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Some  ex|)laiiation  may  be  thought  necessary 
of  the  object  and  nature  of  the  "  Memoirs/' 
which  the  Author  now  submits  to  the  Public 
attention.  - 

It  can  hardly  be  required  that  he  should 
point  out  more  particularly,  or  more  personally, 
the  Individual  to  whom  the  following  sfaeete 
principally  refer ;  since  no  one,  in  a  history, 
founded  upon  facts,  as  this  is,  can  fail  to 
recognize  a  parallel  to  those  striking  incidents 
which  the  actual  life  of  the  persecuted  Caroline 
of  B  • .  •  >  presents  to  observation. 

To  humanity,  to  sympathy,  this  near  re- 

'  !^  semblance  might  alone  be  sufficient  apology 

\  for  its  obtrusion  upon  their  notice;  but,  when 

-'  the  illustrious  birth  of  that  Individual ;— her 

exalted  rank; — ^her  unmerited  sufferings; — are 

it  is  presumed  that  such  menioirs 


n' wiU  be  i«i«l  with  mcKued  mtereirt. 

j^  Thehr  principal  value,  however,  {so  far  as 
their  humble  merit  may  be  thought  to  go,) 
must  result  from  political  considerations.  The 
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CHAPTER  1. 


Ths  vicissitodeft  of  faumaii  greatness^  and 
the  mfiMiries  of  homan  power^  have  been  in  every* 
country  the  theme  o^  the  poet,  and  the  conteifi-' 
plation  of  the  phitosopher.  Ages  have  only  com- 
bined .to  read  the  same  moral  lessons,  and  ex- 
perienee  jrtill  survives  to  confirm  the  melancholy 
truths  which  they  convey  to  the  arrogance  of 
pride^  and  the  spAendor  of  dominion.  While  it 
has  been  the  lot  of  few  to  realize  the  delightful 
charm^  which  contentment  spreads  ■  around  the 
boards  of  all  those  who  are  wise  enough  to  seek 
her^ — Poverty,  bending  under  its  burden,  and 
starving  with  its  wants,  has  rashly  imagined,  that 
those  who  are:ftiftibest  removed  from  the  enjoy- 
ments of  lunury,  and  pomp,  and  revelry,  are  the 
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most  truly  and  exquisitely  wretched.  It  bu 
.  tamed  with  a  repiaing  aisb^frotn  its  scanty  wallet^ 
its  bed  of  straw^  its  rags  of  misery^  to  gaze  with 
'  rapture  tmt  the  iisig^iftcSsibC^  6f  i  Ctufj^  aad  the 
depora'tions  of  a  table :  it'  has  cotldWed  the 
superfluous  elegancies  oC  a  palace,  with  the  deso- 
late emptiness  of  the  hovel.  While  the  tears  of 
niurated  kflu^  hmm  ntoblmeil  ita  bittatf  M^fttl, 
its  imagination  has  feasted^  with  the  intensity  of 
envy  and  desiloe,  <m  tfaa  fancied  cMicacies  of  the 
luxurious  banquet.  But  alas  I  weak  is  the  mind, 
and  short-sighted  is  the  vision^  which  penetrate  no 
deeper  than  the  exterior  of  Royalty ;  and  which 
pause,  in  their  search^  upoa  the  surface  only  of 
greatness.  Did  Poverty  know  that  care  and 
anxiety,  and  resttessness  baafrfr  the  jregal  couch 
like  midnight  spectres ;  tlMt  the  glittering  diadem 
rarely  fails  to  prove  a  crown  of  thorns  to  its  un-- 
Ilifipy  portnoisor;  thai  weaiiMM  ^ayt,  and 
aAaQ' guilt  Ivika/adtiidftl  tfa^  glJMcvlng^tfia|ipi«9»Qf^ 
the  Mighty,  t  thai  sfiMcf  m^  drngmi  Itfathft  tbe 
cwtly  kmi  mhMt  k  sprelid  M^  ivo#  the  wihAff 
appdito;  thafcpoispttdmgathe  tettadirMwbowJJb. 
aiid  tliall  tmaadn  drtChM  ils  %\9tmf  f^wpMo  h^ 
iHeatirJfetptiiMS'attilM,  t^diiMH^wimiMlkH^iMliiU. 
ypi^^y  exchaifit tit»vtapta»ite»hwigdf ,  or^jfr^^i. 
^Wte  ktblth  snM^  opoii  itiirdatf)^  Iftbop^ 
peacei  mated  testis  titgl«4<f  abnnttaMii ' fi^r  :^. 
giltkd  caksBS' ol^  aptedidk  Q^ttorji  I 

Fe w  p^iMiis  have  b«d  n^HMi  a«Gc»q«lrattOQ  te 

be  datisftNi  wriib  ihfr  tavtfa  a£  thew  oliNinMititii^ 

haai  tbeittustrionsfladjy^  whMa;  cteiqpMir^llife'aiid. 

^Hoiia  fortimmi  itia  oui^fmpQ^  to:  timOrA*    Per- 


I 

ClMIMlcdAMB  ailoilgUidlfldllfelYQptad  UwMilf  ngiBl 

jttd'imwd  mpcoitctD,  sbekBigfaftboiiitmH  UielliMdn 
4vMohfael«klf9  eiNild  hntoar^  ior  the  friidb^iiirth 
dentftatt' oaniteijbti  hf  the  lies tif  btood  ^ith-a 
jMiiike  PiiK^  "trbowtanMr  bad  fiUed  4\l  fiofof* 
inilb  «te  fan*  of  tMr  sutadM,  aud  by  thoM  iiT 
^ilMlm^^  «Rith  «i  iilotiaiicAi,  alwMe  wwd  wts  ta  tail 
fiwapb  Hie  mpjnl  of  actipii  or  i«4>ope>;  Iha  auif 
^Atia^'Of-praiffiritif^  mid  4ba:siiiite8  lof  i«oyaI  ftvinr 
gtkM  iier  &Mnr  3Kk1  feappiedt  y^ani«  It  iirw  at 
Wblfawtwj.iiii  the  year  J7^,  that  tbe  ttifant  e^M 
«f  CmoHm  irit  DMm&d  ii|iaci  a  world,  ia  :|»r 
paaiage  tbrougii  wliieh  she  wm  desliaaii  t0  eK- 
^itffeaoe  all  tiMiw  diirap|KmMMiiti  Ihai  aaa 
^awand  a  faefliDg  or  ooaaibte  lieatt;.  all  tboM 
JDMhs'nikh  most  Kvemljrsbock  the  MiULty  of 
bmrnwitMrn  niadsi  and  aH  tUhoM  vtoietiea  tot  Ibie 
laAtoh  tausb  the  vmxdtj  iof  imiBiin  gmndeor  i 
.  tter  firtbei^a  CbUit^waa  ithe  geficrtf  M#Mrt  ^ 
ihaic  |fiilhmto<Bcei»»  ^vrfao  had  aenri^  «eMi  hiMief 
and  dietkieAoD  k  the  wan  4»f  Europe;  arhEch  4lie 
iQaDaid  iateiarf;  sf  liif  states  and  prinrns  eDg;aged 
«i  Ibcpit  had  he^piiy  ciclgdguished;  ^  was  «tM 
«faeMfilfeirfponie  beAnrebutMifortkiaate  fbragniere, 
^vha,  4>sefenim  liberty  abmMl  t»  *abjeitlh>a  et 
hmae^  had  thecoiae  {voliurtarjr  or  praiMnbed -esnleil 
imm  their  MdSire  land  t  and  amoug  tiv^,  waft  an 
Miffieidfeial  wbb  Mras,  m  after .  years,  |lo  proire*  dif^ 
wbysetaf  enr  besopne-a  regarda,  and  (he  ca\i86,  in 
ai gatat tteiMMD^ wf her ^peraeeotioas^  TbedelalilD 
wf.  Hie  early  ymth  of  Caroline,  woahl  he  inail^ 
-mitk  ]IM»tbii|  ce«M  tetonsbtdb*  reader ;  the  aMde 
«sly^4f  ioioiii|4ishilM&te^a^  feasts^  and 
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BQMQkhliafliy  it  woirid  be  bur  lot  to  reoorti^  b»  U 
woald  in  the  case  of  any  other  female  of  equal  nink. 
We  aball^  therefone,  paaa  on  to  the  period  at  which 
she  attained  her  fifteenth  year;  it  is  necessary^ 
howe^r,  to  observe^  that  the  Court  ol  the  I>uke, 
her  £&ther,  was  tainted  by  the  laxity  of  manners 
rather  than  of  morals, .  which  is  the  inseparable 
eflfect  of  long  habits  of  preceding  tranqnUlity^  and 
of  unbouniled  intercourse  with  other  countries. 
The  impartial  truth  of  histoiy^  indeed^  must  ad- 
mit that  many  of  the  ladies  which  graced  the 
'brilliant  circles^  assembled  in  the  ducal  castle  of 
•Wolfenstein,  were  not  less  renowned  for  their 
beauty^  than  notorious  for  •  the  profligacy  of  their 
morals'.  There  were  some  four  or  five  enchantp- 
iag  Girces^  whose  bewitching  smiles  migfat  for  a 
moment  tempt  even  the  severity  of  virtue  to  meal 
its  censure,  while  it  breathed  its  admiration ;  united 
to  men  of  illustrious  rank  and  merit,  they  gloried 
in  an  open  and  shameless  disregard  of  the  marriage 
ties ;  their  elegant  vjivacity  obscured  the  enormity, 
and  the  toleration  of  their  prince  and  friend,  (if 
report  may  be  credited)  permitted  the  impunity 
of  their  conduct  But,  while  this  partial'  lioen* 
tiousness  in  the.Court-of  Wolfenstein  may  be  con- 
fessed, it  is  equally  certain,  that  thechoiaen  friends 
and  companions  of  the  lovely  Caroline^  were 
women  of  spotless-  and  unsullied  fame ;  females 
who  being  aware  of  the  sweeping  censure  which 
attaches  even  to  the  innocent  associates  of  those 
whose  frailty  has  annihilated  their  honor,  wane 
anxious  and  eager  to  preserve  the  purity  of  their 
character  immaculate,  and  alwfiys  maintained  a 
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proud  and  haughty  distance  from  the  ftdr  deH^^ 
qnents  in  qoeation,  with  whom  they  exchanged 
not  even  the  forms  of  ordinary  life^  beyond  their 
cold  and  unmeaning  salutes  of  ceremooyi  oo  state 
occasions^  which  the  punctilios  of  Court  etiquette 
demanded.  This  system  of  separation  might  be 
very  correct,  and  even  laudable^  on  the  parts  of 
those  whose  object  it  was  that  none  should  identify 
them  with  the  ladies  whom  they  J9stly  repro* 
bated;  but  it  was  one^  at  the  same  time,  which 
operated  in  a  manner  extremely  hostile  to. the 
peace  and  happiness  of  Caroline :  for .  even  wiA 
these  friends^  conversation:  was  something  tinc- 
tured by  a  licentiousness  of  observation,)  which  ahe 
abhorred  ;  and  by  an  austerity  of  disposition,  0 
which  she  was  an  utter  stranger.  Thus  circular 
stanced,  her  ardent  spirit  in .  solitude  and  traa- 
quilUty  cherished  its  r<Mnantic  aspirations:  she 
shunned .  the  severe  and  .supercilious  Bittoness 
Friesbach  ;  she  was  afraid ;  of  the  gloomy,  .wi 

.designing  Margravine  of  B ,  and  the,  sarcastic 

brevity  of  the  learned  Madame  De  S -,  W4S 

rmnous  and  terrible  to  a  light  hearted  and  iur 
nocent  girl  of  fifteen ;  accustomed  to.  utt^r^  every 
sentiment  of  her  heart  with  guileless  simplicity. 
Her  mother,  the  late,  amiable  and  respected 
Duchesa  of  Wolfensteio,  was  her  sole  confidapte. 
Let  not  the  reader  be  surprised  ;  she  required  a 
confidante,  for  her  young  heart  was  already 
engird  by  the  prepossessing  manners  and  el^ai|t 
appearance  of  Captain  Barham.  This  gen tlemaa' 
.was  from  a  kingdom  then  much  discontented,  and 
which  has  been  recently  annexed  to^the  orowu  ql 


m 
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liervnde ;  but te^eligioii,  ihs f)dKcy Jticfaarftctfr^ 
hong  etsentielly  dUB^ieot  iiK>Qi  ihme  of  tts  mter 
cMUitry^  aod  lifae  bmt  hiwii  wUch  were  at  otioe 
tudst  inpvttlicailjr  ibned  upon  it»  ittiDg  kodttfe 
10  the  kdfiqxiaBss  asd  oMajTort  «f  the  nalivea^  a 
l^enfrral  trevaftt  was  «icoited,  md  Inirst  aiKt  at  onoa 
tfarai^eat  tlie  unhappy  territory. 

in  a  caase  'vrherfb  the  publie  ihaliag  is  am- 
•eeo^ied^  rBBMtaD€6  to  oppraasion  or  mreu  to  imub^ 
TstioD,  m  aliMja  digaified  bf  tht  Mtne  «tf  it 
utruggle  far  naticmal  liberty ;  and  in  Ifae  oaae  iie- 
4ii««  oa,  icFhere  BO  many  of.  the  ahcieflit  liohi4it|r  ^ 
-the/laiid  fmem  Ibaad  wakmgAt  «iialatoBtedta»  wis 
wa  Iboimd  to  pfeadme  ithat  ttwaa  fhom  it  mi^ 
lioiaever,  i^  laig^t  i>e  tkmn  a  miBtokan;  pmnaple 
^  {mfalie  viitue  that  tbey  adted.  Hnottiiity  msf 
4m»  ipennittad  to  weep  oifer  the  tomb  iof  4i»  in^ 
iMpid  aiid  dp^otad  F^^-**-^  iirho  mhaed  letBlhe 
liamditary  aplehdof  af  his  titled  hooaa,  <thaa'ihe 
aiior^  'OMse^^  Ms  inabappy  coaotry;  The  ex- 
temiaa^ion  of  the  party  in  whieh  he  was  ungugbA, 
4»s  stigmatiaed  their  efibrts  with  the  ebaraeier  df 
Tfil>d)lian»  and  the  atridtness  ^  vefaoily  iniJiis 
us  to  *i«oord  Obat  lie  perished  a  aebei  to  <he 
Bdooarcfh  whom  liis  ooantry  h^d  long  acknoiPf- 
Qeiged*:  bat  his  aeaistenca  was  desperate  ssifl 
4etermioed ;  and  his  des(th)  that  Whiab  is  gMi- 
"ous  to  .personal  bravery.  Of  (hi*  young  ndUa- 
man,  we«b&ll  have  oocasion  to  speak  bereaftari; 
4br' I9ie  present^  we  shall  oedy  obserM^  t^ait  iie  was 
<he  bradier  in  arms  of  Captain  B  ■■  >  >  nod  #«vt 
fhe  sMcftest  inttmatey  oatMsisted'  Iwl^osn  -thanr, 
which  fhe  anbse^nt  stragf^ei  *of  tMr  suitive 
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coiiQtrjr  wAy  tooded  to  caBBttnttuid  ti^  epif^m.. 

tli#  Duke  of  Wolfenstein».  it  waa  aftw  a  hjvrd 
fongbt  faatUe  oa  the  iFreack  frontier,  ia  ivhich  t^ 
AUks  bad  been  yictorious^  The  coQHoapEid  .of  & 
aquadcon.  tpf  Cifivalry  had  been  cpnfided  to  the; 
''  haadaoDMt  Iriabiawiff"  c^  ^  tbe^  Cajjitf^iDf  B. 
va^  ganacall;  tonaed  ;  he  yf^^  ordered  to  efiect 
vkb  it  a  nqiid  diveryipa^  by  makibj;  tbe^  €H*ci|it 
of  aooi^  ooiglibottriog  biUs^  «ttd  takiiig.  tbe  enerajf 
ia  flanks  Some  ualbriaaeeB  ^bstaelev  impeded 
the  pcQgjrassaf  tha detafel^Aef^t ;  b^t  jii^t  as  the 
AUiep«had.  bcjgUQ  to  give  way^^bQ  (laddeii  appear- 
aime  -oC  lim  fbop^.tf^oe^  uf,  the  raar>  tf^f^w  the 
catt|r«i  oi  dlQ  £*i3^ocb>  (who  ia  die  heal  p€  apfiea 
Itad  oson|S|Uler8bla»^vaiioed>)iQto  aoiae  coa^^oa, 
aod  ini^fad  tbejr  ^uU^fimetbyfithfneHhef^^^ 
Th0  fOio^Wpl  intrepidity  of  the  yoitag  offiicj^r  wa3 . 
ejwaeatjgrnoaspiiumiati  ^oiaethipg  prei^d  of  h|% 
c^mqiiaaioi^  be  baddk'etaedhiixNself  iaA)t)l  Hpsa^ff, 
WPlMqi^  {  a«d  hJa  t^H  ooeMaandiqg  %are  was  r^vr . 
deir0d  4lttlmar0  eMMSfiieiaoiifih  bi  the  ftbic)ceat  i>f  t\» 
fi|M»  bji*  tbeMew)!  ^ifbitKeeae  of  bia  trayiogphino^. 
7^4iiiad«jaii  wap  jiagagpedapon  a  bill  side  ;  the 
i«M»l«m>  Cf  Ihn  Viemy  thfoatemed  inefjitftble  de- 
8tnMttiAo»i  wd  ^10.  diHenmaed  fatjt  9Vitb  wbi«b 
tkegt feligllt^ aa  if :jfr«gi  atfeeltpg  of  sJiame  9t  .tbe 
iMidtiDg  teoMiJiyr  of  tbwr  0pp<Mi«itq;,  appealed  jtQ 
3b«ii  CNiC^att  hopif!  ol  their  Wlura<.  At  ttw  juticr 
ttmy.  bowero^f;  ^  rigiht  and  loft  wiitgs.  of  tbe 
HMUcb  mtaeatedl  im  9«at  diaovdep;.  and  th« 
fiigfUnfrtii^;  tbe  AUieta  |ife  ibeii:  pufaai^  veedered 
tbm.timidiidliil^  of.  tiM  peiilow  aiUiatiou  of  tW 
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TAliant  comrades.    Surr6unded  byasmaltlpat^"' 
of  his  gaards^  uid  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
spot  Where   the  encounter  was  sustained,    the* 
Duke  of  Wolfenstetn  gazed  with  animated  plei^^ 
sure  on  the  desperate  conflict ;  and,  like  another 
Edward,  refused  to  permit  any  aid  to  be  sent' 
them,  which  might  detract  from  the  glory  of  their 
sncceis.    Dashing  through  the  thickest  .of  the 
fire,  and  spurrlhig  his.  black  charger  literally  into 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy^  he  beheld  with  amaze- 
ment  the  ardent  heroism  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  this  band  of  heroes :  who,  at  lengtfi, 
waving  his  sabre  over  his  head^  and  raising  a  loud 
/^  hurrah  I"  which  was  reiterated  by  his  men^  till 
the  bills  rang  with  its  martial  echo,  made  a  last*^ 
desperate  charge  on  the  French  standard,  which 
was  sustained  by  thie  Count  d'  £.  and  surrounded 
by  some  of  the  noblest  officers  in  the  service. 
Fierce  was  the  contest,  ftirious  the  Attack^  un- 
daunted the  defence;  but  his  codrieige  and  his 
fortune  prevailed.    Careless  of  life^  and  resolute ' 
on  victory,  his  arm  scattered  death  around  him ; 
the    fainting  defenders  of  their  cpantryV  flag 
opened  a  passage  to  his  daring  purpose^  and  at  a  * 
single  blow,  the  lifeless  body  of  the  Count  fell 
prostrate  at  his  feet.    Snatching  ih*'  stttidard 
from  his  quivering  gnsp,  the  gallattt  B.  bore  it 
proudly  aloft,    and    shoiMd  ''victoi^I"     The 
Duke,  no  longer  able  to  repress  his  *  feelings, 
galloped  with  his  guai^s  to  his  assistance ;  and  - 
at  the  same  moment  the  bugles  of  the  allied 
troops  returning  from  the  pursuit^  sotfnded  'Uood  * 
and  near."    For  the  first  time  sensible  of: their' 
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dtog^,  amaaed  at  tte  saeoeBs  «f  this  handTQl  of 
cavalry,  and,  despairing  of  all  farther  eflbrts,  the 
French  thremdown  their  arms ;  the  Duke,  leaping 
from  bis  steed,  embraced  the  young  hero ;  com- 
phmeated  his  success  with  the  applaose  of  » 
veteran,  and  the  frankness  of  a  soldier;  and 
taking  from  his  own  breast  three  of  the  orderi 
with  which  he  was  decorated,  flung  them  roui^i 
the  bending  neck  of  the  illustrious  foreigner 


IT. 


Thb  armies  of  the  seVeral  belligerent  powers 
of  Europe,  having,  shortly  after  the  event  iust 
narrated,  taken  up  their  winter  quarters,  which 
Uie  mutual  interests  of  the  states  concerned  reV 
dered  so  necessary,  the  Duke,  accompanied  by 
hw  Aidede  Camp,  -the  Colonel,"-8uch  was 

fjr,T  "  ^^^'^  !:*°k'~'*P«'«d  to  Wolfensteiu,  in 
order  to  ei^y  the  repose  and  pleasiine  of  a  small 
bat  luxunous  Court.  At  that  Court  the  Aide  de 
Camp  was  formally  introduced  on  the  occasion  of 
a  most  splendid  celebration  of  the  Duke's  birth- 
wIL  [.^  readily  imagined,  that  all  th^ 

.  adies  pr«wed  near  bis  person,  on  this  occasion, 

SuilMf  *  'l^  "^^  P^^^'We  view  of  "  the 

derr»!J  "°%jr"5  Item  who  viewed,  with  a 

f^lS    *?:"*'*'  >n«^t>.  which  sheiiad  never 
felt  before,  his  manly  and  elegant  person.    If  Z 
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fbe ;  pt^werfiil  bl^MdisbiiieBts  aod  iosiottated  ad- 
iniratioos  of  Madama  $-*-- — ^  or  the  inexpressible 
sfmiles  of  her  beautifiil  sieter,  or  the  voluptuous 
lasguor  which  breathed  throughout  every  motion 
of  the  young  Baroness  von  Orpentoo^-^the  queen 
of  all  these  fair«oties» — ^he  returned  only  the  cold 
r^ards  of  distant  civility  and  politeDess,  there 
^asone^  in  that  assemUs^  of  rare  and  perfect 
loveUness^  to  whom  hx  his  turn,  the  heart  of 
Barham  paid  instant  devotion.  While  Caroline, 
in  the  unstudied  but  pathetic  language  of  filial 
gratitude^  paid  him  these  compliments^  which  his 
behaviour  really  merited,  and  which  his  happy 
ears  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  hearing  from 
her  own  lips^  she  felt  somewhat  embarrassed  by 
the  excessive  modesty  of  a  soldier  I  After  en- 
treating her  to  spare  his  feelings^  which  his  ap- 
pearance sufficiently  explained,  were  raised  by  his 
own  praises^  they  conversed  on  indifferent  sub- 
jects^ which  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  display- 
ing a  considerable  share  of  'extensive  reading  and 
sound  good  sense.       . 

The  Duke,  sitting  under  a  canopy  of  state, 
beheld,  writh  mingled  feelings  of  irritated  pride 
and  amazement,  the  animated  eagerness  with 
which,  however,  )ie  might  most  minutely  observe 
all  the  due  forms  of  respect, — Barham  addressed 
his  daughter;  and  the  earnest  attention  with 
tirhich  his  daughter  list^ened  to  the  discpurse  of 
the  rash  youiig  foreigner,  whose  large  black  eyes 
spoke  every  feeling  of  his  soiil,  before  his  tongue 
could  give  it  utterance/  Most  unceremoniously 
and  abruptly  would  thQ  Duke  have 'gone  up  to 
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tbett,  aDd.bfok»n  1dw:parle]r  at  once  m  a  iiiilkarj> 
way;  but  for  the  wlecoosidaratiDn  of  the  gnat 
value  of  B^bam's  inAMpeDsible  services  oa- 
future  occaaions^  and  the  ;absQrdity  nrhich  aar 
suddeifi  a  rupture  "with  bis  new  and  highly  .qx« 
tolled  friend,  would  carry  on  thefiure  of  it  The 
Duchess  did  QOt  fail  to  perceive  the  visfble-inteceat 
which  it  was  400  evident  the  youpg  paitiea 
entertalnck)  for  each  otiier^  The  unhafjpiji?  xecd-f 
lections  of  her  own  life^  crowded  with  sad  fidelity^ 
on  her  mind,  and  descending  frem  the  Duoak 
chair^  she  retired  to  a  window,  at  the  ext|;emity  of 
an  alcove^  which  led  out  of  the  saloon,  as  if  .foo 
the  purpose  of  conveming  with  one  of  the  Ladies 
of  the  Court:  but  in  reality  to  indulge  tbe  feel-^ 
ings  of.  melancholy  regret,  which  she  wasx^bliged 
most  assiduously  to  conceal  from  the  DnkeJ 
^  From  this  station,  she  ga^ed^  with  a  sensation  of 
mournful  pleasure^  on  her  beloved  Caroline  and 
the  Colonel :  who  looked  to  no  disadvantage  in' 
the  Court  dretis  of  a  commander  of  a  regiopeat  of 
Dragoons. 

As  the  Duchess  thought  of  the  real  felicity 
which  her  lovely  Caroline  might  realise  with  such 
a  partner,  if,  far  from  the  destruclive  splendor 
and  misery  of  OourtSj  it  might  prove^ — but  that 
was  impossible^ — ^their  happier  fate  to  move  in  the 
more  shaded  arid  unobtrusive  walks  of  life^ — the 
happiest .  region  of  society,  an  unbidden  tear 
moistened  her  cheek  ''Oh!  (thought  she) 
should  thy  lot,  sweet  girl,  he  like  my  own, 
wretc^nesa  is  thy  destiny.  I  have  lived  in 
Cottits,  and  I  sprang  from  royal  ancestors ;  the 
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daya  of  ny  life  bare  not  ban  .muiy,  bet  Atf 
bave  heiBD  wretebedt  for  gieatiieai  was  my.por* 
tioo  ?''  Fraoi  her  reverie  she  was  aroused  by  tbe 
word  '^  DucbesB  1"  prooonDoed  in  a  barsb  aod 
impaUent  tone.  I^ie  started,  and  turning  round, 
found  tbe  Duke  at  ber  elbow^  accompanied  by 
Lord  F.  Sbe  saw  in  ber  husband's  eyes,  sbe  beard 
in  that  single  word,  all  the  anger  they  were  meant 
to  convey ;  and  alt  his  irritation  at  her  despon* 
dency.  ''  Duchess,  Lord  Edward  brings  us  his 
congratnlations."' 

''  They  aredouUy  wdeooM^from  you  my  Lord^'* 
replied  the  Duchess,  addressing  hersdf  to  him  :--* 
'^  does  your  Lordship  bring  any  tidings  from  the 
Court  of  Saint — ^'s?' 

''  I  bring  no  other,  but  a  flying  rumour,  which, 
is  hardly  worth  communicating :  but,  if  his  Serene 
Highness  will  spare  me  five  minutes,  I  will  put 
bim  in  possession  of  it,  as  he  is  one  party,  at  least 
concerned  in  itn  truth.  But  yon  will  firsts  per* 
baps,  permit  me  to  say  a  word  to  my  old  friend 
Barham^  whom  I  see  enjoying  the  honor  of  con- 
versing with  her  Highness,  the  princess* 

There  was  a  thoughtlessness  about  Lord  £d- 
v^ard^  the  result  of  quick  vivacious  feelings^  which 
made  him  overlook^  on  many  occaaions,  the 
niceties  of  Court  etiquette ;  and  this  rather  nn* 
ceremonious  abruptness,  added  to  the  Duke's 
recent  velation  with  Barham,  and  newly  excited 
impatience  to  hear  Lord  Edward's  intelligence, 
increased  the  irritable  agitation  of  the  Dnke  of 
Wolfenat^n>  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  scarcely 
condescended  to  fetura  any  acknowledgment  to 
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thtf  seirvfle  ^comptioieiita  of  tbe  mtentalioQa  and 
dissipated  Barcms^  6f  tbe  empire^  who  flocked 
around  him.  'Proud  of  tbeir  petty  domains^  in«» 
flated  urith  their  limited  conseqaence^  osteotatious 
of  their  long  illustrioiis  deeiceiit,  they  were  at  once 
vain,  arrogant,  and  ambitioiis.  Norsed  in  flattery' 
and  adulatiiHi^  they  were  reared  in  ignorance :  and 
the  prejadiceswbiob  were  imbibed  in  childhood 
with  fotidoesat  they  cherished  in  a  more  advanced 
stage  of  life,  with  alL  the  zeal  of  bigotry.  Un- 
lettered^  mdaformed,  and  unrestrained,  they  we^e 
at  once .  capricioas,  insolent,  and  cnieK  Their 
want  of:  learning  was  thdr  hereditai'y  boast ;  their 
want  of  manners^  a  ligitimate /title  to  considera- 
tion  in  the  Emperor's  Court.  The  idle  display  of 
equipajge  and  retinue^  exhausted  their  gilded  but 
shallow  coflers :  and»  as  has  happened  in  other 
countries^  not  yet  cursed  with  such  an  aristocracy 
as  thisj  thehr  princes^  (p^tty  in  the  assemblage  of 
European  potentatw^  but  m%hty  in  their  territor 
ries  of  three  square  leagues  each)  replenished 
th6m  by  every  infamous  device  and  artifice  of 
extortion.  They  were  aymcious  from  principle, 
capacious  from  n^essity,  and  tyrannical  from  the 
long  exercise  of  power*.  These  phantoms  of 
domimoo^  these  puppets  of  monarchy,  had,  how^ 
even  all  of  them  some  excuse  for  their  ridiculous 
excesses,  and  preposterous  conceit :  they  were  in- 
eonceiiTably  ^norant.  The  escutcheons  on  their 
ahield  were  the  only  characters  they  could  read : 
the  words  of  command  vrhich  they  had  learned 
upon  parade,  the  only  wor^js  they  could  repeat  to 
their  vassals.  * 
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Tbehr  will  Iras  the  sole  taw  of  dieir  cotttaactea 
kiogdom^:  and  obedience  tbe  isole  dafy  of  theia 
unfortunate  subjects.  Tbeir  intellectuai  exartioiis 
went  no  further  than  the  arrangement  of  a  Govit 
procession :  their  most  suMime  enjoyaaeDts  cent 
tered  in  the  debaucheries  of  a.  Court  banquel. 
The  utmost  stretch  of  their  capaciooa  fneauMriea 
was  bounded  by  a  few  leaves  of  the  Imperiai 
Calendar.  Their  knowledge  of  animated  natove 
was  defined  by  the  limits  of  the  fauntiDg  matdMa 
to  which  they  were  invited :  and  oooAaed  tolba 
animals  which  they  slaughtered  in  tbmi.  All  of 
them  could  smoke:  many  eouM  read:  a  dia- 
tinguised  few  could  even  write :  but  oom  of  tiiem 
could  think !  Their  most  distinguished  excellence 
was  horsemanship ;  their  most  elegant  luxury^ 
drunkenness.  Such  were  the  animals  w^  aspired 
to  the  hand  of  the  lively,  but  romantic  Carolioex 
on  one  of  these  illustriously  descended  eorpulenta^ 
the  Duke  meditated  ib  bestow  it !  Hfe  Intentiona 
were  soon  to  alter. 

It  is  time  to  return  to  Lord  Edward.  Afte^ 
paying  his  respects  to  our  heroine,  and  warmly 
congratulating  Barbara^  lie  was  accosted  bytha 
impatient  Diike.  The  Court  brt>ke  up^  and  when 
these  two  were  closeted  together;  Lord  Edward 
informed  the  illustrious  Wolfenstein^  that  the  Duke 

of  H had  assured  him,  in  confidenoe,  that  it 

was  intended  in  the  Cabinet  of  Saint %  to 

demand  the  hand  of  Caroline  for  the  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  throne.  Ambition  took  full  posses- 
sion of  the  father^s  soul.  'Dreams  of  greatness 
£yitted  before  his  waking  eyes.     The  wings  of 
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)|oyalty  eeeroed  cv^^A  <^^^  ^^  ducal  mantle ;  the 
sceptre  of  dpiniDioB  ajppeared  to  ^iAt^r  \n  bi» 
grasp;  Lord  ]^ward^  uncon^duaB  of  all  that 
Cwoline  and  JSarhatn,  faitf  frievd,  felt  for  each 
other, took tasleaVe aaootioed.  TheDuke sought 
IJM  JDoohe^s '  Aod^  10  bis  oy^owiog  joy ;  saw  nojt 
the  pale  aiarai  and  oonfiisioa  oi  bis  copsort.  He 
esquired  for  CaroliDe ; — she  was  od  the  poi&t  of 
taking  the  diversion  of  falconry^  tritb  a  large  re- 
done :0f  noble  Dames  :and  Counts,  He  rushed 
0own  the  grand  staircase  i  crossed  the  court  yard 
of  the  castle,  and  at  tb^  gate  beheld  Caroline  in  the 
act  of  mounting  her  white  courser.  The  graceful 
and  obsequious  Barbam»— luckless  wight — was 
here  again  holding  Jthe  stirrup  for  the  Princess, 
bareheaded,  and  bowing. low.  The  aikgry  Duke 
on  comfeg  up  with  tbem^  exckuKied,  '^  How  ? 
Colonel  Barbam  I  no  longer  aaotber  Leopolds  the 
terror  to  the  French  ;  but  a  groom  to  the  Princess, 
my  daug;hter !  Oh^  Sir  !r-a  warborse  abd  a  hel- 
met become  you  better  than  a  Udy's  palfrey  i^^ 

• 

^'  Your  Highness  is  severe^"  replied  Barbam, 
locking  Tery  foolish.  The  Princess  blushed  t 
and  being' mouoted,  .Barham  found  it  impossible, 
Kfter«uch  a  pointed  Kproof^  to  remain*  therefore, 
sfldutiug  the  companyi  bA.  rode  away. 

His  '^'Sereile'^  Higboess,  Ji^covering  from  Ais 
vioient  pamon,  ^declared ,  his  ioteotioq  of  accom- 
panying the  party :  and  under  pretence  of  waiting 
for  hiB^ast  of  hawtai,  persuaded  them  to  precede 
bimw  '  He  remainisdi  hdweirer,  only  to  com;iiuiu- 
c^aie  the  mighty  secteft  te^  Caroline,  who  was  as 
little  iileased^  as  tad  rmok  mvb  aipteled  thaft  hr 
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mother.  Tlie  I>Qke,  howerer,  was  m  occupied 
with  it,  that  her  lace,  tte  traitor  index  of  her 
mind,  was  equally  unheeded.  No  sooner  had 
the  Dnke  croteed  his  horse,  than  all  the  impeCn- 
OU8  eagerness  for  which  tiie  Germans,  even  in  the 
days  of  Tacitus,  were  remaiicable  when  engaged 
in  hnnting,  drove  every  other  remembrance,  even 
the  weighty  intelligence,  out  of  his  head.  Clap^ 
ping  spurs  to  his  charger,  and  bending  over  his 
neck,  he  soon  outstripped  his  whole  Court :  and 
Caroline,  though  entirely  absorbed  in  feelings  of 
anxiety  and  alarm,  kept  by  his  side,  mechanically; 
she  was  an  admirable  horsewoman,  and  therefore 
the  exertion  was  to  her  no  effort.  She  was  un- 
conscious of  all  around:  but  kept  her  eyes 
thoughtfttUytixied  as  if  on  vacancy.  They  had  now 
entered  on  a  wide  and  almost  level  heath, 
situate  in  the  most  elevated  part  of  the  Duke's 
Teritories.  It  was  a  grand  and  desolate  region, 
'  bounded  by  terrific  prei:ipices  which  rose  abruptly, 
like  the  clifis  of  an  island  from  the  sea,  out  of  the 
fine  champaign  country  which  lay  for  outstretched 
'  beneath  them:  where  the  Lena  and  Ae  AUer 
pursued  their  meandering  courses,  their  origin 
lost  among  the  bases  of  the  mountains  which 
terminated,  on  one  side,  the  blue  distance.  At  the 
other  extremity  of  this  beautifiil  landscape,  the 
plain,  and  the  far  ocean,  and  the  silvery  clouds, 
all  appeared  to  blend  and  melt  into  each  other; 
only  distinguishable  indeed  by  a  white  glittering 
I  speck,  iMiich  recalled  the  idea  of  a  sail  and  water^ 

1  or  the  softened  majesty  of  a  distant  tower,  which 

Memed  to  aasert  the  existence  of  the  last  verge  of 
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earth.  But  the  heath  we  speak  oi,  flat^  bare  and 
destitate  of  baman  habitatioD,  shelved  off  with 
an  iosidious  bat  considerable  declivity  towards 
its  craggy  edges :  aod  neither  the  beauty  of  the 
smiling  landscape  nor  the  grandeur  of  the  rocks 
which  lay  beneath^  could  tempt  the  weary  travel* 
ler  to  venture  too  near  the  sloping  and  fatal  verge. 
The  German  Peasantry,  accustomed  to  feats  of 
hardihood  and  dexterity,  would  sometimes  erect 
wands  or  poles  within  40  or  50  yards  of  the 
verge:,  and  he  was  considered  the  boldest  and 
most  skilful  horseman,  who  would  venture  to  ride 
at  full  speed  from  a  given  part  of  the  heath,  which 
they  called  the  Devil's  Table,  down  to  that  pole, 
and  wheel  •  bis  horse  clear  round  it,  and  so 
return.  So  intent  was  the  Duke  in  watching  his 
haw.k,  (which  our  readers  are  aware  it  is  necessary 
to  do  while  riding  at  full  speed,  in  the  fascinating 
but  dangerous  sport  of  falconry,)  that  it  was  not 
until  the  vigorous  bird  had  infixed  its  talons  in  the 
back  of  bis .  struggling  victim,  a  crested  heron, 
and  was  slowly  descending,  that  the  Duke  per- 
ceived the  danger  of  his  own  situation.  Both 
himself  audi  the  Princess  were  scouring  over  the 
Devil's  Table  with  incredible  speed,  and  were 
already  on  the  slope  which  shelved  down  to 
the  precipices.  The  Duke  uttered  a  loud  cry  of 
horror  to  recal  the  Princess,  whose  generous 
courser  was  hastening  on  to  inevitable  destruction. 
Just  as  the  Duke  with  great  effort  had  checked 
his  charger  and  dismounted,  Caroline  had  reached 
the  pole  which  marked  the  furthest  verge  of 
human  daring:   yejt  still  the  animal  with  mad* 

p 
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deoiog  speed  pursued  its  headstrong  coane. 
Vainly  the  Duke  scouts,  runs,  leaps,  recals:  the 
terrified  Girl  unable  to  extricate  herself  from  im* 
pending,  fate  drops  the  rein  and  tarns  to  her  pur« 
suing. and  distracted  father,  her  hands  clasped, 
her  hair  loose,  her  hat  off: — she  shrieks,  the  Duke 
endeavotirs  with  more  than  human  speed  to  over* 
fake  her :  the  devoted  beast  clears  the  last  soli- 
tary. patch  of  furze; — dust^  stones,  and  sparks,  fly 
up  from  beneath  his  hoofs : — he  spurns  the  extreme 
tur4-  the  Priucess .  utters  one  long  piercing  shriek 
as  hcvprepanesto  bound  iuto  annihilation, — ^when> 
a  gigantic  figure  (which  none  in  that  wild  moment 
qonsidered  human),  springs upfrom  the  other  side 
of  the  precipice,  and  arrests  the  last  effort  of  the 
affirighted  animal :  in  the  sudden  shock  the  Prin<^ 
cess  falls  from  her  saddle,  senseless,  but  in  time 
tp  reach  the  extended  arms  of  her  terrified  and' 
grat^iil  father:  but  the  foot  of  her  ^Deliverer,'  as 
he  exeiis  his  giant  strength,  stumbles;  and  the  horse 
^nd.the  stranger  roll  over  the  precipice  together! 
The  Duke,  now  felt  called  upon  to  make  an  effort 
to  overcome  his  feelings.  Resigning  the  care  of  the 
Princess  to  some  of  the  party  who  bad*  by  this 
time  arrived,  he  ventured  to  look  over  the  rocks, 
and  I  beheld  her  Deliverer  hanging  midway  by  the 
branches  of  a  larch,  suspended  as  it  were  be- 
tween earth  and  heaven.  The  Duke  conjured 
him  to  preserve  his  hold,  if  it  were  but  for  a 
minute  longer^  and  dispatched  some  attendants 
round  to  a  point  from  v?hence  they  could  descend 
to^  his  assistance  and  =  endeavour  i  to  rescue  htm 
from  his  terrific  situation.    The  horse,  in  the  mo«* 
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meat  of  time  when  be  first  cast  his  eyes  over  the 
dreadful  briuk»  was  boiBidiDg  from  rock  to  rock 
with  horrible  velocity:  till  a  clcu  of  dust  con- 
cealed the  termioatioa  of  the  dreadful  catastrophe. 
While  the  Duke  was  yet  speaking,  the  fatal  bough 
which  for  one  moment  deferred  the  fate  of  the 
brave  stranger^  broke  sh^rt  off,  and  precipitated 
him  to  that  destruction  that  yawned  to  receive 
him.  The  Duke  could  bear  no  more  :  he  turned 
away^  threw  himself  at  full  liength  on  the  ground, 
and  with  a  brain  maddened  almost  to  frenzy,  half 
determined  to  share  the  apf^alling  horrors  he  had 
witnessed. 


CHAPTER  III. 

When  the  attendants^  by  a  narrow  and 
drcuitoas  path,  had  reached  tiie  bottom  of  the 
precipices,  in  their  seas^h  for  the  mangled  re- 
mains of  the  bra've  interfioaer  between  Fat^  and 
tibe  Princess  eS  W^rffenstein,  they  found  the  roar- 
ing Aller  Bimkk  by  the  iokkB  whwh  hald  lately 
fallen^  and  the  increase  of  the  monntain  torrents, 
to  snob  a  degreie^  that  its-  darfe  and  angry  vrdters 
washed  the  tei^y  base'  of  the  rocks.  On  a  pro- 
jecting evagj  whiiih  :tii6  gtoiiis  of  «v41  appeared  to 
have  hurled  there  for  the  purposes  of  deoMniec 
miadHbf^  sharps  rugged  and  uncouth^  lay  stretch- 
ed in  deaths  the  milk^whife  nom*feer,  so  liBctely  the 
prilie  and  fiiviQuritciof  his  royal  nmtk^ess.  Bleeding 
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and  lacerated  with  his  tremeDdonis  £b^11,  Hie  lined^ 
ments  of  his  former  majestic  beauty  were  not  yet 
effaced.  The  noble  animal  seemed  as  if  the  spark 
of  life  had  become  extinct  within  bim^  in  the  very 
moment  of  endeavourmg  to  shun  the  wild  and 
weather-beaten  bed^  which  was  destined  to  be  his 
last !  The  effort  was  vain ;  his  legs  were  stretched 
out  in  an  attitude  of  exertion ;  his  nostrils  were  di- 
lated with  the  last  palpitation  of  generous  ardour. 
The  muscles  of  his  chest  and  shoulders  had 
hardly  subsided  into  the  harshly  marked  inac- 
tivity of  death ;  and  his  long  and  decorated  mane 
waved  in  the  wind  only  like  a  mournful  banner 
floating  above  a  warrior's  grave !  The  falcon  and 
the  kite  .already  hovered  high  in  air  above  his 
devoted  carcase — and  flapped  their  broad  and 
vigorous  wings,  in  angry  impatience  over  the 
heads  of  the  human  disturbers  of  their  repast. 
But  all  search  for  the  unknown  ^stranger  was  in 
vain.  He  was  either  dashed  into  innumerable 
fragments,  or  had  perished  in  the  dark  and  tron- 
bled  waters  of  the  impetuous  Allen  Accordingly^ 
the  huntsman  returned  with  the  sad  tidings  of 
their  ill  success  to  the  palace  of  Wolfenstem, 
where  the  Princess  had  arrived  some  time  before 
in  a  state  of  insensibility. 

It  was  some  days  before  Caroline  recovered 
from  the  nervous  affection^  which  her  fright  -and 
anxiety  had  occasioned,  after  this  memorable  ad- 
venture of  the  Devil's  Table.  During  that  period, 
her  disorder  had  at  intervals  assumed  an  alarming 
appearance.  Her  father  was  unremitting  in  his 
attQptiona  and  enquiries;  but  it  was  remarked  by 
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the  whole  Obart  with  considerable  surprise,  that 
after  the  fatal  hawking  party,  he  had  never 
smiled.  A  deep  and  settled  melancholy  fell  upon 
him ;  and  the  gloom  of  bis  brow  was  not  chased 
away  even  by  the  intelligence  of  the  Princess's 
convalescence.  Thoughtful  in  the  midst  of  com- 
pany, morose  to  his  family,  and  peevish  to  his 
dependents^  it  became  every  day  more  and 
more  apparent  that  the  agitation  of  his  soul  had 
soured  every  hour  of  his  existence.  About  a  fort* 
night  after  the  accident  in  question,  and  while 
holding  a  military  levee,  he  conversed  with  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  Saltzdahlen^  in 
the  low  and  languid  tone  which  he  had  assumed 
from  that  horrible  hour  which  appeared  to  have 
terminated  his  peace  of  mind  for  ever!  He  was 
ur  the  act  of  replying  to  an  observation  of  the 

celebrated  French  Marshal  R ,  who  had  paid 

some  ordinary  'compliment  upon  the  fine  appear* 
ance  of  the  corps  upon  parade^  when  an  Aide-de-' 
Camp  brought  him  a  note  from  Lord  E.  F.  which^ 
apologizing  for  his  abrupt  departure,  on  the  day 
before,  without  taking  a  formal  leave  of  his  Serene 
Highness,  communicated  the  fact,  **  that  his  pre- 
sence  at  home  was  rendered  indispensible  by 
reason  of  some  pressing  information  which  he 
had  received  from  thence;"  adding,  ^'that  his 
friend  Barham,  being  surprised  and  uneasy  at  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  last  addressed  by 
his  highness,  intended  to  accompany  his  Lord- 
ship ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  respectfully  returned 
bis  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  favor  and 
eonsideratiOn  which  his  Highness  had  been  pleased 
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to  extend  to  him."  The  perusal  of  this  ndte 
afiected  the  Duke  in  no  ordinary  degree.  He 
read  it  over  once  or  twice  with  visible  emotion ; 
questioned  the  Aide-de-Camp  as  to  the  fact  of 
the  departure  of  the  two  Ebglish  officers^  and 
dispatched  a  messenger  to  ascertain  the  fact.  His 
return  confirmed  the  intelligence.  At  times  the 
Duke  appeared  overjoyed;  at  times  cast  down 
under  a  burden  of  intolerable  despondency.  He 
shewed  the  note  to  the  Duchess ;  severely  taxed 
his  overhasty  resentment  which  had  dismissed 
Barham — then  urged  the  advantage  and  good 
fortune  of  his  departure  being  voluntary  and  at- 
tended with  circumstances  of  such  a  description : 
next  he  doubted  of  the  reality  of  their  departure. 
The  household  were  summoned,  examined,  and 
dismissed :  they  were  asked  what  they  knew  of 
Bartiam  ;  and  it  turned  out  that  he  had  lived  is 
the  most  rigorous  exclusion,  since  the  animadver- 
sion addressed  to  him  by  the  Duke  in  the  court- 
yard of  the  castle.  He  had^  however,  been  sees 
on  the  preceding  night ;  when  a  boatman,  it  was 
aaid^  had  recognised  him  in  company  with  Lord 
£L  F.  who  wi^ed  to  engage  his  boat  to  take 
them  down  the  AUer,  and  so  to  Bremen.  The 
man,  not  being  able  to  accompany  them,  refused 
to  hire  himself^  but  recommended  his  brother, 
with  whom  they  finally  agreed^  intending,  as  was 
supposed^  to  take  shipping  at  the  last  mentioned 
port.  Whatever  had  been  the  cause^  belofe  the 
arrival  of  this  note^  of  the  Duke's  melancholy^  it 
^.ore  off  Ttflihly  and  rapidly  afterwards. 
It  is  time^  however^  now  to  visit  the  chamber  of 
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oar  heroine.  Her  fond  mother  attended  with  the 
ino9t  asBidaoiis  punctuality^  and  the  mofit  affeo 
tionate  anxiety  the  disturbed  couch  of  her  lovely 
daughter.  It  was  long  before  the  intermitting 
paroxysms  of  frenzy,  the  frightful  remembrances 
of  her  fearful  situation,  entirely  subsided.  The 
Dlichess  in  those  intervals  discovered  the  secret 
of  her  heart;  but  willing  to  think  that  the  manner 
in  which  she  repeated  the  name  of  Barbara^  was 
the  effect  only  of  her  distempered  imagination,  and 
that  it  would  with  equal  facility  dwell  on  any 
other  name  which  might  happen  to  present  itself, 
8(he  resolved  to  keep  the  discovery  to  herself.  At 
length,  Caroline  being  recovered  so  far  as  to  con- 
Verse  on  the  subject  of  her  extraordinary  escape 
without  experiencing  that  shuddering  sensation  of 
disgust  to  which  the  most  distant  allusion  to  it 
first  gave  rise;  her  mother  one  day  requested  her 
to  state  particularly  the  circumstances  of  the  ac« 
cidenty  and  the  appearance  of  her  unfbrtunate 
deliverer.  To  this  she  replied,  that  her  violent 
alarm,  added  to  the  circumstance  of  that  per- 
son's starting  so  abruptly  from  the  other  side  of 
the  precipice  (where  it  appeared  a  mystery  to  all, 
for  what  purpose,  or  in  what  possible  manner, 
from  the  steepness  of  the  declivity,  he  could 
have  concealed  himself)  had  prevented  her  from 
at  all  observing  his  features  at  the  time :  that  he 
was  interposed,  moreover,  between  her  horse's 
head  and  the  brink  of  the  precipice ;  a  situation 
in  which,  even  at  a  less  calamitous  and  awful 
moment,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
formed  any  correct  idea  of  his  countenance.  One 
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fact^  however^  she  thought  she  coold  reiQember ; 
and  that  was^  that  he  woretlie  uniform  of  a  pit^ 
vate  trooper  in  the  regiment  of  Sfiltzdahlen :  andfT 
that  in  person  and  figure,  so  far  as  she  couFd 
venture  to  guess,  he  most  resembled  the  £nglv3h- 
man,  .Weqtworth;  (who  was  celebrated  for  the 
feats^  of  strength  and  intrepidity  with  which  he 
was  accustomed  to  amuse  the  whole  town  of 
B — -k.) 

''That,  my  love,". replied  the  Duchess,  '*  I  ap- 
prehend is  in^possible ;  fori  know  by  my  pension- 
list  that  he  is  still  very  ill ;  being  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  wounds  which  he  received  in  the  late  affait 
with  the  advanced  guard. — He  has  been  lately  on 
the  report  of  the  sick ;  but  your  account  suggests 
a  mode  of  enquiry  which  probably  may  be  suc- 
cessful, and  enable  us  to  perform  at  least  a  sacred 
duty,  though  we  cannot,  alas !  repair  an  un- 
atonable loss:  we  will  take  care  to  provide  for 
the  wife  and  children  of  this  brave  man,  if  he 
was  married  ; — "  (Caroline  turned  pale  at  the 
apprehension.)   ' 

And  if  he  be  not.  Madam,  your  Highness — 
-Will  not  fail  to  extend  this  justice  to  his 
relatives/' 

The  benevolent  Princess  insisted  on  being  the 
messenger  and  administratrix  of  that  justice  her- 
self. Shje  drove,  with  a  trembling  heart,  and  almost 
fainting  purpose  to  H— n — ^tt,  where  the  Barracks 
of  the  Invalids  were,  and  was  soon  waited  on  by 
the  old  and  humane  Adjutant-General  Van  Erfurt 
On  making  her  wishes  known,  the  roll  was  called 
OVCT  on  the  adjoining  parade ;  all  the  men  were 
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either 'present  or  accowted  for;  till  the  laat, 
which,  by  an  odd  coincideiicey  was  no  other 
than  ^^Wentworth."  '^Absent,  with  leave,  and 
sick  at  Wolfenstein,"  was  the  sole  information 
the  disajf^ointed  Princess  could  obtain  regard- 
ing him.  She  did  not  hesitate,  }ioweyer;  and, 
without  being  disheartened  by  this  piece  of  mi- 
litary breyity,  she  returned  to  Wolfenstefm  herself 
with  all  imaginable  speed ;  and  repaired  to  the 
humble  lodging,  near  the  Public  Library,  where 
she  was  toid  the  trooper  lodged.  The  woman 
of  the  house,  after  recovering  frotn  the  surprise 
smd  awful  dismay,  which  are  occasioned  among 
the  German  peasantry,  by  the  most  ordinary 
condescension  of  the  great,  explained  that  Went- 
wqrth  had  left  his  lodgings  about  three  days 
before,  and  had  not  been  heard  of  since. 

Has  he  been  accustomed  to  walk  out  of  late  ? 
enquired  Caroline. 

Jesu  Marial  exclaimed  the  old  Sybil,  I  cry 
your  mighty  Serene  Princess's  pardoD>  but  the 
poor  fellow  has  never  quitted  liis  bed^  since  he 
returned  from  the  last  battle  with  the  Freneb^ 
where  the  handsome  foreign  gentleman,  they  say, 
cut  down  sixty  of  them  with  bis  own  hand. 

(The  sigh  which  escaped  from  Caroline  at  this 
incidental  allusion,  was  checked  by  an  inclination 
to  smile  at  the  marvellous  exaggeration  of  his 
prowess.) 

*'  And  this  Wentworlh,  my  good  woman-r— *«'' 

'^ loQght  with  him,  1  assure  you,  poor  fellow, 

and  cruel  wounded  he  was,  and  how  he  can  have 

E 
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left  his  bed  at  all,  from  whence  I  thought  never 
to  see  him  rise  more,  is  a  miracle  !'^ 

This  might  have  satisfied,  so  far  as  dissatirfac- 
tion  would  go,  the  curious  Princess  that  all  farther 
enquiry  after  the  mysterious  Wentworth  was 
vain  ;  but  she  could  not  -forbear  alluding  again  to 
Barbam — 

*'  Has  the  English  Colonel  left  this  neighbour- 
hood, my  good  woman?'* 

''I  know  not,  excellent  lady;  they  say  the 
Duke  your  father^  my  lord,  was  angered  against 
the  young  gentleman." 

Caroline  blushed  and  again  she  blushed  at 
this  involuntary  proof  of  the  strength  of  her  own 
attachment;  at  length  she  hastily  exclaimed, 
"  Farewell,  my  good  woman!"  and  returned  with 
a  heavy  and  disappointed  heart  to  the  Castle. 

No  sooner  had  she  concluded  the  little  history 
of  her  travels  to  the  Duchess^  who  heard  her 
with  a  pleased  but  inoumful  expression  of  atten- 
tive  eagerness^  than  the  Duchess  put  into  her 

hands  Lord  F '%  letter  to  the  Duke.     Caroline 

saw  at  euce  the  extent  of  her  regard,  the  reality 
of  the  Duke's  vexation,  and  the  fatal  truth  of 
Barham's  departure.  With  a  trembling  hand  she 
returned  the  note,  and  making  a  vain^  but  agoni- 
zing efTort^  to  suppress  her  agitation,  and  the  ex- 
cess of  her  disappointment^  sat  down,  affecting  an 
air  of  indifference ;  the  words  '*  poor  Wentworth!'* 
on  her  lips,  but  the  image  of  Barham  in  her  eye, 
and  this  recollection  uppermost  in  her  heart 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

It  is  Deedless  for  U8«to  describe  the  dismay  of 
Caroline  upon  reading  this  epistle.  The  fate^ 
which  she  could  not  help  feeling  assured  had 
befallen  the  *'  deliverer,"  as  she  never  ceased  tp 
stile  him,  and  whom  she  could  no  longer  doubt 
to  be  indeed  the  intrepid  and  unfortunate  Went: 
worthy  was  for  some  time  forgotten^  in  the  cer- 
tainty that  another  and  dearer  object  was  absent^ 
although  it  was  but  for  a  time.  All  enquiry  for 
any  kindred  of  the  English  soldier^  throughout 
the  whole  teritory  of  Wolfenstein,  proved  entirely 
unavailing,  and  she  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
her  benevolent  intentions  of  providing  for  their 
future  comfort  and  maintenance,  by  way  of  some 
atonement  for  the  loss  which  she  had  been  the 
involuntary  instrument  of  occasioning  to  them. 
The  Duchess  her  mother  went  to  Bareuth^  to 
drink  the  waters,  very  shortly  after,  and  it  was 
kOng  indeed  befoi*e  she  returned.  This  circum- 
stance served  only  fatally  to  cherish  the  increa- 
sing melancholy  of  our  heroine ;  who,  by  one  of 
the  female  cabals  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
was  considered  a  prude,  and,  by  the  other,  a 
romantic  girl.  During  the  absence  of  her  mother 
she  was  assisted,  in  the  high  office  of  presiding 
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both  in  public  and  in  private,   over  the  ducal 

household^  by  Madame  de  S 1^  and  the  Mar* 

gravine  of  B. 

Among  the  guests  who  had  the  honor  of  par- 
taking of  the  Duke's  hospitality,  there  was  a 
Frenchman,  who,  a  few  years  before,  (we  refer 
to  the  period  at  which  the  Duke  is  said  to  have 
entertained  some  idea  of  going  to  America, 
iipon  which  occasion  Moos.  D — ^^  then  a  very 
yonng  officer  in  the  French  service,  proposed 
accompanying  him)  had  been  first  introduced 
into  the  Court  of  which  Caroline  was  the 
brightest  ornament.  It  is  remaiiLable  that  this 
intelligent  man  (who  was  so  soon  to  become  one 
of  the  fiercest  agitators  of  a  mighty  revoln^tion ) 
saw,  with  a  prophetic  eye,  the  distresses  in 
which  her  ardent  and  ingenuous  spirit,  would  fin* 
ever  be  but  too  likdy  to  involve  her.  He  saw 
her  strong  native  good  sense ;  he  perceived  her 
generous  sympathy  for  distress^  he  marked  the 
energy  of  each  native  sentiment,  and  he  obwrv* 
ed  with  the  alarm  of  friendship  smd  esteem,  that 
the  purity  of  her  own  mind  disdained  the  con^ 
cealment  of  that  sense,  that  sympathy,  that  sen- 
timent, where  propriety  almost  demanded  their 

suppression.    In  of  M.  D 's  letters,  speak<- 

ing  of  the  Princess,  he  says  ( it  is  dated  from 
the  Court  of  *'  Wolfenstein,")  "  This  amiable  giri 
is  now  fifteen,  her  good  sense  and  vivacity 
render  her  very  engs^ing ;  but  she  lays  her 
heart  open  to  every  one.  I  tremble  lest  this  ex* 
treme  ingenuousness  may  hereafter  involve  her 
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unsuspecting  mind  in  a  labyrinth  of  misery.*'' 
Fatal  prediction !  verified  in  after  years  even  to 
the  letter.  We  have  noticed  it  in  this  place^  be- 
cause we  shall  have  soon  to  embark  with  our 
heroine  upon  another  scene;  that,  upon  which 
the  drama  of  her  eventful  life  is  still  performing^ 
and  because  it  seems  to  claim  its  most  appro« 
priate  place  at  that  period  of  her  history,  which 
most  encouraged  those  feelings^  to  which,  Mons* 
D.  anticipated^  would  be  owing  most  of  her  future 
sorrows. 

Three  or  four  years  rolled  away ;  to  Caroline^ 
gloomy,  vapid  and  ^insipid.  Her  mother  was 
still  at  Bareudi ;  Barham  was  in  a  distant  coun* 
try  ;  and  the  time^  the  thoughts^  but  to  a  dispo- 
sition Hke  her^B  worst  of  all — ^the  affections  of 
Caroline^  were  unemployed.  Centered  as  those 
last  Were  in  a  single  being :  how  idle^  how  nau- 
seous appeared  to  her  the  pageantry  of  a  Court ; 
and  in  one  respect  the  same  ''  ennui"  might  well 
be  experienced  by  any  person  of  quick  and  vi- 
vacious feelings  amidst  the  elaborate  but  mourn- 
fully silent  pomp  of  German  Courts. 

Gaiety  is  far  from  their  character ;  taste,  ele- 
gance, and  brilliancy,  are  out  of  tlie  question : 
and  the  folly  of  ostentation,  and  the  ostentation 
of  folly,  present  themselves  without  atonement 


*  I  am  fornkhed  with  tfai»  anecdote  by  a  friend,  to  whom  I  am 
iodebted  for  many  others  in  the  course  of  these  memoirs ;  it  is  in 
consequence  of  that  friend's  not  having  precisely  noted  the  name 
of  the  collection,  which,  however,  is  believed  to  be  of  letters  from 
D — d — t;  and  from  which  this  extract  was  made  some  years  ago, 
that  I  cannot,  at  present,  more  particularly  cite  the  passage. 
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or  excuse,  when  they  come  before  one  in  the 
buckram  and  unbending  habiliments  of  proud 
stupidity  and  ponderous  insignificance.     It  must 
be  allowed,  however,  tliat  from  frequent  visits 
of  the  French  nobility,  the  state  saloon  of  Wol- 
fenstein  had  far  more  of  a  Lutetian  air  about  it 
than  most  others.    The  ceremonials  attached  to 
her  exalted  station  were  at  all  times  disagree- 
able to  Caroline,  but  most  particularly  so,  during 
the  absence' of  her  mother,  when  they  became 
redoubled.     If  she  was  at  her  harp,  if  she  was 
in  her  oratory,  if  she  was  in  the  library ; — what- 
ever was  her  pursuit,   she  was  every  moment 
liable  to  be  called  away  from  it  to  confer  with 
the  vain  and  ignorant  retainers  of  the  Court,  who 
might    conceive  their  troublesome  visits  privi- 
leged by  official  or  honorable  situations.     In  the 
dull  inanity  of  this  sort  of  life,   Caroline,  with- 
out other  resources,  would  have  sunk  into  lassi- 
tude and  weariness  indeed;   but  the  beautiful 
gardens  of  the  Castle  were  to  her  an  unfailing 
source  of  gratification  and  relief.  Removed  from 
the  troublesome  duties  of  her  rank,  at  liberty  to 
dwell   upon  the  remembrance  of  her  beloved 
Barham,  and  left  to  indulge  all  the  fairy  antici- 
pations of  future  happiness,  she  would  wander 
through  their  cool  and  shady  retreats  for  hours 
together.  Here  she  was  secure  from  interruption ; 
for  nothing  but  a  hunting  match  was  ever  known 
to  tempt  the  curious  footsteps  of  a  German  Ba- 
ron, into  gloomy   but  majestic  coverts,  where, 
>wever,   there   was  neither  revelry  nor  good 
^er ! 
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Lost  in  her  contemplations,  the  wild  and 
matted  foliage  of  ancient  and  venerable  trees, 
the  deep  and  stilly  silence  of  the  sacred  woods, 
were,  to  Caroline,  as  the  congenial  spirits  of  her 
Bolitude.  While  she  abandoned  herself  to  a  soft 
but  inelancholy  regret,  that  a  happier  fate  had 
not  thrown  her  into  a  humbler  sphere,  where 
she  might  have  reposed  unknown,  and  undis- 
turbed, in  the  bosom  of  the  object  of  her  choice; 
the  wild  melody  of  birds,  the  mournful  soft*- 
ness,  with  which  the  rising  breeze  stole  through 
the  long  retiring  shades ;  and  the  unceasing  mui:- 
mur  of  a  distant  waterfall,  whose  bounding  wa- 
ters, as  they  sprang  from  rock  to  rock,  she  loved 
to  follow  with  her  eye ; — all  these  conspired  to 
chase  from  her  mind  present  sorrows,  by  dis- 
posing it  to  dwell  with  rapture,  on  the  fancied 
prospect  of  ideal  felicity.  But  there  was  one 
particular  spot,  in  this  beautiful  domain,  to  which 
our  heroine  was  most  particularly  attached ;  to 
which,  indeed,  she  hardly  ever  repaired,  but 
with  feelings  excited  almost  to  devotion. 

Embosomed  in  a  grove  of  dark  and  lofty  firs, 
which  raised  their  towering  heads  in  stem  and 
giant  grandeur  above  the  subject  woods  around 
them,  there  stood  an  ancient  circular  tower, 
which  tradition  attributed  to  the  Lombards,  af- 
ter some  of  their  victorious  hordes  had  settled 
in  this  part  of  Europe.  Destitute  of  all  archi- 
tectural proportion,  uncouth  in  its  design,  and 
vast  in  its  fabric,  the  ruins  of  its  broken  arches, 
— ^ponderous  and  imposing,  and  turned  in  the 
rude  simplicity  of  strength,  the  hideous  expres- 
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sioR  of  non*descript  heads,  (the  early  produc- 
tions of  the  illiterate  sculptor)  and  the  eRonno«» 
blocks  of  stone,  of  which  the  walls  were  com- 
posed, gave  to  this  tower  an  air  of  awiiil  mar 
jesty.  But  if  such  was  the  sensation  excited  by. 
its  exterior  appearance,  the  condition  of  the 
vacated  chambers  within  was  such,  as  might 
well  create  a  feeling  of  admiration  also.  The: 
storm  and  the  tempest  which  had  assailed  the 
structure  from  without,  had  but  little  injured  its 
interior.  There  were  three,  apartments  or  cham- 
bers communicating  with  each  other,  by  a  spiral 
staircase..  In  the  first,  a  barbarian  altar,  em- 
bossed with  wolves  and  bears,  and  human  skulls, 
rose  almost  to  the  roof.  At  its  feet  were  de- 
posited two  antique  swords;  which  either  the 
obscurity  of  the  tower,  or  the  superstition  of  its. 
visitants  had  not  removed,  apparently,  from  the 
positions  which  they  had  occupied  for  centuries^ 
Behind  the  altar  was  a  deep  and  ci^iacioiifi  well; 
intended,  as  was  supposed,  for  the  support  of 
those  who  might  retire  to  the  tower  as  a  place 
of  refuge.  Stone  seats  round  this  chamber 
seemed  to  mark  the  number  of  those  who  had 
assisted  at  high  festivals,  or  at  councils,  when . 
the  common  safety  of  the  inmates  was  threat- 
ened ;  in  fact,  conjecture  was  lost  in  endeavour* 
ing  to  assign  an  object  for  each  visible  relic 
contained  in  this  lonely  pile.  At  the  further  end 
and  in  a  line  with  the  altar,  was  an  elevated, 
sort  of  stone  chair ;  at  the  back  of  which  was  a^ 
niche  opening  to  the  staircase.  The  chambers- 
bove  presented  few  objects  of  remark,  as  in 
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themselves;  but  long  and  riarrbW  windows  com- 
manded' a  wide  and  varied  view  of  the  sur- 
romiding  country.  The  elevated  spot  upon 
which  the  tower  was  situated,  indeed,  made  it 
a  conspicuous  object  throughout  the  extent  of 
several  leagues  around  it.  It  was  in  this  situa- 
tion, that  Caroline  was  accustomed  to  pass  two 
or  three  hours  every  day ;  she  had  had  her  harp 
and  her  mudic,  and  her  book^,  removed  thither ; 
and  in  the  rich  illusions  which  the  view  of  beau- 
tiful scenery  never  fails  to  conjure  up  before  the 
meditative  mind,  she  may  be  said  to  have  al- 
most^ revelled  away  fouf  yeafis  of  her  existence. 
But  a  confirmed  melancholy,  however  it  might 
be  softened  by  these  consolations,  took  posses- 
sion of  her  soul.  'Barham  was  still  absent;  and 
the  sole  ultimate  object  of  her  existence  ap- 
peared to  be,  as  it  were^  suspended.  It  was  not 
till  after  nearly  a  year  had  elapsed  subsequently 
to  his  departure  from  Wolfenstein;  that  Caroline 
had  thought  of  visiting  the  "  Spitz;''  as  it  was 
called ;  and  at  first  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
she  made  her  way  through  the  entangled  under- 
wood, and  the  briers  which  had  been  permitted 
to  grow  up  in  rank  luxuriance.  The  approach 
to*  the  wicket  by  which  you  entered  the  tower, 
was  through  a  winding  avenue  of  those  lofty 
growing  firs,  and  had  evidently  been  traced  by 
the^cautious  steps  of  vigilant  danger,  rather  than 
bv  the  elegant  hand  of  peaceful  opulence.  Their 
A4rk  and  sweeping  shadows, — ^the  precipitous 
nature'  of  tfce  ground, — the  entire  seclusion  of 
the  spot,  even  'ftoin  the  ^'  buzzy  hum"  of  human 
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kind  :-r-tfarese  were  so  many  fitting  preparations 
for  the  awful  emotion  which  none  .ever  failed 
to  experience  upon  entering  the  first  chamber. 
There,  the  little  lights  which  was  admitted  from 
the  niche  behind  the  stone  seat^  dimly  pourtrayed 
the  massive  furniture  upon  which  ages  had  shed 
the  ru^'of  years.    The  well,  into  the  darkness  of 
whiclyit  was  impossible  to  penetrate,  by  reason 
of  itar  depth  and  situation,  was  an  object  whidi 
excited*  a  thousand   vague  ideas  of  undefined 
and  mysterious  horror,  every  time  that  Caroline 
passed  it.     Once,  and  once  only,  she  had  ven- 
tured to  drop  into  it  a  pebble;  and  the  long 
reverberation  of  its  descent,  fearfully  broke  upon 
the  slumbering  silence^  ia  which  every  part  of  the 
tower  had  been  accustomed  to  repose.  Whether 
it  wasj  that  the  genius  of  the  place  appeared  to 
be  disturbed,  or  that  the  unknown  depth  of  a 
dry  well  frightened  a  lady,  whom,  in  courtesy,  I 
must  style  our  "  heroine,"  I  know  not;  certain  it 
is  that  she  never  repeated  the  experiment.    One 
day,  as  she  was  preparing  to  descend  from  her 
chamber  in  the  Castle,  in  order  to  repair  to  her 
accustomed  resort,  she  observed  from  her  win- 
dow a  stranger  hastening  across  the  Grand  Park 
in  the  direction  of  the  tower.    Curious  to  know 
the  reason  of  his  intrusion,  Caroline  having  de- 
scended into  the  park,  determined  to  follow  him 
at  a  convenient  distance ;  ^d  accordingly  cau- 
tiously tracked  his  footsteps.    Judge  of  her  sur- 
prise, when,  just  as  the  unknowa  had  got  to 
the  foot  of  the  small  eminence  upon,  which  the 
*' Spitz"  stood,  she  saw  her  awji  father,  the  Duk^» 
emerge  from  the  grove  of  firs.    Of  late  the  DxAe 
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had  observed  to  her  an  uonsually  distant  be* 
haviour ;  those  more  versed  in  physiognomy  thaii 
Caroline  was,  might  easily  have  traced  upon  his 
brow  the  expression  of  smothered  ^^^couteiit; 
and  to  a  woman  more  practised  in  thei science  of 
the  human  passions,  it  would  have  been;vapparent 
that  she  was  herself  the  cause. 

Thie  Duke  came  forward  with  the  alackty  of  a 
man  who  expected  intelligence^  and  ^ithout 
speaking  a  single  word^  they  disappeared  toger 
ther  among  the  trees^  and  shortly  afterwards 
Caroline  heard  the  door  of  the  tower  closed. 
Lost  in  amazement,  she  continued  to  watch  about 
the  spot;  and  after  a  little  time  had  elapsed^  she 
heard  the  wicket  re-opened,  and  the  voices  of  her 
father  and  the  stranger.  '•  You  vvill  return  to 
England  instantly  then  V  said  the  Duke. 

"  Your  Highness  shall  be  obeyed.  And  having 
received  answers  to  your  Highness's  letters — 
What  then?" 

'  ''Oh,  1  mulst  rely  upon  your  expedition  to  pre- 
sent yourself  at  this  spot,  and  at  this  hour  again, 
as  soon  as  your  utmost  speed  can  bring  you. 
You  will  find  me  a  liberal  employer." — 

The  stranger  bowed. 

" — And  you  will  tell  my  Lord,  that  Lord 
Edward,  and  his  friend,  the  Colonel " 

(The  emotion  of  Caroline  might  have  been 
almost  visible  through  the  trees  behind  which  she 
had  concealed  herself :) 

"  -: — ^have  not  visited  the  territory  of  Wol fen- 
stein  for  these  three  or  four  years.    Farewell." 

'' Ob!    Ipray  your  Ijlighness's  pardon:  but 
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bis  Lordship  having  carefally  avoided  confidiDg' 
to  me  any  written  instructions^  I  am  sure  you  will 
pardon  my  involuntary  omission  of  one  query 
which  I  was  desired  to  make." 

''  We  had  better  return,  then,  into  the  tower^ 
my  friend :  there  I  am  most  secure  from  interrup* 
tion,  or  from  danger  of  being  overheard." 

(As  her  father  pronounced  these  words  Caro<» 
line  blushed,  and  could  have  wept :  but  intense 
eagerness  rivetted  her  to  the  spot.) 

*'  It  is  but  this ;  whether  your  Highness  has 
upon  the  muster  roll  of  your  body  guards  a  pri- 
vate soldier^  an  Englishman,  of  .the  name  of 
Wentworth  ?" 

'^Alas!  do  you  say  but  this!" — the  questioq 
excites  more  horror  and  dismay  in  every  breast^ 
which  is  a  true  Wolfenstein^  than  any  you  could 
put  to  it.  Know,  my  friend^  that  in  a  generous 
and  daring  effort  to  preserve  the  lives  pf  my 
daughter  atid  myself,  when  both  were  in  the  most 
extreme  and  alarming  perils  that  gallant  fellow 
perished.  I  cannot  think  upon  the  day  but  with 
a  shudder." 

The  frame  of  Caroline  acknowledged  the  same 
sentiment,  by  a  contibued  and  convulsive  agita- 
tion. She  was  still,  however,  i^ufficiendy  mistress 
of  her  feelings  to  repress  them :  h^r  anxiety  waf 
intense,  almost  ta  madness. 

The  stranger  looked  amazed ;  but  afterapause^ 
replied — 

''  I  believe  it  would  have  been  well  to  liave 
consulted  him^  had  he  Kved ;  because,  m  ypu^ 
Highness  understands^  he  was  well  kpown  to 


HSMOIBS  QF  CAROJblNB.  37 

liord  Edward: — and  something  onigbt  have  been 
got  from  him  relative  to  certain  miovem^nts  whicb 
the  young  nobleman  is  said  to  intend  in  Ireland, 
that  would  not  have  been  too  dearly  purchased 
by  my  master  at  any  price^  whatever  he  might 
have  paid  for  them.  Are  you  sure,  Sir^  that  bis. 
friend,  this  Colonel,  has  left  Wolfenstein?". 

*^  In  all  that  concerns  him/'  rejoined  the  Duke, 
inrith  an  air  of  deep  solemnity^  ''I  am  most  pecn-* 
liarly  situated.  I  had  not  seen  him  for  sometime 
before  poor  Wentworth  was  killed ;  and  on  that 
very  occasion^  I  could  have  almost  sworn  that 
I  saw /' 

Here  the  parties  moved  away,  pursuing  iheir 
walk  down  the  eminence  and  acroiss  the  park  to 
a  private  door^  which  none  but  the  Duke,  the 
Duchess,  and  the  Princess^  had  hitherto  had  either 
the  means  or  the  permission  of  opening.  ^The 
breathless  curiosity  of  Caroline^  it  would  be  in; 
vain  to  attempt  expressing.:  ]M>ne  but  our  readers 
of  that  fair  and  lovely  sex  can  have  even  an  idea 
of  it :  they^  too^  can  best  enter  into  her  feelings  of 
vexation  and  disappointment  at  the  avddenr  ioter-« 
roption  of  this  conversation,  in  so  critical  a  period 
of  it, . 

Pursuing  them  with  her  eye,  Carolina  now  ad*^ 
vauced^Om  ber  place  of  concealment,,  and:  ob^ 
serv^  that  though  they  proceeded  to  the  Iktle 
pf^k-door  at  a  brisk  pace,  they  were  still  engaged 
in  very  eamM  conversation..  By  his  gesticala-* 
tion,  die  Duke  appeared  to  be  endeavouring  tei 
feknbve  some  v^roog  impression  from  tbe.straiiger's: 
mUid  ;  a  iappoaition  which  Caroline  thought  con- 
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firmed,  when  she  saw  the  frequency  with  whiclr 
the  Duke,  as  tbey  stood  tarrying  at  tlie  half- 
opened  gate^  pointed  with  his  finger  to  different 
quarters  of  the  palace^  as  if  in  explanation  of  some 
facts  relative  to  its  inmates ;  and  when  she  per- 
ceived the  sort  of  respectful  incredulity  which 
the  stranger's  countenance  assumed^  and  the  ve- 
I^ement  sincerity  with  which  the  Duke  reiterated 
apparently,  some  former  assertions^  untii^  by  rea*' 
son  of  the  stranger's  at  length  bowing  and  assent- 
ing with  equal  order  and  superior  rapidity^  Caro* 
line  imagined  he  was  at  last,  in  reality^  convinced 
bv  her  father,  and  was  now  anxious  to  remove 
from  his  mind  any  kind  of  offence  incurred  by 
tbecritpe  of — having  presumed  to  entertain  hi^ 
own  opinion^  (though  he  might  now  be  disposed- 
to  hold  a  different  one,)  when  it  was  contrary  ta 
that  of  the  reigning  Prince  or  Duke  of  Wolfen- 
stein;  The  doQr  was  finally  closed,  and  'both 
the'Dske  and  the  unknown  disappeared. 

As  Caroline  crossed  the  park  to  regain  her* 
chamber,  her  mind  was  lost  in  •  a  mazy  labyrinth- 
of  Tain  eonjectune^  doubt^  and  difficulty.  '*  Who 
the  stranger  was  1"  was  one  of  the  first  questions^ 
she  asked  herself  But  *^  what  it  was  her  father 
was  about  to  reniark  in  regard  to  Barham/'  was 
the  most  important  one.  Thus  all  her  plans 
of  secret  secltision  were  destroyed  by  this  unwel- 
come violation  of  the  -solitude  of  her  tower. 
Had  her  father  been  into  the  upper  chamber^  and 
detected  there^  her  harp  and  ber  miisicj  herbooks* 
and  her  drawings?  Suspense  on  this  point  might 
be  satisfied^  and  therefore  was  intolerable.    She 
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reftolved  to  retura  to  the  place^  and  be  satisfied 
upoQ  that  bead.  Id  truths  it  was  a  roroantie 
adveDture;  one^  therefore^  by  no  means  the  less 
pleasing  to  her  on  that  score  !  Accordingly  she 
ascended  the  tower  to  examine  hc^r  apartment 
It  was  untouched  :'she,  (must  I  write  it,  ladies?*) 
on  recrossing  the  lower  chamber^  looked  with  ex- 
ceeding vigilance  for  any  fragment  of  paper, 
which,  (as  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Duke^  her 
father,  to  tear  up  his  letters  first,  and  then  to 
answer  them)  might  in  part  explain  the  mysterious 
visit  of  the  stranger.  On  this  occasion,  forgetful 
of  her  usual  fears  and  caution,  she  even  ventured 
to  look  into  the  well. .  Finding,  however,  neither 
torn  paper^  nor  forgotten  letter,  nor  broken  seal, 
she  once  more  quitted  the  tower,  moralizing  with 
the  amiable  inconsistency  of  all  the  lovely 
daughters  of  Eve,  on  the  folly  and  impropriety  of 
curiosity. 

The  next  mornings  while  the  Duke  was  at  the 
hunt,  Caroline  took  care  «to  have  all  her  ''  petit" 
furniture  removed  from  the  tower,  to  another,  but 
okder  favourite  retreat  of  her's ;  one  which  she  had 
frequented  from  earliest  infancy.  It  was  called 
the  Bower.  This  great  object  she  managed  to 
accomplish,  not  without  shedding  a  few  teara  at 
the  sad  necessity  of  the  thing,  with  the  aid  of 
the  same  faithful  servant  who  had  conveyed  them 
to  the  tower. 

At  dinner  that  day,  Madame  S.  and  the  Mar- 
gravine JB —  made  many  insidious  and  sarcastic 
remarks  on  the  '^peripatetic"  amusements  of 
Caroline :  she  tetumed  a  sensible,  answer  to  the 
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spirit  in  ^hich  they /had  beeti  directed  against, 
her,  and  sighed  at  the  remembrance  of  the  be^ 
loved  object  which  had  caused  them. 


CHAPTER  V. 

• 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  our  friends, 
£•  F.  and  Colonel  Barham;  of  whom,  very  pos* 
sibly,  the  reader  by  this  time  may  be  carious  to 
hear.  The  story  of  the  fish^man  was  perfectly 
true ;  they  had  engaged  hid  boat^  and  had  pro* 
deeded  to  Bremen;  from  whence,  with  all  ima« 
gihable  dispatch;  they  made  the  best  of  their 
way  to  England.  Nothing  occurred  in  tfaeir'short 
voyage  from  one  coast  to  the  other,  worthy  of  re* 
cord.  Upon  arriving  in  London,  Lord  £«  F. 
waiting  one  day  upon  Lord  -^ — ^,  and  holding 
with  him  almost  his  last  conference  relative  to 
the  political  state  of  his  own  unfortunate  country, 
heard  for  the  first  time,  and  with  inexpressible 
sarprize,  that  it  was  at  that  moment  under  de« 
bate  in  the  Council^  who  should  be  selected  as  di« 

illustrious  partner  of  the  P of  W-^ — ^;  and 

that  the  general  sentiment  hitherto,  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  daughter  ofthe  Dukeof  Wolf^MdiH* 
Lord  Edward  mentioned  the  popular  rumoi*  to 
which  we  have  already  adverted,  aind  expressed 
his  amazement  that  such  an  intdfition  should 
have  been  talked  of  two  ov  three  years  before^ 
The  Minister,  however,  satisfied  him,  that'  with^ 
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out  emanating  from  any  authentic  source^  the  ru- 
moul*  was  exceedingly  natural,  inasmuch  as,  from 
the  present  custom  of  the  state  not  permitting 
Members  of  the  Royal  Family  to  intermarry  widi 
any  of  the  ancieot  nobility  of  the  Land,  public 
curiosity  must,  of  course,  have  been  busy,  long 
before,  in  selecting  the  fair  object  from  among 
the  Reigning  Families  of  Continental  Europe : 
in  which  case  it  might  easily  hare  anticipated  the 
wishes  of  the  Cabinet.  He  then  observed,  that 
he  understood  Lord.  Edward  had  but  recently 
Quitted  Wolfenstein;  adding  that  he  should  be 
curious  to  hear  from  him  any  particulars  relative 
to  the  character  and  manners  of  the  Courts  its 
conversation  and  amusements ;  but  particularly', 
any  thing  whatever  which  regarded  its  chief  or- 
nament, the  Princess  Caroline.  To  eiX  thefse 
minute  enquiries.  Lord  Edward  replied  with  that 
candour  and  intelligence,  for  which,  while  living, 
he  was  so  eminently  distinguished;  and  if  he  made 
no  mention  of  his  friend  Barham,  he  so  acted,  no  ^ 
doubt,  as  never  having  permitted  himself  to  eonsi* 
der  the  **  tendresse  de  cceur**  of  which  Barham 
talked  sometimes,  as  founded  in  real  and  lasting 
impressions,  by  reason  <jf  the  great  disparity 
between  the  parties,  and  the  incredible  rashness 
Which  could  permit  in  the  breast  of  either  of 
therii  Such  an  attachment  to  be  cherished.  But 
in  thid  he  was  completely  mistaken.  JUte  fact, 
however,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  prudence,  (an 
t>dd  complamt  on  the  part  of  a  young  and  im* 
petuous  Irish  nobleman  !)  was  so :  and  perliaps 
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it  would,  at  that  period,  have  been  difficult  to 
select  two  persons^  each  of  whom  felt  for  the  other 
sentiments  of  more  exalted  or  refined  affection, 
than  our  heroine  and  the  luckless  Barham. 
When  Lord  Edward  regained  his  house  in 
Grosvenor  Square,  he  found  the  latter  just  re- 
covering from  a  severe  paroxysm  of  pain,  which 
the  anguish  of  his  wound  occasionally  brought 
on.  These  two  friends  were  warmly  devoted  to 
one  another;  and  intent  as  Lord  Edward  was 
upon  the  sufferings  of  his  country,  and  the  ill 
success  of  some  representations  upon  that  head 
which  he  had  just  been  making  to  his  Lordship, 
he  felt  at  the  instant  every  other  consideration 
absorbed  by  the  pressing  danger  of  his  friend. 
Barham  soon  recovered,  and  was  himself  far  more 
shocked  at  the  intelligence  of  the  meditated  des* 
tiny  of  Caroline.  He  was  master  enough  of  his 
feelings,  indeed,  to  restrain  them  in  the  presence 
of  that  friend ;  biit  he  had  no  sooner  quitted  the 
apartment,  than  he  gave  vent  to  them  in  the  most 
impassioned  expressions  of  grief  and  of  regret. 
Sometimes  he  arrayed  his  own  rashness :  then, 
the  cruelty  of  his  fate :  now,  he  blamed  the  stern- 
ness of  his  own  destiny,  and  now^the  excess  of  his 
own  presumption.  In 'one  respect  he  wronged 
the  amiable  object  of  his  regards.  He  took  it 
for  granted  that  the  splendor  of  a  Royal  Alli- 
ance, aiMl  so  near  a  prospect  of  the  first  Throne 
of  the  world,  would  of  course  be  too  much  for 
her,  and  fatal  to  any  remaining  affection,  which 
she  might  possess  for  him :  and^  in  forming  the 
wild  and  desperate  determination,   which   we 
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shall  next  have  to  record,  he  was  actuated  perhaps 
more  by  a  desire  of  tenderly  reproaching  Caro- 
line for  her  anticipated  oblivion  of  pkst  scenes^ 
than  by  other  and  more  generous  feelings. 

It  was  now  the  year  1 7 — :  in  a  neighbouring 
country,  a  storm,  which  had  long  been  gathering 
on  the  gloomy  horizon  of  the  political  hemisphere, 
and  which  from  a  single  dark  and  distant  speck, 
had  rapidly  advanced  till  it  had  attained  the 
mighty  and  overshadowing  magnitude  of  one 
vast  and  impending  cloud,  burst  with  long  accu- 
mulated terrors  upon  a  devoted  kingdom.  If 
the  crimes  of  an  oppressive  and  profligate  nobi- 
lity ;  if  the  delinquency  of  intriguing  and  volup- 
tuous princes  ;  if  the  bouildless  corruption  of  a 
guilty  court ;  if  the  scandalous  abuses  of  a  pol- 
luted church,  and  a  decaying  state ;  if  the  hor- 
rible excesses  of  some,  and  the  unpitied  wrongs 
of  millions : — if  all  these  called  for  vengeance, 
and  for  punishment ; — ^the  measure  of  penalty 
and  of  retribution  was  yet  immoderate !  The 
destroying  fires,  the  rushing  waters,  which  that 
black  and  brooding  cloud  discharged  upon 
the  affrighted  land,  consumed  and  swept  a^ay 
in  wide  and  undistinguished  ruin,  the  virtuous 
and  the  brave,  the  guilty  and  the  good.  Age 
perished  by  the  side  of  youth ;  youth  withered'  at 
the  feet  of  age :  and  the  same  grave  closed  upon 
the  gory  head  of  the  penitent  victim^  and  the  dis- 
honoured carcase  of  the  fallen  traitor !  The  very 
hand,  with  which  returning  Justice  healed  the 
wounds  of  vanquished  power,  was  smitten  off 
by  the  random  sword  of  popular  anarchy ;  in 
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that  murderoua  and  infinite  confusion,  the  arm 
of  drunken  licentiousness  avenged  this  cause  of 
shrinking  modesty ;  and  in  the  succeeding  mo- 
ment, the  bloody,  the  presiding  genius  of  the 
raging  tempest,  would  involve  in  the  whirl- 
wind of  its  wrath,  modesty,  and  licentiousness 
snatching  them  away  to  common  and  inevitable 
destruction.  The  distinctions  of  sex,  the  reve- 
rence of  age,  the  tenderness  of  youth,  the  sanc- 
tity of  religion^  the  sacredness  of  honor,  were 
all  forgotten  or  prMcribed :  in  that  plague  of 
blood,  the  pestilence  of  mora,l  death  was  upon 
all :  no  man  knew  his  fellow ;  an  unnatural,  un- 
earthly appetite  for  slaughter,  raged  through  the 
multitude  witli  the  rapidity  of  infection,  and  the 
ardour  of  madness.  Wild  riot  was  abroad ;  and 
the  cry  was  *f  revolution."  The  pillar  which  yes- 
terday they  had  reared  with  their  own  bandSj, 
^ad  on  which  they  had  enthroned  their  own 
idol,  to-day  they  levelled  with  the  dust,  only  to 
re^ce  in  the  destruction  of  that  idol.  Havoc 
fainted  in  his  work  of  annihilation.  Insurrection 
was  paUed  with  the  facility  of  blood :  in  the  wan- 
tonnei^  of  evil^  she  called  Treason  to  her  aid,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  refined  and  deliberate  satisfac-' 
tions  of  more  slpw^  more  certain,  more  extensive 
ruin.  Yet  snch  wa^  the  total  want  of  good  faith^ 
that  when  Treason  would  ascertain  the  strength 
of  his  guilty  comrades^  he  found  on  every  face 
the  smile  of  confident  deceit:  he  marked  in 
every  eye,  the  dark  expression  of  anticipated 
villainy-;  he  saw  in  evei?y  hand,  t^ie  impatient 
,^e»pon  of  deferred  assassination ! 
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:  Perdition  «at^  like  a  boding  spirit,  upon  the 
'*  High  places."  The  palaces  were  deserted ;  the 
churches  were  dismantled  ;  the  dead  were  torn 
from  their  violated  graves,  to  be  mute  witnesses 
of  the  crimes  of  the  living.  Lofty  domes  and 
gilded  cupolas  reposed  in  majestic  but  mournful 
silence  over  marble  halls  and  ruined  altars^ 
which  never  felt  the  foot  or  hand  of  man  but 
for  the  purposes  of  spoliation  or  of  sacrilege. 
The  arts  of  peaceful  industry  and  the  busy  hum 
of  commerce,  were  all  silent  and  extinct :  and 
through  many  a  deserted  quarter  of  a  splendid 
capital,  the  unresisted  wind  wafted  only  the  sighs 
of  desolation  I 

If  we  have  dwelt  thus  lai^ely  upo^  that  great 
political  convulsion,  emphatically  styled  ''  the" 
French  Revolution,  the  immense  importance,  and 
incalculably  consequences  of  that  momentous 
event  must  plead  an  excuse.  Every  nation  of 
{lurope  was  more  or  less  afiected  by  it,  ia  pro- 
portion to  its  vicinity  to  or  distance  from  the 
centre  of  commotion.  While  it  may  well  be 
said  that  the  ridiculoi^  conduct  of  certain  parties 
ilk  attempting  at  first  to  despise,  aqd  afterwards  to 
pat  down  public  opinion,  was  one  of  the  most 
pawerful  combustibles;  whose  unskilful  treatment 
irst  kindled  the  terrible  conflagration ;  it  must  be 
confessed  that  no  precedic^  or  si^bsequent  event 
^ver  went  so  far  to  invade,  insult,  and  destroy, 
in  many  instances,  popular  prejudices.  And  here 
we  caqnot  help  observing,  that,  however  the  ad- 
voeqi^  Qf  polUical  and  moral  '"  perfectability," 
h«tv«  i»lw»y«  upheld,  in  their  respective  systemf 
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of  government  and  morals,  the  abolition  of  all 
prejudices,  and  the  sole  empire  and  influeudf  of 
human  reason ;  the  experience  of  all  history,  ^ut 
nnost  especially  the  experience  of  this  stupendous 
revolution,)  obliges  us  to  confess  that  their 
schemes  involve  them  in  this  dilemma ;  either, 
that  in  well  governed  states  it  is  necessary,  and 
therefore  politic,  not  only  to  respect  but  even  to 
support  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  to  a  very 
great  extent ;  or  else,  that  it  is  a  solecism  in  poli- 
tics, to  make  the  standard  of  empire  or  of  obedi- 
ence solely  referable  to  human  reason. 

In  the  French  Revolution  the  case  was  fairly 
tried  ;  and,  while  we  glory  in  openly  professing 
ourselves  the  warm  admirers  of  a  limited  and 
rigorous  monarchy,  we  presume  we  may  fairly 
say,  that  the  commencement  of  that  revolution, 
while  these  honest  "  vulgar'*  prejudices,  as  they 
have  been  idly  termed,  were  in  a  fall  state  of 
excitement^  was  hailed  in  this  country  with  a 
feeling  much  wanner  then  mere  approbation. 
While  France  was  content  to  claim  undeniable 
rights,  while  Frenchmen  complained  of  gros9 
insults  offered  to  their  national  prejudices,  while; 
as  men,  they  demanded  the  restitution  of  privi* 
leges,  whose  suspension  they  could  only  endure 
as  slaves,  their  ''cause  was  a  good  cause,"  and 
good  men  were  with  them. 

But  when  wild  and  visionary  fanatics,  who, 
professed  themselves  to  be  philosophers ; — ^whan 
speculative  theorists,  who  fondly  imagined  them* 
selves  statesmen ; — when  factious  and  designing 
incendiaries,  who  preached    revolt,  and  invo- 
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ked  anarchy ; — ^when  those  heartless^  shameless^ 
boundless  profligates^  whose  apostacy  from  reli- 
gion and  from  loyalty  was  polluted  by  avarice, 
aggravated  by  the  possession  of  great  talents^ 
and  damned  by  the  exertion  of  a  most  flimsy  ' 
hypocrisy ;  when  all  these  mischievous  engines 
of  sedition  and  immorality  had  once  succeedc^d 
in  persuading  the  minds  of  men,  no  longer  to 
reverence  the  institutions  of  their  forefathers;  no 
louger  to  follow  the  dull,  the  beaten  track  of 
duty  and  fidelity,  which  their  ancestors  had 
trodden: — and  to  soar  beyond  those  odious^ 
those  petty,  those  contracted  *'  prejudices," 
which  they  had  prescribed  to  their  posterity  as 
the  landmarks  of  conduct,  the  rules  of  life,  the 
observances  of  good  subjects: — we  say,  from 
that  moment  the  sinews  of  the  nation  became 
diseased:  frenzy  settled^  as  it  were,  upon  the 
minds  of  the  whole  people.  Those  classes,  who 
are  collectively  denominated  the  people,  be* 
came,  from  men,  monsters; — ^the  undiscrimina* 
ting  fury  of  intoxicated  ferocity  succeeded  to  the 
calm  and  intrepid  deliberations  of  men  employed 
in  the  noblest  of  all  subjects — ^the  assertion  of 
their  just  freedom.  Religion,  no  longer  the  ven- 
erable mediatrix  between  contending  factions 
and  hostile  spirits,  -  became  the  common  foe  of 
all ;  and^  while  the  scaffold  and^the  sword  wer# 
sleei^less  in  their  extermination  of  all  who  wore 
her  garb,  or  defended  her  cause,  the  society 
from  which  she  was  an  outcast;  relaxed  in  dis- 
cipline, deserted  by  good  faith,  and  lost  in  all 
the  mad  intemperance  of  licentiousness,  succes- 
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8ively  het^me  th«  prey  oiT  sanguinary  violence; 
unbounded  crime^  and  ir6n  despotisni.  The  al-^ 
tar  and  the  throne  were  tumbled  down  in  the 
same  infinite  destruction^  which  overthrew  the 
pillars  of  the  state^  and  erased  the  various  gra- 
dations of  rank  and  honor.  An  insecure  and 
lawless  equality  was  vainly  supposed  to  exist,  as 
of  property ;  and  really  did  exist,  as  of  wicked- 
tiess.  In  this  vast  republic  of  iniquity,  the  pre- 
eminence was  only  given  to  surpassfaig,  and, 
theretofore, Tinheard-of,  crime.  .Ample,  however, 
as  was  this  theatre  of  guilt ;  the  expansion  of  ite 
compressed  ;wd  concentrated  mischiefs  pro- 
duced an  explosion,  which  shook,  as  we  have 
said,  the  foundations  of  every  kingdom  in  Europe^ 
and  inspired  every  reigning  FStentate  with  rea. 
sonable  alarms  for  his  own  personal  safety,  and 
the  security  of  his  ^wn  domfnions. 

Accordingly^  an  intimate  confederacy  was 
formed. between  a  few  of  the  great  Continental 
Powers.  It  is  not,  hovirever^  our  intention  to  an- 
ticipate at  all  the  progress  of  our  history,  or  in 
any  way  to  fatigue  the  attention  of  our  readeni 
by  a  detail  of  the  operations  of  successive  caoi-' 
paigns.  It  will  be  only  necessary  for  us  to  ob- 
serve, that  by  the  consent  of  the  dtfierent  Poten- 
tates^ the  Duke  of  WoTfenstein  Iras  created  Cap- 
tain-General of  the  confederate  or  allied  forces. 
But  before  his  entering  upon  that  new  'and 
splendid  appointment^  we  have  nmch  to  obaerve 
upon,  much  previously  to  record  ;  and  stilY  more 
briefly  to  advert  to. 

Some  days  subsequently  to  the  adventure  of 
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the  Tower,  Caroline  was  presiding,  as  usual,  i9 
the  absence  of  her  mother  at  the  head  of  the 
Ducal  household,  when  the  following  convert 
sation  ensued  between  herself  and  the  Duke, 
the  Margravine  of  B,  the  French  Marshal  R, 
to  whom  we  have  alluded  before,  and  Madame 
de  S— « — L 

*^  You  have  not  yet,"  (said  Caroline,  addres* 
sing  herself  to  the  Marshal  R — ^b — ^u)  '♦  returned 
me  an  answer  to  the  question  1  put  to  you  as  to 
your  opinion  of  the  gardens  of  Wolfen^tein 
Castle.  1  must  protest,  ( before  you  reply,  ob-* 
serve,)  against  every  species  of  Ffonch  flattery : 
and  the  more  especially  so,  because  ^|he  gardens 
are  laid  out  in  the  English  taste." 

^^  And  by  your  directions,  1  should  presume," 
replied  the  gallant  Frenchman;  ^'and  the  result 
of  both  your  united  tastes  has.  been,  if  I  may 
be  permitted  BO  to  speak,  to  produce  an  epitome 
of  the  character  of  their  illustrious  decorator. — '' 

The  Princess  bowed : — 

m 

**  They  are  elegant  bjit  they  are  natural; 
highly  ornamented,  but  not  artificial ;  various,  but 
not  confused ;  cultivated,  and  yet  romantic." 

The  Ladies  all  applauded  this  high  flown,  but 
not  unhandsomely  insinuated,  admiration ;  and 
while  each  fair  one  declared  that  nothing  could 
be  more  justly  applied,  there  was  a  singularly 
meaning  simper  upon  her  lip,  which  most 
treacherously  intimated  that  it  only  required  to 
have  been  addressed  individually  to  herselftq 
have  be^n  excessively  proper." 

''  I  aasure  you,  Marshal,"  said  the  Duke,  *'.the 

H 
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Princess  my  daughter  has  always  taken  a  very 
considerable  interest  in  those  gardens," 

^^  And  of  late,  I  can  vouch/' (said  Madame  de 

S ,  in  one  of  her  most  sarcastic  tones,)  "  that 

she  has  taken  so  great  an  interest  in  the  gardens, 

or  the the  gardens,  I  suppose,  in  her, — ^that 

her  Highness  is  never  to  be  seen  after  some 
favourite  nightingale,  or  other  *'  cultivated  and 
yet  romantic'  animal,  has  warbled  its  signal.*' 

The  ladies  joined  in  a  very  cordial  laugh  at 
this  sally,  and  while  the  Duke  appeared  disposed 
to  join  in  it  also,  his  eyes  looked  inquisitively  at 
his  daughter. — **  You  do  not  partake  of  our  mer- 
riment, Caroline;"  said  the  Duke,  in  a  half 
serious,  half-joking  tone. 

It  is  because  I  do  not  comprehend  the  pro- 
per meaning.  Sir,  of  M adame*8 1'emark.  Neither 
did  I  expect  that  if  1  made  it  my  evening  prac- 
tice to  admire  the  beauties  of  your  Highnesses 
domain  here,  I  was  to  become  amenable  to  this 
sort  of  tribunal;  1  really  should  fbel  obliged  if 
Madame  would  condescend  to  lower  her  remarks 
more  to  the  level  of  my  own  meaner  capacity. 
At  present  I  must  iconfess  I  do  uot  rightly  un- 
derstand her. 

The  Margravine  and  Madame  looked  rather 
confused  at  the  unexpected  dignity  with  which 
Caroline  spoke,  and  at  the  serious  tone  she  as^ 
sumed.  Luckily  for  them,,  they  were  joined  by 
the  Baroness  Van  Orpenton,  and  one  or  two 
other  ladies  of  the  court. 

"  By  heavens,  ladies,"  said  the  Duke,  laugh- 
ing very  heartily,  ^*  you  have  at  lai^t  found  out 


MBMOiKS  or  CAROUKS.  51 

the  fiuethod  of  makii^  my  tlaughter  ex<iee4jn^y 
serious;  she  seems  disposed,  moreover^  to  h^ 
a  little  displeased  at  M^adame's  raillery :  but  that 
Id  me  is  always  so  agreeable;  ;iHiat  I  ^m  tempted 
to  suggest,  ifevroiild  he  mojTe  i^eeable  to  usalf 
to  hear  a  little  more  of  it^^' 

Poor  Caroline . was  ftUhost  vexed  at  this  public 
declaration  of  her  father's  beoi^Toleot  iotentiods 
in  her  favor ;  and  while  the  ladies,  but  for  meP« 
punctilio,  would  have  immediately  recommenced 
iheir  insidious  and.  ill-natured  attack,  her  own  face 
was'sufiiised  with  the  Mushes  of  in^iepuous  shaine 
and  indication,  attiie  want  of  deliQi»ey  betrayed 
by  the  Duke,  ^e  little  imagined  that  the  sa«ie 
subject  was  speedily  to  be  renewed  to  her  iijucrefts- 
«d  mortifidatioa,  and  iQ  her  presence* 

While  the  Baroness  Van  Orpenton,  however, 
OTgiCged  her,  and  this  fair  '*  Cabal"  in  vx  inter 
edting  conversation  about  the  arrangements  of 
a  '^fete  chainpetre"  which  it  was  proposed  very 
speedily  to-girc,  in  honor H>f  the  Duke's  birth  day, 
the  Duke  himfeelf  heldwiththe  Marshal  R— mb--u 
a  conversation  which  our  readers  may  think 
at  least  equally  interesting,  and  which  we  con- 
sider at  least  equally  authentic* 

«'  You  were  speaking,  IM^rsh^l,"  sa^d  the  Duke, 
•'  of  the  battle  of  Lowositz,  1  remember  it  well, 
although  then  extremely  young;  poor  General 


♦  The  leader  canuot  ffiil  io  perceive  our  obligations  ^o  the 
MontUy  Remw ;  [aee  th?i  Bevm  191%']  mx  ouradvea  to  acknow- 
ledge in  this'iMtancealflO,  our  obligations  to  the  same  firieod 
whose  asnstasce  we  bare  noticed. 
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Brown  had  but  a  very  sorry  account  to  rendef 
to  the  Imperial  court  of  that  affair.*  I  have  aU 
ways  thought  that  the  ill-success  of  that  dis- 
astrous battle  must  have  struck  a  panic  into 
the  Saxon  garrison  at  Pima ;  for  in  such  a  fortress 
they  ought  to  have  compelled  all  Europe^  had  all 
her  powers  sat  down  before  it,  to  raise  the  setge. 
Besides,  1  know  that  the  great  Frederick  could 
tiot  repress  his  utter  astonishment  at  his  ovm  sac- 
cess  •" 

**  1  believe  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  upon 
that  head,"  rejoined  the  Marshal. — "They  wan- 
ted, Sir,  at  Pirna  two  very  effective  aids :  B — ^k 
riflemen  and  French  engineers ;  the  two  very 
aids  without  which  it  must  be  clear  to  your  Se- 
rene Highness  that  the  Austrians  never  could 
have  taken  Schweidnitz.  At  Schweidnitz  the 
garrison  was  so  well  officered,  that  it  would 
have  been  in  vain  to  have  approached  (he  place, 
unless  they  had  picked  off  a  few  of  the  gallant 


•«M 


*  *'  The  armies  of  his  Prussian  Majesty,  like  aD  irrdsbtibte 
torrent,  burst  into  Saxony,  totally  defeated  the  Imperial  Geoenl 
Brown,  at  the  Irnttle  of  Lowositz,  forced  the  Saxons  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  though  almost  impregnably  fortified  at  Pima;  and  the 
elector  of  Saxony  fled  to  his  regal  dominions  in  Poland.  Afler 
this  his  Prussian  Majesty  was  put  to  the  ban  of  the  empire ;  and 
the  French  poured  by  one  quarter,  their  armies, .  as  the  RassiaQs 
did  by  another,  into  the  empire.  The  conduct  of  his  Prussian 
Majesty  on  this  occasion,  is  the  most  surprising  that  is  to  be  met 
with  in  history «  At  last,  howerer,  the  taking  of  Col- 
berg  by  the  Russians  and  of  Schweidnitz  by  the  Austrians  vrjea  on 
the  point  of  completing  his  ruin,  when  his  most  formidable 
enemy,  &c." 

Encyclop.  Brit.  Art.  GERMANY^ 
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fellows,  who  were  able  to  direct  the  operationg 
necessary  to  sustain  ten  such  seiges.  Wheui 
that  was  once  done,  the  place  could  hold  out  a 
very  little  longer." 

*'  It  is  the  privil^e  of  your  countrymen  to  be 
polite;  you  have,  tlierefore,  considered  our  ser- 
vices first  R — b— ^u.  But  what,  my  dear  Mar* 
shaU  could  the  Austrians  have  atchieved  at 
Schweidnitz,  or  the  Russians  at  Colberg,  or  the 
Prussians  at  Pirna,  without  French  engineers  ? 
what  indeed,  would  have  been  the  success  of  my 
illustrious  relative  himself/  if  he  had  not  incor- 
porated into  his  admirable  system,  some  large 
portions  of  French  tactics  ?" 

''  Your  Serene  Highness  is  pleased  to  do  us 
honor.  There  may  be  some  truth,  however,  in 
the  remark,  seeing  that  the  English  themselves, 
our  mortal  enemies,  have  adopted  many  of  our 
recent  improvements ;  so  that  you  see,  Sir,  proud 
as  they  are  ever,  they  are  glad  to  follow  us." 

"Aye,  aye.  Marshal,  but  I  fear  they  follow 
so  closely  that  they  tread  on  your  heels;  and 
that  when  you  talk  of  their  adopting  yourtactics^ 
you  are  making  the  knives,  which  they  admire, 
indeed  ;  but  with  which  they  will  some  day  cut 
your  owi^  throats." 

The  Marshal  looked  a  little  disconcerted  at 
this^  but  recovering  himself^  in  a  moment,  obser- 
ved—" Your  Highness  imagines  then,  they  would 
ctot  in  much  the  same  manner  to  us,  in  that  case^ 


*  Frederic  tbe  Great. 
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R6  her  colonies  hi  America  have  recently  acted 
to  th^m ;  at  least  your  Serene  Highness  supposes 
almost  a  parallel. " 

''  Now  that  you  mention  America,  Marshal, 
I  thought  at  the  time  of  those  troobles,  what  a 
glorious  opportunity  for  enterprize  and  distinc- 
tion was  open  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Do  you  remember  1773?    We  were  at  S — - 

together;  and^  could  I  have  accompli^ed  my 
wishes,  1  hardly  know  whether  1  might  not  have 
been  induced  to  sacrifice  my  political  and  family 

connections  with  the  Crown  of  B itself." 

'*  I  do  indeed  remember  what  your  Highness 
speaks  of ;  and  if  1  be  not  much  mistaken^  1  have 
at  this  moment  a  minute  of  •  our  conversation 
which  I  made  immediately  upon  your  depar- 
ture/' 

The  Marshal  took  out  his  pocket-book,  whieh 
exhibited  a.  most  singular  ''  melange/'  all  com* 
bined  in  a  perfectly  French  taste.  From  the  midat 
Of  love  ballads  and  com  plaisters ; — letters  from 
the  French  King  testimonials  from  other  European 
Sovereigns^  and  billets-doux  \ — acknowledge 
meots  of  gambling  debts — ^recipes  for  curing 
horses  of  the  staggers, — some  fragments  of  an 
intended  translation  of  Ovid's  epistle8,^receipts 
for  making  tooth-powders,--some  dozen  of  tail- 
ors' cards  of  address, — (twice  that  quantity  of  un- 
paid bills  from  the  same  fraternity,)— a  few  trout^ 
flies, — and  innumerable  memoranda  of  assigna- 
tions in  every  quarter  of  every  city,  Paris,  Lon- 
don, Petersburgh,  Dresden,  Berlin,  and  Vienna, 
most  of  them  crossed  through  with  systematic 
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correctness,  lie  At  length  concluded  h»  coriotts 
search  by  extracting  the  minnte  in  question. 

"(Ml!  here  it  is,"  said  he,  "and,  with  your 
Highnese's  permission^  I  will  read  it.  It  appears 
that  some  years  afterthe  peace  of  1763,  I  Mar* 
shal  R.  met  the  hereditary  P.  of  B — k,  at  S — g. 
He  had  lately  come  over  from  England,  where  his 
Kception  had  not  very  much  [leased  hhn.  I  find 
that  we  tsUked  over  former  conflicts ;  and  that  I 
^as  much  indebted  to  the  Prince  for  certain  at^ 
tendons  and  honors  he  was  pleased  to  pay  me : 
and  that  he  rather  expressed  a  wish  of  being 
allied  with  F — e ; — ^tliat  I  observed  to  htm  no- 
thing was  more  possiUe  tlian  that  F — ^might  one 
day  be  allied  with  his  uncle  the  K.  of  P.  but 
that  he  personally,  would  always  be  encumbered 
by  his  connection  with  £•**•♦*  their  mortal 
enemy ;  and  that  he  answered,  briskly  enough, 
to  be  sure,  that  in  such  a  case  he  would  be  at 
no  loss  what  Course  to  pursue."  Well^  Sir,  it 
goes  on,-^"that  I,  seeing  how  little  the  said 
Duke  was  attached  to  the  said  country,  I  mean 

E ,  did  say,  with  a  laugh,  (your  Highness 

will  excuse  my  laughing  now)  that  he  ought  to 
go  to  America";  and,  by  playing  King  William's 
game,  becojne  the  sovereign  of  a  great  empire/' 
Finally — ^that  he  did  reply,*  "  such  a  speculation 


*  For  the  whole  of  thb  anecdote  we  must  refer  our  readers  again 
to  the  Monthly  Review,  1813:  the  passage  here  **  such  a  specula* 
tion,'^  is  copied  from  it  yerbatim.  It  may  be  necessary  to  observe, 
that  there  subsisted  a  vuit  nbae  relationship  between  ^ 

of  Wolfenstein  and  the  Duke  of  B in  the  anec ' 

iher  to  time  nor  plac^,  hare  we  wished  to  acco* 
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mojf  have  come  across  my  thoughts ;  but  it  requires 
an  age  to  unite  and  form  into  a  confederation 
colonies  which  are  divided  by  their  manners^ 
their  religion,  and  their  mutual  jealousies:  be- 
sides, when  they  go  the  length  of  revolting,  li* 
berty  will  be  their  object,  and  they  will  not  quit 
one  master  to  take  another." 

*^  There,  Sir,    is  a   faithful  transcript  of  the 
whole  business,'*  said  the  Marshal,  returning  the 
minute  to  its  former  bad  company. 

'*  Well,  well.  Marshal,  I  am  really,  I  must  coil^ 
fess^  tired  of  this  peaceful  inactivity,  but  unless 
the  ominous  appearances  which  France  at  this 
moment  presents  are  to  be  verified  by  an  open 
rupture,  I^^do  not  see  much  likelihood  of  lasting 
employment." 

Here  the  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  a  train  of  domestics,  who  announced 
the  dinner ;  and  leaving  the  party  to  the  enjoy-* 
ment  of  a  repast  not  less  grateful  to  German  than 
to  English  stomachs,  we  will  once  more  return 
to  Lord  Edward  F.  and  his  friend  Colonel  Bar* 
ham,  whom  we  most  abruptly  left. 


and  the  reader  will  obserre  throughout,  a  manifest  confusion  of 
dates,  which,  howerer,  we  have  for  manj  reasons  adopted.  **  Vn> 
bum  sat.** 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Barham^  as  our  readers  have  seen^  was  most 

cruelly  distressed  at  the  fatal  confirmation  of  his 

fears.      However  he  reproached  himself  with 

folly,  with  presumption^  with  madness;  the  ten-* 

der  prepossession  of  his  heart  was  invincible ; 

and  the  struggle  which  he  made  to  conceal  the 

agitation  of  his  soul  only  served  the  more  strong* 

ly  to  betray  the  real  emotion  and  passion  which 

he  had   so  long  cherished,  with  rash  and  un^ 

suspecting  delight.     It  will  hardly  seem  matter 

of  surprise,  that  to  the  eye  of  friendship  all  this 

should  be  very  easily  discernible  :  and,  accords 

ingly,  his  warm  and  bosom  friend,  JLiOrd  £,  F. 

struck  with  the  alarming  alteration  of  his  manner 

and  appearance,  pressed  him  so  warmly  to  dis-» 

close  the  real  causes  of  his  grief,  that  Barham, 

finding  it  impossible  to  resist  the  importunities 

of  his  friend  made  a  full  and  ingenuous  disclo-' 

sure  of  the  whole  affair.     The  first  expressions 

of  Lord  Edward,  when  this  was  concluded,  were 

those  of  unaffected  astonishment.     He  saw  not 

thing  very  wonderful  in  any  man's  falling  in  love 

with  such  a  woman  as  Caroline  of  B — ^ ;  but 

that  a  simple  Colonel  of  Hussars  should,  for  one 

moment,  entertain,  instead  of  dismissing  such  a, 

passion^  did  appear  to  him>  ats  it  has  appeared^ 
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no  doubt,  to  most  of  our  readers^  the  very  last 
excess  of  folly  and  absurdity.  Seeing,  however, 
that  poor  Barham  was  in  that  comfortable  state 
of  infatuation,  which  I  should  be  tempted  to  call 
the  "  sophi-phobia,"  when  the  patient  rejects  all 
reasonable  advice^  with  a^  much  disgust  and 
horror,  as  a  mad  dog  turns  from  water.  Lord 

E refrained  from  advising,  in  order  to  pity ; 

and  took  much  blame  to  himself  for  having  been 
the  means,  though  innocently,  of  imparting  ad- 
dMiooal  pain  to  his  unfortunate  and  sufiering 
friend*  Conceiving  himself  to  have  injured  that 
friend,  the  generous  Irishman  was  unremitting 
and  unwearied  in  his  attempts  to  soothe,  and,  if 
poMible,  to  eradicate  the  anguish  of  his  mind. 
It  was  under  these  feelings,  that  he  came  into 
the  desperate  proposal,  which  we  have  spoken 
of,  the  moment  it  was  suggested  to  him  by  Barr 
hMM»  This  was  no  other  than  to  return  once 
more  to  the  territory  of  Wolfen^tein,  incog, 
endeavomr  to  see  the  Princess  again,  and  take 
an  everlasting  farewell  of  her,  before  he  finally 
retired  to  France,  or  to  some  more  distant  ceun- 
txy,  where  he  might  end  hie  days  in  solitary  and 
silent  obscurity.  The  resolutions  of  a  lover  are 
exceedingly  despotic :  they  allow  neither  of  de- 
lay^ nor  of  dispute :  and  all  revision  is  considered 
as  an  insult.  They  sure,  however,  oftentimes  ex- 
tremely fickle  :  but  the  ardent  temperament  of 
the  Colonel,  whose  element  was  exertion,  and 
whose  vital  principle  was  enei^,  disdained  all 
vacillation^  of  every  kind.  The  movement  was 
resolved;  it  was  instantly  adopted.     Lord  Ed- 
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Wai^d  ti^rote  to  Irelstnd,  whitli6r  he  had  ihteftdeid 
to  proceed  in  a  day  or  two,  to  say  that  a  few 
weeks  must  now  necei^arily  iutervene.-^Bafhaini 
took  upon  hhuself  t6  supercede  the  travellhlg 
arraugements,  and  Wetitworth  was  the  bearer  of 
Lord  Edward's  letter  to  the  sister  Kingdom,  be- 
ing charged  with  other  and  more  extensive  com- 
missions.     Now   the    travelling  arrangements 
were  made  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner 
imaginable  : — there  were  hats,  and  swords,  and 
clothes,  and  papers,  to  be  packed;  which  the 
general  consent  of  the  world  has  long  been  ac- 
customed to  place  together;  but  Barham,  not 
being  in  his  right  senses  exactly,  had  ptit  the 
writing —  *'  materiel,'*  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  with 
the  linen ;  the  boots  with  the  pistols ;  the  razors, 
with  the  orders  of  knighthood :  while  the  coats, 
and  the  waistcoats,  and  the  "  &c's,"  imprisoned 
sreparately  in  distant  trunks,  vainly  sighed  for 
each  other's  accustomed  society.    All  this  con- 
fusiot)  might  very  easily  have  been  prevented, 
had  the  packing  been  left,  as  usual,  to  Iverson, 
the  Colonels  orderly;   and  a  man  extremely 
skilful  in  all  these  mysteries.     But  the  Colonel 
was  obstinate,  that  is,  he  was  in  love:  and  never 
doubted  for  a  moment,  but  that  the  due  stowing 
and  disposition  of  his  pantaloons,  or  of  his  tooth-  ^ 
brushes,  was  as  much  an  o1)ject  of  personal  and 
secret  care,  as  the  arrailgement  of  his  private 
papers. 

It  was  upon  a  beautiful  morning,  in  the 
month  of' May,  in  the  year  179 —  that  the  two 
friends  had  arranged  to  quit  London ;  and  even 
barham,  whose  chief  considieration  Was  devoter* 
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to  an  object  of  so  much  more  importance  to  hid 
happiness,  sighed  to  think  it  was  for  the  last 
time.  The  travelling  chariot,  with  four  horses^ 
made  its  appearance  at  the  door  of  his  Lord- 
ship's house,  by  six  o'clock  upon  that  rnoruing ; 
for  the  Colonel  had  desired  the  grooms  to  be 
punctual  to  a  minute.  When  they  drove  up,  they 
found  him  pacing  backwards  and  forwards  be- 
fore the  door  of  the  house,  with  fretful  rapidity^ 
and  in  extreme  agitation; — *^  dire  to  tell/'  Lord 
Edward  had  not  been  home  all  night:  nor  had 
he  dispatched  any  messenger  to  Grosvenor 
Square^  to  account  for  his  absence.  If  we  must 
tell  the  truth,  Barham  accounted  for  this  delay 
in  a  way  not  creditable  either  to  Lord  Edward's 
tnorals,  of  to  his  punctuality.  He  concluded 
that — something  had  detained  him;  but  as  to 
what  that  something  was,  we,  who  well  know 
what  his  Lordship  was  employed  about,  will 
only  observe  here,  that  the  Colonel  was  quite 
wrong :  and  in  the  words  of  a  barbarous  French 
motto,  **  Honi  soil  qui  maly  pense"  The  clock 
of  Saint  George's,  Hanover  Square,  had  just 
struck  ^eveni  however,  when  Lord  Edward  join*^ 
ed  hii  desponding  frieod  ;  and^  after  making  a 
few  earnest  apologies,  which  he  was  vexed  to 
see  Barham  receive  with  a  kind  of  half-sup- 
pressed laugh,  (this  is  a  polite  way  of  intimating 
your  disbelief,)  they  stept  into  their  chariot,  and 
got  to  Harwich,  with  all  the  expedition  which 
relays  of  four  post-horses  each«  short  staged, 
End  excellent  roads,  enabled  them  to  do.  On 
Ihe  road,  it  was  apparent  that  a  deep  and  entire 
taelaiicholy  had  taken  full  possession  of  Bar» 
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ham:  lie  was  silent  and  reserved.  Now  and 
then,  indeed^  when  Lord  Edward  talked  of  a 
certain  country  which  he  loved,  and  expatiated 
upon  wrongs  which  he  rashly  sought  to  revenge^ 
the  soul  of  his  friend,  kindling  into  enthusiasm, 
burst  through  the  sorrows  of  the  present  hour, 
and  revelled,  vnth  animated  fervency,  in  bright 
visions  of  future  glory.  But  speedily  would  it 
relapse  into  the  same  brooding  and  comfortless 
dejection,  which  all  the  vivacity  and  friendly  at- 
tentions of  Lord  Edward  could  not  chase  away. 
After  dinner,  he  proposed  taking  a  walk  through 
the  town  of  Harwich,— but  this  the  Colonel  de- 
clined. He  then  suggested  a  turn  upon  the 
beach ;  but  Barham  rejected  that  proposal  in  the 
same  manner:  and  as  he  would  neither  visit  the 
theatre,  nor  call  for  cards,  nor  drink  his  wine, 
Lord  Edward  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  the 
room,  when  he  was  arrested  by  the  solemn  tone 
in  which  Barham  exclaimed — 

*'  Stop,  my  dear  F ,  I  conjure  you : — for 

heaven's  sake,  do  not  leave  me  !" 

''  I  was  fearful^  Barham/'  replied  his  Lord- 
ship, '^  that  my  company  was  irksome  to  you, 
and  every  proposition  which  [  could  devise  in 
order  to  amuse  you,  being  instantly  reeled,  I 
was  just  about  relieving  you  from  my  own  pre- 
sence, thinking  your  spirits  perhaps  were  unequal 
to  conversation.  You  will  readily  believe," 
continued  he,  sitting  down,  /•  that  I  much  more 
willingly  remain.*' 

"  My  best,  my  only  friend,"  said  B grasp- 
ing  his  hand« — '*  your  kindness   almost  over- 
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wliehiis  me.  IK>  ii6t  leave  me,  for  between  this 
deep  and  ev3  bodiBg  sadness,  and  tiie  wfld  con- 
fUftkm  of  my  paki,  I  hdf  mistrust  myself.'* 

"For  God's  sak«,  Barbam,  be  composed. 
Yon  know  you  may  command  me.  Have  I  not 
proved  this  by  sacrificing  the  dearest  purposes 
of  my  soul  for  a  while,  in  order  to  accompany 
yott?*^ 

*♦  Yon  have  indeed ; — yon  have ; — I  know,  I 
feel  it :  and  how  shall  I  evei*  repay  you? — WeJf, 
wiell,  I  see  yon  will  not  let  me  acknowledge  the 

obKgation ;  bnt  hear  me  F .     I  have  already 

told  you  the  history  of  this  fatal, — by  heavens, 
1  know  that  you  yourself  consider  it,  with  me, 
— ^this  absurd  passion. — Do  not,  my  dear  F. — 
attempt  to  deny  it.  Fatal,  absurd,  vain,  pre- 
sumptuous as  it  is,  1  say  it  can  end  only  with  my 
existence!  And  oh  !  my  friend^  that  existence 
which  1  trust  I  never  yet  was  known  too  fondly 
to  regard,  in  many  a  field  where  1  have  fought^ 
however  I  may  have  spared  it  to*others;  that, 
existence  a  firm  and  rooted  presentiment  tells 
me  I  shall  soon  lose." 

**  Psha!  Barham,  you  have  allowtd  your 
agitation  to  get  the  better  of  your  spirits.  I 
never  saw  you  so  low  before.** 

*'  I  shall  soon  be  lower,  my  friend, — and  were 
I  the  next  moment,  to  descend  into  my  grave,  I 
should  be  most  happy.  This  weight,  this  in- 
tolerable burden,  while  the  acuteness  of  the 
pain  prolongs  a  miserable  life,  makes  that  life 
unendurable." 

"  Now,  Barham,  I  think  I  see  your  case, — and 


as  your  MeiiiqaU  y^^  shall  mUdw  ma  to  pM* 
scribe  for  yoil.  ^  I  have,  howei^r^  a  prerriow 
duty  to  perform ;  to  ^minster  a  belter  meditine 
aa  yowr  frigid  vlikfa^  in  friendafaip^  I  cannot 
drug  mth  the  poisMi  of  flattery;" 

^*  Nay,  Dow,^  said  Barham,  vith  a  iBOTntAil 
smile,  *'  you  faaTe  acquired  the  very  rhiitoiic  a£ 
the  fiieulty,  and  <  diaqourae  such  excellent' 
physfc^  that  I  nmst  begin  to  search  for  yoar  fee 
I  think.^ 

''  Come/'  rejoined  Lord  ^Bdward,  ^  I  will 
take  the  adirantage  of  the  smile  upon  your  &ee 
to  opsume  one  of  yottrserioaa  looks,  which,  be^ 
Iteve  me,  yon  may  well  spare.  But  a  truce  to 
this  nonsense.  You  have  indiKCtly  appealed  to 
me,  Bariiain,  for  my  sentiments  i|ipen  the  8id>ject 
of  ^hat  J9U  justly  term  your  imfortunate  pas^ 
sian.  With  the  honesty  and  candour,  which  did 
I  want,  I  should  blush  to  profess  myself  yowr 
friend,  I  mn«t  reluctantly  confess  :«-*(yet  party 
exonerate  me  from  all  imputation  of  widiing  to 
hurt  your  already  lacerated  feelings)—  that  I  do 
ciMBsider  your  attachment  absurd,  preposterous, 
— fatal  i  You  snciile,  Barham,^  at  these  harsh 
wocds,  but  it  is  in  bitterness :  forgive  me  for 
them,  btit  I  too  highly  venerate,  esteem,  and 
respect  3FOU,  to  act  with  duplicity  or  evasion, 
and  when  you  ask  me  what  I  think,  to  reply  by 
telling  you  what  I  could  wish. 

**  When  i  have  asked  Lord  Edward  F — ^for 
liis  opinion  upon  any  subject,"  (said  the  Colonel 
affecting  an  air  of  indifference)  "  I  never  ex- 
pected to  hear  him  apologize  for  ja^ivinp:  it  with 
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truth :   I  should  as  little  have  expected  to  hear 
him  utter  what  was  not  true." 

<'  Spoken  like  yourself^  Barfaam: — and  thus  I  am 
relieved  from  the  distress  of  furdier  excuses  upon 
that  head :  although  I  still  think  it  a  nice  point 
to  decide^  whether  the  sincerity  of  friendship  can 
excuse  the  torturing  of  a  man's  bosom^  however 
he  may  have  himself  required  to  be  tortured." 
.  ''  All  this  time»  my  dear  doctor^  you  forget  your 
explication  of  my  case^  and  the  promised  remedy." 

**  True,  Colonel  i^  you  shall  now  hear  it.  1 
reckon  it  not  the  Wst  of,  the  bad  consequences 
of  this  */  tendresse''  of  your's,  that  it  has  given  you 
a  general  distaste  for  all  occupation:  but  more 
especially  that  it  has  withdrawn  you  from  your 
owii  immediate  profession,  in  which  you  are  so 
well  qualified  to  attain  the  highest  honors.  This 
lassitude  or  languor  has  induced  a  whole  train  of 
morbid  symptoms.  You  laugh^  Sir ;  but  you  for- 
get the  respect  due  to  my  new  medical  capacity .^^ 

"  If  I  do,  1  beg  your  pardon,  my  Lord ;  but 
really  you  have  grown  in  ten  minutes  as  pedantic 
as  if  you  had  belonged  to  the  College  all  your 
life.    We  left  off  with  the  syniptoms-^ " 

'^  Aye,  Colonel,  but  resume  a  little  of  your 
former  seriousness ;  and  I  will  drop  the  pedant, 
for  I  am  in  earnest.  The  worst  of  those  symp^ 
toms^  Barham,  is  the  '' ennui,"  with  which  I  see 
you  consumed.  You  are  without  any  object  of 
active  exertion,  and  your  soul  consumes  itself  in 
the  fire  of  its  own  intensity.  Thus^  instead  of 
combating  your  passion  by  the  arguments  of  rea- 
son, or  the  hurry  o^ctive  occupation,  you  infuse 
ull  your  energies,  a«  it  were,  into  it;  you  cherish 
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U,  a6  the  soki  end  of  j^nt  jexistMce ;  y^u  Ipve  it^ 
M  tbe  Iteaotifalc^spriog;  cff  your  dwfi  beiM^t. 

All  this^  F-^^ —  /  nrnU  reiwUint^f  aO  you  wf, 
eo9^8  to  h^  *^  true/'  ak^Hrdf  wd  preposterous, 

'^  Welli  th«D ; — now.  for  tbe  reraisdy.  Befe  is 
the  flko^t  stiipeadous  vevolatioD  that  ever  alaitaed 
Europe,  noC  long  since  broken  out.  Our  opinions 
in  tfti&  cas^y  I  betievei  are  agreed ;  we  admired 
the  principle  which  claimed  a  certain  pbrtion  of 
rationfil  liberty  for  so  many  pnillioDs  of  men ;  but 
we  abbot  the  licentious  excess,  whiQh,  not  con- 
tent  with  just  rights,  wageir  a  war  of  tinspftring 
devaatation,  and  unquenchable  animosity,  agiaibst 
the  rights*  and  property,  and  institutions  of  all 
the  other  European  states.  Go  you,,  my  friend, 
and  under  the  banner  Of  those  states,  renew  the 
m^noty  of  an  arm  which  tbe  foe  has  felt  before : 
go^  and  in  vigorous  hosttUties  against  the  com- 
mon enemy;  learn  to  forget  ato  idle,  a  hopeless, 
an  unprofitable  attachment,  which,  while  it  can 
terminate  only  in  disappointment  itself,,  with- 
holds your  services,  your  prowesis,  your  talents, 
from  your  country,  from  Europe,  from  the  canse 
of  suffering  Freedom !" 

Barham  got  up,  and  advancing  towards  Lord 
Edward,  they  shook  handd, — (an  eoqiressive  and 
English  mode  of  salutation)  in  deep  silence,  but 
with  most  emphatic  gestures.  The  Colonel  was 
tbe  first  who  broke  the  silence. 

**  I  know,  not,  F — ,  how  to  thank  you,  or  how 
to  praise  you,  sufficiently,  for  the  manly  and 
generous  vtaTmth  which  my  unhappy  case  has 
elicited  from  you«    The  best  compliment  I  can 
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p^y  to  yofir  advice,  is,  perhaps,  to  say,  that  it 
was  already  adopted  before  it  was  given.  I  came 
there  witii  that  intention;  my  wounds  are  now 
healed ;— -to  be  sure,  the  broken  arm  is  an  en* 
cumbrance,  but  it  will  soon  be  well;  and  if  not, 
1  don't  see  that  a  slmg  would  be  much  in  the 
way." 

Lord  Edward,  after  laughing  at  the  philoso- 
phical inditference  with  which  the  Colonel  talked 
of  a  broken  arm^  reminded  him,  that  he  had 
already  Buffered  enough  in  all  conscience  for  a 
modem  lover,  and  Wat  a  broken  arm,  a  sprain- 
ed ancle,  and  a  lacerated  leg,  were  accidents 
equivalent  to  those  of  a  general  battle*  Barham 
admitted  the  truth  of  the  observation,  and  beii^ 
now  in  much  better  spirits,  consented  to  accom- 
pany his  Lordship  in  an  evening  walk.  As  they 
were  going  out,  the  latter  asked  him,  what  be 
thought  now  of  his  forebodings  and  presenti- 
ments ? — ^to  which  the  other  replied,  *'  I  assure 
you,  they  are  so  strong  and  confirmed  attiiis 
moment^  that  it  is  therefore  I  am  so  tranquil; 
feeling  assured  that  something  must  spe^ily 
happen  to  me,  and  knowing  how  utterly  unable 
I  am  to  evade  the  accident,  I  feel  perfectly  tran- 
quil and  fiatisfied,  I  feel"  that  it  must  come, 
**  when  it  will  come/' — ^*!  Very  true,"  rejoined 
Lord  Edwai'd,  in  the  same  deliberate  tone,  and 
out  they  went.  The  next  morning  saw  them 
safely  on  board  a  packet  bound  for  Amsterdam, 
it  being  Lord  Edward's  vrish  that  a  report  should 
be  credited  which  he  had  circulated,  of  his  in^ 
teation  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Holland. 
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CHAPTER  VI!. 

The  return  of  theDuchess  of  iVoifeastein -from 
Bareuth  wm  hasteneil  by  the  rapid  progress  of  the 
repQbiicuD  arms^  aad  the  approaching  depajrtiir# 
of  her  husband  the  Duke>  t^  take  upon  himself 
the  coniiHiand  of  a  rerj  nuflierotts  and  well  ap- 
pointed iarmy  of  the  allies,  who  were  marching 
to  oppose  themv  The  day  of  her  aniv«tl  at  the 
castle  of  Widlfmstein  was  a  day  of  general  re^ 
joicing  to  the  surrounding  peasantry,  and  to  the 
troqps ;  but  no  one  more  sincerely  participated  in 
thdr  expresnons  of  joy,  than  Caroline  herself.  She 
flew  into  the  arms  of  the  affectionate  Duchess, 
and  in  them  lorgot  eti^ry  care  by  which  she  had 
been  long  tormented.  The  Duchess,  on  her 
part,  was  shocked  at  the  altered  appearance  of 
her  daughter:  pale,  sil^it,  and  d^ected,  she 
coulsl  no  longer  bear  the  little  railleries  of  the 
ladies,  with  her  accustomed  sprightliness  and 
gaiety>  but  would  immediately  burst  into  tears, 
and  retire  to  ber  apaitlnents.  Her  visible  meU 
anch^ly  the  Duchess  remarked  within  an  hour 
after  her  return;  but  she  was  prevented  from 
making  any  inquiries  or  holding  any  private  con* 
versatioa  with  her  upon  the  subject,  by  the  visits 
of  the  Duke  and  the  Court ;  and  the  multiplicity 
t)f  public  and  private  business.  The  day  aUber  fae^ 
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arrival  was  diBtinguished  by  a  grand  honthig 
party,  at  which  she  was  compelled  to  appear ; 
but  which  Caroline,  upon  a  plea  of  illness,  de-» 
clined  joining*.  Accordingly,  when  the  whole 
of  the  gay  cavalcade  had  sallied  over  the  draw- 
bridge of  the  castie^  Caroline  repaired  with  a 
slow  step  and  heavy  heart  to  her  old  resort  the 
tower.  She  looked  cautiously  round  her^  but 
her  vigilant  eye  detected  no  uswelconie  intruder. 
At  length  she  ventured  to  pass  into  the  gro^e  of 
drs — and  still  no  interruption.  With  a  luesitating 
hand  she  pushed  open  the  wicket^  which,  as 
usual,  yielded  to  her  efforts  with  some  difficulty^ 
She  entered  and  found  every  thing  in  its  accus- 
tomed place^  except  one  of  the  antique  and  rudely 
fashioned  swords  at  the  foot  of  the  altar, — ^tfaat 
had  been  taken  away.  Rather  disconcerted  at 
this  discovery,  she  ventured  to  ascend  into  tiie 
two  apartm^its.  They  were  desolate  as  ever ; 
but  it  was  in  thern^  that  Caroline^  to  whom  this 
kind  of  indulgence  had  now  become  as  a  neces- 
sary part  of  her  existence,  once  more  appeared  to 
breathe  die  purer  atmosphere  of  delicious  med- 
itation. She  gazed  with  kindling  rapture  upon 
the  vast  and  magnificent  view  which  lay  far  out- 
stretched to  her  delighted  eye ;  and  the  melan- 
choly of  her  souU  aided  by  the  enthuaiasm 
whidi  the  scene  inspired,  disposed  her  every 
thought  to  a  state  of  fervent  but  placid  devo- 
tion. In  the  presence  of  the  Most  High^iit  that 
lone  and  neglected  spot;  she  poured  forth  the 
sorrows  of  a  wounded  spirit,  and  the  aspiratioiis 
of  a  guileless  heart*    The  deep  silence  even  of 


noontide,  the  remoteness  of  the  place  firoiA  hu- 
man tnrmoily  the  solemnity  of  ruio,  gave  to  this 
her  fayored  hanot  alt  the  mysterious  and  undefi- 
ned sensations  of  awe  and  majesty,  which  are 
the  most  impressiTe  incitements  to  adoration. 
From  rereries  of  projected  happiness,  and  plans 
of  jluture  conduct,  Caroline  was  at  length  recal- 
led by  the  recollection  that  she  had  yet  to  pre- 
pare for  the  reception  of  the  Duke  and  the  Duch- 
ess upon  tlieir  return  from  the  hunt.  With  lin- 
gering steps  and  reluctant  sighs,  she  at  last  de- 
scended from  the  upper  chamber,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding across  the  hall,  when  her  eaf*s  were  salu- 
ted by  the  unexpected  sound  of  her  father's 
voice.  She  distinctly  heard  him  say,  *'  let  it  be 
so  then,"  and  afterwards  the  voice  subsiding  into 
a  whisper,  which  was  answered  by  some  other 
person  in  the  same  low  tone. 

Our  readeirs  will  easily  imagine,  that  after  the 
annunoiation  made  to  her,  immediately  before 
the  hawking  party^  related  in  our  first  chapter, 
Caroline,  although  she  might  not  at  once  light 
upon  the  exact  and  full  extent  of  his  object, 
might  readily  collect  from  the  import  of  the  words 
which  she  heard  him  drop,  what  was  the  subject 
of  the  stranger's  conference  with  the  Duke  in 
front  of  the  tower,  upon  a  recent  occasion.  She 
therefore  felt  herself,  now,  strongly  impelled  to 
acquire,  if  possible,  still  further  information  upon 
a  matter  in  which  she  felt  herself  deeply  interes- 
ted. With  this  view  she  crept  to  the  wicket  in 
order  to  open  it  a  little  and  very  gently,  but  Just 
as  she  placed  her  hand  upon  it,  some  r 
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the  outside  leaatli^?ily  against  it,  and  through  & 
creTice  in  the  decftyiog  wood,  she  perceived  it 
was  the  Duke  who  was  relapsing  iato  his  former 
position,  his  arms  foUled,  and  his  hunting-whip 
in  his  hand.  The  stranger  with  whom  he  was 
conver^ug^ .  she  instantly  recognized  to  be  the 
same  she  had  already  seen, 

*^I  am  to  understand  then/'  said  he  to  the 
Duke  ''  that  your  Highness  knows  nothing  of  the 
subsequent  movements  of  Lord  F*-4t-?'' 

*'  Nothing :  I  have  neither  seen  him  nor  Colo- 
nel Barham  since  they  left  my  territories :  nor . 
was  I  aware  even  of  their  arrival  in  England  ; 
^much  less  did  I  hear  of  their  sailing  for  Hol- 
land." 

"  That,  however,  your  Highness  vrill  observe^ 
was  said  to  be  their  destination;  and  I  have 
good  authority  for  supposing  that  it  vjtbs  so  given 
out  by  Lord  F.  hims^fv  Hitherto  the  minister 
has  received  no  inforpiation  which  might  induce 
him  to  doubt  it  Your  Highness  remembers 
possibly  that  I  was  instructed  to  ask,  at  our  last 
interview,  about  the  residence  of  one  Wentworth, 
an  Englishman;  and  a  trooper  in  the  regunent 
of  Saltzdablen." 

"Aye,  aye,  poor  fellow;  I  do  indeed,"  re- 
plied the  Duke,  sighing  deeply;  "his  was  a  cruel 
fate ;  be  has  gone  *' 

"To  Ireland:"  quaintly  interposed  the  stran- 
ger, without  noticing  the  painful  emotion  of  the 
Duke,  whose  hands  were  drawn  over  his  eyes, 
but  who  eagerly  stretching  them  forward  at  this 


midden  annimciation,  exclaimed — ^^Tell  me,  I 
conjure  you,  the  truth;  does  he  live—" 

^'  He  was  alive  a  fortnight  ago,  your  Highness ; 
and  was,  and,  no  doubt,  at  the  present  moment, 
is  in  Ireland,  busily  and  actively  engaged,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  in  the  seditious  employments  en- 
trusted to  him  by  a  certain  Nobleman, 

'*  Mother  of  God !  (and  the  Duke  crossed  him« 
self  as  he  spoke,)  I  greatly  fear,  my  friend,  that 
you  are  much  mistaken.  These  eyes  beheld  him 
suspended  mid-way  between  earth  and  heaven, 
as  I  may  say ;  then  dashed  from  rock  to  rock, 
and  precipitated  into  the  roaring  waters." 

Caroline  trembled,  till  the  pulse  of  life  almost 
ceased  to  throb:— could  it  be,  that  the  brave 
JSnglifiihman  was  not  sacrificed  for  her  sake  ?-T-but 
then,  how  could  she  believe,  for  a  moment,  th&t 
the  Oeliverer,  whoever,  in  reality,  he  was,  had  not 
met,  upon  that  horrible  day,  the  most  dreadful 
fate?  and  then,'  did  not  every  circumstance  cor- 
roborate the  idea,  that  he  could  be  no  other 
than  Wentwortil,  almost  to  conviction?-*——- 
Such  were  the  thoughts,  the  hopes,  the  fears, 
that  glanced  across  the  mind  of  our  heroine, 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning, 

'<  1  cannot,  undoubtedly^  suggest  to  your  Serene. 
Highness^  any  clue  to  the  discovery  of  the  iden- 
tity of  the  unhappy  person,  who  perished  on  some 
occasion  in  the  miserable  manner^  your  Serene 
Higness  mentions ;  but  you  will  allow  me^  Sir,  to 
insiistt  upon  the  correctness  of  my  assertion  that 
the  trooper  Wentworth,  was  at  any  rate  no  lon- 
ger ago,  than  one  fortnight,  in  Tipperary." 

''  You  must  be  mistaken,  friend :  I  dare 
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hope  SO  much  as  tbat  he  did  not  perish  a  victim 
to  his  own  intrepiid  humanity;  in  a  generous  at- 
tempt to  save  the  Princess.  But  let  us  hear*; — 
what  manner  of  ihan  would  you  describe  him^  to 

ber 
**  I  have  a  letter  in  my  pocket, — with  youf  High- 

ness's  permission,  I  will — oh,  here  it  i* :  '•  Ed^^ 
ward  Wentworth,  aged  81 ;  has  a  sabre-cut*  over 
his  right  eye-brow ;  dark  hair,  and  mustachios ; 
height,  six  feet  and  an  inch :  broad  across  the 
shoulders,  and  of  a  strong  frame  and  handsome 
.person.  Had  on,  when  last  seen,  the  undress- 
uniform  of  the  German  regiment  of  Saltzdahlen; 
a  foraging  cap  and  gold  band  ;  plain  blue  ricling 
jacket,  with  bullion  poinfe;  and  pftntaloons  <yf 
the  same  description."  Does  the  description  de- 
fine him  rightly.  Sir  T 

'*^To  a  miracle  :  but  more  miraculous  it  is  that 
that,  as  [  well  remember,  was  the  very  dress  of 
the  party  in  question.  His  face,  I  did  not  see,  in 
the  agitation  of  the  moment;  nor,  probaibly, 
should  I  have  remembered  any  other  particular, 
from  the  same  cause,  had  not  others,  who  w^re 
present,  subsequently  reminded  me  of  some 
facts,  which,  upon  being  mentioned,  instantly 
occurred  to  my  memory.  There  was,  Rfr.  Sey* 
mour, — there  was  a  Very  particular  and  valued 
friend  of  mine  at  the  time  that  accident  hap^ 
pened,^ — a  Colonel  Bartiam :" 
-^ — Caroline  thought  her  (ather  had  never  looked 
so  amiable  in  all  his  life:  she  longed  to  ihank 
him.— — 

''Thb  gentleman^  (continued  the  Duke)  I  think 
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» 

I  understand  yon  to  say  arrived  in  England 
Bome  ^me  since.    You  are  sure  of  this^  I  hope  V 

'*  Quite^  ^our  Ilighness ;  quite  sure :  and  not 
le^s  9p,  that  he  enibarjked  at  Harwich  very  lately 

indeed,  in  company  with  Lord  F on  board  a 

j>acket  bound  for  Amsterdam.  I  beg  your  High- 
ness's  pardon;  [  have  all  this  time  forgotten  to 
present  ^ou  with  this  letter  from  the  Duke  of 

P It  is  a  con^dential  communication;  and 

I  apprehe9.d  your  Highness  will  fii^d  it  not  wholly 
irrelevant  to  some  of  the  persons  whom  ;your 
Highness  ba3  named." 

The  Duke  looked  at  the  superscription  and 
the  i^eal;  and  observing  that  that  was  not  a 
proper  pli^ce  for  itis  perusal,  bade  Seymour  the 
stranger,  follow  him  tp  his  Cabinet ;  adding,  '^  it 
yvill  be  of  no  use  to  repair  hither  for  the  future; 
in  ^  few  days  1  ^et  out  for  the  army ;  and  any 
conferences  previously  to  the  official  and  public 
arrangement  of  this  affair,  must  be  held  with  ine 
at  places  which  the  movements  of  the  army  must 
.determine." 

"  Your  Highpess/'  rejdied  the  wary  stranger, 
Xwhom  we  shall  call  Siey^mour)  '^  mnst^again  for- 
g^^m  me:  but  after  yonr  abrupt  departure  from 
•l^e  hunt^  it  will  hardly  seem  consistent  with  the 
account  yqu.^n^ere  proposing  to  give  of  it,  of  being 
sep^rjat^d  by  accident^  were  we  to  enter  the 
Pa^ce,  pi4  afterwards  yp^iur  Highness '^  Cabinet 
t^jg^ther.'' 

**  True,"  ^aid  the  Duke, ''  I  had  (jprgotten :  go 
yo)u  jthrough  jtbe  .avenue  of  elms,  yonder ;  and 
wait  at  the  end  until  I  rejoin  you^  I  will  intro- 
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duce  you  into  the  CastTe  by  a  private   way. 
Accordingly  the  parties  separated,  taking  dtf- 
ferent  ways ;  and  Caroline,  lost  and  confounded 
in  a  labyrinth  of  conjectures,  followed  at  a  safe 
distance,  vainly  endeavouring  to  collect  her  scat- 
tered thoughts.     She  uiJ  ..ot  regain  her  apart- 
ments,  however,  without  encountering  -  succes- 
sively the  Mai^ravine,  and  the  young  Baroness, 
the  Old  General   Bruhler^  and  several  of  the 
French  officers^    (principally  Noble  Emigr^, 
and  Royalists  of  course)  with  whom  the  Court 
of  Wolfenstein  at  that  time  abounded.     Every 
one  talked  of  the  ^'  bal  champ^tre"  which  was  to 
be  given  the  next  evenings  upon  the  beautifol 
terraces  of  the  Castle,  and  to  every  observation 
poor  Caroline  could  only  return  the  most  indif- 
ferent and  unmeaning  replies.     One  thing  she 
did  indeied  observe^  and  that  was,  that  there  was 
an  odd  but  respectful  expression  upon  every 
person's  face,  who  met  her.     All  seemed  con- 
scious of  some  circumstance  affecting  Caroline, 
of  which  Caroline   was  herself  in  ignorance : 
there  was  an  increased  degree  of  formality  about 
the  mannw  of  all  to  whom  she  spoke,  but  not  the 
formality  of  anger :  and  the  ladies  appeared  to 
greet  her  with  the  most  insinuating  smiles  of 
respectful  gratulation.     Amazed  at  all  that  she 
witnessed,  at  all  she  had  heard,  at  all  she  saw, 
Caroline  was  hardly  conscious  by  the  time  that 
she  had   regained  her  chamber,  whether  or  no, 
she  were  under  the  influence  of  a  dream,  or 
moving  through  the  scenes  of  actual  and  waking 
existence* 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

If  we  owe  an  apology  to  our  readers  generally^ 
liow  much  more  are  we  bound  to  excuse  our- 
^ves  to  the  ladies^  for  not  havings  as  yet^  made 
them  members  of  the  fair  ''Cabal/'  to  which  we 
have  had  occasion,  already ^  more  than  once,  to 
allude,  as  harassing  the  pensive  Caroline,  both 
with  their  interference  with  her  private  arrange- 
ments, and  by  their  censures  and  animadversions 
^'tipon  her  vevy  singular  opinions.^'  We  now 
propose  to  fulfil  this^  indispensible  duty;  and, 
as  a  necessaiy  preface  to  our  main  object  of  ac- 
quainting the  world  with  their  private  views  and 
public  professions^  it  is,  perhaps,  correct  to 
give  a  rapid  outline  of  the  principles,  and  the 
character  by  which  each  of  these  ladies  was  indi- 
vidually distinguished. 

Long  before  the  memorable  events  which  con- 
nected the  house  of  B ,  with  the.  people  and 

the  throne  of  a  great  Empire,  it  was  known  and 
respected  throughout  Europe,  as  one  of  the  most 
ancient  «id  illustrious  of  those,  which  still  gave, 
reigning  princes  to  kingdoms  and  principalities. 
The  smallnesis  of  a  barren  territory, — ^rich,  how- 
ever, in  almost  exhaustless  mines  of  silver,  and 
relieved  by  portions  of  domainid  highly  fertile 
and  cultivated, — ^the  hostile  and  encroaching 
states  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  could  neither 
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detractt  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  from  the  venera- 
ble character  of  ita  hereditary  honors^  uor  excite 
any  fears  as  to  the  issue  of  any  aggression  at- 
tempted by  a  more  powerful  neighbour.  The 
House  of  B —  might  justly  boast  among  its  re* 
tainers  and  its  dependents^  and  its  vassals^  and 
the  peasantry,  who  filled  its  territory^  a  martial, 
temperate,  disciplined,  effective  force,  who  have 
never  been  backward  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
their  own  princ6,  or  to  support  those  of  his  aTHes. 
To  this  active  and  military  spirit,  it  may,  perhaps^ 
have  been  owing,  that,  with  a  popotsttton  of  not 
more  than  220>006  sOuls,  it  could  bring  Into  die 
field,  upon  a  recent,  memorable  occasion,  nearly 
40,000  well  equipped  and  admirable  soldiers.  The 
Itte  i)uke  had  the  credit  6f  being  a  gobd  officer; 
and,  as  he  /Was  frugal  in  his  public  expences,  but 
liberal  to  his  frieildd  and  dependehts,  the  younger' 
branches  ot  some  of  the  first  families  in  Europe 
were  ea^er  to  place  themselves  under  his  com^ 
mand.  His  near  relationship  to  ihe  best  of  Kings, 
added  to  this,  and  many  other  peculiar  circum- 
stances, made  his  Court  a  favdiite  residence 
with  all  the  young  £lnd  aspiring  nobility  of  F — 
and  I- — ,  and  G^^^ — ;  and  the  gaiety  and  gal- 
lantry which  were  the  cobSequeliceS'df  their  so- 
journing there,  induced  some  ladies  of  high  r&hk, 
whose  property  or  pensions  were  scarcely  equal 
to  the  coistly  luxury  of  other  Courts,  to  honor, 
also,  the  Court  of  B—  W: — b— le  (or,  as  we  have 
called  it,  for  hreoUy^s  sake,  *'  Wolfenstein*')  with 
their  appeariance.  But  motives  operated  with 
some  of  them,     especially  those  who  were  either 


widows  or  nntiidirried^  at  leai^t  as  much  of  am- 
bitious policy,  as  of  WorldJy  prudence.  The 
**  younger  brothers,"  we  bave  just  mentioned,  it 
was  Tery  reasonably  considered,  might  in  time 
represent  their  respective  noble,  or  wealthy, 
bouses;  And,  by  a  ne^essaty  inference,  it  was 
ceiicluded  that  it  might  be  very  advisable  for 
vtby  lady,  whose  expectancies  were  hardly  equal 
to  her  ti^rth^  by  bestowing  her  hand  upon  one  of 
thexft,  to  run  a  good  chance  of  remedying  the 
fM^etftilneisi^  of  fortune. 

Fin^t  in  the  list  of  the  female  ^'  CabaV'  whose 
councils,  or  rather  want  of  council,  shook  the 
domestic  tranquillity  of  etery  member  of  the 
Court  of  Wolfenstein,  we  shall  select  the  Baro- 
liess  vim  Friesbach,  the  haughty  spouse  of 
Charles  Ernest,  Baron  of  Altenden  and  Fries* 
b^ch;  It  just  strikes  tls  that  we  have  not  men- 
tiotied  the  Baron's  name  before :  but  the 
Reader  .must  excuse  our  involuntary  forgetful- 
ness  of  so  insignificant  a  personage.  He  was  a 
mere  Baron  of  the  Empire  :  a  composition,  of 
which  eating,  drinking  and  smoking  are  the 
three  principal  ingredients.  That  he  was  the 
Baroness's  husband-^s  true;  but  it  implies — 
nothing.-^  Callous  to  every  sentiment  which 
might  bethought  an  approximation  to  the  tender 
passion,  thos^  who  best  knew  him,  have  told  us, 
that  he  could  have  been  actuated  by  no  attach- 
ment, no  feeling  of  aflection,  in  espousing  his 
oiiajestie  partner,  the  Baroness:  but,  as  he  is 
remembered  upon  one  occasion  to  have  evinc^'^ 
a  mobt  unparalleled  sagacity,   in  detectin$r 
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error  in  a  point  of  etiquette,  where  a  banquet  xfM 
arrang^ed  by  the  Grand  Chamberlain  of  the 
Empire  himself;  (and,  from  his  never  having  on 
any  other  occasion^  betrayed  a  similar  illumina- 
tion of  intellect, — ^it  being  presumed  that  Court- 
ceremonials  are  the  only  subject  upon  which  he' 
is  capable  of  exercising  the  faculty  of  reason,) 
so,  in  marrying  the  Baroness^  it  is  suggested  to 
us^  that  he  must  have  had  in  view,  solely  the 
dignity  with  which  her  truly  imposing,  and 
Juno-like  figure,  would  appear,  upon  all  public 
occasions ;  and  the  great  honor  and  credit  which 
would  necessarily  redound  to  him,  the  said 
Baron,  from  being  so  represented.  That  a  fine 
and  elegant  woman  should  be  united  to  such  a 
man  may  seem  extraordinary ;  but  no  doubt  there 
was  a  motive,  and  certain  it  is,  that  after  their 
union,  she  always  considered  and  treated  him, 

as  her husband.     She  was,  at  this  period 

of  our  history,  about  eight  and  twenty;  tall, 
graceful,  and  commanding.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Octavia  Goderina,  and  her  birth  place, 
Boromea,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Lago  Maggiore. 
We  pass  by  the  early  history  of  Octavia,  and 
shall  only  observe  that  she  had  hardly  attained 
the  age  of  twenty,  when  the  Baron,  who  pos- 
sessed a  lai^e  property  in  the  Grisons'  Country,  - 
being  out  upon  an .  excursion  into  the  Italian  - 
frontiers,  happened  to  pass  by  the  residence  pf 
her  mother;  and,  being  invited  by  her  courteous 
hospitality  to  walk  in,  was  introduced  for  the 
first  time  to  Octavia.  In  short,  after  a  very  brief 
delay,  ^and  without  one  spark  of  attachnpient  upon 
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Ills  side,  and  no  very  enthusiastic  aflection  upon 
\iet\  they  were  married.    (This  rash  step  of  the 
Baron's  has  always  been  imputed  ta  the  tempo- 
rary intoxication  of  what  mind  he  possessed,  in 
conBequence  of  his  memorable  triumph  in  expo- 
sing the  error  of  the  Grand  Chamberlain,  who  had 
placed    ti    Margrave   above   a   Prince   of  the 
Empire,  at  table.)    The  excellent  hunting  and 
great  good  cheer  of  Ihe  Ducal  Court  of  Wolfen- 
stein,  inducing  the  Baron  to  spend  most  of  his 
time  there»  the  Baroness  endeavored  to  make 
her  time  pass  as  agreeably  as  possible.     But  her 
early  habit  of  practising  as  an  '*  Improvisatore,*^ 
(in  Italy, — a  reciter  of  extempore    verses, — a 
favourite  source  of  amusement  in  Italian  com- 
panies, and  an  acquirement  or  a  talent  in  which 
they  excel,  beyond  all  belief)  had  imparted  to 
her  conversation    and  her  manners^   a  sort  of 
tragic    gravity,    not  to    say,    solemnity^  which 
rather  alarmed,  on  some  occasions^  those  whom 
she  wished  to  fascinate.     XJntormented  by  the 
jealousy    of    her    exemplary   husband,    whose 
patience  and    tranquillity   were  inconceivable, 
she  conversed  and  mingled  with  the  young  aud 
handsome  officers^  who  moved  in  the  circle  of 
the  Court,  with  freedom  and  without  restraint 
from  other  quarters :   but  the  very  ease  which 
she  wished  to  assume,  fled  before  the  deep  and 
majestic  tones  of  her  sonorous  voice :  and  the 
artificial  frown  of  dignity  which  she  habitually 
affected,  was  something  incompatible  with  the 
softer    blandishments    that   would    sometimes 
venture  to  peep  from  beneath  her  long  black 
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eye-lashes.  Nature  ai>peared  to*  have  giren  her 
a  Boul  capable  of  exquisite  sensibility,  and 
actuated  by  warm  in^petuous  passions ;  but  the 
errors  either  of  edocatioq  or  of  habit  had  coun* 
teracted  the  effect,  and  value  of  the  gifts  of 
nature :  while  you  gazed  with  rapture  upon  a 
perfect  iBgure,  the  model  of  dignity  and  yet  of 
syfumetry,  and  foil  devotedly  in  love  with  a  pair 
of  large^  dark>  expressive  eyes,  whose  lustre  was 
heightened  to  intensity  by  the  dazzling  lustre  of 
a  smooth  and  exquisitely  white  forehead^  what 
would  have  been  your  surprise  to  Hear  a  com- 
pliment, an  insinuation^  a  meaning  syllable, — 
sounds,  which  from  a  beautiful  woman  are  gene- 
rally, chords  of  harmony  that  thrill  one's  inmost 
soul, — ^uttered  in  a  voice,  as  awful,  a  manner  as 
deliberate,  a  tone  as  deep,  as  if  one  of  the  statues 
upon  a  monument  in  Westminster  Abbey  was 
suddenly  to  speak,  and  reproving  you  for  im- 
pertinently staring  at  it.  desire  you  to  walk  home? 
Such,  however^  was  the  case  with  the  poor 
Baroness,  and  a  cruel  case  it  was  ;— with  a 
mind,  a  soul,  passiojis^  sentiments  like  her's,  and 
with  all  the  advantages  which  her  person,  her 
birth,  her  station,  and-^  her  husband  could  give 
her,  she  found  no  congenial  being :  every  one 
assented  to  all  that  she  said,  and  accepted  her 
compliments,  and  her  intimations  with  respectful 
gravity,  an^d  silent  impatience;  as  if  they  were 
conversing  with  the  living  muse  of  Tragedy ;  and 
feared  that  the  da^er  or  the  bowl  of  Melpom- 
ene would  be  the  portion  of  those  who  differed 
firom  her  in  opinion^  or  should  be  so  uiifortunate 
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as  to  commit  a  '.'  lapsus  ling^^/'  before  so  san- 
guinAiy  and  classical  ia  grammarian.  ^  It  waa 
thus  that  she  found  herself  alpue,  and  deserted 
by  the  very  men  who  were  struck  with  the  com- 
manding beauty  of  her  presence^  shuniied  by 
the  very  women  who  allowed  her  figure  to  be 
perfectly  unexceptionable ;  and  neglected  for 
those  who^  while  they  rejoiced  in  her  humiliation, 
were  generous  or  imprudent  enough  openly  to 
declare  how  much  they  envied  her  superior  per- 
son and  acquirements,  it  was  hence  that  her 
temper  became  soured  and  her  manners  reserved ; 
for  she  brooded  in  secret  over  her  peculiar  case/ 
and  her  ontraged  feelings,  till  she  at  length  per- 
suaded herself  that  she  had  forsworn  a  sex^  by 
whom  she  had  been  in  some  degree  forgotten. 
The  asperity  of  her  disposition  imparted  itself 
more  and  more  every  day  to  her  manners :  and 
was  evinced  by  her  expressing  a  proud  and 
supercilious  contempt  for  the  opinions  of  all  veith 
whom  she  conversed.  No  longer  aiming  to 
please^  it  became  her  first  study  to  torment ;  so 
far  as  satire  could  effect  her  purpose,  she  suc- 
ceeded :  her  next  aim  was  to  astonish ;  and  this^ 
with  ^ose  who  admire  in  a  beautiful  woman  an 
ostentatious  display  of  her  reading  and  her 
opinion^  she  effected.  But  at  lengthy  after  a 
season  of  happy  insensibility  to  a  passion  she 
had  long  affected  to  disdain^  came  the  handsome 
foreigner;- — *^  the"  Barham.  Then  all  wasagaiii 
agitation  in  the  breast  of  the  Baroness  von  Fries- 
bach  :  she  gazed*  she  listened,  she  loved;  h^[^ 
ardent  soul  could  not  long  remain  in  so  ev'' 
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day  a  state  as  the  being  simply  —  in  loTe^  She 
adored  the  stranger:  she  dwelt  with  raptare 
upon  all  he  said ;  she  watched  with  the  eye  of 
devotion,  almost,  every  gesture^  every  action: 
and  as  for  the  stranger,  the  favored  object  of 
her,  personal  regards,  he  —  never  looked  at  her. 
This  was  something:  something  to  irritate  a 
woman  possessing  the  attractions  which  the 
Baroness  undoubtedly  did ;  but  to  perceive  the 
negligent,  the  ungallant,  the  uoceremonioos 
Barham,  not  even  returning  the  formalities  of  a 
salute,  but  devoting  himself  with  exclusive  ardor 
to  the  very  shadow  of  Caroline,  this  was  unendu- 
rable :  and  from  the  moment  of  his  first  intro- 
duction to  our  heroine,  the  Baroness  conceived 
the  most  invincible  dislike  for  her  unconscious 
and  unsuspecting  rival.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
what  were  the  results  of  this  hastily  conceived, 
yet  not  the  less  inveterate  animosity. 

Her  sister,  Madame  8 — ,  was  the  widow  of  a 
French  Farmer-General ;  who,  having  just  ex- 
erted his  financial  talents  and  his  time  with 
sufficient  efifect  to  realize  a  large  fortune,  had 
died  very  suddenly,  leaving  his  widow,  one  of  the 
prettiest,  best  tempered,  and  wealthiest  women, 
in  all  Languedoc.  But  the  lady  had  some  rela- 
tions at  Hanover,  whither  she  speedily  removed 
herself;  and,  being  afterwards  invited  to  take  up 

her  residence  at  the  Court  of  B ,  passed  her 

life  there  in  a  routine,  not  of  bustle,  nor  of  stately 
visits,  like  her  sister ;  but  in  a  calm  and  delicious 
repose ;  enjoying,  without  care  or  scruple,  all  the 
good  things  of  this  world.  Scandal  accused  her. 


as  befaig  Inmost  a  'voloptocma  Cieopatra ;  but  the 
charge  was  unfounded :  at  aoy  rate^  there  could 
be  no  Antony  to  be  founds  professing  the  same 
enthusiastic  and  impetuous  affection  for  a  female, 
who-  was  destitute  of  the  intellectual  refinement 
necessary  to  return  so  Tehement  a  passion ;  and 
whose  thoughts  were  never  so  entirely  rivetted 
opoQ  one  olqect,  as  to  make  her  foi^et  her  good- 
humoured  partiality  for  others,  or  to  occasion 
her  one  moment's  uneasiness.  In  a  word,  she 
was  strongly  contrasted  with  her  sister,. the  fiar* 
oness. 

Aye,  but  there  was  another  Baroness, — ^there 
was  another  beauty,  whose  matchless  person, 
while  it  graced  the  saloons  of  Wolfenstein  Castle 
only,  and  refused  to  shine  in  another  and  more 
radiant  sphere^  might  have  challenged  competi- 
tion throughout  every  state  in  Burope,  The 
young,  lively,  elegant  Van  Orpenton,  (what  a 
name  for  beauty  !-^but  it  was  not  her  fault  that 
her  husband  was  bom  a  Dutchman)  was  just 
one  and  twenty.  Shp^  was  rather  under  the  mid- 
dle size  than  otherwise ;  but  the  exquisite  sym- 
metry of  her  form  made  her  height,  whatever  it 
was,  the  precise^  standard  of  perfection.  Like 
Leon,  in  the  play;  she  could  *'  neither  wish  to 
be  an  inch  higher,  nor  an  inch  shorter:"  — 
and  the  heartless  critic,  who  should  have  pre- 
sumed to  breathe  a  wish,  that  one  limb,  one  fea- 
ture, one  proportion,  had  been  different,  would 
have  inevitably  been  run  through  the  body  by  the 
orthodox  lovers  of  Van  Orpenton,  as  a'  profane 
heretic  in  the  religion  of  beauty.    It  m^ 
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perhaps^  prove  impossible  ^  to .  .describee  to  our 
readers^  the  glossy  loveliness  of  h^r  grac^l 
tresses ;  although  an  anchorite  .might  hav^  for- 
gotten to  pray  at  the  sight  of  them  alone ;  nor  to 
.distinguish  their  colour;  which  Was,  in  shott^ 
that  brown»  which  painters  have  given  to  the  hair 
of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots ;  nor  to  record  the  man* 
ner  in  which  they  were  arranged ;  for^  in  point 
of  fact,  the  ladies  of  t)i)s  Court  dressed  their  hak, 
as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
do  in  England : — but  we  despair  of  enaUing  them 
to  form  the  most  distant  conception  of  her  in- 
describable features. — And  can  they  wonder,  that 
if  the  prodigal  bounty  of  nature  seeQied  to  have 
exhausted  itself  in  the  production  of  so  faultless 
a  specimen  of  lining  beauty,  the  limited,  powers 
of  the  author  should  be  wholly  inadequate  to 
trace  the  faintest  transcript  of  it  ?  Her  eyes  were 
of  so  dark  a  blue,  that  you  might  have  taken 
their  color  to  be  black;  they  were  full,  and 
looked  every  transient,  momentary  imagining  of 
her  mind.  No  severe  splendors  shot  their  in- 
tolerable lustre  from  those  cerulean  orbs,  like  the 
lightnings  which  irradiated  every  glance  of  the 
Baroness  von  Friesbach :  but  there  was  a  sleepy 
languor,  a  liquid  smile,  in  the  half-closed  eye  of 
our  young  Baroness,  which  it  would  be  idle  to 
attempt  describing.  The  reader  will  mistake, 
indeed,  if  he  supposes  that  that  languor  was  like 
the  sleepiness  of  fatigue  or  indolence :  oh  no !  It 
was  the  serene,  swimming,  voluptuous  sensibility 
of  the  eyes,  conscious  of  a  beauty  that  they  dis- 
dain at  once  to  disclow,  which  he  will  find  in 
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the  beautiful  engraving  of  Lady  Denman ;  in  our 
opitiiou,  the  most  bewitching  of  all  the  pretty 
witches,  who  gaze  at  one  so  wickedly,  between 
the  leaVes  of  the  Memoirs  of  Count  Graminont. 
The  mouth  of  this  elegant  '^  piece  of  frail  mor- 
tality/' (as  Shakspeare  most  politely  says !)  was 
attended  by  a  host  of  obsequious  attend  sbits,  each 
of  whom  exercised  a  magical  and  absolute  power 
over  the  heart  of  every  man  who  looked  upon  them, 
and  each  of  which,  every  man  who  regarded 
them,  thought  worth  a  Dukedom :  they  are  called 
in  the  vulgar  language  of  ordinary  life, ''  Smiles  T' 
Her  bust^  to  the  eye  of  a  classical  observer, 
established  a  clear  relationship  between  her  and 
the  Goddess  of  Beauty ;  it  was  no  less  than  the 
animated,  the  living  prototype  of  that  which  the 
Venus  de  Medicis  can  boast  of,  only  in  marble. 
Her  shape  was  more  grateful  than  Love  imagines 
in  its  dreams;  and  her  ancle  more  exquisitely 
turned  than  that  which  was  considered  alone 
sufficient  to  confirm  the  divinity  of  the  Ephesian 
Diana ;  and  her  voice  was  as  harmonious  as  the 
appearance  of  her  pearl  necklace  upon  her  snowy 
bosom !  Light,  volatile,  and  joyous,  her  presence 
eva*y  where  diffused  that  resistless  kind  of  fasci- 
nation^ that  she  appeared  'bom  to  please : — and 
every  one  might  reasonably  believe  that  such  was 
her  destination,  who  observed  the  suddenness 
and  fecility  with  which  every  unpleasant  feeling 
every  noisy  wrangling; — even  the  pertinacious 
obstinacy  and  vociferation  of  a  political  dinputt*, 
the  moment  she  entered  the  room^  subsided  irit#i 
one  general  tone  of  admiration.     Her  unrivalled 
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cbsuias  of  face  and  penion  weve^  hQwever,  mucb 
beightened  ood  improved^  by  tbe  total  absence 
9f  every  thing  like  affectation  in  her  manners; 
and  of  all  the  ladies  of  the  Court,  it  was  osually: 
remarked^  that  she  possessed  the  least  share  of 
pride  or  superciliousness.  This  latter  circum- 
stance had  created  an  interest  in  her  favor  in  the 
bosom  of  (/aroline ;  who,  abhorring  every  thing 
like  haughtiness  or  arrogance,  was  considerably 
pained  at  the  excess  in  which  those  foibles  ap- 
peared in  the  Baroness  von  F and  the  Mar- 

gravine  of  B — — .  While,  however,  we  liave  thus 
endeavored  to  do  something  like  justice, — (a 
feeble  attempt,  indeed,) — ^to  the  description  of  her 
person,  historical  truth  compels  us  to  declare 
that  her  mind  by  no  means  bore  the  same  stamp 
of  loveliness ;  and  unwilling  as  we  are,  at  any 
time,  to  repeat  censures  where  they  have  beai 
justly  passed,  needlessly,  we  are  bound  to  con- 
fess that  she  was  one  of  those  Circes  of  whom 
mention  (would  it  were  '^honorable"  mention!) 
is  made  in  our  first  Chapter.* 

This  lady,  at  the  age  of  18,  was  married  to 
the  Baron  van  Orpenton;  a  man  of  great  ac- 
quirements, much  political  knowledge,  and  of 
the  first  consequence  in  Holland.  Deeply  versed 
in  the  law  of  nations,  and  with  the  law  of  waiv 
and  the  principles  of  political  economy,  not  less 
than  of  civil  jurisprudence,  he  was  utterly  igno- 
rant of  the  science  of  domestic  government :  and 
Puffendorf,   and  Grotius,   and  Yattel ;  though 

♦  See  page  4. 
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they  miglit  have  qualified  hhn  to  give  liie  law  to 
nations,  either  in  peace  or  in  war^  had  not  taught 
a  sagacious  statesman  of  4:2  how  to  regulate  the 
conduct  of  a  beautiful  woman  of  18.  He 
idolized,  and  she  endured  him  ;  if ""'  endured'* 
be  a  term  sufficiently  expressing  the  reluctant 
civilities  which  she  paid  to  him.  He  committed 
one  capital  error  in,  allowing  himself  to  fall  so 
desperately  in  love,  with  a  girl  to  whom  he  was 
old  enough  to  have  been  father,  (yet  how  he 
could  help  being  in  love,  it  is  not  easy  to  day;) 
and  she  committed  a  great  many  more,  and  less 
venial  errors,  in  proving  to  her  own  satisfaction 
how  foolishly  he  had  acted  !  The  enmity  of  the 
Baroness  to  Caroline  did  not  result  from  the 
devotedoess  of  Barbam  to  her  alone,  but  from 
other  causes  also:  and  principally,  froth  the 
feeling  of  irritation  that  pretty  women  often 
experience,  when  a  large  circle,  while  it  acknow- 
ledges the  excellence  of  their  beauty,  bows  more 
respectfully  before  the  surpassing  fair  one,  who  to 
beauty,  unites  the  infinitely  more  rare  and 
estimable  qualifications  of  modesty,  virtue  and 
good  sense.  Such  was  the  empire  which  the 
Baroness  Van  Orpenton  maintained  over  her 
husband's  opinions,  even  by  the  spells  in  which 
her  charms  bound  him,  that  she  tacitly  induced 
him  to  join  in  the  same  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
happiness  and  she  tranquility  of  Caroline,  by 
which  the  female  ^^  Cabal*'  was  actuated. 

The  Countess  St.  Aubri  was  the  young  widow 
of  a  French  Nobleman,  whose  munificence  and 
liberality  prompting  him  to  maintain  the  hei'edi- 
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their  ladies  and  companies,  remained  within  the 
Castle:  the  beauty  of  the  night,  the  pleasures  of 
the  dance^  or  of  the  Gondola^  and  the  society 
of  the  young  and  of  the  gay,  had  tempted  almost 
every  one  into  the  Park^  till,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, the  Grand  Saloon  began  to  be  deserted. 
Upon  the  proposal  of  the  two  young  princes, 
John  of  L— cht — ^n,  and  Joseph  Esterh — ^y,  the 
illustrious  few  who  yet  remained  were  on  the 
point  of  descending  to  join  those  who  were  below, 
when  a  billet  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Duke; 
an  attendant,  who  conveyed  it  to  his  Highness, 
merely  pronouncing,  in  a  low  voice,  the  word 
"  Frederick."  The  Duke  opened  the  billet ;  but 
put  it  up  the  moment  his  eye  (which  became  in- 
stantly expressive  of  peculiar  satisfaction,)  bad 
glanced  upon  the  flinst  word  of  it.    In  Aie  same 
moment,  a  stranger,  masked,  was  ushered  in, 
whose  majestic    figure  and    deportment   com- 
manded instant,  involuntary  respect.    Whether 
out  of  compliment  to  the  Duke,  or  from  some 
other  cause,  he  was  habited  in  the  full  Saltz- 
dahlen  uniform :  and  the  splendid  insignia  of  the 
order  he  wore,  and  of  the  gold  collar  round  his 
neck,  to  which  were  appebdied  jewels  of  the  most 
costly  description,  far  surpassed  in  brilliancy  and 
value  those  of  any  one  around  him.  Over  his  dress 
he  wore  a  scarlet  irobe,  dispbsed  in  thie  fashion 
of  a  Domtno.    The  JDuke,  quitting  his  own  posi- 
tion at  the  uppier  end  of  the  Saloon,  rose  up,  and 
walked  to  the  door,  beyond  which  the  stranger 
had  not  yet  proceeded.  There,  taking  him  by  the 
hand  in  a  respectful^  yet  dignified  manner^  the 
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•^ whole  of  the  compaay  standing  up,  he  slowly  led 
him  to  the  Duchess:  to  whom  he  presented  his 
*^  fnead,''  as  he  termed  him»  with  some  cere- 
.ibony.  The  Duke,  then  addressing  himself  to 
his  princely  and  noble  guests,  introduced  the 
stranger  to  them,  generally ;  calling  him  an  illus- 
trious foreigner,  who  had  done  him  the  honor  of 
comiogfirofn  England,  in  order  to  be  present  at 
the  celebration  of  bis  birth-day. 

*' We  Cannot/'  added  the  Duke,  smiling, 
*'  conaist^itly  with  the  directions  and  commands 
of  the  Princess,  as  the  directress  of  the  f&te,  so 
far  infringe  upon  the  privileges  of  one  of  her 
subject-masks,  as  to  declare  to  you  the  oame  of 
Uiig.  exalted  Englishman,  which  is  yet  well 
kjfioi^lto^all.  It  may  suffice  for  us,  at  present, 
t&  ;C^  him  here,''— {pointing  to  a  chair  upon 
vhi9:i^4:.band,)  "  as  to  a  seat,  to  which  his  rank 
entitleshim  eveo  in  this  circle." 

The.  Stranger  bowed,  but  politely  declining, 
replied,  in  very  good  French,*  that,  as  he  had 
not  yet  had  the  honor  of  an  introduction  to  the 
Princess,  perhaps,  the  X^juke  wopld  permit  him 
to  seek  it  amidst  the  intricacies  and  confusion  of 
a  maaqued  ball,  which,  he  had  been  given  to  un- 
derstand, was  intended  out  of  doors.  The  Duke 
and  Duchess  signifyinjg  their  assent,  servants 
were  dispatched  to  announce  the  ii^tention  of  the 
company  to  the  Princess.  In  the  meanwhile, 
many  of  the  German  Princes  among  them  were 


^-i«*i 


*  To  Bf$tk  Freach  w«U  at  this  Coiut,  is  to  this  day  cooaidanad 
tha  iast  of  high  rank  and  good-breediog  in  foieigiiers.  - 
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not  a  little  agtonished  at  the  intimate  know^' 
ledge,  which  the  stranger,  whom  the  Duke  had 
honored  in  so  particular  a  manner^  evinced  botii 
of  themselves  and  their  Houses.  None  could 
recognize  him :  yet  it  was  most  clear  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  their  private,  as  well 
as  political  views;  and  even  entered  into  the 
feelings  and  arrangements  of  their  own  private 
councils.  There  was  no  ostentatious  display, 
however,  of  such,  his  informatioo ;  but  it  was 
elicited  from  him,  by  mere  accident,  and  in 
answer  to  the  observations  of  themselves  or 
others.  While  they  were  all  silentljf  engaged  in 
endeavoring  to  solve  this  extraordinary  mystery ; 
it  was  intimated  to  the  Duke,  that  the  Princess 
was  now  prepared  to  receive  them.  And,  accor- 
dingly, all  descended  the  grand  staircase 
through  the  Picture  Gallery,*  and  so  on  into 
the  Park;  the  Duke,  the  Duchess^  and  the 
Stranger  following  the  rest.     No  sooner  was  the 


*  The  noble  coUectioQ  of  pictures  which  has  long  been  in  the 
poflsession  of  the  Dukes  of  B k  Wolfen e,  is,  I  am  in- 
formed, by  a  German  friend,  removed  from  the  palace  of  SaHz- 
dahlen,  to  that,  of  which  we  speak.  I  find  the  followiag  oonory 
notice  19  the  abridged  description  of  "  Hanw'ay's  Travels ;  (in  Dr. 
Maror^s  Historical  Account,  &c.  vol.  xiii.  p.  163.)  *' Among  the 
most  celebrafed  paintings,  are  **  Adam  and  Ere  yiewing  the  dead 
body  of  Abel,  and  trying  to  open  his  eyes ;"  *'  Abraham  embraefaig 
his  own  son,  after  the  trial  which  Ood  had  made  of  his  fiuth;^' 
"  PeUr  deiweredfrom  prison  by  ike  angel ;"  "  JudUh  and  her  attcfi- 
dmU  holding  the  head  of  HolofemeB^  which  iUU  seems  to  retain  the 
last  traces  of  Ufe;*^  '^Cephalus  and  Procris,'^  &c.  The  capital 
piotuns,  metitioned  in  ItaHcs,  ha?e  since,  I  am  told,  been  in 
England*  Bd.  • 
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presence  of  the  Dake  announced  aloud,  than  a 
beautiful  display  of  fire- works  was  exhibited, 
immediately  opposite  to  the  spot  upon  which  he 
stood;  in  which  his  name,  and  titles,  and  even 
the  armorial  bearings  of  his  House  were  repre- 
sented in  the  most  exact  manner  imaginable,  in 
fire.  AH  the  company  loudly  testified  their  ap- 
probation at  this  novel  and  .u&e:^eGted  spec- 
tacle; and  while  the  Duke,  bare-headed^  wal^ 
surveyiifg  it,  he  felt  the  compliment^  not  a  little 
enhanced  by  a  secret  conaciousness,  that  the 
afiection  of  his  daughter  had  designed  and  paid 
it.  When  this  was  concluded,  the  stranger  was 
cooiducted  by  the  Duke  and  Duchess  to  the 
Turkish  Tent ;  where  they  found  Caroline,  in  the 
midst  of  »a  circle,  who  were  amusing  themselves 
with  a  tort  of  Conversazione,  but  after  the 
manner;  ntfher  of  the  Orientals,  than  of '  the 
Italians :  each  person  successively  relating  some 
tale,  the  others  preserving  a  profound  silence. 
This  little  groupe,  besides  Caroline,  consisted 
only,  of  a  few  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who,  retiring 
a  while  from  the  dance,  found  this  a  most  agree- 
able .  method  of  employing  the  time  they  occu- 
pied^ in:  taking  refreshments^  previously  to  re- 
suming their  stations  in  the  Quadrille,  the 
Coiillon,  or  the  English  Country-Dance^  which 
it  had.  recently  become  the  fashion,  both  in 
France,  and  Germany,  to  admire.  Caroline  rose 
to. receive  her  illustrious  visitors,  and  acknow- 
ledged the  compliments  of  the  Stranger  with  an 
ease  and  lurbanity,  which  it  was  evident  he  well 
knew  how  to  apinreciate^  notwithstanding  th 
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he  could  hardly  repress  a  smile  of  wonder,  at 
finding  a  Princess  of  Wolfenstein,  seated^  witii 
her  friends,  like  so  many  Turks,  in  a  Diran. 
(This  was  not  the  only  time,  the  reader  will 
have  to  observe,  in  the  course  of  these  memoirs, 
— ^that  a  similar  harmless  whimsicality  upon  her 
part,  was  made  the  subject,  not  indeed  of  good- 
humored  sui^rise,  but  of  malevolent  censure.) — 
The  Duke  observed  to  Caroline,  that^  as  she  had 
had  the  arrangement  of  the  whole  ffete,  they 
came  to  request  her  to  be  the  "  Cicerone"  of 
their  little  party,  by  takhig  them  to  the  different 
parts  of  her  joyous  domain,  where  her  festive 
arrangements  might  be  seen  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage ;  and,  in  order  to  do  honor  to  so  excel- 
lent a  guest,  he  informed  her  that  he  had  de- 
puted the  Stranger  for  her  escort.  With  some 
hesitation,  and  a  sensation  which  excited  a  thou- 
sand pensive  feelings  in  her  bosom,  at  the  ab- 
sence of  one, — ^but  she  saw  she  was  observed, 
and  determined  to  conceal  her  emotion,-^-«he 
accepted  the  proffered  arm  of  Ihe  Stranger :  and 
leading  them  to  a  most  romantic  dell,  at  some 
distance  from  the  park,  they  looked  down  from 
where  they  stood,  into  a  hollow ;  the  bottom  of 
which  was  spacious  and  level,  and  had  heen 
boarded  over  for  the  present  occasion.  The 
scene  was  a  sort  of  realiased  fairy  laijid.  At  least 
an  hundred  feet  below  them,  amidst  the  blase  of 
innumerable  lamps  and  tapers,  were  seen  dan- 
cings a  very  large  company  of  masqueraders. 
The  mellowness  of  the  music,  as  it  ascended 
from  that  sequestered  spot,  the  strange  contrast 
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ef  the  rocky  stefis  by  which  you  went  down^ 
with  the  embroidered  or  grotesque  robes  of  the 
dancers;  the  mingled  echo  of  voices, — laughing, 
. — ^and  musical  instruments,  and  the  glare  of 
artificial  light  below,  opposed  to  the  silvery 
moon  above,  seemed  all  unearthly :  and  the  fitful 
noises  of  the  dell,  the  laugh  of  the  waltzer,  and 
the  repartee  of  his  partner,  the  mellifluous  notes 
of  the  flute,  mingled  at  intervals  with  the  martial 
clangor  of  the  trumpet ;  now  the  full  concert  of 
the  clarionet,  the  violin,  the  deep-toned  bass, 
and  the  flute  and  trumpet  bursting  from  below, 
in  one  fiill  swell  of  harmony,  and  now  the  soft 
and  wilder  notes  of  the  pathetic  harp,  wafted 
upon  the  tremulous  breeze  ;^-all  these  stealing 
upon  the  deep  silence  of  the  night,  (for  they 
were  at  a  long  distance  from  the  illuminated 
lawn  before  the  Castle,)  and  opposed  to  the 
sombre  and  pensive  character  of  the  surrounding 
part  of  the  gardens,  conveyed  to  the  coldest 
observer  an  idea  of  unearthly  existence.  From 
this  place,  Caroline  next  led  them  to  a  temporary 
platform,  which  had  been  erected  upon  the  lawn, 
of  very  large  dimensions:  and  upon  which  a 
fittill  lai^er  body  of  masqueraders  were  busily 
pursuing  the  *'  mazes  of  the  dance."  On  every 
part  of  the  lawn  around  them,  were  to  be  seen 
detached  groupes  of  those  occupied  in  the  same 
pleasurable  pursuits ;  forming  one  great  picture 
of  animated  mirthfulness^  and  delight. 

Here  Diana^  ^'buskin'd  and  bedeck'd",  was 
walteing  with  King  Henry  the  Eighth  of  En- 
gland; and  Leopold  the  Archduke  of  Austria, 
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was  settiog  to  a  very  pretty  girl  (whose  dress        i 
would  persuade  you  she  was  the  daughterof  a         , 
peasaut  of   Catalonia),  in    the  same.  Cotillon, 
where  his  illustrious  prisoner,  our  King  Rich-         I 
ard  the  First,  was  manifesting  his  best  dancing  to         \ 
a  German  Jew  Girl ;  while  a  Dutch  Burgo-Mas- 
ter  performed  an  admirable  '^rigadoon/'  inspired 
by  die  graceful  elegance  of  his  partner,  who  per-    ^  •  J 
sonated  the  Muse  Terpsichore ;  and  the  mighty        j 
Charlemagne,   was  endeavoring   to  purloin   the         ^ 
fan  of  an  Amazon,  who  desired  him  to  forbear, 
with  the  softest  lisp  in  the  world. 

"This  is  an  odd  Cotillon,"  observed  the 
Striamger;  ''  I  never  saw  such  a  mixture  of  char- 
acters before."  —  "  Nor  so  much  consistency  and 
propriety  in  their  selection  of  partners :"  gravely 
replied  Caroline. — The  stranger  smiled,  and  turn*' 
ing  to  her,  said,  with  a  shrewdness  of  gesture  that 
w^s  pretty  significant, — 

"  I  feel  the  truth  of  your  Highnesses  observa- 
tion ;  in  that  Cotillon  yonder^  what  can  be  more 
absurd,  than  the  contrast  of  Royalty  andPlebeian 
insignificance.  The  Archduke  of  Austria^  —  the 
Imperial  ancestor  of  a  German  Emperor,— ^(sop- 
posing  for  a  momeixt  that  all  these  persons  were 
really  what  they  affect  to  be^)  dances  with  a. pea- 
sant girl;  while  a  Plantagenet^  one  of  my  own 
forefathers,"  (added  the  Stranger  in  a  softer  tone, 
and  taking  an  opportunity  when  the  Duke's  at- 
tention, and  the  Duchess's  observation,  were 
'  otherwise  engaged,)  is  capering,  like  a  dancing- 
master,  to  a  Jewess." 

Caroline   took  a  momentary  survey  of  her 


compaBiou.  The  digaify  of  fais  demeanor,  his 
mana^rs,  his  figure^  went  strongly  to  confirm  the 
hint  he  had  given  bf  his  royal  descent ; —  a 
thousand  vague  surmises  rushed  itato  her  mind; 
bnt  she  only  rejoined  i^ith  an  affected  coldness 
and  indifference. —  •*  See  now  how  we  may  be 
mistaken.  The  IHtle  Jew  Girl,  is  the  benevolent 
Princess  Maria  Theresa  Ester  y ;    whose 

brotiier  you  saw  in  the  Saloon.  I  need  not,  I  am 
sure,  inform  you,  that  in  all  Germany  there  is  no 
flouse  more  illustrions  than  her's ;  the  King^  her 
partner,  is  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Duke's  guards ;  a 
young  man  of  good  family,  and  great  courage ; 
but  the  poor  fellow  is  quite  ruined. 

^*God  bless  me ; "  (ejaculated  the  Stranger,  in 
all  the  fervor  of  that  benevolence,  which  some 
foIKes  ^t  a  later  period  of  his  life  had  neither 
eradicated  nor  called  in  question;)  **can  your 
Highness  tell  me  what  we  can  do  for  him?" 

*'Ohyes,  Sir : -^  he  only  requires  to  be  unde- 
ceived, but  at  present  his  vanity  has  undone  him. 
A  grand  Council  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  being 
held  a  few  days  ago,  at  which  all  the  Court 
almost  assisted,  and  whose  object  was  to  select 
a  variety  of  characters  which  were  afterwards  to 
be  drawn  for,  ( none  of  them  of  course  were  to 
be  made  known,)  the  beautiful  Terpsichore  whom 
you  see  yonder,  (the  Baroness  Van  Orpenton,) 
declared  tiiat  the  Count  Latour  so  exactly  re- 
sembled the  pictures  of  your  Richard  Co&nr  de 
Lion,  and  wore  his  mustachios  so  precisely  of  the 
'*  same  patlem^*^  that  she  vvould  be  very  angry Jjf 
he  did  not  make  his  appearance  in  the  ^ 
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costume  of  the  CroB^der.  The  coosequence  is 
that  he  has  consented  to  make  himself  the  fright 
you  see ;  and  ever  since^  his  head  has  been  so 
full  of  his  new  dignity,  that  he  calls  his  Taylor, 
Saladin, — the  Duke,  the  Soldan  of  £gypt» — and 
the  Flower  Garden,  the  sands  of  Syria.  But  as 
his  knowledge  of  History  is  about  as  extensive 
as  his  acquaintance  vnth  Greography,  he  has  not 
yet  read  that  your  Richard  was  no  very  great 
,  patron  of  the  Jews ! " 

The  Duke  and  the  Stranger  laughed  at  this 
sally, — and  upon  Caroline's  declaring  that  as  her 
own  company  in  the  Tent  must  be  awaiting  her, 
she  could  only  sp^re  time  to  shew  them  the  Lake, 

they  proceeded  thither^  followed  by  several 
Kings  and  Queens  and  Emperors,  between 
\v^hom^  and  their  assumed  characters,  there 
seemed  to  be  as  much  accordance  and  harmony 
as  you  may  remark  in  the  miserable  objects  who 
are  usually  inflicted  upon  the  Town,  as  the 
Theatrical  Representatives  of  the  Roman  Senate! 
When  they  got  to  the  banks  of  the  Lake,  they 
found  them  covered  with  noble  and  princely 
proroenaders,  all  admiring  the  beautiful  reflec 
tion  which  its  waters  exhibited,  of  the  illumi- 
nated  windows  of  the  Castle.  Its  broad  and 
placid  surface,  rufiled  only  by  the  transient  oars 
of  the  Gondolieri,  as  some  proud  and  decorated 
boat,  glided  by, — like  a  beautiful  swan  sailing 
upon  its  bosom, — supreme  in  the  deep  stillness 
of  midnight, — ^presented  an  immense  mirror,  in 
which  the  blaze  of  lamps  and  torches,  and  the 
majestic    moon,    the  glittering   stars  and.  the 
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blue  heavens,  were  all  reflected  with  a  softeued 
lastre. — ^The  muaic  of  French  homs^  and  bagles, 
and  flageolets,  and  of  every  sort  of  wind  instru^ 
ments,  was  in  perfect  unison  with  this  lovely 
scene,  and  the  tonumerable  lamps  with  which 
tile  boats  were  illuminated^  moving  about  in 
every  possible  direction^  like  so  many  evening 
meteors^  shed  a  more  delicious  light  than  the 
blaze  of  noon-tide  could  have  afforded.  The 
Duke,  the  Duchess^  aad  the  Stranger  Guest^ 
appeared  to  be  almost  overwhelmed  by  the  uew 
and  delighted  feelikiga  which  the  scene  excited 
in  them:  and  Caroline^  who  was  fearful  that 
during  her  protracted  absence  the  spirits  of  the 
entertainment  might  languish,  and  the  night  ter- 
minate rather  in  disappointment  and  gloom  than 
in  satisfaction,  had  just  resolved  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  slipping  away  from  them  unper^ 
ceived^  when  a  ridiculous  accident  upon  the  Lake» 
occasioned  so  violent  a  pressure  of  the  by* 
standers  towards  the  spot,  in  order  to  perceive 
what  were  the  circumstances  of  the  case^  that  in  a 
single  moment  she  was  separated  from  her  friends^ 
beyond  the  possibility  of  speedily  regaining  her 
former  position.  Something  pleased  at  so  fortu- 
nate an  accident^  she  turned  away,  in  order  to 
repair  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  Turkish  tent^ 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Park  almost; — without 
waiting  or  caring  to  inform  herself  of  the  particu- 
lar fiict  which  had  caused  so  strong  a  sensation 
among  her  visitors. 

Leaving  her  for  a  few  moments  proo 
upon  her  ten  minutes  expedition,  it  naa 
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cousidered  beneath  the   dignity,  of  hiatory,  (a« 
Gibbon  says)  to  record  what  tbe  accident  iaqoea- 
tion  was.    Tbe  Baroness.  Yon  Fnesbach^.  who 
had  attired  herselfas  the  Poetess  Sappho,*  Mraa  on 
board  one  of  the  Gondolas,  of  which  we.haire 
made  honorable  mention  in  thisrChapt^*     Eie^ 
companion,  the  Margravine  of  B — -^(a  Bohemian 
Gypsey)  and  her  own  gentle  sister,   the  pretty 
Madame  de  S. who,  by  one  of  tho^e  charm- 
ing inconsistencies,  that  are  privileged  at  a^Mas^ 
querade,  had  assumed  the  habit  of  tbe  vindietiTe 
Enchantress  Urganda,)  had  all  expressed  a  wish 
of  being  landed  in  order  to  present  themselves  at 
the  Princess's  Tent.    The  redoubtable  Riphard, 
King  of  England,  was  the  only  gentleman  of  ^ 
party ;    except  the  nimble,  well-shaped   Datch 
Burgomaster :  and  between  .the  English  Monvch 
and  the  Ihitchman  a  very  warm  contest  eosiijpd 
as  to  the  point'  of  precedency  in  handing  oot 
Sappho^  the  Gypsey,  and  the  Witch.     It  was  in 
vain  that  Yon  Friesbacb,  ia  her  deep  and  bean- 
tiful  tones,  commanded  ifnetant  silence ;  inr  tain, 
with  an  air  that  Melpotneae  would  have  been 
proud  to  have  studied,  did   she  interpose  her 
gilded  lyre,  (which  had  been  made  expressly  for 
the  pur{xse,)  between  them :  thegipbey  went  inlto 
down-ri^ht  hysterics,  and  th^  dreadfial  Usganda 
fainted  away.  While  the  Gondola  neared  tlie  riiore, 

the  dispute  ran  so  high,  that  the  Dutch  Bui^- 
master,  (who  was  in  fact  the  Marshal  R — mb— u, 
was  .compelled  to  tell  the  King  of  England  that 
be  was  his  superior  officer.  The  King  of  1^- 
gland,  perfectly  absorbed  in  his  high  station,  indtg-^' 
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QaDtly  called  the  Dtttcbniaii  a  Turkish  dog :  90x6 
quitting  tbe  (iabini  peremptorily  desired  that  soikDd 
plaoks  might  be  laid  from  the  high  bank  of  tbe 
lake  on  to  the  Gunnel  of  the  Gondola.    One  onfy^ 
howev^^  was  brought ;  and  1)ehold,  out  of  fcbe 
same  cabin,  came  the  Bohemian  Gypsey  dissolved 
in  tears«  and  trembling  like  an*  aspen-leaf^  declar-' 
ing  how  alarmed  she  bad  been, — in  admirable 
French;  —  next,  the  powerful  Urganda,    whose 
spells  can  rend  Etna  asunder,  according  to  the 
Italian  Poets :  but  here  she  seemed  a  very  mkd 
sort  of  woman,  for  she  was  just  recovering  from 
fainting  through  the  tedder  assidnities  of    the 
Dutch  Burgomaster  who  was  bending  over  her, 
gracefiiUy  presenting  her  smelling  bottle  with  ond 
hand,  and  snstainiug  with  the  other,  an  Amster- 
dam pipe : — and  last,  though  not  leiast,  came 
forward  the  majestic,  but  lovely  Sapplio.     As 
the  advanced  between  the  -rowers  with  the  evi- 
dent intention  of  first  passing  over  the  plank,^ 
(which  extended  from  the  brink  of  tbe  lake,  Uk 
tbe  boat  about  nine  or  ten  feet)  the  point  of  honor 
was  renewed  between  the  King  and  the  Bui^d-- 
mast^^  (who  had  quitted  his  fair  Enchantress,) 
as  to  ike  manner  in  which  so  lady-like  a  Poetesi^ 
v^Bs  to  be  escorted  to  shore.    The  pl^nk  b^ing 
▼erf  narrow,  the  King  of  England  made  a  sort 
oi  side  jump  so  as  to  be  on  the  other  side  of  thcf 
*'  Jonge  Fraw^'  Sappho ;  and  if,  while  he  led 
ker  by  the  left  hand^  the  too  chivalrous  Dutch 
B^i^omaster  had    been  content  to  follow  th^ 
lady^  holding  her  right  hand,-^all  threcf  thui^ 
walking  itt  ^ngle  file;  the  whole  of  this  moment^ 
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ceremonial  might  have  been  happily  and  success* 
fully  adjusted.  But  it  unfortunately  hafqpened, 
that  the  iyre  of  the  admirable  Sappho,  however 
harmonious  in  itself,  proved  on  this  occasion  a 
source  of  terrible  discord  :  seeing  that  she  was 
CDCumbered  by  it,  both  gentlemen  proffered  their 
services  to  ease  her  of  this  splendid  trifle ;  and 
the  Poetess,  with  a  stately  but  approving  smile, 
extended  it  to  the  Burgomaster ;  who^  in  the  zeal 
of  bis  politeness  had  quite  forgotten  theridiculoQs 
figure  he  cut,  with  a  huge  pipe,  only  a  few  inches 
shorter  than  the  plank  upon  which  they  stood* 
Eagerly  he  seized  the  lyre  with  his  right  hand^ 
but. found  that  he  could  not  conveniently  retain 
both  *^  harp  and  pipe''  in  it ;  yet^  loth  to  lose  so 
good  a  pipe,  which  he  thought  might  serve  him 
on  a  similar  occasion,  the  Dutch  Burgomaster 
made .  an  attempt  to  pass  it  into  his  left  hand, 
looking  exactly  like  a  rope-dancer  balancing  his 
pole ;  its  ud wieldly  length,  however,  made  this 
an  object  of  difficult  accomplishment,  and  in  en- 
deavoriog  to  effect  his  purpose,  it  uofortunately 
struck  the  King  of  EDgland  upon  the  nose.  Ex- 
aggerated at  the  insult,  his  Majesty  turned  round 
very  abruptly,  dashed  the  offending  pipe  into  a 
tbouda^d  pieces,  and  endeavoring  to  aim  a  blow, 
betfore  the  Poetess^  at  the  Dutchman,  who  stood 
at  her  side,  he  lost  his  balance  and  tumbled  into 
the  water,  amidst  the  continued  and  vexations 
laughter  of  the  surrounding  spectators,  and  of 
the  Duke,  the  Duchess,  and  the  Stranger  them- 
selves. The  gallant  Richard,  however,  soou 
splashed  through  the  tranquil  lake,  to  land :  and 
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lushing  up  the  bank^  got  to  the  plank^  through 
a  crowd  who  respectfully  withdrew  at  the  si^ht 
of  his  water-dripping  clothes ;  and  found  Sappho^ 
an^  the  ladies  just  landed;  the  rival  Burgo- 
master^ as  he  was  following  from  the  Boat,  pre- 
tending to  play  upon  the  lyre,  the  beautiiul 
German  air  of  *^  Where  is  my  lover  gone  ?"  to  the 
increased  amusement  of  the  company,  and  at  the 
Juckless  King's  expence.  His  Majesty  in  that 
moment  executed  a  revenge,  worthy  of  the  brave 
Plantagenet.  The  Burgomaster  was  too  much 
engaged  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  own  triumph ; 
in  observing  the  smiles  of  the  ladies  on  shore, 
and  in  vociferating,  "  Where  is  my  lover  gone  ?" 
to  see  the  half-drowned  figure  of  his  Royal  Rival; 
who»  with  eyes  glistening  with  exulting  vengeance, 
watched  the  favorable  moment,  and  kicking  the 
plank  from  the  edge  of  the  bank^  precipitated 
the  tuneful  Dutchman  into  the  Lake ;  his 
music  had  now  for  an  accompaniment,  one 
general  burst  of  laughter,  which  had  become 
absolutely  convulsive.  The  lake  was  very  deep: 
and  this  merriment  changed  into  alarm,  upou 
finding  that  the  gallant  Marshal  R-^b — u  could 
not  swim;  on  first  falling  in,  he  went  to  the 
bottom  :  and  when  he  rose  again  to  the  surface^ 
still  retaining,  (with  instinctive  gallantry,)  the 
unfortnnate  lyre^  he  would  have  looked^  for  all 
the  world,  like  a  harmonious  river-god,  with  his 
gushing  waters  pouring  all  around  him,— if  it  had 
not  been  for  his  vile  Dutch  hat !  He  was,  how- 
ever, speedily  recovered,  and  brought  to  land ; 
and  the  disat^trous  catastrophe  of  this  naval  cam- 


paign  ''  threw  a  dan^''  upon  the  spirits  of  the 
aquatic  adveiiturers  for  the  rest  of  the  night 

It  is  now  time  for  us  to  return  to  GaxoUne ; 
who  had  indeed  reached  ite  Tent,  but  not  wil^ 
out  experiencing  an  adventure  of  a  mysterious 
lui^  awful  character.  She  .had  already  obi* 
served^  in  the  fwmer  part  of  the  ^venii^  a 
venerable  and  solemn  figure,  whose  features 
were  half  hidden  under  a  very  high  crowned 
and  broad  brimmed  hat;  such  as  nught  bave 
been  wotu  by  the  Protector  CromwelL  Tbe 
first  time  she  .had  marked  him,  was  imjnediately 
before  , the  axrival  of  the  Duke  an4  his  Guept  at 
her  Tent :  he  was  then  le»ung  on  the  outside  of 
the  door  or  entrance^  looking  in,  and  gaaing,  .ap* 
parently, — -for  his  eyes  were  hardly  viaible,i — ^ 
herself.  Neither  the  presence  pf  many  of  her 
friends,  nor  the  festivities  of  the  ev^ning^  npr  the 
gweral  expression  of  pleasure  which  all  around 
her  repeated,  could  overcomethe  awe, — tJieinvol- 
untary,  the  almost  painful  reverence,  which^the 
appearance  of  this  mysterious  Stranger  excited 
in  her  bosom :  she  looked  for  a  moment  at  hia 
long  black  robes^  his  buriiy  beard,  his  silent  and 
thoughtiul  dignity  ;  and  then  withdrew  Jber  jeyes, 
as  if  it  were  impossible  for  her  tp  gaze  further. 
The  object  of  that  momentary  look,  appeaiced  ta 
have  observed  the  painfitl  curiosity  he  excited  : 
for  when  again  she  ventured  to  raise  her  eyes 
towards  the  door,  he  was  gone. — No  soon^  did 
she  find  herself  separated  from  the  Duke,  than 
she  remembered,  that  by  inclining  a  little  to  the 
left^  where  the  Lake  took  a  sweep  in  that  direo 
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tion,  ahe  should  be  able  to  reach  her  Pavillion 
ia  much.  le$s  time  than  otherwise^  by  crossing  a 
bridge  which  had  been  built  over  the  narrowest 
part  of  this  fine  sheet  of  water.     Caroline  was 
not  a  woman  likely  to  be  needlessly  alarmed,  (in 
the  midst  of  her  father's  own  domain,  within  sight 
of  the  Castle,  and  at  only  a  few  minutes  walk 
from  it,) — at  finding  herself  in  a  part  of  the 
Park  totally  remote  from  the  scene  of  the  fi^te^ 
at  all   times  little  frequented,    and    upon  the 
present  occasion  totally  deserted.     She  pursued 
h^r  walk  therefore,  musing  by  the  way  upon  the 
8ing!ulaT  introduction  of  the  English  Stranger, 
till  she  had  reached  the  bridge.     Upon  attaining 
the  middle  of  the  bridge,  she  looked  back  for 
a  few  moments  upon  Ihe  scene  she  had  quitted. 
It  was  deep  midiiight :  the  bell  of  the   Castle 
tolled  twelve  o'clock  :  and  joy,  and  gaiety,  and 
pleasure^  were  revelling  in  full  activity.     She 
saw  the  bq^s  gliding  along  upon  the  water :  but 
80  distant  from  the  lake  was  she  now,  that  though 
she  perceived  their  silver  painted  oars  glittering  m 
^he  mopnrbeam^  she  co'idd  pot  hear  a  sound ; 
they  went  through  the  water  in  sparkling  silence, 
llppn.th^  bsmk  she  could  faintly  discover  .the 
dispersing  crowds  returning  to  the  Masque,  or  to 
the  daoee ;  but  thick  impervious  groves  of  lofty 
trees  concealed  every  trace  of  artificial  illumina- 
tion in  aoy  part  of  the  Park ;  and  only^now  and 
itheii,  as  the  breeze  happiciied  to  blow  aside  some 
interv^ing  branches,  could  $he  catch  a  glimpse 
of  the  richly  stained  windows  of  the  Castle-Hall. 
Sometimes  the  win^  sweeping  by  her,  would  '^ 
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to  her  ear  the  mingled  notes  of  various  harmony; 
and  again  all  was  silent.  Caroline  now  remem- 
bered that  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  make  the 
best  of  her  way  ;  and  turning  round,  could  not 
help  uttering  a  faint  cry  upon  finding  the  black- 
robed  figure  at  her  elbow.  He  made  no  attempt 
to  impede  her  progress ;  his  arms  were^  again, 
folded  across  his  bosom,  his  head  inclined  upon 
his  chest,  and  his  towering  hat  pulled  over  his 
face : — he  was  leaning  against  the  parapet  of  the 
bridge.  Finding  herself  unmolested,  Caroline 
began  to  accuse  her  own  timid  and  uncharitable 
precipitation,  in  indulging  the  needless  alarm^ 
which  his  appeafance  had  occasioned  her :  and 
ashamed  that  her  sudden  ejaculation  should 
have  betrayed  to  one  of  her  own  Masques,  as 
the  unknown  evidently  was^  the  weakness  of  her 
momentary  terror,  she  took  courage  to  address  him. 

'*  You  have  chosen,  my  friend,  an  extraordinary 
spot  for  taking  the  diversion  of  a  Masque,  I  must 
confess.  Is  your  party,  Sir^  made  up  of  Elvefs 
and  Fairies? — or  do  jrou  disdain  the  limited 
Beings  of  this  world  ? — or  are  you  fallen  from 
the  clouds  ?  " —  - 

*' Princess  ef  Wolfenstein,"  (replied  the  Masque^ 
in  a  tone  and  with  a  manner,  which  heightened 
the  curiosity  of  Caroline  to  intensity,) — *'I  am 
indeed  fallen^  ndt  froth  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
from  which  the  horrible  destiny  of  the  Wan- 
dering Jew  has  made  me  an  eternal  outcast, 
but  from  my  worldly^  estate :— from  greatness : — 
from  peace  of  ^ind: — from  friends  and  kin- 
dred : — from  my  coutrtry :— from  hope  itself ! " 
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(CaroUne  shuddered  at  the  desperate  energy 
with  which  these  words  were  spoken :  and  the 
rapid  conviction  shot  across  her  mind,  that  while 
the  mysterious  Masque  was  perhaps  affecting  to 
support  the  awful  destiny  of  ^'  the  Wandering 
Jew/'  according  to  the  ancient  and  memorable 
traditions  relative  to  that  wonderful  personage,* 
he  mingled  with  the  recapitulation  of  fictitious 
sorrows,  the  expression  of  his  real  and  existing 
sufferings.  What  followed  was  evidently  meant 
to  keep  up  the  character  he  had  assumed.  He 
continued—) 

'*  My  party,  Lady,  are  the  pangs  of  an  evil 
conscience;  the  horrors  of  an  accusing  spirit; — 
the  evils  of  never-ending  restlessness!  Do  I,  say 
you,  disdain  the  limited  beings  of  this  world  ? — 
Oh !  Princess, — know  that  I  watch  with  many  a 
repining  sigh  the  happy  mortals,  whose  fate  has 
decreed  that  they  should  die.  My  guilt,  steeped 
in  the  blood  of  holiness^  has  imposed  upon  me 
the  curse  of  never-ceasing  life;  each  quarter  of 
the  globe  have  I  traversed ;  each  ocean  have  I 
passed :  but  the  poisoned  arrow  of  the  Indian, — 
the  raging  tempest  of  the  seas, — the  wild  ruin  of 
the  earthquake, — ^the  blasting  lightning  of  the 
heaven8,--rthe  consuming  fires  of  Etna  and  Ve- 
suvius,— ^the   sandy  whirlwind  of  the  desert, — 


T*- 


*  These  traditions  are  too  well  known  to  make  it  necessary  t])at 

they  should  be  repeated  hete :  the  ^ius  and  powers  of  the  late 

M.O.  Lewis  were  exhaasted,  in  one  of  his  novels,  to  impart  a 

most  aivful  ioterept  to  this  character* 

Ed. 
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the  fiery  breath  of  the  Sirocco  wind,-^the  tliun^ 
dering  annihilation  of  the  descending  avalanche 
— have  all  been  powerless  to  harm  me.  The  seal 
of  wearisome  existence  is  on  my  brow ;  and  all 
the  riches  of  a  kingdom  shdald  be  his,  who 
conld  confer  that  best,  that  sweetest,  that  only 
boon — death!  For  seventeen  hundred  years  I 
hare  sighed  to  partake  the  lot  of  those  whom 
war,  pestilence,  the  floods,  murder,  famine,  or 
madness  have  swept  from  the  earth,  to  that  de- 
licious sleep  which  is  in  th^  grave!" 

Caroline  tottered  to  the  parapet:  shie  was 
scarcely  able  to  support  herself.  The  feelings  of 
the  Masque  had  evidently  been  excited  by  some 
approximation  in  his  feigned,  to  his  real  suffer^ 
ings ;  and  he  had  gone  on  to  describe  the  terri- 
ble destiny  of  his  assumed  character,  with  so 
horrible  a  fidelity,  as  to  have  been  guilty  of  some 
impiety,  perhaps,  in  the  description.  While  he 
spoke,— his  eyes  shot  fire ;  his  frame  seemed  to 
be  convulsed  with  long-repressed  agitation ;  and 
in  the  excess  of  his  emotion,  in  th^  Vividness  of 
feeling,  his  body  had  been  so  worked  upon,  that 
Caroline,  for  a  moment  seriously  doubted  whe-^ 
ther  she  was  not  speaking,  in  reality,  to  the  Wan-^ 
dering  Jew  himself.  Before  she  could  collect  her 
scattered  thoughts,  the  Jew,  (as  we  will  call  him, 
for  the  sake  of  distinction,)  looking  earnestly  at 
her,  said, —  ' 

"  Lady  !  know  you  whose  arm  you  have  just 
now  quitted?"  ''Come,  Masque,  come/'  impa- 
tiently rejoined  Caroline,  assuming^  a  sort  of  pet- 
ulant gaiety,  which  she  was  far  from  feeling; 
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"  I  hare  already  tAiried  here  too  long.  My  com- 
•paDy  are  waiting  for  me ;  and  I  must  rejoin  them 
inslantlyl" 

"Will  your  -Highness  allow  me  the  honor  of 
being  your  EscortT'  (said  her  companion  in  a 
more  courtly  tone,  which  she  thought  she  had 
somewhere  heard  before :)  "  I  have  sornething  to 
communicate  which  you  may  think  worth  hear'. 
ing,  dnd  without  detaining  you  from  friends,  to 
all  of  whom  your  Highness  ranst  be  dear  indeed, 
I  can,  as  we  walk  along,  prove,  by  my  know- 
ledge of  your  past  life,  and  your  future  destiny ; 
aye,  and  of  your  present  sorrows,  that  the  Wan- 
dering Jew  is  at  least  a  conjuror!"  (The  Princess 
made  a  faint  attempt  to  laugh  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  speech ;  but  ^e  solemnity  of  his  manner, 
and  the  overpowering  despondency  of  her  own 
bosom,  rendered  the  effort  fruitless.  Mechanical- 
ly accepting  his  arm,  they  crossed  the  bridge, 
and  proceeded  round  in  the  direction  of  the 
Lawn,  at  a  brisk  pace :  but  it  was  some  time  be- 
fore  either  spoke.) 

*'  I  was  asking  your  Highness,  if  you  knew 
who  the  princely-looking  Stranger  was  ?" 

"  I  am  ignorant,  Sir,  of  his  name,  nadon>  or 
person." — "  He  is  the  second  son  of  a  greiit  and 
gdod  man,  to  «1iom,  Lady, — start  not  at  m; 
boldness,  you'  are  soon  to  be  related; — the 
brother  of  the  fevored  individual,  who,  unri 
vailed  for  the  elegance  of  his  manners  and  his 
person,  is  perhaps,  alone,  superior  to  this  Strang 
ger  in  the  dignity  of  his  demeanor,  not  I 
in  the  greatness  of  his  station."        -w 


>r 
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the  fiery  breath  of  the  Sirocco  wmd,^f. 
dering  annihilation  of  the  descendinff/ / 
—have  all  been  powerless  to  harm  t^/  ^        j 
of  wearisome  existence  is  on  my  V/  i         ** » 
the  riches  of  a  kingdom  dhdc('  //  ^^® 

could  confer  that  best,  that  B*/  /  ' 
boon— death!   For  seventee;/ .  which' 

hare  sighed  to  partake  thy '   i       ,  ^'  ^   . 

Alt  \u^  a^^^ifJ         *^d  man  m- 

war,  pestilence,  the  floOcV';     ^^^^^  ^^ 

madness  have  swept  frr/ '  ^ 

,.  •         ,  I.-  u  :«  •  ',         candor  compels 

Iicious  sleep  which  is  ., '  '^ 

Caroline  tottered.  <    >/>  S'^'^^'  ^^JT\  Z 

scarcely  able  to  bv  ,  i^»  J^f^^^P  f  *"^"^^^ 

the  Masque  had  i^^?°«*?^' *T'7n 
approximation   .  <  ,/.d '«  J«  °P*  V  '       f 

inis;  andheV<t«'<>«t/'f  y/^^^^t^J/^ 
ble  destiny   ^  ^e  band  of  a  female,  beauti- 

horrible  a    '.i^  ^nd    noble    as   yourself. 

impiety.  /^  •  ^  i-        ^    u  * 

spoke.  ^C  ^  Sir.  for  your  compliment,  but 
be  cr  ^^^  rer  even  heard  of  this  paragon  of 
in  t'  Jr*'^Cif  information,  therefore,  has 
fe'  ''jM^^ti/l  ^"^  afraid,  by  some  of  your  own 
r     ^  ff^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ®^y  °^  more  upon  the 

*r^/  ^^^this  is  almost  the  last  time  I 
'^^^f*  ^^f  Highness,  and  you  must  allow  me 

^/5^^^ause  I  do  know, — that  the  P • 

fj^^^  is  y^"^  destined  husband." 

^|f<r^  laughed  aloud:'*  and  pray.  Sir, 
C^.^j  consent  in  the  meantime  ?  tell  me 

^h^  ^  at  least,  IcoAJure  you."  "  That,  Lady, 

tM  ^^If  question  1  was  about  to  put  to  you : 
.  #iifi  » *^  ' 
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Tou  have  heard  that  Colonel  Bar- 

3^    ^V  I  command  you?"    said  the 

y^4L    %^  *'!,'—*' Now  by  the  dread- 


^g^  '^      ^  nternipted  the  Jew,  in  a 

'^^^^  atrical,  and  half,  ap- 


^O 


%^  i  must  proceed.      The 

r-^  Ia^  "-n  .and :  but  consumed  by  his 

^    4L^       ^  .or  your  lovely  self, — refusing 

f   ^^^^*  attentions  of  friendship, — suffer- 

^^    #  anguish  of  his  desperate  wounds," — 

jsy  ^  .t    wouttds?"    involuntarily    exclaimed 

.me ;  but  the  Jew  without  noticing  her,  pro- 
dded,— *<  bowed  down  to  the  earth  by  calamity 
and  sicknesi^,  -  absorbed  in  grief,  and  wedded 
to  despair,  he  is  at  this  moment  expiating  the 
presumption  of  his  heart,  by  the  corroding  misery 
of  his  soul.  Therefore,  Caroline,'  of  him  you 
must  think  no  more ;  the  hand  of  fate  is  upon 
him !  Dominion,  pomp,  splendor,  woo  you  to  a 
Royal  bed !  Trifle  not  with  the  happiness,  the 
peace  of  your  noble  father :  forget  the  folly  of  a 
thoughtless  passion,  and  a  rash  foreigner :  learn 
to  accept  the  lot  which  heaven  has  decreed  you : 
and  in  a  nobler  empire,  live,  to  be  the  mother  of 
a  line  of  kings  !  Yonder  is  your  tent ; — farewell !" 
Caroline  had  listened  with  breathless  astonish- 
ment :  every  feeling  was  wound  up  to  intensity 
during  this  emphatic  annunciation  :  and^  having 
turned  to  the  Jew,  to  accost  him  once  again^ — 
before  she  could  utter  a  single  word,  he  waved 
his  hand,  and  bounding  over  the  Park-wall^ 
though  higher  than  himself,  diappeared  in  an 
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*^  And  is  it  the  greatness  of  his  station,"  asked 
the  trembling  Caroline,  eager  to  leam^  and  yet 
afraid  to  know  whom  the  Jew  alluded  to, — "  is  it 
the  wealth  or  power  of  that  other  individual, 
whom  you  call  a  '^favored"  mortal,  which  makes 
his  lot  so  enviable  ?" 

'*  Yes,  Lady ; — it  is  the  greatness  of  his  station, 
jointly^  with  his  wealth  and  his  power,  which' 
makes  the  man  I  speak  of,  a  favored  man  in- 
deed:  1  have  seen  him  often.  There  may  be 
differences  between  us  :  but  *  candor  compels 
me  to  say^  that  for  affability,  grace,  elegance,  or 
manliness  ;  in  shorty  for  a  specimen  of  finished 
^'  geotility/'  as  we  call  it  in  Eoglaud,  I  never  yet 
have  seen  his  equal ;  and  is  he  not  indeed,  of  all 
the  sons  of  man,  the  most  highly  favored,  who 
aspires,  at  least,  to  the  hand  of  a  female,  beauti- 
ful, good,  guileless,  and  noble  as  yourself, 
lady?"— 

^'  1  thank  you^  Sir,  for  your  compliment^  but 
I  really  have  never  even  heard  of  this  paragon  of 
excellence;  your  information,  therefore^  has 
been  furnished,  I  am  afraid,  by  some  of  your  own 
brethren;  and  we  will  say  no  more  upon  the 
subject.*' 

*'  Nay,  now, — this  is  almost  the  last  time  I 
9hall  see  your  Highness,  and  you  must  allow  me 
to  know> .  because  I  do  know, — that  the  P 
of  W is  your  destined  husband." 

Caroline    laughed    aloud:"    and   pray^    Sir^ 

where  is  my  consent  in  the  meantime  ?  tell  me 

that  also,  at  least,  I  conjure  you."  "  That,  Lady, 

'  the  very  question  1  was  about  to  put  to  you : 
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I  presume  you  have  heard  that  Colonel  Bar- 
ham  -- — -/' 

"Silence,  Sir,  I  command  you?"  said  the 
offended  Princess.  "  I,"— ^*'  Now  by  the  dread- 
ful character  I  bear/'  interrupted  the  Jew,  in  a 
tone  of  authority  half,  theatrical,  and  half,  ap- 
parently in  earnest, — "  I  must  proceed.  The 
Colonel  is  not  in  England :  but  consumed  by  his 
hopeless  passion  for  your  lovely  self, — revising 
comfort,  or  the  attentions  of  friendship, — suffer- 
ing from  the  anguish  of  his  desperate  wounds," — 

"  What  wouiifds?"  involuntarily  exclaimed 
Caroline;  but  the  Jew  without  noticing  her,  pro- 
ceeded,— "  bowed  down  to  the  eairth  by  calamity 
and  sickness,  -  absorbed  in  grief,  and  wedded 
to  despair,  he  is  at  this  moment  expiating  the 
presumption  of  his  hearty  by  the  corroding  misery 
of  his  soul.  Therefore,  Caroline,'  of  him  you 
must  think  no  more;  the  hand  of  fate  is  upon 
him !  Dominion,  pomp,  splendor,  woo  you  to  a 
Royal  bed !  Trifle  not  with  the  happiness,  the 
peace  of  your  noble  father :  forget  the  folly  of  a 
thoughtless  passion,  and  a  rash  foreigner :  learn 
to  accept  the  lot  which  heaven  has  decreed  you : 
and  in  a  nobler  empire,  live,  to  be  the  mother  of 
a  line  of  kings  !  Yonder  is  your  tent ;— farewell !" 

Caroline  had  listened  with  breathless  astonish- 
ment :  every  feeling  was  wound  up  to  intensity 
during  this  emphatic  annunciation  :  and^  having 
turned  to  the  Jew,  to  accost  him  once  again^ — 
before  she  could  utter  a  single  word,  he  waved 
his  hand,  and  bounding  over  the  Park-walK 
thoi^h  higher  than  himself,  diappeared 
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instant.    Our  Heroibe  h^d  now  but  an  hundred 
yards  to  go  ;  and  burstiog  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
vtas  obliged  to  sit  down  to  (oonpose  herself: 
having,  in  part,  efiected  her  object,  she  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Pavillion :  where^  in  the  y  viety  of 
amusement,  her  absence  had  not,  she  was  glad 
to  perceive,  excited  as:  much  attentioA  as  it  might 
otherwise  have  done.    The  guests  had  beesi  too 
much  employed,  moi:^ver,  in  canvassing  the 
affair    of    Marshal    R'^-^^u,    and    ih^    Count 
Latour*— ^  to  think  of  aught  eUie  scarcely.    Soon 
aftcfr  the  Baroness  Van  Orp^itoUf  and  the  Mar- 
gravine had  paid  some  insidiouacpQipliments  upon 
hier  improved  looks,  in  conaequence  of  her  walk, 
she  was  scfflt  for  by  the  Duke  to  attend  him  in 
the  Qrand  Saloon:  where  the  Stranger,  being 
more  formally  introduced  lo  her,  upon  taking 
leave  turned  out  to  be,  indeed,  the  very  Person- 
age the  Wandering  Jew  ha^  described^  him.     He 
was  proceeding  to  Berlin,  as  it  waa  caid :  and 
observing  to  the  Prineeas  with,  a  smile^  that  he 
hoped  aoon  to  be  better  acquainted  with  her, 
quitted  the  Castle.    The  departure  of  th^  Illus- 
trious Englishman  was  the  signal  for  ^  retire- 
ment of  the  whole  party,  who  slowly  Aspersed, 
as  if  reluctant  to  quit  what  they  might  very  well 
couider,  the  enchanted  beauti0s  of  the  Park  end 
Castle  of  Wolfenstein. 
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CHAPTER  X, 

•  There  are  certain  persons  who  move  up  and 
down  this  wide  world,  whose  characterSj;  al- 
thoagh  manifested,  perhaps,  in  a  humble  sphere 
of  life/ it  might  be  exceedingly  well  worth  the 
attention  of  the  philosopher  to  consider.  I  say^ 
the  philosopher^  because  to  a  man  accustomed  to 
weigh,  ^beforefaand^  the  v^aln.e  and  the  conser 
quences  of  every  action,  (even  where  to  a  common 
perception^  the  action  itself  might  appear  per«> 
fectly  indifierent,~r-)  what  can  be  more  inexpli- 
cable, than  that  some  individuals  should  embark 
Dpon  great  and  momentous  undertakiBg€H--th6 
event  of  which  must  in  all  lik^ihood,  give  a 
color  and  complexion  of  happiness  or  miseryytp 
the  whole  remaining  term  of  their  existence,*-T 
with  the  same  thoughtless  indifference  ^ith  which 
a  man  pulls. on  a  new  boot,  or  adjusts  the  set  of 
bis  cravat  before  he  takes  his  morning  walk? 
Many,  however^  there  are^  who  far  from  provi« 
ding  a  remedy  for  an  expected  evil,  sit  down  by 
their  fire*side;  and  stretching  out  their  legs, 
wondi^  what  can  have  delayed  its  approach  so 
long :  and  there  are  others,  who  during  the  last 
five  minutes  before  they  must  go  out  to  .fight  a 
duel,  or  join  a  storming  party  destined  to  act 
agaiikst  a  tremendous  battery,  or  being  summon- 
ed npon  the  deck  of  a  sinking  ship  by  the  intelli- 

•  R 
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gence  that  the  pumps  are  water-logged  and  the 
boats  all  statred^  calmly  obsj&rve  how  very  uirfpr- 
tunate  '  all .  this  is,  but — ^they  must  finish  their 
rubberor  their  segar; — or  their  last  bumper. 

Of  this  last  description  of  men,  was  Edward 
Wentworth  ;  an  Englishman  by  birth,  he  had  en- 
listed at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  the  service  of 
Frederic  ( the  Great,)  King  of  Prussia :  who, 
observing  him  to  be  of  a  strong,  manly,  and 
handsome  person,  but  more  especially  seeing  diat 
he  was,  although  so  young,  upwards  of  six  feet, — 
received  him  without  hesitation,  into  the  number 
of  his  body-guards.     It  being  the  custom  of  that 
Monarch  to  keep  an  exact  register  of  the  paren- 
tage and  history  of  these  men,  it  appeared,  upon 
Wentworth's  examination  for  that  purpose,  that 
he  was  an  orphan  at  seven  years  of  age :  that  he 
had  been  apprenticed  from  a  celebrated  Charity 
In  f  jondon,  as  a  copying  clerk  to  an  Attorney : 
that  after  staying  with  his  employer,  for  the  spe- 
*  cified  term  of  seven  years,    (nine  years,  in  all, 
having  elapsed    since  he  entered  the  orphan- 
asylum    we    speak    of, — )   two    circumstances 
occured  that  gave  him  an  invincible  dislike  to 
following  the  profession,  into  the  rudiments  [of 
which  his  apprenticeship  had  initiated  him :  the 
first  being,  his  own  thorough  conviction  that  bis 
master,    the    Attorney,    was  the    most  accom- 
plished rogue,  even  among  the  ''  Pettifoggers," 
that  he  had  ever  seen  ;  and  the  second,  that  he 
had,  upon  a  certain  holiday,  been  himself  preisent 
at  a  Grand  Review  of  some  Regiments  of  the 
line  upon   Blackheath.     From  this,  moment  he 
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became  passionately  devoted,  to  a  military  life: 
and  if  he  sauntered  down  to  Saint  James's  Park, 
by  accident,  on  a  Sunday ; — ^he  sighed  for  the 
happier  fate  of  those,  whose  envied  lot  it  was 
to  wear  enormous  cocked  hats,  boots  highly 
japanned  and  large  enough  for  a  French  Postil- 
lionj  and  their  hairs  uncomb-a6^^  (we  must  be 
guilty  of  coining — a  word)  cemented  with  po- 
matum and  powder^  till  the  whole  had  assunded 
the  marble  stiffness  which  he  remarked,  with 
delight,  in  that  fearfully  long  appendage  hu- 
morously termed — a  *'  pig-tail;" — which, indeed, 
this  preposterous  ornament  exactly  resembled 

in  every  thing  but color,  curliness,  brevity, 

use  an^  natural  appearance.*  He  was,  in 
the  be^mniug  of  his  sixteenth  year^  upon  the 
point  of  offering  himself  ds  a  Recruit  for  one  of 
the  regiments  in  question,  enamoured  with  the 
fancied  prospect  of  the  figure  he  should  cut 
upon  a  fine  horse,  boxed  up,  and  motionless  in 
one  of  those  colossal  pigeon-holes  of  the  Horse- 
Guards  : — (where  you  still  may  see,  every  mor-^ 
ning  after  parade,  two  or  three  mute  Ajaxes  so 
mounted,  and  with  drawn  swords ; — to  the  great 
edification  of  the  street-passengers,— )when  an 


♦  Our  "  elder''  readers  will  easily  perceive  that  this  description 
applies  to  the  Horse  or  Life-Quards,  as  they  were  dressed  about 
five  and  thirty  years  ago.  Whatever  may  have  been  urged  against 
the  repeated  alterations,  which  we  have  seen  of  late  adopted,  in 
the  costly  and  gilded  clothes,  equipments  and  trappings  of  these 
regiments ;  common  justice  must  admit  that  they  never  before  pre- 
sented an  aspect  at  once  so  military,  imposing,  and  magnificent,  as 
they  d6  at  the  present  moment.  Eb, 
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accident  happened  that  altered  his  intenticHur. 
He  was  drinking  one  evening,  at  a  Pablic^Honse 
in  Pimlico,  nearly  adjoining  the  park^  when  a 
foreign  soldier  with  his  comrade  entered  the 
room  where  he  was  sitting,  in  an  insolent  mamiert 
— looking  successively  at  every  person  present 
with  a  contemptuous  sneer,  shaking  the  tables^ 
—laughing  very  immoderately,  and  exercising 
various  other  methods  of  annoyance  to  the  no 
small  discomfiture  of  the  company.  Having 
called  for  some  pipes,  and  some  brandy,  tliey 
proceeded  in  this  manner^  for  some  time,  with 
perfect  impunity :  till  at  length  one  of  them^  ad- 
dressing his  insolence  more  particularly  to  a  little, 
but  athletic  man  who  sat  opposite  to  him^  also 
smoking^  deliberately  helped  himself  to  some 
tobacco  out  of  the  little  man^s  box :  the  English- 
man stared  first  at  the  intruder,  and  then  at  his 
own  box ;  but  without  taking  his  pipe  out  of  his 
mouthy  called  the  landlord  ;  and  giving  him  some 
half-pence,  desired  him  to  ^' bring  that  fellow  some 
tobacco :  for,  seeing  as  he  was  some  poor  devil 
of  a  foreigner  or  other,  he  supposed  he  couldn't 
afford  it :  but  as  for  himself,  he  did  not  mind 
assisting  a  beggar  now  and  then/'  The  two  men 
stared  at  each  other :  and  the  one  to  whom  this 
was  addressee^  happening  to  understand  quite 
enough  English  to  have  a  due  relish  for  the 
insult,  in  a  violent  passion  began  to  beat  the  little 
man  about  the  head  with  his  cane.  The  other^ 
nothing  daunted  at  the  gigantic  stature  of  his  op- 
ponent, rushed  at  him,  speedily  wrested  the  cane 
from  him,  snapped  it  across  his  knee^  and  throw- 
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ing  it  into  the  fire,  desired  him  if  he  was  a  maii, 
to  strip.  (I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  invite  the 
reader,  especially  if  I  speak  to  a  lady, — to  ''look 
on  "  for  a  moment  or  two :  but  she  may  be  assu^ 
red  that  it  is  only  customary  on  such  occasions  for 
the  combatants  to  disrobe  themselves  of  hats, 
coats^  waistcoats,  and  neck-handkerchiefs.) — ^The 
little  man^  who  was  a  genuine  Bull^  was  no  great 
judge  of  proportions :  for,  whatever  opinion  he 
might  have  had  of  his  own  courage,  he  forgot 
that  the  difference  between  five  feet,  four, — and  &x 
feet,  three, — is  just  eleven  inches:  the  coose* 
qnence  was,  that^  although  he  severely  punished 
the  -soldier,  when  he  could  reach  high  enough, 
and  *^get  tit"  (as  it  is  scientifically  termed^)jclo9e 
enough,  lo  make  a  blow  tell ;  yetthesledge*ham-» 
mer  admonitions^  which  descended  from  tiie  pon« 
derous  arms  of  the  soldier  upon  his  own  head 
with  all  the  certainty  and  effect  with  which  it  is 
possible  to  drop  a  perpendicular, — very  soon 
would  have  ended  the  combat,  without  the  need-^ 
less  and  treacherous  assistance  of  the  foreigner's 
comrade ;  who,  in  the  middle  of  the  fight,  cen-* 
trived  to  get  behind  the  ''  brief"  antagonist,  and 
aiming  a  blow  with  a  candlestick  at  the  back  of 
bis  head,  felled  hitn  to  the  ground.  It  is  in  iing^ 
land  only,  that  a  principle  of  honor  pervades  all 
classes,  even  the  very  lowest,  at  least  to  this  efXr 
tent:  that  in  personal  combats^  ''fair play''  is 
invariably  observed  as  matter  of  course.  And 
thus,  however  great  was  the  general  uproar  in 
die  room,  all,  but  the  fighting  foreigner^  by  one 
general  impulse  united  in  taking  the  offender  by 


126  1*HE  ROYAL  WANDERER;  OR 

the  collar ;  and  having  turned  him  out  of  the  room, 
forcibly  exemplified  to  him  the  great  velocity, 
with  vi^hich  a  heavy  body  being  kicked » descends 
a  staircase !   Meanvirhile  the  soldier,  drawing  his 
bayonet,  threatened  the  first  man  who  got  be- 
tween him  and  the  door  with  instant  extermina- 
tion.    It  was  the  depth  of  winter,  and  there  was 
a  large  fire  in  the  room,  in  which  the  poker 
was  left  by  the  person  who  had  last  stired  it. 
Wentworth,    darting  fi'om    his    seat,  snatched 
this  red-hot  instrument  of  vengeance  from  be« 
tween  the  bars,  and  putting  his  back  to  the  door, 
desired  some  of  the  persons  present  immediately 
to  open  the  window,  which  was  a  very  large  bow. 
The  company  obeyed ;  and  supposing  thai  he  was 
as  alarmed  as  themselves  and  wished  for  aid,  they 
called  out  lustily  for  help.   While  this  was  doing, 
the  soldier  inflamed  with  the  brandy  he  had  just 
swallowed,   and   the  liquor  he  had  previously 
drank,  as  well  as  irritated  at  the  disgri^ce  of  his 
comrade,  made  a  furious  charge  with  the  bayo- 
net at  Wentworth,  who,  receiving   the  weapon 
upon  the  stout  poker  he  held,  broke  it  asunder. 
The  violence  of  the  shock  made  the  other  drop 
the  remaining  fragment ;  and  Wentworth,  rushing 
in  upon  him,  caught  him  up,  and  in  spite  of  all 
his  resistance,  bore  him  with  amazing  strength  to 
tb6  window  ;  there  holding  him  out  upon  his  ex- 
tended arms,  which  completely  pinioned  those 
of  the  soldier,  for  two  or  three  seconds^  he  de- 
liberately  dropped   him   into   the  street  about 
twenty  feet  below,  to  the  great  delight  and  terror 
of  a  large  crowd,  who  had  collected  round  the 
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house.  The  room  ivithin,  and  the  street  without; 
(for  the  story  of  the  fray,  by  this  time,  was  pretty 
well  known  without  doors,)  rang  with  the  ap- 
plauses of  every  body  who  witnessed  his  .courage 
and  his  coolness.  Among  the  many,  who,  as  they 
were  passing  by,  had  stopped  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  of  this  disturbance^  there  was  an  Officer 
of  some  distinction, — a  Count  de  Grimm,— who 
had  been  some  time  in  England  upon  a  mission 
of  a  private  nature  from  the  King  of  Prussia. 
This  noblenlan,  being  induced  from  a  motive  of 
curiosity,  to  ettter  the  Public-House,  found,  in 
the  persons  of  the  two  offenders,  two  of  his  own 
suite ;  but,  as  they  were  both  seriously  hurt,  the 
pugilist  having  broken  his  arm  by  his  fall,  he  took 
no  notice  of  them  for  the  present.  Enquiring  for 
the  young  man  who  had  terminated  the  '<  fracas'^ 
in  so  summary  a  manner,  the  Landlord  of  the  house 
took  him  up  stairs  to  Wentwcnrth,  whom  they 
found  busily  engaged  in  expressing  to  the  little 
man,  his  regret  that  he  had  not  interfered  earlier; 
which,  he  declared, '^  he  should  certainly  have 
done,  hnt  that  he  was  so  occupied  in  considering 
the  uniform  of  the  two  men,  which  had  pleased 
him.beyond  measure,  that  he  could  not  prevail 
upon  himself  to  molest  thfem,  till  he  saw  foul 
play ;  or  till  the  fight  between  the  two  first  com- 
batants had  terminated  :  if»  indeed,  that  had  end- 
ed in  the  discomfiture  of  the  little  man,  he  did 
intend  to  have  challenged  the  foreigner  for  the 
honor  of  the  .  thing ;"  but  at  this  period  of  so  in- 
<ere«<ing'  a. conversation,  he  was  accosted  by  the 
Count  de  Grimnpi,  and  the  very  loqk  of  Went- 
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trorth  paid'  iostant  homage  to  his  military  pelisse, 
Hessian  boots,  (then  exceedingly  uncommcm) 
and  richly  laced  dress.  ' 

"  This,  Sir,"  said  the  Landlord^  *^  is  the  yomig 
lad  as  spilt  them  fellows  into  the  street  ?  He^s  a 
good  grow'd  one,  is  n't  he,  Sir  ?" 

The  Countj  without  taking  the  trouble  of  re- 
plying to  the  Landlord  s  eloquent  appeal  to  his 
opinion^  surveyed  Wentworth  for  a  moment  in 
silence^  and  throwing  down  a  half-guinea  upon 
the  table,  by  way  of  settling  the  reckonings 
beckoned  him  to.  follow  him.  Wentworth^  ac-* 
Gordingly,  did  follow  the  Count  down  stairs, 
across  the  park,  and  so  on  to  his  hotel  in  Saint 
James's  Street :  when  they  were  at  length  seated 
in  a  private  room^  the  Count  asked  him  if  he  had 
any  inclination  for  a  military  life!  Wentworth 
informed  him  of  bis  determined  puipose  to  em-r 
braceJt  on  the  first  opportunity.  The  Count,  in 
broken  English,  observed  that  an  opportunity 
now  offered :  and^  having  acquainted  him  with 
the  character  and  precision  of  his  master,  die 
great  Frederick,  tho  services  he  was  likely  to  be 
enqiloyed  upon,  the  pay,  and  etery  other  pard<^ 
cular,  which  he  thought  it  Becessary  that  his 
^'  prot^g^,"  should  be  informed  of^  Wentwortii 
closed  eagerly  with  th^e  proposal  of  accompany- 
ing him  and  his  suite  to  Prussia  on  the  following 
Tuesday^  **  upon  one  condition."  The  Count, 
with  a  good'huitiored  smile,  told  him,  that  for  a 
private  soldier  to  impose  a  ^'condition''  upon  his 
superior  officer,  would  be  the  oddest  thing  in  the 
world  in  Prussia:  but  he  iilighl  name  it''  *^Why 
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Sir/'  replied  the  young  maD»  ^'  I  have  some  rea- 
son to  think,  from  the  looks  of  the  two  soldier?, 
as  we  passed  out  of  the  Public-House,  that  they 
are  under  your  own  orders :  aud  as  one  has  broken 
his  arm,  and  my  friends  broke  the  other's  head,  I 
make  bold  to  request  that  they  may  not  be 
punished  farther  than  they  already  are."  The 
Count,  praising  what  he  termed,  his  manly  gene- 
rosity, promised  him  that  his  wish  should  be 
observed:  and  kept  his  word.  In  about  three 
weeks  after  this  transaction,  Wentworth  found 
himself  at  Berlin,  the  capital  of  the  Prussian 
Dominions :  all  the  other  recruits  for  the  body- 
guard he  speedily  outstript  in  his  military  exer- 
cises; and  having  at  length  been  appointed  to 
actual  service,  he  had  the  honor  of  saving  the  life 
of  His  Prussian  Majesty,  immediately  before  the 
taking  of  Dresden,  from  the  King  of  Poland  and 
Elector  of  Saxony,  in  the  year  1747 — 8.  On 
that  occasion,  a  shell  having  been  fired  from  a 
battery,  fell,  without  exploding,  a  few  feet  from 
the  King;  who,  in  the  confusion  of  the  day,  did 
not  observe  the  circumstance.  General  Bruhler 
entreated  his  Majesty  to  escape^  as  fast  as  pos3i- 
ble,r-the  fusee  being  still  burning, — and  abso- 
lutely turned  his  own  horse  for  that  purpose. 
The  intrepid  Wentworth  vaulted  from  his  saddle; 
and  having  been  eagerly  watching  the  advance 
of  a  small  party  of  twenty  Imperial  Hussars, 
who  were  riding  at  full  speed  towar.ds  the  spot^ 
and  observing  the  slender  retinue  of  the  Prussian 
King^  whom  they  were  in  hopes  0|f  taking,  and . 
were  now  close  upon,  he  lifted  the  shell  himi^AU^ 
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amd  btilfifig  it  amdng  Ihtm  with  all  hie  might, 
before  they  coold  discharge  their  carbines,  it 
burst  i»  tlie  very  midst  of  the  defoted  troop, 
destroying  it  almost  to  a  man,  aod  severely 
^oimding  Wentworth/  who  was  not  more  than 
fbrty  p^ces  fl-om  them.  Frederick-  praised  his 
c^ourage,  Bt^  rewarded  him  with  a  pension :  bat 
ire  never  woviM  promote  him.  Various  reasona 
Were  assigned  for  this  strange  determination; 
the  capriee  of  the  Ring,  th^  circumstanee  of 
Wentw6rth^s  writing  very  well, — (a  crime  in  a 
private  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  lifeguards  0 
acnd  the  freedom  with  which  young  Wentworth 
bad  spoken  to  his  comrades  of* certain  arbitrary 
atts  done  h^  FVederick.  Be  &is  as  it  may,  in 
every  action  he  displayed  the  same  irmness^ 
and  cool  hitrepidity :  being  remarkable  for  his ' 
extraordinary  strength,  his  general  taciturnity, 
ated  the  qunintness  of  his  observations,  when  he 
chose  to  make  thera :  but  that  which  procured 
htm  the  fiavor  of  his  fellow-soldiers  most,  was 
the  extravagant  heedlessness  and  indiffemce 
with  which  he  would  volunteer  upou  the  most 
desperate  and  appalling  services.  This  was 
particularly  evinced  upon  the  occasion  of  taking 
an  incoiisidemble,  but  very  strongly  fortified 
town  in  Silesia.  The  beseigers  had  to  work  by 
sapping  and  mining :  and  as  the  beseiged  were 
compelled  to  run  their  galleries  across  those  of 
the  Prussians,  in  some  instances,  there  were 
several  engagements  underground  :  therestdtof 
which  was,  that  many  mines  were  destroyed  pre- 
maturely ;^and  an  immense  number  of  lives  lost 


in  ctf]lseq1iient^e.  Nothmgi  »6Mrid ,  be  knore  Bieti^ 
table  Ikab  the  fiate  of  tfadM  w}io  'were  ^\igaged  in 
<lieae  8«bt0rraiteaii  mxaflietfc :  the  mlare  coUiyicm 
tof  aiiiiili,  tad  dtaelwasiscrfifecieotto.pToiiace  dm 
miMt  bo«rible  cataatrctpbe :  liiow  icertmn  ihcif^ 
must  bavie  beeki  theda^ibtictidn  ^hich  ea^ed  Jn  pon 
'the  discharge  oi  fire<inils  amidst  every  speciea 
t>f  coiltbiisllfoles  ?  hi  conMquioiiicc  of  repeated 
eccideiitB,  tkenambeDof  casualties  had  increased 
to  Bndi  a  de^ee,  thai  the  bravest  of  the  Pros^ian 
tnmps, 'axid  m  the  |ire6eiice  of  Frederick  himself, 
•4ecliflied  iioliiiiteering  whf^ev^  m  foining  party 
Vas  proclaisied.  At  last  k  ivas  found  imfvoBsi- 
Me  to  raise  a  suffictent  iramher  of  fnen,  to  effect 
^▼eti  the  most  common  and  ordinaiy  objects  of 
liw  engineers.  It  behig  necessary,  imniedtatdy 
pnefions  io  exfdodsi^  ia  Ver5r  extensiTe  mine,  the 
effect  of  vrhich  it-wascalculstfed,  "miald^tend 
to  the  eitadel  itself,  that  the  state  of  their  oim 
^galleries  shoald  bo  aat^brtained ;  and  ^at  the 
Oononlnulant  af  the  'fiDgmbersahoidd  be  satifefled 
tf  the  enttm  absence  ahd  igndrance  oif  die  iftnemy, 
betsanae  ^ihe  ^patsct  Sacresy,  wHk  trhich  it  :waa 
pn)|>er  ^vA  vai^uiaile  ito  eonddct  and  escamtto 
Mb  kmt  grajid  operMian  's^nat  tiiero;  Ttni 
boodytod  iseiect  vaen,  raiio  bad  upeo  miny  oetstK* 
miMB  9»ea(ly  dialiBguMbed^  tbcmsUves;  wei4 
chosen  from  the  Royal  Pkraattian  jgiiartiis  i  imd 
beihg  «onaanad  issfbne  the  t^tit  .aif  4S«iiferal 
Bruhler,  th&yirire  iUfohndd  that.a.  foitatrd  of 
twiAluhdaed  lenfitm  trauld  A»  ptksexa»t3i  40'^ch 
of  mtf  'BGiAea  men,  mhm  kt  tbe  mk  af  Jnataiit 
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dealli,  if  taken,  woald  yentore  to  explore  all  the 
galleries,  passages,  and  mines^  which  had  been 
dug  or  sunk  since  their  last  encounter  with  the 
Hungarians.    Not  a  voice  was  heard  in  answer 
to  this  offer;  not  a  hand  was  raised  expressive 
of  its  willingness  to  strike;   not  a  foot  stept 
forward  in  readiness  to  march.    The  General 
was  irritated  beyond  measure,   and  just  as  he 
was  severely  reproving  their  want  of  courage 
and  enterprize,  the  King  happened  to  arrive  at 
his  tent.    His  rapid  and  eagle  eye  soon  ascer- 
tained the  extent  of  the  defection ;  but,  conceal- 
ing for  a  moment  his  anger,  he  merely  enquired 
in  what  part  of  the  camp  the  £nglishman  Went- 
worth  was  to  be  found  ?    **  I  greatly  fear,"  re- 
plied General  Bruhler,  **  that  he  is  among  those 
trembling  cowards."    *^  1  am  sure  he  is  not;" 
said  the  King,  in  a  firm  and  positive  tone,  which 
admitted  of  no  contradiction.  An  officer  stepped 
forward,  and  informed  the  Genetol,  that  Went- 
worth  was  stationed  at  so  distant  a  part,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  returned  him  in 
sufficient  time;  and  that  another  trooper  had 
been  substituted  in  his  place  among  the  two 
hundred.    After  some  little  delay,  Wentworth 
appeared  before  Frederick:  and  the  foUowing 
laconic  dial<^ue,  in  the  true   Prussian   style, 
ensued  between  them. 

The  King.    **  Are  you  a  man  of  courage?'' 
fVeniwartk.    ''  1  think,  Sire,  I  am." 
TkeKing.    "Do  you  honor  these  men?  Thej 
are  arrant  cowards.    I  want  them  to  face  death ; 
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they  ate  afraid  of  danger.  Are  yoii  afiraid  to 
penellrate  into  the  last  new  mine,  beneath  the 
walls  of  Breslawtz  Y* 

^^  Not  I, Sir;  I  will  go  instantly,  ifyon  please. 
What  are  my  instructions  ?'* 

The  King,  having  verbally  repeated  those  in- 
structions to  him  aside,  took  him  by  the  hand, 
and,  turning  to  the  troops^  exclaimed  with  a 
severe  frown,  '*  My  comrade,"  (the  highest  term 
of  honor  which  Frederick  could  confer  upon  a 
private  soldier)  at  the  first  word  steps  forward  to 
lay  down  his  life  for  me  :  a  reward  has  never 
been  proposed  to  him;  you,  gentlemen^ being 
first  tempted  by  the  ofier  of  two  hundred  crowns 
each,  had  not  among  you  seven  men  of  sufficient 
intrepidity  to  deserve  them.  ''If,  therefore/' 
(he  continued,  taking  off  his  hat,  and  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  his  whole  army,  making  a 
profound  bow  to  the  much  amazed  Wentworth)- 
*'  you,  Sir,  should  have  the  good  fortune  to  return 
alone^  (which,  1  greatly  doubt  in  truth,)  the  Gene- 
ral, here,  will  take  care  that  my  Chancellor  shall 
pay  you  instantly  the  same  rewards  which 
would  have  been  due  to  the  seven  men  who  have 
so  nobfy  withheld  their  services,  in  the  season  of 
difficulty  and  danger.  You  see  that  1  can  offer 
you  no  companions,  to  claim  a  part  of  your  four- 
teen hundred  crowns.''  The  whole  body  of  two 
hundred  men,  between  shame  at  the  exposure  of 
their  fears,  and  vexation  at  their  loss,  now  unani- 
mously stepped  forward ;  and  earnestly  entreat- 
ed the  Ring  to  be  allowed  to  aecompany  the 
brav^  foreigner ;  but  the  King  was  inexorable^ 
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It  was  aifaFk  iiDd  storaqr  i»iKhtia-No*«»Mr; 
the /wuid  howled  mounifaUy  orer  the  nflo^pMis 
of  Breslawtz :  the  rain,  whwk  deKead^.  ja 
tonrett^  and  the  MttliiK  hvl-OMnpeU^d  the 
aentries  to  retire  to  ihalter :  and  the  baU  ^  We 
great  charch  had  jaat  tolled  etoven  d^clock^ — 
MrhMi  Weiftworth>  providad  ^\j  with  a  da«k 
laat^rai  a  couple  of  piBtote  ia  his  lielti  afid  h 
few  billets  of  wood,  by  which  to  trac^L  his 
midaight  path,  issued  from  ihe  Pmasiim  camp^ 
^enveloped  in  his  hc^iaeman'a  ^loali;,  add  careMljy 
«epoath»g  to  hia^self,:  by  the  i«ay^  the  Kiag^s 
iaatructi<ms.  He  had  been  dire<Itad  to  proceed 
to  a  put  of  the  walis^  whimh  was  the  asaiit 
•»agleoted  aad  near  which  the  last  vwe  h4<)  bean 
prepared.,  ^  It  had  been  observed,  that  koiik  aara^ 
^tfaqge  neglect  or  other,  on  tha  paM  ^  «tte 
baseiged^  no  sentry  had  hitheito  bten  {^lasted 
in  its  vioiinityi  Wentworth  wpts  «fot  a  littte 
alanaed,  therrcfow^  as  he  wiab  ^Hleat^rcHg  to 
reach  the  dastiaqd  apat,  ihom  which  ^t  that  an- 
taent  hse  was  but  a  few  paces  ifetajnl  ist  b^a^ 
abni^tly  ehdAenged  by  n  Htmgantn  aentinel. 
Unable  to  repeat  the  watc)Hwar4»  he  knt^r  net 
€or  ra  nioiaent)  h^v  to  extri<titi&  hitattfslf  flAoi  «e 
^ttforesaeb  a  dilemoMu  The  aaiitfai^,  levetli% 
his  vniaquat  nt  the  'hesitating  fiilgliahiBan(,r  again 
g%Ye  the  ^cbaUeiige ;  and  Wentvi^arthi  Cfeariag 
that  if  he  did  not  infetsoitly  aUtisfy  the  mind 
of  the  Hai^aitM^  he  wauM  eiimr  shoot  lite 
throiagb  the  head,  or  at  iaaat  alaras  the  nent 
oatpost  aaad  >seoin%  his  peraoti-HBiBd  0oMUi^ 
iog  that  the  conaeciaitioeli  i>f  his  ^oaniliatiooi 


if  takes,  nigkt  piM^iUy  be. of  a  Twy  Befioii» 
natair^  and  saby^t  him  to  be  -oensidered  ai« 
a  spy^  declared  himself  a  deterter  from  the 
e^aiiy'B  eampi  twkh  an  ^^of  great  franknefti ; 
and,  obs^rviiig  t<i  the  aejdytiiiel  th^  he  yf9e  nn^ 

arm^d;  b^  d«atred  toi  be  led  before  tb^  o^per 
of  the  gnai^d  tsillieidM|;e}y ;  a9  b»'  had' some* 
thing  of  gre«l  iiapoi^mce  to  cooDrwiucate. 
The  man^  deceived  by  the  apparent  ca&dot  of 
hia  maitQer»  readily  b^eved  hdyta ;  and  a  ccwple 
of  florira^  which  Wratwortb  clipped  into  his 
haada^  desiriag  that  be.  would  forward  him  to  the 
Gominajidaiit  as  soon  ae.possible,  coafirmed  him 
in  the  idea,  that  bts  prisoner  was  in  fact  an  offi- 
cer of  rank.  He  was  therefore  on  the  point  of 
diaehargiiig  his  nmsqaet  as  a  signal  to  the  guards 
never  doobtipg  of  the  tmth  of  wb^  the  Prussian, 
as  he  supposed^  had  told  him,  whei)  Wentwprtb, 
who  stood  at  his  aidOi  ayailing  himself  of  the 
c^aportanity,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  levelr 
ed  a  tremendons  blow  at  his  head,  which  in* 
stantly  atuanad,  and.  broc^t  him  to  the  ground. 
With  the  same  coldness  and  presence  of  mind 
that  periraded  ail  his  actimis,  he  instantly  strip- 
ped  the  Hu^arian  of  bis  belts ;  and  ftadmg  that 
he  was  siill  senselsss,  he  first  gagged  bis  months 
ahd  then  botmd  him  hand  and  foot,  with  the  beUs> 
and  the  cords  appended  to  his  cap,  and  varions 
parts  of  his  dress.  Any  one  else  would  have 
coneidered  this,  as  rather  an  ominous  c(H9smence^ 
nieqt  of  a  perilous  adventore.  Wentworth  only 
regietsed  the  loss  of  time:  and  of  his  two  florists^ 
and  after  a  few  struggles  between  the  suggestions 
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of  self-preservation,  which  prompted  him  to  ran 
the  unfortunate  s^itinel  through  the  body^  with 
his  own  bayonet ; — and  those  of  humanity  and 
honor  which  revolted  at  the  idea,  and  ultimately 
triumphed  ;—rhe  set  about  discovering  that  part 
of  the  works,  which  he  was  to  be  enabled  to 
know,  by  certain  signs  and  marks.  The  tem- 
pestuous darkness  of  the  night  for  some  time 
rendered  his  dark  lanthom  useless :  but  having 
at  last  found  the  block  of  stone  of  which  he  was 
in  search,  he  removed  it  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty, and  beginning  to  descend  into  dark  and 
narrow  subterranean  excavations,  he  soon  found 
himself  within  the  first  chamber  of  the  mine. 
We  shall  not  here  weary  our  readers  with  a  long 
and  technical  description  of  the  terrific  stores 
which  are  usually  deposited  in  these  places :  suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  on  every  side^  wedged,  com- 
pressed^ and  condensed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
more  violent  explosion,  lay  in  dreadfiil  array,  the 
murderous  implements  and  agents  of  sudden 
and  resistless  destruction.  By.  many  a  long  and 
winding  channel^  the  combustible  apartments,  if 
we  may  so  speak,  communicated  with  each  other; 
the  chain  of  that  communication  being  a  continu- 
ous train  of  the  same  boundless  destroyer — gun- 
powder. The  height  of  Wentworth  permitted 
him  to  proceed  not  without  extreme  difficulty  ; 
and  while,  with  his  head  inclined  upon  his  chest, 
he  cautiously  and  slowly  trod  these  rocky  and 
death-fraught  cells,  his  respiration  became 
exceedingly  difficult.  Every  step  that  he  ad- 
vanced, the  air  became  more  dense  and  intolera- 
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bie,'*^at    the    mischievous    ardor    of    man, 
resolute  to  destroy,  did  not  seem  to  have  relaxed 
in  proportion  to  the  accumnlated  obstacles  which 
nature  had  opposed  to  its  exertion ;  for  although 
the  art  of  the  miner  had  been  exhausted  upon 
this  occasion,  and  his  subterranean  labors  had 
been  carried  to  an  extent  never  known  before^ 
yet  even  in  the  most  remote  of  these  chambers, 
there  was  the  same  systematic  display  of  intend- 
ed annihilation.    A  heart  less  firm  than  that  of 
Wentworth  must  have  sunk  indeed  under  the 
increasing  horrors  of  his  situation :   at  almost 
every  step  the  long  reverberating  roof  of  these 
Tast  galleries,  the  hdl low-sounding  floors  of  these 
dreary  mines  too  fatally  revealed  the  dreadflil 
truth'  that  he  was  surrounded  by  counter^alle- 
cieSf  that  above  and  below  the  counter-mines  of 
the  enemy  yawned^  as  it  were,  for  his  destruction. 
And,    as  it  was  *so  evident  that '  their  policy 
and  skill  had  made  preparations  to  meet  the 
besiegers  upon  their  own  ground  and  with  their 
own  means,  he  could  hardly,  in  reason,  doubt 
tiiat  above  his  head  and  below  his  feet,  there 
were  at  that  very  instant,  in  tiiose  mines,  men  de» 
▼oted   like  himself,— -of  equal  resolntion,-~and 
equally  desp^rate.^^The  9oand  of  his  fbot  alone 
might  readily  convey  to  them  tiie  intimation  that 
an  enemy  jeas  at  hand ;  and  nothing  conld  be 
more  likely  than  that,  without  waiting  to  consider 
whether  the  intrusion  was  that  of  a  tingle  indhrid- 
ualy  or  of  a  whole  detachment,    they    might 
eiflfect  thdr  ovm  escape ;  and,  by  firing  a  single 
train,  blow  him  into  a  thousand  fragments  in  th^^ 
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mighl^  be  applying  to  tke  train.  This  last  ra- 
flection,r— the  idea  that  he  stood,  in  some  manner, 
upon  the  verge  of  two  wwlds,  and  tremUed  iik 
the  Bcdes  of  existence  and  annihilation^ — a  little 
disconcerted  his  calmness:  and  finding  that  it 
occasioned  some  confusion  in  his  ideas,  he  at 
last  Tesoived/  with  a  degree  of  tranqnil  heroism, 
worthy  of  the  noblest  ages  of  Greece  or  Rome^ 
to  compose  himself^  for  a  few  minutes,  in  order 
to  meet  bis  fate :  if  nothing  occurred  during  that 
time,  he  was  equally  prepared  to  re-assure  him- 
self, and  to  proceed  with  the  invincible  determi- 
natioa  of  effecting  his  e^ape.  Stretching  himself 
npon  the  rough  and  craggy  path,  he  listened 
with  a  kind  of  snparhuman  collectedness  for  the 
slightest  somid  or  motion,  either  of  which  he  was 
ready  to  consider  as  the  harbinger  of  his.  ap^ 
preaching  fate.  All  was  still,  as  the  giant-rocks 
^itfmselves,  within  whose  bowels  be  was  bow 
entombed :  not  a  tremulous  breath  of  vagrant  air 
sighed  on  his  parching  lips ;  nota.  distantecho,-^ 
the  playful  shadow  of  a  sound, -^murmured  upon 
bis  ear«  The  deep,  unruffled,  motionless  silence 
of  the  thunder-tenanted  grave  around  him,  be^ 
came  at  last  more  dreadful  than  all  the  impoid- 
ing  dangers^  the  hidden  mischieia  that  hung  over, 
and  encompassed  him.  At  length  he  arose,  and 
going  upon  his  hands  and  knees,  was  better  able 
to  retrace  his  footsteps,  by  more  readily  finding 
the  wooden  billets,  than  if,  walkii^  upright,  he 
bad  felt  for  them  vnth  his  feet  alonie;  and,  at  die 
same  time,  the  noise  occasioned  was  much  less. 
In  this  tedious  and  toilsome  manner  did  Went- 
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worih  flinad  theumaoiiB  chambe»gr^  galleries,  and 
passages,,  till  the  rushing  and  chilly  wind,  grate« 
fiil^  however,  as  a  sammer-hreeze  to  his  ex- 
hausted frame,  brought  to  him  the  delightful  as- 
surance, that  he  was  at  least  near  the  conclusion 
of  his  hazardous  pilgrimage  under  ground. 

Venturing  to  stand  upright,  he  soon  beheld, 
dark  and  gloomy  as  was  the  morning,  (for  it  was, 
as  be  soon  afterwards  feund,  two  hours  past 
midnight,*-^)the  contrasted  sort  of  light  which 
streamed  down  from  the  aperture.  Climbmg  up; 
he  stood  once  more  without  the  walls  of.J^'es* 
lautz ;  and^  having  carefully  replaced  the  stones 
of  the  aperture,  he  looked  round  to  see  what 
efleot  Us  encounter  with  the  sentinel  had  pro^ 
dnced.  By  tike  doubtful  fort  of  light  afforded  by  a 
transient  cloud,  neither  bright  nor  obscure,  (such 
a  cloud  as  adds  to  the  comfordessness  of  a  No* 
Tember9ky,)he  was  mortified  at  perceiving,  ashtf 
inmgined,  the  glittering  bayonets  of  two  senses, 
near  the  post  lately  occupied  by  the  Hungarian; 
Presently  he  distinctly  heard  them  coitversing, 
and  boMting  that  though  Selinsky  had  suffered 
himself  to  be  so  easily  trepanned,  nothing,  no, 
not  a  dogt  should  escape  their  vigilance :  Went^^ 
worth  did  not  hesitate ; — ^but,  crawling  upon  his 
hands  and  knees,  as  he  had  already  done  in  the 
mine,  he  had  again  the  good  fortune  to  escape 
his  foes  9  but  he  was  compelled  to  use  all  his 
dexterity  and  adroitness  in  order  to  escape  the 
surpassing  vigilance  of  such  redoubtable  and 
watchful  enemies. 

When  he  arrived .  at  the  Prussian  camp^  after 
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wadiDg  throagh  a  long  and  dangerons  -  morafis^ 
which  lay  between  the  besieging  aroiy^  and  the 
walls  .o£  Breslautz^  he  was  at  some  loss  to  dis- 
cover the  vicinity  of  his  own  quarters.  The  whole 
of  the  camp  was  in  profound  darkness ;  and^  as  he 
wished  to  make  directly  for  the  Royal  Tent,  it 
was  some  minutes  before  he  dould  recall  to  his 
mind,  the  precise  direction  in  which  it  lay.  While 
he  was  yet  vncertain  how  to  proceed^  a  figure 
passed  before  him,  enveloped  in  a  military  pel»se ; 
his.  walk,  regular;  his  head,  incUned  upon  his 
chest  \  his  hands  behind  him,  and  his  whole  de- 
portment bespeaking  intense  thoughtfulness. 
Wentworth^.  from  the  general  appearance  of  the 
individual  who  had  stepped  before  him^  con- 
cluded that  he  was  one  of  those  officers,  with 
whom  il  was  customary,  upon  observing  the  least 
tendency  to  weariness,  or  any  other  neglect  of 
duty,  in  such,  of  their  men  as  might  be  on  guard 
for  the  night,  to  replace  them,  by  taking  upon 
themselves  the  execution  of  their  duties.  He 
therefore  felt  no  hesitation  in  passing  the  watch- 
word, and  asking  him  to  direct  him  to  Frederick  s 
tent:  —^—'* The  King  hears  you;"  replied  the 
Officer  whom  he  addressed,  with  a  kind  of  Spartan 
brevity,  which  directly  announced  to  Wentwortb, 
that  he  stood  before  the  Kibg  of  Prussia.  With- 
out allowing  him  time  to  give  an  account  of  his 
adventures,  the  great  Frederick,  than  whom  rid 
man  better  understood  the  value  of  the  slightest 
condescension,  seized  the  hand  of  the^  English 
Trooper,  and  motioning  him  to  be  silent,  com- 
pleted his  round  of  visits  to  the  out-posts^  and 
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then  led  the  way  to  his  own  tent.  After  hearing 
from  the  lips  of.Wentworth,  that  in  all  probability 
the  enemy  was  unconscious  of  the  extent,  or 
nature,  of  the  mines  which  had  been  sprung  by 
his  directions,  all  of  which  he  had  diligently 
traced;  as  he  confessed,  (although  he  was  entirely 
silent  upon  the  many  dangers  which  he  had 
encountered  in  executing  his .  perilous  commis- 
sion;)  Frederick  calmly  observed  to  him,  "I  did 
not  expect,  my  Friend,  to  have  witnessed  your 
return;  the  enterprize  was  dangerous,  the  volun- 
teers were  few ;  their  courage  was  questionable, 
their  resolution  came  too  late ;  but  with  you,  the 
proposition,  and  the  offer  of  your  services  were 
simultaneous.  My  Chancellor  shall  be  instructed 
to  pay  you  2000  Crowns."  Wentworth  at  length 
took  courage  to  say  that,  which  he  had  been 
eager  to  say  ever  since  he  had  entered  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  suggested  to  his  Majesty  that  promo- 
tion to  a  pair  of  colors,  would  be  a  far  more 
desirable  object  than  the  proposed  remunera- 
tion. The  King,  however,  was  inflexible  to  his 
remonstrances ;  but  only  nianifested  his  displea- 
«are  by  the  abruptness,  with  which  he  wished 
him  good  night.  The  next  day^  while  a  general 
assault  was  made  upon  the  strongest  part  of  the 
fortifications,  the  mines  were  successively  sprung; 
and  Wentworth  again  displayed  his  dauntless 
intrepidity  in  the  assault,  by  being  the  first  man 
who  mounted  the  breach.  Breslautz  was  taken,*-^ 
Wentworth  publicly  thanked :  but  no  reward  in 
the  way  of  promotion  gratified  his  aspiring  soul. 
Chagrined,  disappointed,  and  indifferent  to  fot 
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success  or  failiire,«—the  t>raTe  Englishman, — as 
orphan  in  his  own  country, — a  n^lected  soldier 
in  a  foreign  state, — betook  himself  to  dissipation, 
as  his  only  resource ;  and  in  the  irritation  of  a 
moment  sacrificed  the  hopes  of  a  whole  life. 
Upon  the  death  of  Frederick  in  1700-^1, — ^he 
entered  into  the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Wolfen- 
stein,  as  a  private  Trooper  in  the  Regiment  of 
Saltzdahlen.  It  is,  perhiqpA,  unnecessary  for  us 
to  follow  Edward  Wentworth  through  die  sub- 
sequent eventful  periods  of  his  life,  which  elapsed 
between  the  circumstances  narrated  in  this  chap- 
ter, and  the  year  17—,  at  which  we  must  request 
the  reader  to  remember  that  this  History  com- 
mences* But  as  those  particular  events,  which 
transpired  after  the  period  at  which  these  Mem- 
oirs are  supposed  to  open,  are  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  Lord  R  F ^  and  in 

some  degree  therefore,  with  that  of  Colonel 
Barham^  we  ^all  defer  the  relation  of  such  events 
to  those  chapters  in  which  we  shall  have  to  re- 
cord the  various  accidents  which  befel  those  un- 
fortunate Gentlemen.  We  felt  it  necessary  to 
apprize  the  reader  of  the  preceding  circum- 
stances^  in  order  that  he  might  the  better  per- 
ceive the  motives  by  which  the  conduct  of  the 
individuab  last  mentioned,  was^  on  certain  occa- 
sions^, tactuated. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


In  consequence  of  the  active,  and  hostile  exer- 
tions, which,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  Europe^ 
were  made  by  revolutionary  France,  in  the  year 

179 ^  the  Dukei  of  Wolfenstein  was  summoned 

to  take  the  command  of  the  allied  armies  at 
Cobi — tz.  This  happened  a  few  weeks  after  the 
splendid  ffete,  that  vf e  have  felt  it  our  duty  to 
commemorate.  As  matter  of  course,  all  the  • 
foreign  Officers,  the  noble  Emigres,  and  the 
veteran  Generals  of  the  ''  old  school,*'  who  by 
accident  or  invitation,  had  made  the  Castle  of 
Wolfenstero,  their  general  rendezvous,  were  pre- 
pared to  accompany  the  General  in  Chief,  at  a 
'  moment's  warning.  Throughout  the  whole  terri- 
tory of  B-^ — k  Lenenbergen^  nothing  was  to  be 
beard,  but  the  hurry  of  preparation,— the  confu- 
sion of  4eparture| — and  the  mournful  ceremony 
of  bidding  adieu.  The  Duke  was  expected  to 
set  off  within  a  few  days;  and  between  the 
cheerless  appearance  of  the  Court,  and  the 
gloomy  feelings  of  the  ducal  household;  the 
Duke's  dissatisfaction  at  some  of  the  arrange- 
ments, into  which  the  allied  powers  had  entered 
without  consulting  him,  and  the  despondency  of 
the  Duchess,  and  of  the  Princess  Caroline,  at 
the  prospect  of  his  ensuing  departure,— the  ^^^^ 
domain  was  one  scene  of  sorroAv,  distres* 

1  V 
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mouniing.  None  more  poignantly  felt  the  angnbh 
of  separation »  than  our  Heroine ;  for  -8h^  was 
called  upon  to  sustain,  at  least,  the  temporary 
absence  of  one,  to  whom  the  complexion  of  her 
4ife,  had  taught  her  to  look  up^  not  merely  as  to 
a  Father,  but  as  to  her  guide,  her  friend,  her 
protector !  The  Duchess  was  too  much  over- 
powered by  considerations  of  the  same  nature, 
to  impart  any  thing  like  comfort  to  the  distressed 
Caroline ;  the  latter  therefore  found  a  solace  for 
her  increasing  griefs,  in  that  solitude  only,  which 
was  her  favorite  retreat. 

But  neither  the  sylvan  beauties  of  that  lovely 
spot,  nor  the  unnumbered  charms,  which  the 
lavish  hand  of  nature  in  this  climate  scatters  with 
unsparing  hand,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  could 
subdue  the  secret  misery,  which  her  pensive  and 
retired  habits  had  tended  of  late  fatally  to 
cherish  — 

The  Duke  of  Wolfenstein  having  hdd  his  last 
military  levee,  and  publicly  announced  that  his 
intended  departure  would  take  place  within  eight 
and  forty  hours,  the  Officers  who  had  been  pre- 
sent on  the  occasion,  announced  to  the  Duchess  and 
her  Daughter,  upon  their  holding  a  Court  imme- 
diately afterwards,  that  such  was  his  Serene  High- 
ness^ determination.  In  proportion  as  the  dreaded 
hour  drew  nearer,  the  mind  of  Caroline,  became 
the  less  prepared  to  meet  it;  and  as  soon  as  state- 
ceremonies  would  permit  her,  and  the  Duchess  had 
once  more  retired  to  her  chamber,  she  hastened  to 
her  favorite  Bower,  and  indulged  without  scrqple  or 
restraint,  the  pensiveness  of  regret,  and  the  luxury 
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of  fears !  She  had  not  been  there  long,  and  was 
dtill  sitting  in  the  evening  solitude  of  her  seques- 
tered retreat,  when  she  thought  she  heard  some 
disturbance, — ^a  sort  of  rustling,*— on  the  outside^ 
appearing  to  proceed  from  the  shrubbery.  Un- 
known almo^,  and  entirely  unfrequmited  as  ihe 
place  was,  she  felt  in  no  small  d^ree  alarmed, 
at  the  circumstance  of  an  interruption,  which 
might  produce  unwelcome  intrusion  upon  her 
privacy.  She  advanced  therefore,  with  a  cautious 
and  timid  step^  to  the  rustic^  yet  elegant  entrance^ 
and  distinctly  heard  her  o^srn  name  pronoupced, 
but  not  in  such  a  tone  of  voice  as  seemed  to  im- 
ply a  wish,  or  a  design,  to  excite  her  attention. 

Before  she  could  determine  how  to  proceed, 
and  in  a  moment  or  two  afterwards^  she  heard  a 
pMlude  admirably  played  upon  a  Grerman  Flute ; 
and  then  the  following  stanzas  saluted  her  ear. 
But  the  voice  in  which  they  were  sung  ■■ 

**  If  ever  yet  compassion  beam'd 

*'  Prom  thy  dear  eyes  of  heav'nly  blae,-— 

**  If  ever  yet  a  tear-drop  gleam'd 

**  For  TOWS  so  pare,  aod  heart  so  tm^; 

"  Oh,  Lady!  deign  to  think  of  me, 
**  To  shed  one  pitying  tear  on  mine ! 
**  —  Condemned  tof  fly  from  life  and  Thee, 
"  Bdov*d,  refraUed  Caroline^' 

The  voice  ceased,  its  harmony  was  no  more; 

but  the  voice gentle  reader,  it  was  that 

of —  Barham  himself!  Each  well  remembered 
tone^  each  thrilling  word,  whose,  unexpected 
sound,  was  music  to  her  soul,  pame  upon  h 
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delighted  sensis^  with  the  stealing^  softness  of  the 
evening  breeae.  Uodetermined  to  retire  or  to 
8tay^  she  stood  rooted  to  the  spot;  bat  yaiQly 
she  listened  for  the  renewal  of  a  declaration,  €?i 
dently  addressed  to  herself;  vainly  she  expected 
to  hear,  once  more,  a  spell  whose  re>i8tlea8  ma- 
gic had  in  a  moment  aroused  a  6himi>0riDg  bat 
at  ontfe  awakened  passion,  which  neither  the  dic^ 
tates  of  her  own  prudence,  the  authority  of  her 
ov^  father,  nor  the  consideration  of  her  own 
p^acC;  had  been  able  to, overcome.  Was  Barham 
indeed  near  her  ?  Was  it  indeed  necessary  that 
he  should  depart,  withont  theii-  ventnring  to  ex- 
.  change  a  single  look  ?— Yet  was  it  for  her,  to 
appear  conscions  of  his  presence ;  and  still  more, 
-^to  inanifest  by  her  actions,  that  she  had  not 
only  heard  the'stansto,  hot  appropriated  .them  to 
herself,  and  to  her  own  situation  ? 

These  and  similar  reflections- were  still  rapidly 
presenting  themselves  to  her  mind^  when,  in  a 
distant  part  of^  the  Shrubbery,  she  heard  her 
favorite  little  spaniel,  Fidelle,  yelping  incessantly, 
and  at  the  sante  time  somebody  jumping  down 
from  the  wall ;  from  whence  she  coijicluded^  that 
the  intruder  (she  did  not  call  him  so^  in  her  own 
mind ! )  had  made  away  across  the  Park.  The 
lateness  of  the  hour  inducing  her  to  set  out  at 
last,  upon  her  own  return,  she  quitted  the  bower^ 
with  emotions  of  a  difTerent  chelracter  from  those, 
with  which  she  had  so  lately  entered  it.  She  was 
proceeding  up  the  great  avenue,  with'  all  the 
haste  of  one  whose  thoughts  reposed  rather  upon 
the  place  she  bad  quitted,  than  upon  l^at  to 


IIBKOIM  OF  CAHMWB.  149 

which  she  was  goiDg.-^AbBorbed  in  mediteliem, 
it  was  not  uDtil  she  waiB  too  near  them  to  retreat^ 
that  she  beheld  approaching  her,  her  Father^  the 
Duchess,  and  the  Mr.  Seymotir^  of  whose  eon- 
ferences  with  the  Doke,  she  had  been  ahready 
twice  the  uaintentional  auditor.  On  first  sedng 
them,  at  some  little  distance,  she  pould  not  re- 
member .who  this  Foreigner  was  ;  but,  as  he  drew 
near^  his  singular  voice,  and  courtly  demeanour^ 
instantly  reminded  her  upon  what  occasicms,  tod 
with  what  pain^  she  had  heard  that  voice  before. 
The  Duchess  alone  appeared  to  the  pensive  and 
unhappy;  the  Duke  and  Seymour  were  coa^ 
versing  together  with  the  greatest  apparent  gaiety 
and  good  humour. — Caroline,  upon  coming  up  to 
tliem^  merely  remarked  upon  the  beauty  of  the 
night,  expressed  herself  fatigued  with  her  walk, 
aftd  wishing  them  a  good  night,  was  proceeding 
to  the  Castle. — In  a  tone  of  unusual  kindness  and 
condescension,  before  strangers  at  least,  the 
Duke  stopped  her,  by  desiring  she  would  oblige 
him,  if  she  was  not  too  tired,  with  her  arm. 
However  gratified  she  might  have  been,  for  the 
momeotr  at  this  unwonted  instance  of  affection^ 
her  mind  speedily  misgave  her^  that  it  boded 
some  appf  oachiag  evil  to  herselt  The  Duchess^ 
fearful  that  the  Duke  might  distress  the  feelings 
of  her  daaghter^  by  mentioning  before  Afi^.  Sey- 
mour, to  whom  she  concluded  that  she  wa&  an 
titter  stranger,  the  subject  upon  which  they  had 
been  conver^ng,  endeavored  to  obviate  the  un- 
pleasant cofMequences  which  she  thought  nught 
otherwise  ensue/  by  saying  to  that  Gentleman: — ^. 
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^^vAnd  you,  Mr.  Seymour^  shall  give  me  your 
arm— ^you  are  lately  from  England  I  understand; 
and  my  curiosity  having  been  excited  at  Bareiith^ 
by  some  stories  which  I  heard  there^  relative  to 
the  manners  and  amusements  of  the  English 
Nation,  I  shall  require  you,  Sir,  to  satisfy  me, 
upon  some  particulars,  connected  with  those 
subjects." 

Seymour  expressed  his  readiness  to  oblige  the 
Dochess,  while  she,  under  pretence  of  pursuing 
the  conversation,  took  care  to  follow  the  Duke 
and  Caroline,  at  such  a  distance  as  should  make 
their  conversation  inaudible  to  Seymour.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  Duke  observed  to  Caroline^  that 
he  rather  wondered  at  her  want  of  curiootyf  in 
not  having  inquired  long  before,  who  the  strange 
was,  whose  sudden  appearance  at  the  Castlet 
had  caused  so  much  speculation  and  conjecture 
in  the  Court 

^'  I  know  not.  Sir,"  replied  Caroline,  ^'  how  the 
question  could  concern  me,  in  any  way ;  I  cer* 
tainly  never  saw  him  before,  and  it  is  very  pos* 
siUe^  1  may  never  see  him  again." 

'^  And  yet,  Caroline,  the  tidings  which  he 
brought  me,  particularly  regarded  yourselfl  Do 
you  remember  the  day  upon  which  I  tried  my 
new  cast  of  hawks?" 

'^  Can  1  ever  forget  it.  Sir,  but  what  then  ?" — 
^^  You  cannot  but  recollect  the  purport  of  Lord 
Edward's  private  conference  with  me.  The 
Englishman  viho  walks  behind  us,  is  a  man  of 
rank ;  Ms  name  is  Seymour ;  and  know,  my  dear 
girU  that  he  has  officially  communicated  to  me^ 
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intelligence  which  confirms  all  that  Lord  Edward 
heard  only  by  report." 

<*  Sir ! — ^whither  may  all  this  tend ;  what  am  I 
to  thjink  ?    Would  yon  hate  me  believe*' —  ? 

'^  I  would  have  you,  Caroline,  henceforward 
and  from  this  day,  consider  yourself  as  the 
destined  Bride  of  the  P-i —  of  W ;  the  fu- 
ture Sovereign  of  a  Country,  which  the  long  pos* 
session  of  public  liberty,  and  general  wealthy  have 
made  the  Arbitress  of  Europe,  and  the  first  of 
all  her  Belligerent  Powers ! " 

'^  Your  Serene  Highness,  I  should  hope,  has 
hardly  determined  to  fix  the  color  of  my  future 
destiny,  without  consulting  me,  whose  wishes  and 
whose  feelinga  can  scatt^ely  be  neuter  on  such  an 
occasion.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  never  yet  have  thought 
of  marriage/' 

**  It  is  but  time,  then,  that  you  should.  Many 
have  been  the  projects  of  worldly  ambition,  in 
which  1  have  fidled^  many  have  been  the  schemes 
in  which  I  have  been  thwarted;  but  I  thank 
Heaven,  in  this  instance;  that  it  has  decreed,  for 
my  son  in  law,  the  most  accomplished  Prince  of 
Europe ;  a  blessing  beyond  what  even  my  afiec- 
tion  U>r  you  had  demanded,  beyond  what  my 
expectations  ever  aspired  to ;  beyond  what  hope 
itself  may  have  suggested  to  me  V* 

**  And  suppose.  Sir/'  replied  Caroline,  with  a 
ftfultering  voice,  and  with  an  agitation  which  her 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  restrain  it,  only  tended  to 
increase,  **  suppose.  Sir,  that  I  could  have  felt 
satisfied  with  a  hsmfoler  lot?"—— i-^ 

*•  — —  You  had  been  unworthy  of  the  name 


152  THB  ROTAX  WAIIDBRlBlii  OR 

of  Wolfenstein. — ^Wfaat!  shall  the  smiles  of  royal 
faTor,  and  so  near  a  prospect  of  a  throne,  vainly 
woo  a  thankless  hand? — " 

'' I  must  have  no  Irifliog,  Caroline;  prepare 
yourself^  the  dye  is  cast/' 

'<  This  informatioQ  is  too  sadden^  Sir^-^I  feel 
myself  unworthy  of  the  honor,  and  incapaJble  iu 
return  for  so  undeserved  a  distinction,  of  confer- 
ring tt>e  recompense,  poor  as  it  muat  be,  of  my 
own  heart  !*' 

The  Duke  stopped  suddenly ;  he  dropped 

the  arm  of  Caroline  .^ — ^They  had  noir  reached  the 
end  of  the  avenue :  being  upon  a  clear  and  open 
spot,  the  moon  beamed  directly  upon  his  features, 
and  the  furious  contraction  of  his  angry  brow, 
scowling,  wrathful,  and  vindictive, .  at  once  pro 
claimed  the  tempest  of  his  soul.    With  a  smile, 
in  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  aay,  whether 
malevolence,  vexation,  or  unsparing  satire,  most 
predominated,  the  Duke  slowly  replied,--?-''  I  ad- 
.mire,  Madam,   your  philosophical  indifference. 
What  was  the  state  of  your  heart,  if  it  may  be 
permitted  me  to  know,  when  ficsrt  you  saw  the 
adventurer,  Barham  V* 

"  The  adventurer,  Sir!" — indignantly  retorted 
Caroline;  and  the  whole  tide  of  her  feelings 
rushed  at  once*  into  her  crimsoned  cheek : — ^'  I 
thought.  Sir,  when  you  first  introduced  that  Gen- 
tleman to  me,  as  your  deliverer,  in  the  affair  with 
the  French  vanguard,  that  1  owed  much  itnieed 
to  him,  whose  adnenturous  spirit,  in  a  father's 
cause,  had  been  crowned  widi  such  signal  sue- 
cess  1" 
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*^  A  truce^  Caroline,  to  this  idle  nonsense ;  per- 
haps I  may  have  spoken  harshly  of  my  foreign 
Aid^de-CaiQp ;  but»  Madam^  while  1  acknow- 
ledged him  for  my  friend,  I  never  meant  you  to 
look  upon  him  as  my  destined  Son-in-law." 

>'  I  know  not^  Sir,  upon  what  you  have  chosen 
to  ground  your  insinuations  ;  if  it  was  a  crime  to 
respect  the  courage  and  the  military  talent,  which 
I  had  been  taught  to  reverence  in  a  Father,  when 
exerted  for  that  Father's  welfare,  I  must  plead 
guilty  to  the  charge,  of  taking  an  interest  in  his 
welfare^  by  whom  they  were  so  exerted.  Beyond 
this,  I  know  not  wherefore  I  have  incurred  your 
Highness's  displeasure." 

The  spirited  tone  in  which  Caroline  couched 
this  reply,  appeared  to  have  had  an  instantaneous 
effect  upon  the  Duke;  before  he  replied  to  Aer 
observations,  he  made  an  evident  exertion  to 
compose  himself.  Having  pulled  on  and  taken 
off  his  gloves  several  times,  adjusted  his  mili- 
tary Cap  to  his  entire  dissatisfaction,  and  vainly 
endeavored  .to  dispose  his  pelisse  in  its  accus- 
tomed order,  he  at  last  ejaculated,  affecting  a 
tone  of  composure,  and  unconcemedness ;  ''  The 
day  after  to-morrow,  Caroline,  I  set  out  for 
Cobl — iz.  Wherever  the  chances  of  the  War  may 
determine  the  Head-quarters  of  the  Allied  Armies, 
1  shall  be  sure  to  return  within  a  month  to  Wolf- 
enstein ;  and  I  desire  these  childish  whims  may 

be  forgotten ;    and  that   Caroline    of  B k 

Lienenbei^en,  may  learn  to  remember  the  high 
destinies  to  which  she  is  born.    If  I  say  no  more 
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in  anger  now,  it  is  only  from  the  reflection,  fTmt 

I  speak  to  the  future  Queen  of .** 

Caroline  saw  it  was  in  Tain  to  reply  ;  and  from 
the  determined  manner  in  which  her  father  spoke, 

« 

she  felt  assured  that  those  destinies  would  be  in- 
deedf  accomplished.  The  Duke  maintained  a 
proud  and  sullen  silence,  until  they  rejoined  the 
Duchess  and  Mr,  Seymour,  with  whom  they 
finally  returned  into  the  Castle.  In  spite  of  the 
mysterious  and  distant  reserve,  which  the  Duke 
affected  to  entertain  upon  the  subject  of  the  pri- 
vate conferences,  which  he  granted  to  Scfymonr^ 
Caroline  very  plainly  perceived  that  it  had  trans* 
pired  within  the  circle  of  the  Court,  and  the 
Household.  There  was  a  degree  of  formal  re- 
spect, and  distant  ceremony,  particularly  in  the 
conduct  of  the  female  eabaly  which  she  felt  en- 
tirely assured,  proceeded  from  a  cause,  affecting; 
but  unknown  to,  herself:  and  which  she  well 
remembered  (as  our  readers  'are  already  in- 
formed) having  observed  before.  It  was  with 
the  most  sincere  pleasure^  that  Caroline  obeyed 
the  signal  for  retiring ;  expecting  to  find,  in  the 
solitude  of  her  chamber,  repose  from  hei*  dis- 
tresses, and  consolation  for  her  cares.  *  There 
stood  in  one  of  the  windows  of  her  apartment,  a 
Florentine  Vase  of  Alabaster,  in  which  she  was 
accustomed  to  rear  some  purple  hyacinths,  which 
had  been  presented  her  by  the  Margravine  of 
B ,  and  which  were  the  produce  of  a  Per- 
sian garden.  Upon  going,  as  was  her  usual  cus- 
tom, to  inspect  the  state  of  her  beautiful  exotics 
before  she  retired  to  rest,  she  thought  that  she 
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fihB&fY&Jt  the  hyainiithB  to  be  displaced ;  (and  as 
tiie  £ftct  in  reality  was  so^  we  can  only  account 
for  it,  on  the  supposition,  that  love  is  particularly 
careless  06  what  mischief  it  may  occasion,  when 
it  has  to  «k!posit  $6  predous  m  record,  as  a  Billet^ 
dottx.)  JBy  no  sieans  gratified  at  the  unceremoni* 
ons  tneatiBent  which  her  &vorite  flowers  appeared 
to  hare  received,  our  heroine  wais  preparing  to  re* 
place  them  in  their  usual  order,  when  between 
the  stems  she  distinguished  a  piece  of  pap!er.  A 
fnomentary  impulse  induced  her  to  examine  ^hat 
was  the  nature  of  this  unexpected  interloper; 
finding,  it  to  be  folded,  she  determined  to  open 
it ;  proceeding  to  open  it,  she  found  thajt  its  coii^ 
t&sktfi  wer6  evidently  dictated  by  a  lover,  and 
l^ifig  from  a  lover^  she  very  naturally  concluded 
it  Aiust  be  intended  for  herself.  The  event  jnK^ 
tified  b&  coigecture.  It  was  couched  in  the 
following  words :  and  they  required  no  signature 
to  designate  their  Yrtitef. — 

• .  •  ^.  *'  If  a  long  absent,  and  it  may  be^ 
iorgQtten  Friend  (he  now  pretiumes  no  further) 
consuming  with  a  passion  whose  presumption 
ha9  long  been  expiated  by  the  misery  it  has  oc- 
cMiobed  him>.who  hasdare^  to  entertain  it,  may 
be  peitoii^(ed«-^b^re  his  sorrpiv Sj  and  that  pas-' 
siiMli,  have  heoosie  ierxtinct  fotever,  in  t^loog: 
and  grattfol  shimber  of  the  grBVe,**^to  beg  one 
bioon  of  her,,  to  whpm  in  return,  he  should  con-» 
mder  his  forfeit.  Ufe>  ai  an  untrbrthy  ctnnpen^ 
aaation,  he  would  vkntAr'e  to  solicit,  ibdi  to^-moi^^ 
n^  taigfat,.  between  the  hours  of  eleven  hod- 
tvelve»  lihe  would  oilce  more  repair  to  the  bower. 
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Lf^t  her  not  fear;  it  is  for  those  only  to  dread,* 
who  have  experienced  the  resistless  £BU8ciiiatkm 
of  her  mind  and  pereon.  Let  her  not  hesitate ; 
it  ii  for  guilt  alone  to  pause  before  the  completion 
of  its  unhallowed  purpose.  Let  her  not  donbt; 
for  the  fearless  candor  of  her  gmleless  heart,  will 
at  once  inform  her  who  it  is,  whom  her  excellence 
has  made  wretched;  but  whose  wretchedness 
her  presence  will  yet  alleviate,  ere  it  shall  be  ab* 
sorbed  for  ever  in  the  undisturbed  forgetfulness 
of  eternal  sleep," 

She  did  indeed  require  no  interpreter*;  the 
unrepressed  emotion  of  her  own  heart  conveyed 
the  indelible  impression,  that  the  fervent  pa£ll»ion 
of  Barham^  had  made  this  last  appeal  to  her  al- 
ready lacerated  feelings.  Again  and  again  she 
perused  these  liueS)  traced  by  a  hand,  which 
neither  the  length  of  time,  since  last  it  was  ex* 
erted  against  her  country's  foes;  nor  the  dtststnt 
climes  in  which  sometimes  she  ^ould  imagine  to 
herself  it  might  have  inscribed  her  own  well  re- 
membered name,  had  made  less  venerated,  or  less 
dear.  While  with  eyes  bedewed  with  teansi^  and 
a  bosom  agitated  by  a  thousand  soft  regrets,  she 
dwelt  upon  these  expressions  of  a  passion,  hope- 
less of  relief,  and  professing  its  despair ;  the  de- 
termined gesture,  the  imperative  tone,  the  haugkty 
and  unbending  brow,  of  h^  irritated  father,  oc- 
curred to  her  remembrance ;  and  in  the  same 
moment,  she  felt  a  sad  presentiment  that  the 
gloomy  despondency  of  Barham,  was  but  too 
well  founded.  That  night  slumber  forsook  her 
wearied  eyes,  and  tranquillity  flew  from  her  rest*. 
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Less  pillow.  In  a  momeDt)  as  it  were,  all  hef 
l&iiry  visions  of  future  bliss,  all  her  delightful 
hopes  of  days  to  come^  all  the  remembrances  of 
her  past  life,  since  first  in  her  young  and  expand^ 
ing  heart,  a  sentiment  of  friendship,  ripened  into 
love,  faded,  withered,  and  were  fled  for  ever ! 

''  Oh !  Life,"  she  exclaimed,  while  her  beautiful 
blue  eyes  were  suffused  with  tears^  ^'  though  labour 
may  be  their  portion,  poverty  their  lot^  and  rest 
thdr  only  hope>  how  much  happier  are  they,  who 
in  the  meanest  hovel  of  my  Father's  Territoiry ,  * 
may  dare  to  love,  and  not  be  doomed  to  misery: 
Can  the  pomp  of  royalty,  or  the  vastness  of  do- 
minion, give  me  back  that  happiness  which  I  ani 
required  to  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  ambition, 
and  to  the  splendor  of  a  royal  alliance?    The 
trembling  victim,  decorated  with  all  the  escut* 
cheons^    which  the   long   descended  -  vanity  of 
heraldry  may  blazon  on  its  head,  is  but  a  short 
lived  pageant  of  funeral  magnificence.    Priva- 
tions I  could  bear,  penury  I  could  brave,  but 
happiness  I  must  lose^  as  \  approach  a  Throne." 
And  now  she  vainly  endeavoured  to  composle  her 
thoughts,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  course  she 
was  to  pursue ;  whether  to  meet  once  more  that 
favored  object  of  her  regard^  whom  she  waS' 
called  upon. to  forget  for  ever,  but  for  whom  her 
indignant  heart,  proud  m  the  native  purity  of 
truths  reftured  to  ware  its  predeliction,  or^  by  an. 


*  The  ezclaxnation  of  the  Princess  R— I  of  England,  upon 
an  occasion,  not  very  dissimilar  from  the  one  just  narratei^ 
immedittfiBly'ricar  to  many  of  our  readers. 
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effort  pf  iHirpassiag  duty,  ptittful  in.itael/,  and 
^eemiogly  kopossible  in  itft  accomplishment^  for 
ever  gratify  a  father,  and  fulfil  the  expeciatians 
of  aji  expectiug  Coi^atry,  by  offeriag  ^  her  own 
private  peace,  and  all  her  moat  cfaeriahed  feelings, 
as  the.  security  for  their  welfare  and  advancep 
ment, — by  relinqiiishii^  the  object  of  her  fondest 
contemplation,  not  merely  at  the  cmnmand  of  a 
parent,  but  in  favour  of  another.  These  gloomy 
reflections  harassed  the  couch  of  Caroline  with*^ 
out  cessation,  until  they  were  succeeded  by  the 
languid  and  feverish  repose,  which  was  demanded 
by  exhausted  nature. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

.  Loao  JSdward  and  h&  friend  the  Colonel,  afta 
refreshing  themselves  for  sopie  days  at  Amster- 
dam, d^tetrmined  to  proceed  incognito  to  Bre* 
men.  For  this  purpose  JL40rd  Edward  assuttied 
the  disguise  of  a  Bohemian  Jew,  aikd  gave  jwt 
th4^t:  be  was  acoofupa^ying  the  Cowit  Levinsky, 
a  Pol^h  04Glc^r»  (who  was  personaied  hy  Cc^oneL 
Qarhmxt)  .to  look  at  somii^  property,  which  he 
possessed  in  Germany;  and  thfit  be  wan  then 
prftfceeding  to  Prague,  in  order  to  raise  the  money, 
which  he  might  contract,  to  fiimish  to  the  Count. 
At  this  period,  the.  Policy  of  the  Continent  was 
extremely  yigilant, .  and  unless  eypry  traveller, 
chose  to  promulgs^te  a. minute  detail  of  his  ia- 
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teutionls^  he  raft  the  risk  of  experiencing  the 
mo^  annoying  molestation,  from  the  impertinence 
of  the  Gens  d'Armes,  at  every  stage.  Moreover, 
ciircumstaDces  were  now  beginning  to  transpire  in 
England,  which,  while  they  made  it  unpleasant 
and  iDconvenient  for  Lord  Edward  to  remain 
there,  rendered  him  equally  solicitous,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  his  motions  should  not  be  easily 
traced  ;  and  it  was  for  these  reasons,  that  our 
tra^eller^  adopted  the  precautions  we  speak  of; 
At  Bremen  they  first  heard  of  the  intended  fite 
at  the  Casile  of  Wolfenstein,  and  of  the  exten<» 
give  preparations  which  had  been  made  for  tlm 
occasion,  on  their  host's  happening,  casually,  to 
mention  the  circumstance.  Barham,  contrary  to 
Lord  Edward's  expectation,  appeared  as  much 
delighted  as  if  he  had  been  himself  a  party  in« 
vited ;  and  it  being  ascertained^  that  they  coul4 
complete  the  journey  in  sufficient  time,  he  pro^ 
posed  that  they  should  bolh  set  off  Without  detayr 
for  Wolfensteio.  **  And  what,?  said  Lord  Ed  ward, 
"  are  we  to  do  ?  how  are  we  to  manage  when  we 
get  there :  and  what  object  do  you  expect  to 
accomplish  ?  Is  it  not  far  wiser  to  keep  out  of 
way,  till  the  Duke  has  gone  to  the  Army  ?"  To 
this  Barham  objected  the  length  of  time  which^ 
must  elapse  before  he  could  see  his  adored  Caro- 
line ;  for  to  a  moA  soiirecoverakbly  gone^  as  it  ia 
termed,  three  days  appeared  an  ^emity :  but  at 
length  the  arguments  of  his  friend^  and  especiallyj 
hki  fotrs^  that,  upon  an  occasion  df  adraitting^^ 
MasqueS)  some  vigilance  might  be  exerted  by 
the  Duke  «  instl-u^'tioiis,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer^. 
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taining  whether  one  or  both  of  them  were  in 
his  territories,  prevailed: — and  fiarham  in  his 
turn,  combated  the  wish  which  Lord  Edward 
expressed  of  attending  the  fite  alone.  The  latter 
however,  feeling  anxious  to  inform  himself  of  the 
state  of  the  Ducal  family,  repaired  at  the  ap- 
pointed time  to  the  Park:  and,  succeeding  in 
gaining  admission  without  diff  culty^  as  person- 
ating the  '*  Wandering  Jew,"  remained  there, 
without  mingling  much  witb  the  company,  till  the 
moment  at  which  he  saw  Caroline  sepiirated 
from  her  party,  near  the  Lake ;  as  we  have  before 
recorded.  Observing  her  to  bend  her  course 
towards  an  unfrequented  part  of  the  domain, 
with  the  evident  intention  of  arriving  at  her  seat 
by  the  nearest  path,  he  made  haste  to  gain  the 
Bridge  before  her ;  and  having  immediately  re- 
cognized the  D— —  of  Y in  the  person  of 

the  illustrious  Strauger^  in  the  preceding  part  of 
the  evening,  he  felt  assured  that  the  projected 
vgoion  was  irreyocably  fixed  and  certain.  It 
therefore  occurred  to  him,  that  he  would  be  per- 
forming an  act  of  real  tenderness  and  friendship 
to  both  parties,  by  endeavoring  to  convince  one 
of  them  how  hopeless,  impolitic,  and  even  danger- 
ous their  passion,  (if  indeed  it  could  be  possible 
that  a  Princess  of  Wolfensteiii  could  feel  such  an 
attachment  for  the  Colonel),  had  now  become :. 
that  the  dye  was  cast,  with  equal  certainty,  as  to 
the  melancholy  fate  of  Barham,  and  the  splendid 
destiny  of  Caroline :  and  that  both  as.  a  public 
ind  private  duty,  it  was  incumbent  upon  her  tp 
rget,   and  upon  him  to  ceftse  to  hope !     The. 
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ccmversatioD,  accordingly,  that  ps^smd  between 
the  astonisbed  Caroline,  and  bis  Lordship,  whHe 
it-coBTeyed  to  b^r  the  intimation  of  such  senti-r 
nMnts,  left  ber  totally  in  the  dark  with  respect  to 
the  person  and  identity  oTher  mysterious  Moni* 
tor.  Little  did  «ke  dream  that  she  spoke  to  a 
friend  of  Barbam's :  and  still  less  could  she  snp^ 
pose;  that  from  the  lips  of  Lord  Edward,- advice 
sp  hostile  tQ  the  iitlshes,  bopes^  aspir atioi is,  of  the 
absentt  Colonel,  'would  have  proceeded.  The 
earnestness/ however,  with  which  he  addressed 
her;  thesotannity  of  bis  tone  ;^ the  impressive^ 
neSB  of. bis.  manner;  the  circumstances  under 
which  ^ey  met ;.  the  hour  of  the  night ;  the  im* 
posing efiect  of  bis  disguise;  and,  above  all,  the 
wild  abruptness  of  bis  departure^  gave  'to  every 
thing  be  said,  an  aif  of  authority  and  truth,  which, 
in  spite  of.  every  effort  to  fonget  him,  sank  deep 
into  her  mind.  His  words  were  never  <  silent  to 
her  ear':  their  echo  seamed -to 'be  eternal  in  her 
bc^om, .  As  for  Lord  Edward,  be  to4d  Bar- 
ham  every  thing  he  had  said  to  the  Princess ; 
and  advised  him,  as  the.  pain  of  imparting  the 
news  of  his  determination  wais  bow  spared  him-, 
that  he  ^ould  take  advantage  of  an  accident 
wbicli  might  save  the  most  painful  of  aU  explar 
nations.  But  poor  Barham  was  resolved  to  ia<< . 
dalge.  himself  with  the  dangerous  pleasure  oi' 
once  more  beholding  the  beloved  objeciof  his. 
forbidden  vows.  Not  liking  to  he  seen  by  aby 
of  the  retaiosers  or  domesticsaboat  the  Park^  fot 
fear  of  a^  discovery  b^  was  constrained  to  visit- 
it  Joy  twilight ;  and  nearly  a  week  elapsed  before : 
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he  ooald  fbn»  even  a  conjedlure  ia  Vbafe  puA  of 
tlus  extcvoaita  ^oroniii^  he  ^mt  most  Kbdlgr  to 
meet  with  Carelme :  md  evely  aight  He  ipetiurMd 
to  H^mstedt,  nbeve  he  ba4  lured  M  cibMaer 
lodging,  weary,  ^appdated  »od  d^eeted.  ^eih 
sttvering  in  hki  Tiaito^  however,  ke  telitured  father 
newer  ta  the  Caetle  than  iwual  {  aad  CDtning  te/ 
what  h^  tboi^htt  a  beautiful  Uttlei  OnUxtjp^^ 
whick  was  in  reality^  iieir^^veir,  the  i^eFjr  b(Mi(ep  i» 
wJbieh  we  haw  been),  with  Our  re^m»  to  #ftan* 
hb  eauliously  examined  the  supfmiBm^^  <»f  tib» 
exterioft  Ceiiel0diag  fix>ia  Miai  ninEef,  tbati 
thete  waa  nobodji  iiifiide»  and  SuAmg  iaj%tiedi  be 
venlBwed  Uk  enter  the  Shnibbery,,  and  ktabibiftfi 
ibe  deUcieus  perfume  of  the  mscji  tieei^  whidi 
were  o^ered  mitk  HeiBams^  aad/tbei  wiitat 
brier^  the  eljmatis^  heciei|rflaekk^  aad  jeeeMfcwne, 
w^aeh  shed  their  anited  frngrance.  all .  aKtafal. 
At  lengtii  be  anited  lukdeptbe^kafjf  oanofqr.of  a 
nngealic  eak«  wUch  fiipread  iteikridaand  anoient 
branchea  oyer  a  wft'  and  T)^daiit  tftirf;,  aibfat 
tbrangh  tke  ttemalbuft  Itereay  plajiitigtnitkirtie 
wfaiipeiiag  wind,  the  ndon  bpainipd  aerbaeiTV 
sbeddiag  ajtt  a>^cer  1i»  80c«e.  her  Qkaateiaed  ligkL 
That  acttie  waa  in  wofMi  wiU>  tlie;ftwMagaef  the 
penaiTe  Basbain;  aqd  drawing  freao. kit. podkAt 
tha  ini^eparahle  oampmkbn,  of  hia  aoUtar^p  BMkir 
hlaa^-^a  Oe^nan  Fhrte,  be:  played  over  ^onc^  ar 
tadee,  a  little  air  that  he.  had  amuaed . kinntf 
with oompMing^  axpreativeof the^aeanowa.of Ilia 
said  >^mA  dien  k^aaag^  tika.itotdawkiahrhe.bad 
written^  la  di#  «aw  Itr  wai  nipaai  tUk  ecdaBioD 
that  Gar(riiiie  iaoai^HHiig  she  ki^Md  a^I  rameali- 
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(>ered  Volte,  t^dSs  stendin^  in  a  listening  attitude 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Bdwer,  M^hen  the  barking 
of  the  Spaniel,  and  the  sight  of  soine  p^TBons 
Walking  hi  the  direction  iofthis  favorite  spot,  ot- 
ciksioaed  Barham,  whtt  ^vas  igttok'ant  all  the  tK^ile 
how  near  he  was  to  bis  rdbli^ed  diviiiity,  itt  dfe- 
eamp  precipitately  over  th^  ^watl,  o^  ^fenbe.  At 
last,  ttnabte  any  longek*  to  endure  ifto  di^tfeib^ing 
a  state  of  agonizrng  suspeni^,  he  ventured  to  try 
the  old  and  ^a^aciotrd  experiment  ^f  a  bribe,  with 
dne  of  Caroli!ne's  female  dtomertics,  in  order  to 
induce  hier  to  deposit  ih  some  place  of  ileburity, 
and  yet  sQch  as  Catolihe  tnight  be  likely  to  look 
into^  a  letter  to  her  lady.  Tb6  attempt,  at^  has 
been  seen,  was  crowned  with  cotnplete  subctss : 
another  brihe,-^for  Sarham  wW  by  no  means  sa- 
tisfied that  the  girl  tnight  not  t)lace  his  biltet 
somewhere^  where  it  might  happen  to  tneet  other 
eyes,  than  those  to  which  it  was  diriected^^ — 
iiulQced  the  codscientio'nft  tservant,  by  way  of 
obliging  him^  to  deposit  one  morning,  Whien  the 
irhole  fibasdiold  wete  ass^embl^^d  in  the  C^istle 
<3bapel^  upon  k  patticular  occksibn, .  hiis  biflet  So 
thfe  tMidbef  of  the  l^rineess:  lattd  alter  k  con- 
sultation held  with  hid  iMend,  the  Abig'ail,  bhe 
wad  Hi)  rude  as  to  furnish  let  ntet  fol*  hits  note 
ambng  the  precious  Persian  hyJEtcinths.  But  the 
Bvtl  (jeutus  of  B^rh&m  littd  detr^ed,  that  \6tj 
i^hbrtly  Wof ie  the  Piinc^ss  if^und  it,  thb  B^f ^iK^s 
Van  t>f{)^nlon,  wishing  th  speak  to  heir,  had  tun 
into  h^y  diamber,  (theif  kp^tnents  feotnittuni- 
eating  ^vitb  each  6ther),  in  ti&er  io  sU^k  .sotae 
trifling  ^uefetion  or  bther :— CaroHne  ntft  H 
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yet  retired, 'the  Baroness  resolved  to  wait  for 
her :  but  growinp:  weary  of  her  stay,  b^er  eye  was 
caught a.s  she  saiiutered  backwardsand  forwards, 
by  these  purple  beauties:  au4  she  was  in  the 
vejy.art  of  displacing  them  to  get  at  the  paper, 
which  had  in  one  moment  caught  her  vigilant 
*^ye,  when  the  sound  of  Caroline's  approaching 
footsteps  compelled  her  to  desist,  for  fear  of  her 
suddenly  entering,  and  detecting  her  theft.  Now 
Van  Orpeuton,  from  some  cause  or  other,  felt  not 
the  slightest  (tifficulty  in  devising  to  herself  what 
the  paper  was,  or  contained  :  and  hoping  that  it 
might  yet  be  overlooked,  she  hastily  withdrew, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Princess,  and  with  the  in- 
tentiop  of  taking  the  earliest  possible  opportunity 
to  return  and  ensure  her  prize.  The  reader  is 
aware  how  slie  was  foiled,  by  reason  of  Caro- 
line's discovery :  and  we  resume  the  stbry  from 
this  point. 

After  a  thousand  conflicts  in  her  own  bosom, 
Caroline,  as  the  appointed  hour  drew  nigh,  was 
still  undecided  whether  to  allow  the  meeting  or 
not;  she  felt  how  rash,  how  imprudent  a  step  it 
would  be  to  take ;  ^be  was  conscious  that  if  it 
ever  transpired,  it  would  be  considered  to  have 
compromised  her  own  dignity:  she  knew  the  in- 
evitable and  lasting  anger  of  her  father  would  at- 
tend it; — yet  im^i  inconsistently  resolved  to  go. 
Hardly  had  she  reached  the  second  staircase, 
when  she  was  met  by  the  elegant  Madame  St. 
Aubri,  who,,  having  full  intelligence  of  the  design 
of  Van  Orpenton,  said  with  a  good  humored 
smile ; — "   Your  Highness    is   equipped   for  a 
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moonlight  walk  I  see;  but  take  care:  there 
are  among  us,  I  ^assure  you,  ladies  who  are 
so  anxious  for  your  Higbness's  health  and  safety, 
that,  this  night,  I  am  sure,  they  will  not  allow  you 
to  take  ^  step  without  watt^^ing — for  your,  go  d .  * 
The  peculiar  emphasis  with  wbif^n  this  was  re- 
peated, was  not  lost  on  our  Heroine.  Without 
a^ctiog  to  notice  it^  she  expressed  her  acknow-  ^ 
lodgments  for  their  kind  intentions;   and  pro- 
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ceeding  to  the  Terrace,  walked  there  for  a  few 
turns,  and  then  went  in  again  ;  to  the  great  mor- 
tification, of  the    ''Cabal/'   who  had   made  a 
Party  to  watch  her  steps^  and  were  waiting  in  a 
preconcerted  concealment  in  the  Park^  for  that 
purpose..    As  for  Barham,  having  tarried  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bower  for  several  hours^  he  found 
himself^  as  he  concluded,  finally  deserted ;  and, 
without  calling  down  one  imprecation  upon  the 
bead  of  one,  whom  circumstances  might  have 
led  him  to-  suppose^  a  disdainful  fair,  be  sum- 
moned all  his  philosophy  to  his  aid^  returned 
with  the  best  dispatch  he  could  make,  to  Lord 
£dward^  and  much  to  his  amazement,  informed 
him^  that  wbenei^er  his  arrangements  might  be 
completed^  he  (Barham),  was  ready  to  accom- 
pany him.   Affairs,  however,  were  differently  ar- 
ranged, we  are  told;  for  Lord  Edward  went  to 
Ireland,  and  Barham  entered  into  the  Austrian 
service.      His   corps  particularly  distinguished 
itself  on  a  variety  of  occasions ;  and  it  happened 
more  than  once,  that  the  services  of  its  Comman- 
der, were  publicly  acknowledged,  by  the  Duke 
of  Wolfenstein,   who  never  surmised,  that  the 
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AvBtriaa  Getieral,  Coimt  Catraffk,  Vas  bo  other 
fliati  the  unfortuhate  Colonel  Bariianft.  A  t^uc- 
43emH^  of  defeats,  petty  jealourite,  distradlfed 
Oounciis,  and  ill  cbneerted  ^t^i^pdze^,  having 
cov^ed  th^  arms  tff  tfie  AUi^s  with  tonfttsfon, 
riiithet  than  feno'n^n ;  the  Dtik^  of  Wblf^natein, 
disgusted  with  tfee  donduct  of  tiie  K—  of  F-^ — , 
aiid  of  the  Emperto  of  O — — ,  wrote  to  the  fofr- 
ittir  of  those  Aiotiarchs^  a' nleinOrable  Yettetr 
ditted  March  6,  1794,  in  which  ht  askigiied  tibe 
Iffoundil  of  )ii6  disgtisi,,  And  thd  solicited  resig- 
nation of  his  command,  with  a  manliness  of  ek- 
fMresston,  and  a  stt*ength  of  reasoning,  l/Hiieb 
fbrmed  a  singular  contrast,  to  the  prepostlBrous 
^manifesto,  isiraed  by  his  Highnesta  two  years  be- 
fbrt,  from  Cdbl — tz  iTbe  etfect  off  that  pro- 
ceeding was  the  return  of  the  Duk^^  dtHit  latter 
etid  of  the  same  year,  to  Wotfbnsteih.  fiy  one  of 
those  exttaordiniiry  fatalities,  wiirch  i^eiti  at* 
tached  to  the  lives  of  somie  individtialb,  afi.d  which 
w^e  never  more  iitrikingly  ejiemplified  than  in 
the  history  of  tbe  penBon  W6  speak  of,-^in  the 
very  same  action,  which  Was  tbe  liabt  fought  by 
the  Duke  of  Wolfenstem,  in  that  Campaign,  the 
Count  Carraffa,  ci-deoant  fiarhain,  Was  so  des- 
periitely  wounded,  us  to  be  obliged  to  retire  uho* 
gether  itroto  active  servite.  After  being  for 
sortie  time,  u^der  the  Care  of  the  M.edifcalis^  tb^y 
recommended  bitn  to  try  the  waters  of  BaEre{\tb, 
and  be  ii(rcol'dingly  removed  there,  retaining  the 
kppellafion  6f  Iris  new  dignity,  the  better  tb  con- 
ceal hi^  real  name,  file  had  not  been  Ibng  the^e, 
when  all  Bare^fa  was  filled  with  the  h^Vs,  that 


tkeoDofereooM  bi  Ae  two  states  b^mg^iuyw  fl« 
naJly  eoiBpIetedvCaroluie,  BriAcessof  B*^  *i  >k 
Leoenbeigeii^  w«s,  witinil  afe.w  weeki9,  to  be?- 
CMse  the  Spouse  ^crf  the  Reiv  Apparent  to  the 
Throne  of  Aittosta:  (to  itse  the  phitLseology  of  my 
Loisd  Eske.) 

Hotrener  Bafhamfaad  ehdeayovedl  to  persuade 
hiawelf  |hat  he.  hail  sucoeeded  in  sobdum^  a  pas- 
stoii,  ^iih  whtdb  h^*vas  pll  the  white  consumed; 
ho'soon  £auod  tiiAt  this  was  but  an  idlespeml- 
lalt(m.-*^IiOiig>  habits;  of  seolusion,  a  mind  worn 
by  the  intcpiBitj  e^  its 'Mm  eitertiotis,  and  a  soyl' 
deeply  atfectsd  by  the  sorrows^  over  which  it 
le^Tod  to  bropd,  had  wofked  a  £eaTfb)  alteratioii 
in  the  cb^trater  of  ^afhatn.  JKot  that  there  was 
sMy  inorease  of,  or  tendency  to^  moral  guilty '  or 
acival  lurpitude.  Bet  the  dariog  enterprise,  and 
vmti^B  impetuosity,  which  wei«  inherent  m  his 
composition^  the  recent  events  of  hiis  c^xtraerdi^  * 
iMty  oaa:'eer,  the  anguish  of  disappointment,  and' 
tbegloomineM^of  an  unsnecessfol  attachment,  had 
beoome  ohaoged  into  rashaess  and  desperal^n. 
Stung  to  the  quick  at  the  public  annuuciation  of 
tkttnge,  to  whieh  be  was  compelled  to  aflfect  a 
p#rfi|ct  itxiiffbmnce,  he  loaged  6nee  more  to  see, 
at  least,  to  see  her.  True  she  was  gone  from  him 
fM  ever:- tr«e,-«**^ll  hope,  all  expectation  s^hould 
bMre  edt^red  within  him  !-^but  (be  design  wacr 
rMdiif  the  exectxA&n  dangerous,  and  thereibre  he 
€i««BVisiBed>  to  pBt  it  to  the  haaard.  It  must  not ' 
be4npposi^  that  he  concerted  with  himself,  or 
inaagidttd  4Mt  he  fbpesaw  any  food,  or  even  any 
reason^te  purpose,  as  likely  to  result  from  hi$( 
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wild  expedition.  It  wms  enough  that  he  could 
not  live  without  again  beholding  Cavetiqe ;  k  was 
indifferent  to  him,  whetfaor  in  the  attempt  to  see 
her,  he  might  not  eeoBe  to  livew  Suapenae  alone 
was  intoleraUe ;  and  detennining  to  retain  the 
name,  under  which  he  had  entered  the  Austnan 
serytce^  and  heen  presented  with  a  patent  of  No- 
bility>  he  hastily  j^egared  for  .b^s  departure. 
Upon  opening  a  case  of  pistolsv  which  had  been 
presented  to  him  some  timue'  beifone  by  Lord  Ed- 
ward F.,  what,  was  hia  snrpri&e  to  find  a  small 
c^rd,  in  his  LordAhqpi's  hand-wrsdng;  upon  which 
these  few  words  were  written,  being  dated  liie 
same  day  upon  which  they  had  last  quitted  Lour 
don  together.  ''  When  these  ptktolis  fail  you^  all 
is  not  lost.  Rash  as  youc  conduct  is,  the  mea^ui 
of  esoape  are  always  n^b ;  and  if  F  ■  ■  detains 
you  again,  imagine  that  he  has  been  employed  in 
>copcerting  them*  Farewell,"  (If  onr  readers 
will  refer  to  page  60^  of  these  memoirs^  he  will 
discover  the  allusion.)  Barham  paused.for  a  few 
moments  to  consider  what  might  be  the  diiSt  and 
meaning  of  this  extraordinary  not^.  Unable  to 
form  any  satisfactory  coojecture^  he  relinquished 
the  endeavor,  and  speedily  conqlqded  his  py^ 
parations. 

Attended  by  only  a  sii^^le  servant,  he  s^ti^iigtb 
set  out,  by  a  circuitous  route,  for  H-r— r-stedt,  in 

the  Territory  of  B— k  Lenenbergen,  without 

encountering  any  particular  ad  ventures  onhkitpfldy 
till  he  had  arrived  within  nine  or.  ten  leagues  of  the 
Castle  of  Wolfenstein^  when  a.  violent  storm  .com- 
pelled him  to  take  refuge  in  the  hut  of  a  peasant 
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which  was  situated  at  a  little  distance  from  the  pub^ 
He  road ;  but  on  the  outskirts  of  a  dark  and  exten- 
sive  forest.  Upon  knocking  at  the  door  of  this 
wretched  tenement,  it  was  opened  without  hesita- 
tion, and  he  was  not  very  agreeably  surprized  to 
behold,  sitting  on  the  floor^  round  a  large  wood  fire, 
three  gaunt,  uncouth  looking  men,  who^  under  all 
the  disguise  of  long  matted  hair^  immense  musta- 
chios,  and  the  tatf ered  lipparel  of  miners^  whom 
indeed  they  most  resembled  in  the  large  and 
bony  frame  of  their  bodies,  could  not  conceal 
from  the  watchful  eye  of  Barham,  their  evident 
previous  acquaintance  with  a  military  life.  Be- 
sides, they  still  retained  some  vestiges  of  regi- 
mentals, which  distinctly  characterized  them  to 
Barhani^  as  three  disbanded  or  straggling  troop- 
ers from  a  Regiment  of  French  Cavalry.  Their 
caps  had  been  distorted  into  a  sort  of 'slouched 
hats ;  one  man  still  retained  a  torn  fragment  of  a 
horseman's  cloak ;  the  waistcoat  of  another,  ex- 
hibited a  contrast  of  long  accumulated  filthy  and 
'veteran  gold  lace ;  and  the  boots  of  a  thirds  though 
patched  and  cobbled,  were  rather  too  neat  and 
civilized  for  those  of  a  German  Miner.  The  wo- 
man, who  had  given  the  two  travellers  admittance, 
^vras  apparently^  not  more  than  six  or  seven  and 
twenty  years  of  age.  Her  features^  though  regu- 
lar, were  marked  with  a  most  peculiar  expres- 
sion ;  and  there  was  a  searching  steadfastness  in 
her  eye^  which  appeared  calculated^  at  a  glance, 
to  arrive  at  the  most  secret  imagination  of  those, 
vrith  whom  she  conversed ;  but  there  was  a  wild 

and  absent  kind  of  hUrry  in  her  voice,   which 
8  z 
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seemed  to  acknowledge  do  9ort  of  asspciatioQ 
with  the  hekigB  wbo  surrounded. her,  sare  tbat^ 
in  which  circumstances  had  involved  hen    To 
the  qiiestioa'  addressed  to  her  by  Biarham,  as  t9 
whether  himself  and  bis  servant  could  be  accom* 
inodaied  with  shelter  for  the  nighty  she  seemed 
involuutajrily  to  start.      Fiking  her  eyes,  opon 
him^  (he  was  still  upon  the  threshold  of  the  door) 
with  that  peculiareamestnessw^  have  men tionedj 
she  replied^  by  the  monosyllable,  '^  No!"  uttered 
in  atone  beneath  which  even  the  firmness  Of  Bar^ 
ham  trembled ; — trembled,  not  from  a  sentivent 
of  alarm,  at  the  person,  or  the  intentions  of  ihe 
speaker ;  but  at  the  meanings  significant  energj, 
with  which  it  was  spoken.    Recovering  himself, 
he  demanded  whether  they  conld  remain  there 
mutil  the  atorm  was  over?    The  woman^  looking 
at  bim^  a»  if  she  were  irritated  beyond  measare 
at  the  question,   made  no  reply;   and  withoot 
turaiog  her  heaid  round,  seemed  to  await  the  de^ 
Cision  of  those  within.    The  thunder  rolled  abose 
them  in  incessant  peals ;  the  lightning  attracted 
by  the  trees,   played  aboiit*  them  with  terrific 
splendor,  and  the  rain  descended  in  torrents,  that 
seemed  to  threaten  a  deluge.    Still  a  few  mo*- 
ments  eiapsed  -  before  they  wer&  admitted^  wken 
one  of  the  meo^  without  rising  from  the  floor^  but 
leanipg  back  to.  take  a  survey  of  the.  stra^rgers, 
attentively  measured  with  his  e3re,   ihe  figui^ 
and'  appearance  of  Barbam.     Theb^ /taking  his 
pipe  ^rom  bis  mouth,  he  grow!ed  in  a  sm'ly 
tone,  '' let  them  in/'     All  this  time,  Leopold^ 
his  servant/  having  stood  with  the  horses,  at  an 
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obsequious  dUstanCe  behiad  bis  master,  had  not 
mMe  himself  visible  to  the  inmates  of  the  hut 
ha? iog  however  walked  in^  at  Barhdm'a  deisire^ 
he  addiessed  himself  to  the  hospitable  gentleman^ 
who  had  given  so/nend^.a  receptioa  to  the  Co- 
Joneh  and  who  was  then  relapsing  iiito  the  silent 
^jojmmt  of  the  qtuet  luxury  which  they  h^d 
disturbed. 

''  The  horses,  Sir,  poor  beasts/'  (Leopold  at 
ieogth  ventured  to  say),  '*  is  there  no  sihed  id 
which  I  can  put  them  up?"' 

The  satne^Trooper,  turning  fiercely  round,  now 
took  a  view  Of  Leopold,  and  dwelt  fbr  ^  single 
instant,  with  a  malignant  scowl  upon  his  power- 
ful and  thick. set  figure;  th^n,  with  a  smile;  in 
which  were  mingled  offended  pride,  and  ineffable 
contempt,  he  desired  Bertha  (as  he  called  h<er);  to 
shew  the  feUow  to  the  BtobHs. 

The  {countenance  of  Bertha  became  instaritfy  - 
pale  as  death ; .  with  a  t^femblit^  hdnd,  arid  viiAble 
rdttciance,  she  Extended  a  beaniliofiil  ifrhite  arnlj 
to  reachr  down  from  a  iiich^  in  the  Irall^  a  lamp    ^ 
which  bucned  there.     Qer  agitata^n^  frfmi  whatn     '  v 
ever  canse .  it  proceeded,  wse '  ioi  obsebrdd*  by 
the  ithree  Tr6bperB,-t^  such  Ibey  wnoy^^^foi^  thejr     % 
itiU  satlipori  ttie  &o6r,  thtit  §ices  toitajrds  >  the 
fiie^  rfCHtne  cold  iaitit,  and  a  f^^w  flasks  of  {Iheni^ . 
ipnrad  before  them,    rrhey  observed  ktptfofotmd 
»ilenc^»  said  neither  moved  fromthdir.  ov^np^fai-^. 
ttons  lior  asked  the  travel Ws  to  appi-oach  ifae 
ine(  but  t^e  eictraiofdiitary  ahevl^n  of  Bdrtlia's 
appeajrance  those  travellers  ii»taa%  perceived  ; 
and  Leopold,  not  amdi  xeUshinj^  thi^  pnoposal  oc 
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going  alone,  otit  of  the  hovel,  and  leaving  his 
Master  unprotected  in  it^  could  not  refrain,  as-  he 
shook  his  head  in  token  of  his  extreme  satis- 
faction at  his  ov^n  sagacity,  from  exclaiming; 
'"•  No,  no  !  one  of  you,  roy  friends^  can  put  the 
horses  up :  I  am  too  wet,  I  am  sure,  for  you  to 
virish  that  1  should  go  out  into  the  rain  again. 
Come !  get  up,  one  of  you,  and  for  once  in  your 
lives,  be  groom  to  the  Count :  make  haste  \  my 
lads^  or  else  the  horses  will  stand  out  there  all 
night." 

^'  They  will : ''  replied  the  same  heMvolent 
voice  which  had  so  kindly  invited  them  in  :  and 
in  the  same  moment^  poor  Leopold's  pleasantry 
and  ease,  vanished  at  once;  for  the  three  men 
started  up,  gigantic  in  their  stature,  and  ferocious 
in  their  looks,  and  he,  who  had  already  spoken^ 
turning  to  Leopold,  in  a  menacing  attitude,  ex- 
claimed, ''  Silence,"  in  a  tone  that  might  have 
vied  with  the  thunder.  The  other  two,  thrusting 
their  hands  into  their  bosoms,  placed  their  backs 
^  against  the  door^  and  pulling  their  hats  over  their 
^  brows,  appeared  to  be  preparing  for  a  scene  in 
which  they  would  not  chuse  too  much  to  elcpose 
their  features.  In  the  mean  time  Barham,  dis- 
concerted and  amazed^  at  the  boonsh  rudeness  of 
these  suspicious  looking  men^  had  been  employed 
in  slowly  disencumbering  himself^  of  his  cloak  and 
pelisse ;  a  labour  which,  with  the  usual  feeling  of 
a  man,  who  apprehends  that  at  its  conclusion, 
something  disastrous  is  to  take  place^  be  bad 
been  protracting  as  long  as  possible.  The  threat- 
ening reproof  which  had  been  so  Aercely  con- 
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veyed  to  Leopold,  was  accompanied  by  some* 
thhig  like  an  attempt  to  collar  him ;  and  Bar-' 
ham»  unconscious  fof  the  moment  of  the  danger 
he  had  just  been  anticipating,  i^idiout  a  moment's 
hesitation  stepped  between  them,  and  with  the 
voice  of  a  man  accustomed  to  command,  and  to 
be  obeyed,  said  haughtily,  as  he  sternly  faced 
the  trooper, 

''  Take  care,  Sir^  how  you  insult  my  servants 
I  never  permit  him  to  be  molested .  The  poor 
fellow  is  half  dead  with  cold,  and  i  will  take 
care  to  reward  you  for  your  trouble." 
•  The  man  could  not  quite  repress  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  confident  and  easy  dignity,  with 
which  the  Stranger  had  interfered ;  but  ashamed 
of  his*  own  intimidation,  and  wishing  to  impress 
the  same  feeling  of  alarm  upon  Barham,  he 
replied  with  assumed  wonder,  and  in  the  con- 
scious security  of  iotended  villainy, 

'*Do  you  know,  friend,  wbo^is  Master  here?" 
— *'  I  am ;  while  as  your  guest*  1  neidier  disturb 
nor  wrong  you." 

The  ruffian  stood  rooted  to  the  spot;  the 
manner  in  which  these  last  words  were  delivered 
by*  Barham,  vras  so  inexplicable  to  a  man  who 
knew  him  to  be  in  his  power;  the  cool  indifl^- 
ence  with  which  he  had  avowed  himself  master 
there,  was  so,  totally  unexpected  by  him,  who 
had  put  the  question,  with  the  view  of  making 
the  other  sensible  of  his  own  danger,  and  his 
power,  that  he  could  neither  believe  his  ears^ 
nor  recall  his  firmness.  The  tw^  fetlawis,  1m>jw»> 
ever,  who  stood  like  sentries  at  the  dobry 
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aetiiated  just  tbeii  by  the  same  seose  of  iuferi* 
ority,  broke  ioto  a  loud  laugh,  and  at  once  re- 
Tealed  the  honesty  of  their  occupatioo^  by  with- 
drawing their  hands  from  their  bosoms,  and  pre* 
seotiBg  two  horse-pistols.  **  Here/'  said  one  of 
theoii  addressing  Barham,  ^'here^  friend,  you 
have  got  to  settle  with  these  helpmates  for  your 
reckoning  before  you  go^  so  you  may  at  leaat  be 
cira/' 

'^Aye^*'  said  the  other^  '^and  their's  is  an 
expeditious  reckoning,  and  settles  the  last  debt 
a  man  owes  in  this  wcMrld.'- 
^  *^  True,  my  friends,"  rejoined  Barham,  affect- 
ing not  to  understand  the  drift  of  their  discourse, 
'*  Pistols  are  the  best  landlords,  and  keep  one 
safest  in  strange  houses.  I  like  them  so  well, 
that  I  always  carry  them  about  me  ■'* 

As  he  said  tUs,  he  slQwly  unbuttoned,  his  coat, 
and  discovered  the  pair  of  English  [Motols  given 
by  Lord  Edward,  ftxed  m  his  belt  Leopold 
taking  courage  from  the  example  of  his  nastery 
now  produced  from  an  inside  pocket  his  own 
pistols,  and  wtpii^  the  flints,  archly  remarked, 
^*  that  a  great  many  could  play  at  that  game."— 
The  fellowa  looked  at  their  military  guests,  and 
^then  at  olie^  another  for  a  second  or  two,  .as  if 
t^y,  in  their  tuvo^  were  terrified.  At. last  oae 
of  diem,  whispering  to  the  principal  ruffian,  (to 
him  who. had  been  the  most  active  in  the  busi- 
ness) returned  his  pistol  under  his  clothes  and 
saying,  he  would  see  the  horses  put  up^  went 
out  of  the  hovel.  The  abruptness  of  his  depart- 
ure indooing  Barham  to  look  rdund^  he'  beheld 
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Bertha  listening  at  the  door,  her  hand0  clasped^ 
her  lips  conTulsed,  and  her  eyes  apparently^  di^ 
lated  with  terror;  The  two  m^n  who  tvere  left, 
still  kept  gazing  upon  Barham  and  ^Leopold, 
narrowly  watching  their  slightest  motion*:  at 
length  '^the  superior  fiend/'  whom  his  comrade 
Once  or  twice  called  Duval;  assuming  snhypo^ 
Critical  appearance  of  good*  humor,  stretched  out 
his  hand  to  Batiiam)  and,  laying  down  his  pistol, 
observed,-^-''  We  must  seem  strange  fellows  to 
you.  Count;  and  tione  ctihe^  kindest-hearted 
in  the  world-  neither ;  but  1  assure  you  there  is 
nothing  in  it.  Sir;  as  for  arms,  we^re  obliged  to 
keep  them  by  us  to  defend  ourselves  from  the 
gang  of  robbers,  with  which  this  wood  is  infested. 
Come,  Bertha,  the  meat,  the  wine,  where  is  ft?" 

The  absent  Bertha,  starting  at  his  voiee; 
quickly  exclaimed,  ^  Gone,  gone,*  he's  jiist  gone^ 
I  hear- the  horse  1" 

'*  Damnation ! "  ejaculated  Duval^  furiously 
•temping  upon  the  floori  and  snatching  up  )m 
pistol,'  a$  if  actuated  by  an  involuntary  impulse, 
to  blow  her  brains  out;  and  then,  suddenly  cot* 
lecting.  hflMsel^  he  returned  it  to  its  former  place. 
^"^Tbeghrl  is  mad;  fear  not,  Sirs,  eat,  drilik,  and 
be  m^n^ ;  we  are  but  simple  minei^/' 

*' Yet  your  wine  is  excellent/'  replied^  Bar- 
bam«— ^^And  your  pietpls  in  the  best  order  ima- 
gifraJMe,'-  added  Leopold,  with  a  sarcastic  grin. 

•'True,**  muttered  Duval ;  •*'  but  you  are  sus»- 
ptciousv  friend,  you'll  know  us  better  shortly/'   * 

^<  I  SM  afraid  we  ^hall,"  was  the  laconic  repty 
of  Leopold,  who  at  these  Words  seemed  greatly 
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terrified^  and  at  once  relinquished  a  huge  piece 
of  oieatv  to  which  he  had  just  before  addressed 
himself  with  singular  earnestness. 

There  bding  neither  chair  nor  table  in  the  room, 
the  travellers  were  obliged  to  occupy  the  same 
part  of  the  floor^  fr6m  which  their  three  worthy 
hosts  had  riden  All  this  time,  Barham  was  by 
no  means  so  much  at  ease  as  he  affected  to  be; 
particularly  as  he  observed,  that  the  men  had 
quitted  their  stati(ms  near  the  door,  and  had 
advanced  by  almost  imperceptible  degrees,  close 
behind  him.  Anticipating  some  tr^acber^,  he 
kept  a  vigilant  look-out;  but,  had  it  not  been 
for  a  circumstance,  trifling,  indeed,  in  itself,  his 
vigilance  would  have  proved  of  little  avail.  Hav- 
ing occasion  for  another  flask  of  wine,  he  turned 
round  to  desire  them  to  procure  him  one^  imd  at 
the  other  corner  of  the  hovel,  his  eye  was  in- 
stantly attracted  by  an  object,  whose  import 
could  not  be  mistaiken.  It  was  the  same  mys- 
terious Bertha ;  at  that  instant,  she  was  sitting 
in  the  same  manner  on  the  floor,  her  eyes  fixed 
upon  Barham,  with  the  most  iiitense  eagerness^ 
ami  meaning,  aud  her  finger  upon  her  lip.  The 
moment  that  she  caught  his  glance,  she  started 
up  with  the  rapidity  of  lightningy  and  emphati- 
cally pointed  to.  his  belt.  The  quick  perc^tion 
of  Barham^  at  once  comprehended  the  extent  of 
his  danger,  and  the  purport  of  her  intimation. 
He  followed  her  example^  by  jumping  abruptly 
from  the  floor;  and  the  suddenness  of  the  ex- 
ertion, was  in  no  small  degree  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance; the  unexpected  quickness  with  which 
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he  faced  Duval,  thi'ew  the  latter  into  most  evi- 
dent confusion:  he  retired  several  paces,  and 
upon  his  scowling  brow,  detected  guilt  wa^ 
written  iti  characters  not  to  be  mistaken.  The 
other,  who  was  just  in  the  act  of  bending  over 
Licopold,  was  so  completely  disconcerted,  that 
the  first  intimation  which  the  honest  Austrian 
had  of  his  own  jeopardy,  was  the  noise  occa- 
sioned by  the  ruffian's  pistol,  in  his  alarm,  falling 
from  his  hand. 

At  this  moment,  Barham  felt  himself  in  a  situ- 
atioh  of  imminent  and  awiul  peril ;  it  was  clear 
that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  men  accustomed 
to  robbery  and  bloodshed,  and  just  prevented 
almost  in  the  very  act  of  assassination.  Con- 
vinced, however,  as  he  was,  of  their  being  com* 
pletelj  in  the  power  of  these  desperadoes,  and 
altogedier  micertain^  whether  in  or  out  of  doors 
they  might  nof  be  supported  by  other  ruffians^  of 
habits  equally  ferocious  as  their  oWn>  he  knew 
not  what  to  do ;  it  would  be^  possibly^  equally 
unsafe  to  depart  or  to  remain ;  but  uncertainty 
could  add  only  to  the  horror  of  his  situation,  and  > 
a  determined  conduct  at  the  most,  could  only 
acoderate  his  fate.  Taking  out  of  hk  pocket  a 
small  purse  of  florins,  be  extended  then!  to 
0aval. 

*'  This)  friend,  is  for  your  fare ;  your  shelter 
I  like  not  much,  and  ther^ore  I  shall  pumie 
my  road.    Come,  Leopold,  let  us  be  gonel" 

^'  Nay,  noiw ;  surely.  County  you  wonld  not 
think  of  leaving  us  to-mgbt,"  replied  Duval,  mih 
a  demoniac  sneer,  and  placing  hiaoself  bet^ 

•  A  a 
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fiarham  and  the  door,  added,  ''  it  is  deep  mid- 
night, the  storm  still  rages,  and  you  would  lose 
your  way." 

^'  The  horses,  too,  I'm  thinking," — interposed 
the  other,  in  a  tone  of  exulting  malignity,  *'  ip^ill 
be  too  tired  to  proceed  to-night." 

*^  They  shall  carry  us,  however ;"  rejoined  Bar- 
ham,  who  had  by  this  time  resumed  his  cloak, 
&c.  and  was  advancing  to  the  door,  followed 
by  Leopold,  who  observed  every  thing  in  deep 
silence. 

''No!"  said  Duval,  assuming  an  attitude  of 
resolute  defiance,  ^^no  man  passes  here  without, 
my  permission ;"  and  before  Barham  could  re- 
ply, he  vociferated,  *'  Waldek  1"  in  a  voice  which 
drowned  the  tempest  that  rs^ed  without. 

'^  You  will  have  my  life  at  a  dear  purchase, 
though ;  even  if  you  summon  your  whole  gang. 
Are  you  ready,  Leopold?  Now's  the  time;  are 
you  ready?*' 

"  Yes,  to  die  with  you,  Count  l"  replied  the 
faithful  domestic. 

**  Then  follow  me ;  move  from  your  post,  ruf« 
fians,  or  you  are  dead  men;"— and  Barham  made 
directly  to  the  door^  his  arms  extended  across 
each  other,  and  a  pistol  in  each  hand.  Duval 
and  his  comrade  immediately  moved  from  the 
door^  the  one  to  the  right,  the  other  to  the  left. 
Barham^  kicking  it  with  his  foot,  unhinged  it 
from  its  rusty  fastenings ;  and  felling  partially 
down,  it  blocked  up  the  threshold.  A  second 
kick  dashed  it  into  pieces,  and  Barham  stood 
in  the  other  side. 
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But  the  obstruction  which  it  caused  in  the  first 
instance,  prevented  Leopold  from  getting  out  at 
the  same  moment  with  his  master ;  and  just  as 
Barham  disengaged  himself  from  this  shattered 
door,  Leopold^  in  the  ac^t  of  following  him,  was 
collared  at  once,  by  Duval  and  his  comrade ;  and 
imagining  his  death  to  be  certain,  before  they 
could  pinion  his  arms,  he  shot  the  nearest,  he 
knew  not  which,  through  the  head.  This  passed 
in  the  same  instant  of  time  in  which  Barham 
having  scrambled  over  the  broken  door^  and  turn* 
ing  round,  received  himself,  the  contents  of  Du- 
vaPs  pistol,  in  his  left  arm.  Before  he  mi  as  sen- 
sible of  the  wound,  he  discharged  bis  own  at 
Duval,  but  missed  his  aim,  and  Duval,  standing 
on  the  threshold  of  the  Cottage,  like  a  tiger  at 
bay,  knew  not  whose  attack  to  expect  firist; 
Lec^old's  from  within,  or  Barham's  from  without. 
By  an  odd  coincidence,  each  party  retsiined  but 
one  loaded  pistol^  and  that  he  was  unwilling 
ineffectually  to  discharge;  as  it  of  course,  left 
him  at  the  mercy  of  the  Qther.  Barham  was  the 
first  to  decide  this  state  of  suspense,  by  firing 
directly  through  the  body  of  Duval ;  but  unfor- 
tunately^ Waldek,  whom  Duval  had  called  to  his 
aid,  now  sprung  like  an  impetuous  tiger  from  be- 
hind the  hovel ;  rushing  in  headlong  at  the  door, 
— ^before  Leopold  could  even  distinguish  whether 
h^  was  firiend  or  foe, — he  blew  the  poor  fellow's 
brains  out,  and  Barham,  hastening  into  the  mur-^ 
derous  hut  to  avenge  his  bMve  and  generous  do* 
mestic,  must  have  also  perished  by  the  same  ruf- 
fian band,  in  consequence  of  the  blind  an#^ 
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guarded  fury  with  which  he  was  leaping  to  |he 
encounter,  but  tiiat  Bertha» — ^wbo  throughout  thki 
ganguinary  and  exterminatiug  conflict,  bad  hi- 
therto beea  invisible^ — stealing  from  her  hiding 
place,  behind  Waldek,  darted  upon  bim,  and  waa 
jnst  able,  in  s|»te  of  his  exertions,  to  pinion  bia 
arms ; — fiarham  flew  towards  her  assistance,  a&d 
presenting  his  pistol  at  the  head  of  Waldek, 
compelled  him  to  surrender,   declaring  that  if 

H stedt  were  ten  leagues  distant,  be  would 

drag  him  thither,  before  the  ball  of  Justice,  to 
answer  for  the  blood  of  a  firm,  attacbed*  and 
faithful  friend.— ^There  was  no  time  to  be  lost  in 
explanations;  while  Waldek  called  down  the. 
most  horrible  imprecations  upon  their  beadsj 
Barham  and  the  unknown  Bertha  proceeded  to 
bind  him  with  some  cords,  of  which  theiie  waa 
abundance  in  the  chamber,  originally  destined^ 
not  for  a  different  purpose, — but  for  diflRere^it 
persons.  Nothing  but  the  reiterated  and  serioua 
threats  of  Barham,  that  he  would  put  him.  to 
death  instantly,  if  be  did  not  inform  him,  would 
have  elicited  from  Waldek  a  reply  to  the  ques- 
tions he  put  to  him :  he  was  at  last  obligped  to 
coiifess,  that  one  of  the  horses  was  atill  i^  the 
stables,  and  that  he  bad,  half  an  hour  ago*  having, 
previously  concerted  measures  with  DuvaJ,  rode,, 
himself,  upon  the  other,  to  a  place  in  the  centre, 
of  the  forest,  in  order  to  desire  some  of  the  B^ind. 
to  repair  to  the  hovel  early  the  next  morning 
(that  day,  indeed,  it  might  now  be  said),  to  h^ld 
a  Council  upon  what  should  be  th^  fate  ^  the 
"ount;  (Barham^,)   it  being  before  determined, 
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that^  at  all  events,  Leopold  was  to  be  tak^n  off; 
although  it  seemed  to  them  matter  of  doubt^ 
whether  fpr  the  sake  of  booty  and  other  purposes^ 
it  might  not  be  better^  only  to  secure  the  person 
of  the  Count  ?  They  now  left  the  Cotta^e»  being 
well  satisfied  of  Waldek's  inability  to  stir^  and 
Bertha  cautiously  preceding  Barham»  th^  lajnp 
in  her  haiid^  led  him  to  the  stables.— Upon  enter^ 
ing  Ibem^  he  found  them  to  be^  in  fact,  the  ruiniat  • 
of  a  re£^tory,  formerly  attached  to  a  large  and 
venerable  abbey,,  the  remains  of  which  extended 
far  in  to  the^  forest.  He  found  all  the  stalls  vacant, 
(and  there  were  more  than  forty,)  excepting  one» 
in  which  poor  Leopold's  horse  was  still  remain-^ 
iog ;  his  own  had  disappeared ;  and  Bertha^ 
compelled  to  defer  the  relation  of  her  history» 
till  a  future  opportunity,  but  imploring  him  with 
irresistible  earnestness,  to  remove  her  under  hift 
protection,  from  these  guilty  scenes^  Barhamc 
found  it  impossible  to  accede  to  so  reasonable  a 
request,  without  taking  her  up  behind  him.  This- 
however,  ifi^s  no  great  hardship  to  a  woman,  who. 
felt  aisisured  that  if  she  remained  until  the  return, 
of  the  Banditti,  her  deaths  and  that  prolonged  by 
cruel  tortures,  must  expiate  the  firm  and  decided, 
part  which  she  had  acted  against  Waldek.  As, 
Barham  led  out  the  refreshed  and  invigorated, 
beqst,  she  exclaimed,  ^*  Noble  Stranger,  for  the 
love  of  Heaven,  1  conjure  you^  take  me  from  this 
detesjted  spot;  leave  me  not  to  perish^  body  and 
soul  for  ever!" 

Barham  hastily  assisted  her  to  mjount,  and  then 
they  plunged  into  the  forest;  io  which,  howeyr 
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they  soon  found  evident  traces  of  a  road, 
"  This/*  whispered  the  trembling  Bertha,  *'  I 
know  will  conduct  us  to  the  other  side  of  the 
forest,  and  when  once  we  get  out  of  it,  it  will  be  but 
three  leagues  to  Wemar ;  and  there  I  only  wish 
to  die  ■  haply  at  my  own  father's  door!" 

To  the  teSirs  which  accompanied  this  observa* 
tion,  and  to  the  evident  and  deep  affliction  of  his 
fair  companion,  Barham  replied  nothing ;  accord- 
ing to  the  accou»t  of  Waldek,  many  of  the  rob- 
bers were  stationed  in  that  very  wood ;  and  he 
knew  not  but  th^ t  the  branches  above  him^  and 
the  underwood  around  him,  might  conceal  some 
of  their  desperate  companions.  He  was  therefore 
fearful  of  uttering  a  word,  lest  it  should  betray 
them  to  the  quick  and  jealous  ears  of  their  ene- 
mies«  He  had  ridden  for  above  half  an  hour,  by 
this  dark  and  unfrequented  way,  the  trees  yet 
shaking  from  their  leaves  their  collected  waters^ 
sometimes  interrupting  his  path,  and  at  others, 
incumbering  his  horse's  legs^  when  he  arrived  at 
a  tolerably  clear  and  open  spot:  but  ere  he  had 
time  to  congratulate  himself  on  his  good  fortune, 
in  having  at  length  emerged  from  the  gloomy  and 
appalling  obscurity  of  that  long  and  tedious 
thicket^  he  found  himself  at  a  pointy  from  whence^ 
two  roads  or  tracks  struck  off  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, but  apparently  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
forest.  Turning  to  Bertha,  his  anxiety  was  not 
much  relieved,  at  beholding  the  oveipowering 
confusion  into  which  this  dilemma  had  thrown 
her;  once  or  twice,  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
taxing  her  with  intended   treachery,    but    the 
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deadly  paleness  and  despair  which  were  depicted 
in  hjmr  countenance,  instautly  assured  him,  that 
her  ignorance  or  foi^etfolness  was  the  result  oaly 
of  sud  d  en  terror. 

Animated  by  their  Common  danger,  aad  feel- 
ing now,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  pause,  he  deter- 
mined, at  all  hazards,  to  pursue  the.  right  hand 
way.  He  imagined  by  the  light  of  the  stars,  that 
now  first  began  to  appear  as  the  storm  subsided, 
it  could  not  be  much  past  midnight ;  were  they 
to  wait  for  the  return  of  day,  and  stop  in  Uiat  in- 
hospitable spot,  he  felt  they  were  in  the  same 
danger  of  a  discovery,  by  the  jrobbers,  as  they 
should  be,  by  endeavonng  in  the  mean  time  to 
escape  from  Uie  forest ;  and  that  if,  after  delaying 
till  daylight,  they  should  still  be  so  unfortunate 
as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  ruffians,  he  would 
experience  the  bitter  misery  of  knowing  that  his 
own  fears  and  indecisioo,  had  sacrificed  the  lives 
of  both  of  them.  With  all  the  speed  then,  %vhich 
a  jaded  animal  coul<t  make,  they  proceeded,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  they  perceived,  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, three  lights;  scarcely  visible  indeed; — 
but  only  remarkable  to,  or  likely  to  attract  the 
notice  of,  a  common  eye,  (beyond  tlie  feeling  of 
pleasure  which  any  signs  of  human  society  excite, 
in  desolate  and  dreary  situations ;)  by  reason  of 
their  being  disposed  in  a  triangular  position. 
Barham  could  not  help  remarking  this  singular 
circumstance  to  the  affrighted  fiertha,  although 
be  knew  she  was,  at  thet  moment,  preferring  l^r 
prayers  to  Heaven,  for  their  escape.  No  s*'  "  "" 
had  be  made  the  observation,  than  clip 
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"him'  wilh  convalsiye  eagerness^  and  with  a  man- 
ner of  the  wildest  alarm  and  horror,  she  ejacu- 
lated, *^  Mother  of  God/  it  is  the  troop ;  it  is  in- 
deed the  murderous  signal,  that  allures  the  tta- 
veller  to  bis  horrible  fatel  All^  all  is  lost!  and 
the  repentant,  wretched  Bertha,  only  tastes  one 
moment,  the  breeze  of  hope  and  liberty,  ere  siie 
sinks  into  an  ubpitied  grave/upon  which  infamy 
shall  sit  for  ever  !'* 

The  feelings  of  Barham  were  wrung  to  agony 
by  the  mournful  and  pathetic  tone  of  her  myste- 
rious sorrows,  and  hastily  dismounting^  he  lifted 
her  from  the  saddle,  entreating  her  to  be  com- 
posed, endeavoring  to  reassure  her  drooping 
spirits,  and  swearing  solemnly  to  lay  down  his 
life  in  her  defence.  As  soon  as  he  had  succeeded 
in  calming  her  agitated  bosom^  he  instantly  con- 
ceived one  of  those  wild  and  extraordinary  pro- 
jects, in  which  he  was  for  ever  engaged,  and 
which  gave  a  color  to  the  events  of  his  whole  life. 
And  yet  if  the  reader  will  but  consider  the  pe^ 
cuiiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  at  that  in- 
stant involved,  he  may  perhaps  find  that  the  act 
we  are  now  to  record,  was  groundless^  neitlier 
upon  a  principle  of  reasdn,  nor  a  principle  of  ne* 
cessity.  For, — to  go  hack  would  have  been  cer- 
tain destruction  ; — to  proceed  in  the  same  course 
Would  have  been  to  rush  upon  death  ; — one  only 
chance  therefore^  was  left  them,  and  that  a  most 
precarious  one,  of  escaping  unmolested  from  the 
forest.  That  was^  to  have  gone  back  to  thai 
point,  at  which  the  two  roads  diverged  from  each 
Other ;  and  to  have  taken  the  left  road^  which 
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of  the  nighty  their  fatigues  of  mind  and  body, 
their  impatience  to  clear  the  forest^  t^eir  reluc- 
tance to  rettam,  their  es^eraess  to  get  forward — 
tliey  were  totally  unacquainted  with  the  extent 
or  termination  of  th^t  other  road ;  they  knew  not 
whether  it  would  lead  them  from  danger,  pr  con- 
duct them  into  safety.    Barham  at 'once  deter- 
mined that  he  would  leave  the  unfortunate  Ber- 
tha and  the  weary  horse,  in  the  very  place  at 
which  they  had  dismounted ;  while  he  himself, 
vHth  no  otiier  arms  but  the  pistol  which  he  had^ 
wirested  from  Waldek,  would  set  forward  can- 
tiously  on  foot^  and  endeavor^  unperceiyed^  to 
get  so  near  the  robbers,  that  he  might  m^ke 
himself   acquainted'  with    their    numbers,    but 
chiefly  that  he  might  ascertain  whether  they  had 
any  other  party  in  the  wood.     Upon  discovering 
tbis^  he  proposed  to  himself  to  return  to  Bertha^ 
taking  every  possible  precaution  against  being. 
surproed  ;  and  putting  her  upon  its  back,  to  lead 
the  horse  himself,  until  they  got  upon  the  plains 
which  lay^  between  the  opposite  side  of  the  forest, 
and '  the  town  of  Wemar      Bertha  was  iiicon- 
solable  at  hearing  his  darings  resolution ;  bitterly 
she   reproached  herself,    with  having  been  the 
means  of  exposing  the  man  who  had  already  res- 
cued her  'firom  an  abbdie  of  guilt  and  murder^  and 
despair^^a  second  tinie  to  inevitable  annihilation ;  * 
in  '^ain  she  ^protested  that  she  valued  not  her  own 
life,  since  an  offended  heaven  appeared  deter- 
jnioed  that  she  should  suffer  the  infliction  of 
punishment  it  had  decreed  ; — or  upon  heir  Jcnr 
s  _      B  b 


implored  him  to  retarn,  at  any  rate' t^  l^av^  her 
to  her  fat6»  and  provide  for  bis  own  saff^y,  ere 
yet  it  was  too  late*  Barbam  eodeavoired  to  oon* 
vince  her  that  the  danger  was  iafiokely  less  than 
she  appeared  to  appineheud ;  that  they  had  al- 
ready survived  the  most  terrifying  danger^  apd 
that  the  discovery  of  the  light  w:aa  a  circno^steace 
particularly  fortunate ;  as  it  not  oply  gave  them 
timely  warning  of  the  peril  they  might  otbernase 
have  had  no  knowledge  oC  but  would  now  alRvd 
them^  as  he  trusted,  the  meajMof  anfe  wd  speedy 
escape.  His  reasoningSi  in  some  measure,  at 
length  jitrevailed :  and  Bertha,  with  an  i^pear* 
ance  of  fortitude  aod  conidence  which  she  did 
not  feeU  assured  him  that  ahe  wonld  await  his  re- 
tucD  with  composure^  aad  wi(3i  hope. 

fiarham  now  left  her^  and  ran  forward  wtfh  the 
nlmoat  i^eed,  in  the  direction  of  the  ligblSt  -till 
he  apprehended  that  it  would  be  more  -pnident  to 
proceed  slowly  and  silently.  Acoordmgly  he 
stmck  into  the  woods,  which  lay  ooa  either  aide 
)iis  path;  and  ignorant  as  he  was,  of  the  |ttts  or 
mines^  or  bogs,  that  mpght  he  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  road  he  had  just  quitted,  lie 
resolved  to  reach  the  qnartera  of  the  rohjbers,  1^ 
an  untrodden  and  circuitous  voute,  through  ti^ 
unknown  maaes  of  the  forest.  After  scrambtiog 
for  nearly  an  kour  through  the  intricate  contex- 
ture of  young  saplings,  brush-wood,  decayed  and 
felled  trees,  he  found  :tfaat  be  waa  within  an  hun- 
dred paces  of  the  lights.  Between  him  h^inever, 
and  a  party  of  the  Bnffians,  who  stood  ttmaA 
^em,  lofty  eaks  imd  firs  mtervened;  and  the 


darknem  wliich  their  vti6}B  amd  interrr^avin^ 
branches  flting  around  him^  he  was  satisfied  fn  a 
moment,  most  eflbctually  sci^en  him  from  obser- 
ration.  He  was  still,  notwithstanding  at  too  re* 
moM  Ik  di^ance,  to  hear  trhat  passed  betwara 
the  half  dozen  desperadoes ;  whp,  with  their  fiices- 
turned  to  difibrent  quarters^  af^eared  to  be  ii^ 
cessantty  watching  for  the  unwary  traveller, 
whom  their  treicdherod^  beacon  fires  might  tempt* 
to  approach  their -infamous  retreats^  and  eageriy 
fTMking  **  whom  they  might  destroy."  By  de- 
gfMs,  and  availing  himself  of  the  tempestuous 
gusts  of  tnnd,  which  teverynow  and  then  bowled 
Enough  the  forest,  in  order  tlmt  his  own  motions 
m^htti^  less  audible,  Barham^  crouching  as  tow 
^s  he  coufd^  and  torn  by  the  brambles  and  briers, 
which  he  dared  not  too  hastily  displace,  finally 
ecMktriTed  to  creep  within  a  yard  or  two  of  the 
wood  fire,  round  which  thiey  stood ;  a  little  be- 
yond them^  he  descried  a  party  of  about  twenty 
^t  tiiifty,  caroasing  uiild^  a  tempomry  kind  of 
green  slied>  Which  had  been  hastily  erected  wi^ 
ihe  branched  and  trunks  of  trees^  to  protect  tSiem, 
in  «dth^  mteasure,  from  tbt§  inclemencies  of  the 
"(HMfher.  The  mien  who  appelired  t6  be  on  duty, 
i«(l«tthange<ji  but  few  words  with  each  otber ;  at 
l6Aglb,  one  of  them,  addressing  liis  nearest  com- 
fftttiibn.  a^ked  him,  '  i^hat  was  the  \ohject  of  the 
me#9&ge  M4iich  Walddt  bad  brought  from  Duval, 
t^b  hours  b^forie  ?•— **  Oh/'  replied  the  other, 
^  a  ^ood  booty,  they  say,  whiich  I)uval  has  got 
4t  (hfe  hut ;  -a  foreign  Count,  and  his^erviant,  two 
sCdut  Ml^a,  t^ld^  says ;  and  sb  Duval  car 
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to  firtck  a  hind  or  two  of  ua,  in  order  to  save  tkne 
and  trouble/*  .  - 

'^  Wbo  !iv6nt  with  him?''  rejoined  the  fiiBt 
ajpeaker:  *^  JNobody/'  to  be  sure,  *  aoBweredUie 
Mcood  ;  ''  for  how  could  we  spare  a  single  man, 
with  such  aa  expedition  on  band  as  we  have.  So 
ti^  Captain  sent  bim  back,  telling  him  the  devil 
liFas  in  it,  if  three  such  miners  as  they  weite,  could 
not  settle  two  wet,  tired  out  Austrians;  But  mark 
ye  I  he  kept  the  horse  which  Waldek  came  .Oii» 
and  H  gopd  one  it  is  too. — Waldek  was  so  ear 
raged  with  the  exchange  he  made  with .  him^ 
against  his  will,  that,  he  must  have  turned  her 
head  rounds  and  sent  her  home  here,  before. he 
got  half  tbrooglt  the  forest.  It  is  not  above  te» 
minutes  since  the  poor  mare  found  her  way  btack 
again." 

Not  a  syllable  of  this  information  waa  lost 
upon  ^arham ;  but  after  waiting  a  few  minutes, 
and  not  hearing  any  thing  relative  to  the  great 
point  which  he  wished  to  ascertain^ .  he  retii^ 
some  little  way  into  the  forest,  and  making  a 
second  circuity  advanced  again^  to  within  let  very 
few  paces  from  the  road,  at  that  point  where  it 
terminated;  the  forest  ass^umiqg  a  semiciitndar 
foim,  and  seeming  to  deny  all  further  incroach- 
ment  or  entrance.  It  was  here,  also^  thait  the 
spacious  kind  of  shed,  already  mentioped,  was 
consjtnicted ;  the  wi^lls  being  formed  by  the  trunks 
of  trees,  connected  and  held  together  by  yqung 
l>oughsand  twigs^  disposed  like. a  rude  sort  of 
lattice  work.  Having  reconnokred,  with  an  at- 
tentive eye,  the  peculiarities  of  this  situation,  and 


MIMOIBS  Ot  CABOilNK.  |80 

being  satisfied  that -no  person  was  on  the  watch, 
save;  those  whom  he  had  left  at  the  other  station, 
Barham  listened  for  a  few  moments  to  the  wild 
aad  bdisterons  mirth  which»  notwithstanding 
their  secret  and  lawless  employment,  those  who 
were  withio,  were  indulging  themselves  in.  He 
at  last  emerged  from  his  hiding  place,  and  gliding 
.with  a  noiseless  step  to  the  back  of  the  shed, 
was  easily  able,  not  jonly  to  count  the  numbers, 
but  to  examine  the  countenances,  and  overhear 
the  conversation,  of  every  individual.  For  a  little 
time,  which  to  one  in  his  dangerous  and  fearful 
situation,  appeared  an  age  of  torturing  suspense, 
that  conversation  w{us  little  more  than  an  inter- 
chain of  oaths,  boastings,  and  licentious  obserr 
vations,  such  as  might  be  expected  in  such  com- 
pany. The  men  were  all  armed,  and  flushed  with 
wine ;  and  Barham  saw,  with  a  curiosity  which 
even  the  presence  of  more  interesting  thoughts 
could  not  entirely  repress,  the  various  occupations 
of  these  midnight  plunderers. 

At  one  end  of  a  rude  and  rough  hewn  tablf^ 
over  which  a  few  ill-shapen  and  dirty  lamps  were 
suspended,  there  were  three  men  throwing  dice. 
Before  them  was  a  large  heap  of  gold  coio, 
'earned^  perhaps,  by  honest  and  successful  indus- . 
try,  ai(d  now  polluted  bj  the  touch  of  murder, 
and  the  hand  of  rapine ;  gold,  stamped  wjth  the 
widow's  curse,  watered  with  the  orphan's  tears, 
and  stained  with  the  father's  blood ;  the  first, 
'  perhaps,  had  starved,  die  second  might,  now  be 
dying, — and  the. third,  had  fallen  for  want  o^  '^ 
or  in  its  defence  i  Of  these  gamesters,  tb 
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K^hb  Wds  &boiut  ta  throw,  wu  a  young  mftn^  about 
tihe  age  of  five  and  twenty;  there  was  a  smotbelv 
ed  greatness  in  his  ^ye,  a  wildtieM  on  his  brow, 
that  reminded  Barham  of  a  fallen  sphit;  while 
IB  6iie  hand  he  shobk  the  ratdmg  dice,  the  other 
wfts  clenched  upon  the  table,  and  the  conflicting 
and  nitiltittidinons  passions  that  rushed  as  it  were 
w  wild  disorder  to  his  face^  as  hope^  CLi^gw» 
frtozy,  or  despair  predominated  in  his  bosom 
With  transient  sway ; — and  the  last  sort  of  hectic 
bfushj  the  dying  effort  of  departing  shame,  that 
mantted  bb  his  lofty  forehead  in  expiring  indig- 
ndtioiii  at  a  blasphemous  expression,  which  would  * 
escape  from  hrm  in  the  madness  of  the  moment 
-^all  mariced  him  for  a  man  whose  good  an* 
gi^l  hiaTing  left  him,  a  thousand  fiends  at  ofice 
afestiiled^  exulting  in  expected  victory  I — On  his 
\(!ft  hand  there  sat  a  thick  set  swarthy  rUfliA, 
wifli  an  expression  of  de^p-rooted  inretefate  cru- 
eliy  and  malevolence ;  his  forehead  low,  his  eye- 
brews  prominent  and  shlaggy^  and  hh  KimaH  kkd 
«nnk3en  ey^s,  looking  all  that  khavery  MA  crime 
combiAied,  could  itepart  to  mortal  glaticie.  WMle 
his  watched  the  chances  i>f  the  dye^  with  ec^^ 
and  scrutinizing  vigilance,  there  was  a  ilemoniftc 
sniiie  of  brooding  faiischief  on  his  ctttliog  (^i 
that  seemed  to  imply  he  had  the  will,  and  Would 
bieert  the  poMrer,  let  him  lose  or  win,  to  be  ^qual 
td  tbo^e  who  ^amed  with  bim.  And  thus,  whHe 
hoe  hand  was  6tk  thfe  table,  the  other,  whibh  was 
under  it,  never  for  a  moment  quitted  its  aelBUs- 
idmiid  Mends,  the  pistol  and  the  cutlass.  But  hb 
who  sat  wlidre  the  glare  of  one  of  the  lani|rii 
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£e$U  (Mi'ectly  vf^ofi,  hi^  cpunt^QWice^  was  a  fiae  ai^ 
T]|(oraQs  old  man,  upon  vhosie  wriokled  forebea<i 
aeventy  wiijute^  had  shed  their  sfiow.  ^nd  while 
with  his  sta]^  before  him,  (a  few  gold  p^ces^)  be, 
looked  on  with  ai;i  air  of  th/e  most  perfect  compfh 
sure,  apd  formed  a  dir^^t  contract  to  the  furjcf^a 
agitation  of  th^  one,  and  the  plotting  yillainy  wft 
le^  r^tless  of  tbe.other,  Barham  cc|i\siclered  with 
a  sigh,  that  bis  ancient  beard  had  groi^vn  wl^^j 
not  in  tbe  reverence  of  age,  nor  tbe.bonoi^s  of 
accumulated  years ;  bnt  had  bej^q  b^^^nched  by 
^e  contpn^wis  ajji^d  ^o^e  accustomed  vig^s  pf 
goilty  intemperajv^e  and  revelry;  ^d  that  tha 
wrinkles  Of  his  brow  ha4  probabjiy  been  l^es^  fi)r^. 
rowed  by  the  hand  pf  time^  and  thf;  guiet  decay 
of  nature,  than  by  thi^  coyc^stant  reojin^ence  of 
midnight  perils,  and  the  corroding  pangs  of  an 
unguift  mind^  and  ^  gmUy  co^ciencei  At  the 
opposite  end  of  the  table,  Bajif^m  next  attentive- 
ly observed  the  appeacanf^e  of  ^^  iiidividu^» 
wbpin  he«at  c^ce  conc^vdisd  to  be  the  Cttptain  of 
the  band.  He  was  evidently  a  m$ui.  of  birth,  am- 
bition, and  misfortune :  it  .wa^  clear,  ^t  a  single 
glance,  that  aiming  to  execute  great  designs,  ha 
had  failed,  was  disappointed,  and  hs^d  now  b^ 
come,  from  vexation,  rather  than  from  principle, 
and  from  principle  rather  tban  necessity,  the 
euemy  of  the  b^unan  ra^e.  His  arms  were  adr 
]||Ui(^d  upon  the  table,  ^4  supported  his  head ; 
an  eofurm^^  bat  or  cap,  concealing  for  the  m,o^ 
part  his  features.  Unmoved  by,  and  sypparentiy 
uqnoitieUig,  th^  ^ild  tumultno^ufness  around  him,. 
be  seeqied  lost  ip  gloomy  and  fit£ul  absence,  h- 
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lips  moved  convalsively,  but  he  spoke  not.  Then 
he  would  gaze  upon  the  tMe,  or  upon  vacan- 
cy, with  the  intense  eagerness  of  a  man  who 
expects  to  hear  from  the  mouth  of  anotlier  some 
appalling  information.  After  a  minute  or  two's 
entire  abstraction,  he  unsheathed  his  dagger 
from  his  belt,  and  reclining  his  head  upon  his 
hands,  which  grasped  the  hilt^  he  sighed  deeply 
suid  frequently ;  and  Barham  remarked^  that  af* 
ter  another  long-continued  and  vacant  stare,  the 
Captain's  eyes  became  suflused  with  tears.  This 
circumstance  appeared  to  rouse  him  from  his 
reveries ;  widi  one  hand,  pretending  to  clasp  his 

* 

forehead,  he  dashed  away  the  unwonted  mois- 
ture; and  with  the  otlier,  he  suddenly  and  forci- 
bly impelled  the  point  of  his  dagger  into  the 
table.  • 

*^  'S  death,"  abruptly  said  he,  ''  we  shall  stay ' 
here  till  we  become  women.  What  say  you, 
comrades?  Do  you  not  bum  to  be  in  action? 
Does  not  this  repose  fill  one's  mind  with  gloomy 
thoughts,  and  with  distracting  cares  ?  True  mirth, 
after  all,  consists  in  war, — true  joy  in  furious 
battle.  How  long,  think  ye,  before  we  are  on 
the  road  to  Hanover?' 

*'  I  care  not,"  exclaimed  one  of  the  banditti, 
**  for  my  part,  how  450on  we  are  off.  A  prince 
for  our  prisoner,  a  certain  sum  of  gold  for  our 
trouble,  and  pretty  women  for  our  booty,  might 
tempt  the  most  sluggish  soul  among  us  to  take 
the  field  instantly .'' 

**  Ha  !'*  said  another,    "  but    remember  we 
ave  got  to  cross  the  forest  yet^  to   see  what 
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BwtaA   atul   Waidek   have   done;   you.  fyvg^ 

tiatr 

^^  I  greadjr  fear,"  i^eplied  tbe  Captajti,  baafiitg: 
aa  iavoluotary  sigh,  '*  that  we  need  not  -  tvoabla 
oarodves.  The  one  1  knoW  to  be  blood -thirfityv 
the  oth^r  1  sufipeot  to  be  a  traitor, — ^and  aa  for 
Rosenkr^z^  he  is  so  entirely  at  their  devotioo*, 
that  whateirer  they  desire,  he  will  do ;  and  there- 
fore, between  the  three,  no  doubt  the  strangers 
are  faMguertted  by  tlua  time/'  i 

A  feUoW  who  sat  in  the  comer,  bUrs|  into .  a 
kuid  and  fiendish  laagb^  e9c<ilainiing»  ^^  3y  the 
inasa!  I  like  those  felloWs^  theyigo  the  pix>pMe)r 
way  to  W0ric,  and  do  tbeir  Uusiiiesa  well."' 

'<CoBtte.r'  lifaid  another,  /'what- think  you^ 
Waldefc's  want. of  ^udgmtot,  in.  riding  4»,iheie 
craigs  here,  fail  bpeed,  upon  one  of  the  A^iatrlan'a 
^Mses;  our  Captaip,  though  I  gety  it,  is  the  very 
^evil  for  06izing  hcands ;  and  1  dave  say^  by  this 
linie  .Waldak  has  'foiuMl  out  hoM^.  well,  he  can 
jnidge  beiwdeB  an  aid  haclc,  and  a.  capital  iSm 
-chatter.''''  '..• 

.  f  *  iAye/  i|iteit»06ed  the  Ci^tltiu^  **  by  <he  byie, 
hbvndid  .j^on  pifovide  fbn  the  beaat^;  .Walinar?"  . 
.  ff  JfBsbiBg  weU»  C^fftmn^^  Miswwed  :a  mapi^ 
^who  aat  twith  bia  back  iwmediatcAy  befbne  Bfilt- 
ham^  '^;Ii)duAd)biai  tO;  tbeo^d  illurf^b;  by  ifehe  lifeAe 
rivi|let  yQMhAr,'!{f  o^ntiiigtO  the  diitectiiimlnwbkh 
itlay^,  *'  I  ^feaay  you  will  find  hiui  tltere^  Witna 
ifa^Hrl  KinlTi  oi!  the  Fire  Hing>  baa  run  away 
with  himr'  Aahe  uttered  these  words  he  looked 
"irifth  .^  flSgttideant  grin  at  a  gaunt  ruffian,  wh0  $at 
oyer  against  hjun,  audi  who  invnedifttely  hep 
•  c  c 
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cwwing'  kimnelf,  with  great  earneslneiv  ttd  d«ro- 
Uon.  Wheu  he.  had  coDcladed  thie  cemkUMiy, 
k^  n^iedi  with  a  Tiiidictive  scowl,  but  m  a  d^ep: 
sott-eif'  ^^hbper^  and  looking  fearfnlly  round  fakli, 
''  When  you  have  faced  the  Brl  King,  Wrimar, 
you  will  be  cautioaa  how  you  jest  opon  the  enbi* 
ject ;  when  the  Captain  leads  us .  zfakmt  the 
Duke's  guards,  I  trust  that  the  eveat  wtHfrtove 
1  neter  quailed  beneath  a  mortal^  arm." 

The  two  last  speakers^  iiritatcid  at  eaolMther^s 
taunting  observations,  began  to  esEchaqge  high 
werds^  and  the  whole  of  the  ruAans,  imt^^iiing 
in  the  quaitel,  some  siding  with  one  party,  uid 
some  with  the  other,  the  iqproar  became  general ; 
«h6  noise  of  the  fray  attracting  the  Uttmtion  of 
the  on^posts^  they  left  their  quarters,  aaid  mihed 
to4he«pet,  unbidden  guests.  The  Captain  tiow 
rose,  ai^  eatchiag  up  his  pistols^  vw^eiwled, 
*' Silencer  with  angry,  but  unaraUing  perse- 
Teraaee.<^Barham  saw  that  the  moment  was  now 
come;  the  incrteskig  tumult '«id  confbaion  wottU 
unquestionably  favor  his  escape,  unless,  in  the 
violence  of  the  fray>  some  of  the  party  Aould 
rush  out  of  the  died  to  settle  their  dispotn.ia 
0pen  air^---not  an  instant  was  to  be  lost»  and 
^keiteiote,  with  die  same  creqiing  sile&oe»  he 
^U^'  fitotti  his  Uding  place»  crossed  the  road, 
and  gaueid  the  outskirts  of  the  fsMrt,  m^ier- 
ceived^  <kily  intent  upon  avoiding  eVen  An 
chance  <of  iitrpvine,  he  continued  to  pinngeicfeeper 
Into  its  increasing  aad  almost  in^pKrvidttinhaAes. 
At  lak,  Gondudhig  himself  to, be  oni'bfliie  reach 
of  danger,  he  set  4boiit  n^tiumaig '  iilto  tl|e  hi^ 


rv^p  by  Ibe  ciffcinto«B  ccHite^  wbicb  h%  httd  de- 
MimiMd  toacb^.  But  tre  he  be(d  pi^ceeded  » 
turn  pMiw»  be.  {(Gmnd  hmaril  up  0  bui  J^Aees  ip. 
MMlir^  '  Tbe  tbickness  of  the  trees  prevteted  him 
fNati  ^woertaioing  the.  nature  of  the  9pot,  bui'  b^ 
distiiiatl j  beafd  the  monnurilig  of  the  water,  and 
th^m^  vincfa  it  «aade  in  rolling  ofer  ita  pebbly 
bed,  onthiidd  iMi  that  the  depth  was  trifling ; 
Tmitari^g  to  prooecfd,  another  step  or  two  broiig^t 
him  t#^|he  olbw  bank.  Rejoiced  at  thiis  eaca-^ 
piag  iro^  a  danger  which  he  at  first  si^^fiwed  to 
be  imminMit,  he  pursued  his  way  with  spirita 
attd-  fieet  equally  light  and  jayons,  and  bad  the 
pleasure  of  flnding  himself  io  a  part  of  the  forest 
more  open  than  that  which  he  bad  left.  Hap^ 
peBug  to  look  round  him,  in  ord#r  ta  asoertjs^i^ 
at  what  distance  be  had  left  the  roUMpr's  sta^on^ 
and.io  judge  how  far  he  n^bt  be  from  the  ro^s 
the  reader  x^ait  better  imagine  than  we  cjan  pour- 
tray,  his  joyful  sorpriae,  upon  bdidding  Otbo, 
fail  finrorite  ebafe^sr,  attecbi^d  by  a  rope  to  a 
larch  4t)se ;  the  pllKe  exactly  aaaw^ag  the  de- 
aciiptioA'wbichJiebad  4<>  ac^idjeutally  ai)d  upde* 
sigaedlgr  beatd  firom.tbe  robbcnr. 
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.  Yi^p  b^F^  9keadjr  meptioned  th«  mciaioriaJble 
MJlfif  whicl^  .was  yrriken  by  ithe  Duke  <>f  Wolfea- 
a^  to  tl^  &ing  pf  P ,  in  the  year  1 7f 


rOa  THE  llOYAL  WAHBOm  f  OR« 

Without  feleiting  our  madcm  more  pikrtkiiUrijr 
to  tlmt  titate-document,  H  is  ^oActeiit  for  our 
purpose  to  observe,  that  <fce  Duke  remonstrated, 
with  matily  and  becoroing  freedom^  upoa  the  pier 
po8terou&  conduct  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns.    The 
j)uke  in  that  epistle  tendered  his  vcisigiaition^ 
which  was  accepted ;  and  the  pru^ected:  mnt- 
riageof  his  Dtaughter,  tiie  he^^tdd  ioierest  of 
His  tet^ori'es,  and  the  near  approaieh  of  hostile 
arttti^s,  claiming  his  iastant  presenile  at  B-^k» 
he  notified'  to  his  numerous  suite,  that  upon  a 
certain  day  he  should  set  out  upon  his  home- 
ward journey.    It  will  he  remembered,  that-the 
political  directors  of  the  affairs  and  couneila  ef 
FHtnce  at  tliat  period^  were  men  neither  of  puhdic 
pridciplef  nbf  of  private  virtue;    Having  propqaed 
to  thiemselv^^  tiie  attainment  ofany^nd,  they 
car^d  not  by  what  meaxis  it  was  accoinplkdied ; 
and  they  who  acted  under  iuithoritjr.d^elegated 
fhom  thdse  infdividuals  exoeedied/  in  ti|6.flkgia^ 
enornifHy  of  ^  th^ir  prihci(iles  aad'  .iheir  umalujQt^ 
theii*  guilty  iha^ters.     It  was  thi^sr  that^offlcelviAf 
the  highissCrailk  in  the  ilevolutioiiary  Anhy^  .Irat 
more  especially  oficers  of  an  iufemr  liaiik,  act- 
ing under  a  temporary  but  extended  commission, 
countenanced,  by  their  tacit  approbation  at  least, 
the  most  unprincipled  and  insidious  modes  of 
warfare  upon  their  enemies. 

The  resolution'  of  the  Ittdke,  whom  the  ill- 
advised  manifesto  of  1792  had  rendered  through- 
out all  F —  an  object  of  popular  hatred  and  sus- 
picion, was  speedily  made  inown  to  a  General 
Brionet,  commanding  an  Army  of  Division  wMch 


occupied  the  country  round  Gobi — ^tz,  by  seme 
deserters  from  the  Allied  Army.     One  of  tbes^ 
happeiaed  to  Bave  beea  formerly  connected  with 
a  gaiig  of  robbera,  ^who  had  for  some  years  in- 
fested the  forest  of  Leuaren ;  and  tempted  by 
the  offer  of  a  large  reward^  which  the  Reifolu- 
tionary  General  indirectly  proposed,  he  agreed 
that  he. would  e&dearoc  to  incite  the  rest  of  the 
gang  (if  it  still  exi:>ted)  to  lea^e  the  recedes  of 
the  forest ;  luid, .  as  it  was  understood  that  the 
Dttke  intended  to  make  some  stay  in  Hauover 
before  he  finally  returned  to  WoIfen$£ein»  |o  in^ 
dttce  them  t6  advasioe  upon  that  rbad,  and  by 
a  hold  and  feseliite  attempt^  secure  his  person 
or  take  away  his  hie.    This  daring  traitor  wa^ 
naiQed  Duval-,  and  staking  a  fit' opfiortunity, .  be 
made  the  best  haste  he  cottld  to  the  Duke's  doi- 
wihioaa.     Bat  in  ^passing  through  Ultzenj   tht 
tenptation    of  au:  infirm  Haadiurgh  m)^1K)^ikt 
MFas  more  than  he  coald  withstand  ;-*^ — *he  was 
olone^  and  Ihtte  was  a  .bulkkieBS.in  the  port^ 
manteav  whioh  he  carried  behind  him^  which 
Duval  thought  nright  be  mcuih  more  oanvenieiitly 
faoihie  by  bio^self,  thmi  fay  the  horse  which  the 
merehant  rode.    Time  being  extremely  preetnus 
to  Hbb  iionest  emissary  and  deserter,  he  made  It 
Tcry  somsriafy-  bu|ikieM  of  cbraggiag  the  Ham- 
bmi^er  fixua  his;  saddle^  aad  secufikkg  the  pprt- 
Lu  lindto  Us  .owii4}are:>  but,  in  tb^.aiDit  «f 
itmg  to  cat:  the  olA  gentleman's  throfit, 
wane  effieims  toiWasBMB^f  Ultiaeii  were.sO  uilrQ%- 
isotaaMa as toiatrirfare^. audi  huCviog vescri^  the 
matcfafint,  tbey  peaceeded  to  .aeiae  Dava),  wh^m 
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Hiey  took  before  tlie  mayw.  The  d< 
maoaging  to  tramp  «p  a  very  pbMsible  lale  of  his 
owa  distr«38^  to  which  be  attributed  bii  raab  and 
desperate  act,  as  he  called  it,  aoiae  of  the  prin* 
oipal  perBons.  pmsest  foolishly  interceded  to  ob- 
tain biB  pardoo;  and  the  old  man  himself,  rejoiced 
at  so  unexpeoted  a .  deliv«aiice,  joined  in  the 
prayer  for  Ma  release ;  w|iioh  the  sagacious  mar 
gistarate  at  leiigth  reluctantly^  granted,  although 
he  pretty  well  saw  through  the  flimay  disguise  of 
the  guilty  hypocrite.  The  sentence  of  death, 
therefore,  which  otherwise  would  have  beea  iner- 
itiAly  passed  upon  the  depraved  deserter,  was 
commuted  by  the  Mayor,  into  a  sentence  of  two 
months'  imprisoam^it*  Dimng  a  seolosia&  of 
two  months  within  the  walls  of  a  sol^«Liy  j«l,  it 
might  besui^iosed  that  Dttvsd  *would  have  found 
leisure  for  repentance;  but  «in  tnth,  the  only 
iiegret  Ae  felt,  arose  from  lihe  unfortunate  ctrdum* 
etance  which  had  prevented  the  eauqrietion  of 
bis<  crime.  It  has  been  said,  that  die  camnNUiir 
cMion  of  ^norant  with  ewil  men  has  gensndly  a 
tendency tomake  ihoee.evil,  who  before  were 
oiily  igdarant.  Withe!i«t  attempting  to  sprowlidif 
"upon  tbe  poasible  goodoesa  of  a  jailor,  it  nmy  be 
better  to  state  the  sim{^  foot;  that  he,  who  had 
Hbe  curtody  of  Duval,  had  been  alwnys  reckoaad 
a  quiet  inoflbuMve  man  r  but  in  less  tiban  a  OMnth 
after  the  arrival  of  Ida  new  nmatB  he  wsIb  in* 
duced,  either  by  his  money,  by  his  peoransmm, 
or  by  his  artifices,  to  beoeme  the  ^duuandieas.ac* 
conq^lce  of  an  abandoned  iwe^ner,  and  atMHar 
^o  hk  6wn  country.    He  conecfited  to  foirward 
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tiMi  letlew  of  .Bnval,  ^addlresMd  to  ibe  Fr^cb 
Gmmrftl  IMaukL,  aJibo^lx  hfi  ww  UmmV  ffc- 
ipkaintsfd,  m  a  great  nieh8iire»  with  th^ir  invpitous 
coQteiita;  tti' k  iAer#ftTdfi  iifipeaiied  &at  tlie  wily 
^idMAfer  had  airailed  himadbTof  that  sileni^,  soli- 
tttde>  mA  laisore,  which  s^e  generally  fHeodly  to 
neditatiiftiii  and.  repentaace,  to  mature  the  pur^ 
|»otiea.ef  his  guilt,  and  to  catd|iiete  the  scheme  in 
all  its  beanogs,  which  had  been  merely  alluded 
to,  as  it  might  be  sitid/  in  his  conferences  with 
the  Revohtitonary  Commander.  Before  the' ex- 
pHration  of  two  moiiths^ — ^from  the  strong  and 
irlMmy  prison  of  UltseO)  barricadoed,  t^arred, 
watchadrand  gailrded  by  a,  whole  troop  of  senti* 
4Msfai^  aeltcted  for  this  duty  by  reason  of  thehr-eii;- 
Uraofllii^iaii  vigiliuAe,  Du!val>  loaded  with  irons^ 
Aao0|««l'<»ie  -night  to.  tS^t  his  escape.  AU 
Hattoyeriilas  amazi^;  atad;  there  /was  no^  one 
•laitt;  dimiii^tpttt  tkt  £lect6r*s  whole  dominions 
wh#.iitd'ftot€Miceiw<lu$.  disappearance  to  be  an 
inexplicable  mystery  g  not  one^  who  was  not  en> 
rarely' at«  4  loss  to  accoant  for  his  abrupt  depar- 
tnge;*L^*>»'>'  except  the  jailor. ,  Duval  ilost  no 
'tiaii'iikit^ffaoftmg  faii'eaoape  into  the  territiDries  of 
iiOMdbifgti^  add  haifilig  taken  up  bis  reaiddnea 
atfi«H^Mt^ke«oQii:aaeertilm^  that  die  ban^ 
0{  wfaieh  liarliaid  ^beestjifenneilir  a  compani<^n,  was 
not  only  Hm  extateilcey.  bkit  >in  %  teore  ftoqiikhlOg 
fltaieitiiaft  evisr t  tftat  tbay  were  command^  hf  4 
new  captain,  whose  name  they  ^(Mild  ii^^t  ayoor^ 
ftilin ;  thilt  llieir  stirong  holds  were  in  the  foreste 
<^  LiaoareQ ;  and  that  since  the  breaking  out 
the;  French  struggle,  they  had  laid  no  i 


* 

siderable  portioii  e(  Oermaiiy  undeir  cantf ibutimi 
with  perfect  impunity.  AHbiMgh  lie  iad  ttsonied 
another  name,  and  lired  in  diiguiiieL  lipdn.  thjft 
islender  means  which  he  had  bM&)abtd  toYeserva 
6ut  of  the  earnest  ^  those  wagea  tlmt  the  F^vaeh 
Qeoerai  bad  stipulated  to  pay  him  in  fetom  for 
his  projected  villamy,  he  found  tliat  tha  noiae  of 
his   unfortunate  aflbir  in  Ultzen  had  pKcedad 
him  wherever  he  went;  this  was  aaaddltioiai 
reason  for  his  allowing^  no  delay  in  comniunicating 
with  the  Captain  of  the  Lenaren  robbers*    It  was 
speedily  agreed  between  tbeiDy  that/ as  m  great 
part  of  their  lawless  revenue  was  derived  finmi  a 
litystem  of  treachery,  which  they  practiaed  to- 
wards the  passing  traveller,  in  order  tha  midre 
effectuiBilIy  to  secure  him  for  their  victim;  0aval 
should  occupy  a  mined  hut,  upon  the-  bbrdem  af 
the  forest^  which  had  been  v  some  Ikaa  ia  the 
possession  of  Waldek,  and  iiad,.'Upcm.aiaaijrac^ 
casionS)  suocessftilly  decoyed  aM&y  ait  uawaiy^ 
individual  to  his  destracttom        /     ' 

it  was  in  this  cottage  that  the  canbli^aB  jea^ 
'counter  ensu^d^  related  in  o^9  laat  Chapter ;  hat 
as  <^e  history  of  Bertha  would  :to9  itodiiufciiBH) 
with  the  main  features  of  oar  M«niair»  at-preasrit 
^«  shall  defer  the  sketch  of  iierevantftd'lifeyibU 
ft  will  be  our  duty  to  present  to  tlM  reader,'  to  a 
Ibture  opportunity ;  and  we  haMen^  diefjifbre^  to 
proceed  with  the  narrativef^  which  is  raaullieAia 
the  next  Section.  i  - 
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Colonel  Barham^  or  the  Cojont  Caraffa,  h^ 
too  great  a  regard  for  poor  Otho,  to  permit  him 
to  remain  iii  so  expoMd  and  inclement  a  situa* 
tion ;  iior  dkl  we  ever  hear  that  be  felt  much 
compunction  at  riding  off,  certainly  in  the  odoat 
private  and  secret  mamier^  with  aa  animal  which 
iie  had  so  i-ecently  considered  to  be  his  own 
property y. and  which  be  was  now  equally  unwill- 
ing that  the  robbers  should  call  .their's.  As  for 
Otho,  the  surprize  on  his  part  seemed  to  be 
ec|aally  great  and  pleasing;  and  unable  as  he 
was  to  compliment  his  master,  pica  voce,  upon 
their  mutual  ^ood  fortune^  he  manifested  his 
extraordinary  satisfaction  by  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  bore  the  Colonel  out  of  the  wood,  and 
so  to  the  spot  where  poor  Bertha  sat,  expecting 
his  return.  When  she  heard  the  trampling  of 
the  horses'  hoofs^  she  once  more  concluded  that 
all  was  lost^and  waROnce  more  deceived.  Her 
spirits,  however,  during  the  interval  of  Barham's 
absence,  which  was  a  long  one,  had  almost  en- 
titely  foiled  her  ;  and  she  testified  her  joy  upon 
discpvering  that  the  supposed  robber  was  indeed 
her  deliverer^  by  uttering  a  faint  and  involuntary^ 
scream.  ■■' - 

After  a  few  hasty  explanation^ 

D  d 
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his  fair^^ompanion  began  their  unknown  journey ; 
and  both  Otho  and  the  animal  which  had  once 
been  Leopold'^,  appeared  to  be  conscious  of  the 
necessity  they  were  under  to  exert  their  utmost 
speed.     For  some  time  they  rode  through  a  long 
and  entangled  avenue,  of  whose  termination  nei- 
ther  Barham  nor  Bertha  was  in  the  slightest, 
degree  informed.     But  it  was  now  between  four 
and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  the  return- 
ing, light,  the  freshness  of  the  brecKCy  and  the 
f  aried  melody  of  the  forest  birds,  inspired  them 
with  hope,   confidence,   and  animation.      They 
continued  to  penetrate  more  deeply  into  the  re- 
cesses of  the  forest^   and  only  retarded  their 
speed  by  their  humane  consideration  for  the 
wearied  horses.    At  length  they  emerged  sud- 
denly and  at  once,  as  if  they  had  gone  firom  night 
into  day^  without  any  intervening  twilight,  from 
the  sombre  forest,  and  the  plains  of  Wemar 
saluted  their  delighted  eyes.     Before  they  could 
well    interchange    their  hasty   congratulations, 
Barham,  turning  to  gaze  upon  the  rising  wxt, 
distinctly  saw  upon  the  hills  which  bounded  the^ 
eastern  side  of  the  plain  a  cavalcade  of  some  fifty 
or  sixty  horsemen  slowly  winding  through  the 
numerous  defiles.    Their  dress  appeared  to  be 
that  of  farmers^  travelling  from  one  tenitory  to 
another;  they  were  armed,  but  that  was  a  cir< 
cnmstance,  from  the  disturbed  state*,  of  all  Ger- 
many, by  no  means  likely  to  excite  a  contrary 
'  suspicion^  since  those  engaged  in  the  n(H>st  innor 
cent  professions   were  compelled  at  all   times 
to  carry  with  them  the  means  of  defence. 
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Bertha  and  the  Colonel  were  immediately  con- 
vinced that  this  was  no  other  than  th^  band  of 
robbers  from  whom  they  had  so  narrowly  esca<^ 
ped.  The  man  who  rode  last,  appeared  to  be 
keeping'  a  strict  look  out;  and  they  directly 
concluded^  with  great  reason,  that  they  them- 
selves were  the  objects  of  this  vigilance;  luckily, 
their  position  was  screened  from  observation,  by 
a  projecting  angle  of  the  forest;  whicb^  while 
it  prevented  those  who  might  be  on  the  heights, 
from  perceiving  this  part  of  the  plain^  did  not 
hinder  those  who  were  on  the  plain,  from  sur-* 
veying  the  whole  range  of  eastern  heights.  Our 
travellers  were  confirmed  in  their  supposition, 
by  observing  that  after  carefully  continuing  their 
progress  in  file^  towards  a  part  pf  the  hills,  wherSe 
the  different  roads  crossed  each  other,  the  troop 
assembled  in  a  body,  and  continued  for  two  or 
three  minutes^  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  listening 
to  some  add;ess  from  their  o^er;  they  the^ 
divided;  and  every  man  of  them,  as  he  disap- 
peared among  the  heights^  seemed  to  pursue' a 
different,  and  separate  path. 

A  much  longer  time  than  was  either  convenient 
or  pleasant^  to  persons  placed  in  a  situation  so 
distressing,  as  the  Colonel  and  Bertha  were, 
elapsed,  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  gates  of 
Wemar;  but  the  horse  upon  which  Bertha  rode 
was  jaded  almost  to  death;  and  although  sho 
very  well  knew,  how  possible  it  was,  that  some 
of  the  troop,  who  had  so  recently  dispersed^ 
might  at  that  moment  be  gaining  upon  them,  she 
found  herself  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  rapidity 


204  THS  BDYAL  WANDBRI&i  OR, 

of  Otho.  •  By  one  of  those  intOBBiiitencies, 
which  are  implanted  ia  our  nature/  it  ham^oned 
to  fiertba  that  in  propoition  as  her  heart  ha4 
expanded  with  delight  at  their  egress  froiq  the 
forest^  so  it  sank  within  her^  as  she  saw  the 
glittering  steeple  of  Wemar,  the  ramparts^  and 
each  weU-remembered  object  of  her  native  town, 
rising  in  quick  succession^  upon  her  view.  But, 
she  felt  that  with  every  step,  she  approached 
more  nearly  the  door  of  an  injured  father,  the 
iarms  of  an  afflicted  family!    At  last  she  dis- 

• 

mounted,  at  some  little  distance  from  the  gates ; 
and  solemnly  conjuring  Barhara,  neither  to  fol- 
low, nor  to  observe  her,  she  entered  the  town. 
Soon  after^  the  Colonel,  took  up  his  abode  at  an 

.  hotels  kept  by  a  Madame  Polignac,  a  French 
lady  of  quality.  Having  been  to  see  the  horses 
put  up,  fed,   and  refreshed,  after  the  extreme 

'  fetigue  they  had  endured,  he  had  reason  to 
acknowledge  the  forbearance  or  carelessness  of 
the  robbers,  who  had  left  untouched  a  heavy 
purse  of  crowns,  which  was  deposited  in  a  part 
of  the  baggage  that.  Leopold  had  attached  to 
his  saddle.  The  lady  we  speak  of^  was  that 
very  sort  of  person,  whom  Barham  virished  to 
find;  a  communicative  old  dowager,  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  whole  college  of  German 
princes,  and  particularly  so,  with  the  Duke  of 
*  Wolfenstein.  By  her,  the  Colonel  was  informed 
of  every  particular,  relative  to  his  Highnesses 
approaching  return  to  his  hereditary  dominions ; 
of  the  intended  illustrious  union,  between  a  great 
foreign  Prince  and  Caroline,  and,  of  the  exist- 
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iag^tftta^  aod  persons  of  the  Court  of  Wolfeastein. 
Bvham'did  not  long  rem^m  at'Wfemai»;  butwitlt 
all  possible  dispatch  depairte^.foip  Her — nh — sei);^ 
there  he  immediately  communicated  with  the 
principal  authorities  of  the  place,  and  they  a^eed 
to  place  under  his  directions^  six  select  and  well 
appointed  dragoons,  upon  whose  fidelity^  and 
courage,  they  placed  the  most  implicit  reliance. 
Two  or  three  evenings  successively,  the  Coloniel 
continued  to  watch,  and  to  wait  for  the  Duke's 
return  from  Gobi — tz,  which  had  now  been  pro** 
crastinated'  much  beyond  the  time  first  ap- 
pointed. 

At  last,  being  satisfied  upon  authority  which 
he  cou\d  not  doubt;  that  the  Duke  had  really 
quitted  Oobl — tz,  and  was  now  rapidly  hastening 
to  tianover,  he  took  up  bis  position,  upon  the 
skirts  of  pne  of  those  extensive  woods  in  its 
vicinity,  that  have  always  been  so  greatly  admi- 
red by  travellers.  Upon  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  on  which  he  had  addpted  this  determination^ 
himself  and  his  party  were  all  at  their  several 
posts;  and  a  little  after  dusk,  they  heard  the 
so.und  of  horsemen  approaching;  they  did  not 
seem  to  be  very  well  mounted,  nor  were  they 
proceeding  at  a  very  rapid  pace.  When  they 
came  up,  Barham  instantly  recognized  the  voices 
of  the  Duke  and  of  Marshal  R — mb — u ;  they 
were  followed  by  only  twelve  attendants;  and 
while  Barham  was  yet  undecided  whether  or  no 
to  accost  his  Highness,  and  inform  him  6f  his 
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^anger^.  a  shrill  thistle  sounded  from  one  side 
of  the  road,  which,  in  half  a  second  was  answer- 
ed by  another  of  equal  loudness  and  duration, 
from  the  opposite  side,  but  evidently  from  a  part 
considerably  above  the  position  occupied  by 
Barham,  who  thus  found  himself  enclosed,  as  it 
were,  between  two  fires.  From  this  alarming 
situation,  the  precipitate  conduct  of  the  robbers 
alone,  could  have  extricated  him ;,  and  accord- 
ingly, upon  one  of  them  repeating  the  appointed 
signal — '*  'Tis  he," — those  who  were  below  Bar- 
ham,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  dashed  out  of  the 
wood  and  commenced  a  furious  attack  upon  the 
,  Duke's  suite,  and  in  the  same  moment,  the  party 
above  him,  rode  off  at  full  gallop  to  the  assist- 
ance of  their  comrades.  The  darkness  of  the 
night  which  was  fast  increasing,  prerented  their 
force  from  being  ascertained ;  but  supposing 
them  together  to  amount  to  the  numbers  Bar* 
ham  had  counted  a  few  days  before  upon  the 
heights,  he  concluded  that  there  were  upwards 
of  twenty  in  this  latter  reinforcement.  No  time 
was  to  be  lost,  and  Barham  commenced  his 
operations  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  intrt 
pidity. 

By  his  desire,  those  who  accompanied  him 
came  all  of  them  provided  with  flambeaux, 
which  proved  of  even  greater  service  than  Bar- 
ham  had  anticipated.  Redirected  the' six  dra- 
goons to  defile  through  the  wood  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  a  certain  point,  at  which  they  had 
met  each  other  in  the  morning ;  and  there  light- 
ing, each  mat),  his  flambeau,  to  ride  from  thence 
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at  full  speed  to  the  Duke's  assistance.  This 
manoeuvre  was  executed  almost  as  soon  as 
thought  of;  aud  meanwhile  the  small  retinue  of 
the  Duke  having  discharged  their  fire-arms^  still 
ifbught  with  the  mo^t  determined  desperation, 
uncertain^  iu  the  dark,  whether  they  struc]^  at 
friend  or  foe ;  but  when  a  murderous  volley  was 
suddenly  discharged  upon  their  little  band  from 
fresh  assailants  in  the  rear,  and  swept  off  four  or 
five  of  their  stoutest  companions,  they  felt  that 
the  conflict  was  useless,  and  were  on  the  point 
of  laying  down  their  arms,  when  they  saw  the 
torches  of  the  Hanoverian  Cavalry  coming 
rapidly  upoa  them,  and  heard  them  shouting 
"  rescue,  rescue  for  the  Duke.-'  The  rapid  suc- 
cession of  six  or  seven  flambeaux^  this  -unexpect- 
ed interruption,  the  darkness  of  the  nighty — while 
all  these  struck  terror  into  the  bosoms  of  the 
robbers,  prevented  them  from  ascertaining  the 
number  of  their  opponents,  and  as  usually  hap- 
pens on  such  occasions, — in  conjunction  with 
their  own  fears,  and  their  total  want  of  prepa- 
ration for  so  unforseen  an  attack,  exaggerated 
the  numbers  of  this  handful  of  dragoons  to  a^ 
whole  regiment.  A  sudden  panic  seized  tlie 
desperadoes  the  moment  that  the  new  assailants 
had  commenced  their  furious  attack  upon  them ; 
and  Barham,  who  was  not  a  man  to  neglect 
taking  advantage  of  the  decisive  moment,  now 
rushed  from  his  hiding-place,  and  dashing  into 
the  midst  of  the  robber-troop,  exclaiming, 
'*Here  they  are,  comrades,"  as  if  he  were  fol- 
lowed bv   a  whole  detachment  of  substanl* 
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soldiers^  instead  of  imaginary  beings,  completed 
their  discomfitpre.  The  abruptness  of  his  appear- 
ance bad  totally  overthrown  every  thing  like 
presence  of  mind,  br  firmness^  upon  their  part; 
and  while  he  experienced  little  difficulty  in 
riding  directly  up  to  the  Duke,  whose  attend- 
ants,  animated  by  so  unlooked-for  an  assistnace, 
were  now  in  their  turn,  acting  vigorously  on  the 
offensive,  he  dealt  his  blows  right -and  left  with 
the  rapidity  and  determination  of  a  man,  intent 
upon  signalizing  his  own  prowess  in  a  manner, 
which,  while  it  scattered  destruction  upon  the 
heads  oT  his  enemies,  shewed  how  indifferent  he 
was  himself  to  those  terrors,  and  to  that  fate  that 
surround  ed  him. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  encounter,  the 
horrors  of  which  were  not  a  little  increased  by 
the  hour,  and  the  situation,  the  Duke  of  Wolfen- 
fltein  had  manifested  that  bravery  which  has 
long  been  the  hereditary  boast  of  his  family; 
but  his  career  would  unquestionably  have  been 
terminated  in  (his  obscure  and  petty  contest  by 
a  ruffian  hand,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely 
interference  of  a  man,  whom  it  would  be  perfiaps 
improper  to  term  unfortunate,  in  speaking  of 
those  exploits,  which  have  been  rewarded  with 
that  glory,  in  whose  attainment,  the  brave  ac- 
count themselves  happy  ; — but  whom  it  would  be 
at  least,  equally  absurd  to  call  fortunate,  in  looking 
at  the  event  of  that  kind  of  an  attachment,  where 
failure  and  defeat  have  in  all  ages  rendered  men 
miserable.  ^  The  reader  has  perhaps  anticipated, 
(which^  however,  is  perfectly  true)  that  it  was  to 
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the  arm  of  Colonel  Barb  am,  that  the  Duke  had 
to  ascribe  his  escape  from  a  danger^  that  was  the 
moment  before  next  to  inevitable. 

It  havTng  been  the  object  of  the  robbers  to  ^ 
secure  the  person  of  the  Duke,  he  Was  speedily 
surronuded  ;   and  in  the  fear  of  wounding  some 
individual  of  his  own  suite,  he  wai^  for  a  long 
time  unable  to  do  more  than  to  animate  them  by 
the   doo)   intrepidity   of  his   behavior  in    that 
perilous  situation,  and  by  the  encouraging  words 
which  he  addressed  to  them.     Having  at  length 
broken  through  the  band  vrhich  hemmed  him  in, 
be  bad  made  ample  amends,  for  his  temporary 
inaiction^  by  the  desperate  and  vigorous  charge 
which    he  made  almost   unaccompanied,    into 
the  midst  of  another  party  of  the'  robbers,  who 
were  on  the^  point  of  making  Mairshal  R-^mb — u 
their  pirisoder.     At  this  period  of  the  shinmsfh, 
Ae  dragoons  galloped  to  the  assistance  of  his 
Httte  retinue.     We  have  already  observed  upon 
the  panid  which  their  arrival  impressed  upon  the 
hostile  troop,  and  the  latter  immediately  thought 
of  rtOtfaing  but  effecting  their  retreat  as  q«iickly 
and  safely  as  possible.     For  this  purpose,  several 
of  ttoein  liad  already  struck  into  the  woods^ 
se^re  of  escaping  through  their  dark  and  imper- 
vicAis  thickets,  by  ways  and  tracts,  ktioSirn  only 
lo'  thewselves^  or  to  the  peasantry ;    and  the 
Dnke,  who^  military  experience  enabled  him 
speedily  to  eompfefaeiid  the  paucity  o^  his  gallant 
autiKaHes,  horw^ver"  ingemonsly  the  stratagem 
had  been'  planned^  by  which  their  numbers  had 
been  seemingly  increased  ;   wisely  forbade  pur? 

«  Ee 
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sKiit^  as  well  knowing  how  doubtful  migbl  be  the 
isgue  of  a  second  encounter  with  an  enetiiy  so 
much  superior  in  numerical  force.    That  jenemy, 
however^  had  not  wholly  quitted  the  field ;  for^ 
at  the  very  moment  the  Duke  imagined  them  to 
have  totally  departed^  two  of  his  attendants  were 
cut  off  as  they  rode  by  his  side ;  and  in  a  moment 
it  was  discovered  that  tfaey  were  still  barrassed 
by  a  party  more  than  equal  in  number  to  them- 
selves.   The  Duke  was  turning  hastily  round,  to 
desire  the  Marshal  to  keep  a  good  look-out,  and 
to  dischaige  his .  pistols  in  the  face  of  the  first 
assailant,,  when  Barham,  by  the  faint  reflection 
of  a  lorch^  which   was  borne  by  one  of  the 
dragoons,  who  rode  on  thfe  other  side  of  the 
road,  at  some  distance  from  himself,  observed  a. 
feUow  on  foot,  treading  cautiously  and  l^btly, 
close  by  the  side  of  the  Duke,  and  in  the  act  of 
catching  with   one  band  at  the  bridle  of  hi$ 
Highness *s  horse,  while  with  Ibe  other  he  was 
taking  an  aim  at  the  Duke's  head  with. a  short 
carbine.     Without  hesitation,  and  at  the  immi- . 
oettt  risk  of  being  himself  the  victim  of  his  own 
interference,  Barham  instantly  clapped  spursr  to 
his  horse,  and  riding  iji  front  of  the  Duke,  his 
sabre  drawn,  clove  the  ruffian  to  the  chine.    Tlie 
Marshal  not   immediately   comprehending   ttie 
nature  of  the  Colonel's  assistance,  nor  the  qimrlfur 
frOfn  whence  it  came,  and  unable  to  distinguish 
in  the  dark  a  singlje  feature,  or  the  dress  and 
appearja;iice  even  of  the  stranger^  was  just  abp^vt 
egi^ecuting  his  Bigfan^ssls  ordersf  aa  sumpiarilya^ 
pios»ible, — and  mu^t  have. ended  all  poor  Bar^ 
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liam's  sorrows  in  an  instant,  but  for  the  accidental 
exclamation  of  one  of  tbe  dragoons,  who  cried  out, 
as  he  slowly  rode  in  front  of  tjie  party,— ^*'  Where 
is  th6  Count?''— •' Here,  friend,''  replied  Bar^ 
ham,  repeating  the  watch-word  agreed  upon. 
**The  robbers  have  all  fled.  Sir,"  rejoined  the 
soldier,^— «'  and  have  left  here  on  the  road,  as 
well  as  we  can  number  them,  thirteen  of  their 
dead." 

The  Duke  now  desired  the  party  to  hah,  and^ 
ordering  the  remaining  torches  to  be  brought  to 
one  spot,  he  dismounted  there,  and  was  followed 
by  the  rest  of  the  company,  but  when  he  request- 
ed to  know  to  whose  assistance  he  was  so  signally 
indebted  at  a  time  of  such  extreme  peril,  and 
(the  dragoons  having  informed  him^  it  was  td 
Count  Carafia's  exertions,  undet  providence,  that 
he  might  ascribe  his  safety) — ^that  individual 
came  forward  at  his  Highnesses  desire ;  the  Duk6 
was  struck  almost  dumb  with  amazement.  He 
doubted  for  a  moment  that  he  looked  upon  a 
being  of  this  world,  and  the  remembrance  and 
reflection  which  shot  across  his  brain  with  con- 
fused and  overpowering  rapidity,  suspended  even 
utterance  for  a  few  moments.  '  Was  it  indeed  the 
ofiending,  yet  not  forgotten  Barham  to  whom  he 
owed  hia  life  ? — Was  it  indeed  the  same  foreigner 
whom  be  had  first  noticed  and  protected  on 
account  of  the  nobility  of  his  soul ;  whom  he  had 
cast  from  him  afterward^  because  of  the  obscurity 
of  his  house,  and  wbo  now  stood  there,---deicor 
rated  with  a  title,  that  perhaps  conferred  more 
houor  on  the  Imperial  sagacity  that  had  bes^ 
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than<m  the- more  illustrious  qualifications  that 
had  obtained  it  ? — ^Was  it,  i&i  truth,  the  generous 
soldier  for  whom,  even  in  the  moinent  at  v^hich 
his  offended  pride  had  been  most  irritated,  he 
had  felt,  ardently^  the  esteem  and  reverence  of 
a  grateful  friend  ? 

Such  were  the  sentiments  that  succeeded  each 
other  in  the  bosom  of  the  Duke,  withth^  rapidity 
and  the  vividness  of  lightning.  But  the  object 
that  had  excited  them  stood  before  him ;  nnd 
quickly  recovering  himself,  he  advanced,  with 
both  his  hands  extended,  to  Barham. 

**  Count  Caraffa,  this  is  neither  the  time  uor  the 
place  to  return  to  you  my  acknowledgements^  or 
those  of  my  friends  and  followers  here,  for  your 
timely  interference ;  without  which  we  should, 
(doubtless,  have  all  fallen  by  the  hanc^s  of  robbers 
and  assassins.  But  if  you  will  still  grant  us  your 
escort  as  far  as  the  Electoral  Palace,*  the  Duke 
of  Wolfenstein  will  endeavor  once  more  to  ex- 
press  his  gratitude  to  an  old  and  triqd  friend ; 
for  to  an  old  and  tried  friend  he  thinks,  i^t  least, 
that  he  now  addresses  himself." 

Barham  bowed,  and  with  a  ^sigh,  that^  he  ii) 
vain  endeavoured  to  suppress,  accepted  the  prof- 
fered hand  of  the  Duke ;  but  his  heart  w^s  full, 


■ 

*  The  Electoral  Palace  is  seated  oa  tbe  baoks  otihe  Lena. 
The  city  of  Hanorer  appears  almost  embosomed  in  trees,  through 
which  extensive  vistas  are  cut.  So  extensive  are  the  woods  in  its 
eovirons,  that  although  during  a  tremeadeuBJftonitinlhekatoen* 
tury ,  it  was  computed  eigh^  thousand  had  b^n  Wpi/fa  d^wn,  they 
could  scarcely  be  missed* 
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and  he  could  not  speak.  Again  he  bowed,  to 
express  his  ready  acquiescence  in  the  wishes  of 
the  Duke,  and  holding  the  stirrup  as  he  remount- 
ed his  horse,  squeezed  his  Highness's  hand,  as  if 
he  would  intimate  how  much  and  how  deeply  at 
that  instant  he  felt.  As  they  rode  onwards,  not 
a  word  was  interchanged  between  4he  Duke,  the 
Marshal,  and  Barham,  that  might  reveal  to  the 
rest  of  the  party  the  former  acquaintance  and 
connection  which  had  subsisted  between  themv 
Their  conversation  turned  solely  upon  the  gaU 
iant  fellows  who  bad  periahed  so  bravely  in  de« 
fendii^  their  maater ;  —  upon  the  precarious 
chances  of  the  encounter  at  difierent  periods ;— ^ 
the  seasonable  interposition  of  Barham; — th^ 
circumstances  which  had  caused  him  to  b^  in 
readiness  to  afford  it;« — and  the  nufnber,  and 
fcMTces  of  the. banditti.  In  a  short  time  they  aN 
rived  at  the  £lectonI  Palace,  where  they  were 
receipted  by  a.  crowd  of  obseqiubas  domestics^ 
who  little  ima|[iiied  to  what  daog^H  the  Dttk« 
had  been  exposed  widiia  only  a  few  rmiles  of 
them.* 


*  The  readier  is  requested  not  to  infer,  from  the  rDxnantic  inei^ 
dents  that  he  may  here  have  found  recorded  of  Colonel  Barham, 
that  no  sucti  person  ever  existed :  for  the  Editor  assures  him,  thai 
the  Gentleman  whose  adventures  aore  related  under  bis  nilmei  expe^- 
liflbced'misBitudeftof  a  yet  moM  extraordinary -eb^raotert — En^ 
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Earl^i^  the  next  moraing,  and  before  he  had 
yet  risen  from  his  bed,  Barham  was  summoned 
to  attend  the  Dnke;  whom  he  found  sitting 
alone  in  his  chamber,  pensively  inclining  his 
head  upon  his  hands.  Being  left  without  any 
witnesses  to  their  conference,  the  Duke  rose, 
and  leading  him  to  a  chair^  began  the  following 
conversation : — 

^'  I  hope  Colonel  Barham  (the  Count  Caraffa 
must  still  permit  me  the  privilege  of  a  friend)  will 
allow. me  to  thank  him  in  the  sincerity  of  my 
hf  art,  for  the  zeal  and  bravery  with  which  he 
^st  night  rescued  me  from  the  very  grasp  and 
dftgg^r  of  assassination.  I  deqf>ly  feel^  Sir^  be* 
liev^e  me,  the  important  service  which  your  cou- 
rage has  rendered  me^  upon  that  occasion/! 

Barham,  acknowledging  the  compliment,  by  a^ 
slight  motion  of  the  head^  summoned  all  his  for- 
titude to  his  aid,  and  at  length  collecting  cou- 
rage^ fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  countenance  of  the 
Duke^  while  he  replied : — 

^^  it  is  impossible  that  so  trivial  an  affair  as  Uie 
one  your  Highness  speaks  of^  can  sufficiently  ex- 
press the  lasting  remembrance  which  I  must  ever 
entertain  of  the  unmerited  hospitality  and  friend- 
ship I  experienced  under  your  Highness'js  pro- 
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tection  and  favor  at  Wolfenstein.  I  was  theni 
friendless,  and  my  views  feven  of  military  promoH 
tion  precark>n8:aad  limited ;  it  was  you,  Sir,  wbe 
first  placed  me  upon  that  career  in  which  all  my 
subsequent  success  is  mainly  attributable  to  your 
goodness.  I  came  hither,  Sir,  in  obedience  to 
your  summons ;  otherwise,  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  left  t  the  Palace  within  two  or  three  hours 
hence,  without  allowing  myself  this  hoiioir." 

**  And  why,  Colonel  Barham,  would  you  hate 
dienied  me  the  pleasure  of  acknowledgiing  thus 
sincerely  and  gratefully,  that  to  your  hands  I 
owe  the  preservation  of  my  life?  I  cannot  sup-» 
pose,  even  lookhig  to  all  that  may  have  passed 
betfveen  us,,  that  you  could  so  far  permit  your 
resentment  to.  prevail  over  your  natural  civility 
and  considerate  kindness  as  to  persist  in  a.  re-' 
fusal;  which,  however  it  would  mortify  me^  would 
be  scarcely  excusable  in  yourself.  Why,  thebi 
should  you  have  wished  to  depart^  ihithout  at 
least  giving  me  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
you?" 

''  Your  Highness  can  hardly  fail  to  recollect," 
replied  iftarham,  in  a  serious,  but  respeotfiil  tone, 
<'  that  when  1  w^s  last  in  Lenenbergen  I  had  the 
miafortune,.  most  unintentionally^  I  assure. you, 
so  far  t^  ofkud  yoli,  as  in  a  moment  to  forfeit  all 
the  friendly  <M>afidisnoe  and  regard  with  fwbich 
y oor  Highqf»s  (ad  been  pleased  to  honor .  ,me; 
Still  igaoniptt''  Jhecpqtinued/With  inoreasing  aitfd 
visible  emotiop».!w|iicb  almost  fottiade  his  ^utteiv 
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ance,  "of  ^«i,^alt,  or:  the  error,  qpionymjr  puty 
which  1^9»>(<^9f?  wi^tiMs  irreparable^  tHkiMfMtX,  li 
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have  long  contiDued  id  move  through  scenes  of 
military  occupation,  and  through  campaigns 
which  have  terminated  with  a  fortune  and  suc- 
cess that  under  other  circumstances  would  have 

made  naeHhe  happiest  of  men. 1  have  received 

at  the  hands  of  a  munificent  Emperor  a  title 
which  his  discernment  has  for  the  first  time  con- 
ferred upon  an  unworthy  object, — ■ — ^with  a  wea- 
riness, an  indifTerence,  a  carelessness  of  life, 
which  the  incitement  of  martial  renown,  and  the 
hope  of  posthumous  fame,  have  been  equally 
iiowerlessto  dispel  or  to  relieve.  Most  unex- 
pectedly, chance  offered  an  occasion  of  testifying 
io  your  Highness,  thai  at  least  my  attachment  to 
your  person  remained  still  undiminished.  If  I 
oould  flatter  myself,  that  the  aid^  which  I  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  have  provided,  was  indeed  of  that 
value  or  importance  which  the  liberaKty  of  your 
Highness  has.  assigned  to  it,  I  would  now  ven- 
ture to  solicit  the  Duke  of  Wolfenstein,  to  do  me 
justice,  by  simply  declaring  wherein  1  had  so 
heavily  offended ;  as  it  is,  1  consider  myself  to 
be  without  any  blaim  of  the  sort^  aiid  can  only 
trust)  dierefore,  that  his  generosity  may  concede 
that  which  I  cannot  ask  of  his  justice. '^ 

**  Pardon  me.  Colonel  Barhain,  the  subject  to 
w^ich  you  allude,  is  one,  whic/h  for  many  reasons, 
I  shoutd  object  to  discuss  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  am  liot  sorry,  at  the  same  time,  that  yo)i 
liaveJiinted  At  \U  in  a  manner,  which  well  be- 
comes the  delicacy,  of  your  n6ble  character. 
Ami  now  Sh',  to  prove  to  you,  how  entirely  an 
individual^  who,  in.  his  gratitude  to  the  preserver 
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o  f  his  life,  forgets  the  Ksentment  ol'the  Duke  of 
Wolfenstein;  still  relies  on  the  honor  of  a  valiant 
and  approved  comrade;  here  is  myhand,  lam  anxi- 
ous that  yoo  should  accept  it ;  and  if  (continued 
the  Duke,  smiling  at  the  allusion  to  a  former 
event)  I  may  once  again  be  peremptory  with  you^ 
Colonel,  I  shall  desire  your  company  to  pass  this 
spring  and  the  ensuing  summer  with  roe  at  Wol- 
fenstein.'' 

**  Your  Highness  does  me  too  much  honor. 
With  pleasure  indeed,  should  1  avail  myself  of 
your  flattering  invitation,  but  I — I,  I  am  so  op- 
pressed in  mind,  so  unsettled  with  regard  to  my 
future  views^  so  harassed,  so  long  an  exile  al- 
most, from  the  beau  numd^—in  short  so  unhappy 
' — (his  voice  faltered,  he  dropped  the  hand  of  the 
Duke,  and  turned  his  head  away) — (hat  indeed^ 
Sir,  I  dare  not!". 

The  Duke,  who  really  was  attached  by*  every 
sentiment  of  esteem  and  of  admiration  for  his 
character,  to  Barham,  felt  much  affected  at  the 
mournful  emphasis  with  which , the  latter  uttered 
the  last  sentence:  He  well  kne^^  but  would  not 
appear  to  comprehend,  the  occasion  of  that 
mental  distress^  which  to  the  most  indifferent 
spectator,  must  have  been^  manifest,  in  the  whole 
deportment  of  the  Colone).  Far  from  endea- 
voring to  offer  unavailing  consolation,  in  a  case 
where  he  himself  had  denied  the  remedy,  he 
detennined  on  the  contrary^  (and  perhaps  wisely) 
to  induce  Barham  to  compose  and  tranquilize 
his  mind,  by  leading  directly  to  the  very  topic, 
that  had  caused  his  perturbation ;  and  therefore 
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widi  a  manner  and  tone  of  the  itaost  conciliatoty 
description,  he  reiterated  his  request 

'*  Gome,  come,  Colonel,  this  depression  is  the 
eflecl  of  your  vi^ounds,  which  alt  the  advice  of  Ba* 
refith ,  hai3  not  yet  entirely  cured .  Bat  remember, 
we  have  still  our  female  circle,  and  their  wit^  and 
their  beauty^  1  am  confident,  will  effect  wonders, 
9uch  as  would  shame  a  whole  college  of  physi* 
cians.  There  is  the  lively;  and  elegant  Orp^iton, 
the  dignified  Friesbach,  the  amiable  St.  Aubri ; 
have  you  forgotten  them?  And  then^  foryonr 
hosts,  you  are  already  aware^  th^t  my  qualifi- 
cations in  that  way,  are  but  indifferent ;  bat  the 
Ihichess,  and  (he  added^  with  an  air  of  marked 
indiffi^vence,  as  if  he  were  speaking  of  the  most 
unimportant  event  imaginable)  the  Princess,  until 
such  time  as  she  departs  upon  her  matrimonial 
expedition,  will  I  am  sure^  evince  in  every  pos- 
sible way  that  they  participate  with  me,  in  that 
feeling  of  gratitude^  which  i  am  proud  to  repeat 
I  must  ever  entertain  for  Colonel  Barfaam." 

The  smile  which  poor  Barham  had  assumed^ 
for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  anguish  of  his 
soul,  became,  during  the  last  observation  of  the 
Duke's^  fixed  and  ghastly.  For  a  short  time^  he 
was  unable  to  roase  himself  jfrom  the  stopor  and 
despair  which  the  studied^  the  bitter  calmness, 
of  his  Highneds's  voice,  especially  in  this  last 
appalling  declaration,  had  phmged  him.  He 
seemed  unconscious  that  he  was  observed  by^  or 
stood  in  the  presence  of^  one  human  being  ;  but 
when  he  recollected  himself,  and  was  tormented 
with  that  feeling,  so  natural  to  meni  placedin 
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similar  situationa,  he  suddenly  ejaculated^  as  if 
wakiog  abruptly  from  a  dream,  and  with  the 
vehemence  of  (Hie,  whose  mind,  has  suddenly 
detelrmined  upon  immediate  action ;  ''  I  will ;  1 
am  resolved, — ^that  is,  with  your  Highnesses  per- 
mission, I  propose,  to  revisit  your  Court.  One^ 
boon  further  I  would  heg^  and  that  is^  to  accom- 
pany your  Highness;  whether  now^  or  at  a 
future  time^  your  pleasi^re  and  convenience  shall 
determine." 

The  Duke  looked  as  a  man  does,  who  in  the 
exuberance  of  his  liberality^  or  in  the  warmth  of 
his  friendship,  has  been  betrayed  into  an  offer 
which  his  prudence,    and  the  deliberation  of 
calmer  moments  are  reluctant  to  ratify.     To 
recede^  however,  was  perfectly  impossible ;  and 
consequently,  feeling  it  necessary  to  put  on  the 
matter  the  best  countenance  possible^   he  ex- 
pressed his  entire  satisfaction  at  the  proposal  of 
his  friend ;    applauded   the  reliaoce   which  it 
fihewed  he  put  in  the  honor  and  the  candor  of 
the  Ihike  of  Wolfensteia,  and  finally  dismissed 
him,  requesting  him  immediately  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  his  speedy   departure 
vnth  the  Duke,  for  the  territory  of  Lenenbergen^ 
In  a  few  days,  they  returned  to  Wolfen^tein ; 
and  on  the  journey  the  Duke  was  not  displeased 
to  observe  the  gravity  and  melancholy,  whicli 
seemed  to  have  taken  deep  possession  of  Bai;* 
ham'tfspul :  he  concluded  that  the  warmth,  i^ 
ardor,' and  presumption,  ^baeh  he  had  so  severely 
repfessed,  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  protag^, 
had  bepome  neutralized,  or  extinct^  in  the  bustle 
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and  tumult  of  a  military  life^  and  the  rapidity 
and  changeableuess  of  circumstances^  whicb 
mark  the  fortunes  of  a  soldier.  But  he  was 
egregiously  mistaken.  The  heart  of  Barham 
was  a  slumbering  fire,  destined  to  consume  die 
tenement  which  contained  it^  by  its  own  un- 
quenchable intensity.  That  flame  indeed^  disap- 
pointment, and  misfortune,  and  uncontrolable 
accident,  might  repress,  but  never  could  extin- 
guish. The  latent  passion  still  burned  oh, 
cherished  and  encouraged,  by  the  native  ener- 
gies, and  vital  principle,  upon  which  it  was  at 
the  same  time  treacherously  preying.  Hence 
too,  it  was  not  the  Duke  alone,  whom  the  altered 
exterior  of  Barham  deceived ; — ^altered,  so  far 
as  regsfrded  a  transition  from  extreme  vivacity, 
to  a  confirmed  and  mournful  silence; — for  Bar- 
ham himself,  was  yet  more  ignorant  of  the  real 
state  of  his  own  heart.  Because  of  a  long  (he 
forgot  that  it  was  an  involuntary )  absence,  from 
the  object  which  had  so  irrevocably  fixed  his 
affections,  he  endeavored  to  persuade  himself, 
that  he  had  forgotten  her ;  at  least  he  v^itiired 
to  imagine,  that  he  had  become  sufficiently 
master  of  his  own  feelings,  to  hear  her  spoken 
of,  without  betraying  any  emotion,  afid  even  to 
converse  with  her,  without  feeling  much.  To  be 
«ure,  this  was  not  quite  incontestibly  true ;  for  it 
was  no  more  than  the  mere  mention  of  her  name, 
and  a  circumstance  connected  with  it,  wbich 
had  driven  him  from  his  peaceful,  and  bbscare 
retirement  at  Bareiith ;  and  it  was  but  the  pro- 
spect of  being  once  again  in  her  company,  which 
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had  elicited  from  him,  such  strong  emotion,  in 
the  presence  of  her  father.  But  we  must  again 
observe^  that  hewas  in  love ;  a  state  of  mind,  and 
being,  in  which  reason  is  heresy^  and  consis- 
tency is  folly. 

Colonel  Barbam,  or,  as  we  shall  in  future  call 
him,  the  Count  Caraffa,  entered  the  Castle  of 
Wolfenstein,  with  sensations  of  no  ordinary  a 
character.  He  had  last  quitted  it,  almost  ruined, 
and  hopeless,  under  the  displeasure  of  itsofr 
fended  Duke ;  unknown,  obscure,  and  with  re* 
gard  to  the  more  substantial  gifts  of  fortune^  ^ 
poor ;  but  he  had  quitted  those  frowning  walls, 
and  towers  that  seemed  to  look  defiance^  at  the 
presnmption  of  an  undignified  and  untitled 
Foreigner, — rich,  he  flattered  himself,  in  the  re^ 
gard,  in  the  esteem  at  any  rate,  of  the  loTely, 
the  amiable,  the  unequalled,  Caroline.  He  now 
returned,  loaded  with  the  praises,  and  grateful 
approbation  of  that  very  Duke,  whose  life  he 
had  himself  preserred,  with  a  name  illustrious 
in  the  annals  of  a  fierce,  sanguinary,  and  de^ 
structive  war;  a  title,  not  derived  by  hereditiiry 
right,  but  acquired  by  the  general  voice,  and 
conferred  by  Imperial  generosity ; — a  fortune,  i( 
not  splendid,  ample,  and  more  than  sufficient  to 
place  him  for  ever,  above  the  reach  of  want, — :a 
military  rank,  the  highest,  to  which  he  might 
aspire ; — ^but  he  was,  **  poor  indeed.^'  He  was 
poor  indeed :  he  reclined  beneath  his  laurels, 
and  he  reposed  u]^on  bis  honors; — but  the 
laurels  were  blighted,  and  the  honors  wese 
withering  beneath  him!    The  hand  of  disap- 
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pointment  was  heavy  on  his  soul.  Tbe  ooe  ob-* 
ject  was  wanting ;  fortune  had  placed  him  in  an 
Eden  of  worldly  benefits,  hut  the  congenial  soul 
was  not  there,  and  he  wandered  up  and  down, 
the  lone  inhabitant  of  a  splendid,  and  cheerless 
wilderness !  On  ascending  the  grand  entrance, 
in  his  way  to  the  state  saloon,  the  first  persons 
whom  the  Count  met,  were  the  ^Baroness  Van 
Orpenton,  and  Madame  St.  Aubri ;  and  perhaps 
no  circumstances  could  more  strongly  ponrtray 
tbe  difference  of  their  characters,  habits,  and 
feelings,  than  those  which  marked  their  conduct, 
upon  the  return  of  the  Count  Caraffa  to  tbe 
Castle  of  Wolfenstein. 

Van  Orpenton,  not  prepared  to  meet  '*  the 
Barham,*'  as  he  was  once  called,  under  a  cha- 
racter and  appearance  so  different  from  thos^ 
which  first  attracted  her  unlimited  admiration^ 
could  not  at  all  reconcile  his  thoughtful  and 
pensive  air;  nor  the  mournful  softness  of  his  smile, 
nor  the    lofty  stateliness  of  his  step,  with  the 
fiery  and  impetuous  enei^y,  the  animated  ges* 
tures,  the  eagle  eye,  tbe  graceful  activity  of  the 
handsome  Aide-de-Camp.     Far  from  alleviating 
the  memory  of  past  events  by  manifesting  her* 
self  that  kindness,   ana  that  politeness,  which 
every  other  member  of  this  Court,  seemed  anxi- 
ous to  evince  towards  the  Count,  as  if  desirous 
of  erasing  every  unpleasant  reflection  from  {lis 
mind,  she  declared  in  public,  and  with  a  want  of 
delicacy  which  must  have  equally  shocked  the 
Duke,  the  Princess,  and  the  Count,  *<  that  before 
e  Count  Caraffa  had  fallen  in  love  with  the 
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Princess,  he  was  the  handsomest  and  the  most 
agreeable  man  that  had  ever  appeared  iat  the 
Court  of  Wolfenstein;  but  that  since  his  disap^ 
pointment  in  that  afiair  he  had  become,  without 
exception,  the  most  solemn,  melancholy,  and 
altered  being,  that  she  had  e?er  seen."  Accord- 
ingly, when  the  Count  paid  her  the  accustomed 
morning  salutations,  no  longer  enlivened  by 
those  little  sallies  of  playful  wit,  for  which  every 
thing  that  the  Count  said  was  once  remarkable, 
she  replied  to  them  with  an  air  of  coldness  and 
disappointment,  amounting  almost  to  vexation. 

Madame  ^t.  Aubri  had  frequently  seen,  and 
conversed  with,  the  Count  during  his  former  resi-* 
dence  at  the  Court  of  Wolfenstein.  She  admired^ 
it  is  true,  in  the  young  Captain,  an  intrepid  cou- 
rage, an  el^ant  exterior,  a  liveliness  of  manner, 
a  gracefulness  of  carriage,  and  an  animated 
energy  of  speech  and  action  which  impressed 
every  one  who  first  beheld  him  with  instant  re* 
spect,  and  which  infused  m^  interest  forhis  wel- 
fiureinto  the  bosoms  of  all  his  acquaintances.. 

But,  as  the  Countess  St.  Aubri,  still  faithful  to 
the  memory  of  her  departed  Lord,  felt  no  senti- 
ments of  a  more  tendei^  nature  than  those  of 
esteem  and  friendship,  with  regard  to  the  *^  hand^ 
some  Foreigner,"  as  he  was  tlMrn  (tsldled,  her  dis- 
apfionitment  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to 
have  been  Very  great,  or  acute,  at  an  alteration 
of  manner^  aind  general  appearance,  calculated 
caiber  to  e;Kdte  a  favorable  interest  with  women, 
80  i^nsible  and  intelligent  as  she  was.     Thf 
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mournful  expression  of  his  features,  therefore^ 
the  sadness  which  pervaded  eyenr  his  most  indif- 
ferent  actions^  excited  in  the  Countess  a  great 
desire  to  lighten,  if  it  were  possible,  by  her  own 
manner  towards  him,  a  weight  of  despondency, 
evidently  increased  by  any  recurrence  to  former 
unfortunate  events.  Besides,  having  narrowly 
observed  from  its  commencement,  the  g^wing 
attachment  that  existed  between  the  then  Captain 
Barham  and  the  Princess  Caroline,  she  had  fore- 
seen the  dangers,  and  the  troubles^  in  which  it 
must  iqevitably  involve  them  both.  She  knew, 
by  rumor  only,  that  the  Duke  was  bitterly 
offended  with  his  Aide-de-Camp,  but  she  had 
heard  little  or  nothing  of  the  subsequent  adven- 
tures, in  which  that  individual  had  been  engaged. 
When^  however,  he  appeared  before  her,  on  this 
occasion^  she  perceived  with  pain  the  full  extent 
of  that  distress  which  was  manifested  in  his  beha* 
vior  altogether;  she  saw  the  struggle  between  a 
fri^le  and  assumed  philosophy,  and  an  ill-fated 
passion,  silent,  but  not  extinct;  between  a  secret 
vifish  to  revisit  Wolfenstein  under  the  pretence  of 
an  indispensible  obligation  to  accept  the  offered 
hoi^itality  of  the  Duke^  and  the  smothered  feel- 
ings of  offended  pride  and  wounded  friendship, 
which  were  still  visible  upon  his  changing  brow. 
The  consequence  of  all  this  was,  that  the  enqui* 
ries  and  greetings  of  Madame  St.  Aubri  were 
made  in  the  voice,  and  with  the  smiles,  of  a  pity- 
ing angel;  that  is,  they  were  made,  without  a 
particle  of  affectation,  by  an  interesting  and  beau- 
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tiful  woman,  who  really  felt  for  the  anguish^  that 
she  endeavored  to  alleviate,  by  the  suavity  of 
her  address. 

When  the  Count  CarafTa  was  introduced  to  the 
Duchess  of  Wolfenstein,  Caroline  was  not  pre- 
sent; a  fortunate  event  for  the  Count,  since  her 
appearance  on  that  occasion  might  have  over- 
thrown in  an  instant  a  composure  and  coUected- 
ness,  which  he  managed  to  maintain  throughout  a 
conference  of  an  hour.  The  reader  will  have  seen, 
that  we  have  premised,  that  the  Duchess  always 
entertained  a  visible  partiality  for  the  Count;  and 
as  the  Duke  himself  suspected  this  to  be  the  case, 
he  watched  them  with  a  severe  and  scrutinizing 
eye,  as  if  he  would  willingly  detect  some  unguard- 
ed observation,  on  the  part  of  his  illustrious  con- 
sort, which  might  imply  that  the  rash  attachment, 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  his  having  before  dis- 
carded the  Count  from  his  friendship,  was  sanc- 
tioned by  her*  own  approbation  or  connivance. 
J3ut  in  this  he  failed  of  success.  No  expression 
escaped  from  either  that  might  at  all  lead  to  such 
a  conclusion.  The  Duke  of  Wolfenstein,  as  if  de- 
termined to  try  how  far  the  fortitude  of  the  Count 
could  contend  with  feelings,  which  he  already 
knew  to  be  overpowering,  at  length  asked  the 
Duchess,  whether  the  Princess  had  been  sent  for. 
The  Duchess  looked  at  him  for  a  moment,  with  a 
meaning  expression  in  her  eye  of  wonder  and  dis- 
may, at  such  a  question,  so  abruptly  addressed 
to  her,  before  the  Count  Carafl[a« 

The  Duke,however,  with  a  frown  that  forbai* 
all  further  question,  desired  that  the  Prinr 

»  Gg 
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might  be  directly  informed  of  the  jarrival  of  the 
Count  Caraffa;  and  in  the  estimate  which  he 
made  of  the  Count's  fortitude  he  was  not  mistaken. 
T*he '  latter^  aware  of  the  difliculties  of  his  situa-^ 
tion^   made^  therefore,  a  successful  attempt  to 
rally  his  spirits,  and  by  the  time  tliat  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Princess  was  announced^  he  bad  so 
far  proceeded  as  to  be  enabled  to  make  his  obei- 
sance, in  a  distant  but  most  respectful  manner^  to 
her  with  whom  his  heart,  whatever  had  been  the 
distance  to  which  his  person  bad  been  removed, 
had  ever  remained  in  the  nearest  and  most  inti- 
mate society.     Fortifying  his  mind  by  every  re- 
flection, which  could  impart  either  satisfaction 
to  his  own   consciousness,   or  relieve  Caroline 
from  the  trouble  and  distress  of  seeing  him  la- 
boring under   the  pressure  of  a  sorrow  which 
she  might  consider  herself  to  be  the  innocent 
cause  of,  he  bowed  to  her,  according  to  the  most 
formal  and  received  Court  etiquette.    Without  at- 
tempting to  describe,  or  to  convey  to  our  reader, 
an  impression  of  what  was  passing  meanwhile,  in 
the  bosom  of  Caroline  herself,  neither  her  own 
'  feelings,  nqr  her  own  appearance,  enabled  her  to 
act  her  part  as  w  ell.     Her  countenance  was  pale, 
her  manner  dejected,  and  there  was  a  sorrow 
upon  her  brow,  that  a  trial  of  this  nature  waa  not 
likely  to  chase  away.    To  the  compliments  of 
the  Count,  she  replied  with  a  faltering  voice; 
and  when,  having  advanced  to  lead  her  to  the 
Duchess,  he  offered  her  his  arm  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  Court  of  Wolfen8tein,i9be  trembfed 
so  excessively  frMn  head  to  foot,  that  the  Count  • 
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was  ODce  or  ttfice  upon  the  poiat  of  calling  out 
for  aesifitaDce.  She,  however,  recoTered  her 
firmness  and  compoHUre,  white  the  assumed 
tranquility  of  the  Count  was  irrevocably  fled,  in 
the  same  moment'  that  her  agitation  conveyed 
through  his  whole  frame  a  thrill  of  miogled  plea- 
sure, at  being  once  again  in  company  with  the 
idoliied  object  of  hia  soul,  and  of  sorrow  and 
regret,  not  only  at  the  sadness  which  was  de- 
picted in  her  person,  and  evinced  by  her  emo- 
tion, but  also  at  the  contrast  of  his  present  situa- 
tion with  former  scenes,  of  which  the  vivid  re*- 
membrances  darted  rapidly  through  his  mind.  . 
"  Well,  Caroline!"  exclaimed  the  Dnke,  as 
the  Count  presented  her  to  him,  "  have  you  yet 
completed  your  arrangements  for  your  Knglisb 
Toyage?" 

-  Theshock  occasioned  by  this  inquiry,  although 
the  parties  had  each  of  them  been  assiduously  [h%- 
paring  to  withstand  it,  fell  like  a  thunderbolt  upon 
those  who  have  beetr  long  anticipating  it,  during 
a  raging  storm. — Caroline  felt  the  indelicacy  of 
this  question,  and  while  her  cheeks  mantled  Aitb 
iodignatioB,  she  dared  not  of  course  to  give  vent 
to  the  anguish  of  her  heart.  And  the  Count,  in 
three  words  from  the  Duke's  own  mouth,  bad 
thos  heard  all  the  fatal  intelligence  that  occa- 
sioned his  abrupt  departure  from  Baretith  con- 
fimed  beyond  either  doubt,  or  hope,  or  dread, 
Tbe.-Dochees,  willing  to  save  both  to  her  daugh- 
ter and  the  Count,  if  poesible,  the  recurrence 
paogB/-that  she  w^ll  knew  they  m 
from  a  conversation  calculated  t 
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poignant  distress  into  the  bosoms  of  both,  now 
interposed^  with  an  observation,  hoping  to  termi^ 
nate  this  melancholy  conference. 

'^  I  understand,  Count,  that  yon  have  resided 
for  some  time  at  Bareiitb ;  I  was  myself  for  a 
long  time  a  visitor  there,   and  found  much  to 
please  me.      Pray  tell   me,   do  you  intend  re* 
turning?    I  have  some  commissions,  that  I  will 
trouble  you  to  execute  for  me." — ^Thisalso,  how- 
ever kindly  intended^  was  a  question  that  covered 
the  Count  with  confusion.     He  had  not  yet  even 
thought  of  returning,  nor  of  any  ultimate  step  at 
all  ;  if  he  replied  in  the  affirmative^  therefore,  he 
could  not  feel  justified ;  if  he  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive, it  would  occasion,  he  well  knew,  a  host  of 
angry,  or  at  least  sarcastic  observations  from  the 
Duke,  and  intimate  too  plainly  that  secret  weak* 
ness  which  he  was  ashamed  even  to  reflect  upon 
himself^  and  which  really  disposed  him  to  be 
well  satisfied  with  any  prolongation  of  his  visit 
to  Wolfenstein.     But  it  might  be  most  unwise  to 
betray  by  any  hesitation  on  his  part  the  difficulty 
under  which  he  laboured^  and  he ,  replied,  '^  I 
assure  your  Highness  it  was  so  entirely  matter  of 
accident  that  first  informed  me  of  the  intended 
attack  upon  the  Duke's  person  in  the  Hanoverian 
dominions^   and   called  me^  therefore^  to  that 
quarter,  that  in  ^he  hurry  with  which  I  set  out 
upon  my  little  expedition  I  had  not  calculated 
upon  making  any  stay  here  or  elsewhere,  pre- 
suming  upon    my  speedy  return  to  Bareuth^ 
where  I  still    propose    to    appear  in  two   or 
three  days.* 
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•  *^  By  no  means^  Count/'  replied  the  Duke, 
**  you  mast  oblige  ue  with  your  company;  indeed 
I  protest  you  must,  for  the  ensuing  month,  at 
lea'st.  An  excellent,  idea  truly;  that  a  roan 
should  have  travelled  so  many  leagues  as  you 
have,  and  encountered  tdo,  the  dangers  that  you 
have  experienced,  only  to  remain  a  couple  of 
days  with  a  friend  whom  he  has  rescued  from 
assassination.  Come,  come,  consider  my  pro- 
posal, and  say  that  you  accede  to  it !!' 

The  Dachess,  and  the  Princess  Caroline  her- 
self, joined  in  the  same  request^  and  the  Count 
thought  the  Duchess  eloquent  beyond  praise, 
and  that  Caroline  spoke  like  an  angel. 

*^  Your  Highness  does  things  in  a  military 
way,"  replied  the  Count,  as  a  mournful  smile 
passed  over  his  expressive  features ;  **  you  will 
at  least  allow,  that  it  would  be  equally  odd  for  a 
man  to  leave  his  home  without  a  purpose  of  being 
absent  longer  than  the  time  consumed  in  his 
journey,  but  who  should  he  persuaded  at  a  word 
to  prolong  the  term  of  his  absence  for  a  month;" 

''  Nevertheless,  Count,  this  we  venture  to  ex- 
pect at  your  hands; — add  this^  to  your  other 
kindnesses." 

''  Your  Highness  is  irresistible,"  said  the 
Count,  secretly  pleased  <at  his  persevering  hos- 
pitality. Perhaps  the  reader  may  have  experi- 
enced some  surprize  that  so  friendly  an  offer 
should  have  been  thus  warmly  persisted  in  by 
the  Duke ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he 
thought,  by  throwing  the  Count,  as  it  were,  di- 
rectly into  that  society  to  which  he  was  forbid- 


230  "fHS  aOYAL  WANDERER;  OR, 

den  for  ever  more  neariy  to  aspire^  and  by  con- 
versing familiarly  about  the  approaching  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter;  to  extingoish,  not  less  by 
the  seeming  xinsuspectiug  confidence  that  be 
reposed  in  tliem  both,  than  by  talking  of,  and 
always  considering,  the  approaching  event,  as 
immediate  almost^  and  inevitable ; — to  extin- 
guish for  ever  any  remaining  ambitious,  or  rather 
rash  sentiments  relative  to  her  in  the  Count's 
heart  beyond  those  of  esteem  and  regard.  Poot 
Caroline  throughout  the  whole  of  the  conversa- 
tion which  ensued,  and  which  regarded  only  the 
most  indifferent  matters,  knew  not  which  way  to 
look.  If  her  eyes  met  those  of  the  Duke,  hi$ 
were  fixed  upon  hetf  with  a  severe  and  inquiiing 
glance ;  if  she  turned  to  the  Duchess,  the  Duchess 
was  gazing  at  her  by  stealth,  as  it  were,  with  a 
Ipok  of  mingled  affection  and  solicitude ;  and 
when  at  times  she  would  Venturis  to  hazard  a 
regard  at  the  Count,  while  he  was  deeply  en-, 
gaged  in  conversation  with  her  father,  and  she 
fancied  that  she  might  catch  a  glimpse  unob* 
served,  her  mstant  blushes  betrayed  the  fact,  that 
the  eyes  of  '*  Barham,"  actuated  by  tbie  spell  of 
her  own^  had  directly  met  her's,  whatever  objects 
liiey  had  been  before  directed  to.  At  length 
this  first  interview  closed^  and  it  closed  to  the  ho 
small  relief  of  the  Count  and  of  Caroline :  and 
the  parties  i^tired  to  their  respective  chambers 
for  the  purpose  either  of  indulging  their  griefs^  w 
fortifying  their  determinations  relative  to  their 
futnre  conduct  and  present  condition. 

Before  we  close  this  Chapter,  it  may  not  be 
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amiss  to  observe  io  what  manner  the  meeting 
aflElicted  the  mind  aod  heart  of  each  of  those 
most  deeply  interested  in  it. 

Caroline,  divided  between  an  affection  which 
she  still  fondly  cherished,  and  the  duty  that  she 
owed  to  her  father,  whom  (notwithstanding  a 
few  peculiarities  in  his  temper,  which  the  reader 
cannot  fail  to  have  observed)  she  greatly  reve- 
renced, between  the  remembrances  of  past  bliss, 
which  she  could  never  hope  to  realize  but  in  hia 
company,  with  whom  it  was  shared,  and  the 
obligation  which  she  owed  to  h<?r  natiiHi,  her 
birth,  and  her  family,  to  accept  the  splendid 
destiny  which, fate  l^d  proffere4i  in  the  band  of 

a  prince  of  the  E Blood  Royal,  experienced 

all  the  misery  pf  irresolution,  and  all  the  anguisk 
of  uncertainty.  She  was  commanded  to  foi^t 
whom  it  was  impossible  not  to  love;  she  was 
desired  to  think  no  more  of  a  being  who  had 
enslaved  her  heart,  and  was  now .  in  constant 
habits  of  association  with  herself  and  her  family. 
Her  duty  was  clear  and  defined,  but  its  execu* 
tion  was  a  matter  which  it  was  a  torment  even 
to  reflect  upon,  and  which  was  impracticable, 
excepting  by.  a  soul  possessed  of  less  sensibility 
and .  more  fortitude  than  her's.  The  Count 
CarafEst  we  have  shewn  to  have  been  a  man  of 
impetuous  passions,  generous  feelings,  and  in- 
trepid courage;  but  he  was  one  who,  actixi^ 
almost  solely  upon  impulse,  was  frequently 
betrayed,  not  merely  into  errors  of  conduct,  but. 
also  into  errors  of  thinking.  His  principle)!) 
were  chivalrous^  and  there  was  a  kind  hearted- 
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Bess  about  him,  ever  disposed  to  render  good 
offices  to  others,  even  at  great  inconvenience 
lOid  personal  trouble  to  himself ;  but  his  princi* 
pies  were  not  of  that  rigid  and  unbending  cha- 
racter which  the  moralist  so  often  requires,  and 
so  seldom  succeeds  in  meeting.  Thus  it  turned 
out ;  no  sooner  had  he  refired  to  his  chamber^  in 
order  to  prepare  himself  for  the  banquet,  than  all 
the  fortitude  that  he  had  long  endeavored  to 
summon  up  for  the  occasipn  forsook  him ;  the 
lofty  resolutions  he  -  had  proposed  to  himself, 
either  to  fly  from  the  dangerous  allurement  or 
to  resist  it,  vanished  with  the  first  moment  that 
elapsed  in  the  recent  interview  with  Caroline. 
He  h«d  set  what  he  thought  an  unalterable 
determination  to  resign  himself  to  her  loss,  and 
no  longer  to  torment  himself  with  imaginary 
fairy  prospects  of  what  might  happen  to  be  his 
happier  fate ; — ^to  give  up  without  a  murmur  the 
goddess  of  his  almost  idolatrous  devotion,  and 
to  see  in  her  union  with  a  Prince,  whom  report 
declared  to  be  the  most  highly  and  elegantly 
accomplished  gentleman  of  his  day, — ^nothing 
but  her  future  exaltation  to  a  mighty  throne — 
but  the  happiness  of  the  subjects  over  whom  she 
might  one  day  with  her  illustrious  partner  be 
called  to  preside,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  conn* 
cils  by  which  the  safety  and  welfare  of  her 
£mpire  were  to  be  maintained.  But  the  passion 
which  he  had  nurtured  with  so  £ettal  a  fondness, 
awoke  from  its  temporary  inactivity,  only  to  over- 
throw his  calmness,  his  coilectedness,  and  al- 
most reason  itself.     He  woke,  as  a  giant  aroused 
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from  his  slonibers,  deals  <mt  desolation  aod  death 
to  Aose  who  have  broken  m  upon  his  rest ; — ^to 
loTe  with  increased  ardor,  and  to  gaze  upon  her 
who  had  been  the  object  of  his  former  vows, 
with  all  the  intensity  of  madness.  In  a  fit  of 
phrenzy  he  formed  a  resolution  of  which,  to  say 
that  it  was  desperate  would  be  to  under-rate  tiie 
unheard-of  rashness  which  could  attempt  to 
execute,  or  the  unequalled  ^flection  which  could 
suggest  it.  He  resolved  to  carry  off  from  her 
father^  her  family,  and  her  country,  Caroline, 
Princess  of  Wolfenstein.  t « 


:  ■ .  I     »   .       •  ?   •    1 


I     I     I 


Either  the  impatience  of  public  curiosity,  or 
the  officious  arid  unfounded  speculations  of  per- 
sons in  aiithdrity  is  apt  to  hasten  the.  time  of  any 
great  event .  about  to  take  place,  and  io  assign 
for  its  occurrence  a  date  much  earlier  than  that 
upon  whiqh  it  really  afterwards  takes  place.  It 
was  tjius  that  .the  long  projected  .marri^e  of 
Caroline,  Princess  of  .Wolfenstein  I^ 
with  the  illustrious  PV4-  of  -^— -,  was  the  sub- 
ject of  conversation  in  alt  Germany ;.  every  body 
fixed  the  day  according  to  his  or  her  own  fancy^ 
dud  every  body  was  wrong.  .  As  for  the  Lady 
berself,  '^she  never  presumed,  till  within  a  few 

»  H  h 
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weeks  of  the  ev^it,  tint  it  was  sillier  so  iire- 
vqcably  detenninefl»  or  so  near;  and  m  all  her 
struggles  between  lov^  add  dutj,  she  had  always 
viewed  the  sacrifice  that  she  was  called  upon  to 
make,  as  at  a  distance,  and  yet  £ar  removed  from 
her :  it  it  as  this  fiaital  error  that  induced  her  to 
suppose^  that  when  she  had  really  promised 
once  mors  to  hear  from  the  unfortunate  Count's 
Qiyn  lips  in  private,  his  renunciation  of  former 
vqws^  and  his  prayera  for  her  future  happiness 
and  greataess, — ^she  might  keep  her  word,  and 
gratify  so  reasonable  a  wish,  expressed  by  a  man 
whom  it  had  been  folly  to  have  endeavored  to 
persuade  herself,  she  had  not  the  highest  regard 
and  interest  for^  and  whom  it  is  not  less,  absurd  to 
suppose,  not  to  have  been  enamoiured  of  herself. 
But  the  reader  must  be  told,  that  this  interview, 
.  which  we  are  about  to  ]ie<^ord,did  not  take  place 
without*  the  intervention  of  a  few  circumstances 
that  are«  by  no  paeans,  to  be  omitted. 

Shortly  aftei;'  the  conference  related  in  the  last 
chapter,    Mr.  Seymour   again  canie-  over  from 

•E— , i.    It  was  DOW  the  month,  of  July,  and 

he  brought  the  intelligence  that  in  the  ensuing 
October,  the  deputed  agents  of  the  C — n  would 

arrive  at  Wolfenstein  to  conduct  over  tp  E — ^ 

the  Priivcess  9^roline.  TI)e  intelligence  of  this 
intended  visit,  induced  the  Puke  to  make  s^  great 
addition  to  the  number  of  his  already  numerous 
visitaQ|s  at  the  pastle.  It  was  speedily  reported, 
that  a^  grand  celel>ration  would  take  place  of  the 
first  official  tidings  that  might  reach  the  Oiijke,  of 
the  great  event,  directly  from  tlie  B h  Minjis- 
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ter«  3p'^ei7.  body  looked  forward  to  the  ^ay 
upon  which  this  festival  was  to  take  ptaee,  asr 
one^  tbafc  in  brilliancy  and  6clat,  was  to  surpass 
even  the  bal  ckampetre^  which  was  given  in 
honor  of  his  Dighness's  birth-day.  In  the  mean 
time^^  the  Duke  and  the  Count  C^rrafia  rode  out 
together^  visited  the  tennis-court^  Walked  arm  in 
arm  upon  the  parade,  inspected  the  University  at 
H— stedt,  and  appeared  in  public  npQO  every 
occasion,  more  like  two  brothers^  than  two  parwly 
reconciled  friends.  It  was  upoii  one  of  t^i^se 
occasions,  that  the  Duke  intimated  lo  the  Gou^^ 

his  intention,  in  honor  to  the  £ rh  o^utatioD, 

to  bold .  at  the  castle,  a  grand  masquerade ;  a 
species  of  entertainment  then  passionately  follow- 
ed by  all  ranks  and  classes  of  people.  Relapsing 
into  his  former  affability  and  condescension^  he 
suggested  to  Count  Caraffa,  a  wish  that  he  shonld 
make  his  appearance  at  the  castle^  in  the  li^t 
of  a  red-cross  knight ;  offering  also  to  provide 
him  for  the  occasion  with  a  complete;  suit  of  steel 
armour.  The  County  wi^out  much  c<msidering 
the  proposal  at  the  time>  unhesitatingly  accepted 
itj  and  so  the  matter  passed  on.  Stilly  hawever^ 
revolving  iq  his  mind,  the  darmg  and  romaptio 
epterprize  with  which  we  have  already  acqui^int* 
ed  the.  reader,  this  offer  of  the  Duke  appear^d.to* 
him,  upon  returning  home^  and  reflecting  for  a 
little  time  upon  the  facilities  which  it  might  offev 
for  his  purpose,  as  one  of  the  very  £rst  import 
tance  tQ  his  views ;  and  he  iwmedialjely  sat  down, 
and.wrote  tbe.fiollpwip^letter  to  bif  friend,  Lord- 
Edward.  F — -,  at  Ann^  in  Ireland;— 


230  TOCllOYALWANDUlBIliOB, 

r  .cfi k,  8tti  July,  17d— 

''My  Dear  F- — , 

"  I  have  been  something  distressed, 
^  and  infinitely  disappointed,  at  the  length  offline 
^'  which  has  elapsed  since  I  last  heard  from  yoa. 
**  1  wrote  you  a  letter  immediately  upon  my  arrival 
'*  at^this  place,  detailing  the  particulars  of  an  ugly 
'*  afl&ir  in  which  1  got  ipvolved,  upon  my  way ; 
'*  w;hich  terminated  in  again  introducing  me  to  the 
"Duke  ofWolfenstein^  and  which  I  shall  never 
^'  cease'  to  deplore^  in  as  itiuch  as  upon  that  fatal 
*^  night,  I  lost  tlie  best,  the  bravest,  the  most  faith- 
'^iiilj  and  the  most  attached  domestic  that  ever 
**  fought  in  defence  of  his  master's  life.     Poor 
"  Lebpold!  it  would  be  little  satisfaction  to  your 
^'  generous  and  merciful  spirit  to  know,  that  the 
"  robbers  of  the  forest  of  Lenaren  have  since 
''*  expiated  their  drimes  npon  the  scaffold  and  the 
"  wheel,  otfaaye  absconded  from  the  avenging  arm 
**  of  offended  justice.  ......     But  this  Duke^ 

"  F — ^ ;  how  shall  I  make  you  comprehend  the 
^^  conflicting  sentiments  which  my  bosom  enter- 
'*  tains  in  regard  to  him  ?  You,  of  all  others,  best 
<*  know  the  sincere  and  grateful  regard  that  I  have 
^'  ever  entert&ihed  for  a  man,  whose  fostering  hand 
'*  first  brought  me  forward,  upon  the  ro^d  of 
"  military  promotion  and  of  success.  Since  our 
re-union,  as  it  were,  he  has  again  evinced  towards 
me  the  same  partial  friendship,  th)3  same  un- 
"  wearied  zeal  to  serve  me.  But  oh,  my  Lord, 
since  that  fatal  hour,  that  moment  of  pleasing, 
yet  certain  ruin,  when  I  first  beheld  the  lovely 
heiress  of  Wolfenstein,  and  animated  by  a  pre- 


cs 


HKHOIRS  OP  CABOLINE.  237 

"  Bumptuous  passion  which  forgot  in  its  intensity, 
"  its  impropriety, — I  veotared  to  breathe,  or  rather  ' 
"  to  look  those  tows  1  dared  not  breathe ;  I  find 
"  that  1  have  aroused  to  madness,  and  irritated  al- 
"  most  to  disgost,  the  wounded  pride  of  my  friend 
"  and  General.  Yes !  it  is  true,  we  are  now  recon- 
"  ciled ; — 1  now  reside  in  this  small,  but  elegant 
"  Court,  and  all  the  attentions  that  my  rank  (by 
"  the  bye,  my  Lord,  you  will  see  by  the  end  of  my 
"  letter,  that  my  style  and  title  are  altered)  could 
"  demand,  I  say,  ereninthe  Emperor's  Court,  are 
"  here  paid  and  observed  towards  me,  with  a  scru- 
"pulonsness  almost  fastidious.  Every  outward 
"  manifestation  of  friendship  and  of  favor,  is  appa- 
"  rent  in  the  hebaviour  of  the  l>uke  to  me ;  but, 
"  could  1  make  yon  sensible  of  the  vindictive 
"  sarcasm,  thehitter  irony,  the  tone  of  exulting 

*  vigilance,  the  air  of  mingled  haughtiness  and 
■'jealousy,  with  which  he  greets  me,  every. time  ■ 

*  we  happen  to  meet  in  the  presence  of  her,  who 

*  is  still  the  one  loved  object  of  all  my  tenderesi 
'  afiections,  you  would  conceive  the  lot  which 
'  has  heen  decreed  the  poorest  soldier  in  your 
'regiments,  a  happier  one  than  mine. 

"Your  Lordship  knows  my  character,  my  feel- 

*  ings;  judgethen,  what  has  been  the  impression,' 
'  which  the  mirth  of  strangers  occasioned  by 
'  satirical  reflections,  upon  the  unfortunate  rai^h- 
'  ness,  with  which  I  had  ever  dared  to  cherish  a 
'  passion  of  this  kind,  has  made  upon  my  quick, 

*  my  a^ravated  feelings.     Believe  me,  F , 

<  my  heart  is  wrung  with  anguish,  and  almost  con- 

*  turned  with  the  ardor  of  that  affection^  whi'-' 
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^^  hayebeen  thus  decried  forentertaioing,  while  the 
^'  being  who  excited  jt^  was  the  faultless  creature 
J^  you  must  too  well  remember.  And  now,  pre- 
^^  pare  yourself  to  be  surprised,  even  a(  #iy  deter- 
'^  minatioD ; — ^you  have  seen  me  rash^  you  have 
*' judged  me  hasty,  you  know  me  impetuous. 
^'  Be  it  so;  it  will  the  jess  amaze  you^  that  I  con- 
jure you,  F ,  by  all  the  remembrances  of  our 

past  yeajrs ;'  by  all  the  sportive  pleasures,  even  of 
**  boyhood ;  by  the  friendship  which  we  swore  to 
**  each  other  in  our  youths  and  have  confirmed  by 
'^  the  actions  of  our  manhood ;  by  the  congenial 
^'  aspirations  of  our  soul ;  by  the  perils  of  twenty 
'^  battles,  in  which  we  have  fought  side  by  side ;  by 
<'  all  the  recollections  of  past  years,  and  the  hopes 
'^  of  days  to  come  ....  hasten,  to  me,  delay  not 
'*  an  instant !  The  time  presses,  the  opportunity 
*'  may  fly,  my  purpose  is  desperate.  Lord  Edward, 
^^  — ^to  me,  life  is  a  blank  ;  existence  only  a  con* 
<*  dition  of  despair, — wit;hout  that  one,  that  only, 
^'  that  inestimable  prize, — and  I  will  have  it,  or 
<'  perish  in  the  effort  to  obtain  it  You  under<» 
<*  stand  me  .  •  .  1  will  not  attempt  to  excuse  such 
*'  a  request  as  this  is,  noi;  to  lessen  the  danger,  the 
^'  trouble,  nor  the  distance  of  the  journey.  In 
^*  return,  command  me  in  any  thing,  and  any 
*^  where,  and  consider  that  you  have  a  claim  as 
''  dear,  and  as  undoubted,  as  to  your  most  secret 
V  thoughts,  to  the^  life  and  fortunes  of  your  un-. 
''  happy  and  almost  hopeless  {nend>       .    . 

''  Barham,  Count  Caraffa." 

This  letter  vf^as  not  long  in  reaching  Lord 
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Edward  F ;  he  perused  its  contents  with  a 

sigb^^and  instantly  arranged  matters  for  his  de- 
parture. His  conduct  at  this  time  was  vigilantly 
watched,  by  emissaries  employed  by^  th6  E — ^H 
Ministry :  it  was'not,  therefore,  without  extreme 
difficulty,  and  many  disappointments,  that  his 
Lordship  finally  embarked  at  D — ^bl — ^n  in  a 
vessel,  which  he  had  himself  engaged,  under  a 
fictitious  name,  to  transport  him  immediately  to 
Bremen ;  there  to  remain  for  further  orders.  The 
symptoms  of  discontent  and  hostility,  which  had 
begun  already  to  manifest  themselves  in  the 
kingdom  he  was  apout  to  quit,  retarded  his  ar- 
rival on  the  German  shores,  to  a  much  later 
period,  than  either  the  Count  had  wished,  or  his 
liordship  himself  had  arranged.  In  the  mean 
v^hile,  the  Count,  distracted  between  the  efforts 
which  he  had  madie  to  subdue  his  passion;  and 
the  resistless  ardor,  with  which  it  now  returned 
upon  him,  ever  since  he  had  permitted  it  to 
overpower  his  judgment  and  his  fortitude,  consi- 
dered only  that  be  had  staked  life,  and  for- 
tune, faipe  and  happiness,  upon  a  single  cast. 
This  suspense  was  next  to  intolerable ;  even  his 
owii  enthusiasm  fdiled  to  persuade  his  most  san- 
guine moments,  that  his  intentions  were  otherwise 
than  desperate  and  rash ;  but  he  had  resolved 
nt>on  their  execution.  He  knew,  even  in  the  first 
motnent  updn  which  he  determined  upon  his  en- 
terprize,  that  all  human  probability,  must  antici- 
pate its  failure;  he  knew  too,  that  upon  that  failure, 
in  all  likelihood,  death  itself  would  ensue;  and  he 
was  disposed  to  pay  the  dreadiful  price  of  ill  sue- 
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C688.  Here  ooly  he  was  calm;  io  the  cpntemplatioD 
of  danger,  he  lost  sight  of  every  personal  evil  or 
affliction,  and  if  his  measures  were  generally  so 
well  connected,  as  to  extricate  him  from  the  most 
threatening  difficulties ;  he  applied  himself  to  pro* 
vide  measures  of  safety,  rather  to  ensure  the  suc- 
cess of  the  undertaking  in  which  he  might  been  en- 
gaged, and  the  military  lame  consequent  upon  il^ 
than  from  any  motives  of  personal  security.  In  the 
present  instance,  he  was  reconciled^  (so  to  speak,) 
to  the  imminent  risk,  and  sacrifices,  attendant 
upon  his  projected  enterprize ;  if  he  thought  of 
peril,  he  remembered  also  the  reward ;  and  far 
from  waving  between  hope  aud  despair,  he  hesi- 
tated not  a  moment  between  life  and  4eath.    Life 
had  no  charms,  death  could   have  no  terrors^ 
without  the  possession  of  that  object,  for  which 
he  embarked,  once  and  for  ever,  upon  an  ocean 
of  trouble,  and  of  danger. 

I>ay  after  day  rolled  on ;  the  Duke  bad  an- 
nounced to  the  Count,  that  in  three  days  more, 
the  festival,  which  he  proposed  to  celebrate,  and 
intended  to  be  kept  as  a  general  holiday  through- 
out his  dominions,  would  take  place.  Still  there 
came  no  tidings  of  Lord  Edward ;  and  the  un- 
happy, the  desolate  Count  now  conceived  his 
fate  to  be  more  truly  miserable  than  ever :  he  now 
concluded  that  he  was  friendless  and  alone,  in  a 
world  that  possessed  no  longer  a  single  charm 
for  him,  n^,  not  even  the  solitary  aid, 

necessary  to  enable  him  to  attempt  that  desperate 
measure,  in  which  he  might  trust  at  leastj  to  close 
a  weary  existence,  sword  in  hand.  As  he^crossed, 
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extreua  hekt  compelFed  him  io  seek  the  shady 
rooedaes  of  ^  grove,  which  lay  upon*  hiB  Tight 
baod.  He  was  too  absorbed  hi'  his  own  coii«> 
templations  to  obBerve  wbith^  he  was  goingy  but 
had  hardly  entered  the  grof  e,  before  he  met  no 
other  than  Caroline  herself;  for  Ihis  was  the 
little  <lomain  attached  to  her  bowar.  It  would 
be  quite  in  vain  for  us  to  attempt  describing  the 
confusion  which  appeared  upon  the  Aiijes  of  eiitfaer, 
at  this  unexpected  encounter.  The  Count  was 
taken  so  complietsly  by  surprize,  that  at  first,  he 
looked  oil  withRHit  uttering  a  singfe  wdrd ;  and  the 
Princess  stoed  motionless  as  a.  marble  atato^, 
for  which  indeed/  you  might  ba^eB^nristiben  faer^ 
but  for.  the  moiiientary  *  blush,  *  wbieh'  !paised 
OTer  iier  pallid  featuies.  Having,  teturned  the 
botfy  ivhich  tie  Coont  had  at  length  snmtnoned 
reooitectML  enough  to  make  iHef,  by  a  li^fat  in- 
dlutstiME  of  her  head^  ehe  w^Bisipr^pAring  to  leave 
hittt,  and/.appesoredas  if  she'  was  intem|iaig«to 
tdturvitx)  the  Castle.  Hhppy  had  k  beenftirthQ 
Count/  if  he  had  not!  Mcofered  froin  that:  stale 
of  sndden  surprise,  wUcb .  took  frotti  him:  for  a 
£^w  jbonients,  the  &culty  of  speech.  Biit  when 
he  faw  diat  adoied,  and  amiable  bmng^  whom  he 
Ww.ao;kMnediately  tO:.k>$e  for  eVte,  he  Could 
w>  longer  teatiain'  Im  ei^r  impnlidnoe  to  pour 
put  ftU:  the  wfhfiiol^  oi  his  lamMted  heart.  jEle 
advanttp4>  then^fore,  with  a  hesitatit^  step,  ox- 

V;.WiH  yon^iMbdMls,  defsriiire  toe  of  this  Ofily, 
M)i(r  last}  oppiMrttnistyr  iwlibrh  Ii  aU<^  ia  beyond 
my  hopes,  of  fendeatorinf^  to  :mihO¥e  fmm  your 
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mkid,  the  unfavorable  idnpreMioih  which  IgnMitlji 
fear  my  raahnew,  my  folly^  my  preaumplMiB, 
Cadded  ha^  with  a  dtgected  air)  moat  have  cauaed, 
where  only  of  all  the  world,  1  coald  wi^^  if  that 
were  poaaiUe^  to  stand  in  a  light  at  least  not  ab^ 
aohitdy  odious*'* 

The  emotion,  thetpasaion,  which  Garaliae  had 
been  so  long,  endeavoring  to  repress,,  and  alrooat 
wishing  to  foi^^  gl^wbd  in  a  single  instant,  in 
her  beanti(hl  bine  eyea;  They  larere  aofinsed  with 
tears,  and  the'  soft  ej^paession  of  pityv  and  of  sad^ 
ness, ;  that  trembled:  npon  her  fang^  eye-laakm^ 
cfaaaed  a^ay^  in  all  the  native.  simjAiBilty  <rf»atnK^ 
thestately  resenwv  ^nd^  dignified  looldness  wfaiah 
shehad  jiiet  befaie  ^deavored  to  assdme. :  . 

^I'lt  IS  itnposaihle  4hai  I.  should  iso|  far  forgel 
my  dntyias  a.  dadgbter,  w  aa  a  finiend^  as  noC'to 
Usteniwitii  gratefttjireapectandatttatian^  to  any 
thing  that  falia:  fbopi  fahni  who,  ih  ^ditiMs  to  all 
thenAer  daims  which  be  Jma  npop  myMgasd,'' 
(Caroline  Unshed  defplyi  as.  she  •q[M>ke^<  and  4ht 
CovttitiaMgined  be  waa  m  Heaviefty  a4d'  liateaong 
toan  angeVa  voice)  ^^hdslha  beatlit^to  command 
my^  attention^  as  Ihe  pre*erver  of  a  father'a  Ufe 
Ona^  only  conditidn/ Sir;  there  ia'a.  enfant 

<<  Upon  whi^h"  (intetrapted  Ihe 
Oovrt  in^vehiiMOti  agitation) '<  yon  wiHiml  alt 
me  to  apeak;  aUheogh  it  ha  the  only  prii^iegei 
had  i  ton  titnea  sAviedi  that  life^  (which  yoor 
la?tth  gratitade  vnll  confer  on  me  the  merftr  of 
having  pfeiarved)  t  eyer  shanii  hav«  ^ventoted 
to  claim.*'  HeatbptMid,  heJooMtd'a*  OaroHne^ 
and both*theiaiMirttf  weie  faUi>  •  In  Ihe  wiWneas 
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of  his  tM»aoiH  he>stnick  his  forehead  violently 
with  his  hand^  as  he  ejaculated^  with  a  voice  half 
dq^reased  hy  x>y,erpowttriDg  feeling,     :     .  • 

^  Ptesumptaous  fool  I  what  have  I  done  !*r^ 
Pardon,  Afadam^  the  fireiozled  haMmeM  of  a^ 
mm,  tortured  by  a  pang,  too  great  for  life,  too. 
bitter  even  for  hope  to  bear." 

.  Caroline  waa  little  prepared  to  withstand  :siieli> 
an  appeal  as  this,^  and*  she  'bamt  into  t^ars,  Tbie) 
Gouot  in  h\»  tarn,  adcnsed  himaelf  of  inlmmanity,4 
and  heedlessness,  id  having  caused  «  movnent'a 
imeasiness  by  his  own  impetuous  dieiclarilioiiv  tor 
cyne,  who  was  iiMieed  the  -eole  enqiress  of  bia 
wretched  bosom.  The  Princess  recl&ied  aigaimik 
a  tree,  unable  in  thd  vividness  of  httt.  .eniotieii.  t6 
sustain  herself,  and^beGotabt,  vuaUB^tarattppiMrt 
hiej^  whispered^  as  he  bent  over  h^r;^-- 

<'  O^best  and  loveliest  of  lvomea,ileli'Ae  oidy 
that.you  pardov  me ;  I  know, : t  fed  thb^dieiy  that 
terminates  my  exialenep,  <  is  hit  appr^acbhig } 
and  let  not  death,  which  neV^yd  ipOBseaeed  b 
terror  in  my  eyes,  now  oonls^iliijtied^  itf^aH  the 
bitterness  of  your  displeastire*  ^Bepeatbul  tiiat 
word  i  and  teach  me  a  taliflviatt,  wfatclr^through 
the  wearisome  rempiipder.  of  «y  lifei,  ma/xlispel 
every  horror^  tfafat;  will  oth/cifwise  intrMle.<upon 
my  cipsiog  wene."     1       '     «    i  :    r      -  i 

It  w[a8  in  vain,  thai  Gaibliiii  attetiipteti  io  re«^ 
p}y  f  her  ut^anee" w«l  ohoakddy  beorsoivow  iraa 
not  to  be  r^resaed.  i  iTbe  atngutsb  43f  ' ttife  -.  Connt 
increased  tenlpld,  al  the  tight  i)|:lier0vigi%helm- 
ing  distress,    but,    Uitstakiiig'  her   involuntary 
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silence,  for  a  tacit  ejqjreision  of  displeasare^  he 

contintted^ 

"  Pity ; — do  not   scotti  me,  think  me   not. 
criminal.  Beautiful  Caroline,  if,  enraptured  with 
the  first  M^ht  of  features,    which  well  ^ffat 
excuse  my  presumptuous  admiration,  I  became 
irrevocably  devoted   to    that  passion, .  when  I 
ft)und  that  the  expression    of    those  features, 
emanated  from  a  mind,  yet  more  lovely.    Once 
more,  I  conjure  you  to  foi^ive  me ;   true  it  is, 
my  days  are  humbered,  my  hopes  blighted,  my 
very  soul  is  withered ;  true  it  is,  that  in  the  grave 
alone,  this  weary  frame,  this  anguished  spirit,  shall 
find  Test    But,  in  a  foreign  land,  wretched  and 
deserted;. without  one  only  friend  to  close  those 
eyei|,  that^adly  would  now  close  for  ever — their 
last  glance,  still  lingering  upon  a  pitying  angel — 
I  could  Wish  that  that  one  agony  were  spared 
me,  which  : should  disturb  the  calmly  waning 
pulse  of  li^,  by  the    knowledge  that  I   died 
deBpiaed  and  nnforgiven !"  ' 

Caroline  clasped  his  hands,  but  was  stiU 
unable^  to>  ntter  a  single  word.  The  look  indeed 
that  she  gave  to  the  in»ploring  Coutit,'  spoke 
m^re  than  forgiiireness,  and  a|l  that  pity  could  de- 
mand, Jar  generosity  of  soul  bestow.  She  at 
length  recovered  herself  sufficiently  to  say — 

"  Alas,  Sir!  why  do  you  accuse  me  of' a  re- 
sentment, wjiicb  I  am  so  far  from  feelihg?^  Oh ! 
Count,  did  yotf  know  what Ihave  endured,  and 
to  wh?it  I  am  siibiejsted,  ujpon  your  account ;  you 
in  your  turn  worild  pity  me !" 
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The  Count  at  this  inslaDt  felt  the  Aame  sort  of 
sensation,  that  a  man  experienceis,  who,  having' 
mounted  the  scaffold »  and  being  npon  the  very 
point .  of  execution^  hears  among  the  multitude/ 
thci  cry  of  a  reprieve.     He  was  just  returning  his 
pasijionate,  acknowledgements,  for  this  kind  and 
amiable  declaration  of  Caroline's ;  and  no  doubt 
would  have  gone  on  to  make  a  vehement  profes- 
sion of  his  love  for  her,  when  they  heard  the' 
trainpHng  of  horses  near  them,  and  turning  to  see 
from  whence  this  interruption  of  their  transient 
interview  proceeded,  they  saw  through  a  long 
avenue,  which  led  from  that  part  of  the  grove 
where  they  stood,  to  the  lawn  before  the  Castle^  a 
whole  train  of  the  Counts,  and  ladies  of  the  Court, 
and  foreign  officers,  returning  from  a  hunting  party. 
Some  of  them  had  already  entered  the  avenue  in 
question,  which  was  nearly  a  mile  in  length;, 
^and  both  the  Count  aiid  Caroline,  were  dompelled^ 
therefore  to  provide  for  tbdr  immediate  retreat: 
But  such  an  interruption,  at  so  interesting  a  mo-' 
meat/ when,    as  the  Count   was  sensible,  the 
Princess  was  on  the  verjr  eve  of  milking  him  at 
least : comparatively  happy,   by  declsiring  bow 
much  she  was  interested  in  bis  fete-^could  not 
be  bornis».      The   Goust  therefore;  seizing  her 
hfind,  imprinted  U|>on  it,  a  few  hasty  kisses,  whis- 
pering 'M  shall  see  you  herfe  to-morrow^  at  the- 
same  hour;  and  without  waititig  for  a  reply,  he 
plunged  into  the  thickest  shafleiB  of  a  neighboring' 
woodt  and  disappeared .   Caroline;  feeling  herself 
by  no,  mesQs  in  sufficient  sfHrits  16  ooaverse  with 
any  *  one,   and   the  Marshal   R—mb^^Ha^    and 
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Others^  haTing  now  so  nearly  gained  npon  her^  as 
to  make  it  necessary  for  her  to  return  their  bows, 
by  slightly  waving  her  hand,  repmred  to  her 
favorite  hat  loog^deserted  bower;  and  taking 
up  a  book,  felt  herself  pifepared  to  meet  the  sly 
inquiry  of  the  Baroness  Van  Orpentoh,  '*  how 
she  had  employed  herself  all  the  mornings  or 
where  she  had  hidden  herEtetf,  wiule  the  Court 
had  e^foyed  so  ckaiming  a  hunt  ;''~-by  shewing 
her  the  volume ;  wdiich  was' the  immortal  Poom  of 
her  favorite  Tasso. 


CHAPTER 


Tas  BarMMSS  Van  Orpenton,  tiiought  that 
wl^at:  il^e ,  Piiinecss  intimated  might  be  all  very 
true  ;-*-but,  slie  determiited:  parrowly  to  watoh 
her  condnct  The  next  day^  there  Was  another 
pi^rty .  AiiMte  to  enjoy  the  same  pleasures  with 
those  of  the  preceding  one;  and  as  had  now 
beeiii  long  her  custbmi,  Caroline  excused  herself 
^rom  atjb^diqg  it*  No:  remark  v^as  made,  but 
Van  Orpenton  cdmniimii^ated.  her  6u!^pii!)otts  to 
the  Margravine  of  B^— ^^/^and  ttve  Baroness  Von 
Fiiesbach.^  The  three  Ladies^  agi^eiitg  in  bpm^ 
iooi  that  it.  would  lie'imprbper  t6  infonA  the 
%M»  of.  thcdr  oim  sentimenta  rdiative  to  tiie 
Piinoeas  and  the  Counct,  til!  they  WeUe  In  peistes- 
^  of  «ome  cireumstancea  to  justify  their  ideas. 


determined  totake^ome  oi^partuiiitjr  after  join* 
itig  -the  cavalcade,  to  return  and  secrete  them- 
selves in  the  grove.  In  the  ineati  ttme,  Caroline, 
unconscious  and'  nnsuspicioub  of  all  that  was 
intended  respecting  her^  was  debating  with  her* 
self,  for  sbme  time  after  the'departure  6f  the  gay 
troop,  over  the  castle  dray -bridge,  whether  or  no 
she  should  indulge  berself^  in  the  dangerous,  yet 
resistless  curiosity  which  prompted  her  to  meet 
the  Count  at  the  place  he  had  himself  suggested. 
The  sun  was  high  ih  the  heavenis^  and  the  mid- 
day heat  reminded  her  that  it  walsmtich  at  that 
hour,  on  the  day  before,  she  had  so  unexpectedly 
met  the  "Count  There  is  no  contest  so  unequal 
aslhjalt  in  which  prudence  endeavbrs  to  subdue 
inciinatton,  when  the  contest  occurs  in  a  woman's 
treafiit;"the  eVeht,  therefore,  was  soon  decided, 
and  Caroline  was  suddenly  quitting  her  chAmbef^ 
for  the  purpose  of  g^idg  where,  the  moment 
ptededib^, '  slie  had  been  doubting  Whether  it 
watfpropertjG^  go ; — wheii  aToice'of  perfect  sweet- 
ness ahd  harmony  tittered  these  words ;  "  L^dy^ 
forbear  !•'  A  deep  Stillness  reigned  throughout 
that  quarter  of  the  trastle  in 'which  the  apart- 
tn^his  of  the  Princess  wiei^  sitiidted.  Almost 
ev^ry  inmate  y>f  this  portion' of  the  venerable  and 
majestid 'edifice^  had  quitted  H,  in  order  to  par^- 
cipate  in  the  sylvan  sports  to  which'  (!7^roline  had 
longbeto  a  fiftratiger ;  and  the  'd6m^stics  who  lived 
entSrel/  in  the  more  diMant  quarter^  of  this  exten- 
sive pHe;  'wei*e'unwilHng  to  expose  thl?mselves 
to  the  scorching  heatik  unhe6ess)irily,'  which  this 
year  ^rfe  sfevterefy  felt:    Car6Khe,  thferfefure,  was 
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Burprized,  and  even  awe-ttnick  at  the  sound  of 
a  human  voice^  (and  abe  doubted  if  it  were 
humao,  for  a  moment)  so  near  her.  She  was 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  imagine  from  whom^  and  from 
whence  it  proceeded :  and  then  the  import  of  the 
words  seemed  so  directly  to  apply  to  her  owo 
situation ;  to  a  fact  of  which,  she  thought  herself 
and  the  Count  alone  cognizant ;  nay,  to  an  idea 
alinost  as  yet  confined  to.  her  own  breast-*— 
Having  listened  for  a  few  momei^  attentively, 
in  the  expectation  that  she  might  hear  the  voice 
again,  and  no  sound  interrupting  the  general 
tranquility  of  all  around  her,  she  concluded  that 
the  thing  was  altogether  the  visionary  creatkm  of 
her  own  disturbed  mind.  Agaiq,  therefore,  she 
prepared  to  descend  into  the  park,  and  had 
reached  the  door  of  her  chamber,  when  her  earg 
were  once  more  arrested  by  the  same  mysterious 
command,  ''  Lady,  forbear !" 

Caroline  started ;  an  involuntary  terror  took  ^ 
full  possession  of  her  soul.  This  unfortunate 
attachment  had  only  served  to  cherish  ker  iiatural 
fondness  for  seclupion  ;  and  the  isolated  state  in 
which  she  found  herself  placed  among  the  ladies 
of  her  father's  court  (for  Madame  St.  Aubri  had 
paid  a  long  visit  to  her  native  coijntry,  from 
which  she  hi^d  now  returned  only  a  few  days 
before ;  and  this  French  Lady's,  was  tiie  solitary 
spirit  congenial  to  Carolina's ;)  fatally  cherished 
those  enthusiastic  aqd  romantic  feelings  wihich 
tended  naturally  to  a  sort  of  excited  sensibility, 
that  bordered  upon  superstition.^^  A|pun/sbe 
listened,  but  the  silence  was  deep  and  lajfiisfta:* 


I^iimm  OF  C4B«|I^E.  i49 

riipted.  Ashamed  lat  leaigth  of  her  idle  feanB, 
she  returned  to  the  door,  from  whence  she  had 
retreated  on  thejaecond  \vaming,  and  endeavor- 
ing to  muster  up  a  desperate  energy,  she  pulled 
it  bai»tily  open,  half  e^Ljpecting  k>  see  tl^e  explar. 
nation  of  this  mystery,  ^n  the  appearance  of  som«^ 
person  on  the  outside^,  when  the  same  voice 
within  the  chamber,  in  a  more  solemn  tone, 
deliberately  and  most  emphatically  pronounced,. 
''Once  more,  bevyareT'  Caroline  felt  as  if  she 
were  commanded  by  ^ome  invisible  being  of 
another  sphere^  and  was  yet  divided  at  the  same 
time  between  the  awe  which  his  injunction  in- 
fused into  hex  whole  svstem,  and  the  dread  of 
acme  hidden  trick  or  plot,  and  of  the  ridicule 
which  must  inevitably  ensue  (supposing  it  to  be' 
such)  whether  she  manifested  the  terror  she 
really  felt,  or  obeyed  a  mandate,  which,  to  obey, 
would  have  proved  her^  to  have  .considered 
supernatural ;  she  knew  not  how  to  act ;  if  she 
stayed^  she  would  necessarily  subject  herself ^to 
a  charge  of  superstitious  credulity  and  fear,  from 
the  insidious  enemy,  who  had  devised  this 
scheme ;  if  she  went, — it  was  clear  that  she  went 
^with  the  knowledge  of  soa\e  on.e,  who  possessed 
the  secret  of  her  intended  meeting. .  In  this 
dilemma,  she  stood  for  a  few  moments,  irresolute 
what  course  to  pursue ;  the  superstitious  terror 
of  unearthl}'  interference,  she  soon  ,  banished 
from  her  bosom,  and  that  once  done,  the  high- 
spirited  Caroline  was  not  long  in  resolving  to 
manifest  her  scorn  and  contempt  for  the  supposed, 
insidious  spies  vvhp  had  resorted  to  these  means' 


250  THE  ROTAL  WANDCRBt}  OR, 

of  eyincing  their  knowledge  of  her  approachhig 
interview  with  the  County  bjr  dismissing  every  6ther 
consideration^  and  hastening  to  keep  it  in  defiance 
of  every  danger.  Accordingly,  she  descended 
Che  grand  stair-t^ase  without  meeting  a  single 
individual,  till  she  had  just  got  to  the  furthei* 
end  of  the  greats  hall;  when  her  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  female  domestic  who  had  been 
recently  taken  into  the  Ducal  household^  and 
whose  countenance  had  greatly  prepossessed  the 
Princess  in  her  favor ;  Clauditie  was  hastening 
evidently  in  great  distress,  to  the  assistance  of 
some  one  who  had  experienced  some  accident; 
for  she  had  two  or  three  bandages,  and  some 
restoratives  in  her  hand.  The  Princess  eagerly 
inquired  "what  was  the  matter?'* — but  the  terri- 
fied girl  seemed  so  absorbed  in  the  melancholy 
occasion  which  demanded  her  humane  assist- 
ance, that  she  made  no  reply,  but  rushed  out  at 
the  porch^  followed  by  the  sympathizing  Caroline, 
whose  tenderness  and  humanity  were  at  all  times 
exceedingly  alert. 

The  Princess  continued  to  follow  the  rapid 
steps  of  the  afiSicted  Claudioe,  almost  round  the 
whole  circuit  of  the  Castle,  till  the  latter  had 
reached  the  base  of  one  of  the  eastern  turrets. 
Nobody  was  there,  save  Ciaudine,  but  there  was 
every  appearance  of  the  place  having  been  re- 
cently quitted  by  some  unfortunate  person,  who 
had  been  desperately  wounded.  There  lay  near 
it  a  huntsman's  cap;  a  rifle,  and  a  large  knif^. 
Caroline  now  advanced  to  the  astonished  do- 
mestic, (whose  amazement  at  the  disa|>pearance 


of  the  abject  to  who«e  HAsistaQC?  ^e  had  has^ 
tea^,  8ae«i^  to  faaye  eui^fi^de^  every  faculty) 
inid  repeated  hcur  inquiries ;  in  aD9w»  to  whieh 
Claudioe  at  length  informed  har,  that  bei^g  upoq 
tbAt  eidf  of  the  Castle^  ehe  had  heard  eopie  oqe^ 
as  fthe  thoQght,  moauifig  faintly,  as  if  exhausted 
by  pain ;  that  she  rushed  out,  and  looking  aboot, 
soOB  discovered  vtretoh^d  out  upon  the  spot 
wl^re  they  npw  stood*  4  yofing  man,  dreased 
like  a  bimtf m^n,  aud  bleeding,  as  ^e  feajed^  to 
death;  that  she  immediately  proce^ed  to  eall 
out  Ipr  help^  but  that  the  wounded  mao,  exerting 
bis  fe^le  v<Mce  to  speak  to  her,  implored  her  to 
desist,  for  that  be  was  an  exile  ttnd  an  OMtlaw  i 
and  $hat  as  an  ignominiops  and  lii^^ng  death 
must  e^tpiBj^  bis  dieooverjf  in  tbe  territory  of 
Lenenbergen,  it  was  his  only  prayeiv  tbat  fhe 
wofild  allow  htm  to  die  theve  in  peace;  that 
ncHifv^ed  by  Iw  e3qpre«(iion$»  #be  jBsquee^  hm  to 
ccoppqse  bimpelf,  while  s^e  rie^onied  into  the 
C^aftle  to  procure  some  bandages  to  staunch  his 
wounds^  and  some  €ord]al9  to  revive  him ;  ''and. 
where/'  added  Clandiqe,  ''  the  poor  man*  in  bis 
sad  conditien»  can  possibly-  have  removed  binn 
self,  or  how  he  can  have  stirred  at  alU  1  cannot 
ipiagine." 

''  We  had  better  search!"  fc{>lied  the  Pdncess, 
*^  1  see  here  is  the  track  of  blood  along  the  grass, 
and  perhaps  that  may  direct  us  to  the  place 
whM;ber  tbia  poor  unfortunate  has  removed  him- 
self." 

They  accoirdingly  proceeded  to  follow  the 
dreadful  traces  of  blood>  which  extended  for 
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Bome  way^  and  suddenly  ceased.  The  Princess 
observed  to  Claudii>e,  who  looked  eren  more 
disappointed  than  herself,  that  it  would  be  cruel 
to  discontinue  their  search  upon  this  account,  to 
which  the  other  assented »  and  eagerly  renewed 
it.  When  she  had  got  to  some  little  distance 
from  the  Princess,  she  exclaimed,  that  the  track 
was  now  again  clearly  marked  by  spots  of  blood; 
and  notwithstanding  thai  Caroline  looked  for  it 
with  the  greatest  vigilance,  in  vain ;  the  girl  per^ 
sisted  in  her  declanttion. 

"  Will  your  llighness,**  she  said,  '^permit  me 
to  follow  it  into  the  thicket  yonder,  to  which  I 
am  sure  it  will  lead  me ;  and  perhaps  your  High* 
ness  will  stay  here,  till  I  return  to  acquaint  you 
that  I  have  found  the  poor  man;  which  I  yet 
hope  to  dor* 

To  this  Caroline  readily  agreed,  andClaudine,. 
looking  cautiously  all  the  way,  soou  entered'  the 
thicket,  and  was-  lost  among  the  trees.  In  the 
alarm  and  anxiety  of  the  moment,  and  in  her 
»»ympathy  for  the  suflfering  unknown,  Caiy>Kne 
had  totally  forgotten,  not  only  the  object  with 
which  she  had  come  out,  but  the  awful  and  mys- 
terious warning  that  she  had  lieard  in  her  cham- 
ber. Left  aloue  to  her  own  meditations,  she 
•began  to  reflect  with  no  small  vexation,  diat  she 
had  exposed  herself,  perhaps,  to  the  exulting 
malice  of  some  enemy,  who  evidently  knew  of 
her  appointment  to  meet  the  Count,  jpst  as  much 
by  coming  out  and  stopping  there, — ^wasting  the 
moments  that  she  had  meaut  to  have  devoted  to 
^o  interestingan  interview, — as  if  she  had  actually 
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fbtiHed  her  intehtioti  by  keeping  the  appoml* 
meiit.  A  thoasatid  times,  irhile  she  Was  imfMi* 
tjeiitly  expecting  Claudine's  return,  she  deter* 
mined  td  repair  to  the  grove  of  firs ;  aiid,  astiie 
danger  arising  from  a  know4edge  of  her  iivleryiew 
with  die  Count  was  now  to  be  considered  as  in- 
eTitable  and  placed  beyond  tiie  reaich  of  dbubt, 
to  have  at  least  that  sort  of  mtisfaetion,  which 
results  from  atcMeTing  the  object  fer  which  dan- 
ger is  Incurred .  But  then»  her  humanity  and  the 
ckcnmstances  urfder'^^hi^h  rfie^had  herself  prof* 
tered^  her  assistance,  and  permitted  Claudioe  t^ 
reckon  upon  her  co-operation,  would  not  allow 
faer  to  desert  a  statioo^hich  she  thought  it  her 
imperative  duty  to  maintain.     ^    \ 

After  w&iting  for  liearly  an  hour,  in  a  state  of 
•nspense  and  vexation^  Clandine  at  length  re- 
turned ;  her  countenance  was  wild ;  her  manner 
agitated ;  hei*  voice  inaudible  from  terror ;  and 
the  only  answer  which  she  made  to  the  aston- 
ished Princess's  enquiry  as  tq  what  she  had  seen ; 
and  whether  she  had  found  the 'wounded  man^ 
was .  to  cliixg  convulsively  to  Caroline ;  catching 
hold  of  her  robe,  she  said,  in  a  hurried  tone,  and 
with  a  supplicating  look, — **  Oh  Princess,  Prin- 
cess, save  me!" — ^the  exclamation  was  scarcely 
uttered,  before  four  fierce  looking  ruffians  jump- 
ed over  a  fence  that  inclosed  the  thicket,  which 
had  always  been  kept  as  a  kind  of  preserve  for 
Tarioos  species  of  game,  and  a  few  rare  animals. 
They  were  armed,  and  not  having  observed  the 
Prmcess,  had  advanced  some  few  paces,  running 
towards-poor  Claudine,  when  perceiving  Caroline 
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whose  habilimeiito  and  geoeml  ^pevanoe  mml 
have  imiiantly  coQvinced  them  that  tfaejr  lodkad 
opMi  the  PrincecNB  of  Wolfenstem,  they  aa  baalHy 
retirad.  Caroline  concloded— ~— *-aiid  at  pfaatat» 
tha  poor  girl  was  unable  herself  to  afiSord  her  any 
iiif<Mniation,**~-*that  she  ImwI  been  trepanned  by 
the  story  of  some  artfiil  villain^  who  had  febrioated 
a  tale  of  misery,  and  feigned  himself  wounded 
for  the  purpose  of  decoying  the  unsuspecting  giri 
into  a  snare  laid,  perhaps,  in  order  to  carry  her  effl 
At  diis  time  e^ery  part  Qf  the  Continent  was  so 
infettted  with  numerous  bodies  of  banditti^  and 
their  exploits  were  so  d%xmg,  and  their  dej^reda-* 
tioDs  so  extensive,  that  the  circumstance  excited 
less  terror  in  the  mind  of  Caroline,  thtm  it  j»%ht 
otherwise  have  done;  but  Claudiae  was  so  to- 
tally oTorpowered  by  her  emotions,  that  she 
coidd  not  recover  herself  for  some  time  siifi- 
ciently  to  detail  with  clearness  what  had  really 
happened  to  har.  When  she  was  at  len^  able 
to  do  80,  she  declared,  that  afl^r  leaving  the 
Princess;  she  clearly  perceived  the  oontumation 
of  the  track  of  blood  entirely  up  to  the  thicket; 
•—that  she  was  induced  by  this  circumstance  to 
enter  it,  as  well  as  by  the  understanding,  that 
the  thicket  contained  some  curious  animals, 
whicsh,  as  all  the  Duke's  domestics  were  strictiy 
prohibited  from  entmng  the  inclosare,  she 
thought  tins  would  afford  her  a  good  opportunity 
of  seeing.  She  acknowledged  that  she  lost  all 
further  traces  of  the  wounded  man,  the  moment 
she  had  entered  it ; — ^but,  that  prompted  by  cu- 
riosif  y,  she  did  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  pro- 


y 


MIMOmS  09  CAROIIKB.  2&& 

0 

cced  ;— she  added,  that  having  advanced  a  few 
paceiSy  she  heard  some  men  quarrelling  behind  a 
thick  copse  of  trees^  abont  the  division  of  some 
game  they  had  ensnared.    She  presumed^  there- 
fore^ that  these  were  part  of  a  gang  of  poachers ; 
and  knowing  tiie  desperate  and  ferocious  cha* 
racter  of  such  men^  she  was  endeavoring  to  get 
back  as  fest  as  possible,  when  the  noise  which 
she  made,  in  endeavormg  to  make  her  way 
through  the  intervening  branches,  attracted  their 
attention;  that  they  suddenly  started  up,  and 
seizing  their  arms  gazed  around^  uncertain  from 
whence  the  noise  had  proceeded  ; — ^that  she  in- 
stantly fled  as  fast  as  possible,  and  was  followed 
by  the  whole  party ; — but  by  reason  of  the  quick- 
ness with  which  she  had  formed  her  determina- 
tion^ that  she  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  ta 
the  Princess's  protection. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Caroline  sent 
a  party  of  the  domestics,   headed  by  the  old 
Seneschal,  to  search  for  and  seize  the  villains, 
-whb  had  evidently  intended  to  have  taken  away 
Clandine's  life  as  the  price  of  her  unintentional 
iiitrusion  upon  their  lavdess  employment.    These, 
however,  soon  returned  vnth  the  conbmunication 
thactthe  whole  party  bad  hastilydecamped,  leav- 
ing behind  them  a  very  large  quantity  of  game,  of 
every  description,  that  their  haste  had  not  per- 
mitted them  to  carry  away.     By  lliis  time  the 
Duke  and  a  numerous  party,  among  whom  the ' 
Princcfss^as  not  a  little  surprized  to  observe 
the    Count  Caraffa  himself,  returning  from  the 
chace ;  immediately  rode  themselves,  upon  hear- 
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ingwhat  had  befallen  Glaudine^  in  pursuit  of  th< 
daring  delinquents  who  had  ventured. to  intrude 
uppn  the  inviolable  sanctity  ofthedupal  park. 
Our  readers  are  aware;  that  throughout  Germany 
the  game  laws,  (which  eyep  in  £ngland  are  ini- 
qqitous  and  tyrannical,)  are  sanguinary^  merci- 
less, and  despotic.  Where  banishmeut  was  the 
punishment  of  the  trespass,  and  (if  ath  the  penalty 
<^  destroying  the  game;  it,  seemed,  therefore^  not 
a  little  extraordinary  that,  men  should  be  found 
hardy  enough  to  make  tl^e  immediate  vicinity. of 
the  Duke's  own  palace,  and  that  in  open  day,  the 
scene  of  their  depredations.  It  was  reasonably, 
concluded  that  they  must  be  men  of  the  most 
abandoned  and  ferocious  character,  and  fully 
determined  to  support  and  aggravate,  their  ag- 
gressions by  any  acts  of  wanton  cruelty  or  mur- 
der. And,  indeed,  the  truth  was,  that,  with  the 
usual  effect  of  all  laws  where  the  penalty  is  im- 
moderate as  contracted  with  the  offence^,  the  con- 
sequences of  the  extreme  severity  fo^  which. those 
that  regarded  the  game  have  always  been  infa- 
ftious  in  these,  kingdoms,  were,  that  every  £lectQ- 
rate,  petty  kingdom,  and  contracted  principality 
of  the  empire,. swarmed  with  small  parties  of 
needy  adventurers,  whom  poverty  .or  want  had 
driven  to  a  lawless  occupation  for  subsistence^ 
and  whom  the  inexorable  denunciation  of  the 
law  had  compelled  to  resort  to  murder,  in  fitter, 
to  secure  their  safety.  When  the  Duke  and  hia, 
friends  examined  the  thicket,  they  had  no  better 
success  than  the  domestics  had  met  with.  It 
was  clear  upon  the  most  momentary  inspection 


itE|«)ias  dF  cASOLiiirB.  257 

tbfU  tbe  pi^rtj  had  abriiptly  quitted .  th^ir  poai- 
Xhmi  tbfy  found  nalihin^  but  lji«  reiji^i^s  of  .^ 
^^Wt*  of  gip^ey  te^  that  they  had  coMtru^te^  m 
the  tery  h^art  of  |he  thicket,  ^  hi<;h  waa  in  fs^  a 
MfiaU  >i|vood^  a  little  powder  apd  9hpt»  a  cobiiid-* 
arable  quantity  of  dea4  gaipe  that  had    }fi^ 
snared,  som^  vi^ni^o^j  and  a  pi^ljol  qf  :9k  p6cali^ 
make,  and  of  a  vw»t  coi^tly  ^leiif  riptian.  .  ^hp 
.Duke  having  examined '  it,  pftsisi^d  it  on  ,^  tb^ 
Count,  vfho  instantly  r^cogniz^d  it  aa^*  one  qf 
those  which  be  had  s^n  in  tbe  possesaiou  rOf 
Dnval^  in  the  miners  hnt-    Wben  tbe  latter  saw 
it,  lie  could  uot  help  expressing  his.instaip^  bw 
prizie ;  instvnuGhj  that  his  Serene  Highness  de- 
manded what  ^ccasipped  tbe  wignlar.  sojt  .of 
amazement  which  the  (of^fis  of  th^lQanqt  at  qncfi 
manife9ted  ?~The  Con^t  simply  replied  to  b^q^ 
by  stating  the  memorable  occasion  upon  wbicji 
he  had  seen  it  in  the  possession  of  the  robber 
Duval.    Hie  Duke  was  scarcely  less  astonished, 
upon  hearii^  this  fact,  and  was  by  no  means  well 
pleased  at  thus  ascertaining  that  the  same  despe- 
radoes of  Lenaren,  who  bad  already  been  so 
near  makii^  him  their  prisoner,  were  once  more^ 
apparently,  bent  upon  some  design  against  his 
lierson.    Finduig  thiat  everFfS^arob  wfusi  fruitless^ 
Ihe party  retwoedte  tbcio^ptle,; .ev?ry  ope pm^- 
natwig  on  :his  iway  .qpon  the  e?ctn^>rdinaf y  a|)d 
•rather  myeteriraa  eppeersmce  of  thfisfe  ir<>htbei« 
upon  the  domaiM  of  Wojifiefistein.   ^A  ^kmf¥^ 
coii^erBatieii,  hPlv&wt^<lA^^^$m»Af  940i(  <)h^4 
away  eveiy  ieeluig  fdif  tenoTi  and  ev^  ^e^d  qf 
miknewn  ted  t^ppraachiiif  evil>  nn4  the  Ciount 
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alone^  perhaps^  felt  alarmed  and  uneasy  at  a 
mystery  which  he  could  not  solve.  He  could 
Hot  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  pistol  in  ques- 
tion conid  haTe  got  into  other  hands,  at  least  into 
those  hands  to  which  it  appeared  to  have  last 
belonged,  had  the  men  of  whom  they  were  in 
search  not  been  either  a  part  of  the  banditti,  who 
had  escaped  the, affair  in  the  woods  of  Handver, 
or  the  successors  to  those  who  formed  the  band  • 
before  that  aflWir  took  place.  When  this  party, 
therefore,  had  regained  the  castle,  and  was  seve- 
rally disposed  of  in  its  various  apartments,  the 
Count  requested  that  the  domestic,  whose  alarm 
had  first  induced  the  discovery  of  the  robber- 
horde,  might  foe  shewn  to  him ;  and  the  reader 
will  better  ims^ne^  than  we  can  describe,  bis 
utter  amazement,  upon  finding  th|it  the  terrified 
Claudiue  was  in  truth  the  mysterious  Bertbia ! 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

AccusToidfiD  of  late  years-  as-tbe  Count  had 
been  to  \every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  there  was 
something  in  this  efncountef  so  totsdly  unex- 
pected and  surprising,  that  his  astonishment  was 
without  bounds.  He  had  neither  heard  the  cir- 
cumstkttces  which  had  followed  his  parting  with 
Bertha  afterthe  adventure  of  the  iforest,  nor  ceuid 
he  divine  by  possibility  what  bad' led  to  ber  be- 


ittg  recmr^d  into  the  hoHsiekold  of  the  piilEie  of 
Wolfwstem  ^9  9  domestic.  But  if  the  aBtonish* 
inenl}  of  the  Coutit  was  thus  immoderate^  the  be- 
haviour of  Berthahersdf  wa§  of  a  totally  different 
character.  She  manifested  no. sort  of  wonder 
upou  being^  introduced  to  the  Count ;'  bul  on  the 
contrary,  acccisted  him  with  that  grateful  eager-' 
B^,  ,which  is  generally  the  result  of  friendship 
after  Services  performed,  and  an  absepce  wlfieh 
it  ba09  felt  o  be  too  long.  There  was.  in  fiatct^ 
sMuething  se  .peculiar  in  ^e  manner  of  Bertha : 
6^  tesjtified  an  interest  so  very  dear  in  all  that 
r/^giirdad  the  individtiial  1x>  whoni  she\addi:e88'e4 
ba»blf,  that  he  (the  Count)  w^  at  a  loss  to  what 
he  should  attribute  a  regard^  that  seemed  more 
par|ial  th^i  he  either  expected, or  desired,  \At 
hm,  desire^  however^  Bertha  began  to  relate,  her 
hififoryi  .but  bad  hardly  proceeded  further  than 
declaring  that  her  naniie  was  Bertha  MuUer,  an^ 
that  her  £ither  was  the  principal  magistrate  of 
Wepte,  whientlie  Coont  was  ififbrmad  by  a  troop 
of  domestics^  that  his  Highness  the  Piik^  awaited 
bim  bt  the  batiquet  The  CounI  was'  vexed  at 
this  int^nsuption,  but  it  wa»  unayoidabie ;  and 
prcqipsing.  to.senew  his  inquiries  afcth?  first  op-^ 
liMtufiiiy^.  ho  repaired  ,te 'Uie  b»nqiielyBg*rpo0^^ 
Tli^re  tine  conyersaitioip  iJirped \epHrely>  up^n  thi) 
MlHeatureof  the  m^i^ming,  ,fmd:tfae  masquerade 
|lMid9d  ;to  b^  giren  the  »ffxt  evening  v  but  th^ 
ttment  which  the  .CQunt  ha4.  experi-r 
in  :the .  morning,  at  n<^t,  n^ieetiD^  Caroline 
in  the  gi^ve»  and  the  inejiplicable  mystery  of 
Bortha's  .re^affiearaacei  ;^,;px^e.  of  the  Dupal 
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H oUMbold,  disposed  i|itn  to  be  so  melanekolr 
aiid  so  thoughtlul,  that  tiie  Dtike  and  the  Dortescr 
were  coiitiiiually  rallying*  bfim.  The  fonder,  by 
Way  of  givmg  Mm  atf  opportunity  of  at  least  say- 
itig  something,  obderred  to  the  ladies  attheijtable, 
tbat^  wcluld  hav^  themtake  care  of  their  hearty 
the  next  night,  for  he  intended  to  introduce  to 
them  a  most  particular  military  friend  of  hier,  mi» 
hsLd*  a^i^eed  to  come,  even  from  the  Holy  lamd^ 
to  join  their  reirels ;  he  assured  themi  that  all 
they  could  wish  of  private  worth. or  public  re- 
nown, of  noUe  manners  dr  chivalrous  bravery, 
ih^  ifkroiktd  find  in  the  Red  Cross  i&night  The 
^^ '  HBd  Cross  Knighf '  was  immediately  pledged 
by  6^e^y  glass,  and  the  Count  himoelf  felt  m  the 
unost  awkward  and  distressing  situation  iniagpi»- 
ble;  his  'politeness  prompted  him  to  acknow«- 
ledge,  abd  his  modesty  refused  to  accept,  so  flatn 
Bering  ahd  diMiiiguished  a  homage ;  but  frotti  Urn 
difficulty  (if  heeter  reiilly  doubted  what  coinae 
td  pimriiie)  he  liras  relieved  by  the  Dukels  piaeing 
Ms' iftnger  tut  his  hp,  sind  watching  the  0{^rUH 
^y'M 'which  Ife'  could  conv<ey  tfaia  aigiialifor 
silence  to'thcGoiitat,  Without  its  being  noticed' by 
tb^  tes^  <!ii^  ftis  gaeMs.  1  The  itctieii  was  im«:iuH 
€%setVM  ttyO^ittfravi^o  adeordhngly  was  relieu^ 
ft^'fiB6^^fnfhl4d^y  Of  ta^rmg'any  thing  abMl: 
hkjiiftel%'««^tiMl^%tfter^u«h^  cotnplimeMi  Md 
beed '^as^*  iljfif6il'hilnv  *  B^otte  4he^^ptetjf«4Mii 
thrdketf  i^,  i  ftm  A^M  >ut  iiitoihe  CMnt^ikinilj 
statifi^Ptte«^)iMifi^li«hnfiM¥'ii^i«hed' t^  kpmk 
withliiai^  tlild  eaMte  yaftlibdlc^. .  Thithev^tifv 
Cdunt  (Hrectly  repaired,  0iid  wa»Hiost  agrseatd^ 
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svrprizad  la  meet  his  old  friend,  Edward  Went* 
worth!  )  <         • 

Ab  fioon  'a»  he  had  warmly  greeted  the  trooper 
of  the'  re^hneist  'of  B^-^d-Hd,  Weatwortb  informed^ 
hini,  thai  'Lot* d-  Edward  F^-^^ —  was  ahxiously^ 
wailiul^  to  see  him  m  the  boa*e  where  he  had 
fomerl^'lftred  at,  in  H-^— ^stedt.  The  CoufiC 
dispatched  W^itworth  to  tell  Lord  Edward, 
tkat  he  would  be  with  him  before  midtiight,  and 
then  returned  to  the  banqueting- room,  in  order 
to  make  the  beM  excuses  in  his  power  for  his^ 
abrupt  de|»arture.  This^  howerar^  Was  a  matter 
of^ome' difficulty,  in  eonsequekice  of  the  vigilant 
poiidy  of  the  IMte^  in  regard  to  slirangers^-*^he 
inpoesibility  thel  the  Count  could  assign  any 
other  than  the  veal  cause  Air  his  request,— ^and  the 
g^eneral  ^nd  iuoo^yenient  cbriosity  wiiich  such  a 
ciffOuMstance  would  excite.  It  was  clear  that 
be  must  say  either  that  .WMtworth  had  arrived 
in  Lenenbtfi^eby  without  mentioning  Lord  Ed- 
ward, (-whose  poss9)le  willingness  that  his  ariival 
abbuldbe  teoW,  he  ijkras>by  no  means  satisfied 
of,<)  Of  efaie/  thkt  be  ttiuM'  cohceiBil  the  n^me  of 
Wcntwotth' altogether,  knd  ifo  be^  the'  trouble 
aod^  ffek  of  inventing  a  istoryj  wkidb  might  be 
atanontiliii^acftfily  Adetectedy'  and-  ifivotve  tiiem  all 
in  JMKM^i^ftblis  disgiticfe  arid  dttlbuftt  The 
etlM(tv^|)MVed'?the  truth  of  thiit  maxim,  that 
«'  ttoflie^  iib  ^  the  beiM  ]^olidy  ;^  it<  ^hupp^ued,  as 
ott&k  ^Ksurd  upon  thbse  ocfcasibus/^thsit)  tbe  mo- 
AMsaMhe  Count!  had  quitteditfw^  rtfcflttt,  he  became 
the  subject  of  general  conversatiMr  round  the 
tdblo»  8fiid  the  Duke^  whcr  k-eciUy<^feriained  a 


i<  » 


» 
\ 


362  THE. ROYAL  WANDBRMtrOH, 

very  high  adnrfraition  of  his  coonife  luhd  enter*^ 
prize,  was  relating  with  high  encomiuiUs  the 
affair  widi  the  French  advanced  guards  m  which 
the  then  Captain  Barham  had  so  gtesHy  digtin- 
guished  himself.  Upon  the  subject  of  his  intre- 
pidity the  Duke  had  just  before  remarked^  that 
he  never  kue w  any  man  who  possessed  the  same 
qualification  in  an  equal  degree,  excepting  it  wits 
a  private  trooper,  whooi  he  once' had  in  his  own 
regiment.  Just  as  the  Duke  was  speaking,  the 
Count  entered,  and  apologizing  forhis.delay,  ac- 
quainted his  Highness,:  that  he  had  just  received 
letters  from  his  friend  Lord  £di«ar4  F*^^-*, 
which  were  broii^it.  from' Irelaml  hf\ttm  Eng- 
lishman Wentwortk;  that  Wenlivoith  was  at 
H — stedt,  and  that  with  the  D«»ke*s  permissioa 
he  (the  Count)  meant  immedtalely* to  set  out  for 
that  place,  in  order  to  confer  Svitb  him  upas  one 
or  two  most  important  subjects,  for  information 
on  which,  his  letters  referred  him  to  the  bearer. 
The  Duke  observing  to  the  Marshal  R-rr-mbr^u 
that  this  Wentworth  was  the.  very  man  lie  spoke 
of,  requested  the  Count  to  u^e  hi$  pwn  discre- 
tion ;  **  und  while  yo\i  are  gone,  Count,"  conti<» 
nued  he,  ''  I  shall  enlertaii^  the  company  witb  a 
history  of  a  certain  adventure,  which  1  dai«  say 
you  may  well  remember,  though  you  did  oat  see 
its  disastrous  termination.  .  Po^r  WoNlWQrthl 

tell  him  from  me.  Count,  that  h^re,  at  leasts  lie  has 

•  ♦ 

nothing  to  fear ;  I  am  suee  h6  will  conduct  kim*^ 

^elf  like  a  good  subject,  while  he  contiitues  la 

my  dominions."    .  '   •         ; 

''  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  your  ^igh- 
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nessV  kind  detevftiination  in  bis  favor ;  the  poor 
fellow  has  *got  ioto  some  difficulties,  1  believe, 
with  respect  to  some  commiission  which  he  has 
been  executing'  lately  in  Ireland,  and,  I  think, 
fears  &at  some  information  has  been  forwarded 

to  your  Highness  from  the  B Government 

respecting  the  future  disposal  of  hi^  person:" 

"He  may  be  right  enough  there!"  rejoined 
the  Duke,  significantly;  but  added,  with  a  good- 
humored  smile,  ^*  but  that  matter  is  arranged  ;-^^ 
tell  him,  that  he  may  go  free  as^ir,  so  long  as  he 
chooses  to  remain  in  my  territories.  *  I  alwftys 
liked  the  van,  his  coolness  and  determination 
were  so  invincible,  that  they  were  sufficient  alone 
to  turn  a  battle  wlfen  it  was  half  lost ;  and  then/' 
he  continued,  again  addressing  the  Marshal,  *'  the 
strange  impression  upon  my  mind,  that  upon  the 
awAil  occasion  which  I  am  now  about  to  narrate 
to  you,  I  saw  this  very  man  precipitated  to  de- 

'  struction,  has  given  hihi  an  interest  to  my  feel- 
ings beyond  that;  I  think,  which  any  other  but 
the  great  approaching  event  could*  excite  in 
them." 

•*     He  then  turned  round,  to  take  leave  of  the 

'  Count,  but  was  surprized  to  find  him  already  gone. 
Nobody  had  happened  to  observe  him  4o  quit  the 
room,  and  *all  the  information,  that  Hb^  doniMtics 
could:  give,  was,  that  the  Count  ItakA  mabed 
to  the/,  stables  apparently  in  violent  agitatien  ; 

.that  selling  the  first  horse  be  could  fiod*  he.  hail 
saddled  and  caparisoned  it  himaelfvand  although 
the  night  was  extremely  dark, .  haid  ridden  off  at 
full  gallop,  i9  the.  direction  of  H-^stedt.    And  if 
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the  reader  is  ilot  alii^ady  too  lirad.fo^ ad  rapid  a 
journey, :Wj3  wHl,  with  hisleaYe,  acoompany  him. 
When  he.  arrived  at  H— ^stedt^  tfie  galea  erf  the 
toiYU  tirete  shut,  bat.  the  Codooiaadaiit,  well 
lutowing  the  Count  to  be  ao  intimate  and  fevof^d 
friend  of  the  Duke's,  made  no  diCBcuIty  m  open- 
ing them.  The  meeting  between  the  Goimtand 
bis  Lordship  was  that  of  two  men,  whose  fbr- 
tunes  were  equally'  de6perate»  but  from  difierent 
causes;  the  one  was  endeavoring  to  effect  an 
unattainable  amelioration  in  the  condition  of  hfe 
country ;  and  the  other^  to  secure  a  prize,  which 
(to  attempt  was,  perhaps,  a  yet  mve  desperate 
eflbrt  than  the  other.  The  Count  in  a  few  words^ 
and  with  something  like  confusion  at  the  candid 
acknowledgement  of  his  own  imprudence,  rapidly 
explained  to  Lord  Edward  in  what  manner  the 
renewal  of  his  passion  for  the  lovely  Caroline 
had  occurred.  He  admitted  his  folios  he  did 
not  attempt  to  extenuate  his  nashness ;  but  the 
conclasion.of  all  was,  that  being  desperately  ip 
love,  lua  itupassioned  spul.koew  no  medium- be- 
tween complete  success,  or  utter  despah*.;  and 
thaCf  therefore,  he.  bad  resolved  upon  the  plan, 
desperate  as  it  ^aa^  which  he  bad  hinted  at  in  his 
tetter  to  iMtd  Ed'vnjrd. 

Locd  Ed^ani  beard  him  with  prafbund.  attain 
ftioii,  and  tbe  Aonht  marked  with  pain  and  mdan- 
.cboly  iljbe .  Tiaible  alteration  which  a  few  yeau 
[had  eflletted  m  rfaa  acible  and  manly,  cpnnteaance. 
Though  hoiiincsiia  atBl  ^mug,  the  vivMsitj  of  yioutfa 
•had  fledf ;'  the  kaktci  oi  b|s  eym^  now  sunken  and 
hollow,  no  longer  displayed  itself  in. the  rapid 
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glances  pf  impetuous  eagerness,  but  was  chas- 
tened into  a  kind  of  habitual  keenness,  and  an 
expression  of  long  accustomed  thoughtfulness ;; 
the  freshness  of  youths  conscious  of  its  strength, 
andtevellingin  that  buoyant  sort  of  gaiety^  which 
is  the  result  of  high '  and  unrepressed  animal 
spirits,  had  given  place  to  a  calm  and  delibera- 
tive manner,  which,  if  it  argued  more  philosophy, 
evinced  a  mind  less  at  ease.  The  tranquil  pa- 
tience with  which  he  heard  and  replied  to  the 
County  appeared  to  the  astonished,  eyes  and  ears 
of  the  latter,  as  if  he  were  conversing  with  the 
ghost  of  JLdrd  Edward;  rather  than  with  the 
young,  the  brave,  the  noble  Irishman  himself. 
But  the  heart  of  his  friend  was  still  the  same; : — ^if 
political  misfortunes  had  contracted  the  circle  of 
its  kindnessi  its  sympathies  were  enlarged  in  a 
just  proportion.  His  affection  for  the  Count 
had  ever  been  that  of  an  attached  brother — it 
was  now  a  boundless  devotion,  ready  to  sacrifice 
its  last  energy^ — every  thing  but  his  native  land, 
for  hi8  service,  and  in  his  defence.  Far,  there- 
fore, from  reproving  the  Count  with  that  severity, 
and  indeed  reasonable  sternness,  which  the  lat- 
ter, from  his  manner  and  appearance,  had  beei^  > 
induced  to  anticipate ;  he  addressed  him  in  the 
kindest  and  most  considerate  manner. 

*'  If  1  know  you,  my  dear  Barham,  neither, 
your  temper^  nor  even  your  years,  are  such  as  to 
warrant  me  in  supposing  that  this  attachment  of 
yours  is  lightly  conceived*  You  know  my  sen- 
timents upon  this  head  already ;  I  have  endea- 
vored to  dissuade  you  from  prosecuting  so  hope- 

"  M  m 
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less  a  pursuit,  as  that  upon  which  you  have  em- 
barked; but  in  vain  !  I  presumed  also  in  the  free- 
dom of  a  masked  disguise,  to  intimate  to  the 
Princess  of  Wolfeiistein  herself,  as  conceiving  it 
an  oflice  really  serviceable  to  both,  that  you. 
were  at  length  sensible  of  your  presumption  and 
your  rashness.  That  also  appears  to  have  been 
a  fruitless  interference;  and  since,  my  friend,  I 
need  not  "Scruple  to  confess  that  I  agree  with 
you  in  thinking,  that  if  you  are  determined  to 
persevere,  there  is  ho  middle  course  between 
desperation,  and  an  entire  desertion  of  your  in- 
tentions; consider  me  as  ready  to  aid  yuu  with 
every  assistance  which  my  personal'  s'ervices  or 
my  advice  can  render  you/' 
The  Count  was  quite  overcome  with  this  new 

» 

and  last'  instance  of  the  generous  and  disinter- 
ested friendship  which  his  JUordship  had  always 
evinced  for  him,  and  taking  liim  by  the  hand, 
exclaimed^  with  great  earnestness',  and  soleth- 
nity : — 

•*  I  accept  your  proffered  kindness,  my  Lord, 
with  gratitude  and  joy;— rbut  though  t  am  the 
party  thus  inestimably  obliged,  1  muot  yet  ven- 
ture to  annex  one  condition  to  our  agreement  ( 
add  that  is,-^that  whatever  be  the  fate  of  my  des- 
perate attempt,  yourself  and  Wentvvorth  shall,  at 
any  rate,  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost  to  effect 
your  escape.  Consider  the  nobler  and  grekter 
interests  which  depend  on  your  Lordship;'  a  whole 
kingdom  identifies  all  its  hopes  with  your  exist- 
ence ;  and  how  should  my  name  be  acquitted  to 
posterity,  if,  in  a  generous  attempt  to  aid  youi 
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infatuatecf'friend^  that  life  should  be  sacrificed^ 
from  whose  continuance  it  will  be  taught  to 
suppose  it  might  alone  have  expected  the  lasting 
happiness,  of  a  brave  and  noble  kingdom  to 
have  been  secured/'— 

With  some  difficulty.  Lord  Edward  yielded  to 
these  representations,  and  having  made  the  Count 
sensible  of  the  necessity  he  was  under,  in  con- 
sequence    of   the    political    relations    existing 

between     B k     Lenenbergen,    and     G— ;— 

B of   keeping'  bimself  entirely  concealed, 

he  proceeded  to  inform  him^  that  he  had  hired  a 
vessel  whi<?h  was  to  wait  for  them  at  Bremen ; 
that^the  master  was  entirely  in  his  confidences^ 
^nd  might  be  depended  on.  In  return,  the 
Count  acquainted  him  with  the.  intended  mas*^ 
querade  of  the  next  evening  ;  add  suggested  the 
admirable  opportunity,  which,  however  vigilantly 
he  might  be  watched^  (and  it  was  for  the  sake' 
be  thought  of  invidious,  and  sure  distinction, 
that  tbe  Duke  wished  him  to  appear  as  a  Red- 
Cross  Knight,)  it  would  afford  him,  of  at  least 
making  some  appointment  with  Caroline,  which 
tiiey  might  manage  to  make  the  last  and  decisive 
one^  before  attempting  to  carry  her  off;  and, he 
then  pressed  his  Lordship  to  accompainy  him, 
habited  himself  as  the  Red-Cross  Knight,  whi}e 
he  (the  Count)  should  arrive  there^  at  a  different 
hour,  in  tbe  habit  of  a  Troubadour.  This 
arriangement  was  entirely  to  the  taste  of  bis  Lord- 
ship, who  was  not  yet  so  old,  nor  so  subdued,  as 
to  feel  no  wish  to  paiiicipate,  for  one  night  at 
least,  in  a  scene  so  joyous  and  so  brilliant 
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The  next  morning,  the  Count,  repaipng  to'  the 
castle  of  Wolfeiistein,  was  ushered  into  an  anti- 
chamber,  into  which,  the  Duchess,  not  expect- 
ing so  early  a  visitor/ soon  after  entered,  bathed 
in  tears;  nor  did  she  observe  the  Count,  who  had 
from  delicacy  continued  in  his  position^  without 
intruding  upon  her  distress.  At  length  the 
Duchess  observing  him,  far  from  retiring,  leaned 
her  hand  upon  his  shoulder,  and  said  in  a  voice 
almost  stifled  with  sorrow — 

**.^rhis  is  an  indifferent  reception  for  you.  Count, 
but  my  grief  you  yourself  are  not  free  from  the 
imputation  of  causing." 

'*  Am  I  indeed  so  unfortunate/^  said  the  Count, 
with  unaffected  dismay  and  regret;  supposing 
he '  had  really  committed  sooie  unintentional 
offence  to  the  Duchess,  for  whom  he  entertained 
a  most  profound  respect  and  regard— —'—*•  will 
your  Highness  condescend  to  inform  me " 

^'  Do  not  mistake  me,"  interrupted  the  Duchess, 
"but  follow  me  to  the  library.'^-^' 

* 

The  Count  obeyed,  not  without  considerable 
amazement,  wondering  to  what  all  this  mysterious 
^  commencement  of  the  morning  might  tend.  By 
a  private  suite  of  apartment3»  they  arrived  in  a^ 
little  time  at  the  Duchess's  library;  and  there 
her.  Serene    Highness  informed    him,  that  the 

deputies  from  E ,  had  that  morning  arrived, 

bringinjg  with  them  the  official  proposals  and  com* 
piunications  relative  to  the  intended  marriage: — 
that  the  Duke,  having  desired  the  Princess  to  be 
sent  for ;  and  she  upon  her  coming  before  her 
father,  bursting  into  tears,  instead  of  expressing 
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that  pleasuire  ^hich  he  seemed^to  hate  auticipajb^di 
that  the  tidings  would  afibrd  ber^^-Hig  jBigbifCSS 
became  exceedingly  irritated;  that  t\ke  Pirincf^ 
hftd  been  cpnipelled  to  return  to  her  apartnK^nt 
with  $1  peremptory  command*  that  she  sbpfild 
not  fail  to  appear  at  the  evening  entertainment; 
-and  ah  insinuation  and  threat  of  the.  most  b^rsh 
severity,  in  case  she  did  not  comply.  ^  The 
Ihiches}^  added,  that  the  Duke  then  required  her 
to  state  whether  she  thougbt  th$fct  the  Count 
Carra^  had  ventured,  siuce  his  arrival  at  Wol- 
fenstein^  to  renew  those  qoiiversations  with  thff 
PriRjcess,  which  had  already  ocqa8ion^d  l^is  4seri- 
ous  displeasure.  ''  The  Duke,"  she  ]cpnlinuedt 
^'  it  is  most  evident,  supposes  that  you  ppssesfi 
a  paramoui^t ,  interest  in  the  atfections  of  mir 
daughter.  '■ 

*'  The  Duke,  Madam,"  repliied  the  Count, 
blushing  likje  a  girl^  ''does  me  infinite  brao|>^ 
Great  as  my  presumption  ipay  b^^ye  beei^,  ]  have 
never  yet  dared  to  %tter  myself  with  $9;aspiFing 
a  thought." 

''Coipe,Count,"coi|tinued4iew^e^p^i)gI)uche8% 
'*let  US  be  candid  I  You  love  Carolinei  apd  ;) 
may  tell  yoM,  without  flattery,  that  were  ;it  w^^ 
the  curse  of  her  higli  station,  that  all  her  fiitur^ 
happiness  must  be  dependant  upon  the  a^ bitfi^ry 
will  of  another,  I  know  none,  whose  pretensf^n 
I  should  mora  warmly  approve  than  yours." 

The  Count  felt  himself  strangdy  s^git^ted  ;r^ 
in  short,  leaning  on  the  table,  he  concealed  his 
eyes  entirely ; 

''  And  Caroline,  Count ; — but  mark  me,  in  the 
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strictest  and  most  solemn  secresy  of  friendship  I 
tefMt  you, — ^feels  for  you  sentiments  of  the  high- 
est—regard; shall  r  say  ? — ^it  is  now  for  you  to 
tionsider,  whether  your  own  peace  of  mind  or 
hei^  be  the  more  dear  to  you.  »One  you  must 
liacrifice ;  if  you  persevere  in  this  unhappy  pas- 
sion^ you  seek,  1  fear^  an  impossible  object;  if 
you  have  the  resolution  at  once  to  desist  from 
your  rash  and  hopeless  pursuit,  may  the  conso- 
lation of  having  done  a  great  and  glorious  action 
alleviate  that  sorrow  which  is  most  poignant  to  a 
heiirt  so  generous  as  yours  !'* 

The  Count  attempted  to  reply^  but  the  Duchess 
motioned  him  to  silence.  As  well  ad  her  "^'ars 
would  alh)w  her,  she  proceeded  ; 

*^  To  night.  Count,  we  three  shall 'meet; \Vith 
heavy  hearts,  amidst  the  noisy  tumult  of  mid- 
night gaiety ;— 1  give  you  till  then  to  reflect  upon 
what  1  have  said '  to  you. — ^By  no  means  be  ab- 
sent;— ^it  might  excite  snspicion:-^God  grant, 
that  in  thii?  tnailifesting  that  affectioh  which  I 
feel  for  you,  even  as  a  mother  may  feel  for'ioi 
mily  and  mubh  loved 'son^  I  have  not  exceeded 
the  dutytof  a  DiUchess  of  Wolfenstein  !  Fare- 
well; €6biit!-^mylieart  is  fiil!, — may  God  bkss 
you p  ■  ^  '•••'•'•  '-^      "^ 

She  rose, '  #hile  she  was  yet  speaking,  end 
again  repeating  her  "  farewell,"  with  an  empha- 
sis ant}  ssldness  almost  hysterical,  burst  out  of 
the  apartment ! 
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Upon  many  a.qeouQts  the  ,3itn«tioa.  of.  tne  ; 
Count  C|iraffa..w.as  at  piLC,e  the.  most  arduous  and 
the  most  distressing  that  c9,ip.,he^ifQagifi^i^..    His  , 
soul  possessed  all  the  qualities  of  Jheroic  gre^t* . 
ness,  ardent,  generous^  sincere ;,. but  a^  we  have 
already  observed^  his  principles rW ere  not  otthat , 
rigid  character  which  are  technically,  jf  ^je  9^5  , 
say  so,  termed  /'.fixed  prinqiples."  Thisdefetitin ' 
his  character  was  destped  to  inyx)lYe.hjm  in  dif- 
ficulties of  the  mosit  pjainful  apd  insurmountable; , 
character.     Naturally  brave^  he  disdained  -Sfny  5 
thing  like  treachery;  apd  frankness,  being  03^  of  } 
the  most  prominent  featup^s  of  hia  4'^P^^^^^Aiil 
be  scorned  the  slightest  approximation  to  deceit^.: 
and  yet,  so  capricious. was  his  wayward^fate^  th|t^,^ 
he  was  thiB  victim  of  both,  and  in  the  madness^  y? 
of  an  unfortunate  passion,  embark^ed  op  a  sy^  r 
tern  of  conduct  which,  his  conscience  reproacbed  . 
hioi  with,  as  being  morally  treacherous;  haweyer  • 
it  might  be  circumstantially  justifiable,  •  towards 
his  friend  and  patron  the  Duke  of  Wolfenstein. 
Every  sorrow  which  bore  upon  hijn  \yith  accu-  • 
mutated  bitjt<ernesa  at  this  period  of  his. life,  was  ' 
aggravated  by  the   acp^using  .restlessA^/^  of  a 
consdeiice.  theretofore  igt^oxant  of  .)vi;ong.     It  . 
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was  some  feeling  of  this  sort  which  almost  anni- 
hilated his  self-possession,  after  the  Duchess  had 
quitted  tire  Jibrarjr.  11i^  succession  of  ideas, 
the  variety  of  reflections  to  which  her  expressions 
gave  rise^  might  have  subsided,  before  the  one 
.master spell, — the  certainty  that  he  was  an  ob- 
ject of  something  more  than  regard  and  friend- 
ship to  his  beloved  Caroline ;  but  the  reflection, 
thsit  foi*  msiny  days  past  he  had  conversed  and 
lived  under  the  same  roof  with  the  Duke,  par- 
taking of  his  hoc^tkKty^  aAd^yet  meditating  an 
act,,  which  he  knew  of  all  others  would  most 
deeply,  most  fataHy  invade  his  peace  and  ha^pi- 
ness,< — ^perhaps  d|KStroythem  for  ever,  embittered 
every  moment  of  his  existence. 

Before  he  retired  from  the  fcastle,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  he  should  still  pay  those  respect3  to 
the  Duke,  which  his  unexpected  interview  with 
the  Duchess  had  prevented  him  from  doing,  upon 
his  arrival  at  the  palace.  It  was  not  merely  that 
he  had  to  meet  the  Duke  depressed  by  *  these 
unwelcome  feelings,  nor  that  he  had  so  to  fashion 
\ix&  answers,  as  to  eva4^  the  suspicions,  and  con- 
ciliate the  doubtful  friendship  of  the  Duke^  whose 
jealousy,  the  event  of  the  morning,  had  roused  to 
double  vigilance, — but  be  had  to  congratulate  ' 
the  Duke  upon  that  event.  The  Count  hiniself 
had  so  far  to  play  the  hypocrite,  as  to  compliment 
his  Highness  ^upon  the  arrival  of  those  men  whose 
mission  ivas^  as  it  were,  the  fiat  of  his  destiny.  - 
And  through  thli^  last  scene  of  perfidy^  for  his 
mighty  spirit  would  not  allow  to  itself  any  ptea 
or  justification,  arising  from  necessity  or  ci/cum- 
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stances,  and  bowed  only  to  the  resistless  siiftd* 
Hess  of  asL  ill-stariped ,  pasaiori; — ^the  Cosnt  Ga<-' 
raff^t  was  content  to  sustain  hhnBelf!  He  sue-* 
ceeded,  indeed^  but  the  eflfbrt  was  toagfeat  for 
8Hcli  -a  so'iil;  after  tbaV  fatal  ^moinent  he  waa^ 
never  seen  to  simlie ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt, »« 
tbofhkd  it  been  d)9oreed  that  an'  eveftt  >wfaicht 
soon  afterwards  iteilmihated  \^n  exiit^ceahoiil'd 
uotocciir,  this  pang'-Mnohld  have  efieetiiiaHy  bro^ 
kien  abeart  that?  had>lbhg  bwne  up  agaidst  ihis-i 
fortune  lind  affliction,  but  foundf  within  itself  no, 
coBsofatioti  fot  dishonor ! 

The  <k)unt  Carafia  returned  to  his  friend  Lordi 
Edward,  with  that  air  of  fixed  and  gloofiiy 
trauquiilitj,  thart  is  the  worst,  and  surest  symptom 
of  desperation/  The  boding  calinness  of  his 
appearance,  wbs  more  Uke  the  ^latce  wbidii 
precedes  (be  eartfaqnakieii'  tiian^tbe  pjdaoeftil 
stillness  of  the  beantiftil  beaFena;-  Lbrd  'Ed-» 
ward  perceived  Ae  alterajtion  of  his  manner,  hvttyr 
it  was  no  more  than  he  expected  .He  coiisidertd 
that  he  had  come^at  the  express  soimnbns  of  ar 
valued  friend,  to  witness  hia  de|>arting  momenta  ;r 
he  saw,  in  the  unruffled  serenity  of  tliat  friend 'S' 
brow,  the  harbinger,  of  death;  but  he  khew  too* 
well,  the  determined  purpose  whidi  breathed 
witbiD,  to  hope:  for  an  instant,  that  he  could  dis*^ 
^ustde  him  from  his  fixed  riasolv^s.  The  Counfs^ 
fate,  in  short/  his  Lordship  condd^red  as!  inevi* 
tkble;  that  he  came  to  be  a  witness  df  k,  was  in^ 
obedience  to  an  iojundtioo)  which,  considered  as. 
that  of  a  man  departing  from  this  'world,  he< 
thought  too  awful  not  to  be  respected  I 

"  •        N  n 
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The  long  antidipated;  ^fended,  eveniog  ai 
lengtk  anived,  aod  once  again*  a|liLeneoiierg^i 
was  io  moticm ;  aad  thoagh  tlK  tMsCj  in  com^ 
plitnfiBl:  to  his  E   '    ■■»     visitota,  aaiong  wkom 

were  the  Lords  H— — -,  W-*— r,  Bsad  P ^  kmA 

^direotM  that  the  ciiln^afty:  liught  oonstat  of 
thoise  oily  who  were  iadnittedr  at  this  Court, 
and  for  that  purftobe^  had  deaired  that  die 
noodber  of  ticketB  kaiMd  for  the  odcBsion  might 
be  liimfeed,--4be  Cowt  fimnd  no  difficulty  in 
obtaihing  a  conptefor  hinaielf^  in  order  efiectnally 
to  secure  an  honorable  entry  for  Lord  Bdward. 
It  k  heediess  f(br  ni  to  reoapHal^e  the  splendid 
pnpai'aitidnB:  that  had  been  aMde  teder  the  di- 
metions  of  the  BaDoneases  Van  Oipeiitliii,  mad 

Frtesbach,---*-diie  Margiuirine  df  B ,  aiid  the 

Coimtesa  St^  Aubri;  Uleyvrare,  however,  mag* 
mfioenty  and)  tlK  greiBd>  nlereat  of  the  ereniiig 
cdniisted^in  this  ciinodniMaiiiee ;  tbatoio  one  kaiew 
wMt  clnnctarii  Ihe  B**"*-*^  Coititmsai^^  had 
mramed.  Wentuhiith^  to  whom  both' his  Lord- 
ship and  the  Goumt  had  liigcecd  to  refer  every 
antaigemeiit)  ha«|  provided  the  requisite  con- 
veyance, teostilme,  ^;f  and:iaithan  ^  hour  alter 
the  revelii  bad  bbgun;  ikei  Tionbadoor;  beaiing 
His  harp^  eitterbd  the  gardelis^  oif  tfae»  Oastle.  The 
wild,  ^ahd  tbeh  almost  Unicnown^ilvi^  mlBlodito, 
wbioh  he  played  with  a  skill  'and  tasbe,  'that 
mi^ti  instantly  ha.ve  beiiiayed  the  Ccfw^  Carafia, 
had  thejte  been  any  persoha  preseiit  ^o  did 
nat  oather  expect  to  see*  himi  habited  in  a  war- 
ndrV  garb,  excited  the  gratf^ial  and  delighted 
applause  6f  every  one  antukid  hitn:  •  The!  apfnro- 
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batibki '  of  Mb  tnMile jr '  audifeoi's^  began  to  ytovt 
exceedingly  IniJcMiTiiiiebl,  atnd  ini^ht'have  terim- 
nated  in  a  difeMetMu^  Aitcovery,  htt  for  the 
radden  introdoctiiMif  df  tiiree  Mack  domitiodv 
wht^ni^  an  inatantwoeoiiii  whStper:  directly  ac^ 
kbbwiedged,  and'  it  hwppettd  wifli  tnitii,  felt  ftie 
timee  ntibleitien  wlvoal-Mf^  liilf e  mentioned.  i!he 
conseqttcfnce^  iv^^  thkt '  the  universal  itttractioik 
centered  inunediMely  Upon  th^  spot  irhereon 
they  ittoodl  '  MyMery  is  the  soul  of  a  masquer 
rade;  aAd  tf 'this  be  k  correct  observatioii,  the 
ttfree  {Uatk'dbitiidds  niii^t  hare'enteted  indeed 
into  the  dpMt  tif  it ; '  fm"  neith^i^  of  thetn  »p6kk 
suilbcieiit'  Ftentffi',  YSbitiaD,  or  Italian^  io  iinder^ 
stand  the'  imMnisihibltt  coniplimeptary  spbecUes, 
Which  ^efe  tfddt^i^'to  them  iir  these  languages'* 
hoi"' to  make  ittelnisdves  understobd,  ib  retuml 
Hiere  -vfefte  seVehi}  chat^ctera,  tery  eicell^ntli^ 
siifrported;  liratA^'^herar  voice  was  dbj^ed'to 
^v«  ihetKdiii  to  tBe'iiielbdi^^  of 'the  Troubttdbttf; 
m  their  flickYe  'a^y^aitibb  ^Was  once  tno)«  en^ 
chained  by' 4he  ni^fttitf  ilp]jefttenbe'  df  the  ite^ 
Cross  -  K'iii^i '  idio  'tUVtiii  iif,  taride^  bip-a-piee; 

l^rin^  (^tf  bMl;fcflf^Elm-l^tHdil^n]!k>il  which  w^ 
etablazbbeti  ihe  "Cioik  of 'St'.'  de6fg(j;%ith  ihU 

xtiattb-^' '  '"  ■  ■""'  ''"'='•■'•''•'•••■    '■■'        •  . 

•,  .flTlw  ,l«di?^.,Wft  particulnrljjrjd^ligJilS^  sfHIl 
tl|«(  doncisep^ps  9^4  'sentiment .  oC|i 
w|l|iqii,|kk9ir  thoMgb^  as  highly  of;  ar 
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M^^if  1119  grmeur  at  least.  M^s^^iati^ndcfd  tn  i^re-r 
^ei[Lt.;  ::Bi](t  jthi^i^  boaiitiful  craa^^es  are  ^i^er 
l^yp^^ritical  ngpoq  ji^^iitfs  fl*  c^Mpf&isteilcy.;  and 
c^rt^iftly  tljey  u^i^f,, not  ,th^,.^|i, pleased  witt 
^  iWptto,  $h?rt.^>aa  ^H^biaiifiiHi  !}p9P,the  «h|eld  ip 
ol!4'gotii^.Qlwacter«:Q/^^p^^  ,  Tk^Bikkf,  w)w 
pafi^ed  and  repassed  *  this ;  MfarJiikje  aDparitioD 
pe^veral  tique^  ^Pfe.  thsffi  once :  testffijed  hia  ^^ 
pi;^batipn;aV  tb[e.air.san4  fmai;^oery(whipb  be  d/e- 
4;}i|red.  be  immediately^  reck^jp^efi  to  be  tbQ«e 
pf  the  Poupt  Caraffa\^a8Qfqe4  sipd  amported 
,^ith.adwrable  iudgmfnjU.hy:thi.,iw^ea^^  and 
i«R9.4ng  Wa^k.  /J^he  ,IJ^;  <Ji^p  K^njght  liad 
made  no  v^ry  exl^nsive^  ]^f(jf^grm^^p.  t^uiOHgib 
jdiese  beatiiiful .  gardens ^ . w^l/^  )i^  >vas  accosted 
by, a  female,  p(saaan1>  drefned.in  ^i^^ctujresque 
babitiof  t^e  Tyrol.,  She  i^^k^  ^m  .whether  he 
;\yould  ccmsiider  it  b^neatl).  bis^ktug^F^  dignity^ 
to  tctll  he^  who.b^d  be^  ifie^p^^lpw  lady  that 
had  bad  the^mexi^t  V^^Spjoii  fortune^  aiocp  he 
laslt  retfurped  frpnoi  l^i^les^  of.ei^layiog  by  he? 
resistless  q|p.arms,  sq  \il^^  a  he;^rt  as  bts  ?  Tbf 
yaliaj9t;I^igbt^it;is.  qe^dl^s  to  rf  peat  l^rd£d- 
wardV  napfie) !wiiiedif4ely,,(»^^ifed^^  frQm  tbe 
pretty  and  smart  sarcastic  tone^  in  which  abe 
spoke,  that  the  Tyrolese  peasant  was,  in  fact, 
the  Baroness  Yali  Orpe^nkHk  Afi^are  of  her  en- 
mity to  the-Pnnoess,  'mA  of  her  Ufnaer  i^artiality 
for,  at  any  rate — admiration  of,  the  Count  Caraffa, 
li^  cbiil<^noti^ia]f  the<>ppomitai^  eiij^in^er 
€^riw;A>y=  replaying  in  such  W  AiaiBn^,  tig  should 
itidii(ie  hei«  to-  bdidve,  that  he  was'  mdead  the 
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repliddv  in' iaisort:  of  mimfifTi — - .      *  «  i    [    : . ;  >  :^ 

bedB.jfadciMted  fay^iooeHfhos^iobafmtj  itiUriiit^iiil 
imrh«Uediii  iiiyie|ie8^iifeM'MftflM^Mls^:powt$^ 
to  preserve  my  constant  hDmag^  ;-h-lMit'  K  smeail 
npMk  ny«luH|^tiy  •  iirord»-4hat;iwilbfcr.aii^  (he 
Ua^^«ijred  jfuudnift  of  Syria,:  nor  4be  flaofi^irf 
laired  dangliteiB  j^£  GienMtfijr)  ba^  I  ^iU^tbis  ia-! 
staort  beheM  tHei  »&it  tae,  whb  codld  p^nip/bei: 
empire."  '.-         ■!♦•«.  .     '  %  ^ 

\  *  ViM^ere*  ydu<a.  littlbleis.baflkdiiotn^  .tiMd  you 
bB<Mi>  ym  mn/V  (aroUy^  implied/  tbe  Barotfesat) 
^haU  M-a^stafiiae  'so!:kldB.  lunl  mtagnev  ibat  it 
migbbbetterihespaid&tliierfaiteniiily  of .yQMt  lovfu 
I  'ghawM  ycoBBiderrthat  I  apaki^)  latbcfr  to/  Jhm 

fetbera'I'V'    »'    'i^'i**   .\  -    )  .;:,     ., 

Lead  £dwilrdvaaaa  tbat  bahaid  wcjMadediin 
peraoadn^ttb^cBaaanefla;  (who,  huwrnfetiheHfm- 
fidi  was  naif  imtitfoiB  t«ufy;  ai^d  tbst  .n^H  j|oe 
be  maflar  oliiiinMhHiiir|>iwa'to/itha>ma4er;)  Ibat 
fllas'  biadfcaiM|ed  tka:  AMbabt'satr^ader;  of  tbe 
G^ilMtfa  ftffeaims.  iShd  laoUadia^>bi«)^rMtneL 
tipb,  MrfkfdmiMidi.  binaitocmiiteibisf  vjaon?  biHr.fta 
Ida  iiiMabip<;¥i«4.ii<;A  mudb.^^  ifor^pytitty 
nbmm  bnaqhbi  ta.-toH^iy'  t"^  M*  raqrtest;,.  ^a 
deiairtQdliiraA'ibstb^^Qiiteetty;  ^^todjc  ^wiig^lMPn 
bar  arfm^  qfaMnadl  #ltb^aiiiai|Wf  «iwi  (iflbpaRt^o 
iii|;/alyii8fti/>fin  ir:    'U  )  t-.  iL'J  » tJ  ni^^i?'/    ' ') 

J.  y liMiiftirtMnthat  iyawr  ^palwlcp  wgalalpKut 
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Lbrdfidrip,  ^igdwant^f  ^otiAe  dhidM  Us  bitt 
satisfied  that  his  exfnMmg  al  isirii.  thht  sbe 
flfiMfU  diMist  ftMi^  Issr  ilttileryi  woiiU  b*  the 
be«t  Bleims  of  indoeiii^'faer  to  cbiltiiMseit^  and  ef 
eltcilmg^  fNiAs  her  ismne  wforanliipii  «ihic&  vigfat 
heuseAil  «e!theCoiiiiU>  • 

^'  Come,  Koigbti  d6iifiBB»timit  ijpMaliawhecni 
meet  assidMloiis  in  yienir'  atttratiads  ufoit  th»  pmeB^ 
(Ms  lad)r;  lind  i;  iani^lMti,  inHiCdiilbss  thai  it 
is  tb-meyott  have bMn  indebted  lor  tsro  ot!  tfnne 
grievous  disappoiotments.''  , 

Whate^rer  hiul  tosn  liOid  fidwaidis  0|dB 
the  BaTodess-  Van  Qrpi^iiiDB,  it  iras  sntlMDad 
devi^re'  oor  so^  eonfimM  that  he  .eaiild  ihalp 
laagfakifi^  idnnodoratsiy  at  ^dw;  cdm  asdMhaea 
Willi  whicfh  sh0  thtts  iddrtesMsiiiBaiii  ^iaa!ah^ 
soppMedcDba  the  paity^  that  sb*  tei  ear  asate* 
rially  disobliged.  On  tibe  other  hand^  the  dtr« 
ettiiatttiiee  of  his  langhiBji  aerred  to/^ohfitoas.  Ae 
beliiflJflil  4wqii0it0,  th^t  bia  vaetet  dtspntnoss  to 
her  of  the  taaiaht  com^beat  wUdi  afab  had  eibc|bd 
dv^#  his  k^nker '  lre#a an4 4i>b 'MnaeM;  a>ntioaii 
were  sineero;  flushed^wilb  th4' ini|ipMQd  itaiaqdi 
of  her  chamdsjaiad  ^isitb  -that  mill  bi  eialioll 
wbiliih-  WMMn^  dra  apt  ^tat  aldbUhs*  aten  j^p 
«9ni1t  .<n^r  b  defeated  nral^^aha'^pqMaMhii  Jlia 
bifovib  li(Ml  Bdiiiard,  that  beteaii;^  «m1  wmdd 
Mbfer  LaiAies^  og the  Co<rt^ who  laiciranwiilU  uluiiidi 
c6d«ba«%i^  (i^R  pifmiisbigiis  ImdahJptm^ 
Count)  was  in  the  highest  esteeoti  aaddbsof^^sslb 
the  ^neessi  bad  soma  tiii»dbkfir?ac^oartid  a 

plan  simbtig'thefoaekfte/br^'*^^  "^^  baMaiM 
^  have-  dii9icovei«d^  and  beeb  aaa  and  tgniwit- 


nesAeff  ^,  the  icmTerBatioB  vid  cofiAobt  of  Cno> 
line  and  himself,  uponaa  ooGftsion  -  wheto  ihwr 
iiMrw;  tftat  a  mMtiiif  between  them  imd  h&at 
•giieM  upoo;  andsheevenorode  no  sowide-ef 
inicnmiiilgihiB  Lo«d8hi|i,  tfaatikad  UieyimcceeAedli 
(aad  A&y  were  entnrely  at  a  lose  t4>  aceeuni  ter 
the  faifaiK  of  their  schc«e«)  Aey  haiol  inUBded  to 
have  aequ^oUed  the  Djafce  of  all  dtet  they  Inighl 
hciw.  LordBd'iiEard  atf^Gled  tojdinhvairtilytpa 
the  laogh  against  the  Coant ;  and  seeing  that  tfie 
Baroness^  pleased  with  his  good^iranoury  was 
beeoBiMig  te^f  cMamsaAeatkfe,  he  ventniM'  to, 
ask*  hev,  as  if  it  wfie  iR»atter  of  son^  MipiiEe  to 
Inmelf,  what  had  o4!casioned  so  gteat  ba  emait^ 
onhidrpaM,  4»r  that  of  the  Aiargra vine  and. the 
other  ladito  concerned^  towards  the  Piiubess? 

''Oh,  Covntr  said  the  Baroness,  ''that  is  a 
very  ettly  qaiestion,  do  you  know,  to  address  to  a 
ivronMinl  Do  not'iflatter  ywisaelf,  uo^^  by.  snii- 
posing  that  wliat  I.  am  goh^  to  say  was.  lehlly 
Che  case;  bat  imagine  for  a  moquent.  that  those 
Ladies  and  myself  had.  felt  a  desin.to  engsosfe 
aoiAeahare  q£  your  attentions,  which  >were  so  ex- 
dut^fdyt  lavished  upon  the  Piincfess(<  4t»  yea 
ttamk  that  it  wouid  impress  us.  with  any  pardb- 
eular  dffeotion  lor  her,  to  see  ourselves  depi^ed 
of  aft . partieipitltoa  in  snch' attentions,  apon  bar 
account^ 'Whinht  we  lotbenwise  might  kane  hapaA 
iar?<^No>  lio ;  w«  should  .indeed  have  been  ex«> 
traordhtdrybeings 'in  that  easel'' 

"  Really,  too  beautifuL  9arones8//ynu>4 
we  to  a^tr^uorge'dilenima^  for  if  I  anl  t 
ledge  your  cota^imeht,  r  shall  ineu' 


seo 
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of . vdiklly  ilifit :  you  threatea  me  with .  Now  bear 
m^!r^  wilLnot  say^  a*  wopd.M^eve  isLi  thoosaad 
compliiii^Dts  must  be  daily  paisd  yeu,*  but.it  16 
loa  .trae# — your  inreaistiblBH  efeB;  yoai[  f aiaillew 
jKgore^  have  adduced  my  alle^aaod  from  Garviiiie 

tifi  B .  Y)e8,  I  acknowledge,  diat  9i^c&re!imy 

hehvt^BB  hartias  the  aFnuNr*  which  I  bear>.  your 
jb^uty^  aix^eMc .  creatiure,  wolilA  •  imjpveeB:  iteetf 
iipoliiit.  with;  the  satiDefittalhyiasif  iC.wete  jriiekl- 

c  \  The  Bwoiiete,  whtle'.ahfi  laitgfaed!idoud  at  thm 
•fabihbast .  and  fu3tiaii,^^'^*aod  heaven  iknpws,  well 
ishe  mightj — was  secretly •  of  optniod  that  .the!  Bad 
Gross  Knight  ex^maed  biii&aelf:.:«titii,  labmM 
Biiffieient  admiration  of  liar  ficifsoiial  .attrpctitna ; 
aitd  while  she  desirad '  him ;  to  tdesiatiifiom  his 
*'  intolerable  nonscMe/'  really  IhoMglit ,  Ikat  he 
said  the!  most  sensible  things  in»  the*  witold! — 
liord  Edward  coatinned,  iMit.^in  *a;whiapering 
and  more  earaesi  tone^  aasuning  the  aiir  of  one 
who^  baring  spoken  jocoQciy,  is  beginning  to 
treat  a  •subject  seriously.  .... 

'.**  Nay^  do  but  hear  me,  incomparable  Van 
.Orp^iton^  I  have  candidly  acknowledged  in 
fehre^  words^  and  we  soldiers  bajve  never  many 
to  sp^re,  that  your  unriiralled  elegance  baa.  not 
made  me  merely  your  slave,  but  hais  cmnpfetely 
banished  the  power,  even  the  remembrance  of 
her,  whom  my  bosom  once. alone  aoknowledged. 
You  know  your  victory,  be  genprbua^  therefore, 
and  use  it  with  mercy  !"- 
This  profession  was  received  with  quite  as 
uch  kindness  and  attention  as  he  could  have 
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expected.  ,  Leaving,  however,  this  deceived  and 
deceiving  couple  to  themselves,;  we  will  rejoia 
our  friend  the  Troubadour. 

The  reader  will  find  no  difficulty  in  believing 
that  the  first  object  of  the  Count  Carafifa  was  to 
discover,  beneath  the  disguise  that  she  assumed 
for  the  evenings  his  adored  Caroline.    His  second, 
was  to  evade  the  observation  of  the  three  black 
dominos^  who,  either  from  accident,  or  from  some 
informatioa  previously  furnished  to  them,  fol- 
lowed close  upon  his  footsteps  throughout  the 
whole  evening.     As  for  the  Argus-eyed  vigilance 
of  the  Duke,  he  thought  he  had  sufficiently  pro- 
vided for  tha,t,  by  having  prevailed  upon  Lord 
Edward   to    sustain    that  character  which    his 
Highness  had  meant  Cor  him.     In  his  romantic 
habit  of  a  Troubadour  he  had  wandered  to  and 
fro  for  spme  time,  when  he  was  accosted  by  a 
feoiale^  who  was  fantastically  dressed,  to  repre-. 
sent  4he  £rl  King's  daughter;  her  hair,  which 
was  raven-black,  was  fancifully  decorated  with 
snow  drops  and  violets,  arranged  with  apparent 
wildness,  but  evincing,  under  all  the  unstudied 
profusion  in  which  they  peeped  out  among  her 
glossy  and  imartificial  tresses,  evident  skill  and 
tastefulness.     Her  countenance  was  completely 
overshadowed  by  the  long  and  jetty  locks^  which 
could.not  wholly  conceal  a  forehead  smooth  and  - 
white  as  the  purest  alabaster.    -Her  robe  was  of 
the  whitest  and  most  transparent  gauze ;  her  san- 
dals^ which,  were  of  a  blue  colour,  were  bound 
and  spudded  with  beautiful  brilliants^  and  in  her 
hand  she  sustaiped  a  taper  wand  pf  siWer.     The . , 

O  O  r 
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fairy  symmetry  of  ber  figure ;  her  step  light,  agile, 
and  atrial,  which  scarcely  seemed  to  touch  die 
enamelled  turf  over  which  she  mored — gave  to 
her  whole  appearance  the  very  being  and  illuskm 
of  a  sylph.  This  exquisite  creation  of  a  summer 
dream, — for  such  he  almost  deemed  her  to  be, — 
advanced  to  the  Count, — and  touching  him  with 
a  hand  more  beautiful  than  Aurora's,  said,  in  a 
voice  that  struck  upon  the  Count's  ear  like  the 
remembered  tone  of  a  forgotten  friend's,— 

*'  Has  not  the  wild  melody  of  your  harp,  gen- 
tle Troubadour,  yet  discovered  the  happy,  die 
noble,  the  fortunate  lady  whom  you  seek?" — 

*'  Cb arming  spirit/'  sighed  the  desponding 
Troubadour,  "  if  the  magic  of  thy  spells  can 
bring  me  where  I  may  feast  my  eyes  upon  that 
eagerly  sought  and  delightful  vision^  wher^  1  may 
at  least  behold  the  mistress  of  my  affection,—! 
will  come  to  worship  thee  in  return,  among  thy 
native  haunts,  or  rocky  solitudes,  or  murmtkring 
fountains ;  I  will  climb  the  highest  of  the  Hartz 
mountains,  to  pay  my  homage  to  ,  the  mighty 
daughter  of  the  Erl  King !" 

''  Make  no  rash  professions,*'  replied  the  faiiy 
figure,  ^'  but  follow  me  cautiously,  speedily,  and 
silently !" — 

Without  waiting  for  a  reply,  she  darted  away, 
and  winding  her  rapid  course  with  amazing  swift- 
ness through  the  numerous  groupes  of  masquct- 
raders,  who  were  scattered  in  every  direction, 
she  was  followed  by  the  Count,  till  they  had 
reached  a  lone  and  unfrequented  angle  of  the 
'astle.    When  she  had  arrived  at  a  low  and  nar^ 


row  wicket,  she  oiily  pitased  in  turning  round  t^ 
a  moment  to  the  Count,  and  raisiog  her  finger  Uf 
her  lip,  in  token  of  the  silence  she  wished  him  to 
observe.  Had  the  mind  of  the  Count  been  less 
faeaTily  afflicted,  or  his  soul  less  painfully  excited ; 
in  short,  had  the  intensity  of  his  present  affliction 
permitted  the  intrusiou  of  a  single  thought,  sate 
those  which  centered  in  the  idolized,  the  sole, 
the  universal  object  of  his  affections ;  he  might 
have  experienced  something  like  a  sensation  of 
terror  at  the  gloomy  and  desolate  path  which 
they  were  pursuing.^  Sometimes  ^e  light  of 
^Hiat  and  glimmering  lamps  aiabled  him  to  dis- 
cover that  they  were  descending  into  the  subter* 
ranean  passages  beueath  the  castle ;  at  others, 
their  dreary  and  uncertain  way  was  not  cheered 
by^the  reflection  of  one  single  light ;  and  while 
his  footsteps  were  coDtinually  slipping  over  the 
rough  and  damp  pavement  of  these  dark  and 
ipiftequented  vaults,  both  his  spirits  and  his  per* 
severance  must  have  failed  him,  but  for  the  resist- 
less encouragement  of  his  mysterious  conduc- 
tiesBi  who,  leading  him  by  the  hand,  contintied 
to  whisper,  '^  Come  on,  and  fear  not  I" 

The  Count  was  entirely  at  a  loser  to  imagine 
by  what  secret  clue  the  £rl  King^s  daughter  was 
enabled  to  trace  her  devious  way,  through  these 
dttU  and  horrible  passages^  amidst  a  darkness 
ihaX  was  almost  palpable.  After  proceeding  in 
this  manner  for  a  considerable  time,  with  a  speed 
which  could  hardly  have  been  expected,  tbey 
utMtg/ed  into  a  spacious  circular  vault,  but  of 
which  long  and  sinnuous  galleries  branched  in 
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KiDg'tt  daughter,  partook  of  a  mortal,  or  ao 
earthly  cast ! 

For  a  few  roomenta^  the  Count  Tainly  ^idea* 
irorecl  to  part  the  chain  from  the  staple ;  at  lengthy 
exerting  all  his  strength  to  accomplish  that  end, 
htf  loosened  it,  and  allowing  the  chain  slowly  to 
glide  through  the  huge  and  rusty  riog,  in  the 
roofing  of  the  vault,  the  lamp  by  degrees  descend- 
ed, sufl^ciently  near  to  his  companion,  to  allow 
her  to  take  it  off,  which  she  did.  This  great 
object  bdiig  atchieved,  the  Count  prepared  to 
descend  from  his  gloomy  eminence^  with  as  much 
quickness  as  possible ;  but  stepping  dowa  upon 
llie  next  row  of  coffins,  (so  to  speak)  the  one 
npon  which  he  tro4l,  instantly  gave  way  beneath 
Um,  and  the  fragile  skeleton  within,  bek^ 
crushed  beneath  bis  feet,  not  without  Occasion* 
iiig  a  noise  of  the  most  awful  character, — ^he 
stood  as  it  were  within  the  coffin,  his  legs  b^b^ 
almost  entirely  concealed!  The  Erl  King's 
daughter  shrieked,  until  the  vaulted  sepulchre 
^mg  with  her  affright.  The  suddenneiss  of  the 
shock  nearly  precipitating  the  Count  from  the 
gieat  height  at  which  he  stood,  down  upon  the 
rugged  pavement,  he  made  an  involuntary  effort 
to  save  himself  by  catching  at  a  very  large  c^^ffin 
tiiat  stood  near  him,  and  already  projected  con- 
siderably from  the  wall ; — the  consequence  was, 
that  being  thus  rudely  displaced,  it  was  ovei^ 
balanced,  and  falling  down  with  a  terrific  crash, 
dashed  to  pieces,  and  its  ancient  and  black- 
contents,  a  few  perishing  butg^antic  bcHies^ 
^Ded  oat  tqKm  the  slippery  flooring  of  the  cham^ 
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ber.  The  Count  saw  the  agony  of  hit  lovely 
companion,  and  eager  to  assure  her  of  his  safirty, 
and  to  chase  from  her  mind  the  unpleasant  im* 
pression  which  the  unexpected  accident  ha4 
occasioned,  be  rapidly  descended  to  the  ground. 
While  he  bent  over  the  shrinking  and  almost 
senseless  girl,  he  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  animated 
exultation : — 

VBeautifbl  spirit,  why  these  fears  t-*-Notbinf 
cau  harm  you,  nothing  should  terrify  you,  while 
I  am  with  you : — 1  admits  indeed,  that  the  con- 
trast  of  those  gay  and  smiling  scenes  we  have 
left,  with  this  dismal  region  of  the  dead,  may 
be  ratiier  appalling  to  you.  But  the  lamp ;  have 
we  not  succeeded,  my  fair  and  unknown  guide? 
Come,  then,  let  us  on  I" — 

The  unknown  was,  in  the  mean  time  gracefully 
bending  over  the  harp  of  the  Troubadour,  which 
she  had  taken  charge  of  while  he  had  ascended 
to  the  chain ; — ^her  neglected  wand  was  thrown 
down  at  her  feet^  and  one  arm  supported  her 
head.  Her  countenance  was  painfully  agitated 
by  a  superstitious  horror  that  she  vainly  endea- 
vored to  repress.  The  Count  gazed  at  her, 
expecting  a  reply,  but  both  were  silent  for  a 
while ; — ^at  length  she  aroused  her  fainting  spirits, 
and  starling  from  her  reverie,  answered  his 
observation,  by  saying, — 

*'  Yes,  Count,  we  have  gained  the  lamp ;  but 
I  like  not  the  ill-boding  omen  that  followed!**- 
You  smile; — well  well,  we  must  yet  see  this 
fortunate,  this  enchanting  Caroline — (she  added 
with  a  deep  sigh,  and  in  a  peculiar  tone ;)  and 
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then  I  leave  you  in  order  to  return  toiliegardeuti 
— QUr  a^bsence  will  excite. alarm^  and  perhaps 
eoquiry,  else." 

So  saying,  they  pursued  the  viadings  of  a  ioog 
abd  narrow;  gallery,  crowded  with  the  loathsome 
nnas  of  mortality,  till  they  arrived  at  a  rery  low 
jtad  popderous  door ;  she  desired  the  Count  to 
push  against  it;  it  yielded  reluctantly  to  his 
nervous  ant),  and  they  ascended  a  flight  of  steps 
of  black  marbl^k  which  led  them  into  the  chapel 
of  the  castle. 

<*  Good  !^'  said  the  daughter  of.tlie  Erl  King^ — 
"I  am  not  sorry.  Count,  that  our  pilgrimage 
through  the  darksome  cemetery,  and  the  castle, 
faults  is  over.  But  not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost!'' 
She  proceeded,  accordingly,  till  they  arrived  at 
thiei  crimson  curtain  behind  the  great  altar;  this 
Sihe'drew  back  sufficiently  to  allow  their  passing 
into  a  private  closet  behind  it,  which  the  Count 
imagined  to  be  the  Duke's  oratory;  there  was  a 
table,  upon  which  three  silver  lamps  were  burn- 
ing, and  on.  a  reading-desk  there  stood  open  a 
splehdid  miasal.  His  lovely  friend  now  whisper- 
ed him  to  preserve  a  profound  silence,  and  first 
leading.him  to  a  door  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
apaHroetit;  she  told  him  that  that  would  lead 
him  directly  into  the  picture  gallery,  which,  as  he. 
knew,  opened  into  the  gardens ;  '*  you  had  better 
make,  the  best  of  your  way  thither,"  she  added^ 
''  while  I  shall  return  the  same  way  as  I  came, 
in  order  to  re-appear  at  a  different  part  of  the 
gtirdens, — but  first— come  hither  1"     As  she  said 

is,:  she  led  him  to  a  part  of  the  arras  which 
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drew  op  by  a  silken  cord,  and  discoTered  in  a 
recess  a  glass  door.  Tbey  crept  softly  into  this 
place,  and  looking  cautiously  through  a  part 
where  the  curtains  within  it  were  not  drawn  tov 
quite  closely — ^tbey  beheld  the  Princess  dissol- 
ved  in  tears^  and  the  Duke  fiercely  striking  thb 
table  with  his  hand : — the  impatient  Troubadour 
grasped  the  hilt  of  his  sword^  iand  would  have 
sprung  to  avenge  the  sorrows  of  his  adored 
Princess,  if  he  had  not  been  forcibly  restrained 
by  his  alarmed  and  trembling  friend ! 


CHAPTER  XX. 

In  spite  of  his  remonstrances,  theConntwas 
not  permitted  to  look  on  longer,  by  the  £rl  King's 
daughter,  than  was  sufficient  to  point  out  to  him 
the  mask  and  the  blue  domino,  which  were 
thrown  upon  the  .back  of  the  couch  where  the 
Princess  sat.  ,  The  Duke  was  now  quitting 
the  apartment,  and  as  he  seemed  to  be*  ad- 
vancing towards  the  door  in  the  recess^  they 
both  immediately  decamped.  All  the  Count's 
pressing  entreaties,  could  neither  induce  his 
mysterious  conductress  either  to  accompany  Urn 
through  the  jHcture  gallery,  or  to  allow  him  to 
escort  her  J  through  the  dreary  passages  which 
she  proposed  to  retrace.    The  Count, soon  foii^nd 

"  pp 
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himself  in  the  picture-gallery^  a  long  and  ifNtcioaa 
Ootbic  chamber ;  it  was  in  entire  darkness  and 
des^rtioQ^  except  when  the  moon  at  times  beam- 
ed thrcngh  the  richly  stained  casements,  throw- 
ing a  doubtful  and  many«colored  shadow  upon 
the  empannelled  flooir.    He  was  in  consideraUe 
fear  lest  the  Duke,  quitting  the  Princess's  cham- 
ber, might  take  it  into  his  head  to  enter  the  pic^ 
tare-gallery,  6r  might  hear  fi5om  his  oratory,  that 
some  one  was  stirring  there ; — ^but  his  fears  were 
groundless,  and  he  soon  found  himself  upon  the 
steps  which  descended  from  the  gallery  on  to 
the  lawn.      He  conjectured  that  he  had  been 
absent  on  the  whole  for  the  space  nearly  of  an 
hour;  and  it  wanted  considerably  of  midnight 
yet.      There    were  several   persons,   variously 
dressed,  sitting  at  the  foot  of  the  steps^  but  his 
sudden  appearance    among  /them    seemed    to 
excite  no  sort  of  amazement  or  alarm.     Some, 
indeed,  appeared  to  imagine  that  he  was  the 
Duke  himself)  by  the  obeisance  which  they  made 
to  hiiti,  ias  be  walked  down  towards  th^em;  but 
one  bf  them,  who  wore  the  costume  of  a  Venetisa 
Gohdoliero,  disappeared  for  a  few  moments,  and 
speedily  returned,  f oUo Wed  by  the  three  etnnal 
black  Dominos,  to  whose  hannting  vigilance  and 
inauspicious  appearancev  the  Coufit  began  to 
conclude^  there  really  vras  no  end;    He  took  no 
notice  of  theoa,  however,  but  striking  a  wild  and 
plaintive  sort  of  prelude^  upon  the  strings  of  his 
harp,  he  soon  attracted  the  feted  afttentiosi  of 
every  passing  gfoupe  of  masqueraders. 
Among  these  there  was  a  figure  whieh  was  kn- 
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mediately  recognized  to  be  the  Duke  of  Wolfen- 
stein.  He  wore  a  lai^e  and  elegant  Spanish 
mantile^  which  completely  e&veloped  him ;  and 
upon  his  head  he  sustained  a  sort  of  black  hel- 
met, which  was  surmounted  with  a  tall  and  nod- 
ding plume  of  the.sam6  soodbre  color.  Advan 
cing  to  the  Dominos  we  have  mentioned^  he  whis- 
pered a  few  words  to  them,  upon  which  they 
immediately  retired ;  and  then,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  County  he  said/in  a  tone  of  roice^  which 
was  evidently  intended  to  convey  more  than  was 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  mere 
illasion  of  the  scene, — 

^'  Brave  and  gallant  Troubadour,  for  such  your 
harp  and  sword,  and  the  silver  violet  of  Provence 
embroidered  upon  your  bosoin,  proclaim  you^ 
we  would  gladly  hear  some  madrigal  or  sonnet ; 
or,  as  tiiere  are  so  many  hidies  here,  pray  let  it 
be  some  love  ditty  V* 

The  Baroness  Yon  Friesbach,  who  was  upon 
this  occasion  the  intrepid  and  munificent  Queen 
of  the  East,  Zenobia,  now  stepped  forward. 

«  Nay, ;  nktbei!/'  said  she,  ''  let  bis  song  have 
some  relatioa  to  his  ovm  adventures.  The  harp 
and  the  fietttlcbioti  of  a  gallaiit  iVoubadour  at  once 
announce  the  votary  of  love  and  gloiy !" 

The  Count,  not  choosing  to  talk  too  much  in 
the  presence  of  those  around  him,  lest  bis  voice 
should  be  reccjgnized,  especially  by  the  Duke, 
bowed  to  the  Baroness  for  her  compliment ;  and 
then,  in  a  tone  not  less  disguised  than  his  appear- 
ance^ he  sang,  to  a  most  pathetic  air,  the  following 
stanzas : — 
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Qr|)r  l^ottg  of  t^t  eroutwuoitr* 


I  have.bmved  the  wild  Monn  Uut  howled  Ofor  the ooMn, 
I  bave  plunged  into  billows  ibet  raged  all  aronnd  met 

I  hare  viewed  undismayed  tbe  dark  (empesfs  commotion ; 
But  I  sink  ^oeath  tbe  weight  of  tlie  woes  that  surround  me ! 

In  the  death-teeming  wars  of  the  iar  distant  stranger. 
My  courage  no  suflTrings, — no  grief  cook!  impair ! 

I  rushed  on  4eitract1oii,«->I  gloried  in  danger,— 
Yet  now  alaai  dieop  in  the.  gk>om  of  despair! 

Oh  then  when  hope  gilded  die  visions  of  pleMnfe^ 
And  painted  the  future  in  colors  to  charm  me^ 

Wlwn  I  thought  I  was  blessM  in  my  soul's  dearest  treasure. 
No  evils  could  fright — and  no  terrors  alarm  me! 

But  now,  when  fllusion  haOi  fled,  and  hath  left  me 
To  mourn  that  my  too  easy  faith  was  betrayed ; 

That«  treachesous  fite  of  mine  aH  hath  hereft  ae,— 
Of  my  love—of  my  *fa<Hior— my  glories  deeayed  :-* 


Is  there  aqght  can  this  weight  of  despondence  remove^ 
Is  there  aug|it  the  lost  wretch  can  from  misery  sever 

Ah  no !  the  sad  loser  of  glory  and  love, 
His  peace  and  his  happiness  forfeits  for  ever ! 
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The  surroQiidiot^  company  testified  their  ap* 
probation  of  this  lyrical  effusion  by  continued  ac- 
claniatip.^a  ;^  and  the  Duke^  (for  the  high  plumed 
mask  was  in  reality  his  Highness)  supposing  the 

Troubadour  to  be  Lord  Edward  F »  who  had 

notrarQved  in  Germany  with  so  much  secresy  as 
to  prevent  his  hearing  of  it;  and  for  whom  he 
eatflrtaiaed  a  high  respect^  notwithstanding  the 
political  quarrels  then  subsisting  between  his 

faqnily  ai^  the  ministers  in   E-^ ,  cordially 

sliook  him  by  the  hand,  laying  in  a  low  whisper, 

."   Coixiey  cofne,    my  dear  F ,  it  was  not 

frii^iMiiy  to  lepye  me.  in  ignorance  of  your  arrival ; 
but  I. do  not  like  the  gloominess  of  your  song; 
on,  such  a  night  as  this^  you  know,  these  melan* 
choly  regrets  must  have  no  place  in  your 
bosom.  Cqiae, .  follow  me,  and  we  will  seek 
Jhe  jDaohess !"     .     : 

r  .  The  Coopt ,  felt  himself  in  a  very  awkward 
/situation;  but  it.  was;  clear  that  the  Duke  mistook 
him  for  Lord  Edward,   and  therefore  to  have 
a^coMpfiaied  His  Serene  Highness  must  have  led 
^evitably  ta»a  discovery.    He  therefore  shook 
Jhid;  head  movimfnlly,  and  squeezing  the  Duke's 
haii4  land  arm,  wad  atone  time  so  overcoine,  that 
he  was  upon  the  point  of  confessing  to  him  the 
vfhole  deceit:!  The  Duke,  however,  'mistaking 
his  silence  and  emotion  for  a  reluctance  to  ap- 
pear too  much  in  public,  moved  from  the  spot, 
without  making  any  farther .  or  more  minute  en- 
quiry.   Leaving  the  Count  for  a  wfaile^.it  ^' 
proper  that  W0  should  return  to 
F  ■     I  and  the  Baroness  Visui  Q 
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latter  wds  60  pleMed  'wiMi  h^r  lUA^^CroM  Kniglit, 
tiiat  sbe  made  an  ample  confesaimi  aad  4t0co* 
Wery  of  every  sentitteAt,  almost^  of  di^ke,  fear^ 
and  hoBtiHty,  wfaieh  hereof  and  her  ooiiipattioiis 
had  long  conceived  for  the  Pn]icen««~T1ie 
Matgravtoe  of  B— —  joining  them  aoos  after 
the  disappearance  of  the  Troubadour  with  the 
daughter  of  the  Eii  Hing,  the  Bardoesi  qmtted 
the  Knight  8  arm  for  a  while,  in  ordar  tff  exdhangfe 
a  few  words  with  *  her.  In  the  meaoa  time,  fBut 
Duchess  beckoned  to  Lord  £dwtf^  lyhom,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  company^  tiie  pre* 
sumed  to  be  the  Count  Caraffit^)  to  approfteh  her. 
Her  Highness  was  seated  up<rii  a  rastic  bencir, 
and  Lord  Edward,  tbrowitig  hiinaelf  on  the 
ground,  took  a  seat  at  her  ftet. 

''  Have  yon  se^i  the  Princess  Una  evemngf 
said  she^  mournfully,  but  in  a  very  low  tono.*-^ 

**  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  aeemg  oM^  in 
whose  fate  I  am  so  deeply  interested-  !^'  replied 
Lord  Edward. 

The  Dochess  started ;  for  his  Lordthip  h^imug 
made  mo  effort  to  disgoise  or  conoeal  Iris  wiee, 
which,  however,  was  not  very  diAiMrt  hem  tliat 
of  the  Count  Caraffii's,  its  well  remeittbMtsdtMMe 
were  mstantly  recognited. 

*'  Good  heavens  1  ctn  I  doubt  my  senses  Y  do 
I  not  then  speak  to  the  Count  Can^t  or  6an  it 
be  possible^  that  Lord  EdwiaM  p^.-«u.  assumes 
the  chfljracter  which  his  Highness  the  l>oke  In- 
formed me,  was  the  Conntsf' 

Lord  Edward  explained  to  the  BNieheas  his 
wish  tint  his  arrival  in  Lenenbenrgett  rtiouM,  as 
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yet)  r^maio  a  profound  secret;,  and  then,  trusting 
to  the  welUkiiovD  and  tried  generosity  of  her  eha- 
racter^  he  ventured  to  disclose  to  her  as  the  frieod 
of  the  Grant,  the  little  maxueuvre  tbait  they  had 
concerted  between  them,  in  order,  as  he  frankly 
acknowledged  I  to  give  the  Count  an  oppor- 
tunity of  at  least  enjoying  undisturbed  the  s^bt 
Of  Carolinei  if  she  appeared  at  all  among  the  gay 
and  rejoicing  throngs  who  paraded  the  gardens* 
Findiag  that  the  Duchess  manifested  no  great 
disapprobation  or  affected  displeasnre  at  this  part 
ofthestoryj  be  waa  still  bold  enough,  speaking 
as  the  friend  of  the  Count,  to  deplore  with  honest 
and  with  manly  $onrow^  the  unfortunate  attach- 
ment that  be  had  $o  rashly  and  39  fatally  cherish* 
ed :  but  while  he  ihtnkly  admitted  the  inconsi- 
derate, folly  of  th^  Count,  h^  dwelt  with  animated 
pleasure  on  the  many  splendid  qualities  of  his 
character  and  conduct ;  concluding  by  bitterly 
lamenting  that  desperation  had  noyf  usurped  the 
place  of  doubt  in  the  Count's  bpsotn ;  and  fimt 
though  the  consequences  of  his  nj^ad.  pursuit  were 
as  certain  as  the  death  to  which  be  had  devoted 
himself;  bis  mind  was  noiv.wouqd  upto.thsJC 
pitch  of . Unalterable  and  obstinate  resoliiti<i«>,  ths* 
no  human  considerations  coold  now  induce  hioi 
to  pause  for  a  single  iastant  in  hi*  career  of  des^ 
tioy«  Thelhijcheis  shed  tears  at  the  alarming 
truths  and  at  ^e  sa^ae  time,  at  the  afiectionate 
zeal  with  which  bi$  Lordship,  spoke  Qf  his  un- 
biqf^y  friend ;  the  company  had  ceased  to  fre» 
quent  that  part  of  the.gardens,  .and  these  two 
noble  individuals  were  left  alone  t^igether,  to  the 
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enjoNjrnient  of  their  own  melancholy  refleotions. 
The  Duchess  was  indeed  much  affected,  and 
having  made  to  his  Lordship  an  unreserved  com- 
munication of  the  whole  history  of  her  former 
life,  she  added^ — 

^^  From  hence,  your  Lordship  will  not  wonder 
at  my  gloomy  and  distressing  doubts^  as  to  whe- 
ther the  lofty  rank  to  which  my  bdoved  and 
excellent  daughter  is  now  called^  in  a  distant 
country^  will  confer  upon,  her  that  ha|^in^eBs^  or 
even  that  tranquillity,  which  her  virtues  so  wiell 
deserve,  and  which  the  coniftitution  of  her  mind 
requires.  She  has  not  yet  eJrplicitty  informed 
me  upon  the  present  state  of  her  heart,  but  of 
what  it  really  is^  there  can  be  little  doubt** 

'>  Perhaps/'  replied  Lord  Edward,  *'  some  part 
of  her  apparent  distress  of  mind  may  be  caused 
by  the  near  and  immediate  prospect  of  quoting 
her  home^  and  native  country, — ^your  affectionate 
society, — ^and  a  people  who  regard  her  with  a 
waonth  of  loyalty^  approaching  almost  to  the 
nature  of  a  private  attachment!" 

*'  It  may  be  so  1''  replied  the  Duchess^  sigfaiog 
hieavily ;  '*  but  your  Lordship  little  knows  some 
of  the  domestic  sorrows,  with  which  the'Princess 
has  to  contend.  The  Duke,  unalterably  bent 
upon  this  match,---certainly  a  splendid  -and  iU 
lustrious  alUance^ — and  sensibly  alive  to  all  its 
political  advantages,  is  exasperoted  with  my 
daughter,  for  her  seeming  carelessness,  of  ihe 
mighty  destiny  viiiich  Atte  has  imposed  upon  her. 
If  Caroline  pleads  her  reluctance  to  forming  as 
yet,  any  matrimonial  connection^  he  reminds  her^ 
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harshly  reminds  her,  that  all  inclination  ought  to 
mei^e,  in  the  consideration,  that  she  may  one 
day  be  a  Queen^  upon  the  first  throne  of  £urope. 
If  she  objects,  that  she  has  never  seen  her  future 
husband ;  he  expatiates  upon  the  universal 
good*  report  which  prevails  of  his  elegance,  his 
magnificence,  his  refinement,  his  accomplish* 
ments.  Vanquished  into  silence,  not  by  his 
reasons,  but  by  his  vehemence,  the  Princess 
sometimes  yields  to  the  violence  of  her  grief,  and 
bursting  into  tears,  laments  her  unhappy  fate,  which 
has  decreed  her  birth  within  the  sphere  of  a  court, 
rather  than  beneath  the  roof  of  a  cottage ;  which 
sternly  demands  the  sacrifice  of  present  afiec* 
tions,  and  future  hopes,  instead  of  permitting  to 
her,  as  it  permits  to  the  meanest  peasant  Girl, 
upon  her  Father's  territories,— the  free  and  un- 
restrained choice  of  her  heart  /*  Oh !  my  I^rd ,  the 
tenor  of  my  own  life,  has  taught  me  bitterly  to 
feel,  that  her  regrets  are  indeed  but  too  well 
founded !" 

A  profound  and  melancholy  silence  suc- 
ceeded to  this  conversation,  and  both  the  Duchess 
and  his  Lordship  remained  for  some  time 
lost  in  thought;  each  party  well  satisfied  at 
having  advanced  thus  far  in  the  explanation 
of  their  feelings,  and  opinions  relative  to  the 
Count  and  the  Princess,  but  dreading  to  be  com- 
mitted, by  going  one  step  further,   and  defini- 

•  The  memorable  vxpnmot  said  to  have  been  made  use  of 
upon  au  oocassioD,  nearly  timilar,  by  our  P as  R^-*^],  after- 
wards Q— —  of  W-*^g ;  the  object  of  her  regards  was  geai^raUy 
supposed  to  be  the  elegant  and  amiable  Lord  M » 

»  Q  q 
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lively  declaring  what  was  best  to  be  done,  under 
existing  circumstances.  From  this  long  and 
gloomy  reverie,  they  were  aroused  by  the  sudden 
and  fairy  like  appearance  of  the  Erl  King's 
daughter,  who  stood  before  them,  without  either 
of  them  having  had  the  slightest  intimation  or 
knowledge  of  her  approach.  This  being  of 
another  orb,  -(and  Lord  Edward,  in  his  enthu- 
siasm, would  have  been  well  content  to  swear 
that  she  was  one)  addressing  the  Duchess, 
repeated  the  words, — 

*'  The  Duke  is  coming !  the  Count  follows,  and 
tfUs  tnght,  (uttering  these  two  words  with  a  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  and  looking  earnestly  at  Lord  Ed- 
ward,) "  the  Princess  Caroline  cannot  be  won !" 

Before  even  Lord  Edward  could  recover  from 
his  amazement,  the  Erl  King's  daughter  fled 
with  the  graceful  agility  of  a  *^  silver-footed  an- 
telope/' into  the  covert  of  some  lofty  neighbor- 
ing trees,  among  which  she  disappeared  from 
their  view.  .They  now  saw  torches  approaching 
them,  and  as  Lord  Edward  instantly  recollected 
the  unpleasant  consequences  which  would  of 
course  ensue,  upon  a  discovery  of  his  identity,* 
leaving  his  spear  and  shield  at  the  feet  of  the 
Duchess,  he  stalked  away  in  the  direction  of  the 
same  trees.  The  Duke,  upon  arriving  at  the 
spot,  where  the  Duchess  continued  to  sit,  laugh- 
ingly exclaimed,— 

'*  Heyday!  what!  our  valiant  knight  has  left 
his  arms,  as  the  trophies,  1  suppose,  of  the  con- 
quest atchieved  by  your  Highness's  invincible 
attractions?     Had  I  known.   Madam,  that  you 
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had  been  conversing  with  such  a  companion^  I 
might  have  been  spared  the  trouble  of  a  long 
and  tedious  search  for  you !  But  listen  I  I  have 
something  to  tell  you ;  surprising  news  indeed  ; 
but  take  no  notice  ;"(he  added  in  a  lower  tone,-^) 
^*  the  Troubadour^  whose  exquisite  taste  and  skill 
have  been  delighting  the  whole  company,  in  our 
gay  and  illuminated  region  yonder,  is  in  fact 
Lord  F — • — .  Come!  you  shall  take  my  arm, 
and  invite  him  to  partake  of  our  collation  in  the 
fcastle ;  and  I  think  that  the  saloon  should  now 
be  open." 

The  melancholy  under  which  the  Duchess  had 
for  some  Jkime  labored,  was  of  so  confirmed  a 
nature,  that  she  could  not  even  smile  at  the  per- 
verse  and  obstinate  mistake  which  the  Duke  was 
thus  ludicrously  involved  in^  with  respect  to  the 
real  persons,  who  personated  the  Red-Cross 
Knight,  and  the  Troubadour.  By  this  time  the 
Troubadour  arrived,  and  was  introduced  by'  the 
Duke  to  her  Highness^  who,  without  having  been 
l^eviously  instructed  to  the  contrary  by  Lord 
ESdward^  would  never  hav.e  imagined  that  the 
Provencal  harp,  so  much  admired,  had  been 
sustained  by  th^  Count  Carafia. 

The  Duchess  in  the  kindest  manner,  requested 
4lie  indispensible  aid,  services^  and  company,  of 
the  Troubadour  in  the  state  saloon ;  and  accept- 
log  the  arm  of  Ike  Puke,  with  an  assumed  cheer- 
fulness, rejoined  the  masks  at  another  part  of 
the  gardens.  Their  Highnesses  were  followed 
by  sei^eraK  DominoSi  and  Characters,  and  among 
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the  latter,  by  the  Count  himself.  Ju8t  as  the 
whole  party  were  entering  into  the  thickest  of 
the  masqueraders^  a  youthful  pilgrim,  in  whose 
remembered  voice,  he  instantly  knew  that  of 
the  £rl  King's  daughter,  with  the  same  sudden* 
ness^  and  noiseless  step,  although  so  differ^ody 
habited,  from  what  she  had  been^  in  the  horrible 
cemetery  beneath  the  cattle,  was  at  his  elbow ! 
Her  countenance,  however,  was  still  invisible  to 
his  eager  curiosity,  by  reason  of  a  large  slouched 
hat,  which  was  pulled  over  her  face^  for  Ae 
wore  no  mask. 

'^ Count,'*  said  she,  impressively,  ''will  yon 
keep  your  word  with  me  ? — ^and  mark  me  well ; 
I  am  BO  longer  in  a  false  and  frivolous  disguise ; 
for  indeed,  Count,"  (and  here  her  delicate  and 
slender  frame,  as  she  leaned  upon  the  Count's 
supporting  arm,  was  almost  convulsed  with  the 

violent  agitation  of  her  feelings,)  '^  I  am 1  am^ 

a  wretched  pilgrim,  wandering  through  the  world 
in  misery,  and  hopelessness !  Speak  not,  yov 
voice  will  perhaps  be  known :  will  you  sit 
beside  me  in  the  state  saloon,  if  you  shall  see  me 
beekon  your  approach  V 

The  Count  signified  his  ready  assent  by  an 
inclination  of  his  head,  expressive  of  his  ac- 
knowledgements for  the  honor  which  this  request 
had  done  him. 

''Enough/*  said  the  Pilgrim;  ''now  look 
behind  you,  and  farewell !'' 

The  Pilgrim  swiftly  vanished  ;  the  Count 
looked  behind  him,  and  beheld~the  btae  0o* 
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mine.  She  appeared  lost  in  thought  and  sad- 
ness^ and  to  have  been  totally  regardless  of  the 
Troubadour's  presence.  _  The  Count  respect^ 
fully  advanced,  and  undecided  in  what  manner 
to  address  her;  whether  at  once  to  venture  an 
enquiry  as  to  the  truth  of  the  reports  relative  to 
her  intended  marriage,  or  to  hint  at  it  more  dis- 
tantly and  indirectly,  as  if  he  were  availing  him* 
self  merely  of  the  privilege  of  a  mask  :— he  at 
last  determined  upon  the  latter  mode. 

'*  You  wander^  Princess,  far  from  your  com- 
pimy ;  his  Highness  the  Duke  has  been  looking 
for  you,  and  the  gaiety  of  our  souls  languishes 
at  your  absence. 

'*  My  presence,"  sighed  Caroline,  "  will  tend  to 
afforc^  joy,  or  pleasure  in  a  very  trifling  degree  in- 
deed, if  it  be  true 'that  the  pleasure  of  a  Masque, 
depends  upon  the  spirits  of  the  Masqueraders  1^ 

*'  And  mine,  gentle  Caroline, — my  happiness 
is  so  entirely  identified  with  your  presence,  that 
file  .wild  notes  of  my  harp  here,  refuse  to  waken 
into  harmony,  till  their  melody  shall  be  awakened 
by  her  presence,  whom  only  they  acknowledge 
for  their  inspiring  Goddess!  Yes!  beautiful 
Princess,  often  have  I  swept  these  strings, 
sioimated  by  the  remembrances^  the  unfading  ad- 
miration of  ber,  whom  once  to  have  seen,<«-ii  to 
love  for  ever ! 

*'  Ye  powers  of  Heaven  I'*  ejaculated  the  Pria 
cess,  with  an  expression^  in  which  astonishment 
amd  pleasure  were  blended,  '*  do  i  not  remember 
that  voice;  or  can  it  be  another's    but  that  of 
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Colonel  Barham's?"  (Caroline  blushed  at  Uie 
involuntary  error,  into  which  the  recollection  of 
former  ,and  happier  hours  had  betrayed  her. 
She  hastily,  however,  corrected  herself;)  *'  I 
beg  the  Count's  pardon,  1  have  addressed  the 
Connt  Caraffa !" 

'  The  Count  bethought  himself,  that  this  was  an 
opportunity  too  favorable  to  be  neglected,  and 
could  not  resist  the  sudden  impulse,  >¥hich 
prompted  him  with  rash  impetuosity^  to  declare 
a  passion;  at  once  so  presumptuous  and  so  long 
concealed.  He  threw  himself  at  once  at  her 
feet,  and  clasping  her  hand  in  his^  he  exclaimed 
with  an  impassioned  voice  :^ 

'*  Too  beautiful  Princess !  remind  me  not  of 
an  exaltation  in  rank^  that  has  been  accompanied 
with  so  great  a  loss  of  happiness,  as  a  temporary 
separation  from  your  delightful  society.  Alas ! 
might  I  dare,  might  I  presume,  in  the  resistless 
fervor  of  a  passion^  that  has  forgotten  in  its 
boundless  affection,  the  immeasurable  distance 
between  us ; — might  I,  I  say,  for  a~  moment  ven- 
ture to  breathe  those  vows,  which  while  they 
proclaim  the  truth  and  ardor  of  my  soul,  would 
be  but  too  likely  to  incur  your  displeasure,  at 
the  presumption  which  dared  to  breathe  them  in 

your  ear ; 1  would  declare  to  you,  how  gladly 

I  would  exchange  wealth,  splendor,  rank,— 
were  I  possessed  of  them  in  the  very  highest 
degree,  for  the  humblest  destiny,  and  the  poorest 
hovel,  possessed  by  the  meanest  peasant  in  all 
Germany,  were  this  inestimable  prize,  (he  i^ised 
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her  hand  respectfully  to  his  lips^  and  kissed  it^) 
were  this  envied  treasure,  mine !" 

The  Princess  withdrew  her  hand  from  his  ;~a 
slight  expression  of  displeasure  manifested  itself 
in  the  manner  with  which  she  did  it,  at  so  abrupt 
and  bold  a  declaration  as  the  Count  had  made ; 
and  after  this  she  turned  from  him.  The  Count, 
whose  quick  and  sensitive  feelings,  Compre- 
hended in  a  moment  the  whole  extent  of  the 
injury  he  had  done  himself  in  her  eyes,  became 
immediately  convinced,  that  he  had  ruined  his 
own  cause,  that  no  hope  was  left  him !  Starting 
up,  therefore,  he  reproached  himself  with  all  the 
earnestness,  and  all  the  bitterness  of  heart,  of  a 
man  so  circumstanced. 

**  Alas!  what  have  1  done!  what  madness  has 
betraye*d  me  I — I  see  that  my  own  folly  has 
undone  me! — Oh  Lady!  beautiful  as  noble,-*- 
and  good,  as  beautiftil ;  if  your  heart  be  not  yet 
entirely  occupied  by  the  sweet  charities  of  life, 
which  are  more  than  graceful,  when  exercised' 

by  you; if  your  pity,  pure  and  generous  as 

that  which  angels  feel,  can  yet  extend  forgive- 
ness to  a  wretch,  bowed  down  by  the  last  excess 
of  human  misery, — a  hopeless  passion,  ansi?vered 

by  the  frowns  of  its   adored  object; ^then, 

would  I  crave  your  pardon !'' 

Caroline,  affected  even  to  tears,  and  totally 
unable  to  reply,  paused  for  a  moment,  and  then 
extended  to  him  her  hand,  as  if  in  token  of  the 
pardon  which  he  prayed.  The  Count  again 
saluted  it  vi^ith  transport,  and  in  a  tone  of  affect-* 
ing  solemnity,  while  with  difficulty  he  overcame 
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the  violent  emotion>  that  almost  denied  bis  ut- 
terance, he  continued ; 


■it 


incess  of  Wolfenstein !  yet  hear  me  ;- 


subdued  by  charms/  that  might  plead  my  best 
excuse,  even  in  a  father's  breast, — I  have  indeed 
ventured  to  declare  a  love  that  has  long  con- 
sumed in  silent  and  uncomplaining  intensity^ 
my  unhappy  heart.  Life  has  long  ceased  to  have 
a  charm  for  me ;  the  dreams  of  youth,  the  hopes 
of  riper  years,  the  pleasures  of  existence, — have 
all  fiided  and  vanished,  before  the  corroding 
misery  of  unrequited  love  1  But  it  is  all  over ! 
standing  as  I  do  now^  upon  the  verge  of  eternity, 
let  me  now  bid  my  long  farewell!  I v -have  ven- 
tured to  reveal  that,  which  has  slumbered  in  my 
bosom,  through  the  silence  of  many  years ; — 
yes  I  I  have  ventured,  and  I  have  met  my  doom ! 
In  incurring  your  displeasure,  I  have  proved  the 

last  agony  of  life !    Pronounce  but  the  word 

pardon, ^the  solace  of  a  dying  man^  and   1 

shall  meet  death,  and  descend  into  the  grave, 
as  the  long-expected  friend,  and  eagerly-de- 
sired home,  which  close  the  weary  pilgrimage  of 
the  wretched !'' 

Caroline  could  hear  no  more ; — she  esteemed, 
she  reverenced  the  Count.  His  elegance,  his 
courage,  his  intrepid  and  successful  interference, 
in  behalf  of  her  Father ; — the  interest  excited  by 
his  adventures,  the  unassuming  suavity  of  his 
manners;  and  perhaps,  some  feeling  of  a  nearer^ 
and  dearer  kind  than  these  remembrances,  had 
given  him  a  resistless  claim  to  her  friendship, 
her  esteem,  her  sympathy. 
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**  live,"  she  said,  and  the  tooe.  in  which  she 
spoke,  vibrated  upon  every  agitated  and  respon- 
sive nerve,  as  the  Count  dwelt  with  rapture  upon 
her  word ; — "  Live,  Count,  I  command  you ;  at 
least  if  my  wish,  if  the  assurance  of  my  entire 
regard,  my  ardent  gratitude  to  the  protector  of 
my  Father,  and  the  asserter  of  my  Country's 
rights ;  if  my  humble  entreaties  can  have,  any 
influence  with  you, — (I^  scruple  not  to  express 
my  hope  that  they  may ; ) — ' — believe  that  Caro- 
line of  B-i k,  is  interested  in  no  common  de- 
gree, in  all  that  concerns  the  happiness,  the  tran- 
quility, the  honor  of  the  Count  Caraffa!"  , 

If,  the  moment  before,  the  Count  was  bowed 
down  by  a  load  of  intolerable  despondency,  if 
even  the  desperate  resolution^  which  he  was 
endeavoring  to  sustain,  careless  pf  death,  and 
indifferent  to  life, — vanished  at  the  unexpected 
shock,  occasioned  by  the  sudden  expression  of 
indignant  feeling  and  displeasure,  ftianifested  by 
the  Princess,  upon  his  discovery  of  the  fatsrl 
secret  of  his  attachment — this  declaration  of  her 
regard,  amounting  almost  indeed,  to  such  a  de- 
claration as  even  the  sanguine,  and  impetuous 
Count,  could  have  desired,**— shed  round  him  as 
it  were,  a  new  atmosphere  of  joy.  Hik  heart 
expanded  with  unwonted  happiness ;  the  world 
in  which  he  had  long  sojourned  wearily,  as  in  a 
region  of  comfortless,  hopeless,  desolate  exist* 
ence,  was  now  clothed  to  his  delighted  eyes,  in 
all  the  varied  charms,  with  which  the  lavish 
hand  of  nature  has  adorned  it ! 

»»  ar 


I       * 
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In  that  moment  of  ecstasy,  he  felt  himself  a 
being,  rescued  from  perdition,  and  established 
in  bliss  ;  the  gloom  which  had  sat  brooding  on 
his  soul,  for  many  a  day  of  cheerless  misery, — 
dispersed  with  the  suddenness  of  a  morning 
mist,  before  the  glories  of  an  effulgent  sun. 
Engaged  in  conversation  like  this,  the  minutes 
flew  so  swiftly,  that  Caroline  was  compelled  to 
remind  the  County  she  feared  their  absence 
might  be  remarked.  The  latter,  convinced  of 
the  reasonableness  of  her  fears,  consented  there- 
fore  to  repair  to  the  other  part  of  the  gardens, 
with  all  possible  speed,  and  by  a  different  road 
from  that  which  Caroline  proposed  to  take. 
They  had  reason  to  congratulate  themselves 
upon  their  determination,  as  after  their  arrival,  a 
little  time  elapsed  only  before  the  whole  com- 
pany w^re  summoned  to  attend  the  Duke  and 
Duchess,  in  a  splendid  apartment,  called  the 
supper-room.' 

As  soon  as  all  the  guests  were  seated,  the 
Red-Cross  Knight  not  appearing  among  them, 
his  Highness  expressed  his  surprize  and  chagrin 
at  his  unexpected  absence.  In  answer  to  all  his 
enquiries,  he  could  only  learn  that  the  same 
man  who  had  driven  the  Red-Cross  Knight,  had 
about  an  h'our  before  made  his  appearance  in 
the  porch  of  the  castle,  and  had  more  than  once 
been  seen  to  speak  with  the  Knight  in  the  course 
of  the  evening;  since  then,  nothing  had  been 
seen  of  either.  The  Duke  satisfied  himself  by 
supposing  that  some   sudden  intelligence  had 
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arrived  from  England^  which  had  abruptly  re- 
called the  Count  to  H — stedt^  and  so  the  matter 
passed  off. 

It  was  observed  that  the  three  black  Dominos 
who  sat  by  the  Troubadour,  conversed  with 
him  in  a  low  tone  upon  the  state  of  affairs  in 

I d  ;  and  that  the  Duke  alluded  to  the  same 

topic  several  times  in  addressing  the  same  cha- 
racter. It  was  on  the  whole  very  clear  that  the 
Count  was  mistaken  for  Lord  Edward ; — ^tbat  it 
was  presumed  the  former  had  retired,  and  that 
the  latter  was  still  seated  at  the  table.  While  this 
error  afforded  poor  Caraffa  some  secret  amuse- 
ment in  the  midst  of  hjgher  and  softer  cares, 
(for  he  had  both ;)  he  felt  not  a  little  anxiety  in 
reflecting  that,  he  had  not  yet  concerted,  the 
means  of  his  escape.  In  the  meanwhile  his 
eyes  had  been  sa  attentively  occupied  in  ob- 
serving the  Princess  herself,  who  sat  upon  the 
right  hand  of  the  Dukes  that  he  had  not  leisure 
to. notice  the  conduct  or  the  appearance  of  any 
one  else.  At  length  his  ear  was  saluted  by  a 
deep  sigh,  from  some  one  close  beside  him.  He. 
turned  his  head  round,  and  started  upon  per- 
ceiving the-  fair  pilgrim,  with  her  eyes  intently 
fixed  upon  him  ;  and  she  in  her  turn  appeared  to 
have  awoken  suddenly  to  a  consciousness  of 
what  she  was  doiAg;  for  she  blushed  deeply, 
was  evidently  confused,  and  hung  down  her  head. 
The  Count  in  an  instant  remembered  his  engage- > 
ment;  and  actuated  by  a  resistless  curiosity,  or* 
perhaps  by  his  accustomed  gallantry,  he  looked 
at  the  fair  unknown,  as  if  to  ask  her  whether  she 
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would  permit  him,  as  she  had  promised^  to  seott 
himself  by  her? — But  her  face  w^s  turned  away ; 
there  w^is,  however,  now  a  Tacant  space — ^it  look- 
ed as  if  it  was  intended ; in  short,  he  resolved 

to  try; ^but  how  was  he  to  get  there?  The 

table  extended  down  a  very  long  chamber ;  he 
was  just  in  the  centre  of  it,  and  opposite  to  him 
was  the  lady.    To  remove  from  his  place,  then 
parade  down  the  awful  remainder  of  the  taUe, 
cross  it  opposite  the  Duke,  and  travel  again  up 
to  the  same  station  on  the  other  side, — ^before  so 
many  guests,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  the  silent 
stateliness  and  decorum,  which  even  the  pleasant 
follies  of  the  masquerade  had  not  yet  smoothed 
away,  would  have  been  an  effort,  almost  too 
awful  even  for  the  Count.      Luckily  for  him,  the 
Duke  pledged  him,  as  ^'  the  noble  Troubadour,"  in 
a  bumper  of  Tokay. — ^The  Count  bowed  in  retiira, 
rose  from  his  seat,  and  giving  his  harp  to  be  bom# 
after  him  by  one  of  the  pages  in  waiting,  stalked 
majestically  down  that  very  part  of  the  chamber 
which  he  had  been  afraid  to  look  at  the  moment 
before.     He  made,  however,  directly  to  a  splen* 
did  sideboard,  (only  a  few  paces  from  the  pretty 
pilgrim)  upon  which  there  stood  a  magnificent 
gold  goblet.    This  he  filled  to  tlie  very  brim ; 
and  raising  it  in^  his  hand,  he  exclaimed,—— 
*^  Health   and  Victory   to  the  House  of 
B-^ k!"    The  chamber  rang  with  the  de- 
lighted acclamations  of  every  guest ;  and  again 
the  Duke,  thanking  the  Count,  whom  he  called 
his  '^  noble  friend,"  (and  whom  one  or  two  other 
expressions  betrayed  that  he  believed  to  be  Lord 
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Edward)— pledged  "the  Troubadour."  The 
Troubadour,  availing  himself  of  so  favorable  an 
opportunity^  had  seated  himself  beside  the  Pil- 
grim ;  but  thus  compelled  to  msike  a'  second 
libation,  he  callecl  for  his  harp ;  and, 

**  With  a  masters  hand,  and  prophet^s  fire."* 

sang  the  foUovring  stanzas ;  at  that  moment,  no 
doubt,  congenial  to  his  feelings, — 


''  Oh  I  is  there  a  heart  so  untainted  with  sorrow,— 
*'  So  new  to  delight,  add  so  pleased  with  to-day ;— - 

**  As  to  heed  not  the  woe  that  may  come  with  to-morcow, 
"  — Nor  a  sigh  for  the  past,  nor  the  future,  betray? 


i« 


(i 


Ah!  might  sach  a  heart  to  a  mortal  belong, — 

**  To  him, to  him  only,  this  life  were  a  treasoire ; 

And  praised  it  should  be,  by  the  children  of  song, 
**  As  the  heart  that  alone  was  responsire  to  pleasure ! 


**Then  bring  me  the  goblet,  that  sparkling  so  brightly, 
*•  May  drown  er'ry  care,  evVy  misery  sever,— 

"  And  ni  quaff  it  unceasingly, — early  and  nightly,— 
y  'Till  joy  and  'till  sorrow  both  raniah  for  erer  !'^ — 


This  little  Anacreontic  he  sang  in  the  assumed 
tone  and   manner  of  Lorti   Edward,   and    the 
deception  was  admirable. 
'     This  lyrical  effusion  of  the  Count's  was   as 
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fortunate  as  his  preceding  effort  had  been  in 
eliciting  from  the  company,  an  approbation  as 
warmly  expressed  as  the  rules  of  good  breeding, 
and  the  observances  due  to  such  a  society,  would 
permit.  Unfortunately  for  the  Count,  however, 
it  rather  made  him  the  subject  of  general  obser- 
vation, than  it  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  any  degree  of  privacy  or  plea- 
santness^ with  his  fair  and  mysterious  neighbour. 
The  gaiety  of  the  company  w^s  far  from  exhaust- 
ed, and  a  proposal  that  they  should  adjourn  to 
the  ball-room^  in  order  to  participate  in  the 
waltz,  the  quadrille,  and  the  cotillion,  which  were 
the  favorite  dances  of  the  Court,  was  unanimously 
acceded  to.  The  supper-room  was  in  an  instant 
d.eserted,  excepting  by  a  few  lingering  couples, 
M%o,  in  common  with  the  Count  and  Bertha, 
availed  themselves  of  sq  desirable  an  occasion, 
in  order  to  express  those  sentiments  which  they 
felt  constrained  to  repress,  when  placed  in  a 
situation  so  public,  as  that  which  they  had  been 
recently  compelled  to  endure.  But  there  was 
this  material  difference  between  the  parties ; 
that  it  was  to  be  presumed  at  least,  that  such 
sentiments,  whether  of  friendship  and  esteem 
only,  or  of  a  more  tender  and  peculiar  nature, — 
were  with  them  reciprocal  one3;  while  the 
Count's  regard  for  B^tha  had  been  hitherto^  at 
the  utmost,  that  of  excited  curiosity  and  interest, 
whereas,  to  say  truth,  that  of  Claudine,  or 
Bertha,  for  the  Count,  was  a  confirmed  and 
glowing  passion,  founded  upon  that  lasting  and 
imutable  basis, — gratitude. 
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Till  the  moment  that  the  pilgrim  had  takisn  off 
her  slouched  hat,  and  parted  her  jetty  locks, 
-which  curled  in  beaytiful  and  unstudied  profusion 
over  her  ivory  forehead,  the  Count  was  perfectly 
unconscious  that  he  had  been  all .  the  evening 
in  conversation  Avith  the  wild,  the  mysterious, 
the  unhappy  Bertha!  When  he  had  first  seen 
her,  upon  that  appalling  night,  which  still  dwelt 
upon  his  mind,  as  a  night  of  horror,  she  v^as 
pale,  grief- worn,  and  in  distress^  and  her  misery 
Itppeared  heightened  by  the  absence  of  those  little 
elegancies  of  dress  which  are  supposed^  and  with 
some  reason,  to  increase  the  charms  even  of  the 
most  beautiful  women ;  but,  in  the  course  of  this 
evening,  before  he  had  yet  seen  her  fine  expres- 
sive countenance^  he  had  first  encountered  her, 
habited>  perhaps,  in  one  of  the  most  splendid 
dresses  that  the  whole  masquerade  exhibited  ;-^ 
the  carnation  tinge  of  health  had  usurped  the 
pallid  and  sickly  hue  of  poverty^  anguish,  and 
distress  combined ;  in  shorty  that  very  -  Bertha, 
whom,  at  the- time  of  their  first  interview,  he  had 
supposed  from  her  general  appearance^  to  be 
about  seven-and- twenty,  he  could  now  with 
difficulty  believe,  to  be  really  more  than  twenty. 
All,  this,  however,  we  should  have  prefaced,  by 
observing,  that  of  all  the  surprising  events  which 
had  lately  crowded  so  thick  upon  him,  none  Kad 
impressed  the  Count  with  such  inexpressible 
astonishment  and  wonder,  as  this  double  dis- 
covery caused  him ; — that  the  £rl  King's  daugh- 
ter, and  the  pilgrim  were  the  same  Claudine, 
whom  the  day  before,  be  had  recognised  as  one 
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of  the  Ducal  hoasehold ;   and  that  the  beautiful, 
the  various,  Claudine,  was  really  Bertha ! 

When  the  Count  had  a  little  recovered  from 
the  state  of  confusion  and  amazement^  which 
this  affair  had  thrown  him  into,  he  requested  Hiat 
Bertha  would  be  so  kind  as  to  satisfy  his  curio- 
sity, upon  certainly  as  great  B.  variety  of  topics 
as  could  be  well  proposed,  even, — much  less 
.answered^  .vrithin  the  contracted  duration  of.  a 
t6te-a-t6te  at  a  masquerade.  He  be^ed  to  know 
what  were  the  events  of  her  life,  previo^sly  to 
his  firstseeing  her  in  the  miner's  hut ; — what  had 
occurred  to  her  upon  her  getting  to  Wemar  after 
their  separation; — what  reasons  had  induced 
faer  to  enter  as  a  domestic  in  the  household ; — 
whether  she  knew  of  his  being  resident  at  the 
Court  of  Wolfenstein,  subsequently  to  the  adven- 
ture'of  the  forest  of  Lenaren; — what  had  occa- 
sioned her  appearance  in  particular  at  the 
masquerade ; — and  jfinally^  and  most  especially, 
how  she  had  contrived,  within  so  short  a  period, 
to  become,  as  she  evidently  was,  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  private  and  secret  subterra- 
neous passages  of  the  castle^  and  what  her 
present  commands^  in  desiring  bim  t6  attend  her, 
were  ?  —  Bertha,  in  her  turn,  evinced  a  degree 
of  astonishment,  scarcely  less  CYident  than  that 
of  the  Count ;  either  the  Count  had  opportunely 
remembered,  that  the  principal  object  of  A^ 
appearance  that  evening  at  the  castle,  was  to 
c6nverse  with  another  and  more  highly  regarded 
individual, upon  a  different  topic,  and  had  there-' 
fore  stated,  in  order  to  save  time,  all  the  points 
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uppQ  w^c^  he  wiah«d  to  he  eatis^d,  v^tb  as 
.  iQucb  coQ^clscposs  and  deani9!|s  as  possible  ;-^or 
else,  the  natural  impetuosity  of  his  character  had 
i^doced  him  to  string  togeth^,  ^  it  were,  in  the 
shape  of  a  single  enquiry^  every  possible  qoeiftion 
that  could  suggest  itself  to  his  mipd  with  respect 
.to  the  history  of  Bertha.  SUkp  at  lepgth  repli/ed 
tp  hivfk^  ffniliqg  archly,  and  with  a  siguificapt 
«¥{^respiop»  that  she  w<Mild  neither  be  so  cru^l 
Apr  flP  unres^^ELftbl^  a^  to  presuipe,  after  such  a 
Ahort  acquaintapce>  te  detain  him  hy  a  narr^tiye 
that  would  necessarily  consume  tpc^  large  a^d 
vfiluable  a  ppr^pA  of  mom^ntS)  that  shQ  perceived 
tq  be  extiWnely  precious  apd  interesting  to  him. 
It  wa^  ill  vi^in.that  the  CoMut*  in  his  cpn^sion, 
prote^t^d  either  against  l;he  errpr  pf  her  suppo- 
f^t^oqe^  pr  i^^infift  ^is  distn^st  of  bis  politeness ; 
ig^r^ejtfy^  jstill  persistipg  iq  averring  such  to  be 
h^r  belief,  nsplied  with  a  mournful  amile,  that 
^'.phe  Vpuld  tal^e  some  future  opportunity  qf 
f ^^A^iag  to  hin^  the  particulars  of  her  eventfi^ 
life  ;-r-4;hat  at  present,  her  object  was,  to  tell  him 
that  his  motions  were  washed,  that  the  Duk^, 
and  some  others  had  mistaken  him  indeed  for 
Jjord  Edward  F-*-— >  hut  that  his  real  identitf 
was  now  s^EfpectedJ  ^ho  bpde  him  to  beware, 
particnlftrly  q£  every  female  mask  who  should 
^q^psf;  hiip^  thi;o\ighout  the  remaining  part  of  the 
avei)in(|^;  ''^nd  tP  prove  to  yon/'  she  cqntinued^ 
'^ihp  c^i^intef-estednesa^  at  leapt  of  my  advice^  let 
me  ^dd  ti)i«  oi^e  additional  caution  j  if,  as  I  snp<- 
ppfe^yonrsire  really  hent upon  frustmtmg,  by  some 
hiild  mkI.  desperate  act^  fhe  intended  if^arriage  of 
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the  Princess  Caroline, — ^it  beboTes  yon  to  lose 
not  an  hour;  in  two  days  /  know  that  she 
embarks  for  E  /' 

The  Count  tooked  at  her  earnestly,  and  almost 
bad  betrayed  himself.  Without  noticing  his  emo- 
tion. Bertha  concluded,  *'  Whatever  you  do, 
must  be  done  to-morrow ! — ^There  now !  no  pro* 
fessions !  smd  on  such  a  subject  perhaps  your 
thanks  would  give  me  rather  pain  than  pleasure. 
— What  I  have  said  is  certain !  make  you  the 
best  use  of  it!  and  now^  Sir,  give  me  your  arm 
to  the  ball-room  !'*  Hie  Count,  in  the  midst  of 
the  surprize  in  which  he  was  inroWed,  remarked 
that  as  Bertha  uttered  these  words  she  put  on  a 
small  black  silk  mask.  She  was  deaf  to  every 
entreaty  made  by  the  Count,  that  she  would  be 
more  explicit,  and  as  soon  as  they  drew  near  to 
the  dancers  she  withdrew  her  arm  from  his,  and 
desiring  him  not  to  follow  her,  abruptly  widi- 
drew.  Hardly  had  she  quitted  him  when  the 
pretty  Tyrolese,  who  had  been  observed  to  pay 
such  particular  attention  to  the  Red-Cross 
Knight,  accosted  him  ; 

''  Really,''  she  said,  '^  yon  are  no  gentle  Trou- 
badour, for  you  are  the  most  provoking  creature 
alivf ; — here  have  I  been  talking  the  most  sen- 
Mble  things  in  the  world,  and  receiving  the  most 
elegant  answers  imaginable  to  and  from  your 
friend^  the  Knight,  for  the  last  two  or  tiiree 
hours ;  and  yoo^  instead  of  aiding  me^  or  inspi- 
ring him  with  a  single  tuneful  verse,  drone  pretty 
idea,  have  been  absent  the  whole  evening. 
^ome,  Sir!  tell  me  in  what  quarter  of  this  do- 
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main  you  have  thought  proper  to  bide  yoMself ; 
ajid  tdce  good  heed  that  you  tell  mie  no  faiie- 
hoods ;  for  your  fiienij  I  cao  assure  you^  haa 
provided  me  with  every  possible  measis  of  detee- 
tioor 

The  Couat  was  a  little  disconcerted  at  the 
confidence  with  which  she  denominated  the  Rjed^ 
Cross  Knight,  his  friend ;  and  the  more  so,  be- 
cause he  well  knew,  whatever  might  be  the 
altered  complexion  of  Lord  Edward's  charactw 
since  they  last  Inet,  he  was  formerly  inconsider- 
ate^ rash^  and  communicative  to  a  degree.  Thfre 
seemed,  indeed,  little  probability  that  on  thin 
occasion  he  should  have  revealed  a  secret  de- 
signedly^ which  so  materially  concerned  tiie 
honor  and  interests  of  a  friend ;  and  yet  he  feared 
that  some  rash  observations  upon  his  Lordship's 
part  might  have  betrayed  it.  He  was^  therefore, 
pfirticularly  guarded  in  his  own  answer,  a£EectiDg 
even  not  to  know  whom  he  addressed. 

*'  Fair  Tyrolese^  I  knew  not  that  I  had  here  a 
friend  who  took  so  great  an  interest  in  my  favor, 
as  to  inform  you  that  I  had  the  honor  of  his 
friendship.  But  the  Troubadour,  Lady,  would 
acknowledge  no  man  for  bis  con^paoion,  who  at 
the.  sight  of  such  a  form  and  such  eyes>  did  not 
feel  the  noblest  inspiration! — Ah^  Lady!  it  in- 
stead of  blooming  amidst  the  wild  and  cheerless 
fastnesses  of  the  bleak  Tyrol,  you  would  gi^ce 
my  native  Provencal  bowers^  where  the  golden 
harvest,  and  the  purple  vintage,  and  the  beautiful 
springs  should  each  pay  some  elegant  tribute  to 
do  honor  to  your  perfect  loveliness, — my  harp 
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should  never  soafld  agiuti  but  to  cdtfMit^  her 
pnise  and  her  chamiB,  who  had  quitted  the  deso- 
late regions  of  the  N^orth^  for*  the  taughtlig  pkfflw 
and  enchanting  valleys  Of  Provemie  !" 

'^  Heaven  defend  tne  1"  ejaculated  the  Bafoii^ 
ess,  with  an  assomed  expression  of  wobdeti  in 
which  a  real  feelmg  of  pleasure  evidently  pM- 
ponderatedj — **  I  believe  I  am  mi^takeui  abso* 
kitely  i  for  certainly  no  German^  no  Englishmain^ 
no  Irishman^  has  overpaid  me  one  tw^tieth  pait 
of  these  high  flown  compliments,  -since  I  have 
vel^etated  in  these  ma^e/iceirf  and  extensive  ter- 
ritories ! — Foolish  womab  that  I  am !— the  Duke 
b  near  us,  and  if  he' hears  me  decrying  the  nutin-^ 
ber  of  geographical  degrees  over  which  he  roles, 
he  will  never  speak  to  me  again. — Gomei  fiiend^ 
eoafess  diat  you  are  indeed  no  oAer  Aaa  tte 
gftllaat  Lord  Edward  F 1*' 

The  warning  voice  of  Bertha^  bidding  bktt 
*^  beware  of  every  female  mask  who  shduld  ac- 
cost him/'  stilt  appeared  to  sound  upon  the  ear 
of  the  Count ;  be  detettnined  in  his  turn  to  prac- 
tice upon  the  Baroness  her  own  tats  of  finesse 
imd  evasion' ;  and  pretending  to  be  greatly  dis- 
concerted^ as  if  her  conjecture  had  been  really 
wel^  founded^  he  replied^  apparently  iti  great 
confusion/ 


To  meet  your  queiBtidn^  Madiim,  by  imollier 
one^  pray  a(;kno^ledge^  that  the  Tyrol  itself  has 
nothing  to  boast^  excepting  your  caprice ;  but  that 
tbe  (dianning  peasaot  girl  of.^is  evening  is  no 
other  than  our  B — k  eveniag  star^^— the  IftaiMess 
Van  Orpenton !" 


manoBOt  caikwive.  319 

^'  Hold,  my  Lord !  this  is  fitbsolut^y  Uttbett^- 
aUe  ;*^I  insist  upon  being  answered,  attd  I*hanre 
ttifluy  other  matters,  upon  which  I  have  yet  to 
question  you  I*' 

f<  And  I^  on  many  accounts,  am  unwiltftig  at 
pi^esent  to  reply  to  them  V  said  the  Count  in  a 
whisper. 

<'  Fear  not !"  rejoined  the  Baronead,  in  th« 
same  tone;  ''  I  should  have  thought  that  9ik  Iriih 
nobleman  knight,  by  this  time^  have  known  dMr 
generosity  betted  than  to  snp4>06e,  that  we  should 
take  advantage  of  his  gallantry  in  obliging  Out 
curiosity,  to  impart  the  intelligence,  either  of  hitf 
{hresence  ot  of  his  purpose,  ev6n  to  our  Prince  1 
Believe  me^  Lord  Edward  I  I  have  heard  of 
every  ejitertion  that  you  have  been  making  tit 
your  own  country ;  fash^  and  mad  enough  they 
were,  to  be  surel  but  depend  upon  it,  I  like 
you  the  better  for  them  P* 

The  Count  bowed  With  so  much  eleganee,  dnd 
evidently  widi  86  much  delight,  at  the  honor 
whieh  her  approbation  eonfert-ed  upon  him,-  that 
Van  OvpentOn  herself^  at  onee  tonclnded^  ahe 
must  in  reality  be  nustaken^  in  a  soft  of  hall^ 
formed  opimon;  that  had  once  or  t^iiie  suggest^ 
ed  ftftelfto  her  mind.-^that  the  Troubadour^  might 
by  postiibility,  ^  the  Coutit  Caraffa.-^be  pro- 
ceeded^ 

"  W*ll^  th^,  you  are  really  that  wild  yotin^ 
gentleman,  Ldrd  Bdward!  And  now  let  tfto 
entreat  yOU,  If  yoti  have  any  regard  for  your 
^end  the  County  to  disiiuade  him  from  thinking 
any  fufttiet  of  tnaking  an  impression  upon  the 
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very  romantic  heart  of  that  fortunate,  aentimen- 
tal^  and  yet  cold-hearted  lady,  mrhom  he  pursues 
with  such  unremittiug  ardor.  Tell  him^  that  the 
destiny  of  the  Princess  is  irreTocably  fixed : — 
that  the  blind  goddess,  FcMrtune,  blind,  indeed 
she  must  be, — ^has  really  decreed  to  her^  the 
splendid  lot  of  beeoming  the  spouse  of  the  hand- 
some and  illustrious  P of  W ; — that 

Ae  leaves  the  territory  of  Lenenbergen  in  less 
than  eight-and-forty  hours,  and  that  every  at- 
tempt to  prevent  it  will  be  fruitless  1  For,  in  the 
mean,  time^  his  most  indifferent  actions  are 
watched.  And  to  prove  to  you^  my  Lord^  the 
truth  of  what  1  say,  1  have  this  day  been  answer- 
ing the  letters  of  Lady  J ,  who  wished  me 

to  send  her  every  particular,  relative  to  the 
mofnters,  customs,  amusements,  friendships^  and 
pursuits  of  the  Princess;   myself,  to  tell  you  the 

truths — the  Margravine  of  JB ^  the.  Baroness 

Von  Friesbach,  and  Madame  de  8  ■  ■  ,  (whom 
the  Princess  choosea  forsooth,  U^  denominate 
THE  F£M ALE  CABAL)  have  drawn  up  ior 
this  purpose  a  very  long  account ;  and,  in  return 
for  the  censorious  affectation,  with  which. she 
herself  was  accustomed  to  interrupt  us,  and  to 
interfere  ,in  our  social  arrangements,  we  have 
done  her,  I  must  say,  ample  justice!  I  know 
not  what  influence  it  may  have,  or  produce  at 

the  Court  of  St.  J ;  but  if  it  be  true  that  the 

handsome  Prince  (he  is  so  great  a  fiivorite  with 

your  £ ladies,  that  1  should  exceedingly 

like  to  see  him)  is  fond  of  gaiety  and  pleasure,  I 
think  we  have  done  him  no  more  than  common 
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charity,  in  making  him  aware  of  the  sombre  and 
fonnal  character^  and  pretensions^  of  his  fotnre 
bride/' 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  indignation 
and  disgust,  which  the  Count  experienced,  at 
hearing  the  beloTed  of  his  heait,  spoken  et,  in.  a 
manner  at  once  so  hostile^  so  ungenerous,  and  so 
utatrae.     For  the  present,  however,  he  was  obli- 
ged to  suppress  every  Reeling  of  this  nature ;  his 
owa  safety,  and  the  sAccess  of  his  own  ettter^ 
prize,   depended   altogether  upon  his .  seeming 
acquiescence»  in  every  thing  which  the  artful  and 
unprincipled  Baroness^  chose  to  insinuate,  to  the 
prejudice  and  disadvanti^e  of  Caroline.      But 
there  was  a  time,  wheiK  no  consideration  of  per- 
sonal danger,  however  imminent^  or  advantage 
however  great,  no,  not  even  the  interests  of  such 
a  passion  as  that  which  he  now  was  influenced 
by^  could  have  induced  him  for  one  moment  to 
condescend  even  to  the  slightest  evasion,  or  to 
putting  the  slightest  constraint  upon  his  feelings, 
when  they  had  been  excited  by  such  an  out- 
rage upon  them.    Thiii,  then,  was  one  of  die 
additional  evil  eftcts,  in  the  first  place^  of  un- 
settled principles ;  and  subsequently,  of  the  mul- 
tiplied misfortunes  and  peculiar  drcumstanoes 
attending  his  unhappy  attachment.     Seeing  that 
he  was  mistaken   for  Lord  Edward,  he  now 
willingly  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to 
acquire  every  information  which  the  thoughtless 
and  volatile  garrulity  of  the  Baroness  afforded 
to  him  in  unsolicited  abundance. 
**  I  would  readily,"  he  observed  after  a  long 


and  tlMMightid  pauae^-^'^  coQvey  to  Aa  Count 
your  friendly  admonitions ;  hvA  I  kmaw  him  to 
be  so  bent  upon  what  I  conceive  will  teminmte 
in  his  otrtain  ndot  that  overy  auggestiioo  will  be 
tfarosim  entirdy  away  upon  bim/' 

^*  At  least,  tell  kim^  hoixever,  thfit  bis  caatioii 
will  avail  Bias  ndhiag ;  tbat-T*«-4iiit  1  famit  not 
Ibrget  y0u  youtself;  my  Lofd;-^yon  i&arJbcd  ti»e 
^ee  black  Bominos  l^^tbey  have  beon  iilocy- 
saaftly  on  the  watch  ;'^-r-and  y#u  will  belfellowed 
to  your  awn  dpor.  One  of  thotn  is  your  im- 
placable enemy,  the  EM  of  L  .  i  .  ,  whose  eldMt 
son,  l^rd  Cmi..  .^  is  as  qneh  the  enemy  of  bis 
country,  and  of  freedom,  !as  bis  iiUher  is  your 
feen 

The  Ctount  at  this  moment,  could  hive  for- 
given to  the  beautiful  Barottess,  at  least  one  half 
\^  her  frdfiogs  on  die  score  of  the  patriotic  afaiit 
that  displayed  its^  in  the  last  two.  or  tbtee 
irords  die  tiad  spoken.  But  it  occurred  to  bim> 
thictif  he  sdll  retained  the chamcter andi^annofts 
of  ^Loid  Edward,  as  they  had  bten  assigned!  to 
him  by  her,  he  might,  very  possibly^  in^lnee 
Jier  to  fovor  his  ovm  escape>from  the  oastte ;  aia 
escape  which  he  had  all  along  eooceivod  wpidd 
pro^e  a  matter  of  very  conadoffahle  difte«lty> 
and  which  it  was  now  dear  wi^ald  be  aftesfltd 
with  the  almost  certain  consequoases  of  deteetioOf 
as  regarded  himself^  and  the  danger  even  af 
capture  and  imprisonment  to  Lord  Edward.  He 
looked  e«mestly  at  the^  9aroneas^  and  taking 
her  hand^  said  to  her  in  a  most  serious  and  im* 
pressifve  manner  ;^^ 
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*'  If  the  Barbfiess  Van  Orpenton^ooiild  »a8»i8t 
to  escape,  and  to  life  and  liberty ,  a  man  who 
has  Teotured  hoth  fortnne  and  exint^nee  in  Ur 
country's  serrice  tbroagboort  'ntany  a  ytsary  fa!onr 
■should  an  unfortanate  I-h^^->i1)  auffitievtly 
thank  her?  Say,  then; — have  you  the  courage 
and  the  kindness  to  aid  me  1-'  •  i 

^*  Vesy  my  Lofd  ; — and' on  the' instant ;— 4ooJc;, 
here  is  a  key  irbich  nnlocks  'a  private  smail 
door,  which' yon  will  find  in  the  wall  opposite  to 
the  ratall  wester  iilrret;  -You  had  bttfer  fbllow 
me,  and 'I  will  take  care:  to  engage  the  :thne 
Mack  Dommoty  whdm  I  8ee*7<»idtT  ia  con- 
TeiMrtioii. '  Yonr  Lordship  will  «ben  reafjtiiy  find . 
atif  opi^rtunity  o£  hastily  retiriagi^"  ^ '    ^ 

This  arrangement  was  not'  long  eacccisfeiBig ; 
the  vigilance  and  pnapMioos  jeahmny  of^'the 
thrse  Mack  DomsnoSj^'was  dircidtly^  killed  abd 
deceiftd^  by  thevemsttesabkadisbihents  of  this 
le^f^ly  Severn.  >  TSb  Count  perceit^ed  the  Itavor- 
able  misnient^'aaNl  tiro  or  tiiree  miirotea«  fonid 
him  outside  the  wlalls  of  Wolfimstein  Caate ' 
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^Mt  next  «oniihg;Ume  of  the  loveliast  'dmt 
everitowAod*np€nr  the  wo«ld»  bMii|^t  with  i^, 
light  and  life,>  freshness;  joy,  and  nMlodfri; .  the 
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face  of  Mibim  muled  vaifSx  glo4eewi»  beiie«l^  the 
goklen  gloriea .  of  a  ^londleiip  Ay,  wheie  tke 
najestie  mii>  entbropod  umiiUli  |be  vivifyiiig 
epl^odbwrsof  bb  swjwirr  %gefi,  ^heduj^a^ -every 
olv6ct:;f^  in  the-btovens  ^b^y^i  %im1  qr  tbeeaitb 
b^Mieaitb/'  effidgefto^  ^yarinlh,  aad  aaiioliUoo. 
The  eternal  mountain,  tbe  glialeniilK  MnateTs^  Ihe 
gttm  plaiAB^  tbe  tremulooa  ^Feea, — all  gfowed 
:aiike  hl  the  glorious  UYery  of  ligbt !  Tbere  was 
<ona.  eveated  beiog,  biuret er,  oi»e  ifetoted  eool 
Yoiidgt  ibis  pons  akid  gemind  fes(iv»l  of  aataffo, — 
flnridsl  tbis  ajskveieal  beauty,  tq  .wbo|D«  o^illier 
the^  MtimiiBg  mora  clolh^d  i|i  i^Sidiiesa,  nor 
:tba  Buyestie  amu  heanisig  life^,  jsor  tlm  titemml 
mountains,  net,  Ibe  glirtesw(g.  ^tensi»-  aor  the 
gmeu  pbjn9*  ut>r  tbe  trem«loM  tmet i  ii»|>aried 
'ritber  wwrmHi,  or  hope,  or  pebee,  Qfjkldliesal— 
TIk  eyea  of  tlM  unhappy  C«raU*e.  wqke  mptm 
tlte  bebaed  ilad  cbBHsbed  aeopta  of  ber  Mfwey, 
•aa  abe  aolasinly  I|eli0«edi-'^4V  t\»  iMt  tlPli^! 
Her  haert  atiU  lingeasd  Mud^t  Jh«r  n^kre 
bowet*v^-^«uul.  tbaue  wMe  other  tiM,  besides 
those  of  natoie  and  of  babit,  which  bound  her  to 
those  scenes  that  had  witnessed  so  oft^i  the 
presence  of  one,  whom,  in  point  of  duty,  it  had 
now  become  gttitt  in  ber,  eren  to  remember. 
This  day,  it  waa  determined  between  tbe  Duke 

and  the  E Count,  that  she  should  take  her 

last  farewell  of  'Wolfeflfstebi^i  *  aajd  depart  upon 
that  journey  which  waa  to  conduct  her  to  the 
arma  of  a  myai  lover<  'IVide;  .oiMalMCy^  pro- 
priety; neceaaifey,--KUigad  her,  to .  eflboe  iscan  her 
faosoni  at  aace,  and  for  evar*  all  fofueefimptesh 


Hidm>  atl  fiiftiitil^  t«q|apAB;  but  &«lii#e  diidamed 
th^  "titid  t>M)o8at>by  of  politics,  aod  scohiedt^ 
ItMfered  d^derfi :  ^ten  GaroHme  herself  Mrell 
knowing  bet  i^tfticipftted  destifiy  to  be  i^ieritable, 
mai^  eve^  efibrt  to  Meet  it  with  resigDation ; 
bift  her  fe^ings  r^fadeil  to  acknowledge  the 
cfbminion  of  her  reason. 

Overwhelmed  with  that  exquisite  distressi 
which  resntts  from  a  yariety  of  contending  sor- 
rows, an  Uncertainty  how  to  meet^  and  an 
inability  to  oviercOtae  them,  the  nnfortiitaate 
Princess,  according  to  her  wonted  custom^ 
sought  for  consolation,  and  for  strength,  id  the 
sacred  retirement  of  her  oratory.  There,  she 
most  fervently  imptored,  eifiier  that  her  Kfe 
ifli^ht  be  accepted  as  the  sacriice,  instead  of  her 
worldly  peace  for  ever;  or,  that  if  the  Great 
Dfeposer  of  events  had  indeed  decreed  that  she 
sfadtttd  obey  the  mandate  of  a  father,  and  tb$ 
wishes  ^  his  most  powerftil  ally,  she  migbt  be 
enatded^  not  only^to  entertain  a  jnst  sense  of  the 
cfftttftictilHi  and  fkvor  conferred  npon  her^  bat  so  to 
r^^idnte  h^r  Mitod,  as  to  accept  itfiem  witb  feel*^ 
idgs  becoming  her  exalted  station.  She  de- 
sMnded  from  tiie  oratory,  to.  the  cabinet  of  her 
fl^er^  and  replied  to  bis  gratulatory  remarks, 
vi^  infinity  move  cainmess  and  complaceiicy, 
l^noA  he  expected)  or  she  bad  imagined  herself 
oS|MAlfe  of.  •  J3M  her  effort^;  however  meritoriom^ 
M^  liift  «  transient'  one.  The  Dnke  quitted 
h^r,  and  'she  was  lelt  alone  with  ^e  Duchess, 
wt^  s^ffi?ctionately  kissing  her,  expressed  her 
pleasure  nnd  gvatifioatiOB,  at  the  anxiety  which 
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Hfpterdtkee  of  eqital:  failstle  abd  ragnel.  The 
Initty  of  ptepteaticmt  ^iMtt  a*:  it  "was;  coiiM.  BOt 
Wttislithe  rcfledMn  tiifet.tbfe.PjdilceM,  amoit 
beloved  mistress,  an  affectionate  daughter^  a  fam 
alid  fakliM  frimd,  winr  abonl  to  quit  W«llsn* 
stein,  aad  fKiasiblj  for  ever!  Tte  Oountna  St 
Aml^^  risspeoling  the  gvief  o£  the  IHebess,  ▼en^* 
tared  to  call  early  m  tine  day  at  luer  diadibert 
and  with  all  the  earnestness,  biitat  tiieaaaM  tiiie 
with  the  considi^rate  softness  of  ab  amiaMe  ami 
elegant  wdman^  she  ewieavoved  to  console  the 
mother,  kivA  to  reconcile  the  daughter  to  her  desK 
tiny.  The  next  Tisitetiit  was  the  Baroness  Vwi 
Orpentdn,  accompanied  by  the  Saroaess  Vvla 
Slr^sbach.  .Of  the  naCure  of  ikeir  '^  conaola* 
tHms>"  a  tolerable  jadgmenit  may  be  Iboiied,  iroiil 
the-  following  specimen.  After  the  usual  iiAnk^ 
ductory  oampHtnents^  die  fiaroneas  Van  Or|^^ 
ton,  addressmg  herself  to  the  PrioceM,  ex^ 
ttlaimed, 

'  ^*  Y<Mir  ffighness  is  indeed  a  Al^p^  creatarel 
Hie  Duke's  chaplain  the  other  day  wanted  to 
pfenRMMk  ws,  m  a  very  long  and  veiy  i^ll  ser^ 
fflO|i^  Obat^em  wa^*no  sudh  Aing  in  ttiis  Wortd, 
is  teal  happiness!  Now  I  appeal  ihe  case  to 
y(ra>  laufies  ^--^em  is  the  Prkcess  ef  WotfenMftin 
about  to  become  thi^  augMft  spoiise  of  an  aooinir 
plkhed  prince,  4i^ne  of  thetnOst  elegant  and  baMl- 
some  men,  they  tell  roe»  in  E'"  '■  t  ^o  cMwm 
of  many  kingdoins  is  «ertaiii  obe  ^j  to  fitter 
<m  het*  brow;  the  weiitbvstt  trMsat^  in  Ae 
world,  to  adBdiHiister  to' her  pleasiiTes  aAd  'hel- 

%iely ;  andthto  ht'r  jewels  y^htB  your  Hightoesa^ 


A  ffppfoa^  thoQgbt  of  ^^J  patteros  >et^  for  the  ^ia^^ 
iBOBd  tiair^  which  1  was  reconnn/encting  ypu  to 
weajr?-^^4>f  all  Jtbinga  I  should  like  to  aocompaiij 
ye|ir|Iigiiaes8  to  ISr—r^ — ,  if  H  were  only  tQ 
piiesHIo  as  the  si^reipe  afliitress,  cliapoaeiC}  a^4 
lieiipg9er.pf90MrnecJ{fcMi|C^  , 

-  The  vfhfi^ty  e^^ijfe  .Qffpeatoq  was  here  iater* 
rqpt^ei)  hy  i^  ^lei^^  and  4eep*toued  sent^^ 
tipll^nQ«|fi  of  t^e  ^^y^tifc  Vpi^  Friesb^ 

'^  Bor  w^f  own  {>art/'.  she  si^id*  ^'  I  coi)ld  weU 
wi«h  tp  be  ci  ^fii^m  or  to  possess,  Madaip^  the 
htg^  d^^^o  whiph  yoM.ftre  called;  for  I  Qa« 
imtiguw  QQtlMDff  more  ^hle«  nor  imposing,  th^i) 
the  gmnking  aMl^B^^w^  feoWing  levees,  i^i^ 
receiving  fid^ressifs,  :4^;mt«t)oi|S4  afi4  embapsieyi, 
siHrn«M»de4  hy  44e;spAei|d4|p:a  ff  a  Cc^irt,  and  9)1) 
the  <4iservaac«^  wh^^  4^cf^rmn  a^  etiquetite 
d^maa^i  I  do  Ip^eed  concur^  yrit^  my  lively 
fHeAd  the.  ^Par^wiess^  ifi  eny;i^g  yaw  Highoess's 
f0li«ity,  h«t  1  loo)c  t9  the  mejei^p  i^tf^iou  tl^ 
yo«  are  to  sqstaiii»  i^^  state  di^e^  yc^  v;e  to 
petfortVi  the  grandeur  with  M^^<?h  you  ar?  to  he 
inve»te4r 

That  day  the  DMteigave  a  splendid  l^ni|n^ 
bul^i^ing  in  te»0T4?f  .his  ^^ — ; — h?  visUo^,  with 
whom  it  «9  nwal' pn  9uch  oo^aaioQi^  to  exclude 

Mietr  ft  cuatQip  :?  mw*  liftporedio  thf^  brewh 
thrtq.t^e.^hswyance}"  w^e^i^t  the  ladif?  oC  tbft 
oturt  wePQ  mt^lted.^  »fe  ^od  in  con^jeqaei^ce  of 
t^  w4i8po9ltK>li  of  Ibe  Puschess,  f  ad  the  9^ 

ptonohing  4^pair«4re.  flf  tfee  jPri^pf^s^  earofc  ^ 
them  tftftk  hfif.dinsw  privM«b  «^  h^f  pwp  c\k^jfh 

her.    The  IHieJblffa»»  *wrw4  by  !*»  dU^ess  at 
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had  endured  tfarDUgbotit  'the  momiiig,  and  hat- 
ing  been  long  laboring  tinker  a  very  deticate 
dtate  of  health,  had,  at  ttie  earnest  request  of 
Caroline,  retired,  not  to  sle^p,  for  that  was  im- 
possible,  but  to  ^eeA^  repose/ however  unKkel^ 
she  was  to  find  it  I    Cardtfnewas  left  Moae;  and 
ab  she  thought  that^k.fiW  hours  woUid  tear  her 
irwav  for  ever  flroto  thiffhtt  dative  tad' itaost 
fondly  cherished  sp6t 'of  eartfi;  a- tnetttticholy 
stole  over  heK  soft  to  the  evening' bre^ise,  that 
gently  kissed  hef  ihOfstened  e^-Iidsl  as  she 
gazed  upon  a  scene, '^^cotnt  more  dear  to 'her  in 
proportion  as  she  was  upon  the  potUt  of  quitting 
it  for  ever,  and  deep  as  the  tranquil  stillness  of 
that  scene  which  her^sighs  alone  distorib^d  !   She 
looked^  and  she  looked'  again;  every  mement 
increased  the  charms  of  etery  object  around  her, 
and  embittered  the  idea  of  parting.    The  inpuls^ 
was  irresistible; — in  another  hour  the  opportu* 
nity  would  have  fled  for  ever;  an^  «he  w^ould 
Vainly  wish  to  take  a  last  ferewell  of  the  veaei^ 
able  grove^  the  velvet  lawn,  the  bow^r  of  roses, 
the  silver  lake^  the  ancient  tower,   and  of  all 
those  iavorite  places,  which  fiad  once,  indeed, 
been  incessantly  present  to  her  eyes/  but  which 
in  future  her  memory  alone,  like  some  unqaiet 
spirit  still  haunting  the  wcHrld  from  whence  it  has 
departed ;— could  revisit!    The  tall  pDplar, 
and  thi^  mournful  cypres^  tfaki  cltigbtly  betft  to 
Ihe  passing  breeze,  appeared  ^to  'beckon  ii^  ap- 
proach, and  the  dark  shades  of  evening,  to  repose 
upon  the  grove  of  ftrs,  with  even  bore  dian  usual 
lemniiy.    She  tiould  IdOk  ntf  MOfe!    .... 


«  .  .  :She  sttod  upDp  the  terrace,  at  the  btoie 
of  the.  i^^estdm  turrets;  bel6if^  lier,  oocopying  a 
mail  vail  ay »  of  which  the  sideB  were  bold  tm^ 
pmdipila^^  there  was  a  beaiitiftd  and  extenilive 
gardeD,  filled  with  tropical  frait  trees;  wUch  at 
tills  season  of  the  year  arrired  at  the  same  matu^ 
rity  and  perfection  as  if  they  were  planted  in 
their  native  soils.  It  was,  indeed,  a  still  and 
cloudless  evening ;  every  surrounding  object 
appeared  to  participate  in  that  calm  and  deli-* 
ciotis  repose,  that  is  at  oucje  so  soothing  and  so 
volaptuons.  The  very  aephyrs,  as  if  fearful  0/ 
itotermpting  the  deep  and  slukubering  stillneis  in 
which  the  orabge.  trees,  beading  benfeath  theii^ 
splendid  treasures, .  rqposed^  kissed  their  tremr 
bUng  leaves,  only  to  rifle  a  portioii  of  their  fra- 
grance! The  lone  oigbtin^ale  '*  warbled  her 
wood  notes  wild,"  hid  in  the  sombire  and  giant 
shades,  of  some  towering  beech  ti^ees,  '^hick 
spnead  their  .beautiful  foliage  round  the  bower  of 
Caroline;  the  blue  walera  of  the  Leha»  in  the  far 
b^rixon,  began  to  .assume  the  silver  radiance  of 
the  knoMi  that  rose  in  fidl  tobed  gloty ;  the  gnsh* 
ilig  torrents  seen  ait  intervals,  where  tl^  receding 
wood  permitted  tfad  vieW^  was  bounding  over  its 
stony  bed.  With  gnaoef ul  impetuosity ;  but  its  dis- 
tance diellbitred  the  roar  of  its  wav^s  int6  w'his^ 
plariag' nMrteunr. 

.  With  a  tmttiblilig  itdp  Carblitab  descended  the 
t&fdtf  and  winding  stairs  thdt  fed  to  the  lawn 
bebeslh  her ;  she  pawaed  to  gaae  upon  the  beau« 
tifiilpictave  which  the  pnicil  of  nature  had  traced, 
,alBd  whie  her  glisteAin^  eyes  wandered  with  de 


"  u  u 
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peoaive  sentiment,  and  in  the  n^xt  .moment  she 
heard  her  9^h  reapopded,  ^nd  she  fdi  hat  hf&d 
clasped  in  that  of  the  Counts. 

The  Couot  bad  naturally  imagined,  that  the 
Princefls  would  not  fail  tq  repair^  before  die 
quUted  I^nenbergen  for  ever,  tQ.  that  scene, 
which  he  l^new..  to  have  been  at  al|  times  her 
fiivoritq  reeK^rt ;  and  be  was  not  miitjaken.  He 
had  accordingly^  for  some  time  b^wcj  btaoa 
awaiting  her  approach  in  anxious  expectatiea. 
The  moment  she  appeared,  be  had  follqw^  her 
softly  until  s^e  h^d  arrived  opposite  to  the  rose 
tr^e  that  we  have  madtioned.  Her  Station 
upon  th^t  ocoaaion  was  too  visible  not  to  have 
been  observed,  even  by  the  indiferent  person-, 
mnch  less  then  did  it  escape  the  watchful  eye  of 
an  impassioned  lover. 

H^  still  retained  her  hund  as  he  exclaimed, 
''  And  do  I  onpe  more  behold  the  idol  oS  my 
heart?  ^lasi  Caroime!  I  have  already  mani- 
fested, and  .mAst  severely  felt  my  pwo  preenmp- 
tion.;  Wt  now  delay J^  tormepat^  denial  ia  pevdi* 
tipn !  Let  me  1h^  entreat  of  you  this*  teat,  kind* 
ness— rtell  me  whether  or  no,  to-morrow  you  quit 
I^nenbergen  for  eveir  ?" 

''  I  do!'*  solemnly  replied  the  Princiess,  as- 
fuming  a  firmness  which  she  maiutained  with 
Wefpeoted  oomposore,  and  then  ^t.  angry  wkh 
herself  for  having  preserved  umhakea * . 

''  Qood!  Good;!  Good! '  ejaenlated the. CoiMib, 
meet  vainly  end^voring  to  pni  on  an  appeal^ 
ance  of  cOmidete  indifierence ;  ''  and.  ymirj  Higih* 

ss's;  destination  then  is  really  that  H»hich  wmr 
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raon  feme  refnoptar-to  E--  ?    You  rei^Uy 

tedve  LeneaWgen,   in   order  to  become  tl^ 
Princess  of  W r 

Carolkio  bowed  ber  head  in  silence — she  was 
unable  to  utter  a  single  word,  and  perhaps  there 
might  be  a  petulanee  about  thie  Count's  enqniries, 
which  her.bigh  spivit  could  not  readily  brook. 
Both  herself  and  the  Cotuit, — she,  with  Uer  eyes 
fixed  on  tb^  ground — ^lie»  intently  gating  at  her, 
«tood  for  sbiM'  time  in  profound  siience.  Almost 
unconscious  of  what  be  was  about,  the  Count  at 
length  said  in  the  tone  of  one  who  is  lost  m 
complete  absence  of  mind, 

'^  Will  you  answer  me  oqe  question,  Car6^ 
liner 

The  Princess  returned  the  pressure  of  his 
hand,  still  without  speaking,  but-witfa  the  san^e  lA* 
voluntary  kind  of  emotion,  expressive  of  Her  wil*- 
lingness  to  reply.  .  The  Count  started,  aei  if  from 
a  dream,  to  a  wakikig  sense  of  the  peculiar  sitliR^ 
tioai  in  whid>  his  own  unpremeditated  questioii 
had  iovolved  bim;;  but  to  rettMt  waa  impotsible* 
and  so  he  determined  at  ontie^  tiixly  to  make  that 
enquiry  which  had  hitherto  barely  suggested 
itself: 

^'  I  ba^ve  beeil  bold  enoiigh,  Prineess^-^in 
short,  I  hare  been  sufficiently  alive  to  the  inn 
flaeace  of  your  beauty^  and  atill  more,  to  tiiat  of 
your  maniy  amsable  qiiaMeationfe,  to  declare  bow 
much  I  love  you.  Tell  me  t|^eil>  Caitrline,  baa 
vxt^ mxogout  candor,  my.rasb  aisknowledgment 
so  Star  rnintdj  me  |n  yonr  good'  opibioli^  thprt  you 
have  daterwhied  to  quit.  Q  .■■■■■y  ftir  e*ver,  with^ 
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out  evea  extending' to  me  an  asrarance  of  llMt 
pardon,  in  the  hope,  the  confidence  of  wluch  I 
now  alone  wish  to  live?** 

•*  I  know,  Sir,  of  no  pardon  ■     ." 

The  Count's  heart  sunk  within  him,  at  &e 
tone  of  freezing  indifference,  with  which  the 
Princess  pronounced  the  word  ^'  Sir/' 

'*  I  know,  Sir,  of  no  pardon,  which  the  Count 
Caraffa  can  have  to  demand  of  me  \ — ^nor  am  I 
yet  aware  of  any  offence  committed  bf  him,  for 
which  I  can  entertain  even  a  momentary  resent- 
ment! Come,  Sir,  it  is  almost  lime  that  we 
should  part/'  continued  she,  visibly  shocked  at 
the  distant  and  repelling  manner,  which  she  was 
compelled  to  assume  towards  the  Count;  and 
endeavoring  to  put  on  th?  semblance  of  a  smile, 
she  put  her  hand  upon  his  sfaoalder  and  went  on 
to  say, 

"  It  becomes  now  my  turn.  Count,  to  depre- 
cate your  anger.  When  I  shall  have  left  tliis 
place  there  are  some  two  or  three  commiwioos, 
nay,  I  may  say,  duties,  which  I  could  only  con- 
fide the  executioii  of  to  some  dear  and  valued 
frigid -." 

The  Count  raised  her  hand  eagerly  to  his  lips, 
and  imprinted  on  it  a  thousand  kimes ;  the  kind- 
ness of  her  exi^ressions,  the  very  presutnptioai  of 
this  act  itself^  .emboldened  and  re^assuied  Um, 
and  he  continue4  to  retain  her  hand  clasped  in 
his  own,  while  she  proceededy--T- 

^'  In  the  first  place,  then,  you  are  to  know. 
Count,  that  there  is  one  re8i>onsibility,  moie 

ixk\  and  imperative  than  all  the  rest,  Btill  tm- 
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landing  over  mfe;  amd  this  I  receslmeikd.toyaitr 
most  earnest  sliid  attentive  cane^  as  yon  shall 
value  the  menbory  of  our  past  friendships.  It 
may  be  i^edleas,  yet  I  feel  not  the  less  bound  to 
remind  you,  that  upon  that  day  on  which  yourself 
^  and  the  IKiJce  my  finther  first  parted  in  displea- 
sure, 1  was  almost  precipitated  into  a  most  hor- 
rible annihilation,  by  a  very  terrific  accident ; 
it  pleased  Providence^  however^  to  avert  from  me 
a  destruction  thai;  aleemed  so  inevitable,  as  even 
to  silence  by  its  apparent  certainty  the  hopes, 
the  anxiefties,  of  a  trembling  parent  I" 

Her  lip  quivered  as  she  spOke ;  bar  connte- 
aance  became  of  a  deadly  paleness,  her  whole 
frame  was,  convulsed, ^ — her  respiration  ' grew 
every  insttot  more  difficult ;  and  yet  the  Count 
spoke  not  a  wdrd ! 

''  J  was  observing,  County  that  in  all  human 
seeming,  the  hand  of  fate  was  on  me ;  a:ll  human 
ajdwas  unavailing;^  tb  all  human  thofught  even, 
1  vras  already  dai^hed  Jbto  a  (bouauid  fragments, 
and  S0»tlfered  in  the  wild  and  vagrant  air ;  when^ 
absolutely  vibmtini;  as;it  were,  upoir  the  oonines 
of  morttklity  and.ef  eteEnity^.sotne-gttatrdiaji  lEm- 
gel^  SQQM^  pfoitecting  gdtmA;  bounding  at  a  giant 
leap  ;fr<»n  (his  '  uKl;e«n  atalden'  in  the  rocks, 
stustehed  forth: !  his  anp^r  bll  powetful  td  tavfe; — 
chMiked  the  impetn^^lmy  of  my  tom^bageable 
stfre^,:attd  g^e:mehiaQk'tOrdi6  wtik»  of  ailather, 
vbo  wiMsi  racily  pfepant^:  to  rush  afteif  mtiibead- 
long,  a  participator  of  the  iKHtible  &te!  that  jel$e. 
awaited  me!  Homt  sh^ll-  I  relaAetbe  ri3M? 
Judge  of  my  d^ipair/  my.  ag«ny; -vi^h^^  titese 
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eyee  b^Uetd  tte  Mme  iht^spid;  taiiigi  '^bo  had 
thos  ni^fifsniiaiMisly  iate^poted:  bet«»«en  the 
King  fif  l^dvots,  tM|d  mybelg^  "iwuacme  in  bii 
taM,  thd  gallsiit  Tktim'  tff  Ms  ai#b  m^tcihlMS 


Caroline)  contrary  to  bw  wonted  custom, 
found  no  relief  for  tlie  over  excited  feelings  of 
ber  soul^  in  tears ;  evepy  o^rve  wais  wmngf  to 
agony^  her  braiA  was  almost  frbtisi^d,  with  the 
pangs  and  rbooUeotiMi^  which  hier  viirid  memory 
coi^^ured  Up  before  h«r  in  4  idtugle  idstant, — ^yet 
still  she  was  determined  t4  proceed.  The 
Count  stciod  *  with .  folded  arfais,  pfQserviog  an 
unbroken  '  silence,  and  with  his  military  cap 
pulled  cottipletejy  over  his  eyes*  The  agitation 
at  Cal-oHAe  4e4med  to  have  extended  itself  to 
his  bosom  also^  and  he  looked  like  toe,,  who 
was  nnwillkig  to  reveal,  by  the  ejcposnre  #f  his 
features)  the  poignancy  of  hist  oWn  fbriings. 
-  '' Yes,  Cotint!  before  I  co«ld  distingnish  a 
single  linifeanient  oif  his  Aice,  the  6hoek  of  his 
sudden  ;encditsrt»r  with  the  furioiis  animal,  dashed 
my  Wiive  -dtltr^^r  down  the  hickmb  prbcipices, 
and  heirfible  crags  of  the  Deviltd  Table  itito  the 
llMmugAllet^f  Oh^GMll  what  dM  I  bM  Mffisr, 
in  that  nioment  o^  dismay  ?  With  'What  Joy 
would  1  hthi  saeittcbd  my  own  liiby  eoyecettdy 
p^eswvedvtD  ha[ve  H^cuepd  Mg(  It  ik^  fte^t^d 
othtlr^iee  !>-^it  I  comehowi  to  thtft^  ^vhMi  Anore 
iniimediatekytion^mstbetratt  I  m^an^to  4Mr«)ve 

The  €h«il  Was  too  UMkch  alMcted  MnM^I^  to 
e  aiAe  teifake  My  othfer  ]f«ply,  thu  by  a  vei^y 
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profound  obeiaance  to  caqptess  bis  readioess  to 
undertake  the  performance  of  any  commands  the 
Friacesa  might  think  fit  to  lay  upon  him.  She 
added, — 

^'  From  the  haste  and  terror  of  those  dreadful 
moments.  I  could  not  as  I  have  before  observed 
t€^  you,  recognize  wilh  distinctness^  one  feature 
of  his  countenance  !''-~^ 

**  Have  you  no  idea/'  interrupted  the  Count, 
'*  BO  notion  as  to  the  identity  of  this  individual  Y^ 

*'  I  caoDOt,  exactly/'  rejoined  Caroline,  '*  an* 
swer  your  question  with  any  degree  of  certainty ; 
I  long  supposed  that  it  was  to  the  brave  English- 
mad,  Wentworth,  I  owed  ^my  preservation ;  but 
upon  makif^  extensive  enquiries  upon  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  future 
submstence  and  comfort  of  his  family,  I  was 
put  in  possession  of  some  facts  which  appeared 
to  make  it  impossible  that  the  English  Trooper 
could  have  been  really  my  preserver.  Hithwto 
every  exertion  that  I  have  made  to  dSscoveor  ibis 
mysterious  being,  has  seemed  at  first  almost 
certain  of  being  crowned  with  success,  and  has 
afterwards  terminated  only  in  utter  failure! 
Thus  situated,  I  would  gladly  feel  satisfied,  that 
my  absence  firom  the  Continent,  (if  my  ddi- 
verar  shall  ever,  indeed,  appear)  wUl  not  prevent 
him  firom  reaping  the  poor^  but  inkmediate  reward 
of  bis  seal  and  btavery ;  or,  should  one  of  his 
kiAdred  be  yet  found,  diat  tb*t  individual  may. 
notfdil  to  reap  the  benefit  of  Ms  relation  to  my. 
faitreptd  but  devoted  preserver  I  Should  either 
of  these  eases  oreUc»  I  entrust  to  you^  Couat,: 
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• 

this  pone,  'whicb  contains,  otm  ^miiAred  lovik- 
d'ors ;  and  this  diahiond  liog  of  tbe«ame  Milne. 
Present  t^em  asfvomtixfe;  and  tdAthepartf  to 
whom  you  present  them,  that  in  E-  or  in 

(Germany  ;-*-as  PrinecBs  4f  JV**-*^,  or  as  <itieen 
of'B — -^y  CavoHne  ciirned  «rith'ter  a  gratefiil 
heart  to  ackiiowledg«y^*aiidi  a*  liberal  hand  to 
reward,  an  instance  of  unequalled  and  atnfortanate 
intrepidity  i !"--**  •  ,     '    «        > .  !    * 

Caroline,   exhausted   h^  thie  ^flbrt  ^sbe  had 
nMuie,  and  mo^t  RQCc^ssfully  persetered  'in,  of 
r^pveosi^in^  ^her   quic^    and'  sen«itiYp  ttfeefingis, 
ddrifl|^^^(llW 'Charge  of  ber's  te  Abe-  €!ppnt^  nemi 
gavie  .way  to '  her  grief ;    and*,  aao«sing  hctself  of 
bating  been  ^  the  'cauge*  of  4)be  honttrte^'fote  4bat 
the  >  devoted  Btranger  hc)d «  enoovnteved  ifbr  .her 
safce^  fthe.passionately  extMmteidi^*^*  Wby-w«jiy 
^fti'^Kft.l  suJEiered  to iperish  then^  n  piao^  iMf  iM 
ma{di'disintQlre^d>dottr^et  ■  Ab«tfha|ipy  lad  it 
beien  llbr  ime^  had  tb^  .liafid  >  of -death  arrested  me 
on  thart  ocebsionv  forbow  faiucb  (less  should  1 
have  nowiid  deplbrei"  (She  ihvoltiQttirtty  rettnii'^ 
ed  <tlie  pressnre  of  the  Count'B  band ;)-  ^•*'tbiB<i6  a' 
i^earieome  e^tfifttetice,  lEkniift,>to'diose>wbb  — ^ — -'* 
I  Herbeautiful  blue i  eyes 'Were  )tut>n4»d  ton?rards 
tbe  •CoMt'witb  >a^' expression'  of  4»elaf]ohdly 
stiftness; .  <.-  J;  .  ghe <0<mld  prooaed  nd'#srtlier ! 
Tbe  breeze  of  «iigbt-^ig4vsd«  tbi^oQgh  >theifoliag« 
of  ithe  shraUbery,  and  the  eigh^  was  in  pet^t 
acoordanee '^vith  ttie  sbub  of  both  ityf '.them ';-*-U)he 
restsy  I  gently  wa^i^ing^  benwa^h*  4ts '  imoiuriifbl  end 
treihulote8'*Weathi  ^^look:  ftoftk    their  ^  •  fbagraht 
*  ^%Tes,' drops  of  odoriferous  idew;  wbieh  feli  Itice 
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tbetmowvt  gnmauffi  aitlnd  i^ppoMfib iof  ajitumb ! 
Tkr  tefupquil  and  petisi^le  mocrn;:  aiOHe  i6  W'v^li- 
iHepn^  Bupteme  in4ight»  lejdked  frcm  the  )dajfk4)liie 
heavens/  and  saw  not^  on  the.'  9iurfacif)^  of  oiir 
eartfa»  two  children  o(  mortality^  :niQi^:  tioble, 
itoore  nnibrtnnate,  move  <idtertetingv  than  ik/otKd 
who  stood  befbTe*  tbie  little  bower  of  WoliJen- 
«i6in<I  *..*.'  !.     •    ••      'I      '   -.  .\ 

It  wag  some  time  liefori^  eithto  the  GouiKt;  ;^ 
thei  Piidceu  iMernipt^d  ^  the  profovmd.  silence 
.that  had  soceeixied  to  the  la^t  oliservatiotis  .Qf 
Oaroiiner  :  and  indee(},|  thori?  ara  tknte  iwbfin 
tbete  isr  a  heii^ren  in  Ailetioe  iBS^yt^  ati  4.1|j||^«jr|r 
in  tears  I  ...  ;      .  .  There  laneiiaomenteiOwb^ 
the  tongue  is  mute^  -whra  jeveniipmsipn  speaks 
mt;  but  U  is  then  that  sqnls  are  cMBoCiuoia^^  and 
thait  eybs  are  all  eloquent  I: .  .  ...  an  !in|}«f cban^ 
9i  vehliaiantHi  ideas,'  iikiagiauigs,  jso/purf^  m 
ilitellecttial,  .«d  jrdfinadi  ^tbal>'  the:  langna^jjif 
kutnanvtife  wotlld  atfouee; destroy/  the  4e}akj^bi 
eham^  and  the  mobt  rinoneal  acoentfa>  Qfutkit 
buktaaA  viift^^  ^tronld  ibnnd  like  lidrdhi0i&(OOfrdf  t^ 
thai  ear l-^Tb^  Goilnl  gazed  ^raij  ^fpaleaiM^ 
trawbliiig  Prlneei^;  v4-^he  fmikibd  natiaitoyihola 
faiBj  but  hci^lodka'tield  bim.moniithaiq  Yolnt^eat 
tipra  hef)  brow  ihe  roadiihiib :ist6 ;  ifor  AenJ  mlas 
«mtten<  unaltertibleresdlutibn.;'  bot^tti  bet itaailmr 
te  saw  tbit^sfce  ises^ii tod,  lerteemedv  pitied  himq 
^^Msa^tmonpl  V  .  1  :  fopffity  ts.allifedito^  loeliB^ 
natbi^/ that' rarely ^itir(8»t0  acdompahydt.  r 
-  Older  tir  reiibve-thfe  intensity  ofifaishootfil 
sorrows,  which  he  feared  would  evtirymfoarant 
bMal(  4mU  iMa  that  :$€il .  ;of .  exprassiQa ;  that '  he 
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thought  ubecomiog  to  hb  firnmeM^  ami  imw<M** 
thy  of  bis  character, — for  this  feeling  amoiuited 
to  a  foible  in  the  Coant, — he  ventured  to  whimper 
in  a  faulteriog  tone, — 

'*  Take  back.  Princess,— take  back  the  miini- 
flcent  rewards  which  your  unbounded  gratitude 
has  prompted  you  to  extend  for  the  slight  senrice 
that  has  been  rendered  youl—You  look  dis- 
pleased ; — ^well,  I  will  call  it  an  important  senrbe  t 

any  thing  to  please  you  I    But  hear  me ! 

Had  we  not  better  wait  till  the  individual  in 
question  makes  his  appearance;  and  in  the 
meanwhile  will  you  not  allow  me  the  melancholy 
satisfaction  of  being  your  Almoner^  wheiLjy^tt 
are  far  away  ?**— ~ 

^'No,  Count;  I  implore  you  to  oblige  me! 
Many  an  hour's  uneasiness,  many  a  sleefdiess 
mght  have  I  endured^  in  consequ^ice  of  having 
been  unable  to  find  out  the  slightest  trace  which 
might  lead  me  to  the  name,  the  history,  the 
family  of  my  preserver !    Should  I  then  now,  (as 

I  must)  quit  S ^y^  still  unsatisfied  on  this 

point,  so  important  to  my  future  peace  of  mind^ 
think  what  an  additional  burden  I  shall  aimmK 
to  those  private  sorrows,  which  already  over- 
whelm me,  if  I  shall  have  to  reproach  myself 
»with  the  reflection,  in  the  event  of  a  relation 
even  coming  forward, — that  a  single  mouMHt 
has  ek4>sed  between  his  appearance,  and  my 
profferii^f  this  worthless  acknowledgment  ?«^ 
Oood  Heavens,— you  look  iU«~yoQ  ;  •  •  .^-bttt  I 
have  done  !"••«; 

'^Letme  CMyqre  you  to  go  on^  it  is  only  the 
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sbadow  of  tbiii  bou^  upon  my  face  tlMit  audces 
ite  appear  indisposed  ?  .  •  •  believe  me,  it  is  iiO'» 
IbtBg  more !" 

«^ Well ; — 1  know  not  Count  for  what  reaiBon 
I  feel  an  interest  in  the  fate  of  this  individual, 
greater,  if  possible,  than  the  true  greatness  of 
the  «ct  itself^  may  be  supposed  to  have  inspired 
me  vrith.  But  though  1  saw  not  his  countenance^ 
QO^ '  not  for  an  instant, — 1  felt  as  if  1  bad  some 

rsmembraooe as  if  1  had  before  seen 

....  in  short,  my  fatiier  once  imagined  that  it 
vtas  ....  your — 

*'  It  was !  it  was/' — exclaimed  the  County  for- 
getting his  caution,  and  the  loud  tone  of  voice  in 
which  he  had  spoken  at  once ;  and  rushing  fop- 
ward^  Caroline  herself  fell  apparently  lifeless  iatd 

his   extended  arms! ^The  Count  raised  his 

ejeti  and  was  in  the  act  of  striking  his  forehead,  in 
irexation  with  his  Own  rashness,  when  he  saw 
before  him  the  Duchess  of  Wolfensteiu,  and 
liord  Edward  F-^— J 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

Ik  his  obscure  retreat  at  H-Hstedt,  Lord 
£dward  had  maqfiged,  through  the  exertions 
and  assistapce  of  the  faithful  and  vigilaqt  Wentr 
worthy  to.  make  himself  acquainted  with  every 
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arrang'enicirts  biade  in  'drder  ;tb  e:qie4i|tt  tbe 
Princess's  departure ;  he  was  also  adfiMii  oHite 
A  existence  of  al  plot » to  carry  hitn  { off  fronti  the 
Duke^&  territoHd&  and  prbtectiovii  >iviacb  wds  said 
to  have  been  platined  by  certain  «nii$sarieB  Df  the 
'E'-^--"  ministry.  Prom  scried  very" peualiar  cb- 
ottmBtances  attending  the  comnlut^catioo  that 
iras  made  to  him,  h«s  •  Lordship  i«as  inldvced' tD 
imagine  that  it'  itas  to  the  friendly  eonoMn  Mad 
interest  of  the  Duke  himMlf>-  that  1Mm^«8' indebted 
for  the  timely  warning  of  his  danger.  Tbe^hr- 
oiiinstanceis  that  ^we  ispeak  ef  were  jtheais;  -  ]  i  * 

[ t !  having  •  bfetej  >  ][lre^iom]y  aixanged '  HbeMtltt 
W^ntwortk.  ahd  his  Lordship^  that  at  aceiiuii 
hoiir  the  fdririer  should  meet  the  lattet  in  <n*dQrtD 
eemduct  him  hoitie,  Lord  Edward^  ;atinad  like  a 
&6d»Gl*08S^  Ka^t«  waB>  cix>S8tegithe.^^6atJia}i> 
m  order  torbpair  to  the  appointed  s))bt;  when  the 
three  black<  doniiiiio's  (whoihai^d  so  bftca  jntraded 
themselves  upon  the  readers  psitienray  that  he 
will  be  more  disposed,  possibly,  to  call  them  three 
black  devils,)  darted  from  a  sort  of  hiding  place^ 
with  an  over  eagerness  and  abruptness,  that  must 
have  instantly  evinced  something  like  sinister 
intentions  on  their  part^  and  accosting  him,  al- 
most at  once,  in  bad  French,  demanded  to  know 
in  what  quartei*  bf  th^  csteH^  or  the  park  they 
might  meet  ''  his  friend/'  the  Troubadour? — 
liOrd  EdWsird,  uhv^illiiig>l!^ihstttt<»  theal'HgUtly 
«v«u  at  ^  gtiess;  fb^h^  wfAd  k'eitUy  ignord^t'What 
badbeebm^  6f  the  06i\tit;  ftnr  Mi«M  h«  Btfv^  M 
>nce  thai  W '  ^^i«  MfeCak^,  eikdtkb  t^a*,  1^^ 


pUed  hy  clir^K^ling  t^bM9t  to  that  very  fi9>ot  wUck 
Iw  ha4  oi>ly  A  few  knQineits  hdmp  quitted  :^--a8 
lightly  jttdgiBg  that  :to  be  ai  leaat  most  unlikely 
to  cpip^aj^'the  (/ottiA)  ieettis  that  be  iiad  hivBBeli 
jwt  a$certiai0ed  tbaA  be  yfb»  i^ot  there.  Tbe 
QmvLpi»,90il  somber r^soloured  straBgen  bad 
h^idly>SQdi3.Qa^  >]«)bMi:;the  Duke  bimsetf  passed 
hm ;  b^  /^ate^led  /bw;  fligbaoM;  but  the  Istter^ 
iii8t9«d'/c^!taivia«ip4o  ho>d  auy  eam^Ksaition  witb'. 
hiiR,  «Md  io  :<a  ff^hiipfir^  (9mA  Mdtb  an  air  o£  dxAreme 
c$iit«wi|  .ap' if.be  (Were  biiiiBelf  afraid  of  bdng 
watched/  '%infi}r«»!  t^our  fiasBd>  Coubt,  tlidtibe 
had  b^t€«r  quit  LeDeiib«og)rot;-^he  b  proscrifa^d 
at  boiaey  i  wd  be  iia  jw;Atcb6d  moot  -uaivMi^ly  b«ie. 
If  h^  rmD»»B  iwotfi^'  day  withw  tny  territoneJB^ 
1  cfwootjanatri^r  ior  bis  siiely.  JPare/wiell  T  .  « 
. .  .  I#wd :  (Sdfurard  hMtenedto  H-nstedt^  .aad 
det^stnj^Ad  thttt  ;be  *WK>uld  ^nev^r  lialL  abveiioto 
tbfifbftndsrftf  hisjlpplafcdhle  enemiesy  P-rT«--^.aBd 

C^ :  *  b«  and  Weuftworih  bacticadoied  liksi 

dpora,'  Mi^Kedted :  tthe  lasteniogs^  aadrprasenrcdt 
alt^rnAt^lyy  a  stfict.  If atffh  and  ilook  GRit.  ilKben 
tbe.Cj)uo|;biiiiselC  tbrougb  the^UMOiisifiauBiaad 
iinwi|4a«g  kimbiteas^  itnd  aasiptaQoe/  andoistoke* 
of  ib^^aiiMiess  yua  Orpenton^iihad  fionijdvedltb' 
eMhf^f^9  itCjtoape.'Silsoi  froiii  ithe  ^iliilDy :  snares  that' 
&t(U7fiiii<ied'bin:'at  the  castle;  .by'reaaooiof /the 
eixttaOfgeBy^in^lyiiiditlged  tbem»v  as  M  his  beiq^^ 
in.]}qi«t^Q£fMt,.ab  Ather  thto  JUmd  £.iF~-**,  h\$ 
dinQOtlyllUforsa^d'  bis  Lordship  ;of:all|  tbat  had 
bf)eii  dafd  t^Ulii^,  to  bifa/whicb/alBply  confirmed 
tb«  /fesgfis  rMd  >s«Mpioiana  of  bodi.  Sut  everjr 
doiibt,  if.  doibtrtbey  could  retain,  was  at  once 
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concealment  Superadded  to  all  these  advan- 
tages, was  a  consideration  that  the  deserted 
tower  had  been  long  unmolested  by  a  single 
visitant^  and  most  unlikely  then,  it  was,  diat 
upon  such  a  night,  when  the  attention  of  every 
inmate  of  the  Castle  must  be  altogether  em- 
ployed upon  the  approaching  departure  of  the 
Princess  ;  and  yet  further,  that  at  such  an  an  hour 
of  the  night,  any  interloper  or  stranger  should  be 
wandering  thereabouts. 

The  Count  had  not  departed  from  the  btfiise  ^ 
above  an  hour,  when  Wentwoith,  with  his  Lord- 
ship's permission,  went  out,  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre, lest  there  should  be  any  spies  upon  their 
motions^  lurking  about  the  neighbourhood ;  a 
supposition  which  was  rendered  more  than  pro- 
bable, on  the  various  accounts  with  which  the 
reader  has  been  made  acquainted.  Lord  Ed- 
ward, therefore,  however  reluctant  he  was  to 
allow  his  brave  companioR,  alone  and  unaided^ 
to  risk  his  life,  upon  this  occasion,  could  not 
withhold  his  permission,  seeing  that  the  point  to 
be  ascertained  was  one  of  the  most  essentia} 
consequence  to  the  ultimate  success  of  their 
daring  and  almost  hopeless  project. 

It  was  a  sultry  summer's  day; — Lord  Bdward, 
thus  left  to  himself  and  to  his  own  r^ections ; 
the  fate  of  his  country^  the  destiny  of  himself,  the 
dreaded  catastrophe  of  his  friend,  all  pressing 
upon  his  mind  at  once ;  requiring  the  exertion  of 
no  common  fortitude  to  sustain  their  constant 
pressure^  and  demanding  the  utmost  energy^  aiid^ 
most  undaunted  firmness  to  meet  their  several 
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difficulties^ — was  employing  herself  in  the  same 
philosophical  pursuits,  that  his  countrymen,  (in- 
deed, that  the  subjects  of  G B generally) 

are  remarkable  for  following  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances: He  was  lounging; — ^that  is,  he  was 
sitting  in  a  chamber,  of  which  the  two  front 
windows  looked  into  the  quadrangle  of  the 
university  of  H — ^stedt;  the  window  at  the  other 
end,  and  to  which  his  back  was  turned^  com- 
manding a  very  channing  view  all  over'  the 
adjacent  country.  On  the  table  before  him,  there 
lay  two  cases  of  pistols^  and  2^  dirk; — a  bottle 
of  Champaign,  just  concluded  ; — another  of 
Burgundy,  the  cork  of  which  had  already  received 
a  deadly  incision  from  the  point  of  a  corkscrew, 
that  had  not  yet^  however,  performed  its  duty^ 
— for  the  cork  was  still  undrawn; — a  sudden 
thought,  perhaps^  had  crossed  his  Lordship,  and 
in  a  fit  of  absence^  he  had  put  the  Burgundy  on 
the  table  again  ....  there  was  a  great  variety 
of  fruits,  and  gunpowder  flasks ; — some  liquors, 
lemonade,  small  shot,  and  dried  sweetmeats; 
besides  a  pocket-book,  two  sabres,  and  pens, 
ink  and  paper.  His  lordship  was  leaning  back  ki 
one  chair,  his  legs  being  supported  by  two  or 
three  others.  On  the  tables,  and  on  a  sopha  in 
the  comer  of  the  chamber^  there  were  thrown  two 
or  three  large  cloaks,  travellitig  caps,  and  demi- 
masks.  Lord  £dward  had  been  for  some  time 
attentively  reading  an  English  newspaper,  out  of 
a  packet  of  old  English  and  French  journals 
that  he  had  found  in  a  closet,  when  he  first 
engaged  the  house.  The  one  he  had  in  his 
hand,  was  dated  Londcm,  Pecemfoer^  1780;  and 
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concealment  Superadded  to  all  these  advan- 
tages, was  a  consideration  that  the  deserted 
tower  had  been  long  unmolested  by  a  smgle 
visitant^  and  most  unlikely  then,  it  was,  that 
upon  such  a  night,  when  the  attention  of  every 
inmate  of  the  Castle  must  be  altogether  em- 
ployed upon  the  approaching  departure  of  the 
Princess  ;  and  yet  further,  that  at  such  an  an  hour 
of  the  night,  any  interloper  or  stranger  should  be 
wandering  thereabouts. 

The  Count  had  not  departed  from  the  IjOTise  ^ 
above  an  hour,  when  Wentwoith,  with  his  Lord- 
ship's permission,  went  out,  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre, lest  there  should  be  any  spies  upon  their 
motions^  lurking  about  the  neighbourhood*;  a 
supposition  which  was  rendered  more  than  pro- 
bable, on  the  various  accounts  with  wbich  the 
reader  has  been  made  acquainted.  Lord  Ed- 
ward, therefore,  however  reluctant  he  was  to 
allow  his  brave  companion,  alone  and  unaided^ 
to  risk  his  life,  upon  this  occasion,  could  not 
withhold  his  permission,  seeing  that  the  point  to 
be  ascertained  was  one  of  the  most  essentia} 
consequence  to  the  ultimate  success  of  their 
daring  and  almost  hopeless  project. 

It  was  a  sultry  summer's  day ; — Lord  Edward, 
thus  left  to  himself  and  to  his  own  r^ections ; 
the  fate  of  his  country^  the  destiny  of  himself,  the 
dreaded  catastrophe  of  his  friend,  all  presdng 
upon  his  mind  at  once ;  requiring  the  exertion  of 
uo  common-  fortitude  to  sustain  their  constant 
pressure,  and  demanding  the  utmost  energy^  aiid^ 
most  undaunted  firmness  to  meet  their  several 
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difficulties, — was  employing  herself  in  the  same 
philosophical  pursuits,  that  his  countrymen,  (in- 
deed, that  the  subjects  of  G B generally) 

are  remarkable  for  following  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances.  He  was  lounging; — ^that  is,  he  was 
sitting  in  a  chamber,  of  which  the  two  front 
windows  looked  into  the  quadrangle  of  the 
university  of  H — stedt ;  the  window  at  the  other 
end,  and  to  which  his  back  was  turned^  com- 
manding a  very  charming  view  all  over'  the 
adjacent  country*  On  the  table  before  him,  there 
lay  two  cases  of  pistols^  and  ^  dirk; — a  bottle 
of  Champaign,  just  concluded  ; — another  of 
Burgundy,  the  cork  of  which  had  already  received 
a  deadly  incision  from  the  point  of  a  corkscrew, 
that  had  not  yet^  however,  performed  its  duty^ 
— for  the  cork  was  still  undrawn; — a  sudden 
thought,  perhaps^  bad  crossed  his  Lordship,  and 
in  a  fit  of  absence^  he  had  put  the  Burgundy  on 
the  table  again  ....  there  was  a  great  variety 
of  fruits,  and  gunpowder  flasks ; — some  liquors, 
lemonade,  small  shot,  and  dried  sweetmeats; 
besides  a  pocket-book,  two  sabres,  and  pens, 
ink  and  paper.  His  lordship  was  leaning  back  ki 
one  chair,  his  legs  being  supported  by  two  or 
three  others.  On  the  tables,  and  on  a  sopba  in 
the  comer  of  the  chamber,  there  were  thrown  two 
or  three  large  cloaks,  travellinig  caps,  and  demi- 
masks.  Lord  £dward  had  been  for  some  time 
attentively  reading  an  English  newspaper,  out  of 
a  packet  of  old  English  and  French  journals 
that  he  had  found  in  a  closet,  when  he  first 
engaged  the  house.  The  one  he  bad  in  his 
hand,  was  dated  London,  Pecember,  1780;  aiir' 
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removed  upon  the  momog  desUiied  for  the 
Prmcess's  departure  from  Lenenbergen.  A 
sealed  note  was  thrown  in  at  the  wmdow,  and 
being  opened,  they  read  the  following  words: 

"A  friend  of  l^ord  Edward  F/s  warns  him  to 
beware  of  stirring  abroad  this  dmf.  It  is  true^  that 
he  escaped  from  the  tiger  and  the  wolf  in  safety; 

bnt  the  fox  of  I d  may  prove  too  mnch  ibr 

him.    Once  and  for  oyer,  let  him  now  bewarer' 

The  Count  Garafia  concurred  with  Wentwortli^ 
in  an  endeavor  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  his 
Lordship  the  necessity  of  strictly  obeying  fhe 
injunctiona  of  his  unknown  mentor ;  and  Lord 
Edward  promised^  implicitly  to  follow  theiff  jcMOt 
advice.  But  Lord  Edward  knew  too  well  iSk 
miserable  and  agonizing  state  of  mind  in  wMt^ 
bia  friend  the  Count  was,  to  intend  following  ^ 
starict  letter  of  their  agreement ;  and  only  gave 
his  feigned  assent^  in  order  to  devise  more  mihi- 
terruptedly  the  means  of  narroniy  watdiing^  Ae 
devoted  lover ;  for  he  never  doubted)  even  for  an 
instant,  that  long  before  midnight,  (at  which  hour 

it  was  reported  to  be  iSbe  intention  of  the  B 

eomtnissioners  to  depart ;)  the  Count  wonld  not 
foil  to  indulge  himself  with  a  visit  to  the  fovorite 
bower,  of  which  h^  had  heard  him  so  often  qpedc. 
Now,  as  to  the  ultimate  and  exceedingly  rash 
object  of  the  Count,  vis.  the  carrying  off  of  the 
Princess,  the  matter  had  been  thus  arranged  be- 
tween the  parties  upon  that  morning.  The  mas- 
ter of  the  vessel  which  Lord  Bdvrard  had  left  at 
Bremen^  was  directed,  two  days  b^re^  to  be 
-^eady,  with  six  of  his  stoutest  mew  in  the  ship's 
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boat,  behind  a  certeiD  ledge  of  rocks  which  cross 
the  course  of  die  AUer,  in  that  part  of  the  river. 
They  were  to  haye  arms  in  the  boat,  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  all  noise,  their  oars  were  to^  be 
muffled ;  none  of  them  were,  upon  any  account, 
to  land  until  they  saw  the  appointed  signal  of  a 
light  among  the  rocks,  when  they  were  imme* 
diately  to  pull  int6  shore ;  and  the  master  was 
further  instructed  to  reserve  accommodation  for 
one,  or  two  ladies^  two  officers,  and  their  servant ; 
the  whole  arrangement  being  crowned  with  the 
elkn^of  most  munificent  rewards  to  every  man 
Olflfigied  in  the  transaction^  which  were  to  be  paid 
UfKHii  'the  safe  arrival  of  the  company  on  board 
H^h  ^hip  at  Bremen. 

^!ihe  Count  quitted  H — stedt  about  noon,  bav- 
iii^  renewed  his  earnest  entreaty  to  Lord  Edward 
that  the  latter  would  not  stir  abroad  till  ten 
o'clock  that  night,  when  his.  Lordship,  accqmpa 
nied.  fay  Wentworth,  who  was  to  provide  himseJC 
with  an  extra  riding  cloak,  was  to  be  in  readi-r 
ness  at  the  Spitz,  or  tower,  with  the  horses  and 
the  requisite  arms,  l^his  rendezvous  was  chosen 
for  several  reasons ;  it  was  in  a  very  remote  part 
of  the  castle  domain;  it  was  supposed  to  be 
haunted  and  unhallowed  ground,  so  that  none  of 
tlie  domtttics  ever  went  near  it ;  it  was  the  cotn- 
mencement  of  an  irregular  but  safe  path  or  road, 
that  led  almost  in  a  straight  line,  for  many  miles^ 
to  the  banks  of  the  riyer; — and  each  side  of  this 
lonely  track  was  lined  with  copses,  brakes,  and 
thickets^  io  almost  uninterrupted  .succession, 
serving  eflRectui^ly  the  purposes  of  privacy  and 
1*  Yy 
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concealment  Superadded  to  all  these  advan- 
tages,  was  a  consideration  that  the  deserted 
tower  had  been  long  unmolested  by  a  single 
visitant^  and  most  unlikely  then,  it  was,  that 
upon  such  a  night,  when  the  attention  of  every 
inmate  of  the  Castle  must  be  altogether  em- 
ployed upon  the  approaching  departure  of  the 
Princess  ;  and  yet  further,  that  at  such  an  an  hour 
of  the  night,  any  interloper  or  stranger  should  be 
wandering  thereabouts. 

The  Count  had  not  departed  from  the  bause 
above  an  hour,  when  Wentwoith,  with  his  Lord- 
ship's permission,  went  out,  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre, lest  there  should  be  any  spies  upon  their 
motions^  lurking  about  the  neighbourhood ;  a 
supposition  which  was  rendered  more  than  pro- 
bable, on  the  various  accounts  with  wbich  the 
reader  has  been  made  acquainted.  Lord  Ed- 
ward, therefore,  however  reluctant  he  was  to 
allow  his  brave  companioii,  alone  and  unaided, 
to  risk  his  life,  upon  this  occasion,  could  not 
withhold  his  permission,  seeing  that  the  point  to 
be  ascertained  was  one  of  the  most  essentia} 
consequence  to  the  ultimate  success  of  their 
daring  and  almost  hopeless  project. 

It  was  a  sultry  summer's  day ; — Lord  Edward, 
thus  left  to  himself  and  to  his  own  r^ections; 
the  fate  of  his  country^  the  destiny  of  himself,  the 
dreaded  catastrophe  of  his  friend,  all  pressiDg 
upon  his  mind  at  once ;  requiring  the  exertion  of 
no  common  fortitude  to  sustain  their  constant 
pressure,  and  demanding  the  utmost  energy,  aod^ 
most  undaunted  firmness  to  meet  their  several 
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difficulties, — was  employing  herself  in  the  same 
philosophical  pursuits,  that  his  countrymen,  (in- 
deed, that  the  subjects  of  G B generally) 

are  remarkable  for  following  under  similar  cir* 
cumstances;  He  was  lounging; — that  is,  he  was 
sitting  in  a  chamber,  of  which  the  two  front 
windows  looked  into  the  quadrangle  of  the 
university  of  H — stedt ;  the  window  at  the  other 
end,  and  to  which  his  back  was  turned^  com* 
manding  a  very  channing  view  all  over'  the 
adjacent  country*  On  the  table  before  him,  there 
lay  two  cases  of  pistols^  and  £(  dirk; — a  bottle 
of  Cliampaign,  just  concluded  ; — another  of 
Burgundy,  the  cork  of  which  had  already  received 
a  deadly  incision  from  the  point  of  a  corkscrew, 
that  had  not  yet^  however,  performed  its  duty^ 
— for  the  cork  was  still  undrawn; — a  sudden 
thought,  perhaps^  bad  crossed  his  Lordship,  and 
in  a  fit  of  absence^  he  had  put  the  Burgundy  on 
the  table  again  ....  there  was  a  great  variety 
of  fruits,  and  gunpowder  flasks ; — some  liquors, 
lemonade,  small  shot,  and  dried  sweetmeats; 
besides  a  pocket-book,  two  sabres,  and  pens, 
ink  and  paper.  His  lordship  was  leaning  back  m 
one  chair^  his  l^s  being  supported  by  two  or 
three  others.  On  the  tables,  and  on  a  sopha  in 
the  comer  of  the  chamber,  there  were  thrown  two 
or  three  large  cloaks,  travelling  caps,  and  demi-> 
masks.  Lord  £dward  had  been  for  some  time 
attentively  reading  an  English  newspaper,  out  of 
a  packet  of  old  English  and  French  journals 
that  be  had  found  in  a  closet,  when  he  first 
engaged  the  house.  The  one  he  bad  in  his 
hand,  was  dated  London,  Pecember^  1780;  and 
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in  it^  upon  the  occasion  of  a  splendid  flHe  g)Ten 
at  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  PsUace^  near  Dnblio*  be 
found  his  own  name  mentioned  as  the  youngest 
branch  of  a  noble  family  then  in  Irelaod.  This 
little  event  aroused  a  whole  train  of  melancholy 
and  mournful  recollectioDS^  it  brought  to  miod 
the  days  of  his  youth,  the  friends  of  his  childhood, 
the  innocent  pleasures  of  his  early  years! — it 
recalled  to  his  mental  yiew,  in  fairy  perspective* 
all  the  soft  endearments  of  his  beloved  domestic 
circle;  the  characters^  the  virtuesj  the  very 
countenances  of  his  first  friends;  aome  had 
perished  in  their  country's  cause^  others  had 
been  ^tung  to  madness  by  a  nation's*  wrongis,  and 
expiated  on  a  scaffold  their  devotion  to  civil 
liberty ! — some  had  withered  into  deaths  beneath 
the  blights  of  sickness  or  family  affliction,  and 
others  had  long  slumbered  in  their  warrior  graves^ 
.or  their  bones  were  yet  bleaching  beneath  tro* 
pical  heats  and  northern  snows^ — the  noblest 
victims  who  bad  perished  io  foreign  wars !  The 
heart  of  the  gallant  nobleman  melted  within  him 

they  were  once»  all .  .  .  .  *'good  fellows, 

and  honest  as  the  light,"  •  •  .  .  thou^t  he.  But 
this  foolish  paragraph! — no  matter!  he  would 
read  it  again. 

'^  At  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  ball  last  night,  the 
*'  fine  person   and  unequalled  strength  of  the 

*^  young  Lord  Edward  F were  particularly 

''  remarked.        With    the    condescension    for 

"  which  the  F family,  (of  whom,  though  he 

*^  be  the  last,  his  merit  forbids  us  to  call  him  the 
^  least,)  have  been  ever  famouSi  he  amused  his 
^<  Excellency,  and  several  of  his  Own  friends, 
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'^  who  were  of  the  party,  by  exhibituig  his  incre- 
'^  dible  swiftness  of  foot,  and  strength  of  ario, 

''Alas!"  thought  Lord  Edward  to  himself-^ 
'^  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  these  very 
Journals  may  be  now  fulminating  the  proscrip* 
tion  of  a  venal  and  corrupt  ministry,  against  my 
person ;  and  perhaps  the  hirelings  of  his  Excel- 
lency would  now  he  better  pleased  to  present 
my  head,  severed  from  its  lifeless  trunk,  to  the 
gaze  of  public  pity  or  contempt,  they  would  ; 
not  care  which,  I  reckon,  so  they  procured  the 

reward, — ^thdn  to" He  would  pursue  the 

thought  no  longer !  He  still  held  the  newspaper 
in  his  hand;  and  the  reflection  occurred,  that 
his  features,  in  the  long  lapse  of  time  that  had 
intervened  from  the  moment  that  paper  was 
printed,  could  be  hardly  more  altered  than  his 
fortune  or  his  happiness. — 

''  Pshaw ;" — (thus  he  spoke,  as  it  were,  to  him- 
self,) "  what  idle  foolery ! — yet  why  do  I  blame 
a  sentence,  whose  flattery  was  perhaps  intended 
ironically,  and  must  have,  at  any  rate,  the  good 
efieet  of  reminding  me  of  my  own  littleness,  and 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  all  those  three  common 
cheats  and  impostors.  Time,  Health,  and  Pros- 
perity ! — So !  "  My"  blooming  years,  and  early 
strength  it  seems ; — ^now  let  me  look  at  blighted 
manhood,  and  withered  hopes ; — ^there,  I  am  all 
amiable  and  noble  condescension ! — ha  I  hal^  and 
here  is  the    poor  weather  and  fortune-beaten 

devil^  Edward  F ,  an  outcast  and  a  wanderer ; 

yes,  yes,  yes ! these  wrinkle?  tell  it !" 
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He  was  for  a  moment  mad  ; — his  feel- 
ings were  touched^  and  the  chord  vibrated  till 
his  heart  almost  severed  with  its  own  emotions! 
He  struck  his  forehead,  and  raising  his  eyes  to 
the  pier  glass  that  stood  between  the  windows 
which  were  opposite  to  him^  he  saw  not  the 
furrows  which  the  silent  feet  of  time  and  of 

affliction  had  worn  upon  his  brow but — be 

saw  in  the  glass,  looking  in  at  the  window  behind 
him,  which  Wentworth  had  unaccountably  omit* 
ted  to  secure,  and  by  which  one  of  them  was  in 
the  act  of  entering,  two  ill-visaged  ruffians,  who 
were  well  armed,  and  upon  whose  faces,  villainy 
was  written  in  characters  as.  strong  and  legible 
as  the  hand  of  nature  could  trace  them  I  Lord 
Edward,  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  re- 
mark, was  by  no  means  a  man  whose  presence 
of  mind  was  ever  affected  upon  the  most  trying 
occasions,  in  any  other  way  thaA  by  an  instan- 
taneous accession  of  coUectedness  and  resolution. 
It  occurred  to  him  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning, 
that  to  discharge  his  pistols  would  inevitably 
alarm  the  whole  town  of  H — stedt,  and  by 
occasioning  unseasonable  enquiries  and  expla- 
nations, in  all  probability  at  once  defeat  the 
whole  of  the  projected  enterprize.  He  did  not, 
therefore^  even  turn  his  head  round,  but  grasping 
a  pistol  in  each  hand,  having  snatched  severtil 
others  that  lay  upon  the  table  nearer  to  him,  be 
calmly  observed,  *'  we  are  ready  for  you,  my 
friends; — ^and  here  is  for  the  first  fire/^  The 
fellows  dropped  at  the  first  word  be.  uttered, 
from  the^window  into  tlie  garden  of  the  house. 
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Hiid  fled  over  the  neighbouring  fields;  their 
courage  was  not  so  desperate  as  to  prompt  them 
to  remain  one  instant,  (such  was  the  general  re- 
port of  his  dauntless  firmness  against  all  possible 
odds)  after  his  Lordship  had  evinced  that  he  was 
not  unprepared  for  them.  Lord  £d  ward  walked 
deliberately  to  the  window,  and  looking  out  after 
the  ruffians,  perceived,  that  in  their  hurry,  they 
had  not  even  taken  the  precaution  of  disguising 
their  route,  but  fled  in  the  direction  of  the  castle. 
Shortly  afterwards.  Went  worth,  returning 
from  his  little  expedition,  confirmed  his  Lord- 
ship's opinion,  that  these  desperadoes  had  meant 
to  surprize  him,  and  to  secure  his  person, — em- 
ployed and  instigated  by  some  of  the  £ 

m .     Wentworth    informed  him,   that  there 

was  a  rumour  amdng  the  domestics  at  Wolfenstein 
relative  to  such  a  scheme.  It  was  a  matter  of 
considerable  argument  between  them,  whether 
it  were  not  proper,  that  under  existing  circum- 
stances, his  Lordship  should  instantly  effect  bis 
escape  out  of  the  Duke's  dominions.  This  seemed 
to  be  the  more  likely  of  accomplishment,  as  it  w^s 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  in  the  first  confusion 
occasioned  by  the  failure  of  a  plot  to  carry  him 
ofi*,  the  projectors  of  it  would  neither  be  able  nor 
inclined  to  renew  their  attempt  for  some  days ; 
and  in  the  next  place,  if  his  Lordship  deterniined 
to  fly  to  Bremen  that  very  night,  he  would  be 
morally  certain  of  effecting  his  escape,  becatise 
the  £- —  commissioners  and  the  Princess  were 
to  proceed  to  Hamburgh,  in  an  opposite  direc* 
tion.     Out  Lord.  Edward  refused  to  listen  to  any 
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representations,  the  effect  of  which  might  be,  to 
induce  him  to  forego  his  solemn  engagement  to 
the  Count)  to  aid  hitn  even  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
in  his  arduous  enterprize.  He  therefore  persisted 
in  staying  within  doors,  till  the  appointed  time  at 
which  he  had  agreed  to  repair,  with  Wentworth, 
to  the  tower.  Accordingly  they  arrived  on  the 
confines  of  the  park,  about  an  hour  or  so  before 
that  period,  in  ofder  to  keep  a  good  look  out, 
and  to  see  that  the  coast  was  clear.  His  Lord- 
ship could  not  long  endure,  at  any  time,  a  state 
of  inactivity ;  and  still  less  was  he  able  to  sustain 
it  when  matters  of  such  pressing  moment  were  In 

_  _  _  m 

agitation.  H^  therefore  desired  Wentworth  to 
remain  where  he  was,  until  the  time  appointed 
for  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  parties  at  the  Spitz. 
He  himself  then  entered  at  once  into  the  park, 
and  cautiously  proceeded  towards  that  spot; 
there  were  no  signs  of  any  intruders  being  se- 
creted, or  waiting  near  the  place ;  but  he  advanced 
with  all  possible  caution. 

He  hajd  already  entered  the  little  grove  which 
surrounded  this  venerable  telic,  and  begun  to 
consider  that  there  now  existed  no  possible  dan- 
ger of  intrusion,  when  he  saw,  by  the  light  of  the 
moon,  at  a  very  little  disrtance  from  him,  three 
persons;  their  backs  were  towards  him,  but  he 
instantly  knew  them  by  their  voices  to  be  the 

Duchess,   the  Duke,    and   Lord   L .     The 

Duke  was  in  the  act  of  presenting  a  short  antique 
fashioned  sword  to  Lord  L ,  and  he  accom- 
panied the  present  with  these  words : 

"  There  were  two  of  these,  my  Lord,  at  the 
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foot  of  the  altar:  one  of  them  Igave  to  Mr.  Sey- 
mour, who  told  me,  that  his  master  was  fond  of 

■ 

collecting  ancient  arms,  and  who  thought  that  it 
might  be  acceptable  to  him." 

The  nobleman  returned  his  thanks,  and  ob- 
served,  that  they  had  better  return  to  the  castle, 
in  order  to  see  that  every  preparation  was  com- 
pleted, adding,  ^'  it  wants  but  two  hours  to  mid- 
night ;  and  probably  your  Highnesses  may  wish 
to  devote  the  intervening  time  to  the  society  and 
conversation  of  the  Princess." 

•'  True !"  rejoined  the  Duke^  "  the  very  pro- 
position I  was  about  to  make.  1  believe  the 
Duchess  has  already  desired  her  attendance,  by 
one  of  her  ladies.  Mademoiselle  Claudine." 

The  Duchess  here  interrupted  him : — 

''  I  was  beginning  to  inform  you^  just  as  his 
Lordship  joined  us,  that  upon  making  enquiry,  1 
find  Mademoiselle  Claudine  has  not  been  seen 
even  in  the  castle,  for  the  last  day  or  two !  She 
has  left  her  wardrobe  behind  her^  which  is  of 
rather  a  costly  description  for  her  situation ;  but 
she  has  left  no  papers^  by  which«any  clue  is 
aflforded  to  her  discovery.  On  the  whole,  I 
assure  your  Grace  I  am  much  alarmed,  fearing 
some  accident  has  befallen  her,  and  because  I 
bad  conceived  a  great  affection  for  her." 

The  Duke  made  some  satirical  but  indistinct 
observations  upon  the  ill  effects  that  were  sure 
to  result  ^'  from  these  sudden,  and  ridiculous 
fondnesses  for  strangers."  His  Highness  ac- 
companied   by   Lord  L was  then  stalking 

away  at  a  pace  rather  too  military  for  a  Lady  to 


«  zz 
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pursue,  wjien  the  Duchess  desired  them  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  castle,  while  she  would  look  in  at 
^'  the  Boweri"  to  see  if  Caroline  was  there,  and 
"  so  follow  them  at  her  leisure. — 

"  Do  so  !"  said  the  Duke,  *'  for  I  know  no.- 
thingmore  likely,  than  that  you  should  find  her 
there,  engaged  in  some  romantic  contemplation 
or  another ;  and  if  she  be,  pray  bring  her  with 
you !" 

The  Duke  and  Lord  L soon  disappeared. 

Lord  Edward  advanced  from  his  hiding  place, 
and  having  followed  the  Duchess  some  time  in 
silence,  at  length  veutured  to  accost  her,  and  the 
following  dialogue  ensued  between  them. 

"  Will  your  Highness  allow  me  to  offer  my 

'humble  escort?  although  I  believe  1  claim  rather. 

the  privilege  of  an  accustomed  friend  than  an 

unfortunate  stranger,   as    I  have  long  been  at 

Wolfenstein :......  in  public,  I  mean  !" 

•'  Certainly,  Lord  Edward,  you  are  almost  the 
last  person  I  know^  that  I  could  have  expected* 
or  have  wished  to  see  .here  at  the  present  mo- 
ment; for  it  is  painful  to  encounter  a  valued 
friend^  whom  one  knows  td  be  surrounded  with 
foes,  aiming  at  his  life,  and  liberty  !" 

'^  Fear  not.  Madam !  1  have  been  visited  once 
to-day ;  and  now  they  know  my  mode  of  recep- 
tion, I  do  not  apprehend  ai^  further  trouble 
from  them  at  present.  Ah  !  Madam^  your  High- 
ness seems  afflicted,  and  from  my  soul  I  grieve 
to  see  you;  but  yours^  believe  me,  is  not  the 
only  heart  which  the  parting  with  your  daughter 
will  affect  almost  to  breaking.    Yes,  this  is  the 
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last  time  I  shall  ever  converse  with  the  good,  the 
ooble^  the  amiable  mother  of  the  House  of  Wol- 
fenstein ;  and  in  the  solemnity  of  a  long  adieu  1 
must  express  my  j>ainful  conviction^  that  the 
Count,  my  best,  my  only  friend,  will  never  sur- 
vive this  fatal  night !" 

*'  Hush,  my  Lord!  we  shall  be  overheard. — 
Alas !  I  dare  not  tell  you  all  the  respect^  the 
partiality^  1  have  ever  entertained  for  the  Count 
Caraffa.  But  it  ia  not  for  the  unhappy  and  short- 
sighted children  of  humanity  to  judge,  or  to  re- 
pine ;  say^  therefore,  at  present^  no  more  !  I  can- 
not bear  it!" 

They  proceeded  in  silence  through  the  grove, 
and  up  the  shrubbery^  and  in  the  same  moment 
in  which  they  arrived  within  sight  of  the  bower 
of  Caroline,  the  afflicted  mother  perceived  her 
daughter  falling,  to  all  appeari^nce,  a  lifeless 
corpse,  into  the  outstretched  arms  of  the  Count 
Caraflfa ! 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

With  the  assistance  of  her  friends  Caroline 
was  conveyed  into  the  apartment  of  the  bower. 
She  soon  recovered,  however,  and,  aware  that 
every. moment  was  indescribably  precious,  she 
requested  as  a  last  and  parting  favor,  that  the 
Count  would  explain  to  them  by  what  means  he 
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bad  escaped  alive  from  the  terriBc  catastrophe  of 
the  hawking  party.  Then  turning  to  the  Duchess 
she  exclaimed^  in  a  tone  of  grateful  eneigy, 

^^  Oh  Madam!  the  sudden  news  was  too 
much  for  me !  The  important  secret  is  at  length 
revealed !-^the  mystery  is  solved! — It  was  to 
this  brave  and  excellent  friend  that  I  was  in- 
debted for  my  life!  It  was  no  other  Uian  the 
Count  Carafla,  who,  in  saving  me^  was  precipi- 
tated down  those  dreadful  rocks/' 

The  Duchess  was  uoable  to  speak,  but  bathed 
the  hand  of  her  daughter  with  her  tears;  the 
Count  looked  uneasy  and  unhappy  under  his 
own  praises^ — ^but  as  for  Lord  Edward,  h$  could 
not  restrain  the  expressions  of  his  admiration, 
nor  the  fervor  of  his  friendship.  In  all  the  unre- 
served confidence  in  which  the  Count  and  him- 
self had  ever  lived,  and  particularly  after  their 
return  together  to  Eugland,  as  related  in  the  first 
part  of  these  memoirs,  the  former  had  never 
even  hinted  to  him  that  it  was  himself,  whose 
heroic  exertions  had  rescued  the  Princess  of 
Wolfenstein  from  her  appalling  situation.  His 
Lordship  now  advanced,  and  shaking  him  warmly 
by  the  hand^  said,  with  all  the  earnestness  of 
unaffected  friendBbip, 

'^  I  always  thought  you,  County  a  brave  and 
noble  fellow^  but  I  never  knew  till  now  th^t  to 
the  intrepidity  of  a  hero^  you  united  the  mpdesty 
ofaxjhild!" 

The  Count  was  overpowered  by  their  praises 
and  his  own  humility ;  fpr  certainly  no  man  had 
less  vanity  than  he ;  but,  as  his  Lordjship  and  the 
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still  preserved  a  profound  silence,  in  the 
evident  expectation  that  be  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  history  of  his  escape,  he  at  length 
commenced,  going  rapidly  and  briefly  over  every 
circumstance  he  mentioned. 

*'  Upon  the  morning,"  he  began,  with  a  s^b, 
'^  that  witnessed  the  sudden  rupture  between  the 
Duke  and  myself,  1  retired  from  the  castle,  com- 
pletely overpowered  by  my  feelings.  On  arriv«- 
ing  at  my  house,  I  hastened  to  communicate  to 
Lord  Edward  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  his 
'Highness's  displeasure;  caused,  as  it  was,  by 
facts  of  which  I  was  not  then  aware.  His  Lord'- 
ship  condoled  with  me,  and  concurred  in  think- 
ing that  it  would  be  neither  delicate,  nor  con- 
sistent with  my  own  rank,  and  the  duty  I  owed 
to  myself,  as  well  as  to  his  Highness,  to  remain 
another  day,  if  it  could  be  avoided,  within  the 
territory  of  Lenenbergen.  And  he  then  informed 
me,  that  before  leaving E  ■  ^'i ,  he  had  provided, 
in  case  of  emergency,  that  a  vessel  should  be 
engaged  to  wait  at  Bremen  our  instructions,  in 
case  of  any  untoward  eveuts,*of  which  he  seemed 
to  have  some  presentiment.  I  cannot  help,  my 
Lord,  informing  the  Duchess  and  the  Princess, 
that  on  another  occasion,  when  I  thought  your 
delay  needless  and  even  unfriendly,  the  result 
has  proved  that  you  were  vigilantly  providing 
not  merely  for  my  convenience,  but  perhaps  for 
niy  safety  and  my  life." 

Here  his  Lordship  bowed,  and  the  two  ladies 
looked  at  each  other  in  utter  amaasement  at  the 
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seeming  import  of  these  very  significant  words. 
The  Count,  however,  proceeded : — 

**  We  immediately  dispatched  Wentworth  to 
give  information  to  the  .master  of  the  sloop,  that 
we  intended  speedily  to  come  on  board,  and  to 
desire  him  to  send  up  the  river  some  small  vessel 
that  might  convey  us  down  again,  to  his  port,  in 
secresy.  I  assumed  the  barrack  dress  of  Went- 
worth, conceiving  myself  the  more  likely  in  the 
mean  time,  to  pass  without  notice  or  question  in 
so  military  a  state  as  this  is.  Wentwocth  had 
not  been  gone  above  an  hour ;  and  as  I  knew  he 
would  take  one  of  the  fisAiermen's  boats^^the 
wind  being  fair,  I  crossed  rapidly  over  the  De* 
vir«  Table,  in  order  to  see  if  I  could  descry  the 
little  bark  making  down  the  Aller.  I  admired 
the  wild  and  desolate  beauties  of  the  spot  upon 
which  I  stood,  and  beings  as  you  may  believe, 
heavily  oppressed  with  melancholy,  Uie  scene 
was  the  more  in  unison  with  my  soul.  I  had 
often  heard  of  terrific  precipices,  that  bounded 
this  singular  and  romantic  plain,  and  approach* 
ing  near  the  verge^  1  found  they  were  indeed 
tremendous,  being  of  a  prodigious  height^  and 
very  rugged ;  but  the  action  of  the  weather  had 
worn  away  the  rock  in  some  parts^  forming  very 
convenient^  though  rather  perilous  recesses.  Hie 
access  to  them  was  something.difficult^  as  i^  was 
necessary  to  trust  your  footings  at  tinies,  to  the 
strength  and  firmness  of  a  bough  of  larph,  or  a 
elump  of  birch  twigs.  I  was  fired,  however, 
with  the  desire  of  seating  myself  on  one  of  these 
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clefts^  and  of  looking  from  between  e^rth  and 
heaven,  as  it  appeared,  upon  the  subject  world 
that  lay  outstretched  beneath  oie.  1  succeeded, 
and  was  delighted,  indeed,  with  the  magnificent 
landscape  which  I  looked  down  upon  from  the 
towering  grandeur  of  my  lofty  elevation. 

*'  I  had  not  been  there  long,  however^  wheu  I 
heard  voices  which  sounded  to  me^  as  if  I  were 
called  by  spirits  in  the  air  ...  .  they  grew 
louder,  and  it  was  easy  to  conclude  that  they 
proceeded  from  the  place  above  me. — Presently, 
I  distinctly  heard  a  shriek,  and  then,  the  mingled 
cries  of  a  male  and  female  voice  ....  the  con- 
viction flashed  upon  my  mind  .  .  •  by  heavens ! 
it  must  be  her ! — ^I  started  from  my  hiding  place, 
and  climbing  up  over  the  roots  and  stumps  of 
sapling  treesj  barely  adhering  to  the  rocks  by  a 
thin  and  scanty  soil,  and  breaking  off  beneath 
my  feet,  to  tumble  down  the  cliffs,  till  they 
*  dashed  into  the  roaring  waves  beneath  me  .... 
I  at  last,  with  one  effort,  sprang  up,  and  stood 
upon  the  extreme  edge  of  the  cliffs ! ....  In  the 
same  instant  of  time,  1  caught  the  nostrils  and 
the  ears  of  the  Princess's  horse,  which  was  in 
the  very  act  of  bounding  over  the  fatal  brink,, 
and  exerting  to  its  utmost  tension,  every  muscle 
and  every  nerve,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  delay 
its  destruction  for  a  siggle  moment !  .  .  .  .  and 
I  thank  the  God  of  Mercies  that  it  was  sufficient 
to  preserve  the  life  of  the  best,  the  loveliest  of 
women!    She  fell  from  her  saddle  senseless,  and 

I  found  myself  instantly  overpowered i 

made  another  effort;    it  was  vain,  ....  the 
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sudden  shock  of  the  encounter,  and  the  struggles 
of  the  animal  tumbled  me  back  headlong  over 
the  cliff  ....  my  brain  almost  turns  at  this 

distance  of  time However,   I  did   not 

lose  my  presence  of  mind  for  a  moment ; — and 
though  falling  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  I 
made  a  sort  of  instinctive  exertion  to  save  myself! 
— I  found  myself  suspended  in  mid  air,  holding 
by  a  larch,  or  some  such  tree,  that  shot  out  of  a 
crevice  in  the  rocks. — I  breathed,  I  felt  as  if  I 
were  yet  numbered  with  the  living,  though  the 
angel  of  death  stood  waiting  at  my  side,  im- 
patient to  claim  me  for  his  prey!  .  .  .  .that 
moment  was  the  most  horrible  of  my  whole 
existence! — Vainly  I  looked  below;  there  yet 
remained  at  least  two  or  three  hundred  *  feet  to 
the  base ; — still  I  w&s  tempted  to  drop  my  hold, 
and  to  trust  myself  to  the  foaming  waters  of  the 
AUer;  but  a  little  below  me^  there  was  R  huge 
fragment  of  the  rock  which  had  broken  away 
from  the  top,  and  had  been  stopped  in  its  fall»  I 
suppose,  by  some  projection  that  I  could  not 
see ;  I  was  afraid  that  if  I  let  go^  the  sides  of  this 
fragment  would  inevitably  cut  and  bruise  me  to 
atoms  in  my  falL  All  these  reflections,  of 
course,  occurred  in  infinitely  less  time  than  I 
consume  in  mentioning  them ;  for  I  clung  to  the 
larch  only  for  a  few  seconds.  In  the  meanwhile, 
1  should  have  informed  you,  that  the  horse,  poor 
animal^  went  rolling  over  and  over  with  dreadful 
speed,  rebounding  from  crag  to  crag^cut^  mangled, 
bruised,  and  lacerated.  His  weight  detached 
enormous  masses  of  the  rocks,  which  tumbled  head- 


MEMOIRS  OP  CAROLINE.  361 

long,  in  wild  disorder^  and  with  the  noise  of  thun- 
der, into  the  waves  below,  where  they  caused  such 
a  commotion,  that  the  spray,  wafted  by  the  wind, 
once  or  twice  touched  my  face ....  I  heard  some 
one  cry  out  from  the  top  of  the  cliff  ;-r-t  looked 
up,  bat  I  bad  fallen  so  low,  that  human  aid 
seemed  too  remote,  too  far  above  me,  even  fol* 
hope  itself  'to  reach.    The  larch  gave  way,  and 

I  was  once  more  given  to  •  .  .  .  existence ! ^ 

...  ^  the  tery  projection  that  I  bad  shuddered 
to  look  upon  the  moment  before,  considering 
that  I  gazed  upon  the  instrument  of  my  fate, 
proved  the  preservation  of  my  life.  It  was  not 
more  than  twenty  feet  below  me,  and  ^ost  pro- 
videntially I  fell  upon  my  legs,  with  no  other 
hurt  but  a  broken  arm  and  several  contitsioos'. 
1  returned  thanks  to  the  Providence  which  had 
rescued  me  from  such  accumulated  perils,  and 
was  not  long  in  discovering  a  path,  which,  though 
1  knew  not  whither  it  might  conduct  me,  was 
evidently  the  work  of  human  hands,  and  as  such, 
must,  I  concluded,  lead  me  to  the  habitations  ct 
men.  It  proved  as  1  expected;  and  I  am  yet 
ignorant,  how  1  missed  the  men,  whom  I  have 
since  understood  the  Duke  dispatched  to  the 
assistance  of  one,  whom  he  did  not  at  once,  or 
at  least  no  longer  than  for  a  moment  imagine,  to 
be  the  offending  Barham !" 

The  Count  ceased  ;  the  Duchess  looked  to' 
Heaven,  as  if  imploring  a  blessing  upon  the 
gallant  preserver  of  her  daughter,  but  the  Prin- 
cess conferred  one  ;  for,  animated  by  the  fervor 
of  her  gratildde,  she  looked  at  the  Count  with  an 

3  a 
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expression  of  pleased  regard,  which  told  *'  on* 
utterable  things  ;"  and  all  the  Count's  Bnfferings 
were  repaid  in  that  moment 

"  If  there  were  time,"  remarked  Lord  Edward 

F 9  *'  I  would  conclude  the  Count's  history, 

by  observing  that  till  this  moment,  I  never  knew 
the  real  history  of  a  "  little  unlucky  accident,*' 
as  he  called  it,  that  sent  the  Count  home  that 
day^  bruised^  mangled^  and  broken  armed.  AU 
enquiries  were  vain,  so  I  ceased  to  trouble  liim 
lirith  any, — But  we  shall  all  in  five  minutes  more 
be  receiving  the  full  measure  of  the  Duke's 
vengeance! — Now  Count,  address  yourself  at 
once  to  the  Duchess  and  the  Princess." — 

The  Count  took  a  hand  of  each : — "  Your 
Highnesses,"  said  he,  "  will  either  pity  and 
forgive  me,  or  w^ll  call  down  the  merited,  vin- 
dictive anger  of  the  Duke  upon  my  presumptuous 
bead.  Oh  1  Caroline,  I  have  indeed  ventured  to 
aspire  to  this  hand  ;  fate  has  placed  me  infinitely 
below  you,  but  love  has  called  me,  1  may  say,  to 
a  higher  sphere.  Nay,  do  not  at  least,  for  one 
moment,  withdraw  this  precious  hand ;  and 
forgive  my  rashness  in  declaring  now  a  long 
repressed,  but  unextinguishable  passion  ; — now, 
when  I  am  about  to  leave  you  fpr  ever!  and  you 
noble  lady, — will  you  too^  forgive  me  ?  Forget, 
in  the  victim  of  her  loveliness,  the  daring  pre^ 
tender  to  her  hand  1" — 

The  Duchess  strove  to  recover  herself,  and 
motioning  him  to  be  silent,  beckoned  the  Prin- 
cess to  accompany  her ;  she  then  addressed  her- 
self in  a  serious  tone^to  the  Count. 
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'*Why  will  the  Count  Caraffa  afflict  his  best 
friend  by  the  mention  of  a  subject  which  can 
only  serve  to  distress  her?  Were  there  any 
hope,  let  him  be  assured  that  the  Duchess  of 
Wolfenstein  would  be  the  first  to  extend  it,  in 
gratitude  for  his  preservation  of  the  best  and 
most  ajffectionate  of  daughters !'' 

The  Count  said  nothing  ;  but  he  looked,  as  if 
his  heart  were  already  broken  !  Not  so  his  friend 
Lord  Edward,  but  springing  forward,  he  caught 
the  Dachess  by  the  arm,  and  with  a  tone  of  Te- 
monstrance,  and  the  air  of  a  determined  man, 
he  exclaimed,  in  a  hurried  manner^ — 

"  Do  you  say  so  much.  Madam?  then  whs^t 
hinders,  but  that  you  should  givethem  both  your 
blessing?" — 

**  How,  my  liord?'*  replied  th6  Duchess,  npt 
understanding  his  meaning ; — I  dp  give  them  my 
bleg^ingP' — 

*'Goed;'*  quickly  ejaculated  Lord  Edward, 
**  now  then  to  horse ;-— fear  not  M^dam,  I  will 
return  to  acquaint  you  of  their  safety.  Nay,  now, 
all  remonstrances  are  vain."  So  saying,  He 
looked  at  the  County  who  seemed  to  have  ac- 
quired fresh  energies  by  his  example ;  and  who 
was  hasteniiig  to  catch  up  the  Princess  in  his 
arms,  when  she  pointed  to  the  door,  exclainied, 
*•  look  !  look  !"  and  fainted  on  the  spot.  The 
Duchess  could  ncit  speak ; — ^Lord  Edward  ran 
to  the  door ;  no  person  was  to  be  seen ;  hedrew 
his  pistols,  and  accompanied  by  the  Count,  sus* 
taining  the  lifeless  form  of  Caroline,  rushed  out 
of  the  Bower  1 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

These  three  reached  the  tower  in  a  few  mo- 
ments  without  encountering  any  interraptioo, 
and  joined  the  expecting  Wentworth,  who  had 
also  kept  a  strict  watch,  without  detecting  a 
single  intruder.  The  whole  party,  Caroline  cidll 
senseless^  and  supported  in  the  arms  of  the 
County  galloped  off  with  the  utmost  rapidity, 
but  observed  a  profound  silence.  They  bad 
proceeded  upwards  of  a  mile  upon  their  road, 
when,  at  some  distance  a  head  of  them,  they  saw 
a  party  of  the  Duke's  guards,  mounted  and 
bearing  torches,  drawn  up  acroscr  their  path  .... 
It  was  clear  that  their  enterprize  was  discovered; 
and  as  it  would  have  been. madness  to  have  pro- 
ceeded in  the  face  of  tweaty  or  thirty  armed 
men,  opposed  to  their  progress,  they  turned 
l^ack,  endeavoring  to  make  good  their  retreat ; 
and,  in  the  direction  of  the  tower,  the  moon- 
light just  enabled  them  to  perceive  another,  but  a 
smaller  partyt  suddenly  stationed  in  their  rear. 
Wentworth  now  threw  himself  from  his  horse, 
-^and  assisting  the  Count  with  his  fair  bnrden  to 
alight,  aided  by  Lord  Edward,  they  left  their 
horses,  and  entered  the  thickets  on  the  road  side  ; 
for  the  Count  thought  it  not  impossibley.that  even 
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o^  foot,  fhey  might  speedily  manage  to  fiild  their 
way  down  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  so  as  to 
ipeet  the  boat»  which  was  to  be  layin*;  to,  off  the 
ledge  of  rocks.  Whether  it  was  that  each  of  the 
parties  stationed  on  the  road  continued  at  theif 
posts,  under  the  idea  that  when  the  Count  found 
himself  completely  outflanked^  he  would  of  ne- 
cessity surrender  himself  to  one  or  the  other  of 
th6m ;  or  whatever,  other  cause  might  really  hare 
existed 9  the  circumstance  of  their  dismounting 
appeared  to  hate  been  unexpected,  for  it  gave 
the  Count  and  his  companions  time  to  effect  their 
escape  to  the  AUer. 

The  Count  leaned  against  the  rock,  gazing- 
upon  the  inanimate  Caroline,  with  a  countenance^ 
in  which  despair  und  affliction  were  visibly  pour- 
trayed*  He  could  neither  answer  to  the  respect-'' 
All  enquiries  of  Wentworth,  nor  the  well  intended' 
raillery  of  Lord  Edward,  who  was  anxious  that 
he  should  manage  by  all  means  to  keep  up  his 
spirits ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  mute  and  mo-' 
tionle^s  as  a  statue,  and  he  continued  to  look  at 
the  sole  object,  not  merely  of  every  thought,  but 
of  every  faculty  he  possessed,  with  the  earnest- 
ness and  solemnity  of  a  man  aboutv  to  part  with 
the  dearest  blessing  of  existence  for  ever!-  •  . 
.  .  «  In  the  mean  time  "Wentworth  proceeded 
to  light  some  touch-paper,  from  a  spark  produced 
from  the  flint  of  his  pistol,  and  ran  with  it  to 
that  part  of  the  hiding  place  that  they*  were  in, 
that  had'  been  agreed  upon  between  the  captain 
of  the  Vessel  and  Lord  Edward.  This  light  was 
immecfiately  seen  by  (host  m  the  boat,  and  no 
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time  wag  lost  in  puHjng  to  the  shore ;  but  as  they 
had  been  directed  to  lay  on  their  oare,  off  the 
spot  ia  questiOD,  and  as  tl^e  tide  happened  to  be 
runnii]^g  rapidly. down,  they  had  b^n  insensibly 
drilled  much  below  the  appointed  rendezvous, 
so  thajt  it  was  at  least  two  or  thr^e  minutes  be£die 
they  could  reach  it,  with  all  their  exertions.  The 
captain  himself  was  the  first  w)io  leaped  ashore, 
and  running  up  to  the  County  without  uttering  a 
single  ,word^  he  prepared  to  assist  the  unretiistittg 
and  unconscious  Princess  into  the  boat.  His. 
foot  was  already  on  the  gunnel,  and  the  Count: 
absolutely  in  the  boat,  when  a  shot  was  fired 
from  an  unknown  hand,  which  grazed  the  shoul* 
der  of  the  captain,  and  killed  one  of  the  seamen 
on  the  spot  1  The  captain  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  remarkable  for  possessing,  in  an  extra* 
ordinary  degree,  the  qualities  of  coolness  and  col- 
lectedness.  The  moment  he  felt  the  slight  effect 
of  the  ball,  the  whole  danger  seemed  to  be  4t 
once  present  to  his  mind.  Hfi  turned  quick\y  to 
I^rd  Edward  and  Went^oith,  (who  was  assist* 
ing  to  push  the  boat  off)  and  impatiently .  ex- 
cLaiiBedj  but  not  petulantly,  or  with  any  appear- 
ance of  aJs^rm^ — 

''  Conie^  Sirs,  there's  not  a  moment  to  be  lost, 
tbje*  bullets  have,  begun  to  take  the  air  already, 
and  the  de'il  a  bit  o'  luck  will  we  have,  an  we 
stand  idle,here!" 

.  These  words  were  hardly  out  of  his  mouth 
when  a  second  ball  struck  the  bows  of  the  boat, 
and,  glanced  very  near  the  feet  of  the  Princess 
I^erself.    Lord  Edward  looked  exceedingly  in- 
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dignant,  and  his  vexation  seemed  at  the  h^ht, 
as  he  stood  in  the  water^  with  a  pistol  in  each 
band,  unable  to  get  at  the  invisible  object  of  his 
vengeance.  Wentworth  and  himself  were  st^>- 
ping  into  the  boat  at  the  same  instant,  when, 
from  behind  the  rocks  whjch  they  had  just 
quitted^  uoconscioiis  of  the  presence  of  any  other 
human  beings  but  themselves  at  that  place^  a 
party  of  eight  men,   who  were  headed  by  the 

Duke  himself  and  Lord  H r*,  (two  of  that 

number)  rushed  into  the  water,  and  crying  out 
'^  In  the  Duke's  name !"  forcibly  hauled  back 
the  boat  upon  the  strand.  The  confusion  was 
now  general.  Lord  Edward  and  the  Count 
begged  the  Duke  to  witness^  that  while  they  re- 
spected his  person,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
preserve  their  own  safety^  and  then  discharging 
their  pistols  among  his  retinue^  without  any  other 
effect  than  severely  wounding  two  or  three  of 
them,  threw  themselves^  sword  in  hand,  into  the 
midst  of  them,  and  laid  about  them  with  the 
desperation  of  men,  more  eager  to  preserve  the 
precious  prize  in  dispute  than  their  own  lives. 
The  Duke,  assisted  by  Lord  H  ■  ,  now  seized 
tlie  insensible  Caroline,  and  having  raised  her 
from  the  boat,  were  cairying  her  off,  with  (some 
appearance  of  exultation ;  when  Wentworth,  who 
had  in  the  interval  been  employed  in  endea* 
voring  to  pacify  the  sailors  (for  they  said  **  they 
had  no  objection  to  fight  thirty  of  the  foreign 
gentlemen,  provided  it  was  all  regular,")  sprang 
upon  them,  and  throwing  the  nobleman  upon 
one  side^  flat  upon  the  strand,  and  his  .^ighiuess 
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'ttpon  the  other  (he  was  no  great  respecter  of  per- 
sons in  times  of  danger,)  once  more  seized  tiie 
second  Helen,  and  would  no  doubt  have  placed 
4)er  again  safely  in  the  boat,  but  that  he  receired 
the  contents  of  a  pistol  in  his  head,  and  fell,  with* 
out  sense  or  motion,  bleeding  most  profusely. 
The  Duke  had  drawn  his  sword^  and  with  pne 
iarm  supporting  his  daughter,  prepared,  even  at 
the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life^  to  punish  the  teme- 
rity of  those  who  had  dared  to  attempt  the  un- 
warrantable enterprize  of  carrying  her  off.  The 
aeanien  could  not  long  endure  the  sight  of  an 
engagement^  without  becoming  active  participa^ 
tors  in  it ;  and  they  therefore  now  ranged  them- 
selves  on  the  side  of  the  Count.  The  contest 
must  have  soon  ended,  in  consequence  of  their 
auxiliary  force,  but  one  of  the  parties,  which  bad 
been  stationed  on  the  road,  in  the  first  instance. 
Was  now  seen  galloping  full  speed  towards  the 
scene  of  battle.  The  small  retinue  of  the  Duke, 
animated   by  the  sight  of  their  friends,  closed 

around  him,  and  Lord  H ,  and  the  Princess, 

and  fought  with  even  redoubled  fury.  As  for  the 
Count,  his  desperation  seemed  scarcely  that  of  a 
huinan  being ;  it  resembled  more  the  fui^  of  a 
tiger^  roused  in  his  bloody  lair.  He  was  covered 
from  head  to  foot  with  wounds  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  in  return  his  sword  had  hacked  two  of 
the  Duke  s  guards  almost  to  pieces.  They  ex- 
pired before  the  detachment  of  horse  had  reached 
the  spoK  It  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  Ian* 
guage  to  describe  the  iiirious  and  vindictive 
^ageroesB  with  which  the  Count  endeavored  to 
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cut  his  way  tbroogh  the  oppo^qg  circle^  who 
kept  himaelf  and  Lord  £d\i^ard  at  bay.  Tlie 
numbers  were  altogether^  and  out  of  all  propor- 
tion, uneqiial;  for  the  party  of  jcavalry  made  the 
whole  number  of  those  who  fought  under  the 
Duke's  orders  eight  and. twenty  men.  The  cap- 
tain and  boat's  crew  were  only  seven^  and  con- 
seqaently  the  Count's  party  were  only  ten  in  all, 
including  Wentworth.  The  age  of  miracles  has 
long  ceased;  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  in  reason 
be  expected,  that  with  this  great  disparity  of 
force  the  conflict  could  have  been  much  longer 
sustained.  But  the  County  like  the  third  Richard, 
bad  staked  life,  fortune,  fafne^  hope  and  happi- 
ness upon  a  single  cast  of  the  die  I  Fortune  had 
declared  against  him,  and  nothing  was  left  htm 
but  perdition  I  Finding  that  not  a  single  chance 
of  succeeding  in  hia  desperate  object  any  loiter . 
existed ;  he  rushed  upcm  that  destruction  which 
was  now  the  last  solitary  object  x>f  his  wishes,  or 
has  4^res.  The  suicidal  frenzy  with  which  he 
prepared  to  meet  annihilation  was  so  self-evident, 
that  Lord  Edward  and  the  Scotch  captain  were 
compelled  to  exert  &eir  utmost  force,  and  to 
drag  him  into  the  boat.  The  mom^t  that  the 
Duke  perceived  the  hopeless  situation  of  die 
Count's  defenders  and  allies^  he  desired  the 
guards  to  cease  from  all  fivrther  hostilities^  and 
to  act  upon  the  defensive.  The  sailors^  as  well 
as  the  Couiit,  were  with  some  difficulty  restrained 
from  prosecuting  the  matter,  however,  to  the  last 
extremity.  They  reluctantly  obeyed  their  cap- 
tain's orders,  to  assist  in  placing  the  Count  in 
*•  3  b 
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the  boat,  and  having  seen  Lord  Edward,  who 
brought  off  the  dying  Wentworth^  among  them 
also,  they  pulled  down  the  river  in  the  direction 
of  Bi'emen,  with  all  the  speed  they  could  make; 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  Count  sometimes 
attempted  to  terminate  his  own  existence,  by 
endeavoring  to  snatch  from  Lord  Edward's  hand, 
one  of  his  pistols,  and  sometimes  by  making  an 
effort  to  throw  himself  out  of  the  boat,  the  whole 
party,  desperately  wounded,  one  of  the  seamen 
killed,  and  Wentworth  evidently  near  his  disso- 
lution, arrived  on  board  the  vessel,  early  the  next 
morning. 

After  the  vessel  had  set  sail,  having  first  taken 
on  board  a  sufficient  number  of  hands  to  work 
her  into  an  English  port,  the  greater  part  of  her 
original  crew  having  been  miserably  disabled 
during  the  late  encounter,  the  Count>  and  Lord 
Edward,  and  others  who  were  desperately 
wounded  were  immediately  attended  to;  and 
every  possiUe  medical  assistance  and  relief  ex- 
tended to  thdtn.  Poor  Wentworth  did  not  sur* 
vive  above  an  hour  and  a  half;  his  last  r^;ret 
was  that  he  should  never  return  to  repay,  upon 
the  heads  of  the  Duke's  guards,  all  the  havoc 
which  they  had  made  among  the  friends  and  fol- 
lowers of  the  Count.  The  Count  himself  preserved 
an  obstinate  and  gloomy  silence,  alike  inaccesst- 
ble  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  surgeon,  and  to 
the  friendly  representation  of  Lord  Edward — to 
every  thing,  in  short,  except  the  conversation  of 
the  dying  Wentworth,  who  expired  in  the  very 
act  of  bidding  him  fai'ewell . 
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Scarcely  had  they  committed  the  body  of  this 
gallant  fellow,  as  well  as  that  of  the  unfortunate 
seaman  to  the  deep^  when  a  tremendous  storm 
arose,  and  it  was  by  the  merest  accident  that  the 
vessel  was  able  to  live  through  the  raging  tempest 
In  order  to  preserve  her  through  the  gale,  it  was 
necessary  to  throw  overboard  her  guns,  stores^ 
and  every  thing  else,  which  could  in  any  degree 
lighten  her.  Notwithstanding  every  exertion^ 
however,  and  after  beating  off  and  on  for  nearly 
a  whole  day^  the  captain,  in  order  to  save  the 
vessel,  was  obliged^  with  great  dismay  and  alarm» 
to  shape  his  course  back  to  Bremen^  into  whic^ 
port  they  no  sooner  entered,  than  they  were 
boarded  by  abody  of  officers,  who  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  put  the  vessel  under  sequestration,  and 
to  make  prisoners  of  all  on  board.  Unfortu- 
nately the  news  of  the  alSair  of  the  preceding 
night  being  known  immediately,  (so  to  speak,) 
over  the  greater  part  of  Lenenbergen  as  well  as 

H r,  the  Duke  thought  himself  bound  to  give 

a  better  colour  to  the  matter,  by  procuring  it  to 
be  given  out,  that  an  attempt  had  been  clandes- 
tinely made  to  carry  off  the  Princess  by  someuit- 
known  rt^anSf  of  whom  all  that  could  be  learned 
was,  that  they  had  taken  shipping  at  Bremen. 
Accordingly  the  authorities  of  the  place  being  well 
aware  that  no  other  vessel  had  left  the  port  in  the 
interim,  lost  no  time  in  seizing  that  m  which  the 
parties  had  set  sail,  the  moment  she  unexpectedly 
put  back.  It  is  probable  that  his  Serene  High- 
nesst  by  reajson  of  his  former  intimacy  with,  and 
respect  for^  both  the  Count  and  his  Lordship, 
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had  not  intended,  believing  them  to  have  retained 
to  E ^d,  to  take  any  further  steps  in  the  busi- 
ness ;  but  the  zealous  vigilance  of  the  authorities 
at  Bremen  in  sending  him  the  prisoners  under  a 
strong  escort^  left  him  no  alternative.  Added  to 
this,  the  Princess  ^as  herself  in  a  most  alarming 
state ;  her  long  and  dangerous  swoon  having  been 
succeeded  by  fainting  fits  of  a  longer  or  shorter 
duration,  almost  without  intermission,  so  that  her 
life  was  pronounced  to  be  in  very  serioas  jeo- 
pardy. 

When  the  officers  arrived  at  the  Castle  of  Wol- 
fenstein^  they  found  the  Duke  almost  distracted ; 

the  journey  of  the  E commissioners  was 

necessarily  deferred^  and  must  await  the  indefinite 
period  of  the  Princess's  recovery,  whereas  that 
recovery  was  itself  considered  very  equivocal. 
It  is  perhaps  no  injustice  to  the  Dnke  to  suppose 
that  his  distress  of  mind  arose  rather  out  of  the 
precarious  aspect  of  the  most  cherished  object  of 
his  ambition,  liamely,  an  alliance  with  the  crown  of 
E — • — ,  than  from  a  deep  and  unaffected  concern 
— a  disinterested  tenderness  for  the  health  of  his 
daughter.  The  moment  he  was  acquainted  that 
the  Count  Caraffa  and  Lord  Edward  F.  were 
once  more  in  his  power,  he  gave  vent  to  his  dis- 
appointment and  irritation,  by  directing  that  they 
should  both  be  imprisoned  in  separate  chambers 
of  the  Spitz,  or  tower;  that  a  strong  guard  sbauld 
be  set  over  them  ;  and  that  they  should  ondei^o 
all  the  pains  and  privations  of  the  most  rigorous 
confinement.  His  orders  were  immediately  pot 
in  execution ;  and  it  seems  but  likely^  that  had 
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he  issued  thtm  upon  cooler  and  more  matare  de- 
liberation,  they  would  have  been  to  much  the  same 
effect;  for  so  long  as  the  same  territory  held  the 
Connt  and  his  daughter^  he  could  never  have  felt 
assured  that  the  Princess  would  be  secure  from 
future  attempts  of  a  similar  character. 

Upon  Caroline's  recovery,  she  was  severely 
questioned  by  the  Duke,  as  to  what  previous 
knowledge  or  share,  either  herself  or  the  Duchess 
had  had,  of  the  preparation  and  arrangements 
made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  her  off.  The 
answers  she  gave  to  him,  were  such  as  most 
satisfactorily,  he  declared  to  the  £ com- 
missioners, exonerated  every  member,  both  of  the 
Ducal  family  and  of  the  Ducal  household,  from 
all  suspicion  of  privity  to,  or  participation  in 
what  was  termed  *'  the  execrable  attempt  of  the 

Count   Caraffa." For  the  reader  may 

readily  imagine  it  was  not  possible  long  to  eon^ 
ceal  the  identity  of  the  noble  parties  in  this  affieur. 
Leaving  these  two' brave  but  unfortunate  noble- 
men for  a  little  time,  to  their  own  meditations  in 
the  deserted  tower,  we  must  revert  to  the  imme* 
diate  object  of  these  memoirs. 

In  a  very  short  space  of  time,  Caroline  waft 
sufficiently  recovered  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  her 
journey ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  advance, 
and  uninterrupted  successes  of  the  French  arms 

in  every  part  of  G f-y,  it  was  suggested  to 

the  Duke  that  it  would  be  the  height  of  rashn^s 
and  absurdity  to  allow  her  escort  to  set  out  from 
Lenenbergen  for  the  present,  as  the  whole  party 
most  run  a  very  serious  risk  of  falling  into  the 
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banda  of  the  eoemy^  The  Duke^  however,  was 
ideaf  to  every  repre^entatioD  of  the.  soit»  and 
iosisted  upon  their  immediate  departure.  The 
fondest  object  of  his  ambition  had  beea  already 
too  near  being  spatched  from  his  very  grasp,  to 
be  lightly .  exposed  to  the  occurrence  of  such 
another  accident.  They  did  accordingly  depart 
upon  their  perilous  jouruey^  and  without  recapit- 
ulatii^  to  the  reader  the  variety  of  instances  in 
/iprbich  they  experienced  but  hair-breadth  escapes 
firom  falling  into  the  power  of  the  French  aroay ; 
r^^ow  frequently  they  quired  an  iosignificant 
post-town,  or  village  by  one  route,  as  the 
Republican  troops,  entered  it  by  another; — on 
Ikow  oMiAy  occasions  it  happened  that  they  were 
o)>Uged  to  f  ojouro  incogs  at  different  stations, 
witil  they  could  ascertain  what  had  been  the 
ev^t  of  an  e^cpected  battle  between  the  f  rench 
^nd»  the  allies,  or  what  was  the  disposition  of 
tbdr  ibrces  throughout  those  parts  of  the  Con- 
iioent  ;~-and  how  circuitous  a  road  they  descri- 
bed till  they  could  reach  '  where  they 
embarked ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  record »  that  id 
consequence  of   the  disturbed   and  dangerous 

poeture  of  affairs^  they  did  not  arrive  in  £ 

iUl  the  month  of  April  in  the  ensuing  year. 

Before  we  close  this  eventful  chapter,  not 
only  of  our. ''  Memoirs,"  but  of  the  liifi^  of  the 
JfiLUBTRious  Caroline  herself,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  notice  one  or  two  facts  that  occurred 
Bubsequently  to  her  being  rescued^  (we  are  at  a 
/m^  what  else  to  call  it)  from  the  hands  of  the 
Count  and  Lord  Edward;   facts  tl^a^  we  ought 
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to  have  recorded  in  their  proper  place^  but  that 
do  not  seem,  by  reason  of  om*  accidental  oiliissiojii 
oi  them  then^^the  less  worthy  to  be  related  now. 
The  information  which  enabled  the  I>uke  to 
OTertake  and  surprize  the  fugitives,  was  given 
entirely  by  the  Margravine  and  the  Baronesses 
Von  Friesbach  and  Van  Orpeoton.  .  The  first 
intimation  that  his  Highness  received  of  the:  ap* 
proaching  danger,  was  conveyed  to  him  by  ihe 
latter  on  his  returning  from  the  walk,  that  hdni^ 

self,  with  the  Dnchem>  and  Lord  H' ,  had 

taken  to  the  Spitz.  The  Dake  wai^  for  at  once 
going  in  persoD  to  the  Bower,  and  defeating  the 
plot  by  his  immediate  presenee;  a  course  of 
proceeding,  undoubtedly,  that  would  have  been 
most  consistent  with  his  own  dignity,  and  witii 
propriety.  But  to  this,  the  artful  Van  Orpenton, 
who  had  conceived  a  violent  hatred  towards  the 
Count,  ever  sinceit  had  so  unequivocally  appeared 
that  hie  presumed  to  prefer  the  conversation 
and  tirtues  of  Caroline  to  her  own, — strenuously 
objected ;  niging  the  indelicacy  of  the  thing,  both 
as  it  might  involve  the  character  of  the  Duchess^ 
whom  she  acknowledged  to  be,  however;  an 
involuntary  and  unconscious  member  of  the 
party^  and  as  it  must  at  once  reveal  the  disgrai^^ 
ful  fact  of  the  Baroness  herself  havii^  been  a 
listener  and  an  informant.  Upon  the  whole^ 
therefore,  the  Duke  thought  it  would  be  the 
better  and  more  secure  method  to  intercept  their 
retreat.  He  accordingly,  in  the  most  secret 
manner,  summoned  a  Captain,  of  bis  guard  into 
his  closet^  and  deisired  him  instantly  to  dispatch 
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two  parties  of  ten  dmgoons  each', .  to  diffisrent 
parts  of  the  old  road^  leading  from  the  Spitz  to  the 
rhrer;    and  to  take  care  that  they  made  the  best 
of  their  way  thither,  shunning  the  park  altogether. 
These  orders  were  executed  within  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  .....  Having  once  ascertained  that 
there  existed  an  intention  of  carrying  off  the 
PrincesSi  it  was  easy  for  the  Barobess  to  conchide 
that  the  Count  and  his  friends  would  nerer  think 
of  Venturing  to  cross  the  country,  to  Bremen, 
one  way^  or  to  Bambro'  the  other;  and  of  course 
he  presumed  they  would  make  the  best  of  their 
time  by  having  a  boat^  or  vessel  of  some  kind, 
ready  provided  on  the  river.     The  reader  has 
seen  that  in  this  supposition  she  was  not  mis- 
taken:— her  next  step  was  to  persuade  Yon 
Friesbach  and  the  Margravine  to  keep  a  watch 
in  the  upper  chamber  of  the  tawer,  and  for  one 
of  them  to  dispatch  the  other  to  her  in  the 
shrubbery,  the  moment  they  might  happen  to 
perceive,  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  any  thing 
like  a  boat  upon  the  distant  river.    Here,  how- 
ever, they  would  have  been  completely  foiled, 
but  for  the  circumstance  of  the  tide's  drifting  the 
ship's  boat  hehw  the  ledge  of  rocksi  which  other- 
wise would  have  roost  effectually  screened  the 
crew  ; '  and  must  have  been  the  means  of  enabling 
the  Count  to  succeed  in  his  darii^  enterprize. 

Upon  the  Duke's  receiving  the  intelligence 
of  there  being  a  boat  upon  the  Aller,  -lying  to^ 
and  evidently  destined  to  carry  off  the  Count 
and  his  daughter,  he  was  at  .first  disposed  to 
take  no  further  steps  in  consequenccj  as .  con- 
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Qtdering  that  what  he  bad  alread  y  done  in  the 
way  of  precaution  would  be  sufficient ;  had  h^ 
persevered  iu  that  opinio u,  it  is  clear^  from  tb^ 
circumstance  of  Went  worths  having^dismountipdj 
and   induced   the  Count  and   his   Lordship  to 
make  their  way  through   the  little   intervening 
wood,  down  to  th^  rocks,  that  his  prey  would 
have  escaped  htm ;  that  the  Count  would  have 
got  clear  off  with  the  Priiicess :  as  the  Dragoons 
never  stirred  from  theii;  posts,  till  after  th^  firing 
had  begun.    Unfortunately  for  the  Count,  the 
Baroness    Van   Orpenton's    persuasions    again 
4Sticceeded;    and  as    the  Duke    directly  con- 
jectured that  the  desperate  foreigners  would  make 
choice  of  so  advantageous  a  concealment  as  the 
rocks,    he  sent    for  five  young    and  resolute 
officers  of  his  own  regiment,  in  whopi  he  confided, 
and  telling  them  to  repair  with  JUord  H-^  an^ 
Lord   P.  whither  those  Noblemen  might   lead 
them ;  he  determined  himself^  before  he  joined 
them,  to  go  silently  to  the  Bower,  and  satisfy 
liis  own  ears  that  the  Duchess  was  not  a  willing 
and  conscious  party  to  the  scheme.   It  happened, 
4hat  when  they  had  carried  the  fainting  Prin- 
cess into  the  Bower  in  the  first  iastauoe, .  Lord 
JSdward  and  the  Count  had  left  the  door  ^jar. 
The  Duke,  therefore,  had  not  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in .  dwtJncHy  hearing  every  syllable  that 
•was  uttered.      When,  he  heard  Lord  Edward 
-impljDriqg    the   Duchess's    blessing,    he    never 
doubted  that  hip  own  wife  was  a  party « to  the 
filot;  and  unable  to  restrjain  his  feelings,  was 
abaut  to  burst  in  upon  them,  when  his  Lord 
••       '  3  c 
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ship's  exclamation  of  '^  all  remonstrances  are 
yaib/''  convinced  him  that  tlie  I>ttchess  was 
opposing  some  proposition  or  other.  He  now 
Tenturedto  look  in  at  the  door.  Nothing  was 
distinctly  to  be  seen ;  what  little  light  the  moon 
threw  in  at  the  opened  door  and  at  the  window^ 
fell  directly  upon  the  pale  and  agitated  coun- 
tenance of  Caroline,  who  stood  opposite  to  tiie 
former.  'She  happened^  to  raise  her  eyes  at  the 
same  instant^  and  seeing  his  an^y  and  vindictive 
brow^  and  fiery  eye,  she  cfould  only  sbri^  but, 
'*  look !   look !"— and  fiinted  t— 

Notwithstanding  all  the  haste  whidli  his  H%b- 
tiess  made  from  the  Bower^by  a  diferent  |^all^ 
to  reach  ifhe  rocks,  at  the  same  tinm,  with  Lord 
Edward  and  the  Couift,  the  latter  arrived  before 
him ;  and  had  there  not  been  the  delay  of  two  or 
three  minutes  in  the  boat's  pulling  in  to  shorn, 
no  doubt  they  would  have  efibcted  the  carry itt|^ 
off  of  his  daughter.  The  secfuel  has  beeki  just 
narrated 

An  hbur  or  two  before  the  Princesses  final  de- 
parture from  the  Castle  of  Wolfenstein,  she  *wtte 
ddseted  with  the  Duk«,  when  the  latter  de- 
taanded,  whether  she  still  retained  any  satiti- 
in<N|it6  of^what  he  callied  prepesterous  regard,.^ 
a  nSUi  who  had  shewh  himself  so  utterly  destitute 
of  i>ritidp1e  ;->HSO  ungratefhl  for  the  lidspitftliCy 
of  the  Cbutt  of  HVoUeHsieita ;  and  so  utlevly  «ui- 
wort^y  of  ahy  tMkig  like  friendly  ijMNtfWt  or 
regard  on  he^  own  part?  The  reply  of  CaMlme 
was  at  once  sen^Ue  and  spirited' .  . .  .'  <^  Wbirt* 
?ver,  Sir,  (she  said)  may  be  the  destined  term 
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of  my  existeace,  I  hope  the  tenor  of  my  life  will 
prove  that  I  eiitertain  for  the  Gouot  (i|arafia^  a 
dec^p^  uiaaUerable^  undying,  ardeut,  and  enthu- 
siastic gratitude  and  esteem  T' 

<<  D m n!''  exclaimed  the  Duke ;  and 

at  the  same  instant,  with  a  single  furious  blow  of 
his  fist^  lie  dashed  into  ten  thousaxKl  atoms,  a 
rare  and  matchless  flower  vase  of  china,  that 
stood  upon  the  table^  and  which  had  been 
painted  by  the  immortal  Raffiatel  himself  :-r- 
**  wretched,  infatuated  girl  ! — what  madness, 
tvhat  folly  possesses  you  ?" 

^'  The  madness,  Sir^  of  a  heart  nojt  yet  tainted 
with  ingratitude;  the  folly  of  a  woman^  who^ 
while  ^er  reason  must  condemn  the  rashness  of 
tbo  County  has  generosity  enough  to  acknow- 
ledge that  to  him  she  is  indebted  forherpreserva^* 
tion  !''— 

"  Her  preservation  ?"....  muttered  the  Duke, 
unable  to  repress  his  extreme  amazement: — "  what 
new  extravagance  arewetohearnow,Madam?" — 

**  None^  Sir,  unless  you  may  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider as  such  the  miraculous  intrepidity,  which, 
upon  a  day  never  to  be  for^dttdn^  when  1  had 
the  honor  to  accompany  your  Highness  upon 
a  hawking  party  over  the  Devil's  Table,  pre 
served  me  from  beii^  precipitated  into  that  ter- 
rific abyss  that  yawned  to  receive  me .  • ,  .  1 
9ee,  Sir.  you  remember  it,  and  I  have  done."    . 

''  How^  Caroline,  was  it  indeed  the  Count  ?-t-« 
can  it  be- true?"  •  •  .  «  Caroline  explained  to 
her  father  evei;y  particular  of  the  ^  accident,;  as! 
she  bad  them  from  the  Count '  hin)self!     Th^ 
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Duke  listened  with  profound  attention,  and  when 
she  had  concluded,  remained  for  a  few  seconds 
absorbed  in  thought,  and  preserved  a  strict 
silence.  At  lengthy  with  an  oath,  he  exclaimed, 
*t  It  is  a  brave  fellow  after  all !" . . . .  He  rose  from 
his  ch'air^  and  conducting  Caroline  to  the  door, 
shobk  hands  veith  her,  and  kissed  her!  .  .  .  .  . 
It  was  the  last  time  she  ever  saw  her  father. — She 
reproached  herself,  in  her  owii  mind,  with  having 
replied,  something  too  petulantly  to  a  revered 
parent ;  she  wept ;  the  Duke  appeared  to  perceive 
all  that  was  passing  in  her  mind — ^he  again  kissed 
her ;  and  as  Caroline  heard  the  door  of  his  closet 
softly  close  after  him,  when  be  quitted  her,  some 
busy  but  unseen  monitor  seemed  to  whisper  to  her 
drooping  heart,  ''  Caroline !  thy  guardian  genias 
has  just  left  thee  !" — 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

However  impatient  our  readers  may  be,  now 
that  we  have  announced  the  arrival  of  the  Prin- 
cess in  L ,  to  be  informed  immediately  df  all 

the  particulars  relative  to  her  reception  at  the 
Court,  her  marriage,  &c.  &c. ;  we  consider  it  our 
imperative  duty  to  make  him  acquainted  with  the 
views,  enmities,  opinions,  and  conduct  of  that 
^emale  cabal,  to  which  we  have  so  frequently  had 
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occasion  to  advert,  as  most  materially  affecting 
the  happiness  of  the  Princess ;  and  also  to  shew 
by  what  means^  the  Baroness  Van  Orpenton  had 
managed  to  procure  that  information,  which  ena-^ 
bled  the  Duke  to  frustrate  the  enterprize  of  the 
Count  Garaffa. 

In  the  first  place^  it  seems  most  proper  to  speak 
upon  this  latter  point ;  and  that  may  be  explained 
in  a  few  words.  From  the  very  moment  at  which 
the  then  Colonel  Barham^  had  first  evinced  his 
decided  prefeYence  for  the  personal,  and  mental 
attractions  of  Caroline  of  Wolfenstein,  in  open 
disregard  of  the  unrivalled,  and  undisputed  cbann6 
of  the  beautiful  Baroness  Van  Orpenton,  the 
latter  conceived  not  Only  the  most  virulent  enmity 
to  the  unconscious  Princess,  (a  feeling  which  she 
shared  in  common  with  most  women^  who  have 
been  disappointed,  and  contemned  as  it  were; 
with  registrd  to  a  subject,  the  most  dear  and  prer 
cious  to  the  heart,)  but  became  actuated  by  a  dig- 
honorable  and  malevolent  curiosity,  to  inform 
herself  by  the  evidence  of  her  own  eyes  and  ears, 
of  every  sentiment  and  observation,  and  of  every 
action,  which  might  be  elicited  either  from  the 
Count,  or  the  Princess,  in  the  course  of  those  con- 
versations, which  she  could  not  doubt  they  would 
have  preferred  to  sustain  in  privacy^  and  of  which 
she  must  have  supposed,  they  believed  no  third 
person  to  be  a  witness.  The  abrupt  departure  of 
the  Count  from  Court,  after  the  first  nipture  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Duke,  withheld  for  some 
time,  the  desired  opportunity.  If  the  lovely,  but 
vindictive   Baronest?,  during  the  long    interval 
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whick  elaptted  between  that  oircutn  stance,  ancf 
his  onexpeeted  return  to  the  Castle,  had  ceased 
to  be  agitated  with  the  same  intense,  and  unwar- 
rantable  curiosity,  it  was  rather  to  be  attribated 
to  the  circumstance  of  no  persons,  havkig  subse- 
quently presented  himself  at  the  Gonrt,^  in  whom 
she  wished  to  excite  any  very  peculiar  interest, 
or  in  whose  favor  she  cared  to  contest  the  supe- 
riority of  attraction' with  the  Princess. 

Whan  at  length  the  Count  did  re-appear,  she 
felt  all  her  hatred,  and  all  her  anxiety  to  pry  into 
their  most  secret  Sections,  revivei  every  time  she 
saw  the  foreigner  and  the  Princess,  exchanging 
by  accident  a  few  words  together.  We  have 
already  shewn,  that  upon  two  .very  particular 
occairioiis,  she  was  disappointed  in  her  sangmne 
hope  of  becoming  an  unseen  witness  of  their  con- 
ferences ;  the  one,  in  consequence  of  an  observa- 
tion addressed  to  the  Princess  by  the  Countess 
St  Aubri ;  and  the  otiier,  by  reason  of  the  extra- 
ordinary, and  mysterious  prohibition  which  Ca- 
roline had  heard  addressed  to  her,  in  the  silence 
and  retirement  of  her  own  chamber*  But  the 
circumstance  of  the  letter,  whose  contents  the 
Baroness  had  been  so  nearly  enabled  to  peruse^ 
when  she  had^dMected  it  among  the  Persian  hya* 
einths,  had  gi ven«n  additioniEd  spurto  her  already 
resflees  engeroesii,  to  bd  fully  informed  of  every 
eKpreiBioniof4beyr;presumed  passion,  (she  never 
^owed  hemelf  to  doubt  that  smch  a  passion  ex* 
isled,)  that  might  pass  between  the  Count  and 
Hhe  Princess*  /Uponmore  than  one occa«on,  she 
^8S  compensated,  m  her  own  opinion,  for  hjer 


failure  iq  ,tiiat  iastence^  by  the  auccess  w\»€k 
utb^de4  her  vigUaiit,  and  unremittiiig  syMiem  ^ 
mformation^  and  espiamige.  By  these  m^aii^ 
she  had  been  enabled,  without  eviaciqi^  by.  any 
peculiarity  in  her  own  condoct,  her  possefitsiofi 
of  such  a  kDOwledge,  not  only  to  anticipate  the 
places^  and  times  of  meetings  when  these,  to  the 
parties  most  interested,  were  in  truth  mere  acci^ 
dental  contingencies,  but  also  to  be  present  a^ 
Iheni*  imobserved  and  unsuspected.  After  the 
departure  of  the  Count  from  the  masquerade 
she  flailed  to  her  mind  several  circumstances  in 
faisbeh^ viour,  peculiarities  of  voice,  and  so.on«  tili^t 
i^pnvinced  her  that  she  had  been  wiwittingLy 
48s^tipg  tjbe  Count  to  escape  from  the  dilemma 
in  which  h^T  questions  would  have  involved  him^ 
She  l^ad  already  remarked,  in  the  cowse  of  the 
ie^reaing,  thatihe  s^me  Troubadour  (about  whom, 
believing  him  to  be  the  Lord  Edward  F— ,she  had 
felt  littlei|itereirf^d, )  had  been  engaged  in  earnest 
conversation  with  a  blue  Domiao,  whom  ^e  was 
notlopg  in  discovc^riog  to  be^-^the  Princess  Ca<- 
refine.  This  ^unwelcome  discovery^  had  aroused 
her  jealous  vigilance  almost  to  madness,  and  a 
wholie  trp^in  pf  reflections  immediately,  ensued  in 
her  acf^ve,  and  comprehensive  mind^  .all  t^iending 
to  confirm  her  in  the  coDrviction^  that  some  wjoret 
aicb^iVe  was  bmag  agitated  in  the  breast  pf  the 
Coiint^  ar  els^,  that  it  was  ahseady  matured,  .and 
inad^'  kn4>wn  to  the  Princei^.  She  did  not 
chnosia  to  ^cpiniiiuQicate  her  mspiqions  to  the 
JEMitQ,;  until  she  thpught  them  confirrnqd  beyond 
th^.  pQ99#>ility .  pf .  doujbft. .  Concluding  at  oner 
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that  Lord  Edward  would  naturally  aid  and  assist 
the  Count  in  his  projects,  whatever  they  might  be, 
she  prevailed  upon  the  Baroness  Yon  Friesbach 
and  the  Margravine,  to  keep  that  sort  of  watch, 
with  which  the  reader  is  already  acquainted ;  and 
having  disjposed  of  her  scouts,  with  the  ability  of 
an  experienced  general,  she  repaired  to  her  own 
ambuscade,  near  the  Bower.  The  sequel  has 
been  shewn. 

It  may  naturally  be  asked,  wh4t  could  be  the 
objects,  views,  and  grounds  of  hostile  proceed- 
ing entertained  by  a  Femalb  Cabal,  when  the 
object  of  their  malevolence,  mal-practices^  and 
misconduct,  wats  a  woman  of  the  ikultless  cha- 
racter and  anriahle  temper  of  Caroline  of  Wol* 
i^nst^in.'    To  this  it  must  be  replied,  that  there 

were  in  the  Court  of  St.  J "  many  ladies 

whose  beauty  was  rather  more  unequivocal  than 
their  morals, — and  the  correctness  of  whose 
features  was  infinitely  less  questionable  than 
their  rectitude  of  conduct.  Among  these  the 
most  beautiful,  and  the  least  scrupulous^  was  the 

Honorable  Mrs.   V ,    who  was   distantly 

related  to  the  Baroness  Van  Orpenton.  Her 
influence  over  a  certain  individual  of  illustrious 
rank,  was  one  which  had  commenced  at  the  very 
outset  of  that  person,  upon  the  great  theatre  (^ 
public  life.  It  had  acquired  strength  in  propor- 
tion as  it  became  more  improper  and  more  mis- 
chievous ;  and  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  and  the 
society  of  many  distinguished  and  beautiful 
females  had  only  imparted  a  heightened  charm 
to  kn  attachment  that  had  scarcely  known  an 
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infaacy»  haviAg  Ueen  equally  mature  aind  ardisnt 
in  its  cprnmencemeot,  and  during  its  continuance 
through  a  long  period  of  time.  When  the  mar^ 
riage  of  this.illuatrious  Person  with  a  Prin<ie88 
of  the  House  of  Wolfenstein  was  first  discussed 

in  the  splendid  Court  of  L ,  there  was  more 

than  one  female  heart  in  that  brilliant  circle  to 
which  the  intelligence  was,  neither  grateful  nor 
indijQerent.     None  felt  so  acutely  on.the  subject, 

however,  as  the  Honorable  Mrs.  V ,  who 

anticipated  the  termination  of  an  influence  hi- 
therto unbounded,  and  an  attachment  which  had 
as  yet  scarcely  felt,  a  rivah  Great  was  her  mor- 
tification, therefore,  at  finding  its  very  existence 
threatened  by  the  dreaded  empire  of  a  woman  at 
once  lovely,  and  amiable,  and  a  wife !  The  policy 
of  the  state,  the  desires  of  a  great  and  glorious 
people^  the  wishes  of  the  best  of  fathers,  and  the 
most  virtuous  of  kings,  demanded  that  such  a  mar- 
riage should  be  solemnized ;  and  as  it  would  have 

ill  become  the  wife  of  the  future  Earl  of  J to 

have  manifested  any  other  feeling  but  that  of 
pleasure,  upon  an  occasion  which  elicited  the 
approbation  of  all  parties  in  the « kingdom^  she 
was  obliged  to  conceal  her  vexation  and  r^ret, 
and  to  haij,  with  tbe  semblance  of  joy  and  her 
good  wishes^  the  af^roach  of  an  event  which  sbe 
deplored  Jn  secret  with  tlie  bitter  tears  of  a  de* 
feated  wpman,  and  which,  in « truth,  she  hailed 
with  the  Ungracious  wishes  of  a  mistress,  wh09ft 
empire  is,  dissolved,  whose  spells  are  broken 
before  the^  exulting  triumph  of  k  legal .  au A  de*- 
tested  rival. 

"  3d 
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It  was  in  vain  to  expect  either  comolatioii  or 
relief  from  the  exercise  and  manifestation  of  an 
honorable  and  open  enmity  to  the  favored  object 
of  her  dislike;  and  she  did  not  hesitate  for  a 
moment  to  resort  to  acts  of  the  vilest  character, 
and  most  gnilty  complexion^  to  accomplish  the 
infamous  purposes  of  her  vindictive  hostility; 
acts,  which^  while  they  have  stained  the  name  of 

^dy  J with  indelible  infamy^  have  (Nroved 

but  too  successful  in  poisoning  the  happiness^ 
affecting  the  reputation^  and  embittering  the 
existence  of  a  calumniated  Princess^  an  afflicted 
mother^  and  an  injured  woman !  Tbe  reader  will 
have  but  too  many  occasions  to  r^et^  in  perus- 
ing the  subsequent  sheets  of  these  Memoirs,  that 
every  accusation  which  malice  could  inv^it, 
falsehood  fashion,  or  impudence  allege,  has 
been^  since  the  days  of  Lady  J  ■  ■  ,  insidiously 
brought  forward,  and  TRIUMPHANTLY  RE- 
FUTED ! 

In  the  conduct  of  the  notCHious  Lady  D  ■  #, 
we  may  contemplate  with  disgust  and  horror, 
the  incredible  and  boundless'  excesses  in  which 
a  flagitious  female  may  be  tempted  to  indulge 
herself,  in  denouncing  the  fair  fome  and  nnsni- 
Ued  parity  of  an  innocent  and  illustrious  woman^ 
when  the  bitterness  of  her  malice  is  vented  in 
untruths  so  gross,  that  it  is  impossible  to  describe 
them  otherwise  than  by  the  strong  and  coarse 
term  of^ — aggravated  lies; — ^when  she  comes 
forward,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  worid,  depo- 
sing shamelessly  and  unblushingly^  to  charges  of 
"criminal  indeqency^  so  flagrant  and  enormous^ 
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that  tbey  would  confer  additioDal  infamy^  even 
upon  the  most  abandoned  prostitate ! ! ! 

Bnt  to  return  to  Lady  J ; — she  had  lost 

but  little  time  in  writing  over  to  her  friend,  the 
Baroness  Van  Orpentoo,  to  solicit  every  inform* 
ation,  as  the  latter  had  acknowledged  to  the 
Count  at  the  masquerade^  relative  to  the  cha- 
racter an4  manners  of  the  Princess  of  Wolfen- 
stein ;  and  in  the  unreservedness  of  her  friend- 
ship^ she  had  confessed  to  her  friend  her  dissatis- 
&ction  aud  alarm  at  the  projected  marriage, 
lliis  letter  arriving  much  about  the  time  at  which 
the  Baroness  had  conceived  a  violent  irritation 
against  the  Princess^  fortune  seemed  to  have 
offered  t^o  favorable  an  opportunity  for  the  exer^ 
cise  of  her  spleen  and  ill-nature,  to  be  neglected. 
The  Baroness  Van  Orpenton  immediately  con- 
ferred with  the  Margravine,  the*  Baroness,  and 
Madame  S  ■  ,  who  were  all  actuated  by  feel- 
ings of  equal  animosity  against  the  Princess,  by 
reason  of  the  marked  displeasure  which  Caroline 
had  found  it  absolutely  necessary,  even  upon 
jmblic  occasions^  to  testify,  of  tbehr  conduct  and 
pursuits,  and  the  rductance  which  she  could  not 
hdp  manifesting,  to  participate  in  their  conver- 
sation or  amusements.  It  may  readily  be  pre- 
wmed  that  no  prudish  species  ef  affectation 
had  called  for  so  severe  and  direct  a  reprehen- 
sion, from  a  woman  so  amiable  and  unassuming 
as  the  Prindess  was ;  it  may  therefore  be  enough 
to  say,  that  that  licentiousness  of  morals  with 
which  the  recent  revolution  in  France  had  cursed 
and  deluged  the  Continent^  had  been  favorably 
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spoken  of^  and  ^vas,  it  was  very  generally  under- 
stood, privately  permitted,  if  not  practised^  by 
the  Ladies  in  question.  It  would  be  inconsistent 
with  our  plan^  and  with  the  limits  we  have  pro-* 
posed  to  ourselves,  to  enter  into  any  further 
explanation  upon  this  head,  but  we  shall  observe^ 
that  the.  Baroness  Van  Orpentou  was  unfortu- 
nately gifted  with  a  most  retentive  memory; 
and  to  tliis  single  circumstance,  may  with  great 
probahiUty  be  attributed  the  rooted  aversion, 
which  she  fever  continued  to  .entertain  for  the 
Princess. 

It  had  happened  two  or  three  years  before, 
that  the  Princess  had  received  a  billet^  left  at  the 
Castle  by  some  unknown  messenger,  which  was 
addressed  only  in  the  words  ''  Por  my  Princes8>'^ 
but  sealed.  Several  ladies  were  with  her  at 
the  time,  and  among  them  the  Gonntess*  St. 
Attbri ;  and  many  observations  were  exchanged, 
in  a  good-humored  and  playful  manner,  occa- 
siobed  by  tlie  singular  circumstance  of  Caroline  s 
reoeiviiig  so  suspicious  a  lookiogltote. '  Caroline, 
blushing  involuntaril  y  at  the  insinuation;  although 
made  ooly  in.  joke,  immediately  tendered  the 
note  to  h^r  friend  the  Countess,  observing,  that 
in.  order  to  prove  her  ignorance  of  its  contents^ 
she  would  request  St.  Aubri  to  read  it  aloud  to 
the  company.  This  being  done,  it-proved  to  be 
no  other  tlian  a  billet  doux  from  the  Count 
Latour;  but  unfortunately  '^my  Princess/'— also 

proved to  be  the  Baroness  Van  Orpenton  1 

Whatever  were  its  contsnt8,'two.tliiiig8were  clear ; 
first,  that  lovers,  when  they  choose  upon  the 
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otitside  as  well  as  in  the  interior  erf*  their  letters^ 
to  elevate  the^"^'  ladies  of  their  loves^"  to  the 
rank  of  '^  Princeesesj"  ought  to  remembet  i\mt 
it  may  very  reasonably  happen,  that  half  the 
world  may  not  be  aware  of  the  new  dignity  of 
the  ladies  in  question;  and  that  uninstructed 
messengers  may  be  apt  to  deliver  notes  so 
directed  to  those^  whose  births  the  favor  of  the 
sovereign^  and  the.consent  of  allthe  world,  have 
created  or  recognized  as  *' Princesses/'  in  the 
usual  sense  of  the  word.  Thus  it  happened  in 
the  present  case.  The  valet  of  the  Couiit  Latour 
was  no  stranger  to  the  passion  of  his  master  for 
the  Baroness,  having  repeatedly  been  the  carrieir 
of  letters  and  trinkets  between  them ;  '^  and  for 
divers  other  good  and  sufficing  reasons^"  in 
the  language  of  the  law.  Latour  having  gone 
out  early  one  morning,  left  the  unfortunate  billet 
we  speak  of  upon  his  escrutoire,  choosing  to 
direct  it,  in  a  moment  of  ardor  and  of  fondness^ 
**For  my  Princess."  Louvel,  his  valet,  was  a 
shrewd,  clever,  and  obsequious  Frenchman,  and 
valued  himself  moreover  upon  his  discernment; 
but  this  poetical  flight  of  his  master's,  soared 
above  his  vulgar  coitiprehension,  and  taking  the 
superscription  in  itS' literal  meaning,  he  delivered 
the  paper  to  the  Princ^ess's  tire-woman,  desiring 
it  might  be  put  into  her  own  hands. 

The  other  result  of  this  unlucky  affair,  was  a 
temporary  quarrel  between  Van  Orpenton  and 
Latour ; — while  the  Baroness  in  public  or  private^ 
could  not  conceal  her  chagrin  and  vexation;  and 
from  the  Princess's  parties,  it  was  remarked,  she 
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No  exertion  was  spared  by  them,  no  inflnence 
unsolicited  or  practised,  no  threats  abstained 
from,  no  patronage  unapplied,  to  the  ^ide  and 
general  dissemination  of  their  malevolent  and 
infamous  slanders ;  and  if,  with  the  ^eat  majo- 
rity of  a  free  and  mighty  people,  the  reputation 
of  Caroline  of  Wolfenstein  still  survives  clear 
AND  UNSPOTTED,  tried  by  adversity,  and  proved 
by  a  rigorous  enquiry,  it  is*  a  circumstance  not 
attributable  to  any  retractions,  Or  to  any  com- 
punctions on  the  part  of  her  defamers ;  bat  is 
infinitely  rather  to  be  traced  to  the  native  troth 
and  purity  of  innocence ;  for  innocence,  under 
the  most  fiery  ordeal,  like  the  uncoiisumable 
Asbestos  in  the  furnace,  does  but  whiten  amidst 
scorching  flames: 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

*'  The  castle"  in  which  Lord  Edward  and  the 
Count  were  confined,  was  one  of  small  dimen- 
sions ; — the  tower^  in  reality,  however  colossal 
its  walls  and  materials  were,  was  barely  large 
enough  to  accommodate^  with  room,  two  indivi- 
duals, whose  rank  demanded  any  additional 
Vrivileges^  over  and  above  those,  in  G— ^ y. 
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altotled  to  thift  common  vulgar.'  Th6  «uFgeoh 
who  attended  the  two  unfortunate  friendg,  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  a  gentleman ;  and,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  Lord  Edward,  he  took  upon  himself 
to  direct  the  seijeant  major,  under  whose  custody 
they  were  confined^  to  perforate  the  fldoring  of 
one  apartment,  and  of  course^  the  roofing  of  the 
other,  in  order  to  allow  them  the  opportunity  of 
conversing  unreservedly  together.  This  proved, 
in  some  sort,  a  solace  for  the  worst  privation  of 
all,  save  that  of  liberty; — viz.  the  privation  of 
seeing  each  other  frequently. 
'  Although  the  Count  availed  himself,  with  as 
much  alacrity  as  his  enfeebled  frame  and  des*- 
perate  wounds  would  allow  him,  of  this  facility 
of  conversing  with  his  attached  and  faitMul 
friend  and  partner  in  affliction,  the  latter  dis- 
cerned with  extreme  r^et,  that  ever  since  the 
disastrous  night,  which  terminated  so  fatally  and 
so  violently,  the  Count  had  evidently  abandoned 
himself  to  the  last  excesses  of  despair.  He 
never  spoke,  but  in  the  tone^  add  with  the 
tranquil  solettmity,  of  a  man  who  expects  his 
dissolution  every  moment,  and  has  prepared  to 
meet  it.  As  far  as  the  ear  could  judge^  cheer- 
fulness, the  most  transient,  had  quitted  him  for 
-ever ;  since  the  borrors  of  one  awful  night,  no 
smile,  it  might  be  supposed,  had  ever  lightened 
up  his  heavy  brow!  The  current  of  his  soul,  to 
^udge  by  the  few  ivords  which  he  addressed 
^through  the  floor  to  Lord  Edward,  was  stagnant. 
It  retained  no  longer  one  particle  of  its  former 
vivacity ;  or,  if  it  yet  manifested  an  iota  of  irrita- 
>'  3e 
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tion,  it  was  a  slight  expresskm  of  impalieiice 
at  the  long  delay  of  his  last  moment !  Nothing 
could  be  more  painful  to  the  feelings  of  Lord 
Edward  than  this  circumstance ;  but  in  propor- 
tion as  he  exerted  hiipself,  the  spirits  of  his  friend 
grew  calmer^  indeed^  but,  if  possible^  still  more 
desponding. 

.  It  should  be  obseryedj  that  by  an  excess  of 
severity,  the  prisoners  were  supplied  neither  with 
books,  nor  with  writing  materials ;  nobddy  came 
to  converse  with  them;— 4hey  were  chained  in 
such  a  position,  that  they  could  but  barely  see  out 
of  the  narrow  windows,  or  loop-holes  rather,  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  world  in  which  they 
existed,  but  from  whose  commerce  they  were 
excluded.  The  overpowering  monotony  of  this 
kind  of  being,  had  almost  proved  fatal  to  the 
vivacious  Lord  Edward ;  he  had  found,  indeed, 
the  remains  of  a  pencil,  with  which  the  Princess, 
most  probably,  had  been  accustomed  to  trace 
.her  sketches; — and  this  proved  an  invaluable 
.  treasure,  as  he  could  scribble  ''  od  libilum^^  over 
tlie  walls  of  his  prison,  and  so  beguile  a  few  of 
.  the  tedious  hours,  which  are  a  part  of  the  bitter 
curse^  of  captivity  1 — But  in  the  mean  time,  the 
.restless  enei^y  and  activity  of  his  Lordshqp's 
mind,  was  silently  consuming  his  bodily  firame. 
Decay  grew  every  hour  more  visible  and ,  ihore 
dreadful  in  its  approaches ;  and,  no  doubt,  but 
for  the  circumstance  which  led  to  his  speedy 
emancipation,  would  have  anticipated  the  violent 
.  fate  which  awaited  him,  in  the  course  of  four  or 
fire  short  years  afterwards^    One  morning  he' 
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WW  awakened  aurly  out  of  a  brolt^eo  slumber,  by 
the  man  who  scted  id  the  capacity  of  .his  gaoler,, 
and  directed, hia  ironB  bang  kaocked  off,  tome. 
This  he  did  with  Uie  utmost  tranquility,  Eiltfaough,. 
from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  he  could  opt 
helpconsideriDghis  doom  decided,  and  his  disso-, 
lution  at  hand ;  for  he  directly  imagined  that  the 
Duke  had  ^ther  resoWed  to  inflictan  exemplary- 
vengeance  upon  his  head,  in  order  to  prove  to  his 
illnstnoas  son-in-law,  that  what  had  occurred  in 
the  Count  Caraffa's  business,  was  altc^etber  with- . 
out  his  knowledge  or  participation ;  or  else,  that 
he  had  yielded,  at  length,  to  the  pressing  repre- 

sentiUions  of  the  £ Commissionerfi,  and  had 

determined  to  give  him  up  to  them.  He  was 
conducted,  in  silence,  by  a  guard  of  twenty  men, 
with  whom  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  exclrange  a 
single  word,  so  strict  had  been  their  orders  to  ob- 
serve implicit  silence,  down  to  the  very  spot  where- 
the  fatal. encounter  between  the  Duke  and  the 
GottBt  took  place.  Upon  arriving  there,  they  found 
the  boat  of  a  firemen  vessel  in  waiting  to  recerre- 
him,  and  he  was  accordingly  transfen-ed  into  it 
with  some  cerraaony,  but  with  the  same  unbroken 
taciturnity. 

When  Lord  Edward  arrived  on  hoard  the  ves- 
sel, he  found  her  to  be  commanded  by  an  honest 
Dotchmaa,  whom  he  had  before  been  well  ac- 
quainted with,  fmd  with  whom  he  had  often  pas- 
sed and  rqnssed  between  England  and  Holland. 
The. Dutchman  taking  him  down  into  his  cabin, 
sooaeased  him  of  all  his  fears,  upon  the  scor 
of  his  preeeni  destinatiott,  by  informing  him  tt 
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he  (the  captain)  had  received  liw  ordeis  penoo*' 
ally  from  the  Dyke  himself.  They  were  aimplj 
to  GOnirey  Lord  Edward  to  aiiy  part  of  the  Eogi* 
Hsh  or  Irish  coasts,  to  which  his  Lordship  worid 
wish  to  direct  his  course.  After  the  first  greet- 
ings between  them  Were  over.  Lord  Edward  com- 
menced the  difficult  task  of  attempting  to  asake 
a  Dutch  Skipper^  enter  into  all  the  sentiment  and 
Warmth  of  a  pure  and  disinterested  friendship. 
The  Dutchman  stared  with  surprise/ and  was  so 
affected,  that  he  even  removed  bis  pipe  from  his 
mouthy  to  express  bis  astonishment  at  the  extra- 
ordinary proposal  made  to  liim  by  his  Lordship. 
The  latter  was  altogether  unable  to  endure  the 
thonght-of  leaving  his  friend,  the  Count,  to  lan- 
guish in  captivity  and  misery,  while  he  faiaiseif 
accepted  an  honorable  security^  and  effected  an 
ingkniom  escape.  His  great  and  generous  soul 
revolted  at  the  idea  ofleavingbimtohis  frite,who 
had  fought  so  gallantly  by  his  side,  and  with' 
when!!  he  had  participated  all  the  hopes,  the  fears, 
the  dangerSf  and  the. wounds  of  a  desperate -en*- 
terpriae,.  while  he,  leooveied  from  his  suftsings, 
unscathed^  unhurt^  was  permitted  to  return  to  the 
land  of  his  fathers.  Danger  had  not*taBghtb]m 
prudenoe,  nor  had  failure  prodnced  deiBf>air.  Lord 
Edward  was.one  and  the  same  man  to  the  last  and 
most,  violent  hour  of  his  eventful  ezistence. 
He  projftis^d  the  Skipper  and  his  crew  die  most 
splendid- rewards^  which  the  heedless  liberality  of 
bis  character  could  suggest,  or  bis  ample  means 
bestow ;  if  they  would  at  the  dead  of  m^t,  convey 
him  to  apart  of  tl^  river  not  far  from  therocjcsa 
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wbkh  we  have  been  compelled  so  frequtotly  to 
meatioDi  and  there,  leaving  their  boat^  accompany 
bim  to  the  tower^  and  at  once  effect  the  liberation 
of  the  Count  Carafia. 

But  the  Dutchman,  though  friendly,  was  wary ; 
and  bis  men,  fond  as  they-were  of  money^  valued 
their  lives  yet  more ;  they  had  not  the  courage, 
adequate  to  ai)  undertaking  replete  with  perii  and 
difficulty.  It  was  in  vain  that  Lord  Edward  re-r 
presented  to  the  Skipper,  that  they  were  almost 
certain  of  success ;  that  the  vigilance  of  the  ^^rd. 
would  be  relaxed^  now  he  was  no  longer  in  cos- 
tody,  becmise  the  Count  was  mangled  with 
wounds  of  so  painful  and  alartniug  a  description, 
that  his  keepers  well  knew  they  had  nothing  tO; 
apprehend  from  his  attempts,  tp  regain  his  free- 
dom ;  io  vaJbi  was  it,  that  with  all  the  ^oquence 
of  romantic  generosity,  the  young  nobleman  ex^ 
paliated  upon  .the  good  and  noble  action  they, 
should  have  the  pleasure  of  perfiurtning,  tn .  /re* 
leasing  a  gallant  and  unfortunate  soldie^r,  from 
the  bitteniess  €ii  imprisonment,  liord  'Edwafd' 
nemarked  with  disgust,  that  whenever  he  omitted 
to  tnefition  itioney,  the  Dutchmen,  one  and  all> 
cesumed  their  pipes,  testified  a  more  than  usual 
degree  of  indifference,  and  walked  away  witb 
hearts  as  s^iseless  as  their  enormojus  breeches^ 
Findi]^  that  h^  could  make  no  impression  upon 
<^Hi  favourable  to  his  own  views^  and  that,  spite 
of  all  his  efforts  .to  rouse  the  languid  energies  ol 
their  doll  souls,  which,  appeared  to  him  to  have 
no  grtoter  vivtidity  n<Mr  spirit  in  them  than  « 
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trackschnyt^  creeping  doti^n  the  muddy  waters  of 
one  of  their  own  sleepy  canals ;  they  evidently  eon* 
sidered  a  few  ounces  of  tobacco  much  preferable 
to  the  merit  of  doing  a  brave  and  kind  action,  be 
desisted  from  the  hopeless  task.  Five  guineas, 
howev^r^  *^  ofglittering  gold,"  placed  in  the  palm 
of  the  Skipper's  hand,  appeared  to  have  something 
like  an  electric  power  in  them  ;  iso  manifest  was 
tiie  shock  (it  did  not  appear  to  excite  any  painful 
sensation,)  that  the  Dutchman  absolutely  dropped 
his  pipe^  and  it  has  been  affirmed,  that  the  gold 
even  drew  sparks  ■      of  pleasure  from  his 

eyes !  Lord  Edward^  availing  himself  of  this 
state  of  things,  and  having  determined,  all  other 
m^aus  thus  failing,  to  attempt  the  rescue  of  the 
Count,  alone  and  unattended,  easily  induced  the 
Skipper  to  consent  to  remain  in  the  Port  of 
Bremen,  even  in  the  event  of  a  fiiir  wind  spring- 
ing up ;  and  he  further  directed  a  part  of  his 
crew,  to  row  his  Lordship  up  to  that  pointy  on  the 
banks  of  the  Aller^  where  he  wished  to  be  landed. 
The  whole  party,  therefore,  consisting  of  bis  Lord- 
ship, four  men  to  pull,  and  a  cockswain,  arrived 
at  the  place  of  destination  near  midnight,  and  his 
Lordship,  in  order  to  guard  i^inst  all  sur- 
prizes, instructed  them  to  lay  to  at  a  great  dts* 
tance  from  the  shore^  and  not  to  return  till  one 
hour  had  elapsed.  The  naoment  he  <  found  him-* 
self  arrived  upon  the  toad  leading  to  the  tower, 
he  proceeded  with  considerable  vigilance  and 
caution.  From  the  lateness  of  the  houTj  how- 
ever, it  was  not  very  likely  that  lie  shonld  meet 
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.^ith  any  iatenruptioDt  and  he  soon  entered  the 
dark  and  gloomy  copi^e  of  firs  in  vphich  the 
tower  was  embosomed. 

He  advanced  to  the  base  of  this  ancient  relic 
/of  iMurbarian  strength^  and  he  looked  up  at  the 
narrow  loop  holes  which  supplied  the  place  of 
windows^  in  order  to  ascertain  wbetKer  any 
lights,  or  other  signs  of  human  habitation,  were 
to  be  discerned; — ^but' there  were  none;  and  td 
judge  by  Uie  profound  silence  of  the  place»  one 
would  hare  supposed  that  those  who  might  be 
within^  were  indulging  themselves  in  the  Uuury 
of  undisturbed  repose^  since  they  had,  in  the 
mcTrniog,  been  released  from  the  chaige  of 
watching  over  the  most  active  and  vigorous  of 
their  two  prisoners.  It  was  a  dark  night, 
and  the  moon  did  not  afford  a  very  favorable 
light  for  the  execution  of  his  Lordship's  arduous 
task.  He  listened  at  th^  little  wicket,  but  he 
heard  not  the  slightest  noise  or  sound  within, 
except  the  wind  whistling  down  the  circular 
steps,  by  which  you  ascended  from  one  chamber 
to  another.  There  was  something  in  this  pro- 
found silence^  more  alarming- than  the  sudclen 
discovery  of  an  increased  guard  even ;  for  Lord 
Edward  was  not  long  in  concluding  that  there 
was  some  design  in  it;  that  his  attem]^  had 
been  anticipatedi  and  that  they  who  were  within 
were  in  readiness  to  seize  him,  and  inflict  upon 
iiim  the  signal  Tei^ance  of  the  Duke.  !^t  he 
liftd  come  prepared,  and  when  once  prepared 
.he  was  unalterably  resoWed,  to  rescue  the  C/punt^ 
or  if  he  failed,  to  sell  his  life  dearly  as  pos- 
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mble;  He  liHtened  for  some  Httf e  time  longer, 
iHit  was  equally  unftaccessful  in  catehing  even 
the  remotest  signal  of  human  exiatelice.  Curl- 
osity^  his  detenAined  purpose,  the  fate  of  his 
friend,  the  perilous  situation  in  which  lie  stood, 
'  and  the  value  of  ev^y  fleeting  moment^  prompted 

hiiti  to  commence  operations  instantly He 

put  his  bands  oii  the  doOr,  intending  to  push  it 
open,  when,  to  his  no  small  astonishment,  he 
found  it  already  half  opened ;  he  hesitated  for  a 
'moment^  ...  he  was  resolved !  He  entered  the 
hall,  where  stood  the  venerable  ancient  altar :  a 
light  in  a  lamp,  which  was  placed  up<m  a  rdugh 
and  hastily  constructed  table  in  the  centre, :  ex- 
hibited  liie  temporary  arrangements  which  had 
been  made  for  the  sleeping  and  accommodation 
of  the  absent  guard.  There  were  several  blankets, 
knapsacks,  &c.  left  in  great  disorder  upon  three  or 
four  military  chests,  which  seemed  to  h^ve  been 

substituted  for  bedsteads.    On  the  alt&r, 

the  strange  reverse  of  time  and  fortune ^tbere 

were  a  few  flasks  of  wine,  sotade  ham,  breads  and 
cheese.  This  last  circam6tatice  struck  him  in 
90  ludicrous  B  li^t,  tfaathecouM  bot  fotbear 
laughing  aloud.  The  laugh  was  hoboed  by  the 
vaulted  roof  with  a  reverberation  and  an  un- 
earthliness  of  sound,  which  were  at  once  paitfAil 
and  appalling  to  the  ear.  A  deep  silence  suc- 
ceeded, and  Lord  Edward  was  aroused  ffbto 
the  reverie  into  which  he  had  IklFen;  by  E'tnonrn^ 
fut  and  long-drawn  iHgh,  which  appe^ir^  fea 
OTOcefefl  from  the  chamber  over  head:  ahd' pre- 
itiy  he  heard  the  rttttling  t>f  e^me  chaiQB.--*He 
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coold  dotibt.  no  longer ;  it  must  be  indeed  the 
Count, — ^no  sentinels  seemed  to  be  nigh^  and  he 
conld  not  but  flatter  himself  that  he  was  the 
destined  iustrament  of  the  Count's  emancipa* 
tion  !  He  seized  the  lamp  from  the  altar^  he 
descended  behind  it^  and  rushing  up  the  well 
known  steps^  he  arrived  at  the  massive  door  of 
the  second  chamber.  He  applied  his  ear  to  it,  he 
heard  the  bitter  sighs  following  in  quick  succes-^ 
sion.  The  door  was  guarded  from  without  with 
bolts  and  bars ; — ^tbey  were  undrawn  and  pulled 
down  by  him  in  an  instant. 

^^  Hush,  hush.  Count !"  skid  he^  as  he  slowly 

opened  the  door ;  *'  fear  not,  my  friend  !  F 

comes  to  release  you !  Liberty,  my  fine  fellow, — 
liberty  is  at  hand,  and  in  an  hour  you  may  laugh 
at  the  old  Dukef' 


■ ^Jodge  of  his  amazement ! 

''  Who  comes  to  taunt,  and  to  upl^aid  me  ? 
Where  are  your  executioners  ?  where  you  tor- 
ments? give  me  death ;  it  is  the  only,  the  last 
boon^  I  crave!  He  is  safe,  and  now  beyond 
your  power!  Thus  can  I  despise  the  worst 
your  vengeauce  can  inflict  upon  me !"  .  .  .  . 

"  A  woman,  by  heavens !"  exclaimed  Lord 
Edward,  with  almost  bi^athless  wonder.  He 
adTanced  with  the  lamp^  and  he  saw  chained  to 
the  ground^  frenzy  in  her  eye^  and  desperation 

in  her  manner *  Bertha  I    She  looked  at 

him^  and  her  recollection  and  collectedness  re- 
turned at  pnce. 

"  How/'  said  she  in  a  whisper,  which  formed 
a  striking  contrast  with  the  rapidity  and   vehe- 

"  3f 
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mence  of  her  recent  exclamation : — "is  h  the 

brave  and  generous  Lord  Edward  F-r ,  who 

has  again  risked  life  and  liberty,  within  onlj  a 
few  hours  of  his  own  liberation,  to  attempt  the 
rescue  of  his  noble  friend  the  Count  Caradfa? 

Fly  !  fly,  my  Lord,  or  you  will  have  cause 

to  repent  your  unexampled  rashness,  and  your 
unrivalled  attachment.  The  guard  will  return 
here  almost  directly^  and  should  you  be  again 
surprised, — first  your  freedom,  next  your  repu- 
tation, then  your  honour  and  your  friends ;  and, 
lastly,  your  estates,  your  life,  and  your  good 
name,  will  be  sacrificed  to  the  boundless,,  and 
implacable  hatred  of  your  Lordship's    deadly 

foes,  P ,  and  I.1 y  ;  but  above  all,  to  the 

unsparing,  smooth-faced,  and  remorseless  trea- 
chery of  that  traitor  to  his  country,  C !" 

"  Never,  by  Heavens,  never !"  replied  his  lord- 
ship, unable  to  control  the  iudignant  feeling, 
which  the  mention  of  those  names  excited  in  his 
bosom !  "  From  this  day^  I  never  part  with  free- 
dom, but  with  my  life !  But  these  chains,  look  ! 
you  are  free  from  them !  Not  a  moment  is  to  be 
lost !  rise  up,  and  follow  me !" 

Bertha  looked  her  thanks,  she  was  too  over- 
powered by  her  gratitude,  and  the  suddenness  of 
the  action,  to  utter  even  a  single  word^  but  obey- 
ing his  commands,  with  a  sort  of  mechanical 
exactness,  she  did  arise,  and  followed  him  into 
the  hall.  There,  by.  his  desire,  she  assumed  Ojife 
of  the  soldier's  military  cloaks,  and  quitted  the 
gloomy  tower.  The  night  still  contintied  exces- 
-lively  dark,  and  the  wind  howled  along  their 
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path.     She  clung  to  the  arm  of  Lord  Edward, 
and  was  sometimes  unable;  for  a  few  seconds,  to 
proceed .     His  danger,  however,  seemed  to  inspire 
her  with  more  fear^  and  with  more  ammation, 
than  her  own.     She  requested  him  not  to  mind 
her  temporary  fatigue,  recalled  her  spirits,  and  in 
fine,  kept  up  with  him,  till  they  arrived  at  the 
waters  edge.      Their  lone  and  midnight  path 
was  not  crossed  by  any  accident,  nor  disturbed 
by  the  intrusion  of  any  unwelcome  witness  to  their 
fearful  expedition.     Arrived  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river,  they  concluded  that  the  appointed  hour 
had  not  yet  expired,  and  they  waited  in  anxious 
expectation  for  the  approach  of  the  boat ;  but 
their  eager  ears  were  not  saluted  with  any  other 
sounds,  but  the  dashiug  of  the  waves  and  the  howl- 
ing of  the  gale ;  until,  after  sometime,  when  they 
imagined  that  they  distinctly  heard  the  dip  of  the 
distant  oars :  as  the  boat  approached  the  shore ; 
they  listened  with  all  the  intensity  of  two  indivi- 
duals, who  knew  that  before  them,  on  the  waves^ 
were  hope  and  liberty, — ^behind  them,   on  the 
land, — ^imprisonment  and  death !    At  length  it 
approached^  it  neared^  it  grounded  on  the  beach  I 
His  Lordship,  with  his  fair  companion^  were  soon 
seated  in  it,  they  pushed  off,  and  had  not  pulled 
far  down  the  river  before  they  saw  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  tower,  torches  and  flambeaux  moving 
in  every  direction.    The  boat's  crew  renewed 
their  exertions ;  every  nerve  was  strained ;  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  vedsel  itself,  (in  whicji 
they  were  to  sail,  on  their  arrival  at  firemen,  and 
on  board  of  which  they  had  safely  arrived,)  was 


404  THE  ROYAL  WANDEREa  i  0E» 

under  weigh,  and  ou  her  voyage  to  the  coast  of 
Inland w  During  their  passage^  which  occupied 
a  coinsiderable  time,  the  mysterious  Bertha  dis* 
cloBcrd  to  iiis  lordship  the  whole  history  of  her 
extraordinary  life ;  the  events  of  which  had  con- 
nected her  destiny  in  some  sort,  with  that  of 
the  Go  lint  Garaffa;  some  explanations,  which 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  her  appearance  in  the 
hut  of  the  miners  of  the  forest  of  Lienaren,  and 
for  her  entering  into  the  household  pf  the 
Duke  of  Wolfenstein,  as  a  domestic,  before  her 
appearing  at  the  Gastle,  in  the  character  of  the 
£rl  King's  daughter. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

It  was  in  the  cabin  of  the  Twee  Gebrofeders^ 
that  Bertha  MuUer  commenced  the  history  of 
her  life^  in  the  presence  of  Lord  E^dw^rd^  and 
the  Dutch  Skipper,  the  whole  conviersittioii  being 
in  French;  Bertha^  frequently  intienioift^  by 
the  sad  remembrances  of  heir  early  diays ;  J^ord 
Edward  listening  to  her  recital,  with  all  imi^« 
naUe  eagerness  ;;and  the  Dutch Capt^.l|il99elf| 
being  so  far  interested  in  her  story,  as  to  n^^ 
fest  at  tinges  a  sort  of  attention  approaching  ^ftlmost 
to  interest    She  proceeded  as  follows ; 

'<  My  name  is  Bertha  Midler;  I  was  bom  at 
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Wemar,  in  the  territory  of  Lenenbergen;  about 
two  aiid  twenty  years  ago.    My  father,  was  an 
eminent  merchant  of  Hamburgh,  where  H^eac* 
quired  an  immense  property,  upon  the  interest  0f 
which  he  lived  with  no  inconsiderable  splendor* 
at  Wemar ;  a  town  of  which  he  was  the  chief 
magistrate.     I  lost  ray  mother  before  I  had  at* 
tained  my  tenth  year ;  she  was  a  native  of  the 
south  of  France,  and  was  generally  considered  to 
be  eminently  beautiful.     1  had  never  any  fault  to 
reproach  her  with  siqce  her  death,  or  to  attach 
to  her  mode  of  education,  save  only  the  ill- 
judged,  and  constant  partiality  and  preference 
which  she  manifested  towards  her  own  country- 
men, to  the  exclusion  of  almost  every  other  com- 
pany, save  that  of  my  father,  myself,  iamd  my 
beloved  brother,  Ernest  Adolf.     But  this,  unfor- 
tunately^' was  a  foible,  which  was  productive  of 
all  that  misery  and  suffering,  whtcb^has,  my  Lord, 
unhappily  been  my  portion,  ever  since  the  time  at 
which  I  first  began  to  need  a  mother's  warnings, 
and^  a  iniother's  protection.    Among  those  who 
were  most  frequent  in  their  attendance  upon  her 
parties,  was  the  young.  Marquis  de  Pontighac, 
a  nobleman  of  extremely  |)r<^po8sessing  manners, 
and  of  rather  a  handsome  person,  but  w^ose  mo- 
rals were  as  profligate  and  dissokite^  as  his 
exterior  was  pleasing.     He  had  served  with  some 
distinotioB  in '  the   war  between  America  and 
England,  and  om  his  return  to  France,  where  a 
report  had  been  generally  circulated  and  believed, 
of  his  dealfb  at<  the  battle  of  ^uhker'^  HHI,  he 
found  the  heir  at  law  ^  his  estates,  already  in 
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possession  of  them.  '  The  intruding  tenant  was  a 
man  of  considerable  influence  at  the  Court  of 
Versailles  ;  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  he  could  eject  him  from  the  violent  and  un- 
just possession  of  his'  property.  Upon  coming 
to  the  estates  in  question,  he  found  them  so  im- 
poverished and  reduced  by  ruinous  bonds  and 
mortgages,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
remain  in  France  any  longer,  with  a  splendour 
becoming  his  rank,  and  consistent  virith  the 
dignity  of  his  ancient  family.  Jt  was  in  vain  that 
he  petitioned  the  king,  for  Louis  himself  was  not 
free  from  the .  imputation  of  having  connived  at 
the  expensive  ^nd  iniquitous  excesses  of  his 
favorite,  so  long  the  unjust  possessor  of  the 
Marquis's  estates.  Finding  that  he  could  obtain 
no  redress  whatever,  he  left  France  burning  with 
indignation,  at  the  injustice  of  a  court,  which  was 
willing  enough  to  lavish  its  own  protection  and 
the  property  of  others,  upon  a  worthless  favorite ; 
but  which  refused  to  render  even  common  justice 
to  those,  who  had  not  only  fought  and  bled  in 
the  defence  of  that  very  monarch,  but  who  were 
also,  the  lawful  and  undoubted  possessors  of  that 
same  property.  The  Count  had  in  his  youth  led 
a  dissolute,  and  expensive  life ;  his  military  pay 
was  totally  inadequate  to  his  compion  expences ; 
and  with  all  these  confirmed  habit^  of  extrava^ 
gance,  he  had  become  needy,  and  desperate  in 
proportion.  Thus  situated,  retrenchment  became 
a  matter,  not  of  choice,  but  of  necessity. 

''His  proud  spirit  could  not  brook,  however, 
the  fiwcied  humiliation  of  liviiiig  in  France,  upon 
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a  limited  and  confined  scale ; — he  therefore 
sought  to  bide  the  imaginary  disgrace  of  economy, 
in  a  foreign  country.  For  this  purpo^,  the  evil 
destiny  of  our  family  conducted  him  to  Wemar, 
where  he  shortly  after  took  up  his  residence. 
Do  not  imagine,  my  Lord,  that  any  thing  which 
I  am  about  to  say,  attaches  to  the  personal 
character  or  honor  of  my  mother.  Calurnny 
never  breathed  an  imputation  upon  either ;  and 
although  this  single  acquaintance  of  her's,  was 
destined  to  give  a  color  to  her  future  life,  yet  the 
only  moral  evil  which  it  caused,  was  that  of 
detaching'  her  from  the  religion  and  the  prc" 
judicea  of  her  forefathers.  The  Marquis  bad  not 
been  long  in  Wemar,  before  he  came  to  pay  his 
respects  to  my  father,  as  the  principal  person  of 
the  place.  Pleaised  with  his  elegant  deportment* 
my  revered  parent  pressed  him  to  repeat  his 
visits :  a  request  which  he  lost  no  time  in  com- 
plying with.  It  soon  appeared  that  the  Marquis 
de  Pontignac,  had  entered  deeply  into  all  the 
mischievous  projects,  and  wild  and  mysterious 
schemes  of  a  society  of  men  who  then  deluged 
the  Continent,  but  Grermany  in  particular ;  who, 
under  the  mask  of  Free-masonry^  broached  the 
most  abominable  doctrines  which  impiety  could 
invent,  treason  propagate^  or  assassination  exe- 
cute. In  the  meanwhile^  he  had  laboured  hard, 
as  I  have  since  understood,  and  with  but  too 
much  success,  in'  underminipg  every  religious 
iehet^  which  my  mother  had  been  formerly 
known  to  profess.  This  was  a  circumstance 
which  caused  my  father  serious  uneasiness;  but 
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it  was  one  also,  which,  gave  liim  lens  paio  than 
it  might  otherwise  hare  done, — ^less  perhaps  than 
it  ought  to  have  done, — because^  be  felt  per* 
fectly  assured  that  no  new  speculations,  do  new 
notions  of  moral  or  religious  obtigatioai  could 
ever  effect  a  change  in  the  pure  and  ardent 
passion^  which  she  ever  entertained  for  him ; 
and,  indeed,  a  happiei*  pair  than  my  f^her  and 
mother,  had  never  been  seen  by  the  good  people 
of  Wemar.    When  I  tell  your  Lordshtp,  that 
upon  her  death-bed,  which  is  now  about  twelve 
years  since,  she  expressed  her  conviction  of  the 
ruinous  and  miserable  tendency  of  the  system, 
which  the  Marquis's  repeated  conversations  bad 
impressed  upon  her  mind^  and.  tbat  she  profeased 
her  vnlling^  and  entire  return  to  her  former  reli- 
gion^— ^you  will  wonder  what  should  make  it  at 
thia  distance  of  time,  a  subject  of  such  extreme 
distress  and  regret  to  me,  tbat  she  should-  ever 
have  listened  to  the  insidious  conversations  of  a 
professed  and  accomplished  atheist.     But,  un- 
fortunately, the  same  lessons  bad<  been  by  bim, 
endeavored  to  be  instilled  iivto  &e  minds  of  my 
brother  and  myself.    My  brotlimf  was  ibe  com- 
panion of  bis  morning  rambles,  and  I  was  the 
object  of  his  evening  lecture,  till  1  bad^  ceased 
4o  think  about,  or  feel  interested  in,  tiiose  lesser 
cares  which  are  generally  the  occupation  tii  a 
female  mind^  and  had  devoted  myself  t6   the 
mystic  study  of  an  unintelligible  morality ;  and 
unluckily  for  us  bolh,  by  the  time  that  I  coui4 
well  comprehend  the  mischief,^  my  mother  was 
^o  more ;   and  my  &ther,  as  he  grew  older,  felt 
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all  his  foDdneu  for  commerce  reviving,  so  thai 
instead  of  endeavoring  to  withdraw  tis  from  the 
pernicious  consequences  of  evil  instfuction^  he 
had  become  entirely  occupied  with  the  care  of 
employing  his  ample  fortune,  to  the  best  and 
speediest  advantage.  We  were  repeatedly 
warned,  by  anonymous  letters,  of  thd  dangerous 
enemy  to  our  peace  of  miiid,  that  we  harboured 
in  the  person  of  the  M&rquis.  My  father  was 
a  good  tempered  easy  man,  and  remarkable  for 
nothing  more,  than  the  total  abseuce  of  9us« 
pioion  from  his  character.  He  either  burned  the 
letters,  or  shewed  them  to  the  Marquis  himself, 
to  prove  his  confidence. 

^'  Things  remained  in  this  state  for  some  years. 
The  house  and  lands  of  the  opulent  merch^Uit, 
Muller,  were  known  and  spoken  of  all  over 
Germany.  He  continued  to  live  with  the  same 
hospitality  and  magnificence,  which  have  pro- 
cured him  (engriaved  upon  a  medal  which  was 
struck  in  honor  of  him,  by  order  of  the  Han^e 
Towns,)  the  surname  of  ^*  the  generous.**  1  re- 
member well  the  first  evening,  upon  which  my 
father  remarked,  with  a  degree  pf  painful  surprize, 
the  absence  of  the  Marquis  from  our  usual  even- 
ing concert.  The  strict  and  unvaried  intimacy 
io  which  they  had  long  lived,  had  made  it  a 
matter  of  no  small  astonishment,  that  the  Mar- 
quis should  stay  away  even  for  a  single  evening. 
He  demanded  of  Ernest  whether  he  had  seen 
the  Marquis  that  morning) — to  which  my  brother, 
then  about  twenty  years  of  age^  replied  with 
some  confusion,  and  with  a  disregard  of  truth 

»■  3o 
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yoang  'men  6f  splendid  talent,  but  unfortunately 
of  the  same  way  of  thinking  in  regard  to  rett* 
gious  matters,  with  Emest  himMlf,  the  promising 
'pupil  of  the  Marquis  de  Pontignae.  The  indi- 
vidnali  who  had  beeo^  as  they  conceived,  so 
ridiculous  and  so  absurd,  ais  to  give  himself  up 
kt  his  time  of  life;  vrtth  his  property  ^  expectations^ 
and  character,  to  the  service  of  the  pulpit,  entered 
the  room,  and  took  his  station  near  the  table  at 
which  Diderot  and  his  infidel  companions,  my 
brother  among  the  rest,  were  sitting.  Shocked 
by  the  bold  impiety  and  blasphemous  declare* 
tions  of  their  opinions,  the  gentleman  removed 
to  another  comer  of  the  Oaf&;  But  the  others^ 
determined  that  he  should  not  edcipe,  contimred 
to  annoy  him  by  removing  also  nearer  to  hiin. 
As  they  continued  their  indecorous  conversation, 
it  was  impossible  for  the  other  party  not  to  per- 
ceive the  insult.  He  did  perceive  it^  and  de- 
termined to  resent  it.  He  accordingly  demanded 
an  explanation,  ilvhich  vras  refused  i^— high  words 
raisued^  especially  between  £mes{  and  the  French 
gentleman,  and  they  adjonraed  to  a  lonely  place 
in  the  neighbourhood,  followed  by  two  of  the 
others,  who  took  upon  them  to  act  as  seconds, 
in  order  to  settle  the  dispnte  by  the  sword, 
^fter  a  few  passeK,  Bmest,  making  a  desperate 
lounge,  mn  the  Frenchman  through  the  body^ 
^who  instantly  fell,  and  desiring  Ernest  to  make 
the  best  of  his  way  out  Of  th<^  dominions  of  the 
King  6f  France,  and  telling  him  that  he  enturdy 
'fergA^  him,  he  «kpired  oh  the  ispot  I  My  Brother 
went  on  to  tell  me,  that  ikear^h  having  been  for 
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newly  the  last  twelve  months  imremittingly  made 
for  him,  by>  the  friends  and  kindred  of  the 
deoeasedj  they  had  at  length  succeeded  in  dis- 
covwing  that  he  resided  within  the  territories  of 
the  Dnke  of  Lenenbei^n.    The  war  bad  not 

then  broken  ont  between  France  and  G y^ 

and  as  he  feared  that  from  the  good  understand- 
ing whieh  then  subsisted  between  his  most 
Christian  Mi^esty,  the  King  of  France,  who  htul* 
greatly  interested  himself  in  the  affair,  and  the 
Dnke,  be  had  prevailed  upon  the  Marquis  to 
ret>afr  to  France^  in  order  to  exert  his  best  in- 
fluence, so  as  to  hush  up,  if  possible,  this  aflhir. 
The  last  time  I  had  seen  the  Marquis^  was  there- 
ft>re,  when  he  was  preparing  to  set  out  upon  his 
Ftench  expedition ;  and  I  little  imagined  at  that 
moment,  what  was  the  ^  reason  of  the  extreme 
earnestness  with  which  my  brother  bid  him 
**  Farewell."  But  thai  day,  lipon  which  he  gave 
me  the  other  particulars,  he  made  me  acquainted 
widi  the  contents  of  the  letter,  i4rhich  he  had  so 
positively  refused  to  shew  his  Father:  they 
were  to  this  effect: — that  the  Marquis^  upon 
his  arrival  at  Lyons,  had  discovered  that  the 
family  aggrieved  was  that  of  his  bitter  enemies ; 
■  ■  "the  House  of  Soligny; ^tbat  the  de- 
ceased was  no  other  than  the  brother  of  that 
very  man  who  had  intruded  himself  into  1^ 
poasession  of  hii  property ;  and  that  the  favor  of 
the  French  King  was  again  extended  to  a 
family,  fh>m  whom  he,  the  Marquis,  had  received 
60  tflany^  and  such  galling  wrongs.  Pleased 
vrith  the  discovery,  the  Marquis,  it  appeared,  had 
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deliberately  contrived  a  plan  of  the  most  refined 
and  exquisite  tevenge,  which  the  imagination  of 
men,  or  the  rage  of  monsters  eyer  could  c^meem. 
Having  been  introduced  under  an  aasBOBed 
name  to  the  family^  he  put  in'  practice  everj^ 
means  which  he  thought  rodst  likely  to  secore 
their  good  opinion.  Francas  de  Sbligny  was 
the  sole  heiress  and  future  repreaentAtive  of  an 
aocient  and  mighty  family.  Her  manners  were 
simple  and  artless^  almost  to  a  d^ree  of  childiahh 
neas,  though  she  was  then  in  h^  dghteeiitfa 
year  ;-^she  had  been  all  her  life  educated  in  the 
rigorous  discipline,  add  utter  seclusion  of  a  con- 
vent,— ^aud  the  wide  world  waisi  no  theatre  fbr 
her  uoassumiog  virtues.  Tb^  rank  she  was 
called  on  to  spstain^  was  not  a  rank  calculated 
to  leave  feelings,  ao  retired,  so  modest,  a&d  yet 
so  romantic  as  her's  unmol^ed  6r  ui^qd;  nor 
was  the  company  which  bet*  dignities,  her  birth, 
and  her  fortunes  called  around  her,  that  which 
was  best  suited  to  habits^  contemplative  to 
excess  ;-^to  a  soul  endiusiastic,  and  totally,  un- 
sophisticated by  the  cofamerce  of  the  .world  ;  or 
to  opinions,  whichy.  while  they  weve  the. general 
o&priog  of  spotless  truth  and  canj^or,  Mfeif)^  at 
the  same  time  at  variance  with  the  sentitnenta^ 
the  conduct,  and  (he  mann^^rs  of  the  world  w 
gjsneral ;  and  were  also  calculated  to  make  her 
unsuspecting  innocence. a  prey  to  the  artfol  and 
to  the  designing.  ! 

''  Accordingly  every  art  and  every  stratagem, 
which  a  mind  bent  upon  the  ruin  d  virtue,  could 
put  into  practice  for  the  purposes  of  seduction^— 
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was  resorted  to  witli  assiduous  and  unprincipled 
industry^  by  this  bad  man !  Need  I  relate  to 
your  Lordship  the  melancholy  sequel  ?  Need  1 
inform  you,  tbat  all  these  infamous  practices, — 
proved  at  length  but  too  successful  ? — And  that 
the  innocent  Soligny  fell  a  victim  to  the  base  and 
perfidious  villainy  of  an  accomplished  reprobate! 
Flushed  with  the  success  of  his  black  and  insi- 
dious schemes,  the  Marquis  was  preparing  to 
return  to  Wemar,  when  the  vengeance  of  an 
offended  cousin  of  the  unfortunate  Soligny,  who, 
in  the  first  pangs  of  her  remorse,  had  thrown 
herself  into  a  nunnery  and  taken  the  veil, — over- 
took him  in  the  raid  career  of  his  iniquity  ! — De 
Pontignac  was  compelled  to  fight,  and  received 
no  less  than  five  several  wounds  in  his  body, 
and  although  one  of  them  had  injured  the  lungs^ 
he  had  yet  been  weak  enough  to  listen  to  the 
flattery  of  his  surgeon,  who  assured  him  that 
there  was  no  danger  to  be  feared  from  either  of 
them; — and  it  was  to  this  effect,  that  he  had 
written  to  ray  brother.  Your  Lordship  will 
believe,  that  I  did  not  lose  so  favorable  an 
opportunity  to  impress  upon  my  broth er*f; 
mind,  the  melancholy  termination  of  those 
new  doctrines,  which,  under  the  disguise  of  a 
purer  system  of  morality,  were  calculated  not 
only  to  produce  a  total  disregard  of  the  most 
sacred  ties  and  obligations  of  friendship  and 
kindred  ;  but  also  to  entail  irreparable  misery 
and  distress,  upon  all  those  families  that  were 
80  unfortunate  as  to  come  within  the  sphere  of 
their  operation.     My  brother,  however,  stilt  re- 
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mained  obstinately  wedded  to  his  favorite  system, 
and  soon  after  became  acquainted  with  a  young 
Prussian  Colonel^  whose  name  was.  Frederic 
Alten.  This  new  connexion  of  his  happened  to 
be  yet  more  enamoured  of  the  poisonous  doc- 
trineS)  which  were  daily  and  e^ictensively  spread- 
ing themselves  over  every  part  of  Europe. — 
Shortly  after  this  event,  information  reached 
Wemar^  that  the  Marquis  de  Pontignac  had  died 
of  his  wounds.  My  father  was  much  affected 
with  the  intelligence,  but  it  only  attached  him  the 
more  strongly  to  Colonel  Alten,  whose  manners 
frequently  reminded  him  of  those  of  the  Marqiiis. 

And  for  myself^  my  Lord, ."    Here  Bertha^ 

who  had  been  for  some  time  sustaining  an  arduous 
struggle  with  a  variety  of  emotions,  was  at  length 
overcome,  and  burst  into  tears.  Lord  Edward 
immediately  advanced  towards  her,  and  endea- 
voured to  console  her.  Her  situation  was  evi-* 
dently  increased,  by  the  idea,  that  two  of  the 
other  sex  were  witnesses  to  it.  For  one,  how^ 
ever^  she  need  not  have  entertained  much  ap- 
prehension, because,  to  say  the  truth»  the  Dutch 
Skipper  had  gone  fast  asleep.  Lord  Edward 
liaving  endeavoured^  by  every  possible  and  gen- 
tlemanly attention,  to  restore  her  to  some  degree 
of  tranquility,  she  thus  proceeded  with  her 
history, — 

^^  I  acknowledge,  my  Lord^  that  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  Colonel,  were,  to  me,  so  many  spells 
of  powerful  fascination;  I  listened  to  what  he 
said^  when  present,  with  devoted  eagerness;  I 
^welt  with  rapture  upon  the  remembrance  of 
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what  he  had  uttered,  when  he  was  absent;  and 
in  bonclosion,  1  found  that  my  heatt  was  no 
longer  in  my  own  keeping.  He  had  not,  how- 
ever, ventured  to  make  any  declaration  to  myself, 
till  a  grand  f&te  which  was  given  at  the  Castle  of 
Wolfenstien,  and  to  which  my  father,  my  brother, 
the  Colonel,  and  myself,  were  invited,  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  so  doing.  My  father,  how- 
ever, 1  was  certain,  would  be  most  averse  to  the 
match,  by  reason  of  the  great  disparity  of  our. 
fortunes  ;  aud  I  was  still  undecided  as  to  what 
means  I  should  pursue,  to  conciliate  my  father's 
favor  towards  our  intended  union,  when  the  sud- 
den irruption  of  the  French  arms  upon  all  sides, 
into  Gwmany,  Flanders,  and  the  Netherlands, 
and  particularly  their  infamous  extortions  and 
plondelrings  at  Hamburgh,  deprived  my  father 
of  the  larger  half  of  all  his  property,  which  was 
pricipally  vested  in  specie,  and  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  the  bankers  in  Hamburgh.  The  whole 
country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Wemar,  wa» 
depopulated  and  laid  waste,  by  the  unsparing 
and  ferocious  rapacity  of  the  invaders  of  my 
native  land.  iThe  peasants  who  resided  on  my 
lEather's  property,  were  carried  away,  trained  to 
the  exercise  of  arms,  and  forced,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  to  fight  against  their  countrymen 
and  r^atives.  Our  granaries  were  burned,  our 
horses,  cattle,  moveable  property,  even  to  the 
forniture  of  the  diateau,  being  all  swept  away 
in  the  general  ruin  of  a  single  night.  It  is  need- 
less to  detain  you  with  a  description  of  the  kor- 

"  3h 
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rors  of  that  war.  Ev^ry  one  knows  that  private 
property  and  public  faith,  were  equally  sacrificed 
before  the  progress  of  an  army,  whose  march  wass 
tracked  with  crimes  and  cruelties,  and  rapine, 
till  then  unhefird  of,  in  the  annals  even  of  war 
itself.  .  T  know  not  that  I  should  say,  that  we 
were  even  then  utterly  ruined^  neither  did  my 
father  think  we  were.  Considerable  fonds  still 
remained  to  him  at  Hamburgh,  but  the  immediate 
prospect  was  lerrible  indeed.  We  were  threatr 
ened  on  one  side  by  the  enemy,  on  the  other  by 
poverty,  and  want,  and  death  !  To  reach  Ham-^ 
burgh,  appeared  a  task  that  would  be  for  some 
time  impossible  of  execution;  the  intervening 
country  between  that  place  and  Wemar^  being 
entirely  occupied  with  French  troops.  Our  prin« 
eipal  disitress^  however,  arose  from  the  absi^nte 
necessity  that  we  were  under  of  concealing  tbose 
who  should  have  been,  and  .wIk>  wished  to  be, 
our  defenders ;  and  out  principal  diflkulty  was 
the  preservation  of  the  secret  of  their  c<mceal- 
ment.  Every  day,  or  every  nighty  raUier,  we 
were  compelled  to  alter  the  hiding  place  in  which 
they  bad  foimd  security  the  night  befprf^^  )est  my 
brother  awl  the  Colotiel  shpiUd  hRve  been  jdis^ 
covered,  and  forded^  under  the  penalty  of  deatli, 
to  enliei:  into  the  service  of  the  French  Republic^ 
and  to  act  in  immediate  bosJility  to  their  .qwn 
laws,  government,  and  Priocet  iLuckilyi  th« 
distresses  of  the  times  did  not .  permit  us  tf}  Fe- 
tain  any  servants,  they  wfere  alt  torn,  aifs^r 
from  vA ;  and  had  they  remained  with  us^  they 


MEMO!  RS  OP  C AUOtrNB.  4 1  p 

would  have  only  proved  faithless  spies  and  in«- 
formers. 

**  Weary,  at  length,  of  their  long  and  inglorions 
inactivity,  the  two  friends  one  day  informed  me 
that  they  were  determined  to  quit  Wemar  without 
delay.  They  were  sure  that  my  father  and  myself, 
they  said,  would  be  safe  and  unmolested  in  the 
chateau,  the  moment  that  they,  who  wer6  the 
sole  object  of  the  enemy^s  vigilance  and  jei&Iotisy, 
should  have  left  it.  It  was  in  yaih  that  I  re- 
presented to  them  our  helpless  condition,  our 
defenceless  state !  For  the  first  time  in  my  life, 
f  accused  my  brother  of  unkindness  to  myself, 
and  ingratitude  to  his  aged  parent,  virho  he  wad 
thus  about  to  leave,  unprotected  and  alone,  to 
the  fury  of  licentious  and  victorious  troops.-— 
He  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  my  remonstrances ; 
he  spurned  my  profiered  hand!  Yes!  the  bro- 
ther, who,  for  so  many  years  had  been  my  friend, 
adviser,  and  confidant;  rudely,  n£iy^  unkindly,  re* 
jected  my  petitions,  and  left  lis  to  our  fate,  fiis 
last  wordjs  at  parting,  were,  indeed,  memorable 
ones,  and  1  heard  them  with  a  kind  of  foreboding 
sadness. 

'*  My  country,'*  said  he^  ''is  ruined!  her  cause  is 
hopeless !  And'  shall  t  stay  here  to  swell  the  tri- 
umph bf  the  foe,  and  to  wither  calnily  And  cOn-. 
tentedly  into  a  peasant-like  insignificance,  amidst 
the  general  wrecl^  of  all  our  fortuhe's  t  jlSetter  be 
the  captain  of  a  robber  troop,  and  4t  least  enjoy 
the  satisfaction  of  carrying  something  lil^e  deso- 
lation and  revenge  into  the  territory  of  an  unsus- 
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pecting  enemy^  or  to  visit  the  wrongs  of  a  nation 
like  this,  upon  straggling  detachments  of  their 
armies  I  Farewell,  Bertha,  if  we  meet  again  some 
pk(the  sufferings  of  Germany  will  have  been  well 
avenged  ! — ^if  not,  never  doubt  that  many  a 
French  invader's  blood,  has  dyed  the  soil  upon 
which  your  brother  falls !" 

*^  I  could  not  speak  for  my  tears ; — ^he  rushed 
up  to  my  father's  chamber,  in  a  state  of  frenzy, 
and  falling  on  his  knees,  he  demanded  in  a  hur- 
ried tone,  that  he  would  give  him  his  blessing, 
(as  our  custom  stil  I  holds  in  Germany.)  1  saw  our 
venerable  sire  place  his  reverend  hand  upon  his 
head,  an,d  give  him  his  benediction !  My  brother's 
great  heart,  noble  as  it  was,  melted  at  this  unex- 
pected and  instant  acquiescence  in  his  prayer, 
and  he  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears, — the  first,  and 
last  I.  ever  saw  him  shed ; — for  I  never,  never, 
saw  him  more !  (As  soon  as  her  own  tears  had 
subsided,  and  her  affliction  would  permit  her, 
she  proceeded.)  About  a  week  after  the  depar- 
ture.of  my  brother,  (an  event  which  the  pious 
disposition  of  my  father  enabled  him  to  bear,  vnth 
truly  christian  resignation  and  fortitude,)  1  was 
sitting,  by  myself  upon  a  terrace,  which  was  be- 
hind the  chateau,  and  which  overlopked  the 
whole,  of  tb?  beautiful  plains  of  Wemi^,  when  1 
heard  beneath  me,  the  sound  of  voices  in  conver- 
sadon,  and  1  immediately  distinguished  one  of 
them  to  be  tHji^t  of  Colonel  AltenI  one  of  the 
straqge  voices,  addr^sing  him,  said,-— 

*'What  time,  Colonel? — ^name  the  hour?" — 
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*'  At  sunset  T'  replied  Alten;  *'  I  doubt  not  we  ^all 
find  tbem  both  in  the  little  chapel  near  the  terrace 
aboi^e  tts ;  while  some  of  you  secure  the  plunder, 
which  yet  remains'  in  the  bouse,  and  which  I 
assure  you  is  still  considerable^  it  shall  be  my 
care  to  secure  my  owu  inestimable  prize,  the 
pretty  Bertha!" 

''  I  could  wait  to  hear  no  more!  but  retiring 
softly  as  possible^  I  reached  the  chateau  in  safety^ 
fully  bent  upon  quitting  it  immediately  with  my 
aged  father,  and  in  as  private  a  manner  as  pos- 
sible.    But  I  found  him  labouring  under  strong 
convulsions^  from  which  I  could  with  difficulty 
recover  him,  and  with  which  he  was  afflicted  all 
that  day,    almost  without  intermission.      The 
dreaded  sunset  came,  without  my  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  imparting  to  him  the  fatal  intelli- 
gence of  the  approaching  outrage  to  be  committed 
on  his  property 9  and  upon  our  freedraa.    Accord- 
ingly, at  tiie  appointed  hour,  myself  still  engaged 
in  attending  a  beloved  and  infirm  parent,  in- 
sensible alike  to  my  sorrows,  and  to  his  own 
danger,— several,  armed  soldiers,    wearing  the 
French  uniform,  rushed  into  the  chamber ;  they: 
seised  me,  and  then  advanced  to  the  bed  upon 
which  my  father  lay.    I  implored  them  to  reqiect 
his  age,  to  reverence  his  sorrow,  and  not  to  vio- 
late the  sanctity  and  stillness,  of  what  was  par* 
haps. destined  to  be  his  death  bed  I'^-^my  psaym^ 
my  entrieaties^  appeared  tx>  have  some  effect  upon 
these  liardened  robbers.    They  contented  them- 
selves with  carrying  off  a  quantity  of  jrfate,  a  few 
jewels,  and  other  articles  of  sottie  talue,  wlii 
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had  escaped  fh>m  tbe  farmer  general  plunder. 
They  permitted  me  to  embrace,  and  to  take  a 
last  .farewell  of  my  beloved  fetber;  abd  then  car^ 
ried  ine  with  extreme  rapidity  to  the  forest  of 
Lenarfen.  On  our  way  thither,  I  heard  the  rob- 
bers meation  the  .name  of  my  brother^  whom 
they  called  their  new  comrade,  and  for  whom 
they  appeared  to  entertain  a  profound  respect,  on 
account  of  some  signal  proof  of  bravery  and 
conduct,  which  he  had  lately  manifested  t^>on 
a  most  trying  occasion.  1  could  get  no  answer 
to  my  repeated  enquiries  as  to  whither  they  were 
carrying  me ;  and  pride,  vexation,  and  excited 
indignation,  withheld  me  from  asking  a  question, 
which  my  curiosity  prompted  me  strongly  to  do 
— namely,  whether  Alten  was  among  them? 
Before  midoight,  however^  we  had  arrived  at 
that  little  hut,  upon  the  borders  of  the  forest^ 
which  ivas  afterwards  the  scene  of  a  murderoiis 
conflict,  between  the  Count  Caraflfa,  attended  by 
a  single  servant,  and  some  of  those  very  robbers, 
among  whom  I  now  found  myself.  I  soon  dis- 
covered, to  my  great  sorrow  and  regret,  that  Er- 
WBBt  Adolf  bad  gone  upon  a  distant  expedition, 
fvtMfi  which  he  was  not  likely  to  return  for  a 
C9ii^derable  time. 

0  f  ^  Seveml  iU«l  ooking  ruffians  continuedto  crowd 
rMupd  me,:  appearing  to  enjoy,  rather  than  to  com- 
mianBte,  my  distressing  situation ;  and  the  utffeel^ 
ing;  mtonsterB  would  even  pass  their  rude  and 
umnanly Jests,  upon  my  helpless  cohdifion ;  one 
aakisg  tbe  other,  what  was  ibtetoded  to  be  done 
mel !  Another  sweanhj^;  that  if  th^  Captain 
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intended  to  make  a  woman  one  of  their  party, 
the  band  was  destroyed  for  ever. 

**  I  will  not  weary  your  Lordship  with  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  threats^  the  menaces,  the  scoffings, 
which  they  continued  to  cast  upon  me,  pretend- 
ing to  exchange  them  only  among  themselves. 
It  will  sttifice  to  say,  that  after  waiting  for  nearly 
an  hour,  the  Captain  arrived ;  f  was  not  without 
hopes  that  he  might  prove  to  be  my  brother.  I 
looked  earnestly  towards  the  door ;  my  spirits 
fluttered,  my  soul  stink  within  me  as  the  chief 
entered ;  but  I  at  once  perceived,  M  he  stooped 
to  enter  the  wretched  hovel  we  were  in,  that  that 
commanding  person  and  lofty  deportment,  could 
belong  to  no  other  than  Colonel  Alien.  Unfor- 
tunately, I  was^  not  decdved  f 

'*  Pftrdon  me,  Bertha !  4ot  the  love  of  Heaven ! 
if  made  frantic  with  yOilr' beauty,  and  despairing 
of  Inducing  your  father  to  consent  to  our  match, 
I  have  made  use  of  mdans,  so  violent  as  these^  in 
order  to  gain  possession  of  a  hand^  which,  tTiough 
I^could  have  wished  to  have  obtained  in  a  way 
less  violent ;  I  trust  your  cruelty  will  not  with- 
hold from  me  V* 

'^  My  indignatioh  was  at  its  height,  and  most 
likely  Alien  saw,  that  he  bad  for  ever  annihilated 
every  sentiment  of  esteem,  which  1  had  formerly 
entertained  for  him.  Without  giving  me  time  to 
reply^  And  anticipating  the  e:!tposure  of  his  #wn 
vitlainy,  and  the  expression^  of  my  resentment^ 
he  •vdered:  Imr  camrades  to  witbdraw  atitf  leave 
in»  to  ourselves,  a  eonmMhA  which  (hey  Heluc- 
taMitly,  but  iiistatitly  obeyed.    Yfiken  1^&  hut  was 
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empty  of  the  numerous  band  which  had  just 
before  crowded  its  every  corner,  I  could  not  help 
bitterly  accusing  Alten»  of  his  treacherous  and 
unmanly  perfidy.  1  asked  him  whether  this  was 
the  reward  of  all  the  friendly  hospitality,  that  he 
had  ever  experienced  at  Chateau  Wemar;  this 
the  result  of  all  his  many  professions  of  attach- 
ment to  my  brother,  and  myself;  this  the  treat- 
ment which  my  beloved,  affectionate  parent  bad 
a  right  to  expect  at  his  hands?  In  ccmclusioUj  1 
abjured  every  former  profession  of  pegard^  1  de- 
clared that  I  cast  him  fr<om  me  for  ever  ;—-and  1 
swore  that  wretchedness  should  be  her  portion, 
whenever  Bertha  Miiller  should  condescend  to 
overlook  the  insult  however,  which  his  hollow 
perfidy,  no  less  than  his  presumptuous  arrogance, 
had  that  day  cast  upon  myself  and  my  family ! 
It  was  a  fatal  vow,  and  your  Lordship  will  hear 
with  how  much  vindictive  fidelity,  that  rash  curse 
has  been  vbited  upon  mine  own  bead.  But 
to  return  : — He  heard  every  thing  1  bad  to  say, 
with  unfeeling  coolness,  and  in  answer  to  Uiose 
exclamations  of  my  sorrow  and  anguish,  which 
1  vainly  strove  to  repress,  he  replied : — 

<^</ome.  Bertha  1  you  wd  I  shall  understand 
each  other  better.  Away  with  these  ridiculous, 
these  idle  nptioqs  of  your  wrongs,  and  my  ii^us- 
tice ;  I  have  often  bid  yon  to  observe,  that  not- 
vrithstanding  all  our  grandams  have  told  us  in 
our  childhood  (stories  only  fit4;o  amiisethe  ci^a- 
cities  of  children),  about  the  dispanratioQS  of  Pro? 
vidence,  it  b  stijU  found,  that  the  strong  ever 
iumphs  over  die  weak.    Vainly,  therefore,  my 
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deal*  Bertha,  do  you  talk  of  treachery,  where 
treachery  was  the  only  means  left  me  to  effect 
tny  purpose ; — it  would  indeed  ha^e  been  worse 
than  idiocy  in  me,  to  have  paused  for  a  consider- 
ation, which  some  have  been  pleased  to  call 
moral  wrong.  Come,  Bertha,  I  say !  away  with 
these  ridiculous  qualms  of  your  conscience ; — 
why  will  you  trifle  with  your  happiness?  Why 
will  you  not  listen-  to  ray  love? — ^ — Our  home 
indeed  is  rude^ — our  fare  is  rough!  but  here, 
sweet,  all  is  liberty,  save  only  that  you  shall  be 
our  Queen  r 

'<  Saying  tliis^  the  villain  attempted  to  imprint  a 
kiss  upon  my  cheeks.  Burning  with  indignation 
at  the  insulting  arrogance  of  his  manner,  I 
spurned  him  from  me,  with  an  effort  beyond  what 
1  could  have  supposed  my  strength  was  capable 
of:  the  shock  was  so  violent^  that  he  fell  with 
his  head  against  a  door;  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  he  received  a  wound,  which 
bled  profusely. 

*<  Villain!*'  I  exclfumed,  '^ is  it  thus  that  you 
dare  to  add  insult  to  your  perfidy?  And  what 
is  it  in  the  conduct  of  Bertha  Milller,  that  can 
have  emboldened  you  to  suppose,  that  you  might 
hold  this  language  to  her  with  impunity?  At 
least,  my  brother  will  not  suffer  me  any  longer  to 
be  exposed  to  the  repetition  of  injuries,  aggra- 
vated as  mine  are !'' 

^'  Alten  looked  at  me  for  some  time,  with  a 
countenance  so  agitated,  so  various,  and  at  the 
same  time  so  fiend  like,  that  I  almost  supposed 
\k^  was  on  the  point  (tf  completing  the  measure 

»  3  I 
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pf  bis  atrocity  I  by  dOHsmnmating  a  matured 
systeiQ  of  dariog  treachery,  by  the  sacrifice  of 
my  Ufa  1.  Now  he  looked  on  me  with  eyes,  io 
which  lawless  passion  and  exulting  anticipation, 
were  alternately  expressed, — and  now  he  turned 
on  ipe  a  malignant  scowl,  a  dark  vindictive 
frowu,  which  bespoke  all  the  evil  imagimngs  of 
guilty  anger^  and  all  the  revengeful  purposes 
of  convicted  guilt!  At  length,  fixipg  a  deep, 
insidious,  stem,  and  yet  furious  glance  full  upon 
me,  he  said,  in  a  tone,  which  I  shall  never  fui^et, 

to  the  last  hour  of  my  existence ; so  sngnifi- 

.c*nt/ so  malevolent,  so  crafty,  was  the  souBd  of 
every  syllable  he  uttered  ;^ 

"  Your  anger.  Madam,  may  be  just  1  Ladies 
love  to  be  wooed  with  greater  form,  and. softer 
ceremony !  My  greetings  have  been  rude ;  but 
]i^^  a  momentary  .ebullition  of  folly  be  passed  over 
without  this  anger !  Lady,  my  presumptioti  for 
title  future,  in  venturing  to  breathe  my  aspiring 
admiration,  shall  not  again  olSend  youreana!  This 
is. the  Zas<  time  you  shall  hear  m^  idly  murmiv- 

ing  a  tale  of  love ! and  mark  md.  Madam !  so 

great  shall  be  the  respect  that  I,  and  all  my  band 
will  pay  you,. that  this  hovel,  this  tenement,  shall 
be  your  own!  What  say  ye  to  a  robbers 
generosity  Y' 

''  If  evil  spirits,  my  Lord,  are  allowed  to  visit 
,  this  world,  some  of  them,  I  am  sure,  had  infused 
themselves  into  that  smile  of  bitter  scorn; — that 
aye,  looking  immoderate  contempt — that  voice, 
whose  tones  were  but  the  varied  modukdion  of 
uusparing   sarqasm  •  aad  boundless;  *  hatred !     1 
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trembled  before  bim,  for  1  thought  that  I  stood 
before  a  Tindictive  fiend !  1  bad  no  coarage  to 
reply ;  intimidation  took  full  possession  of  me  ; — 
I  thought  pf  my  beloved  Father^ — I  remembered 
with  regret»  the  world  which  I  had  left ;  and 
every,  time  that  my  forlorn,  desolate,  and  hopeless 
condition  presented  itself  in  all  its  appalling 
colors  to  my  mind^  the  dreadful  question  Would 
still  recur,-—*'  where  was  the  brother  that  shonld 
aid  me?'' — He  did  not  give  me  much  time,  hdw- 
ever,  to  pursue  niy  reflections^  but  as  if^  in  the 
exertion  of  that  supernatural  power^  which  for  a 
moment  I  was  tempted  to  ascribe  to  him, — ^be 
had  dived  even  into  the  secret  workings  of  my 
soul ; — be  went  on  :^ — 

"  Do  not,  however,  deceive  yourself.  Madam ! 
your  brother  can  neither  hear,  nor  relieve  you  ; 
— he  is  young  and  rash,  and  having  occasion  for 
him  on  a  service,  from  whence  return  or  escape 
is  most  precarious,  he  is  at  this  moment  in  a 
distant  part  of  Germany !" 

^*  Monster!"  I  exclaimed  in  the fir^t transports 
of  my  indignation ;  '  ''was  it  not  enough  that  I 
should  be  torn  from  the  arms  of  i  -revered 
parent, — ^from  society,— ^frow  the  consolations 'pf 
man  kind,— from  the  world  itself? . .  Ws^  >it  n^ 
enough,  that  1  should  be  your  victim,  but  a 
brother's  blood  must  give  a  deeper  dye  to  crimes 
like  your's ;  sd  black,  that  the  light  of  Heaven  may 
never  shine  upon  them?  Cruel,  merciless  bar- 
barian !  too  well  you  know  how  to  heighten  the 
anguish    of  every    former   suffering,    by    thus 


428  THK  KOTAI.  WAN DHBB  »  0B» 

exposing  him  to  death,  whom  only  a  tister^^ 
sorrows " 

'*  No  more  of  this !"  ejaculated  Alten  in  a 
voice  of  thunder  ;—'*  your  fate  was  in  yoar  own 
handSj  and  now  must  be  fulfilled !" 

Saying  fiiis^  he  went  to  the  door, — desired  the 
ruffians  who  had  assembled  near  the  spot,  to 
retire  to  the  cave,  and  locking  the  door^  rushed 
towards  me " 

The  unfortunate  Bertha  burst  into  tears  ^- 
Lord  Edward  was  very  little  less  affected ;  and 
the  mournful  remembrances  of  the  one,  and  the 
native  gallantry  and  sensibility  of  the  other, 
would  not  permit  her  for  some  time  to  proceed* 
At  length  she  recovered  sufficiently  to  continue 
fcer  story- — 

'*  I  saw  at  once  my  danger,  and  his  villainy  1 
and  the  suddenness  and  vehemence  of  my  terror, 
operating  strongly  upon  my  mind, — I  shrieked 
aloud,  and  in  a  moment  of  desperation,  I 
snatched  up  one  of  his  pistols  which  laid  upon 
the  table  ;  I  presented  it  at  his  head,—4>ut  in  die 
same  moment,  the  reflection  that  I  was  about  to 
murder  a  human  beiog»  rushed  across  my  mind ! 
my  eyes  grew  dim,  my  feet  tottered,  but  1  puUed 
the  fatal  trigger,  and  a  part  of  the  pistol's  c<m- 
tents  were  lodged  in  the  guilty  bosom  of  the 
faithless  Alten. 
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CHAPTER  XXVni. 


''  He  staggered  a  few  paces  T>ack^  and  the  door 
was  burst  open  by  the  banditti,  some  of  whom 
bad  only  just  b^an  to  depart,  when  the  pistol 
was  fired,  and  who  consequently  heard  the 
report.  They  supported,  some  of  them,  their 
bleeding  Captain  in  their  arms,  while  two  ot 
three  others  prepared  to  revenge  his  fate  upon 
me.  1  saw,  in  that  wild. moment  of  horror,  that 
the  paleness  of  death  was  upon  hiiii !  his  features 
grew  wan,  his  limbs  languid  ;-^but  his  roice^  Ms 
gesture,  still  retained  all  the  dignity  of  comnuuKlI 
He  waved  his  hand,  $md  ordered  them  to  for^* 
bear.  Duval,  and  one  oV  two  others,  of  whom 
doubtless  your  Lordship  has  heard  some  parti- 
culars, manifesting  some  hesitation  in  obeying 
his  commands,  he  disengaged  himself  at  a  single 
eSovtj  from  those  who  supported  him,  and  inter* 
posed  himself  between  me,  and  those,  whose 
murderous  hands  were  already  preparing  to 
close,  by  a  violent  death,  my  mortal  career.  The 
exertion  restored  him  to  transient  energy  and 
animation,  and  he  was  about  to  speak,  and^ 
indeed,  had  spoken,  to  implok^,  in  the  first  plaoe, 
my  forgiveness,  when  my  brother  rushed  into  the 
but,  and  being  informed  in  very  few  words, 
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me !  True,  I  was  obliged  in  my  humble  avocatioii 
of  a  servant,  to  hear  of  tales  of  bIood»  of  deeds 
ofrapine,  at  which  my  heart  recoiled,  and  my 
senses  revolted.      But,   w  1   was   no  partici- 
pator  in  the  crime  on  the  one  hand,  and  as,  on 
tile  other,  it  was  not   now   in    my  power   to 
visit  or  repress  that  crime,  so,  I  could  not  but 
feel  in  my  own  conscience,  that  no  part  of  their 
sin  rested  upon  me.      So  great  an  adept  had  I 
grown  in  this  sort  of -philosophy,  that  in  time  I 
might  perhaps  have  carried  it  too  for ;— but  lor 
a  terrible  event,  another  deed  of  blood,  which 
once  more  sprinkled  with  human  gore  the  mud 
walls  of  the  hovel  of  the  forest  of  Lenaren !   One 
fine  summer's  evening,  a  lady  and  gentleman  of 
noble  appearance,  having  met  with  the  nusfortane 
of  their  carriage  breaking  down  in  the  forest,  mi- 
happily  for  them,  entered    this    accursed    and 
iniquitous  abode.     From  many  circumstances,. 
I  am  confident  that  their  servants  were  in  league 
with  the  troop,  notwithstanding  all  the  pretended 
efforts  which  the  former  declared  themselves  to 
have  made ;  the  carriage  was  said  by  them  to  be 
in  such  a  state,  that  the  journey  could  not  be 
completed  until  the  next  morning. 

'*  I  was  directed  by  my  imperious  masters,  to 
prepare  a  kind  of  bed,  which  stood  in  the  loft  of 
the  hovel,  for  the  reception  of  the  Lady.  I  did 
so ;  and  by  their  order,  I  conducted  her  to  it. 
I  well  remember,  that  I  considered  her  particu- 
larly beautiful ;  and  every  feature  of  the  scene  is 
^till  present  to  my  view.    I  took  my  leave  of 

in  young  and  interesting  creature,  at  midnight. 
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As  little  dreaming  of  the  fate  which  awaited  her 
hvabaad^  whom  she  was  destined  never  to  see 
agaiD»  and  herself ;  she  remarked  upon  the  splen* 
did  accommodations  of  our  hovel  with  a  sfmght- 
liness  and  viva^ity^  which  recalled  to  my  mind' 
the  recollection  of  what  myself  perhaps  had  once 
been.  I  lefther  as  1,  said;  at  midnight;  she  was  then 
beaotiliil  and  young^animated  and  jdyousl  I  retired 
to  my  wretched  .pallet  in  tbe  corner  of  the  roottif 
and  ia  a  few.  minutes  after  I  had  sunk  into  sleepi 
I  was  awaJoeiled  by  finding  myiself  fordbjy  held 
d<)iwn ;  my  arms  pinioned,  and  my  eyes  blind* 
folded  I  I  started — but'  I  was  prevented  from 
rising !  The  fatal  troop  rushed  s^t  once  into  my 
imnd  ;**-conjectore  lingered  there  not  for  an 
instant;  I  hciard  a  groan^  and  then  another  .... 
Oh,  God!  ' they  had  murdered  her!  ....  No 
human  strength, .  no  villaia  arm,  could  long  have 
bound  me !  I  started  from  my  pallet^ — I  rushed 
to  the  beidy  and  there — that  lovely,  and  so  lately 
ttiimspecting  crealhire,  lay  weltering  in  h»  blood ! 
If  you,  'my  Lord,  revolt  thus  at  the  mere  relation 
of  such  sjdenes  of  honor^  think  what  I  endured 
in  ithe  reality :  k  lone,  a  frieiuUess,  a  persecuted 
iTVoman!  .What ; became  of  the  hwband  of  this 
unfortiknate  lady^  1  ne^r  actually  knew,  although 
I  have  hieard  Pedro,  the  Spanish  soldier,  ofteii 
sajTi,  tibat  he  stabbed  him  with  his  own  hand^  and 
calrrying  him  upfon  his  back  in  the  dead  of  night, 
iqpiwards  of  two  miles,  threw  him  into  a  stream 
which  turns  a  mill  n^ar  there.  It  was  not  lon^ 
after  this,  that  I  understood,  by  a  hint  whir 
dropped  from  Waldek,  that  Duval  had  assun 
*•  3  k 
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the  comtnaad  of  the  troop ;  but  weary  of  hk  dao- 
gerouB  responsibility,  he  had  entered  into  te 
with  a, young  Austrian  officer,  of  a  noble  fi 
and  connexions, — but  whom  a  spirit  and  fondness 
for  gBming,  had  brought  into  sodi  difficulties,  as 
compelled  kim  to  throw  up  his  commission,  and 
to  <)uit  die  service.  The  principal  of  these 
terms^  were^  that  the  Austrian  should  be  inyested 
with  the  chief  comwAnd,  upon  conditioa  of 
Duval's  retainiBg  a  sort  of  inferior  authority,  by 
keeping  the  hovel  in  question^  both  €»  the  p«r* 
poses  of  decoying^  as  regarded  the  tratvellery^^ 
and  for  those  of  convenience,  disguise^  and  cdn- 
cealment^  as  regarded  the.  robbers. 

''  Several  weeks  hadpassedsincetliooccurreiioe 
of  the  hoiTible  event,  I  have  just  related  to  y^our 
Lordship,  during  which  time,  I  made  reiterated 
but  fruitless  attempts  to  escape.  The  vigilaDoe 
of  my  jailors  was  unremitting^ — the  difficnhies  of 
my  emancipation  were  almost  homiy  increased 
by  their  jealous  tore.  At  length,  one  night, 
when  a  violent  storm  was  raging*  without,  a 
gentleman  dress^  in  a  ^military  habit,  and 
JBittiended  by  -a  single  43ervant,  knocked  at  the 
door  of  the  hfift,  and  requested  'admittance.  I 
need  hardly  tntferm  your  Lordship,  that  this  was 
the  Count  CaraflSstand  his  gallant  afHendant,  who 
was  destined  to  fadl  upon  die  floor  of  that 
accursed  den*  i  shall  not  toonble  your  Ltordship 
by  reverting  to  all  the  circumstances  of  timt 
tneinorable  nighty  wiih  which  you  are  so  mM 
ac<|uainted,«^but  there  is  ^  one  point  that  I  imay 
be  excused  for  me*tioiiing.     ^hen  these  robber 
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Aieads  desired  me  to  rise  and  open  the  door,  I 
endeavomd,  by  the  maimer  in  which  I  refused 
the  Count  admittance,  to  convey  to  Attn,  un- 
marked  by   them,   a  warning   of  his   danger. 
When,  however;  he  entered,  and  Duvnl  desired 
roe  to  conduct  him  to  the  stables,  although  I 
considered  that  my  dieath  might  be  the  consa- 
quence  of  giving  such  an  intimation,  I  could  not 
help  involiubtai%  shuddering  at  the  command. 
The  image  of  the  murdered  lady,  as  she  lay 
bleeding  and  numgledupon  that  very  bed,  which 
in  all  likelihood  was  so  soon  to  become  the 
€ouiit's-r-4WBm  heSore  my  eyes,  tod  as  1  took  the 
lamp  down  from  the  wall,  I  felt  myself  to  be  either 
that  wickckl  or  that  degraded  being,  who  .was 
knowingly  about  to  conduct  two  fellow-creatures 
to  the  bed  of  death!  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
my  :«motion  was  not  unmarked  by  the  stranger, 
whom  1   afterwards   found  to  be  the  Count 
Carafti ; — but  what  followied,  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary 4oT  me  to  i^peat,  seeing  that  you  are  so  well 
acquainted  with  every  drcumstance.    In  short, 
ibeD,  having  escaped  from  this  iniquitous  and 
liorrible  miner's  hovel,  Habere  murder  had  long 
befen  tihe  diiUy  habit  ef  the  inmates,  and  had 
ceased  to  occasion  them  the  least  compunction, 
for  the  timfey-*^the  Count's  generous  interference 
brought  me  to  Wemar.    Arrived  there,  I  was 
unlriUing^hal  either  jUie  sight  of  our  Chateau,  or 
any  other  .ckoumstonce,  should  make  bim  ac- 
qoainted  i^ith  the  Ml  extent  of  my  recent  degm- 
elation ;  jttdtusidg  a  |mvilege  for  which  I  well 
knew^  that  rtt>  a  .delicate  mind  i  should  «tand 
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eitcused^  I  positively  forbade  him  to  follow  me, 
and  made  my  way,  with  the  beet  speed  1  couW, 
anattended,  to  our  deserted  mansion.  Oh,  my 
Lord,-^think  what  were  the  feelings  of  my 
wretched  bosom  at  the  occurrence  of  every  cir- 
cumstance^ even  the  most  trivial  which  at  oni^ 
reminded  me  of  former  happiness  and  present 
misery  !-*- 

**  I  arrived  at  the  porch,  the  Mood  <^  a  feUow* 
creature  upon  my  hand  1— perhaps,  a- brother's 
murder  on  my  head; — I  camB  to  the  house 
where  1  had  beoa  torn  away  from  a  dying  iathar ! 
....  1  listened  for  some  time,  my  heart  misgave 
me ! — ^The  total  silence  of  the  place  was.  dread- 
ful ! — It  was  the  tranquility  of  death  !•...! 
crossed  the  court:  and  the  thistle  which  had 
sprung  up,  usurping  the  former  stepping-place 
of  men,  waved  its  head  mournfully,  and  shook 
from  its  downy  stem,  the  drops  of  dew,  like  tears 
of  sorrow,  at  my  return.  1  stood  upon  the  steps 
which  descended  from  the  well-known  door  that 
opened  from  the  wall— ^the  door  was  unfastened, 
and  as  it  blew  to  and  fro  upon  its  rusty  hinges, 
affording  a  free  passage  alike  to  the  wind  of 
Heaven,  the  midnight  intruder,  and  the  howling 
storm, — I  paused  for  a  few  moments,  debating 
with  myself  whether  or  no  I  should  enter*.  To 
say  truths  it  was  an  effort  beyond  what  my 
coun^e,  upon  calm  deliberation,  could  have 
enabled  me  to  make ;  for  what  could  1  in  reason 
anticipate,  but  that  my  father,  whom  I  bad 
quitted  alone^  unprotected,  and  expilritig-^was  no 
more ;  and  that,  perhaps,  as  he  had  no  daughter's 
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hmnd  to  close  his  eyes, — no  sod  to  tranqmlizd 
Uid'dyia^  lioQr,-*-Hso  neither  had  thai  care  of  any 
pious  or  charitable  fnend  cons^ned  his  bones 
to-l!he  graye,  with  the  poorest  rites  even  of 
Christian  borial  ?    But  as  etery  motnent  only 
tended  to  increase  my  alahn^  and  to  render  my 
fortitude  unavailable^  I  enteved  with  a  kind  of 
desperation,  the  hwisein  which  I  was  bom! 
And  oh !    thoiq;bt  I^  perhaps  some  lawless  free^ 
bboter/  or  some    secluded    murderer,    at  this 
momeot  endesroring  to  secrete  himself  from 
oflfended  justice,— -has    already  usurped  those 
chambers  in .  which  the  years  of  happy  infancy 
were  passed !    Yes,  my  Lord  \-^n  that  trying, 
and  .  appalling  moment,  I  knew  not,  but  that  in 
the  first  apartment  into  which  I  entered,  I  might 
find  the  decaying  corpse  of  an;unburied  parent, 
or  meet  the  dagger  of  soine  lurking  assassin! 
Consideration  was  vain  ......  and  the  first 

object  of  my  !care  'wasy  to  ^ter  that  room*  in 
"which  1  bad  left,  scarcely  conscious  of  life,^ — my 
beloved }  fiither !  .  I  entwedy  and  instantly  was 
sensible  that  two  persons  T^ere  present  thare, 
tbeisides  myself.  I  rushed  to  the .  well-known 
couch ;  my  progress  was  arrested  by  an  old  and 
wretched  looking  woman,'*-but  I  felt,  in  the 
intensity  and  eagerness  of  my  soul,  as  if  no 
human  strength  could  avail  against  me  !    I  beuft 

ovtertfae  couch great  Heaven  i  it  was, 

indeed  my  Sire !  He  stiy  breathed/  he  lived !  I 
fell  upon  my  knees,  stretched  forth  my,  arms  to 
Heaven,  and  would  have  uttered  my  praises  for 
its  mercy,— rbut  nature  was  exhausted^   and.  1 
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fAinted  on  the  floor*  When  I  agaia  unclosed 
my  eyes,  1  found  niy  hand  dasped  in  the  cold, 
aikl  trembling  Sn^P  ^  ^he  author  of  miy  beiogf 
Tears  came  to  my  p^ef,  or  life  couM  not  have 
soitained  the  sudden  and  oterwhefaning  shnck  of 
my  surprize  and  joy  i 

^'  The  morning  sun^beans  which  smiled  through 
khe  neglected  casemenit,  plsyied  upon  his  pale 
and  emaciated  features^  where  faenemolence  and 
resignation  sat,  like  two  commiseioned  apititB 
from  Heaven,  waiting  to  accompBiiy  the  ft^it  of 
his  imprisoned  soul !  He  gazed  at  me  with  die 
same  glance^  the  same  expression  of  his  eye^  as 
formerly^  and  in  which,  parental  aflbfctioa  and  so^ 
Hcitude  seemed  equally  blended.  1  bent  my 
cheek  to  bis,  nKMtened  with  my  team;  he 
kissed  them  away^  and  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
aaid  to  me  with  a  faltering  vdice ; — 

<'  Bertha  I  my  long  lost  diild,  compose  your* 
self ;  yet  rather,  nfy  beloved  girl !  I  should  seek 
composure,  but  the  'will  of  Heavenibe  done :  and 
1  resign  me  to  its  decrees!  Poor  innooent!  1 
heard  of  yoU|  and  of  your  being  carried  away, 
4>y  this  good  wbman^  and  her  son  f  (they  ^feaided 
in  a  cottage  near  the  lodge.)  *^.fie  calm,  my 
daughter,  be  calm  I  Death,  Bertha,  tile  lot  of  all» 
is  fast  approaching ;  and  I  bare  only  a  iew  mo- 
ments left  me,  to  take  my  last  farewell  f' 

**  My  affliction  prevented  him  from  proceed 

ing.    On  my  kneesi  besougbt  df  Heaven,  that  it 

would  be  pleased  long  to  spare  his  life!  He 

mingled  his  tears,  and  he  joined  bis  prayers  with 

nine.    At  lengthy  becoming  a  little  more'  com- 
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posed,  he  iQok  from  under  hi^  pillow  a  packet, 
and  patting  it  iotto  my  hand,:  he  obeerved  to  me^ 
that  it  1^  reached  him'  only  the*  preceding  day 
fraiaHambniigb;  adding, — 

^'1  .Mi^^re  it  to  be  of  conaiderable  conse* 
qiiniice,r.s6fara(i  nsgards  your  woridly  inieregta, 
which'!  qm  about  toqutt  for  ever  the  protection 
ot !  .Open  it  therefore  aftw  my  deaths  and  yout 
and  my*  dear  Entert,  wiU  hetlre^  you  take  such 
stqM,:  as  y^ui  may  judge  necessary  in  conse** 
qneoca    Why  do  yoa  tarn  pale  ?  Oh  help  her, 

cardie  wiU  faU;!-^So ^Ha!— and  is  it  thos 

painAiUy,  that  the  prediction  of  my  dream  is 
veiiiedl  WettI  well  I  His  will  be  done^  and  His 
blessing  be  upsbliim,  from  whom  are  all  things  (  I 
covld  have  Wished  that  he>had  Jived  to  have  been 
jrour  imod,  y«hir  guide,  and  your  protector! 
Bat  it  has  ifaeen  decreed  otherwise^  and  I  must 
nat^epinef' 

'^  The  solcfflouty  of  his  situation,  the  state  of  my 
oam  feelings,  «0uld  no  longer  permit. me  to  be 
silent;  mndibriefly  as  possible,  I  related  to  him  the 
IklalieventB  Wldch  had  led  to  iktd  destructioR  of  the 
aflfinrtudate  BriieBft;  and  hfere,  Imay  remaric,  which 
1  ibeftite  nnnUJBd  to  mention,  diat  the  story  of  my 
brotlm^^  abibeDce  in  a  ^distant  part  of  Germany, 
which  had  been  purposely  framed  by  the  wicked 
AUed^  in  order  to  deceive  me ;  and  which  was 
indoBtrioiisly  repeated  according  to  his  instruct 
tions  by  the  gang,  was  altogether  a  fabrication; 
the  fact  b^ing,  that  he  was  stationed  no  farther, 
than  the  other  side  of  the  forest ;  and  the  reason 
of -his  sudden  arrival  atthe  ^miner's  hut>  was,  the 
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infor motion  he  had  received,  through  a  secret 
channel,  doubtless  firom  one  of  the  parties' ccm* 
cemed>  of  Alteo's  design  upos  the  Castle,  which 
excited  in  him,  1  apprehend,  frobi  his  prevkms 
knowledge  of  the  Prussian's  character,' a  reasdnr 
able  and  unfortanately .  tob  wetl-gromded  sobih* 
cion  of  the  daric  intentions  of  Ae  peifidioiis 
ifvetch,  who  cidled  himself  Ids  M^nd  I  But'  to 
return.  My  fttther  beard  me  through  my  horrible 
narrative,  with  more  calmness  and'  leis  agitation 
than  I  could  have  hopod;  Of  he^  at  ^y^  other  mor 
ment,  have  practised.  When  1  hiid  tovchtded, 
he  implored  the  favor  of  Heaven  Upon  my  head, 
and  t<4d  me  that  however  an  imfoireseen  kalattily 
had  overtaken  my  poor  brother,  I  had  done  well : 
and  this  declaration,  coming  as  it  did  fioin  him,* 
was  iudeed  a  solace  which  relieved  me  of  a 
weight  of  sorrows.  In  a  few  minutes  my  faelovted^ 
my  ever  lamented  father,  after  calling  down  every 
beniedic^on  upon  me,  which  his  affecticm  could 
suggest,  wtid  peiuring  out  his  grstitade  for  my 
escape  from  the  inurderoos  scenes  in  which  I 
had  been,  so  long  an  itii^iiboaed,  and  aki  aflibted 
spectator,  pra^ng^  with  almost  his  iMt  hmtfi, 
^e  gena-OHs  heiknim  of  your  exceUnht  inevd,  ndy 
Lord,  the  Count  GaiMtffity^ri^sqpired  withiD  my 
arms!  Thus  was  I  left  in  this.wide  worlditfae  sole 
representative  of  my  fomily,  ^and  dqprivefi  thus 
violently  and  mournfully  of  a.  brojdier,  and  a 
father! 

' '  1  will  not  wrong  the  siocietityi  the  deepnMs  of 
my  affliction^  atrthiskst  and  most: distressug 
trial,  by  idly  attempting  to  explain,  what  my 
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> 

feeKiIgs  were  od  the  ocoaaion.  After  [  had  nctn 
|he  last  stnig^,  and  cdught  the  laat  sigh  of  the 
best  offathars,  1  retired  to  acoraerof  thechamber^ 
to  give  veot  to  my  oyerpoweriag  sorrows.  The 
world  was.  all  a  Maok  to  me ;  exist^cie  seemed 
but  the  prolofigatioQ  of  a  period,  in  which  I  waa 
defined  tq  ejcperi^nce  no  vkiwituides  btit  those 
of  misery  I  I  cpf  ied  my  f$tbier,,  hje  quiet,  peiice'* 
fuU  aad  exemplary  eti<f ;  the^  scen^^faad'ite  effiect| 
and  I.  beeame  Iruly '  ^,  Cbfist;liin^  Already  I 
longed  to'bereleaaed  from  a  staike  of  being,  which 
wilh  9^^  was  identified  with  a  state  of  anguklu 
It  wfls  not,  therefore,  without  the  datne  feeling  «i 
th9«e.expeKiQpee«  who,  i^umberiilg  in  a  jnison  in 
a  iitr^gm  land,  are  snddeqly;  awieikened  from 
tbAit><b9awk»  of.  distent  home,  va^  eariyiriendst 
ati^  \»fifgmt9i^  liberty,  to  the  s^d  realities  of 
bo»d9ge  j-rthat  I  ws^^  disturbed  from  the  indnl'» 
gmpe^mj  (Qontemp]l«tionfii  hy  th^  el»rupt  obsert 
y^o^  ^^tfeys/old  womfini  ^1m^  w^tw^  wene  thers^ 
lA»e  fsmiiim  m  ^  laige  wd  desolate  mansion ; 
a*^  a4  )  WAS  Um  mistness  of  it,  it  hee^m^  me 
|o  9|)iM  j|t>  9im1  I  fonmA  it  to  i^nlaiii  u€ft  only 
iMge.MlfilMpji^es^  bttt  the  Mavimce  andiafor- 
mMio9  <»f  tfiy  €Mb«r'»  bankers, ''  that  the  French 
f^jiaoti^nt  hairing  long  si»ee  diss^peeDed,  with 
th^  inflttenoe^  affiors  had  now  tnken  a  fayoraUie 
tnnii  d  th^t  bis  projpetty.  vested  in  their  hands^ 
iMid  iu»t  «iifered  iso  majl^iially  by  imy  meara  as 
InmI  b«m*exp«iet«d ;  and  that  from  the  long  ]&* 
^sfrnl  which  iiid  el^wd,  mice  they  had  coiA^ 
wmioHted  with  hha»  they  prtmimed  4haA  the 
ffibtfA  which  they  had  now  seal  hkn^  would  not 
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be  unacceptable."  lo  the  mood  of  mind  I  was 
then  in,  this  intelligence  failed  to  impart  to  me, 
you  may  believe^  the  slightest  pleasure  or  delight. 
I  pass  by  the  circumstances  which  intervened, 
between  the  performance  of  the  last  honors  which 
it  was  in  my  power  to  bestow  upon  so  beloved 
a  parent^ — and  my  recovery  from  a  m^re  melan- 
choly visitation  that  I  had  yet  personally  ex- 
perienced. Scarcely  had  f  arranged  the  affairs 
of  my  household,  when,  just  as  I  wasv  on  the 
point  of  setting  out  fbr  the  Castle  of  Wolfenstein 
to  give  the  necessary  information^  in  ordw  that 
the  robben»  of  the  forest  might  be  brought  to 
public  justice,  T  was  attacked  by  a  brain  fever, 
which  terminated  in  depriving  me  for  a  long 
lime  of  my  sensesr;-*— aad  when  1  recovei^  my 
I*eas6n,  it  was  not  the  least  of  my  regrets^  Ihat  in 
the  meanwhile  the  banditti  had  no  doubt  been 
pursuing  their  evil  (jdurses  with  impunity  and 
with  success.  In  that  interval,  however,  1  had 
escaped  from  the  cam  of  my  attendants,  and 
wandering  about  the  country^  in  a  state  of  m^e 
insanity,  existing,  I  believe^  upon  charity,  I 
secluded  myself  for  some  weeks  in  the  park  and 
domain  attached  to  the  Duke's  Cac^^  wfth 
which  you  are  so  well  acquainted.  It  was  on 
that  occasion^  that  one  day  seeing  a  crowd  col* 
lected,  of  people  Id  mourafaig,  I  stole,  as  I  well 
remember,  from  my  hiding  place,*  and  mmgled 
with  them.  It  appeared  that  they  were  juet 
abput  to  inter,  in  the  Cemetery  of  the  Oastle,  a 
favourite  servant  of  the  Duke's  :-^an  anthen 
piras  chanted  in  the  open  air,  and  it  wirald  be 
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Utterly  out  of  my  power  to  describe  to  your 
Lordship,  the  solemu  and  overwhelmiog  effect 
>vhich  it  had  upon  my  excited  feelings.  Agaiu 
the  anxiety,  the  ardour,  to  become  the  inhabitant 
of  another  worlds  returned  upon  me  with  eveii 

redoubled  force. '— • 

**  I  panted  for  the  society  of  the  dead  alone  I 
Entirely  occupied  in  such  meditations  as  these^ 
I  was  totally  msensible  to  all  that  was  passing 
around  me ;  at  least,  when  1  recovered  a  partial 
recollection,  I  found  myself  alone,  in  a  spacious 
circular  vault.  Nothing  liviag  was  around  me, 
and  all  was  enveloped  in  total  daricnesa  I  That 
love  of  life,  which  doubtless  is  a  natural  instinct 
implanted  in  our  nature, — now  returned  upon 
me^— rand  all  my  anxiety  and  alarm>  were  oeear 
sloped  by  my  fondness  for  that  Bfe^  which  1  had 
been  despising  but  the  moment  before !  I  know 
not  by  what  Providence  it  was,  that  I  effected 
my  escape  from  these  chambers  of  death ; — 
but  the  same  preservation  which  seemed  to  hover 
round  me,  was  evinced,,  if  possible^  in  a  manner 
yet  more  extraordinary,  in  this  circumstance^ 
namely,  that  following  the  direction  of  the  wind 
which  blew  in  my  face,  1  arrived,  after  passing 
through  many  an  intricate  gallery, — at  the  gate 
of  the  Cemetery,  which  is  almost  invariably 
barred  and  bolted ; — ^upon  this  occasion,  it  hap- 
pen^ (if  it  be  not  ungrateful  in  me,  to  speak  of 
it  as  a  mere  accident)  to  have  been  left  op^i ; — 
so  that  I  emerged  from  a  grave,  in  which  I  might 
reasonably  have  expected  to  have  been  beyond 
the  reach   of  human  aid,  and    to  have  been 
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buried    alive ^Mrithout   dUficulty!       That 

night  I  6lept  in  the  Very  Tower^  from  wheRee 
jrour  Lordship  has  recently  delivered  me .  With 
the  returning  sun^  came  all  my  returoing  sorrow ! 
and  almost  my  first  care,  as  well  as  I  can  re- 
member, was  to  repair  tatfais  gloomy  sepolchre 
a^in^in  order  to  indolge  those  moumfiil  medita- 
tions, which  had  now  become  necessary '  to  my 
existence  even. — I  found,  however,  that  the  door 
had  been  in  Hie  meantime,  bolted  and  barred. 
To  a  pei^on  pbssibly^  whose  senses  were  unim* 
paired,  this  had  been  a-  circumstance  which 
would  have  at  6nce  caused  him  to  reluMjuish  any 
attempt  to  ^nter  the  place.  I,  n6t  b^ng  in  a 
condition  capable  of  much  reflections  persevered, 
and  as  it  Tiappened,  succeeded  in  discovering^ 
that  the  bolts  were  to  be  drawn  back  in  .a  Certain 
6rder  and  succession,  for  the  purpose 


an  entrance.  GI6uded  as  my  senses  welie,  fliis 
discovery  affof  ded  kne  the  greatest  pleasure ;  and 
tnany  a  day  did  I  pass  two  or  thnse  hours  sac* 
cessively,  am6ng  these  mouldering  remains^ 
One  day,  remaining  there  later  than  osual,  ( 
heard  the  door  uribalred ;  and  secreting  ttbya^^ 
1  observed  a  man  enfering  with  a  lamp;,  wliicli  he 
proceeded  to  suspend  at  the  •eMl  of  ^  long  iron 
ehaiUi,  which  htmg  doWn  rn  the  centml  vault ; 
and  having  so  done  he  retired.-^When  -I  remem^ 
bered  this  trifling  circumstancfe  after  recot^ng 
my  senses,  it  appeared  to  tne,  that  th^- man  hung 
the  lamp,  as  if  it  were  his  daily  custom  to  leave 
t  iliere  ;-^and  upon  lehquiry  aifterwairds^  1  found 
ccordingly,  that  the  keying  this  lamp  alight^ 
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"^k. 


was  an  usage  peculiar  to  the  Caart  of  B-^ 
1  have  jnerely  alluded  to  these  cirGumstancaesy 
because  I  believe  your  Lordship  is  aware  of  the 
manner, '  in  which  it  enabled  me  to  assist  your 
friend  the  Count,  on  the  night  of  the  Masquerade; 
— and  which,  doubtless,  he  thought  excessively 
mysterious  at  the  time  F' 

Lord  Edward  bowed  at  this  remark,  and 
smiling  at  the  obi^ervation,  he  replied,  '^ 

**  And  so.  Madam,  I  assure  you  did  ] ! — ^Awi 
when  I  heard  from  the  Count,  the  particulars  of 
his  extraordinary  adventure  in  the  tombs,-^foff 
which  as  he  told  me,  he  was  indebted  to  the  n^ 
trepidity  of  the  Brl  King's  Daughter;-^!  could 
not  help  telling  him,  that  had  I  beein  so  &voredj[ 
by  a  being  of  another  sphere, — I  would  have 
given  up  the  chace  of  my  earthly  beauty, — fai 
an  earthly  love !" ~ 


'  (Here  Lord  Edward  was  not  a  little 
M  perceiving  tliat  far  from  exciting  a  smile  upoil 
the  countenance  of  Bertha,  his  observation  0B 
the  contrary,  had  caused  her  to  sh^  almndaoC)^ 
of  tears.  The  gallant  noblemad  Iras  about  to 
apologise,  frir  having  said  somethiog  whicii  be 
was  fearful  ImA  caused  offence,  however  little  if 
had  been  iatended,*— when  Beltha,  requesting  his 
attedtionibr  a  little  tisne  longer,  proceeded  i« 
hA  btoryv) 

^'  At  length  I  was  discovgfed  by  a  fiuthful 
domestic^  and ,  being  laJraa  home,  and  pnofieity 
nearsed, — ^1  soon  Tecovered  my  reaJscMOt.  But  oh  1 
my  Lptd  !-4k  ratumed  only  to  .lei^  me,  ho!r 
deeply  1  ^a&  interested  in  the  late  of  oi^  "Vkom 
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1  discovered  that  I  loved  almost  to  distraction  ; 
— I  inean^ — since  my  tears  have  betrayed  me,^*^ 
the  Count  Caraffa !'' 

Lord  £dward  arose  from  his  seat  ;-^hi8  admi* 
ralion  was  excited  to  that  degree,  which  for  some 
time  deprived  him  of  utterance.  When  at  length, 
he  was  able  to  express  himself,  he  exclaimed, 
with  an  ardor  which  he  could  not  restrain^ — 

^<  Generous,  noble  creature !  what  matchless 
nobility  of  soul  is  your's !  ^  How  great,  and  pure, 
must  indeed  have  been  your  attachment  to  my 
friend^  when  you  could  assist  him,  without  an 
observation  even^  to  obtain  an  interview  with  her, 

■ 

whom  he  had  acknowledged  to  you  that  he  loved ! 
Oh^  Madam !  I  respected  and  admired  you,  the 
first  moment  that  I  saw  you  ;--> — but  1  did  not 
know  before^  that  such  exalted  generosity  as 
your's^  could  be  in  woman  !'* 

Bertha  shook  her  head  mournfully,  and  con- 
tiniied, — ''I  heard  of  the  Count's  brave  and 
successful  interference  in  rescuing  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenstein  from  the  hands  of  the  accursed  ban- 
ditti ; — and  I  heard  also  that  the  robbers  had 
most  of  them  been  afterwards  discovered,  and 
brought  to  justice.  Thus  was  I  relieved  from  <me 
great  anxiety,  and  from  the  performance  of  one 
great  imperative  duty.  But  vainly  did  I  strive, 
after  all  my  sufferings  and  vicissitudes  of  fate, 
to  compose  myself^  to  the  adequate  esjoymeot 
of  that  repose  and  tranquility,  which  my  ample 
fortune  might  be  supposed  to  have  commanded. 
Hopeless  as  I  was,  of  ever  being  united  to  him, 
T  whom  alone  my  heart  seemed  to  beat,  and 
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whofiie  memory  is  still  indelibly  engraven  on  my 
soul, — 1  found  myself  tormented  with  a  restless 
desire  of  being  at  least  sometimes  enabled  to 
see  him ; — of  having  it  sometimes  in  my  power 
to  contemplate  the  unconscious  object  of  my 
tenderest  affections.    To  accomplish  this  pur- 
pose^ perhaps  I  ought  to  blush  to  acknowledge^ 
— ^that  leavipg  the  management  of  every  thing 
regarding  the  Chateau^  to  a  young  lady  of  the 
neighbourhood,  with  whom  I  had  become  ac*^ 
quainted,  and  who  has  been  ever  since,  a  dear 
and  faithful  friend  to  me^ — i  communicated  to 
her  m*y  design,  and  providing  myself  with  some 
letters  of  recommendation^  which  I  had  before 
procured  f6r  a  former  protegee  of  mine ;— I  re* 
paired  to  the  Castle  of  Wolfenstein,  under  the 
assumed  name  and  character  of  a  Mademoiselle 
Claudine  Dupr6,  and  presenting  myself  to  the 
Duchess,  it  was  agreed  that  I  should  enter  into 
the  household,    as  one  of  the  ladies^   whose 
station  was,  about  the  person  of  the  Princess, 
1  am  ashamed  to  say,  that  this  circumstance  for 
some  time  cansed  me  no  small  pain  and  vexation> 
till  reflection  told  me  how  unworthy  it  was  of 
me^  to  cherish  any  envy  or  hatred  to  an  amiable 
woman,  merely  becanse  she  was  the  favored 
object  of  the  Count's  regard.    The  duty  of  my 
new  station  was  Kght^  and  it  afforded  me  the 
dangeroos  plearare  of  feasting  my  eyes  unob*. 
served  upon  one,  whose  attention  was  all  that 
time  yet  more  intentiy  fixed  upon  another^  and 
a  happier  woman.    Yet  why  «boul4'  I  "say  a 
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huppier  womaii  ? — ^BtiC  I  htttea  to  .  cdnclude  my 
oarrative. 

«  One  moraifig  I  had  bf^n  fauntering  throi]^ 
the  chapel  of  the  Ca^tW,  when  I  ca[me  to  a  door 
which  was  closed^  hut  not  locked*  My  natural 
curiosity  prompted  me  to  open  it,  and  I  soon 
lound  l^at  it  led  to  the  Cemetery.  The  siglrt  of 
this  place  shocked  me,  as  it  brought  to  my  re- 
membrance my  recent  insanityi — and  I  hastily 
quitted  it.  1  returned  thpougb  the  chapel  and 
the  Duke's  oratory^  to  my  chamber,  which  1  had 
scarcely  reaehed«  when  1  heard  the  voice  of 
some  one  in  extreme  pain.  -  I  looked  from  my 
WtfldoWt  wd  I  saw  beneadi  me  two  men,  one  of 
whom  was  hastily  quitting  thd  spt^  and  who 
very  sooa  disappeared  altogetlier  from  my  view; 
The  other  man^  with  whom  he  appeared  to  have 
been  .  qnarrellii^^,  was  evidently  deq^eralidy 
urottoded,  Shocked  at  the  sight,  I  was  9bo^  to 
shriiek  for  hel|^^  when  1  heard  sobie  steps  iofUy 
pM9Jaig  al^^g  the  gallery,  »ad  treacbog  aa  if  it 
w»swi«Mi  that  they  should  not  be  observed. 
I  kuQw  i^ot  what  oeeucced  to  .me  eicactly,  in 
thehvxrry  of  the  monient»  or  whether  I  supposed 
th^  eireumstaQoe  to  have  any  eoiittectiooc  with 
w)^  I .  had  jttst  wi.ttiessed  from  tbe  wiqdosi^>-^ 
iHit  I  was  piompted  by  »n  hrresu^Je  (wio^ity^ 
lo  stsftl  )g0atl7  to  my  .4o{«r;^nd  there i  co^ld 
j«flA'diatiflf  uisfe  the  Sarttiess  yfta:Qi2)eiitoia,.and 
«Mie;  pther  ladies  of  tbe^  Pourt  whie|i»nAg 
tiq^tlwr;  wfi  Wfmg  ttent  that  mtar  ^  'time  for 
them  to.g«  inter  the  park*  fer  that  tiray -wim ^«ire 
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that  the  Princess  would  not  fail  to  walk  to  her 
bower,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  the  Count  there. 
As  soon  as  1  thought  them  out  of  hearing,  I  stole 
into  the  gallery,  and  arriving  at  the  Pnncess'A 
door,  1  found  that  she  was  indeed  preparing  to ' 
leave  her  apartment,  being  in  a  walking  dress. 
It  was  necessary  that  she  should  be  informed  of 
her  danger;  and  therefore,  securing  myself  a 
hiding  place,  in  order  that  I  might  retire  to  it,-^ 
I  warned  her,  or  endeaTored  to  warn  her,  of  her 
danger,  by  exclaiming  from  my  concealment^ 
**  Lady,  forbear !" '  My  reason  for  doing  so  was, 
that  to  have  conveyed  the  same  intimation  per- 
sonally, would  have  been  for  me  to  shew  her, 
that  I  presumed  she  really  entertained  a  passion 
for  the  Count ;  and  I  was  therefore  compelled  to 
resort  to  that  mode  of  putting  her  on  her  guard. 
Notwithstanding  this,  however,  she  persiste^l  in 
what  was  evidently  her  original  intention,  of 
descending  into  the  park.  As  I  felt  really 
attached  to  her,  and  was  convinced  from  what 
I  had  observed  of  the  Baroness^  that  the  conse* 
qaences  of  her  persisting  might  be  highly  injuri- 
ous to  her, — I  remembered  that  to  assist  the 
unfortunate  man,  whom  I  ought  beforje  to  have 
helped,  might  still  be  the  means  of  preventing 
the  Princess  from  placing  herself  in  the  power 
of  a  few  vindictive  and  malicious  women.  I 
therefore  ran  back  to  my  apartment,  and  pro* 
viding  myself  with  some  bandages,  made  haste 
to  doscend  into  the  great  hall»  in  just  sufficient 
time  to  be  seen  by  the  Princess ;  well  knowing 
how  easy  a  matter  it  at  all  times  was,  to  interest 
»  3  m 
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ber  feelings,  and  to  excite  her  compassion.  She 
accordingly^  finding,  out  the  place  whither  1  was 
hasteningi  determined  to  accompany  me,  and  we 
reached  the  spot  where- 1  had  first  seen  the 
bleeding  huntsmen,  together.  No  person,  how- 
ever, save  ourselves^  was  there ;  unable  as  I  was 
to  account  for  the  circumstance,  I  was  appre* 
hensive  that  the  Princess  might  determine  to 
proceed  ;  and  to  preveilt  this,  I  pretended " 

Lord  Edward  here  interrupted  Bertha^  by 
telling  her  that  the  Connt  had  made  him  ac* 
quainted  with  the  subsequent  circumstances^ 
excepting  only  of  course,  Uiose  which  led  to  her 
own  confinement  in  the  Tower.  Bertha,  there- 
fore, concluded  her  narrative  in  the  following 
words : 

^'  Finding  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  Mas- 
querade, ( to  prepare  myself  for  which,  1  had  re- 
turned to  the  Chateau,  a  day  or  two  previously, 
under  the  pretence  of  visiting  some  firiends,)  how 
great  a  danger  I  was  running  of  detection ; — 
I  quitted  the  Castle,  with  the  assistance  of  those 
means,  which  I  had  taken  care  to  have  in  readi- 
ness. But  the  same  restless  fate  still  pursued 
me.  in  a  week  or  two  after  the  event,  I  heard 
of  the  melancholy  termination  of  the  Count's 
attempt  to  carry  off  the  Princess  of  Wolfenstein, 
and  of  the  imprisonment  of  yourself  and  the 
Count,  in  the  Tower.  I  was  many^  days  in  con- 
certing projects  for  the  deliverance  of  the  Count, 
at  least ;  you  see,  my  Lord,  that  my  sincerity, 
vrill  not  even  pay  you  the  compliment  of  saying, 
that  it  included  yourself.    At  length  the  foU 
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lowing  design  suggested  itself,  to  me.  I  again 
repaired  to  the  Castle,  and  getting  myself  ad- 
mitted under  some  pretence  or  other,  late  at 
night,  into  the  hall,  1  watched  my  opportunity  of 
secreting  myself.  I  should  tell  you,  I  had 
habited  myself  in  a  mourning  sait,  which  had 
once  belonged  to  my  unfortunate  brother ;  and 
the  porter  supposing  that  the  young  student 
which  I  represented  myself  to  be,  had  returned 
to  the  University  without  his  seeing  him,  retired 
to  rest,  having  closed  the  doors.  Well  knowing 
the  direction  in  which  the  different  chambers  of 
this  extensive  pile  were  situated,  I  soon  disco- 
vered my  way  to  the  Duke's  closet  or  oratory ; 
although  I  run  the  momentary  risk  of  being 
here  discovered  by  him^  as  nothing  was  more 
common,  than  his  rising  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  to  write  letters  or  dispatches.  I  sat  down 
at  the  table  and  framed,  as  well  as  my  alarm 
would  allow  me,  such  a  note  as  I  thought  he 
would  be  most  likely  to  write,  to  the  officer  who 
was  appointed  to  mount  guard  at  the  Tower. 
Of  course  I  made  every  endeavour  to  imitate  bis 
manner  of  writing,  with  the  utmost  exactness ; 
and  having  sealed  the  order  with  his  seal,  I  re- 
placed every  thing  in  the  closet,  in  its  former 
position,  and  regaining  my  hiding  place,  I  there 
waited  th^  hour  of  the  morning,  at  which  the 
porter  I  knew  was  accustomed  to  open  the  gates 
of  the  hall.  Impatiently  awaiting  the  moment 
at  which  some  circumstance  might  call  him  from 
his  duty,  it  at  length  arrived,  and  I  was  so  fortu^ 
nate  as  to  escape  from  the  Castle  unperceived. 
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I  repaired  instantly  to  the  Tower,  and  presenting 
my  note  to  the  officer,  he  read  it  without  sus- 
picion,  and  complied  with  its  terms,  which  were 
couched,  if  I  remember  right,  in  these  words: — 

/  Sir, 
*  On  the   receipt  of  this,  you  will  instantly 
^  desire  your  prisoner,  the  Count  Caraffa, — ^if  his 

*  wounds  will  enable  him^ — to  attend  me  forUi- 

*  with ;  and  in  the  mean  time  you  will  consider 
'  the  bearer,  as  placed  under  arrest.  You  are 
'  therefore  charged  to  take  the  roost  especial  care 
^  of  him,  till  the  return  of  the  Count  Caraflfa,  when 
'^  you  shall  hear  further  on  the  subject ' 

*  WOLFENSTEIN.' 

'^  I  saw  by  his  manner  that  the  officer  entertained 
not  the  slightest  suspicion.  I  therefore,  desiring 
to  be  conducted  upstairs  to  the  Count  Carafia, 
was  instantly  obeyed,  the  officer  following  close 
at  my  heels.  The  moment  was  a  jwecious  one. 
I  was  surprized  to  see  the  Count  so  well  re- 
covered, but  I  had  only  time  to  utter  a  single 
word,  before  the  officer  was  at  my  elbow.  That 
word  however  I  did  utter, — I  said  to  him, — 
"Escape  !" — And  then^  the  officer  interfering, 
and  not  supposing  that  1  had  exchanged  even 
a  single  word  with  the  Count,  briefly  explained 
to  him  that  the  Duke  was  waiting  to  see  him, 
and  that  1  was  to  await  his  return,  there.  1 
afi*ected  some  appearance  of  indignation  and 
suspicion  at  this  intelligence^  the  better  to  carry 
on  the  cheat.    The  Count  was  released  from  his 
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fetters,  and  as  I  trust,  effected  his  escape.  As 
the  hours  passed  on  without  his  returning,  the 
officer  manifested  some  surprize  at  his  long  ab- 
sence ;  but  it  was  not  until  almqst  midnight,  tiiat 
I  informed  him  what  was  the  true  state  of  the 
case.  His  rage  and  despair  were  without 
bounds  ; — ^nor  could  he  imagine  that  1  had  even 
then  told  him  the  truth,  because  it  was  quite 
impossible,  he  thought,  that  a  woman  should 
voluntarily  sacrifice  her  own  liberty,  to  secure 
that  of  any  man.  Having  chained  me  with  the 
same  chains^  which  had  lately  bound  the  Count ; 
(and  surely  never  did  fetters  set  so  lightly,  as 
that  reflection  caused  them  to  set  on  me,)  he 
hastily  left  the  Tower,  in  order  to  inform  the 
Duke.  His  anger  and  indignation  at  the  loss  of 
the  Count,  was  at  first  implacable ;-— but  on  re* 
flqction,  he  desired  the  officer  to  see  that  I  was 
instantly  furnished  with  female  apparel,  and 
other  necessaries ;  and  added,  that  he  would  as 
this  morning  decide  upon  my  destination  or  my 
punishment.  Hardly  had  I  availed  myself  of 
that  indulgence,  which  enabled  me  to  assume  aa 
apparel  more  becoming  my  sex,  when  the  Duke 
again  sent  for  the  officer,  with  several  letters 
which  he  directed  him  to  dispatch  immediately 
to  Bremen,  and  to  Hambui^,  by  the  soldiers 
who  were  under  his  orders.  This  being  done, 
he  was  to  repair,  without  the  1  oss  of  an  instant, 
to  the  Palace,  in  order  to  receive  further  instruc- 
tions. I  presume  either  that  the  hurry  of  the 
Duke's  commission,  or  an  idea  that  my  escape 
was  totally  impossible^  caused  bim  to  n^ect 
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securing  the  outer  door,  and  thus  enabled  yont 
Lordship  in  your  generous  attempt  to  emimcipate 
your  friend,  the  Count  Caraffa,  to  rescue  the  less 
deserving,  but  not  less  grateful  Bertha,  from  her 
captivity !" 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

THE'^Dutch  C^tain  had  happened  to  awake, 
somewhere  afiOM^at  part  of  Bertha's  narrative, 
in  which  she  gave  an  account  of  her  having 
restored  the  Count  to  liberty^  by  becoming  her- 
self a  prisoner ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  the  Skipper 
to  say^  ^  that  his  feelings  appeared  to  have  been 
greatly  interested  in  the  course  of  her  history ; 
for  at  the  conclusion,  he  still  smoked  on,  but  it 
was  only  at  intervals;  so  entirely  was  he  ab* 
sorbed  in  the  new  and  extraordinary  adventures 
of  Bertha^  that  he  was  absolutely  unable  to 
pursue  the  indulgence  of  his  favorite  luxury  un- 
interruptedly, and  he  broke  out  into  an  exclama- 
tion^ accompanied  by  an  oath^  which  it  is  not 
necessai^  to  repeat: — ^<How  much,*^  said  he, 
^'  m^:ht  the  gentleman  the  Count  pay  you,  young 
Lady,  for  thus  becoming  his  security  ?  it  was  a 
great  risk !" 

Lord  Edward  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
simplicity  of  his  worthy^  but  thrifty  friend ;  and 

>8erved,  that  it  was  only  required  of  Bertha 
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to  complete  her  interesting  narrative,  by  adding, 
as  a  sequel^  if  she  could  acquaint  him  with 
them,  what  were  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  Duke  to  liberate  him  hindself  ?  Berthff  in 
reply,  declared  that  she  had  only  heard  from 
the  officer,  that  the  moment  the  Duke  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  escape  of  the  Count,  he  had 
directed  the  release  of  Lord  Edward  ;  observ- 
ing, that  it  was  not  fair  that  he,  who  had  risked 
every  thing  for  his  friend,  should  reap  nothing 
but  disappointment  and  imprisonment,  whUe  his 
friend  had  at  least  recovered  his  liberty.  The 
good  ship  the  Twee  Gebroeders^  at  length  ar- 
rived, after  a  prosperous  passage,  at  Harwich ; 
and  there  Lord  Edward  in  the  sincerity  of  his 
heart,  made  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  pro- 
fessions imaginable :  for  it  was  not  a  declaration 
of  Jove,  but  rather  in  fact,  a  declaration  how 
much  and  how  truly  he  should  have  loved,  had 
not  the  destinies  of  a  great  and  gallant  nation 
entirely  pre-occupied  his  heart,  his  hopes,  his 
soul.  He  swore  that  of  all  the  women  whotn  he 
had  ever  known,  of  all  those  whose  generosity 
he  had  heard  recorded ; — ^the  virtue,  fidelity,  and 
nobleness  of  soul  evinced  by  Bertha  MClIer,  had 
surpassed  every  thing  he  had  either  heard  or  read 
of  I  ^^  But,"  added  he,  with  a  desponding  sigh : — 
'*  I  know  that  fate  has  marked  me  out,  the  vic- 
tim of  an  attempt  at  least,  to  rescue  from  bond*- 
age,  from  despotism,   and  disgrace, — ^the  land 

which  gave  me  birth : the  land  which  has  ever 

given  Heroes,  Patriots,  and  Statesmen,  to  those 
who  first  seduced  and  noHr  oppress  het  V  Biertha 
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was  almost  at  a  loss,  what  to  r^Iy  to  these  com^ 
pUments  of  Lord  Edward's ;  and  little  as  she 
wished  to  feel,  that^they  applied  to  her^  she  could 
not  but  suppose  that  some  meaning  was  intended, 
which  was  meant  to  apply  to  her.  She  respected 
however,  both  the  source  from  whence  the  com- 
pliments proceeded,  and  the  sincerity  with  which 
they  were  made. 

Lord  Edward  departed  for  London^  disguised 
as  a  Dutch  Jew :-— and  Bertha  wrote  to  her  friend 
at  Wemar,  to  explain  to  her  the  causes  of  the 
temporary  residence  she  intended  to  make  in 
England  ;  and  her  wish  to  be  informed  whedier 
she  might  venture  or  no,  to  return  to  Lenenbei^n, 
should  her  affairs  call  her  that  way.  After 
having  performed  this  necessary  piece  of  busi- 
ness, she  proceeded  to  London  herself,  intend- 
ing to  make  herself  known  to  Caroline,  then 

Princess  of  W— - — ^  and  now  Queen  of . 

Leaving  Bertha  MuUer  safely  seated  in  that 
ordinary,  and  unromantio  vehicle,  called  a  stage 
coach;  we  will  now  rejoin  her^  whom  it  was 
our  duty  to  have  remained  with  all  this  time, — 
Caroline  herself.  Upon  arriving  at  London,  the 
particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  our  Ap- 
pendix, she  was  received  with  those  great  and 
distinguished  honors,  which  were  proper  to  be 
paid  to  the  future  Queen  of  such  mighty  king- 
doms as  those,  which  she  was  one  day  to  be 
called  on  to  rule  over.  She  was  speedily  con- 
ducted to  the  Palaces  of  her  destined  bus- 
and,  and  fathw-in-law, — and  shortly  afterwards 
Btrried  to  the  present  King  of   '         at 
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House ;  the  \me  King  and  Queen^  and  every 
member  of  the  Royal  Family  being  present.  For 
the  particulars  of  this  ceremonial^  we  most  also 
refer  our  readers  to  the  Appendix. 

Before  we  proceed  to  state  the  Various  vicissi- 
tudes which  befel  the  amiable  Caroline,  it  may 
not  be  improper  that  the  reader  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  correspond ence,  which  passed 

between  the  Bonourable  Mrs.  V ,  the  Baroness 

Van  Orpenton,  the  Margravine  of  B— — ,  Lady 

H— ,  the    Duchess  of   D — 7-,  Mrs.  P , 

JLady  C  ■■■,  and  several  others^  among  whom 
^e  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  notorious  Lady 

J> 9.     We    acccHrdingly  here  subjoin    som$ 

correspondence,  which  cannot  fail  to  prove 
highly  interesting^  as  the  authentic  and  hitherto 
unpublished  opinions^,  sentiments,  and  communi- 
cations of  several  distinguished  and  eminent 
personages^  many  of  whom  are  at  this  moment 
alive. 
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,THE  FEMALE  CABAL. 


JB k,  1793, 

TAe  JBaTOfte«6  Tom  Fritthaok^  to  Ladj/  H 1 — n, 

at  Naples. 

My  DEAR  H — *T — N. 

"  I  feel  greatly  indebted  to  you  for 
your  affectionate  congratulations^  on  my  recent 
marriage  to  the  Baron  Von  Friesbacfa.  You  are 
hot  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  live  in  the  midst 
of  splendor,  and  of  Court  magnificence ;  and  you 
isn^e  correct  in  saying  that  this  is  entirely  to  my 

taste*    But  oh !  my  dear  H ,  what  surprimng 

changes  in  our  manners  and  our  character,  the  heart 
effects.  You,  who  knew  me  as  Ottavia  Goderina, 
when  I  lived  with  my  poor  mother  on  the  banks 
of  the  Lago  Maggiore ; — ^you,  who  were  acquaint- 
ed with  me  then,  when  even  in  our  humble  cot, 
as  I  have  heard  you  many  times  declare^  I  used 
to  affect  the  airs  and  dignity  of  an  Italian  Mar- 
chesa ; — ^you^  who  have  so  often  rallied  me  upon 
my  insensibility  to  the  tender  passion; — how 
will  you  believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  that  the 
little  god^  in  revenge  for  my  former  coldness, 
has  at  length  pierced  my  heart  with  one  of  his 
sharpest  darts.  Yes,  Emma !  there  some  three 
or  four  years  ago,  arrived  at  this  Couft,  almost 
ounediately  after  my  marriage  with  the  Baron, 
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&  perfect  ApoHo  of  a  man,  as  for  app«kraBce, 
but  a  very  Jupiter,  I  anure  you,  for  dignity,— • 
called  the  GouDt  Can^l — He  was  at  that  lime 
only  Captain  Bariiamj  and  had  recently'  pirticu- 
larly  distinguished  himself  in  an  afiair  with  th* 
French  advanced  guard,  commanded  by  General 
De  Saix.  This  will  immediately  call  to  yonr 
remembrance,  the  affair  of  which  I  speak.  He 
has  since  ^ven  repeated  instances  of  uacommon 
bravery  and  cooloess,  and  attained  m  the 
Austrian  service  the  highest  honors,  both  .of 
military  and  state  dignity.  Bat  soon  after  bis 
appearance  at  this  Coart,  an  ilnfortouate  attach^ 
meat,  which  he  was  so  rash  as  to  entertain  for 
the  Princess  CaroKne  of  Wolfenstein,  drew  up<ni 
him  the  displeasure  of  the  DuJte,  and  he  soon 
after  quitted  the  Court.  But  after  an  absence^ 
which  I  candidly  confess,  X  thon^t  a  very  long 
one, — he  again  appeared  here,  after  having  saved 
his  Serene  Highness  from  becoming  the  victim  of 
a  most  diabolical  plot,  which  had  been  concerted 
by  a  sort  of  banditti,  (who  infest  these  parts,  and 
consist  for  the  most  part  of  disbanded  French 
soldiery ;) — to  carry  him  off,  and  give  him  over,  as 
it  is  now  generally  supposed  was  their  intention 
— into  the  hands  of  the  French,  revolutionary 
Generals.  Upon  the  Duke's  return  to  Wolfeii- 
stem,  his  gratitude  prompted  <him  to  pay  even 
additional  honors  and  attention  to  his  friend  the 
Connt  Caraffa. 

"  And  must  },  my  dear  £mma,  tell  yoa  tlie 
sequel?  Must  I  indeed  acknowledge,  that  this 
man,  whom  I  so  much  loved,  ( I  find  I  have  con 
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feaMd'M  much  in  the  b^cmaiiig  of  my  letter;) 
eoteitaioa  an  ardent  paMion,  Uvea  only  fidr  Uiis 
fertonate  Gafoline;  whHe  J,  the  aame  Ottavia^ 
whom  you  youraelf  have  so  repeatedly  reproached 
lor  utter  insensibility^  am  consumed  with  rage^ 
disappointment,  and  my  unfortunate  attach- 
ment! So,  however,  my  dear  H«*-— ,  itia; — and 
the  most  extraordinary  thing  of  all  is,  that  this 
fortunate  Caroline,  is  absolutdy  the  destined 
bride  of  your  own  admired  Prince,  of  whom  I 
have  heard  you  yourself  so  repeatedly  apeak,  in 
terms  of  rapture.  Pray  tell  me  then*  my  dear 
Enmia,  since  doubtless  yon  are  acquaiated  with 
the  intention  of  the  Court  of  St  J-^— s,  what  is 
the  character  of  the  future  Monarch  of  yonr  great 
country?  or  whence  it  is,  that  Caroline  of  Lenen- 
bergen  should  have  been  selected  out  of.  all  the 
fiunilies  of  all  the  reigning  honses  of  Europe, 
for  his  Conaort?  I  will  tell  you  what  we  consider 
to  he  her  character,  and  I  assure  you  that  the 

Baroness  Van  O ,  the  Margravine  of  B— , 

whom  yoo  know  by  report,  her  aiater  Madame 
de  S<^— ,  who  is  hardly  worth  knowing,  and  the 
Countess  St.  Aubri,  a  French  Lady  of  great 
tsi^te,  and  excellent  wit,— but  rather  too  immacu- 
late,— and    myself, are    all    agreed  in    our 

definition. 

«'  The  Princess  of  Wolfenstein,  then,  is  as 
amiable,  as  gentle,  and  as  dull,  as  well  can  be 
imagined.  This  is  not.aU; — she  is  absolutely 
industrious  1  an  annoyance,  at  all  times  inauflfer- 
able  to  those  Ladies  of  the  Court,  who  have  to 
move  about  the  person  of  the  Princeflfs.    She  is 


moreover,  excMdingly  ptoii8, — ^and  iken  are  not 
wanting  diose^  who  remember  lier  to  have  been 
to  chttrch  upon  some  occasions,  snch  for  inetaiice 
as  the  death  of  her  Uncle  ;^— even  more  thttd  once 
upon  one  day  I    Is  all  this,  my  dear  H— -»^  to  be 
borne  ? — Bot  I  assnre  yon  on  my  honor,  Ihifi  is  not 
the  worst  ;'--l  have  seen  foreign  Ambassadors 
arriving  at  this  Court,  who  have  been  received . 
by  the  Princess ;  and  after  leaving  the  presence 
chamber  .have  said,  that  they  never  met  such 
unrestrained  politeness,  and  afiability,  forsooth  I 
because,  continued  they,  we  felt  ourselves  with- 
out that  iiiskd  of  unpleasant  feeling,  the  result  of 
an  assumed  superiority,  and  unbending  pride. 
My  sentiments,  my  dear  H — ,  on  this  head,  are 
well  known  to  you.  Were  I  Princess  of  Wolfen- 
stein,  I  would  better  consult  the  dignity  of  my 
rank,  by  impressing  all  who  came  into  my  pre- 
sence, with  a  proper  sense  of  my  superiority ; — 
of  my  exalted  station ; — and  at  all  times  should 
1  deem  it  a  greater  praise,  that  Ottavia,  Baroness 
Von  Friesbach  acquitted  herself  with  ^'  becom-^ 
ing  sense  of  her  own  dignity/'  than  that  she  in- 
spired adimration,  by  so  poor  and  questionable 
an  accomplishment,  as  condescension,  amiable 
condescension,  to  her  inferiors.    1  have  then  to 
conjure  you,  instantly  to  write  me  an  account  of 
all  that  you  know,  relative  to  this  far-famed 
Prince  of  yours  ;-*of  whom,  in  this  quarter  of  Ger- 
many, I  assure  you  we  hear  much.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  if  he  be  really  a  man  of  that  spirit  and 
gaiety,  which  he  is  generally  understood  to  pos- 
sess ;  that  it  would  be  highly  proper  and  becom- 


log,  llial  fiMne  charitable  <}bmtiaQ  should  before- 
baad^  waro  him  of  the .  sondvre  and  logubrioiw 
character  of  ber^  who  is^  we  underataod*  to.  be 
inflicted  oq  him  as  his  wife.  FjareweU,  my  dew 
JSmma!  remember  me  to  our  ftiend  Sir  Williun, 
apd  be  assured  of  the  lasting  attachment  of 

•   -  Ottavia  Vi  F. 


Th€  Baroness  Van  Orpentovi,  to  the  Hanoralde 

Mrs.  V — .  m  Londm. 

B k,  1794. 

My  dear  V , 

«*  I  CAN  never  forget,  that  when  I  was 
in  'London,  the  woman  whom  the  public  voice 
declared  to  be  the  wittiest,  the  most  lovely ,  and 
the  most  fascinating  at  those  Drawing  Rooms, 
which  make  your  old  prison-like  looking  Palace, 
at  the  bottom  of  St.  J — ^  street,  astonished  at 
its  own  splendor, — ^was-^yourself !  It  is  in  vain 
for  you  you  know,  to  deny  this,  with  the  most 
enchanting  smile  in  the  world, — or  to  profess 
that  you  have  no  recollection  of  a  certain 
conversation,  M'hich  I  bad  with  you  in  that 
'very  I>rawing  Room,  before  I  was  married, 
when  the  very  same  thing  was  said  of  you  by 

^  ^rd  Sbel e ;  and  the  P — -  himself  coming 

'  at  the  time,  declared  that  he   was  firmly 
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Gonvinced  of  the  same  fact  Now  the  reason  i 
fnention  this  circamstance  to  you,  is,  that  I  think 
you  are  greatly  concerned  in  the  news^  with 
Which  our  Court  here  is  so  full.     It  is  undersiodd 

here,  that  theP of  W-^ is  about  to  be  wed; 

-^about  to  enter  into  that  delightful  state,  wkh 
our  fVincess  Caroline  of  Wolfenstein.  You  can* 
not  surely  be  so  totally  unconcerned  at  the  suc- 
cess of  one,  whom  you  must  <;oni^ider  as  3roiii 
rival,  as  to  hear  of  this  circumstance  witii  mere 
indifference.  Pray  then,  my  dear  V—,  let 
me  hear  whether  it  be  really  true !  If  I  were  not 
almost  afraid  of  trusting  my  thoughts  to  pafier, 
I  could  really  be  tempted  to  add,  that  as  you 
are  known  to  possess  an  influence  of  the  most 
tender  kind,  over  one  of  the  most  elegant  Princea 
of  the  day ;  I  would  have  you  exercise  it»  to  in- 
duce him  to  change  his  determination,  seeing, 
that  if  his  choice  should  really  be  fulfilled^  it 
would  be  conferring  so  great  a  triumph  oo  one, 
whom  myself  and  my  friends  have  conceived  a 
most  reasonable,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  a  most 
exceeding  dislike  for,  on  account  of  those  rer jr 
qualities  which  she  most  values  herself  on,  pm-» 
dery,  principle,  and  piety ;  that  she  will  become 
absolutely  unendurable.  As  it  is,  our  most  in^^ 
hocent  little  pleasures  have  been  attacked  and 
curtailed,  by  the  unreasonable  seriousness  and 
solemnity  of  thia 'Princess.  And  thus,  notwith* 
standing  that  we  sometimes  contrive,  by  a  little 
managetaent  and  cajolery,  to  make  the  Duke  for 
a  few  moments,  excessively  irritated  against  bee, 
it  is  all  butside  fihow^  and  nothing  more.    The 
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good  man  naagioes  that  hb  daughtert  is  at  oAce 
the  most  pious,  and  most  affiactiCHDiatey  and  the 
mMt  prodent  of  uU  daughters.  As  for  herself, 
we  understand  that  she  has  noauoated  us,  *'  The 

FsMALE  Cabal  !" — and  in  truths  my  dear  V j 

we  do  not  intend  to  be  honored  with  so  pretty  a 
title,  for  nothing !  Thai  is  to  ony,  that  though  the 
Margravine,  and  her  sister.  Yon  Friesbach,  and 
tttyselfj  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  get  rid  of  her 
altogether ;  and  no  longer  to  foe  teased  with  the 
ccinsorious  gravity,  and  austere  sedateness  of  the 
Princess,  yet  we  cannot  for  our  lives  set  down 
contentedly,  with  the  knowledge  that  she  is  to 
become  the  wife  of  your  Prince^  and  that  we  are 
ta  remain  in  B  ■  k  Lenenbeigai,  good^  dull, 
and  plodding  wives,  tormented,  God  help  us ! 
with  t^e  daily,  and  hourly  sight  of  our  own 
doating  husbands. 

'^  As  for  me,  my  existence  is  the  most  ^xtraordi- 
imry  caricature  on  the  life  of  a  woman  of  spirit 
imBginable  I  They  have  no  notion  in  this  elegant 
Courts  of  killing  the  monster  Time,  except  it  be 
in  some  or  other  of  the  following  ways,  namely ; 
eating,  drinking,  smoking,  or  sleeping.  Von 
Friesbach  and  myself,  in  self  defence,  were 
obliged  to  institute  card-playing.  Of  course  the 
thing  has  become  Very  general ;  for  it  is  but  poor 
praise  to  ourselves  to  say,  that  we  lead  the 
fashions  here,  who  are  the  only  conversiidble  be- 
mgs  in  the  Duke's  territory.  But  we  have 
bad  reason  to  repent  of  our  humanity,  in  ii^til* 
ling  into  their  minds,  some  knowledge  of  the 

''iments  of  ibis  elegant  accomplishment.    The 
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Duchess  cheats  ipost  i^bomiQaMy,  aud  con^iden 
herself  the  jnost  ill-starred  woQaan  in  existenee, 
*  if  ^ke  does  not  win  very  largely,  ev^ery  time  that 
she  sits  dowp  to  the  table.    X^e  Puke,  who  has 
a,  great  heart»  and  i^  professedly  the  best,  and 
bravest  General  of  his  day,  ha^  a  few  choi^ 
oaths,  Dot  much  l^ss  ii^  length^  than  one  of  hi? 
own  regiments,  placed  single  rank  and  file^-*^ 
which  he  obliges  us  with  whenever  he  los^s  a 
cousickrable  fiiake  to  a  gentleman ;  for,  to.  do  hitt 
justice^  he  really  loses  with  becoming  ease  a^^ 
calmpess^  when  a  lady  is  the  .winner:  that  10^ 
provided  it  be  not  his  own  wife  I     Now,  on  ^oh 
opcasionsi, ,  when  the  Duke  thus  indulges  in  % 
latitude  of  swearing,  the  good  Duchess  crosses 
herself ;  the  pious  Duke^  offended  at  so  CathoI)( 
an  allusion,  which  I  presume  his  consort  has  iuyor 
luntarily  borrowed    from    the  practice  of  her 
Father, — ^by  way  pf  proving  his  own  orthodox 
Protestant  Faith,  calls  down  a  curse  upon  evet^ 
saint  in  the  Roman  Calendar,  with  a  coarseness^ 
and  appropriate  gesticulation,  which  would  iic^ 
disgrace   a  trooper    of  his    own    regiment    of 
Saltgd  n^    As  for  my  own  good  Iiord^  the 

Baron,  I  thought  him  very  well  lyhen  I  married 
him*,  but  I  find  him .  very  foolish.  To  give  yoi| 
one  instance,  which  may  I  think  suffice ; — i — -J 
was  playing ,  the  other  night  a  single  game  of 
Picquet^  against  the  Baroness  Yon  Friesbach 
for  a  stake  of  only  fifty  L^ouis-d'or;  f  had  held 
two  bad  hands,  and  nothing  was  more  reason-, 
aUe^  (kBXi  it  then  was,  for  me  to  imagine,  that- 
my  fifty  Louis*d'or  were  in  a  very  declining  con* 
^  3o 
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dition.  My  foolish  husband  was  looking  over 
my  shoulders,  with  a  gravity  in  his  countenance^ 
which  I  thought  exceedingly  impertinent, — and 
seeing  that  it  was  very  proper  that  he  should  be 
plagued  a  little  bit,  I  said  to  him ; — '*  1  am  glad  to 
perceive^  Sir,  by  your  countenance,  that  you  are 
aware  of  the  very  little  time  which  will  elapse^ 
before  these  fifty  Louis-d'ors  will  be  accommo- 
dated in  the  purse  of  the  Baroness  Von  Fries- 
bach  !  it  is  good,  Sir,  to  meet  troubles  half  way ; 
for  which  reason,  it  will  be  exceedingly  proper, 
that  you  immediately  place  another  fifty  Lionis^ 
at  my  disposal !'' — Now  will  you  believe  what 
followed  ?  He  took  upon  himself  to  frown  at 
me^  and  told  me  with  a  countenance  as  solemn,  as 
if  he  were  speaking  the  truth  ; — *'  that  fifty  Louis- 
d'or  were  tt>o  many  to  lose  at  a  time  1"— 1  was 
quite  astonished  at  him ; — **  that  he  would  give  me 
no  m^re  that  night ! — **  I  grew  quite  angry  with 
him. — He  then  quoted  a  passage  from  some  an- 
cient attorney  I  believe,  whom  they  call  Puffen- 
dorf  ;--to  shew  that  '*  the  prosperity  of  a  nation, 
was  in  some  degree  founded  upon  a  proper  em- 
ployment of  the  people's  time ;"  while  cards  he 
observed,  were  trifles  only  fit  for  children  .... 
I  quite  blushed  for  him !.....  He  then  went 
on  to  talk  about  the  duties  of  good  wives  .  .  .  « 
and  I  left  the  room ! 

**  Pity  me,  my  dear  V ,  and  imagine  how 

great  my  ennui  must  be,  when  I  am  compelled 
to  use  the  desperate  remedy  of  writing  such  an 
immoderately  long  letter  as  this  is.  Let  me 
bear  from  you  soon,  1  conjure  you^  with  evCTy 
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information  which  you  can  obtain,  as  to  the  in* 
tended  marriage,  and  every  means  which  you 
intend  to  employ^  in  order  to  frustrate  and  defeat 
it;  in  which,  believe  me,  you  will  be  most  cor- 
dially aided  by,  your  affectionate  friend^ 

*^Orpenton." 


Emma,    Lady    H — t — n,    to  the  Baroness   Von 

Friesbach. 

Naples,  1794. 

^'  I  WAS  not  a  little  delighted,  beautiful  Ottavia, 
at  receiving  your  long  expected,  and  agreeable 
letter.  I  should  have  answered  it  long  before,  but 
for  the  alarm  under  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  s 
Naples  have  laboured  for  some  time  past,  at  the 
recurrence  of  several  of  those  extraordinary 
symptoms,  which  preceded  the  great  earthquake 
that  desolated  Calabria  in  1783 ;  and  I  ma[y  say 
that  ever  since  the  earthquake,  which  levelled 
Oppido  with  the  ground  three  years  back.  Sir 
William^  in  that  extraordinary  taste  for  which  he 
is  so  distinguished,  has  been  incessantly  engaged 
in  exploring  volcanoes,  ravines,  and  the  beds  of 
rivers  that  have  forgotten  to  flow ;  so  that,  were  I 
to  communicate  to  him  your  kind  regards,  he 
would,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  most  probably  forget 
them  the  next  moment.  But  I  hasten  to  reply 
more  parttculariy  to  yOur  letter.  You  ask  me  to 
inform  you,  *>  what  is  really  the  character  of  his 
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Royal  flightless?*^  In  atitfwer  to  tMs,  I  must 
obsjerre  that  1  have  hadfe  w  opportanities  of  judg- 
ing, what  may  be  the  real  complttion  of  his  mind. 
His  person  is  handsome ;  his  deportment  com- 
manding ;  and  his  manners,  iti  die  highest  degree 
elegant  His  amusements  I  believe^  are  dissi- 
pated ;  but  that  is  an  evil,  common  to  young  men 
in  his  station^  and  surrounded  by  such  compan- 
ions, as  those  with  whom  he  associates.  I 
candidly  confess,  that  1  see  nothing  very  alarm- 
ing in  all  this,  nor  can  I  think  that  a  thing  to  be 
wondered  at^  which,  if  it  did  not  exist,  would  be 
a  circumstance  infinitely  more  extraordinary. 
Of  his  pursuits^  I  believe  I  may  speak  more  cer- 
tainly, and  less  favourably.  They  appear  to  be 
trivial  ones  indeed  !  Thus  much  upon  this  topic. 
Your  informatioa  I  apprehend  to  be  perfectiy 
correct,  having  been  long  infenrmed  of  the  intea- 
tion  entertained  by  our  Cabinet  dt  hofne»  of  pro^ 
posing  such  a  match ;  and  here,  my  dear  Otbivia» 
since  you  have  so  candidly  put  the  cane  to  me^ 
I  shall  with  eq^at  freedom,  ibform  yon  what  my 
sentiments  are  upon  the  principal  subject  of  your 
letter.  I  think  that  jrou  ahd  your  friendaare  acting 
a  wrong  and  ungeneroi^,  and  a  most  misc^ievotts 
part,  in  endeavouring  to  sow^  aii  I  can  nee  yon 
are  sowing,  the  seeds  of  future  ^^ssenston  between 
thoee,  who  according  to  yonr  own  account,  are 
(Portly  to  be  united.  I  ever  admired  the  vivacity 
and  spirit  of  my  charming  friend ;  but  1  should  far 
ever  regret, that  she  should  do  any  thing  so  unwor^ 
thy  of  h^«elf,and  so  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  her 
character,  as  to  descend  into  a  wiUing  nnd  nsndy 
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mischief  mak»^  whether  actuated  by  principles  of 
peraooat  animosity,  or  by  the  less  excusable 
feeling  of  envy!  For  God's  sake,  itfy  dear 
Baroness,  reflect  what  you  are  abont  to  do,  and 
do  not  unthinkingly  persevere  in  a  system  of 
conduct,  the  professed  object  of  which,  as  it 
results  from  your  own  letters,  is, — to  procure^  or 
to  aflford  any  information  which  miiy  at  once 
gratify  your  anger,  and  be  £iktal  to  the  Aiture 
peace  of  an  unsuspecting,  and  as  I  apprehend 
from  your  description,  an  innocent  woman.  In 
offering  these  observations^  it  is  surely  not 
necessary  fpr  me  to  say,  that  they  are  made 
from  no  interested  or  personal  motive.  I  never 
saw  the  Princess  of  Wolfenstein  in  my  life^ 
neither  do  I  know  any  thii^g  of  her  by  report 
even,  excepting  the  information  I  may  have 
rec^ved  from  a  few  English  officers,  who  have 
been  residing  here  ever  since  the  evacuation  of 
Toulon,  last  year.  Those  gentlemen,  indeed^ 
who  have  seen  her  at  the  Court  of  Vienna,  speak 
in  very  high  and  very  honourable  terms  of  her ; — 
and  I  do  acknowledge, — notwithstanding  all 
those  little  animated  sarcasms,  which  you  know 
how  to  insiouate  so  well  and  so  gracefully,  and 
with  which  your  letter  abounds, — ^that  I  am 
tempted  to  believe  the  account  which  they  g^ve 

me. Once  ftiore,  my  dear  Baroness,  let 

ine  entreat  you' to  desist  from  every  thing  ap- 
proaching to  persecution,  or  contrary  to  the  native 
generosity  of  your  character.  1  am  confident 
that  you  proposed  in  the  first  instance,  nothing 
fiirtker  than  your  amusement,  in  the  little  system 
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of  plaguing  that  you  mention ;  but  remember^ — 
that  reputation  like  the  chrystal,  is  at  once 
brilliant  in  itself,  but  easy  to  be  sullied ;  of  a 
precious  value,  but  easily  destroyed ;  .  •  .  And 
tfaisj  Ottavia,  is  the  chrystal  which  you  are  play* 
ing  ivith  .....  This  the  gem^  beloi^ing  to 
another^  which,  if  you  oilce  deslaroy,  you  never 
ca,n  replace  to  her.  Think  of  this^  and  believe 
that  I  am  ever  your,  faithful  and  attached 

"Emma." 


The  Honorable  Mrs.  V ,  to  the  Baroness  Van 

Orpenton. 

London. 

*'  The  letter  1  have  this  morning  received  from 
you,  my  dearest  Orpenton,  has  placed  me  in  the 
most  singular  situation  imaginable.  I  accept  it, 
however,  as  a  valuable  proof  of  your  friendship, 
that  you  did  not  fail  to  send  me  the  earliest 
intelligence  in  your  po wer^  of  an  event  w:hich  you 
suppose,  and  with  reason,  must  considerably 
affisct  my  peace  of  mind ; — ^inammch  as  it 
regards  the  condition  of  one,  for  whom  it  will  be 
affectation  in  me  to  deny,  I  entertain  the  warm* 
est  and  fondest  regard.  It  is  indeed  too  true, 
that  owing  to  a  kind  of  state  custom,  and  to  the 
usage  of  this  country  ^ver  since  the  time  of 
Queen  Mary  the  Firsts— »the  individual  who  may 
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All  a  certain  illustrious  station,  which  I  need  not 
name,  if  he  marries,  must  marry  into  a  foreign 
family ; — ^and  thus  it  is^  indeed,  too  true,  that  I 
must  expect  to  be  for  ever  excluded  from  that 
presence,  in  which  I  have  long  been  accustomed 
to  place  all  the  happiness  of  my  life;  I,  to  whom, 
boundless  as  my  attachment  has  been,  my  affec- 
tion has  been  returned  ; can  now  only  look 

forward  with  gloomy  and  sleepless  anxiety^  to 
that  moment  which  must  for  ever  destroy  all  my 
bopes^  and  all  my  happiness !  Is  there  no  way 
left  to  avert  this  horrible  destiny?  ....  Believe 
me,  when  I  say  that  nothing  could  afford  a  single 
iota  of  comfort  to  my  mind,  but  the  consolatory 
information  contained  in  your  letter,  relative  to 
your  own  intentions,  and  those  of  your  friends  in 
this  case; — the  hatred,  which  it  is  most  evident 
you  entertain  against  a  certain  lady;  and  the 
determination  which  you  there  manifest,  to  put 
into  execution  the  purposes  of  your  own  daring 
and  high  spirits  ....  I  declare  to  you,  upon 
the  word  of  a  slighted  woman, — for  I  cannot 
conceal  from  myself  the  miserable  truth  that 
such  I  am, — my  soul  has  not  known  what  joy  is^ 
ever  since  the  fatal  day;  upon  which  1  first  heard 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  Court !  .  .  .  .  In 
mercy's  sake;  for  the  love  of  your  neglected 
friend ;''-*for  the  pleasures  of  revenge; — for  the 
sweet  hope  of  triumph,  persevere  in  your  formidr 
able  hostility,  and  prevent,  by  any  means,  an 
union,  which  will  raise  an  obscure  foreigner  to 
the  envied  honor  of  sharing—-^ — alas !  I  cannot 
even  name  it; — my   bosom  will  not   own  the 
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tort^l^ti:^   tfioughtl — But    shall    this   fortanate 
mmioB,  with  her  affected  pradery  and  her  cen-. 
Bonous  starchness^  not  merely  eclipfie,  my  dear 
OrpeatoD,  the  honors  which  have  beea,  and  if 
vre  WILL  it^  still  shall  be  ours ;  but  in  the  fetce  of 
the  whole  iincharitable  world,  by  the  coldness 
and  serioasness  of  her  own  demeanor,  impute  to 
us  as  a  crime,  the  indulgence  i^  those  innoceiU  and 
graceful  lecitieSj  without  which,  life,  to  souls  like 
ours,  would  be  at  once   vapid,   burthensome, 
and  worthless  ?    Let  me  conjure  you  then  not  to 
relax  in  one  effort,  whose  object  may  be  to  cause 
at  least  some  pab  and  disturbance  to  our  great 
enemy,  if  we  cannot  succeed  in  defeating  her 
altogether.    Pray  write  me  speedily,  and  foigive 
the  incoherencies,  which,  in  the  course  of  this^ 
letter,  must,  I  am  sure,  have  be^n  committed  by 
a  WomsuEL.so  distracted  and  so  wretched  aa  your 
unhappy  friend^ 


*^k 


<  •• 


Margravine  of  B- ,  to  the  Baroneee  Van 

Orpentan.  (No.  1 .) 


'^  1  TOOK  an  opportunity  of  calling  according  to 
your  request  at  the  Count's  house  in  H — stedt. 
It  was  only  by  making  use  of  that  sovereign 
charm  which  you  so  strenuously  recommended  me 
to  apply,  viz.  a  bribe,  that  f  could  induce  the  old 
couple  who  live  next  door  to  give  me  any  accotmt 
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of  the  maimer  in  which  he  has  been  accustomed 
to  pass  his  time ;  for  I  was  well  instructed »  before 
hand,  that  money  would  have  no  effect  upon 
the  fidelity  of  the  Englishman  Wentworth.  We 
are,  it  now  undoubtedly  appears,  right  in  our 
conjectures,  that  *' the  interviews  must  have  taken 
place ;  for  the  Count,  they  say,  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  be  away  from  his  residence,  during  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  day ;  and  upon  the  days, 
with  the  dates  of  which  ^ou  furnished  me.  I 
have  ascertained  beyond  all  doubt  that  he  went 
out  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  the 
times  of  his  return,  so  far  as  my  informants 
could  remember  them,  exactly  correspond  with 
those  which  resulted  from  our  own  calculations. 
Now,  I  need  not  entreat  you,  my  dear  Orpenton, 
to  make  every  possible  use  in  your  power,  of 
this  communication :  for  my  aversion  to  a  cer- 
tain party  more  than  ever  'increases :  this  very 
day,  the  little  circumstance  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  of,  occurred  to  me,  with  every  aggravation 
which  you  may  imagine  it  could  receive  from  the 
time,  the  manner,  and  the  place. 

''  The  Duke  did  not  leave  the  saloon  till  some 

time  after  yourself.     Lord  H was  replying 

to  some  question  or  other  of  the  Duchesses,  rela- 
tive to  the  morals  of  the  E Court  (you  know 

what  an  unfashionable  woman  it  is,)and  he  made 
out  that  the  ladies  of  his  Court  were  the  most 
chaste,  the  most  faithful,  the  most  amiable  crea- 
tures in  existence ;  and  that  those  against  whom 
any  suspicion  of  indulging  a  little  ''  tendresse^ 

»  3p 
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for  another,  (I  mean  not  the  husband,)  which 
**  tendresse''  the  rudeness  of  the  people  is  pleased 
to  call  infidelity,  are  not  even  received  by  the  Q — . 
The  Duchess  and  her  mighty  daughter  con- 
tinued listening  with  the  most  profound  attention 
to  all  this  stuff,  till  I  lost  my  patience  .... 
Presently  his  Lordship  began  to  talk  of  the  num- 
ber of  ambassadors  which  it  sometimes  happened 
were  to  be  received  at  the  same  time  by  that 

branch  of  the  R Family,  who  might  happen 

to  preside  in  what  they  call  a  D ^g  Room.     I 

could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  indulge  in  a 
little  malice;  and  tl^refore  looking  full  at  the 
Princess,  while  I  spoke,  1  said,  ''  Doubtless^  my 
Lord^  it  must  require  in  the  lady  who  may  have 
tliat  honor,  a  very  great  share  of  talent,  vivacity, 
elegance  and  wit  to  fill  so  imposing  a  station?" 
''And  fidelity,"  laconically  remarked  the  Prin- 
cess. Must  I  own  my  weakness? — I  did  intend 
that  my  observation  should  have  taught  the  girl 
to  know  her  own  want  of  the  requisites  I  men- 
tioned ;  and  never  dreamt,  that  her  pertness  had 
so  far  advanced  with  her  unmerited  good  fortune, 
as  to  render  her  bold  enough  to  make  a  comment 
upon  me,  which  caused  a  smile  upon  the  vapid 

countenances  of  Lord  H and  Lord  L — — . 

But  it  has  only  added  fresh  fuel  to  the  unquench- 
able hatred  I  bear  to  ...  «  Come  to  me  to 
night;  and  let  us  devise  our  future  progress. 
Believe  me,  1  am  all  impatience  to  inflict  some 
signal  vengeance  upon  this  proud,  this  fortunate 
Princess!  Her  marriage  1  am  fully  persuaded 
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k  will  DOt  be  in  our  power  to  preveat;- butwe- 
Miay  do  more ;  we  may  make  it  as  miserable  to 
her,  as  can  ever  be  wished  by 

"  B ." 

"  P.  S.  I  enclose  you  a  note  to  your  sister." 


Madame  S ,  to  the  Margravine  o/B .  (No.  2.) 

(Enclosed  in  ihe  precediogO 

"  Your  wislies,  my  dear  sister,  are  executed ;  { 
denied  myself,  notwithstanding  the  sultriness  of 
the  afternoon,  my  usual  indulgences  and  repose ; 
and  although  I  got  rather  too  late  to  the  Bower, 
to  bear  any  conversation  that  might  have  taken 
place  between  the  parties  you  mentioned,  yet 
1  saw  the  Count  taking  leave  of  her  I  cannot 
exert  myself  to  write  you  any  thing  further,  but 
Mai^aretha  can  inform  you  of  any  other  parti 
culars,  of  which  you  may  wish  to  be  possessed. 
Adieu  *'  De.  S." 


The   Countess   St.  Aukri,  to  ihe    Baroness    Von 
Friesbach.     (No.  3.) 

. "  JVIy  dear  Baro»iess, 

"  1  TOOK  care  to  shape  my  walk,  (hav- 
ing provided  in  case  of  accident,  two  or  threes 


bree^ 

/ 
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tendants,  who  followed  at  some  distance,)  to 
the  places  you  mentioned ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
tell  you^  that  I  observed  no  suspicious  looking 
character  lurking  about,  neither  was  I  able  to 
give  the  Princess  the  caution^  which  I  shouli^ 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  done,  against  trust- 
ing herself  alone  in  the  grove ;  for  to  say  truth, 
I  met  neither  her  nor  any  other  individual 
whatever. 

*'  St.  Aubri." 

"  N.  B.  The  three  preceding  letters,  num- 
bered successively  I,  2,  and  3,  were'  enclosed 
in  the  following  from 

The  Baroness  Van  Orpenton,  to  the  Honorable 

Mrs.  V s. 

"  1  HAVE  but  little  time  to  tell  my  dear  V s, 

that  availing  myself  of  the  opportunity  which 
has  offered  within  these  few  minutes,  of  writing 
to  her  by  a  private  channel,  I  enclose  her  three 
notes;  one  from  the  Margravine  to  myself; 
another  from  her  sister  to  her,  and  a  third  from 
the  Countess  St.  Aubri,  to  Von  Friesbach,  who 
has  just  given  it  me.  I  think  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  this  Lady  is  rather  too  conscienti- 
ous for  us.     Have  you  sounded  Mrs.  F — h ^t 

yet  ?    We  understand  that  her  influence  over  him 

is  unbounded.    The  Duchess  of  G must  not 

be  lost  sight  of.  The  plot  thickens^  and  I  am 
quite  delighted  with  its  promising  appearance. 
Farewell.  -•  V.  Or 
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The  Baroness  Von  Friesbachj  to  Mrs.  Sckw — b — gp, 

at  Saint  J s's. 

''  My  dear  Madam, 

''  I  PRESUME  that  the  Honorable  Mrs. 

y ,   has  already  intimated  to  yon,  in  what 

manner  you  have  it  now  in  your  power  to  be 
most  essentially  serviceable  to  myself  and  to 
some  of  my  friends.  Be  assured  that  I  have  no 
wish  to  remind  you  of  any  former  obligations 
under  which  you  may  consider  that  yourself  or 
your  family  at  Strditz,  lies  to  the  Bchtoh  Yod 
Friesbach ;  but  permit  me  to  say^  that  well  aware 
of  the  ready  access  which  your  situatioli  so  near 

the  person  of  Her  M y^  must  at  all  times  give 

you,  1  wish  you  to  perase  the  enclosed  Queries 
and  Instructions^  and  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
from  time  to  time.  Depend  upon  one  thing ; 
that  every  trouble  shall  be  most  amply  compen- 
sated to  you^  and  rewarded  by  your's, 

"  The  Baroness  Von  Friesbach." 

(It  is  necessary  to  obs^rve^  that  the  contentu 
of  this  paper  have  never  come,  with  certainty^  to 
our  knowledge.  From  the  observations,  how* 
ever,  which  the  reader  will  find  scattered  through 
the  subsequent  tetters,  it  vvill  most  likely  he  in* 

ferred  by  him,  that  Madame  S b — ^g,  wab  fe* 

quested    to    inform   herself^    1st.  whether    the 
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Q was  kindjy  or  otherwise  disposed  towards 

the  Princess  of  Wolfenstein ;  2nd.  whether  the 

P of  W was  consenting  of  his  own  free 

will  to  the  match  ;  3rd.  whether  the  connection 
between  him  and  Mrs.  F. ;  also  between  the  same 
party  and  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Y.  was  still  sub- 
sisting entire  and  undiminished ;  4th.  what  were 
the  characters  of  the  two  last  mentioned  ladies, 

and  how  they  stood  in  Her  M y's  estimation; 

5tb.  upon  what  terms  the  K-; —  and  the  P 

of  W were;  and '6th.  bow  far  she  (Madame 

8^—)  was  wiUing  to  undertake  the  forwarding 
of  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Baroness  Von 
Friesbach,  who  was  her  ostensible  employer. 
The  same  authority  which  has  furnished  us  with 
coirect  copies  of  the  preceding  letters,  has  not 
been  able  to  do  more  than  to  give  us  the  follow- 
ing mutilated  extracts  from  the  answer  of 
Madame  S — ^11 — ^g ;  by  which  the  reader  will  be 
able  to  perceive  that  the  German  servant,  how- 
ever she  may  have  been  decried  by  his  humorous 
friend  P.  Pindar,  was  at  least  a  woman  of  suf- 
ficient talent  and  mischievousness,  to  make  her 
servility  detestable ;  her  flattery  acceptable ; 
her  services  useful;  her  good  word  dreadful ;  and 
her  spite  dangerous.  But  we  proceed  to  lay 
before  the  public,  a  specimen  of  her  epistolary 
correspondence,  to  which,  however,  we  feel 
bound  to  observe  that  we  have  rendered  three 
rather  essential  services,  by  giving  it  some  ap« 
pearahce  of  good  spelling,  good  English,  and 
;0od  grammar. 
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Sch 6— g,  to  the  Baroness  Von  Friesback.  • 

(An  Extract.) 

*' Indeed,  it  is  so  great  an  houor^  that 

}  hardly  know  bow  to  thank  yoo.  But  ah! 
Madam,  thougk  1  am  very  sure  that  at  all  times  I 
am  most  ready  to  render  any  little  services  which 
it  is  in  my  faomble  power  to  do,  without  looking 
for  reward,  which  I  would  not  take,  yet  you 
would  be  greatly  mistaken  if  you  supposed  that 
my  situation  near  the  person  of  her  Majesty  is 
at  all  one  of  profit  and  emolument  I  repeat, 
however,  I  want  no  reward  but  your  approbtf- 

tion and  I  shall  be  angry  aln^ost  with  yoo, 

sweet  lady,  if  you  persist  to  talk  about  money. 
To  be  sure^  I  have  got  a  daughter  to  provide  for, 
but  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.     Well,  then  in 

answer  to  your  several  questions,  the  Q is  a 

very  prudent  lady ;  takes  a  little  care  of  the  good 
man,  and  much  more  of  her  pocket ;  loves  snuff, 
but  dotes  upon  his  Highness.  Now,  before  I  go 
any  furthei-,  I  must  inform  you  that  last  night 
his  Highness  had  an  interview  with  his  father : 
they  have  not  spoken  for  some  time.  They  were 
closeted  in  the  Crimson  Chamber  at  the  Castle ; 
and  as  it  happened^  I  was  looking  for  something 
in  the  closet  which  leads  out  of  it,  when  I  heard 
voices  speaking  very  loudly.  I  was  so  frightened 
for  fear  of  thieves^  or  something  or  other,  in  this 
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large  and  gloomy  mansion^  that 1  listened, 

and  as  near  as  I  recollect,  this  was  the  conver- 
sation between  them. — 

<' So,  so ;  going  to  be  married^  I  hear,  pretty 
boy,  pretty  boy ;  good  woman,  pretty  creature^ 
and  my  niece ;  don't  deserve  her,  d9n*t  deserve 
her :  come,  come,  how  wilt  behave,  George?  ha? 
ha!  ha!  Geoi^e?— 

<'  I  assure  your  M — y,  that  my  intentions  are 
perfectly  serious  and  fixed.  The  Lady  yon 
mention,  has  been  represented  to  me  from  every 
quarter  as  one  in  every  respect  likely  to  reflect 
honor  upon  my  choice,  and  upon  her  station. 
It  will  only  require  a  hundred  thousand  or  so, 
to  set  me  free  of  my  debts " 

^'Debts4  debts ! — ^a  hundred  thousand  pounds  I 
bad  bo; !  bad  boy ! (Here  the  manu- 
script is  wanthigO 

«'  I  do  not  much  think  that  the  P—  of  W— 
feels  greatly  interested  about  this  match^  and 
indeed  there  may  be  some  reason  for  that ;  for  I 
can  assure  you  that  Mrs.  F — ^h — ^t  is  a  most 
charming  woman,  and  generous  to  me  on  all 
occasions,  as  if  I  had  to  do  with  the  Baroness 
Vou  Friesbach.  Now  I  speak  of  Mrs.  F — ^h — ^t, 
it  maybe  proper  forme  to  say,  that  she  professes 
the  Roman  Catholic  Religion, ,  a  circnmstance 

which  seems  by  no  means  pleasant  to  the  £ 

generally.    They  view  with  suspicion,  and  scm- 

timze  with  severity,  the  most  indi0ierent  actions 

of  their  future  sovereign,  as  if  they  anticipated 

ome  design,  even  in  his  mode  of  taking  snufT, — 

>  subvert  tbe-established  religion  of  Ihe  country; 
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But  the  fact  is,  nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous 
or  unfounded,  than  such  an  apprehension.  If 
he  shews  fevor  to  the  Catholic  persuasion  now, 
it  arises  solely  from  the  circumstance  of  Mrs.  F — 
being  herfeelf so  devoted  to  that  creed  ;  and  allow 
me  to  predict,  that  however  the  state  of  parties, 
or  his  own  interest,  may  have  connected  the  P — 
with  those,  who  are  called  as  a  body  thCxOppo- 
sition,  and  who  amongst  other  popular  mea- 
sures,  are  disposed  to  concede  to  the  Catholics, 
a  foil  and  equal  participation  of  all  the  rights, 
privileges  and  benefits,  at  present  limited  by  the 
Statutes,  to  members  of  the  Established  Church 
alone;  y^t,  whenever  ambition,  interest,  or  ad- 
vantage, may  call  him  from  the  tottering  cause 
of  the  Whigs,  to  support  that  of  the  other  party, 
he  will  not  'hesitate  for  a  single  moment,  in 
sacrificing  all  those,  who  have  been  formerly 
connected  with  him  upon  principles  opposite  to 
ill,  which  he  might  be  balled  on  by  any  views  of 
public  advantage,  to  avow.  I  know  the  P — 
well;  and  however  plausible  may  be  tlie  appejiK 
ance  of  generosity,  assumed  by  hirti  upon  all 
public  occasions,  I  believe  him  to  possess  as 
little  of  it  as  any  person.  You  ast  me  in  your 
letter,   whether  1  do  not  think  that   the  Heir 

A 1,   and  the  Princess   of  Wolfenstein,  ar^ 

likely  to  live  in  comfort  and  happiness  toge- 
ther? To  which  I  reply,  that  I  consider  the 
matter  in  a  light  just  the  reverse.  Every  man  is 
at  liberty  indeed;  in  this  country,,  to  pursue  his 
own  free  choice,  not  merely  in  matters  of  the 
heart,  but  in  the  political  and  moral  relations  of 

3  Q 
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life.     So  it  may  be  that  the  P is  aware  of 

the  character  aod  maonera  of  bis  future  Bride. 
But  I  greatly  doubt,  firom  laaiiy  circumataacea 
which  have  traospired  and  come  under  my 
notice,  whether  their  union  will  he  productive 
of  social  regularity  and  habits  in  the  one  party, 
or  of  unlimited  affection  in  the  other.  Besides 
which,  as  it  may  perhaps  be  known  to  you,  the 

P is  infatuated  with  the  charma  of  one  Lady, 

and  enamoured  of  those  which  adorn  another. 
Habits  of  dissipation,  some  fondness  for  |^y, 
and  many  other  follies  of  the  same  kind,  are  not 
the  best  introducers  of  that  species  of  j^orm 
and  amendment  in  themselves,  which  are^  not* 
withstanding,  the  only  securities  for  comfort,  in 
a  state  where  want  of  comfort,  is^  as  has  been 
said  by  Goethe  our  poet — ''misery  here,  and 
destruction  hereafter." 

''  The  sudden  proposal  made  by  his  GUghneas 
also  for  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  seems  to 
imply  in  common  candour,  a  greater  earaesfness 
in  him,  about  the  fulness  of  his  own  purse,  than 
«i  anxiety  to  secure  the  affections  of  a  people, 
towards  his  yoqng  and  interesting  Bride.  1  beg 
your  pardon,  I  should  say.  Bride  elect! 

«« I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  Q — ^n  is  very 
favorable  to  the  projected  alliance  in  her  heart, 
however  political  motives  may  induce  her  pub- 
licly to  express  herself  pleased  at  the  circum- 
stance. The  Princess's  father  too  being  so  near 
a  relation  of  the  K — ,  and  his  house  being  one 

if  the  most  famous  in  G ^y,  it  might  have  been 

apposed  that  her  M could  feel  nothing  but 


MSMonia  op  c^atQUKu  ^ 

4»atiB&ctioii«.  at  the  marriage  of  her  Son  wttii  a 
branoh  of  that  family.  Indeed,  1  have  no  reason 
to  sa)>po86  that  she  at  all .  objects  lo,  oh  Ihe 
contrary,  I  think  she  ralher  applauds^  the  inar» 
riage  as  a  political  dieaanre ;  imt  she  ki  so  in-^ 
fatuated  with  every  tbing  whieh  her  dear  G- — ^e 
does,  ind  the  propriety  of  every  connexion 
which  he  forqtis  ;  that  feeling  owt  the  aal]gect  goes 
^itirely  in  the  same,  way,  as  that  of  her  Son  does; 
**  You  have  possibly  he^mft  of  the  partiaHtjF 
trhich  the  Q- ■■-  has  .expressed  for  one,  who 
cert«nly  is  coofsidered  by  the  Conrt,  g^^ierally 
speaking,  in  no  other  light  than  hi^  mistreM; 
But  the  Q-^-^^*^,  from  sometitii]^  which,  she  said 
last  wedc  to  Lady  Hi  l.  ng^~-^n,  appeanr  to 
thinjc  tbat  Mrs.  F»*^-^'s  inflnence  over  the  mind 
of  the  F-*^  has  been  so  great,  ^and  so  faenefieial^ 
as  to  render  him  almost  domestic,  and  attached 
to  the  d<mifoite  and  enjoyments  of  private  life.; 
^iMHNIuch  to  the  benefit  q£  his  moorals,  and  biis 
iMsdtb^  fortoeth  !  Itlias  been  even  a  matter  of 
coDsideration  widk  her,  wlsether  that  lady  should 
ii4tbe  received  at^Oonvt;  but  the  example  of 
kMdablenicety,.oa  the  peii|t  of  sdpetness  and 
ehsoracter,  among  ihe  oirale  of  the  drawingv* 
fodm,  "whidh  her  M-*— ^  has  hilkesto  set,  will 
moat  pfobably  .doter  herfcom  attemfNting  «o  daon 
gerous  a  measure.  ..*...••  I  believe  1  hayoi 
fiDtyotlen  to  mention  the  hostility,  which  is  likriy 
to*  be  maoiifirstefl  ta  tiie  micteh,  by  three  or  fltnn 
Isidiasiofthis  Ganrt,,  whose  known  poliHeal  in** 
llmnce  ovjecdie  mind  of  the  R-*,  has  net  bean 
a  tittle  aided  -by  the  inisieBce  of  their  beauty* 
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Thby.see  in  the  kpproftcfaing  uoion,  a  decided 
tefminatioa  to/tbeiriO  Ira  power  and  etmteqtteiice ; 
and  diougk  Itdo.dot  tnyielf  apprebead  that  the 
^eat IndiyidaaMn  qnesttODr -^U  e^ercoiiaider 
faiinsdf  so  bound  by  marriage,  or  any  other  ties, 
as  to  be  induced  to  reliaqixish .  their  socMty,  or 
that  of  many  others^  -  yet,  they ,  are  certainly  «d 
fer  justified  in  th^  feiars,  that  ^y  wiU  not  be 
able  to  exert  the  satne  degree  of  iofluenice,  con- 
sistently with  the  i^espuectability  of  their  charac- 
ters. /On  the  whole,  you  ^may  consider  without 
hesitation,  that  there  is  a  strong  party  formed  in 
this  Court,  against  auy  future  ^Prineess^.  be  she 
who  she  may  ^  th^t  as  the  daughter  of  t^e  K — g's 
favorite  sister,  she  comes  under  nd  very  favorable 
auspices  to  the*  Court* of  her  M-i — r-,.  who  is  jea- 
lous of  the  attachment  which  her    benievolent 
huiri>and  would  be  likely  to 'shew ^  even  to  the 
most  remote  degree  of  his  kiadred;  still  more, 
therefore,  to  hisiown^ niece:  and  above  all,  that 
a  perpetual  suspicion^  all  will,  and  leakmsy,  'will 
^xist  in  her  mind,  €^^asnM  that  Female,  nfho  is  at 
some  future  timet  tb :  wear  her  .honon/  and  to 
occupy  her  place  .upok  the .  Throne.    In  addittoii 
t0  4i]l  this,  they  tell' ifaBitfaat  the  Prinness is  haad- 
iiome,.tEMi  otipttdbnahle  fault,  Icansitell  yotf,  in 
the  byes  of*  her  M^-^-^t*-,,  who  has  so.  littUt  -ptetbak- 
siens  to^auy  thihg  of. the  kind  ..••:..«;.•. 
1  tauuit^ntveatof  yon-,  to  take  especial  care  that 
nothing  which  I  .have  •  said ;  especially  jneiati^e 
tothb Qu^,  mayiBkrer.tmnspire,  i^en inicoaver* 
latioh  mth  ydur  diosli  i  i'ttliitafe  friendi.  t  I  meed, 
lotsayv  thai  !fabw6T)er  little  reason  I  haife;hitltBrto 
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had,  to  b^  gratified  witii  my.  success  oriier  genei- 
fOMty;  yet,!  that  it  is  to  some  fiitoretiirnxdf  affidra, 
iHiicU  must  be  influenced  by  herself,  that  I  caii 
alone  Ipok  for  some  con^^ensatton,  after  iqniittiikg 
my  nalive  conntry^  my  family^  and  nly  friehds^^^^ 
to  follow  her, »  I  must  again  humbly  entreaty 
that  yoii  will  be  most  gnarded  in  every  partieii^ 
lar,  which  relales  to  this  letter,  and  whidh,  inifiBuot; 
had  better  be  destroyed  as  soon  as  read  .  .'>  ij  ^ .. 
(The  rest  of  the  MS.  is  wanting^):    i   '  .*' 


f 


:      »      it .  \  ''f 
-"-1 . 


\  • 


The  Honorable  Mr».  T—  to  the  Baroness  Van 


1     i »"      '» 


,  'nfantiary,  1795. 


"I  HAVE  succeeded,  OrpentOD,  beyond  my 
hopes !  In  the  first  pl^ce,  however,  let  me^  dtbjp 
the  exulting  strain,  to  tell  you  in  the  saditieiss  6f 
truth,  that  so  far  fl*om  their  being;  any  Hkdiihdod 
of  the  abaildonment  of  the  projected  'marriage, 
the  Princess  bas  been  ^eek  after  week*  for  the 
last  two  or  three  months^  expected  in  Londoh, 
and 'the  only  cause  to  which  the  delay  off  the 
arrival  can  be  attributed^  is^  the  successAil  iilva-' 

sion  of  almost  every  part   of  G ^y,    by  the 

French  arms.  Thus  much,  however,  is  perhaps 
old  news  to  you,  who  are,  as  it  were,  upon  the 
spot^  and  niust  be  better  aware  than  any  of  us 
in  London^  of  the  place  where  the  temporary 
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The  Honorable  Mrs.  V.   to  the  Baroness    Von 

Prieshach. 

London,  Mmfj  1795. 

■ 

''My  fs^te  is  at  length  decidecf ;  the  marriage 
has  been  solemnized; — the.  dreaded  anioa  has 
at  length  occurred !    Caroline  pf  Wolfensteiir  is 

now  P ss  of  W^ — .     What  then  remained  to 

me,  my  dear  Baroness,  but  my  revenge?  Do 
you  doubt  that  I  have  accomplished  my  inten- 
tion?— 1  made  every  effort,  exhausted  every  act 
to  insinuate  myself  and  my  proffered  services : 
I  found  that  flattery  was  of  no  avail,  but  I  ^ent 
beyond  it: — I  affected  to  be  sincere,  frank,  and 
guileless..  Now  for  the  result :  for  two  or  three 
days  after  the  marriage^  she  complained  of  vio- 
lent fatigue : — a  great  tendency  to  feyer  followed, 
accompanied  by  a  ceaseless  thirst,     Dr.  B.  «  .  . 

the  P 's  physician  prescribed  for  her  orgeat, 

lemonade,  or  cyder;  ^n^d  recommended  that  she* 
should  try  the  effect  of  taking  a  Couple  of  glasses 
of  the  latter  with  her  luncheon  every  momiog. 
As  principal  lady  in  waiting,  it  became  mjcjdiity 
to  see  t;hat  these  were  properly  provided ;  but 
bowed  down  by  the  intensity  of  my  grief,  which 
consuming  me  within,  while  I  was  obliged  to 
-effect  an  exterior  of  cheerfulness,  1  should  never 

tve  dreamt  that  the  moment  of  vengeance  was 
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SO  sbon  arrived  but  for  the  following  incident. 
I  received  a. note  from  the  Princess  requesting 
me  to   attend  her  in  her  closet.     When  I  got 
there,  I  found  her  reclined  upon  a  sopfaa,  laboring 
under  evident    indisposition,    and    lowness    of 
spirits.      We  entered   into  conversation,  and  I 
managed,  by  continuing  that  appearance  of  ex- 
treme sincerity,  which  1  had  'resolved  upon  pre- 
serving, to  get  from. her  her  candid  observations 
upon  every  thing   which   she   had   seen   in  tile 
Court.     Her  remarks  were  certainly  delivered 
with  some  share  of  good  sense,  but  with  a  total 
absence  of  every  thing  like  discretion,  or  pru- 
dence.    Her  observations  involved,  in  particular, 
many  points  in  the  behaviour  of  the  P him- 
self, which  had  given  her  great  offence,  and 
which  she  seemed  to  resent  with  a  pride  and 
spirit,  that  I  never  knew  before,  belonged  to  her. 
I  noted   every   word  she  uttered,   and   1   was 
determined  to  make  the  most  of  it.     Her  hate, 
although  1  suppose  she  would  tell  you,  that  she 
was  incapable  of  feeling  hatred,  was  particularly 
and    personally   directed   against  (he  fair  and 
haughty  Rival,  who,  with  a  religion  hostile  to  that 
of  his  forefathers,  has  charms  which  overbalance 
every  other  consideration  in  the  P — 's  mind.  In 
the  midst  of  this  conference,  a  servant  announced 
that  the  luncheon  was  ready.   I  left  the  Princess 
for  a  few  moments,  and  going  into  the  adjoining 
room,  saw  the  cyder  poured  out.    The  thought 
struck  me; — the  attendants  were  dismissed  upon 
some  slight  pretence  or  other,  and  I  took  from 
the  sideboard  a  case  of  liquors.     I  had  barely 
«                                   3  R 
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time  to  chaise  the  glass  of  the  Princess,  with  a 
larg^e  portion  of  brandy,  when  the  servants  re- 
turned to  acquaint  me  that  H.  R.  H — — ss  was 
approaching.  I  went  into  the  closet,  and  pre- 
sented the  cyder;  she  remarked  that  it  was 
deeply  coloured,  which  I  replied  to  by  informing 
her  that  that  was  always  the  lest  of  its  age  and 
excellence.  It  had  an  immediate  effect,  her 
face  became  flushed,  and  her  frame  agitated ;  she 
laughed  and  wept  alternately,  and  without 
assigning  a  reasoiu  The  plot  was  proceeding 
beyond  my  hopes.  Hastily  I  dispatched  a^  letter 
to  tlie  P:^ — ,  to  tell  him  that  the  Princess  could 
not  be  seen  for  a  few  moments ;  that  she  was 
dressing'.  He  returned  for  answer,  that  he  would 
wait  her  pleasure,  and  I  rejoined  the ''  fortunate" 
lady.  She  talked  so  wildly,  so  incoherently^  so 
rashly  ....  that  I  gave  her  another  glass, 
dashed  with  brandy  as  before:  and  then  my 
triumph  and  her  ruin  was  complete!  At  length 
nature  was  e:}chausted :  the  violence  of  her  exer- 
tion threw  her  into  a  sort  of  doze ;  I  quitted  the 
apartment,  and  hastening  to  the  faithless  son  of 
Kings,  1  conducted  him  myself  to  the  spot, 
without  uttering  a  word.  He  whispered  to  me 
something  about  drying  up  my  tears,  and  re- 
monstrated with  me  upon  the  hardship  of  being 
so  incensed  with  him,  at  what  was  an  act  of 
duty  on  his  part  rather  than  any  thing  else. 
1  replied  not  a  word,  but  bursting  open  the  door 
of  the  closet,  ''  Behold,''  said  I,  **  the  mother 
of  the  future  Sovereigns  of  ■.■' !"....  The 

^^riutess  suddenly  woke  at  the  noise  of  our  in- 
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trusiOn;  tbe  P. looked  confased  and  over- 
whelmed, and  could  not  at  all  recover  his 
pFesence  of  roind.  Tbe  Princess,  aware  in  a 
moment  that  she  was  betrayed,  but  by  no  means 
collected  in  her  mind,  was  alive  only  to  her  in* 

dig^ation.  The  P foolishly  enough  attempted 

to  make  up  matters  by  explanation,  but  as  it  geq/e- 
rally  happens  in  such  cases,  did  but  involve  it 
tbe  more.  She  lost  either  her  temper  or  her 
judgment,  if  the  latter  indeed  was  not  lost  be- 
fore;— ^reproached   him   with  his  infidelities  to 

her; — the  jconnection  wfth  F b — t,  and  several 

others ; — ^tbe  P :.  at  last  lost  all  command  of 

his  passion,  and  in  return,  accused  her  of  being 
in  a  state,  which  1,  who  caused  it^  am  very 
certain  she  would  uot,  in  truth,  deny ; — he  cursed 
his  hard  fate  and  evil  stars,  which  had  bound  him 
by  a  tie  that  was  indissoluble; — ^wprds  ran 
high ; — I  frequently  attempted  to  quit  the  room, 
although,  as  you  may  well  believe,  was  most 
anxious  to  hear  every  thing  which  occurred; 
luckily  each  party  insisted  upon  my  staying  to 
beai!  witness  of  the  provocations  which  each  of 
them  had  received,  aud  of  the  exemplary  manner 
in  which  each  of  them  had  acted.  The  quarrel 
rather  increased  than  diminished,  and  the  con- 
sequence has  been,  that  they  have  not  seen  each 
other  since.  Thus  have  I  visited  already  one 
part  of  my  wrongs,  and  ere  long  you  shall  hear, 
that  my  vengeance  has  been  completed.     Adieu ! 
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The  preceding  are  the  only  letters,  which  we 
feel  ourselves  at  present  warranted  in  laying 
before  the  public.   It  is  our  duty  now,  hastily  to 
pa3s  over  the  intervening  but  eventful  period  of 
the  life    of   Caroline,    which    ought^   perhaps^ 
properly,  to  be  recorded  in  this  part  of   our 
work ;   but  as  our  limits  grow  more  and  more 
con6ned,  and  it  becomes  especially,  necessary 
to  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  as  many  facts 
as  possible,  relative  to  a  certain  memorable  Inves- 
tigation, we  must  content  ourselves  with  a  rapid 
and  imperfect  sketch,  of  many  important  facts 
that  are  necessary  to  be  noticed.     In  the  fii-st 
place  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  among  the  list 
of   the  killed  and   wounded    at   the  Battle  of 
Hoben  Linden,    on  the  part  of   the  Austrian 
Army,  the  name  of  General,  the  Count  Caraflk, 
,  occurs.     Lord  Edward  F— ; —  immediately  put 
himself  into  deep  mourning,  at  the  melancholy 
intelligence ;  but  his  grief  was  not  confined  to 
exterior  appearances  only;  it  was  an  afflictiou 
which   had  sunk  deep  into  his  manly  heart. 
The  Count  possessed  some  property  ijfi  Is^a, 
and  dying  without  any  will^  as  it  was  suppa9ed^ 
or   kindred, — bis  real  and  personal  estate,  de- 
volved to  the  Emperor. 

It  would  hp  unneceiNsary,  seeing  that  he  must 
be  already  aware  of  them,  and  it  would  be  roost 
painful  to  our  own  feelings^  to  recapitulate  any 
of  the  well  known  political  transactions^  which 
led  to  that  fatal  tragedy  which  terminated  the 
existence,  and  the  enterpnzes  of  Lord  Edward 
F— •    It  is  at  all  times  a  subject  which  must 
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cause  pain  and  distress  to  generous  spirits,  and 
it  is  still  more  so  at  this  present  moment,  when 
Englishmen  behold  that  unhappy  Country,  for 
which  this  gallant  Nobleman  risked  life,  fiemie 
and  fortune,-" — still  subjected  to  the  same  mis- 
rule;— ^to  the  same  privations ;— to  the  same 
hardships ; — nay,  to  the  same  callous  and  relent- 
less   men,    who  first  betrayed,    and  then 

stabbed  her ! 

Bertha  Muller,  carrying  away  with  her  from 
her  imprisonment  in  the  Tower,  nothing  but  the 
diamond  necklace  which  she  had  about  her  neck 
'at  the  time,  came  to  !l^ngland,>as  the  reader  has 
seen^  in  the  sam^  vessel  with  Lord  £dward,  in 
oi*der  to  await  the  ultimate  decision  and  deter^ 
mination  of  the  Duke  of  Wolfenstein  and  hia 
advisers,  upon  the  subject  of  her  generous  but 
daring  stratagem,  which  so  happily  rescued  the 
Count  Carafia,  from  a  similar  state  of  durance. 
When  the  letters  of  her  friend  instructed  her, 
that  the  Duke  had  already  declared  that  be 
valued  too  much  the  nobility  of  that  woman's 
soul,  who  could  pursue  such  a  conduct  towards 
a  man  who  was    even  ignorant    of   her    pasr 

sion, to  harm  a  single  hair  of  her  bead ; 

she  returned  to  Wemar.  The  unfortunate, 
and  extraordinary  accident  which  had  made  her 
the  involuntary  cause  of  a  rejected  lover's,  and 
an  idolized  brother's  destruction, — effectually 
banished  every  thing  like  tranquillity  or  repose, 
either  of  her  mind  or  body.  It  was  in  vain  that 
her  friends  remonstrated  with  her,  upon  the  uii«- 
reasonableness  of  her  grief,  and  upon  the  actual 
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necessity  of  that  conduct,  whosegeneroUs  heroism 
alone  might  have  satisfied  a  mind  less  scrupu- 
lous than  her's.  Neither  the  urgency  of  the 
occasion  which  had  caused  that  accident,  nor 
the  lapse  of  time,  nor  the  prospects  which  her 
riches  might  have  extended,  of  future  happi- 
ness, could  eradicate  or  weaken  that  terrible, 
that  indelible  impression,  which  remained 
stamped  upon  her  mind^  in  the  strong  characters 
of  present  and  overwhekning  feeling.  It  may 
happen  that  our  limits  will  yet  leave  us  room, 
to  describe ,  iut  what  manner  she  again  came 
into  communication  with  the  Princess,  and  how 
she  was  ultimately  concerned  in  that  very 
curious  business,  of  which  we  have  given  so  very 
short  a  notice.  For  the  present,  however,  we 
must  leave  her  in  her  Chateau ;  and  here  at  once 
revert  to  the  history  of  Caroline  herself,  the  thread 
of  which  has  been  so  much  broken  and  inter- 
rupted by  the  introduction  of  a  variety  of  epi- 
sodes, which,  however,  the  nature  of  this  work 

demanded  from  us. 

It  is  pretty  generally  known,  that  the  conjugal 

intimacy  and  connection  of  the  P —  and  P ss 

of  W —  was  one  of  the  shortest  duration,  that 
could  possibly  occur.  At  some  future  time  it 
may  better  answer  our  purposes,  to  give  an 
account  of  the  various  incidents  which  preceded, 
and  in  some  degree  originated  this  separation ; 
for  in  no  other  light,  can  this  unfortunate  and 
early  division  between  these  parties,  be  con- 
sidered.— We  propose,  however,  in  the  present 
instance,  to  notice  only  one  fact,  which  was  un- 
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doubtedly  th^  great  and  immediate  cause  df 
those  unhappy  differences,  which  have  separated 
a  Princess  from  her  deceased  child,  a  Sovereign 
from  his  Consort,  and  a  Queen  from  her  People  1 
Everyone  has  heard  of  the  almost  boundless 
influence  exercised  by  the  late  Q — ,  over  the 
mind  of  her  Son,  the  present  K — g ;  and  of  the 
equally  unlimited  affection,  entertained  for.  him 
by  her.  Among  the  Clergymen  and  Chaplains, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend  the  morals  and 
religion  of  the  Q — ^n^  there  was  one  man^  whose 
ability  alone,  almost  unaided  by  any  influence^ 

had  attracted  the  R ^1  favor,  and  .  who  was 

related  to  a  Divine,  that  has  long  since  raised 
the  character  of  the  Protestant  Clergy,  The 
individual  to  whom  we  allude,  is  called  Doctor 

R Being  advised  for  his  health  to  try  the 

waters  of  Baden»  and  some  other  places  in 
Germany^  he  made  his  arrangements  for  taking 
his  departure  speedily,  and  had  almost  forgotten 

the  indispensable  duty  of  waiting  on  the  P ss, 

to  know  whether  she  bad  any  letters,  or  any 
commissions,  with  which  she  would  choose  to 
honor  him*     He  therefore  waited  upon  her  R — 1 

Highness  at  C n  H — e,  in  order  to  express 

his  readiness  to  be  the  bearer  of  any  letters,  &c. 
which  she  might  wish  to  forward  to  her  Mother, 
the  Duphess  of  Wolfenstein.  Now  possibly^  in 
the  outset  of  the  business,  Docter  R — —  may 
have  been  actuated  by  feelings  of  the  most 
natural,  nay  of  the  most  laudable  character ;  he 
may  have  supposed,  that  a  young  and  lively 
Princess,  must  of  course  wish  to  write  to  her 
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Mother,  a  fall  and  detailed  accouHt  of  every 
thing  that  appeared  new  and  strange  to  her,  in 
the  manners,  customs,  and  appearances  of  a 
friendly  and  splendid  Court.  And  one  might 
have  been  well  inclined  to  suppose,  that  her 
then  disability  to  speak  English,  must  have  given 
additional  weight  to  her  desire,  to  communicate 
with  her  own  aud  beloved  Mother.  Most  pro- 
bably the  fact  was  so ; — for  the  Princess,  after 
thanking  Doctor  R —  for  his  oflSsr^  desired  him 

to  call  the  next  day,  at  a  specified  hour  at  G 

House,  in  order  to  take  from  her  hands,  the  com- 
missions with  which  she  might  think  proper  to 
trust  him.  Now  having  got  possession  of  these 
liters,  upon  the  day  of  his  own  departure,  from 
l>--d — n,  it  was  surely  the  duty  of  Doctor  R — 
to  see  them  himself  safely  delivered.  But  what 
did  he  do?— (We  must  here  solicit  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  reader,  to  this  important  and 
extraordinary  case,  the  whole  details  of  which 
he  may  depend  on,  as  being  strictly  veracious, 
however  they  may  have  been  hitherto  unknown.) 
No  sooner  had  Doctor  R— ^^  reached  the  port 
from  whence  he  was  about  to  sail  for  the  Conti- 
tait^  than  ah  express,  whose  looks  at  once 
announced  what  were  his  tidings^  and  wBeace 
be  came,  brougbt  intelligence  to  the  Dodtor^  that 
his  lady  was*  Hot  expected  to  live  abovef  four 
hours ;  so  that  if  he  wished  to  see  her  before  she 
died,  he  ifiust  instantly  return  to  Town.    Dotitof ' 

R obeyed  the  summons  with  all  the  ^eagei^ 

iiess  of  a  man,  tenderly  attached  to  his  wife; 
Hut  while  the   reader   will  do  justice  to   the 
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tenderness  of  those  feelings  which  such  an  occa- 
sion naturally  excited  in  him,  he  must  form  his 
own  judgment,  upon  the  question  of  how  far  the 
Doctor  stands  excused  to  the  world,  for  an  act 
whose  consequences  have  been  so  dreadful,  so 
strange,  and  so  continued.  It  should  seem  that 
one  thing  is  certain  ;  namely, — That  the  Doctor 
cannot  have  put  up.  the  Princess's  dispatches  to 
her  Mother,  either  in  his  own  pocket,  or  in  the 
pocket  of  his  portfolio.  Because,  while  he 
was  yet  proceeding  towards  home,  and  while 
the  carriage  was  passing  the  screen  in  front  of 

C H ,  he  must  at  any  rate  have  had  those 

letters  in  his  hand.*  He  desired  the  coachman 
to  stop  at  the  great  gates,  and  the  servants  ap- 
pearing, he  enquired  if  her  R 1  Highness  was 

at  home?  To  which  they  replied  in  the  negative. 
He  then  delivered  the  letters,  whose  contents  he 
must  have  been  sensible,  were  of  the  last  impor- 
tance, seeing  that  the  Princess  had  placed  them 
with  her  own  hands  in  his :  and  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  charged  him,  to  deliver  them  to  no  person 
but  her  Mother,  and  to  mention  them  to  no  person 

at  all ; these  veiy  letters,  entrusted  to  him 

with  such  injunctions  of  care  and  secresy,  and 
vigilance, — Doctor  R thought  proper  to  con- 
fide to  the  care  and  honesty  of  a  mere  groom  I 
As  if  by  way  of  salvo,  for  this  act  of  unpardon- 
able folly,  or  something  much  worse,  he  has 
since  ventured **to  plead,  the  disordered  state  o£ 
his  own  mind  and  nerves ;  the  agitation  occasi- 
oned by  the  sudden  intelligence  of  the  imminent 

danger  of  Mrs.  R ,  which  was  so  great^,  c^iat 

"  3  s 
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it  really  never  occurred  to  him  what  he  was  do- 
ing, or  what  would  be  the  cotisequences  of  it. 
In  answer  to  this,  it  has  been  well  observed,  that 
however  likdy  such  a  ^atement  might  be  io 
itself,  yet  it  is  pretty  strongly  contradicted,  so  far 
as  reg'ards  the  absence  of  all  intention  by  this 
fact ;  that  letters  of  Iruch  consequence,  should 
tieither  have  been  placed  in  his  portmanteau,  nor 
secured  in  his  portfolio,  but  have  been  carelessly 
put  in  his  pocket  only  ;  for  on  his  own  shewing, 
he  could  not  have  stopped  one  single  moment,  to 
have  unpacked  any  part  of  his  luggage,  so  as  to 
have  got  at  his  portfolio. 

It  now  becomes  our  painful  task  to  record  the 
unfortunate  event  which  followed  almost  instan- 
taneously, this  criminal  negligence,  to  apply  the 
lightest  and  most  indulgent  teirm,  which  such 
conduct  might  deserve.      The  Princess,  at  the 

time  of  his  calling  at  C n  House,  happened 

to  be  from  home  ;  the  letters  which  she  herself 
had  entrusted  to  the  Doctor's  care,  that  Reve- 
rend    Gentleman    retarned,   even    without  the 
common   formality   of  an   envelope,    and   with 
only  a  verbal  message   to  her  R — 1  Highness, 
stating^  that  presuming,  from  what  she  had  in- 
formed him,  it  was  her  particular  wish  that  her 
dispatches  should  reach  the  place  of  their  des- 
tination, with  all  possible  speed,  and  because 
his  own  journey  having  so  abruptly  terminated, 
.it  would  be  out  of  his  own  power  to  execute  her 
c^'Vtnmission, — he  therefore  returned  them  to  her, 
in  fc^rder  to  give  her  R — 1  Highness  the  opportu- 
nity L^f  forwarding  them  through  another  channel, 
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without  4elay.     No  sooner    had    the    Doctor 

quitted  the  gate  of  C n  H ,  and  his.  master 

returaed  there,  than  the  servant  suspecting  what 
it  is  impoj9isible  to  suppose,  the  Reverend  Doc- 
tor could  have  suggested  to  him ;  namely,  that 
the  letters  contained  some  improper  communi- 
cation from  the  Princess  to  her  Mother,  put  them 

into  the  bands  not  of  the  P ss,  but  of  Her 

M y,  the  late  Q n ;  who,  together  with  the 

P ,   immediately  broke  the  seals,  and   read 

the  letters.      These  they  found  to  be  from  the 

P ss  to  the  Duchess  of  Wolfenstein.     The 

former^  in  these  unreserved  and  private  com- 
munications, had  poured  out  all  her  soul  to  her 
affectionate  Mother ;  she  had  described  in  un- 
studied, and  therefore  in  ynqualified  language, 
what  were  her.  own  feelings  of  sorrow,  shame, 
resentment,  and  indignation,  at  the  conduct 
which  bad  been  pursued  towards  her,  by  those 

immediately  about  the  persons  of  the  P of 

W — ^j  and  Her  M y ;  and  also  by  those  illus- 
trious individuals  themselves There 

were  besides,  one  or  two  references  to  the  dis- 
graceful scene,  which  is  pretty  plainly  intimated, 

in  that  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mrs.  V which 

we  last  had  occasion  to  introduce.  At  the  same 
time,  she  acknowledged  with  unaffected  grati- 
tude, the  parental  affection,  the  undeviating 
kindness,  the   benevolent  interest,   which   His 

M y  the  K — ^  at  all  times  manifested  to  her. 

Sach  was  the  first  origin  of  that  apparei>^7 
irreparable  breach,  which  now  unhappi)/  snb- 
sists,  l^etween  those,  who  being  pla^d  at  ths 
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head  of  a  mighty  kingdom,  and  an  obseryin^ 
people,  have  been  unfortunately,  not  the  exam- 
pies,  like  a  late  revered  and  venerable  Monarch, 
of  domestic  conduct,  and  social  virtue ;  but  the 
precedents  rather,  for  the  fomenting  of  those 
differences  between  husbands  and  their  wives, 
which  terminate  in  a  state  of  separation,  painful 
to  both,  and  honourable  to  neither. — 

The  late  Q —  is  said  to  have  considerably 
aggravated  the  breach  which  this  unexpected 
disclosure  was  calculated  to  make,  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  P for  his  R — 1  consort,  by 

remarks  and  suggestions  of  the  most  invidious 
character^  and  caused  by  the  most  unworthy 
motives ;  namely,  her  own  feelings  of  personal 
resentment,  at  the  true,  and  therefore  not  very 

flattering  picture,  which  the  P ss  had  drawn 

of  her  M y's  person,  habits  and  temper,  in 

those  ill-fated  letters,  which  were  destined  bv 
their  writer,  for  the  perusal  of  the  Duchess  of 
Wolfenstein  alone.  A  separation  immediately 
ensued  betweeii  the  two  exalted  individuals,  the 
particulars  of  which  the  reader  will  see  more 
AiUy  detailed,  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent 
sheets  ;  and  from  that  moment,  it  has  been  the 
destiny  of  an  amiable  and  persecuted  woman,  to 
be  .  beset  at  home,  by  open  enemies  and  secret 
spies, — ^to  be  driven  into  a  comparatively  insignifi- 
cant sphere,  by  the  harshness  of  one,  from  whom 
^e  ought  rather  to  have  expected  every  kind- 
ne^ ; — ^to  be  cuirrounded  by  faithless  friends,  and 
perjujT^  counsellors,  who,  as  the  wages  of  their 
treachery^  Vave  reaped  every  reward,  which  cor- 
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ruption  could  bestow,  or  baseness  accept: — to^ 
be  compelled,  in  the.  absence  of  that  proYision 
which  feelings  of  common  honor,  and  common 
manliness,  ought  to  have  provided  for  her,  without 
reducing  her  to  that  extremity, — to  be  compelled, 
we  say,  to  throw  herself,  and  her  cause,  upon- 
the  generous  consideration  of  a  noble,  and  a 
high-spirited  people ;  who,  when  they  oftered 
her  a  magnificent  income,  soon  found  how  well 
their  confidence  of  her  honour  was  justified,  by 
the  unexpected  intimation  from  this  persecuted 
woman,  that  one  half  of  that  income  would  be 
sufficient,  amply  sufficient  for  her  dignity,  and 
her  wishes ;  an  act  of  disinterestedness,  of 
patriotic  feelings,  for  the  wants  of  a  burthened 
people — an  act  of- a  laudable  anxiety  not  to  add 
to  their  sufferings,  because  her's  were  great, — 
**  unmentioned  in  the  Book  of  Kings."  It  was 
the  lot,  the  cruel  lot,  of  Caroline  of  Wolfenstein, 
to  be  driven  by  persecution,  which  a  solemn  and 
severe  "  enquiry^''  had  declared  to  be  unwar- 
ranted ; — ^by  atrocious  calumnies,  which  the  same 
grave  authority  had  reported  to  be  unfounded  ; — 
by  the  malignity  of  a  woman,  whose  unprincipled 
and  unblushing  fttlsehoods,  recommended  her  to 
the  infliction  of  severe  pains  and  penalties,  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law ; — it  was  her  lot  to  be 
obliged  to  quit  a  land  over  which  she  must  soon 
be  called  to  govern  ;  and  in  seeking  security 
from  the  extensive  and  unceasing  machinations 
of  her  enemies,  to  journey  over  almost  every  part 
of  Europe  and  of  Asia,  and  subsequently  to  con- 
fine herself  within  the  boundaries  of  those  states, 
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in  which  she  at  this  momeat  continues  to  lan- 
guish, a  ROYAL  WANDERER- 

Referring  our  readers  to  the  Appendix  for  every 
informatiou  relative  to  the  reception  of  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wolfensteln  in  London,  upon  her  arrival 
th.ere,_the  ceremony  of  the  solemni^iation  of 
her  marriage  with  tlie  P —  of  W —  &c. ;  we 
shall  close  this  part  of  her  memoirs,  with  only 
one  observation ;  namely,  that  the  various  inci- 
dents here  recorded  are  in  truth,  founded  on 
facts ;  and  though  many  circumstances,  together 
with  our  own  respect  for  the  characters,  &c.  of  the 
illustrious  parties  concerned,  have  induced  us 
to  withhold  their  names ;.  yet  it  is  imagined  that 
the  reader  will  be  at  no  great  difficulty  or  pains 
to  draw  his  own  inferences.  In  our  Second 
Part,  however,  we  feel  relieved  from  the  sam^ 
neoeasity  of  concealment,  and  hav^  now  to  lay 
before  the  Public^  acoompanitd  by  our  own 
observations  and  remarks  ;--^1$t.  The  principal 
features  of  the  memorable  Delicate  Investiga- 
iion: — 2d.  The  immediate  consequences  thereof: 
— -3dly.  The  circumstances  attending  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Princess  of  Wal^s  from  England.-^ 
4thly.  Some  account  of  her  subsequent  travels, 
as  a  ''Royal  Wanderer :"—6thly.  The  latest 
intelligence  as  to  her  intentions  and  actions^  down 
to  the  last  moment  of  our  publicatiQo: — and 
6th.  An  Appendix  containing  various  documents. 

END   OF   PART  THE   FIRST. 
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ME  M  O  R  A  N  D  A; 


Prefatory  to  the  Second  Part. 


The  late  Duchess  of  Brunswick  was  Princess 
Augusta^  sister  of  his  late  revered  Majesty » King 
Geoii^  the  Third.  She  was  married  on  the  1 6th 
of  January,  1764^  to  Charles  William  Ferdinand, 
Duke  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttle.  After  his 
death  she  came  to  England  in  the  month  of 
July,  1^807^  when  the  late  King  immediately  went 
from  Windsor  to  meet  her,  at  the  Princess  of 
Wales's  house  at  Blackheath,  wher^  he  dined, 
and  whence  he  returned  the  same  evening  to 
Windsor. 

The  Duchess  -appears  to  have  been  neglected 
by  the  Hoyal  Family^  after  her  arrival,  and  to 
have  felt  much  hurt  in  consequence :  and  the 
(att^r  days  of  the  Duke  her  husband  are  said  to 
have  been  soured  and  rendered  unhappy,  on 
account  of  the  non^performance  of  a  promise 
which  bad  been  made  to  him,  by  hisiate  Majesty^ 
— ^to  confer  upon  him  an  honorable  and  lucrative 
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post,  in  the  gift  ofthe  Kings  of  England,  Electors 
of  Hanover; — ivhich  post  was  afterwards  be* 
stowed  upon  a  distant  branch  of  the  late  Queen*s 
family,  in  Mecklenburg^  (Germanj.) 

Upon  the  30th  of  April,  1796,  immediately 
after  their  marriage,  his  present  Majesty,  then 
Prince  of  Wales,  informed  her  Majesty,  then 
Princess  of  Wales,  "  that  in  the  event  even  of  their 
child  (the  late  deplored  and  virtuous  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Saxe  Coburg)  dying,  he  had  resol- 
ved not  to  form  any  further  connection  with 
her/'  And  upon  the  6th  of  May  following,  the 
then  Princess  of  Wales  replied  by  letter,  "that 
as  the  arrangement  tvas  his  proposal,  she  must 
submit,  and  endeavor  to  give  an  example  of 
patience." 

It  is,  perhaps,  worth  observing,  that  the  lattt 
celebrated  Duke  of  Brunswick,  although  decid- 
edly one  of  the  greatest  generals  of  his  age,  has 
not  escaped  the  charge  of  superstition  and 
cruelty.  Of  his  cruelty  that  horrible  document, 
the  manifesto  issued  from  Coblentz,  when  on  the 
point  of  entering  the  French  territories,  and 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  may  be  con* 
sidered  as  decisive  evidence :  and  of  his  super- 
stition, the  following  anecdote  from  the  JVf  pnthly 
Review,  offers  a  signal  instance.  .  In  the  cam- 
paign of  1802,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  is  accused 
of  having  neglected  all  those  arrangemaits 
which  are  usually  made  for  the  supply  of  an 
army.  In  consequence  of  this  negl^ence,  the 
soldiers  under  him,  suffered  every  kii}d  of  mise- 
y,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  committed  every  kind 
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of  depredation  with  impunity.  The  only  instance 
of  a  man's  being  punished,  was,  for  robbing  a 
churchy  *'  as  if,"  says  the  aiithor  *'  it  were  a  greater 
crime  to  steal  the  nonsensical  toys  of  absurd  su- 
perstition,  than  with  the  most  wanton  cruelty  to 
ruin 'defenceless  villages !" 

The  reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix  some 
account  of  her  Majesty's  travels,  or  more  pro- 
perly, the  wanderings  of  her  exile. 


3  T 


THE 


^opnl  WLnnTftttt. 


PART  IL 


In  the  year  1807,  there  appeared,  or  rather 
was  printed^  and  only  partially  appeared^  what 
was  emphatically  termed,  "The  Book.*'  This 
was,  in  feet,  a  statement  of  the  "  Delicate  Investi* 
gation'^  which  had  been  held  upon  the  conduct 
of  Her  present  Majesty,  then  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales.  It  contained  most  of  the 
documents  which  had  been  adduced  upon  that 
eyentfiil  occasion,  and  was  compiled  and  edited 
by  the  late  R^ht  Honorable  Spencer  PiercevaK 
"  The  Book,"  which  had  crept  into  sudden 
notice,  with  all  the  mystery  of  concealment  about 
it,  Tanished  from  the  public  eye  with  all  the 
suddenness  of  an  apparition.  It  was  to  d^y, 
every  body's  question,  when  this  extracH^dinary 
book,  of  which  every  body  had  heard,  but  which 
no  man  had  seen,  was  to  be  published ;  and  to- 
morrow )t  was  the  general  inquury,  where  it  had 
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gone ! — It  was  known  in  the  morning,  that  it  was 
published,  but  in  the  evening,  a  hundred  guineas 
could  not  have  secured  a  single  copy.  This  was 
a  matter  of  infinite  surprize  ; — ^but  a  day  or  two 
brought  great  things  to  light; — the  Whigs  were 
no  longer  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  Mr. 
Spencer  Perceval  became  a  Minister,  in  the  same 
moment  that  he  ceased  to  be  the  friend  of  the 

Princess  !-^ 

It  is,  however,  matter  of  historical  conse- 
quence that  ''The  Book,"  which  was  attempted  to 
be  thus  vigorously  and  rapidly  suppressed,  should 
remain  to  posterity,  a  lasting  monument  of  the 
power,  which,  under  an  unhappy  combination  of 
circumstances,  even  defeated  calumny  may  still 
retain,  and  of  the  melancholy  truth,  that  those 
whom  public  opinion  has  long  since  honorably 
acquitted^  and  whom  the  sternness  of  law  itself 
has  pronounced  innocent,  may,  by  the  power  and 
influence  of  a  few  individuals,  be  deprived,  even 
in  a  free  country,  not  only  of  their  just  rights  and 
legitimate  privileges^  but  even  of  their  dearer  re- 
putation !  It  may  prove  that  there  are  instances^ 
where,  when  the  highest  authority  of  the  laws  has 
interposed  to  defend  and  to  vindicate  individuals ; 
— convicted  liars,  (the  most  base  and  the  most 
shameless  of  mankind)— have  rendered  even  their 
award  nugatory,  and  in  defiance  of  their  authority^ 
renewed  their  former  mal-practices  against  the 
peace  and  honor  of  an  innocent  and  illustrious 
woman.  The  following  may  be  considered  as 
the  most  important  documents  of  **  Tlie  Book;'' 
a  work  which  has  become  valuable,  in  proportion 
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as  it's  compilers,  having  sacrificed  their  honesty, 
have  sought  to  destroy  the  record  of  their  shame, 
and  the  then  Princess  of  Wales's  innocence. 
The  reader  may  depend  upon  reading  here^  the 
scarce  and  singular  materials  of  the  original  and 
suppressed  ^^  fiOOK/'  of  which  wfie  of  those 
THREE  COPIES,  which  finally  escaped,  and 
only  escaped,  the  vigilance  of  the  agents  employ- 
ed to  buy  up  the  whole  edition,  after  creating  no 
small  sensation,  curiosity^  and  interest,  in  the 
literary  world,  and  after  a  price  had  been  offered 
for  them,  of  the  most  enormous  amount^  is  now 
before  us ! 

(Those  documents,  the  titles  of  which  are 
printed  in  Italics,  are  here  immediately  sub- 
joined^ and  at  full  length.) 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  compila- 
tion of ''  The  Book"  itself,  should  first  be  stated  ; 
and  they  are  briefly  these ; — 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  ii| 
the  banning  of  November,  1805^  informed  the 
Prince  of  Wales^  that  Sir  John  Douglas  had 
communicated  to  him  some  circumstances  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Princess  of  Wales^  which,  it  was 
of  especial  consequence  to  the  honor  of  His 
Royal  Highness,  and  to  the  purity  of  the  Royal 
Succession^  should  be  made  known  to  him.  He 
added,  that  Sir  John  Douglas  had  empowered 
him  to  say,  that  both  himself  and  Lady  Douglas 
were  ready  to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  all  they 
knew^  if  they  should  be  called  jupon  so  to  do. 
And  the  Duke  of  Sussex  intimated,  ^'  that>  His 
Royal   Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,"  (whose 
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Gubseiqueiit  death  we  shall  long  have  to  lament,) 
^  had  been  pardy  aeqaainted  with  the  matter 
twelve  months  before."  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  consequence  called  oh  the  Duke  of  Kent,  his 
Royal  brother^  to  tell  him  what  had  been  com- 
municated  to  him,  and  to  ask  him  why,  for  a 
whole  year,  he  had  kept  from  his  (his  present 
Majesty's)  knowledge^  a  matter,  in  which  the 
honor  of  the  Royal  Family  was  so  deeply 
interested  ? 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
without  hesitation,  made  a  declaration  to  this 
effect;  that  about  the  end  of  the  year  1804,  he 
had  received  a  note  from  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
in  which  she  stated,  that  she  had  got  into  an 
unpleasant  altercation  with  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas,  about  an  anonymous  letter  and  a  filthy 
drawing,  which  they  had  presumed  to  impute 
to  her  Royal  Highness.  She  requested  the  Duke 
of  Kent  to  interfere,  and  to  prevent  the  matter 
going  further.  His  Royal  Highness,  therefore, 
applied  to  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  and  through  him, 
procured  an  interview  with  Sir  John  Douglas. 
The  latter  said  he  was  convinced  that  both  the 
anonymous  letter^  and  the  loose  drawing  were 
by  the  hand  of  the  Princess,  and  that  her  design 
was  to  provoke  Sir  J.  Douglas  to  ^  duel^  with 
his  old  friend  Sir  S.  Smith,  by  reason  of  the  gross 
insinuation  conveyed  respecting  Lady  Douglas 
and  Sir  Sydney.  The  Duke  succeeded  in  pre- 
vailing upon  Sir  John  Douglas  to  abstain  from 
his  purpose  of  commencing  a  prosecution,  or  of 
\  any  way  stirring  further  in  the  business^  as  he 
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was  at  once  satisfied  of  the  fialsehood  of  the  io^ 
sinuation  in  question^  and  tolerably  certain  that 
both .  fabricatioas  were,  in  fact,  some  ^  gossiping 
story,,  in  which  the  Princess  had  no  hand.  Sir 
John  Douglas,  notwithstanding,  spoke  of  the 
Princess's  conduct  with  great  indigndtion,  and 
only  promised  to  abstain  from  further  investiga- 
tion for  the  present ;  but  he  would  give  no  pro- 
mise of  preserving  silence  in  case  of  further 
annoyance.  The  Duke  of  Kent  concluded,  by 
stating  that  nothing  further  being  then  com- 
municated to  him,  and  having  succeeded  in 
stopping  the  altercation,  he  had  not  thought  fit 
to  trouble  His  Royal  Highness  with  a  gossiping 
3tory,  that  might  rest  entirely  on  the  misappre- 
hension of  both  parties. 

Sir  John  and  Lady  D-^-—  then  made  a  formal 
declaration  of  the  whole  narrative,  as  contained 
in  their  subsequent  affidavits,  before  the  DiUce 
of  York,  on  the  Srd  December,  1803. 

This  declaration  was  submitted  by  the  Prince, 
to  the  late  Lord  Thurlow,  who  said,  tiiat  His 
Royal  Highness  had  no  alternative — ^it  was  his 
duty  to  submit  it  to  the  King,  as  the  Royal 
Succession  might  be  afiected,  if  the  Allegations 
were  true.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  resolved  to 
make  further  inquiry,  and  Mr.  Lowten,  of  the 
Temple,  was  directed  to  take  steps  accordingly 

The  consequence  was,  that  William  and  Sarah 
Lampert,  (servants  to  Sir  John  Douglas,)  William 
Cole,  Robert  and  Sarah  Bidgood,  and  Frances 
Lloyd,  made  declarations,  the  whole  of  which. 
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together  ivith  that  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas, 
were  submitted  to  His  Majesty,  who  thereupon 
issued  a  warrant,  dated  the  29th  of  May,  1806, 
directing  Lord  Erskine,  Lord  Grenville,  and 
Lord  EUenbprough,  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  all^ations^  and  to  report  to  him  thereon. 
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July  14/  l806.-^The  Report  of  the  Commiasioners 
Sfc.  acting  under  a  warrant  -  under  the  Sign 
Manual  of  Ht8  late  Majesty ^  King  George  the 
Thirdy  and  addressed  to  him. 

X 

**  May  it  please  Your  Majesty. 

• 

^'  Your  Majesty  having  been  graciously 
pleased,  by  an  instrument  under  Your  Majesty's 
Royal  Sign  Manual^  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed 
to  this  report,  to  •  '*  authorize,  empower,  and 
**  direct  us  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  certain 
'^  written  declarations,  touching  the  conduct  of 
^^  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
*^  an  abstract  of  which  had  been  laid  before 
*'  Your  Majesty,  and  to  examine  upon  oath  such 
*^  persons  a?  we  ^should  see  fit,  touching  and 
'*  concerning  the  same,  and. to  report  to  Your 
^*  Majesty,  the  result  of  such  examinations." 
We  have  in  dutiful  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's 
commands,  proceeded  to  examine  the  several 
witnesses,  the .  copies  of  whose  depositions  we 
have  hereunto  annexed ;  and,  in  further  execu- 
tion of  the  said  commands,  we  now  most  respect- 
fully submit  to  Your  Majesty  the  report  of  these 
examinations  as  it  appeared  to  us:  but  we  beg 
leave  at  the  same  time,  humbly  to  refer  Your 
"  3  u 
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Majesty,  for  more  complete  information,  to  the 
examinations  themselves,  in  order  to  correct  any 
error  of  judgment,  into  which  we  may  have  on- 
intentionally  fallen,  with  respect  to  any  part  of 
this  business.      On   a  reference  to  the   above 
mentioned  declaration^,  a's  th^  necessary  foun- 
dation of  all  Onr  probed ingd,  "^efoui^d  that  they 
consisted  in  certain  fiitatemeAi^,  whkh  &ail  been 
laid  before  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  respecting  the  conduct   of  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess : — ^that  these  statements, 
not  only  imputed  to  Her  Royal  Highness  great 
impropriety  and   indecency  of   behaviour,   but 
expressly   asserted^    partly  on  the   ground    of 
Certain  alleged  declarations  from  the  Princess's 
own  mouth,  and  partly  oh  the  personal  obser- 
vations of  the  informants^  the  following  most 
important  fact^ ;  namely,-^*'  That  Her    Royal 
Highness  had  been  pregnant  in  the  year  1802, 
in  consequence  of  an  illicit  inWcourse,  and  that 
she  had  in  the  same  year  been  s^^retty  delivered 
of  a  male  child,  which  child  had  ever  i^nce  that 
period  been  brought  n|>  by  Heir  Roy&I  Highness 
m  her'  own  house,  arid  under  her  immediate  in- 
spection/' 

''  These  allegations  thus  made^  had,  a^'we'fbufid, 
been  followed  by  declarations  fh)m  oth^  Ar- 
sons/Who  had  not  indeed  spoken  tt>  the  imjftfllant 
facts  of  the  pregnancy  or  thfe  delivei^  of  Her 
Roykl  Highness,  biit  had  related'  other  {lafticn- 
lars,  in  themselves  bxtremeT)^  sus^ici6M,  and 
still  more  so  when  cohniscted  With  the  asis'eftions 
already  mentioned. 
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**  In  the  painful  situfttjon  in  which  His  Royal 
Highness  was  placed  by  these  communications, 
we  J  earn  t  th^t  His  Royal  Highness  had  adopted 
the  only  course, .  which  cpuld,  in  our  judgment, 
\¥ith  propriety  be  followed.  When  informations 
such  a^  th^^  had  been  thus  confidently  alleged, 
and.  particularly  detailed,  and  ^d  been  in  some 
degree  supported  by  collateral  evidence,  apply- 
ing to  other  points  of  the  same  nature^  (though 
going  to  ja  far  less  extent)— one  line  only  could 
be  pursued-  R^^ry  sentiment  of  duty  to  Your 
Majesty,  a9<|  of  concern  for  the  public  wel- 
fare, required  that  these  particulars  should 
not  be  withheld  from  Yppr  Majesty,  to  whom 
more  particularly^  belonged  the  cpgnjzance  of  a 
matter  of  ^tate^  so  nearly  touching  the  honor 
of  your  Majesty's  Rpysd  Family,  and  by  possi- 
bility, affecting  the  succession  of  your  Majesty's 
Crowp. 

/'  Your  Majesty  had  been  pleased  on  your  part, 
to  vi^w  the  subject  ip  the  same  light.  Cousider- 
ing  it  ^ .  a  iji^atter,  which,  on  every  account, 
d^nai^d^d  Ijbie  most  immediate  investigation. 
Your  Majesty  had  thought  fit  to  commit  into  our 
hjftiMjls  the  duty  of  ascertaining,  in  the  first 
ipstanfCjd,  what  degree  of  credit  was  due  to  the 
iofonnations,  and  thereby  enabling  Your  Majesty 
tp  d^i4e  what  further  conduct  to  adopt  con- 
owning  them.  On  this  review,  therefore,  of  the 
matters  thus  alleged,  and  of  the  course  hitherto 
pursued  upoA  them,  we  deemed  it  proper,  in  the 
first  plaeei  to.  example  tho^e  persons,  in  whose 
4ecl^ations  the  occasion  for  this  inquiry  had 
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originated.  Because  if  they,  npon  being  exa- 
mined upon  oath,  had  retracted  or  varied^heir 
asserti6ns^  alt  necessity  for  further  investigation 
might  possibly  have  been  precluded. 

''  We  accordingly  first  examined  upon  oath  the 
principal  informants.  Sir  John  Douglas,  and 
Charlotte,  his  Wife ;  who  both  positively  swore, 
the  former  to  his  having  observed  the  £act  of  the 
pregnancy  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  and  -  die 
latter  to  all  the  important  particulars  contained 
m  her  former  declaration,  and  above  referred  to. 
Their  examinations  are  annexed  to  this  Report, 
and  were  circumstantial  and  positive. 

^*  The  most  material  of  those  allegations,  into 
the  truth  of  which  we  had   been   directed  to 
inquire,  being  thus  far  supported  by  the  oath  of 
the  parties  from  whom  they  had  proceeded,  we 
then  felt  it  our  duty  to  follow  up  the  inquiry  by 
the  examination   of  such  other  persons  as  we 
judged  best  able  to  afford  us  information,  as  to 
the  facts  in  question.    We  thought  it  beyond  alf 
doubt  that^  in  this  course  of  inquiry,  many  par- 
ticulars must  be  learnt,  which  would  be  neces* 
sarily  conclusive  on  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
these  declarations.    -So  many  persons  must  have 
been  witnesses,  to  the  appearance  of  an  actually 
existing  pregnancy  ;  so  many  circumstances  must 
have  been  attendant  upon  a' real  deKvery;  and 
difficulties    so    numerous    and    insurmountable 
must  have  been  involved  in   any   attempt   to 
account  for  the  infant  in  question,  as  the  child 
of*  another  woman,  if  it  bad  been  in  fBCt  the 
child  of  the  Princess  ;  that  we  entertained  a  full 
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and  confident  expectation  of  iamving  at  complete 
proof,  either  in  the  ajfirmative  or  negative/ on 
this  part  of  the  subject.  This  expectation  was 
not  disappointed.  We  are  happy  to  declare  t^ 
Your  Majesty  oor  perfect  conviction  that  there 
is  no  foundation  whatever j^  for  believing  that  the 
child  now  with  the  Princess^  is  the  child  of  Her 
Royal  Highness,  or  that  she  -  was  driivered  of 
any  child  in  the  year  1862 ;  nor  has  any  thing 
appeared  to  us,  which  would  warrant  the  belief 
that  she  was  pregnant  in  that  year;  or  at  any 
other  period  within  the  compass  of  our  inquiries; 
The  identity  of  the  child  now  w  ith  the  Princess, 
its  parentage,  the  place  and  the  date  of  its  birth, 
the  time  and  the  circumstances  of  its  being  first 
taken  under  Her  Royal  Highnesses  protection^  are 
all  established  by  such  a  concurrence  both  of 
positive  and  circumstantial  evidence,  as  can,  in  our 
judgment,  leave  no  question  on  this  part  of  the 
subject.  The  child  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  bom 
in  the  Brownlow  Street  Hospital,  on  the  1 1th  day 
of  July,  1802,  of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin,  and 
was  first  brought  to  the  Princess's  house,  in  the 
month  of  November  following.  Neither  should 
we  be  more  warranted  in  expressing  any  doubt 
respecting  the  alleged  pregnancy  of  the  Princess, 
as  stated  in  the  original  declarations ; — a  fact  so 
fiiUy  contradicted,  and  by  so  many  witnesses,  to 
whom,  if  true,  it  must  in  various  ways  have  been 
known,  that  we  cannot  think  it  entitled  to  the 
smallest  credit.  The  testimonies  on  these  two 
points  are  contaitned  in  the  annexed  depositions 
and  letters.     We  have  not  parttalfy  abstracted 
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them  iu  this  B^p^t»  leat,  by  apy  QotatentiQual 
omi^aiQP,  we  might  w^lcen  th^ir  effect;  but  we 
humbly  oflfer  to  Yow  Majesty,  thi«  aur  clear  and 
umaiuniotis  judgment  upon  them,  formed  on  fell 
deliberation,  and  pronounced  without  hesitation, 
on  the  result  of  the  vhole  inquiry. 

We  do  not,  however,  feel  ourselves  at  liberty, 
much  an  we  should  wish  it,  to  close  our  Report 
here.  Besides  the  allegations  of  the  pregnancy 
and  delivery  of  the  Princess,  those  declarations^ 
on  the  whole  of  which  your  Msgesty  has  been 
pleased  to  command  us  to  enquire  and  r^oH, 
contain,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  other 
particulars  respecting  the  conduct  of  her  Royal 
Highness,  such  as  must,  especially  considering 
her  exalted  rank  and  station,  necessarily  give 
occasion  to  very  unfavorable  interpretations. 

From  .  the  various  depositions  and  proofs 
annexed  to  this  Report,  particularly  from  the 
esQuninations  of  Robert  JBidgood,  William  Cole^ 
Frances  Lloyd,  and  Mrs,  Lisle,  Your  Majesty 
will  perceive,  that  several  strong  circumstaDces 
of  this  description  have  been  positively  swoTn  to 
by  witnesses^  who  cannot,  in  our  judgment,  be 
SMspected  of  any  unfavorable  bias,  and  whose 
veracity  in  this  respect,  we  have  seen  no  ground 
to  question.  On  the  precise  bearing,  and  effect 
of  the  facts  thus  appearing,  it  is  not  for  us. to 
decide;  these  we  submit  to  Your  Majesty's 
wisdom :  But  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to 
report  on  this  part  of  the  inquiry,  as  distinctly 
as  on  the  former  facts ;  that,  as  on  the  one  hand, 
the  >  facts  qf  pregnancy  and  delivery  are  to  our 
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minds  satisfactoifly  disprored,  so  on  the  other 
hand,  we  think,  that  the  circumstances  to  which 
we  now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to  have 
j>a88ed  between  Her  Royal  Highness  and  Captain 
M--nby,  must  be  credited  until  they  shall  re- 
ceive some  decisive  contradiction ;  and,  if  true, 
are  justly  entitled  to  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration. 

We  cannot. close  this  Report,  without  humbly 
assuring  Your  Msgesty,  that  it  was,  on  every 
account,  our  anxious  wish  to  have  executed  this 
delicate  trusty  with  as  little  publicity  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  would  possibly  allow ;  and  we  entreat 
Your  Majesty's  permission  to  express  our  full 
persuasion^  that  if  this  wish  has  been  disap- 
pointed, the  failure  is  not  imputable  to  any  thing 
unneceMarily  said  or  clone  by  us. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  Your  Majesty. 
(Signed)  Erskine. 

Spencer. 
Grenville. 

ELLENBOROUeH. 

Juhf  14,  1806. 
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The  depositions  which  accompany  the 
ceding  Report,   are  subjoined  to  a  document^ 
which  we  shall  call 


No.    1. 'The  Commission  under  the  Rmg*s' Sign  Manual,  dated 

Windsor,  29th  May,  (46  of  George  3rd.) 
No.    2.  THa  deponUonofCharlotU^  Laiy  Dowgies. 

We  shall  have  much  to  observe  upon  this,  in 
another  sheet  or  two, — at  present^  we  shall  con-' 
tinue  the  titles  of  these  depositions.      This  is 
dated  1st  of  June,  1806. 

No.    3.  The  depoiUion  of  Sir  John  Douglas^  same  date. 

.  Robert  Bidgood^  6th  June,  1S06. 

.  fVUUam  Cole^        do.        do. 
'.  Vranoez  Ithjfd,        do.        do. 

.  Mary  Ann  fVikon^  do.  ^  do« 

.  Samuel  Roberts,      do.        do. 

.  Thomas  Stikeman,    do.       do. 

.  John  Sicard,  do.         do. 

.  CharloUe  Sander^    do.         do. 

•  Sophia  Austin^         do.        do. 
No.  13.  Letter  of  Lord  Spencer,  to  Lord  Gwydir,  do.  30.  do. 
No.  14*     •  do  •   Lord  Gwydir,  to  Lord  Spencer,  do.  21 .  do. 
No.  16.     .  do  .  Lady  fViUoughby^  to  Lord  Spencer,       do. 
No.  16.  Extract  from  the  Births  and  Baptisms,  (Browulow  Street 

Lying-in-Hospital)    23d  June,  1806. 
No.  17.  Deposition  of  Elizabeth  Gosden,  do.         do. 

No.  la    .  •  do  •  .  •  Betty  Townley,  do.         do. 

No.  10.     .  .  do  .  •  .  Thomas  Edmeades^  Bsq.    25        do. 
No.  20.     .  •  do  .  .  .   Samuel  GiUam  MillSf  Esq.    do.      do. 
No.  21.     .  •  do  .  •  .  Harriet  Fitzgerald,  27        do. 

No.  2^.  Letter,  presumed  from  Lord  Spencer,  to  Lord  Gwydir, 

1st.  July,  1806. 
No.  23.  Letter  from  Lord  Gwydir,  to  Lord  Spencer,  3  July,  1806. 


No.    4. 

.  •  .  do  .  . 

• 

No.    5. 

.  •  •  do  •  • 

No.   6. 

•  .  •  do  •  • 

No.    7. 

...  do  .  • 

No.    8. 

.  .  •  do  •  • 

No.    9. 

.  .  .'  do  .  . 

No.  la 

.  •  .  do  .  . 

No.  11. 

...  do  .  • 

No.  12. 

.  •  .  do  .  • 

\ 


I 


(jT)/     (y^ 


n^liikd  fy  B.Rrwr.  Wanritk  Siuarr 


M&M0IR5  OF  CAROLINE.  521 

No.  M.  Queries  eaclosad  in  the  preceding,  and  addressed  to  Lady 
WiUoughby,  together  with  her  Ladyship's  answer  to 
the  same,  3rd  July,  1806. 

No.  95,  Further  deposition  of  Robert  Bidgood,    do.      do. 

No.  96,  Deposition  of  Sir  Francis  M illman,  Bart.      do.      do.  ' 

No.  97.     .  .  do  .  Mrs.  Lisle  do.  do. 

Nor  38.  Letter  from  Sir  Francis  MilUnan,  to 5th.  do.  do. 

No.  39.  Deposition  of  Earl  Cholmondeley,  IG    do.    'do. 

We  shall  here  offer  a  kind  of  summary  of  many 
of  these  depositions,  together  livith  such  remarks 
upon  them  as  may  occur  to  us.  To  begin  with 
No.  2.  the  deposition  of  Lady  Douglas ; — it  is  to 
this  effect: — ^Tbat  she  first  became  acquainted 
with  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  180J^  at  Sir  John 
Douglas's  house,  at  Blackheath:  tiiat  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  commencement  of  such  ac- 
quaintance, Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  were 
invited  to  Montague  House,  where  they  frequently 
dined, — the  Princess  dining  with  them  as  fre- 
quently in  return ; — that  in  the  same  month  of 
November,  Sir  Sydney  Smith  went  to  reside, 
upon  his  amval  in  England,  at  Sir  John's  house, 
wh^re  he  was  frequently  seen  by  the  Princess ; 
that  in  March,  1002,  Lady  Douglas  stayed  at 
Montague  House  on  a  visit,  for  about  a  fort- 
night. The  pretext  for  her  coming,  being,  that 
Miss  Garth  was  ill;  that  in  the  following 
Jinie,  the  Prineess  disclosed  to  Lady  Douglas, 
that  she  was  pregnant.  (Then  follows  the 
description  of  a  scene,  and  conversation  said 
to  have  occurred  at  Lady  Willoughby's,  which 
we  will  not  shock  the  decency  and  feelings  of 
our  readers,  by  recapitulating.    It  is  intended 

"  3  X 
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to  prove  the  fact  of  the  Princesses  pregnancy.) 
That  in  the  preceding  March,  Lady  Douglas 
being  at  Montague  House  with  her  child,  com- 
plained of  sickoess  :  that  this  caused  some  obser- 
vations fi^om  the  Princess,  tending  to  establish 
the  same  fact,  to  which  we  have  just  alluded  ; 
that  she  never  observed  any  impropriety  of  con- 
duct between  Sir  Sydney  Smithy  and  the  Prin- 
cess: that  she^  Lady  Douglas,  suspected  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  was  the  father  of  the  child  :  that 
the  Princess  said  she  could  confide  every  ar- 
rangement relating  to  her  approaching  accouche- 
ment, to  Mrs.  Sander:  that  Miss  Gouch  was  to 
be  sent  to  Brunswick,  and  Miss  Millfield  out.of 
the  way  ;  that  she  observed  to  Lady  Douglas, 
during  her  Ladyship's  lying  iu^  that  she  would 
hear  of  the  Princess's  taking  in  children  in  bas- 
kets :  that  she  meant  to  have  them  brought  by  a 
poor  woman  in  a  basket,  as  being  the  same  way 
in  which  she  would  have  her  own  child  brought 
to  her,  after  the  event  had  happened;  that  an 
old  woman  accordingly,  soon  after  brought  two 
twins  in  a  basket,  and  asked  for  charity  :  that 
the  Princess  had  them  carried  up  into  her  room, 
and  washed  them  herself;  that  on:  the  3Dth  or 
3 1  St  of  October,  J  802,  Xiady  Douglas  saw  the 
Princess  walking  before  her  door,  dressed  so  as 
to  conceal  her  pregnancy ;  that  the  Princess 
requested  her  Ladyship  uot  to  come  to  see  her 
for  some  time  after  she,  the  Princess,  should  be 
brought  to  bed,  lest  she  should  be  coniused: 
that  when  Lady  Douglas  returned  from  Gloucech 
tershire  in  January^  1803y  she  went  to  Montague 
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House,  where  she  saw  a  child  Iyir>g  upon  a  sofa : 
that  the  Princess  said,  *'  There  is  the  child,  1  had 
him  only  two  days  after  I  saw  you!" — ^That  the 
child  had  a  pink  mark  upon  its  hand^  and  that 
tlie  Princess  Charlotte  used  to  play  >^ith  him : 
that  the  Princess  frequently  spoke  of  it  as  her 
own  child,   and   called  it  William :  that  Lady 
Douglas  could  swear  independently  of  this,  that 
in  1 802^  the  Princess  was  pregnant :  that  in  Oc- 
tober, 1804,  Lady  Douglas  received  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Vernon^  forbidding  her  Montague  House  ; 
and  that  a  few  days  after,  she,  Lady  Douglas, 
received  the  anonymous  letter  marked  A.  and 
produced  among  the  documents :  that  the  Prin- 
cess expressed  herself^  in  the   most  loose  and 
unbecoming  way ;  but  particularly  with  regard  to 
Sir  Sydney  Smith,  with  whom  she  acknowledged 
herself   to    have   been    criminally    connected : 
'^  that  the  Pnnce  was  the  most  complaisant  man 
in  the  world ;  that  she  did  what  she  liked,  went 
X where  she  liked  ;  had  what  bedfellow  she  liked » 
and  that  the  Prince  paid  for  all." 

No.  3.  The  deposition  of  Sir  John  Douglas, 
goes  only  to  this  effect :  that  the  Princess .  of 
Wales,  having  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Lady 
Douglas,  went  frequiently  to  thdr  house;  that 
she  went,  as  he  thought,  more  for  the  sake  of  see« 
iog  Sir  Sydney  Smithy  than  them ;  that;  upon  ifne 
occasion  she  said  to  Sir  John  Douglas ;  'sl  shall 
never  be  Queen  of  England!"  laying  her  hand 
upon  her  stomach :  that  he  replied,  "  Not,  if  yoi| 
do  not  deserve  it:"  that  on  the  27th  of  October, 
1804^  he  received  the  produced  letter,  by  the  Two«^ 
penny  Post*" 
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It  seems  necessary,  before  we  proceed  to  com- 
ment  upon  these  two  preceding  depositions, 
which  are  nmnbered  2  and  3,  that  we  should 
first  lay  before  the  reader,  the  depositions  of 
Robert  Bidgood  and  of  William  Cole ;  and  then 
the  letter  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  his  late 
Majesty,  dated  Blackheath,  the  I2th  of  August, 
1806. 


No.  4,    The  Deposition  of  Robert  Bidgood. 

1  HAVE  lived  with  the  Prince  twenty-three 
years  in  next  September.     I  went  to  the  Princess 
in  March,  1798,  and  have  lived  with  Her  Royal 
Highness   ever  since.      About  the  year   1802, 
early  in  that  year^  I  first  observed  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  come: to  Montague  House.    He  used  to 
stay  very  late  at  night.     1  have  seen  him  early 
in  ^e  morning  there^  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock. 
He  was  at  Sir  John  Douglas's,  and  was  in  die  ha- 
bit w  well  as  Shr  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  of  din- 
ing or  having  Itmehison,  or  supping  there  almost 
every  day;    I  saw  Sir  Sydney  Smith  one. day  in 
]  802^  in  the  Blue  Room^  about  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  mornisg^  which  is  full  two  hours  before  we 
expected  ever  to  see  company.  laskedtheaervants 
^y  diey  did  not  let  me  know  that  he  was  Hiere. 
The  .footmen  informed  me  that  tkey.had  let  no 
persiMi  :in.    Thens  wasi  a  private  door  io  the 
Park,  by  which  he  might  kave  come  m  if  he  had 
a  key  to  it,  and  have  got  into  the^  Bine  Boom 

thout  any  of  the  servants  perceiving  Umw     f 
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narer  obs^nred  any  ^pearance  of  the  Princesg, 
which  could  lead  me  to  suppose  that  she  was 
with  child.  I  first  observed  Captain  Mafiby 
come  to  Montague  House,  either  the  end  of  1803» 
or  banning  of  1804.  I  was  waiting  one  day  in 
the  anti*room.  Captain  Manby  had  his  hat  in 
his  hand,  and  appeared  to  be  going  away.  He 
was  a  long  time  with  the  Princess,  and  as  1  stood 
on  the  steps  waiting,  I  looked  into  the  room  in 
which  they  were,  and  in  the  reflection  of  the 
looking  glass,  1  saw  them  salute  each  other. 
I  mean  that  they  kissed  each  others  lips.  Cap- 
tain Manby  then  went  away.  I  then  observed 
the  Princess  have  her  handkerchief  in  her  hands^ 
and  wipe  her  eyes  as  if  she  was  crying^  and  went 
into  the  drawing  room.  The  Princess  went  to 
Southend  in  May,  1804.  I  went  with  her.  We 
were  there,  I  believe,  about  six  weeks  before  the 
Africaine  came  in.  Sicard  wias  very  often 
watching  with  a  glass  to  see  whenthe  ship  would 
arrive.  One  day  he  said  he.  saw  the  Africaine, 
and  soon  after  the  Captain  put  ofi*  in  a  boat  from 
the  ship.  Sicard  went  down  the  Shrubbery  to 
meet  him.  When  the  Captain  came  on  shore, 
Sicard  conducted  him  to  the  Princess's  house, 
and  he  dined  there  with  the  Princess  and  her 
Ladies.  Aftw  this  he  came  very  frequently  to 
see  the  Princess.  The  Princess  had  two  houses 
on  the  cliff,  No.  8  and  9,  She  afterwards  took  the 
dravring  room  of  No.  7,  which  communicated  by 
the  balcony  with  No.  8.  The  three  houses  being 
adjoining,  the  Princess  used  to  dine  in  No.  8^ 
and  after  dinner  to  remove  with  the  company 
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into  No.  7  ;  and  I  have  several  times  seen  the 
Princess,  after  haying  gone  into  No.  7,    with 
Captain   Manby  and  the  rest  of  the  company, 
retire  alone  with   Captain  Manby  from   Nt>.  7, 
through  No.  8^  into  No.  9,  which  was  the  house 
in  which  the  Princess  slept     1  suspected  that 
Captain   Manby  slept  frequently  in  the  house. 
It  was  a  subject  of  conversation  in  the  house. 
Hints  were  given  by  the  servants,  and  I  believe 
that  others  suspeeted  it  as  well  as  myself.     The 
Princess   took    a    child^   which  I    understood 
was  brought  into  the  house  by  Stikeman.     I 
waited  only  one  week  in  three,  and  I  was  not 
.there  at  the  time  the  child  was  brought,   but  1 
saw  it  there  early  in  1803.      The  child,   who 
is  now  with  the  Princess,  is  the  same  as  i  saw 
there  eariy  in  1803.  .  It  has  a  mark  on  its  left 
hand.     Austin  is  the  name  of  the  man  who  is 
said  to  be  the  father.    Austin's  wife  is,  I  believe, 
still  alive.      She  has  had  another  child^  and  has 
brought  it  sometimes  to  Montague  House.    It  is 
very  like  the  child  who  lives  with  the  Princess. 
Mrs.  Gosden  was  employed  as  a  nurse  to  tho 
child,  and  she  used  to  bring  the  child  to  the 
Princess  as  soon  as  the  Princess  awoke,  and  the 
child  used  to  .stay  with  the  Princess  the  whole 
morning.  The  Princess  appeared  to  be  extremely 
fond  of  the  child^  and  still  appears  so. 

(Signed)  R.  BIDGOOD. 
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No.  5.     The  Deposition  of  fViUiam  Cole. 

I  HAVE  lived  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  ever 
since  her  marriage.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  first  visited 
at  Montague  House  about  1802.  I  have  observed 
the  Priocess  too  familiar  with  Sir  Sydney  Smith. 
One  dayj  I  think  about  Febmary  in  that  year, 
the  Princess  ordered  some  sandwiches ; — I  carried 
them  ioto  the  Blue.  Room  to  her.  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  was  there.  I  was  surprized  to  see  him  there 
— he.  must  have  come  in  from  the  P^rk.  If  he 
had  been  let  in  from  Blackheath,  he  must  have 
passed  through  the  room  in  which  I  was  wait- 
ing. When  1  had  left  the  sandwiches,  I  returned 
after  sQme  time  into  the  room^  and  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  was  sitting  very  close  to  the  Princess  ,on 
the  sofa.  I  looked  at  him  and  at  her  Royal 
Highness.  She  caught  my  eye,  and  saw  that 
1  noticed  the  manner  in  which  they  were  sitting 
together.  They  appeared  both  a  little  confused 
when  ]  came  into  the  room.  A  short  time  before 
this^  on^  night  about  twelve  o'clock,  I  saw  a  man 
go  into  the  house  from  the  Park,  wrapped  up  in  a 
great  coat.  I  did  not  give  any  alarm,  for  the 
impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  it  was  not  a 
thief.  Soon  after  I  had  seen  the  Princess  and 
Sir  Sydney  Smith  sitting  together  on  the  sofa^  the 
Duke  of  Kent  sent  for  me,  and  told  me  that  the 
Princess  would  be  very  glad  if  I  would  do  the 
duty  in  Town^  because  she  had  business  to  do  in 
Town^  which  she  would  rather  trust  to  me  than 
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any  body  else.  The  Duke  said  that  the  Princess 
had  thought  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me 
to  be  told  this  by  him  than  through  Sicard.  After 
this  I  never  attended  at  Montague  House,  but 
occasionally  when  the  Princess  sent  for  me. 
About  July,  1802»  I  obserired  that  the  Princess 
bad  grown  rery  large ;  and  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  same  year  she  appewed  to  be  gftf wn  thin, 
and  1  obserted  it  to  MisJ^  Sander,  who  stud  that 
the  Princess  was  much  thimier  tiian  she  had  been. 
I  had  not  any  idea  of  the  Princess  being  with 
child.  Mr.  Lawrence  the  painter  used  to  go  to 
Montague  House  about  the  latter  end  of  1801, 
when  he  was  painting  the  Princess^  <md  he  sl^t 
in  the  house  two  or  three  nights  together.  1 
have  often  seen  him  alon^  with  the  Princess  at 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  He  has 
been  there  as  l^te  as  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Otie  night  I  saw  him  with  the  Priii- 
cesi  ita  the  Blue  Room,  afl;er  the  Ladies  had 
retired.  Some  time  afterwards,  when  1  sup- 
posed that  he  had  gone  to  his  toom,  1  went  to 
see  that  all  Was  safe,  and  I  found  the  -Blue  Room 
door  loeked,  and  heard  a  whispering  in  it^  and  I 
went  away. 
(Signed)  WILUAM  COLE. 
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Letter    from   the   Princess   of  Wales,  to   His 

Majesty  George  the  Third. 

Blackheathy  12  August,  1806. 

Sire, 

'^  With  the  deepest  feelings  of  gratitude  to 
Your  Majesty,  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to 
acknowledge  havings  received,  as  yesterday 
only,  the  Report  from  the  Lords  Commissioners, 
which  was  dated  from  the  14th  of  July.  It  was 
brought  by  Lord  Erskine's  footman,  directed 
to  the  Princess  of  Wd.les ;  besides  a  note  en- 
closed, the  contents  of  which  wer^,  that  Lord 
J&skine  sent  the  Eridences  and  Report  by  com- 
mand of  His  Majesty.  I  had  reatson  to  flatter 
myself  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  would  not 
haye  given  in  the  Report,  before  they  had  been 
properly  informed  of  various  circumstances, 
which  must  for  a  feeling,  and  delicate  minded 
woman,  be  very  unpleasant  to  have  spread, 
without  having  the  means  to  exculpate  herself. 
But  I  can  in  the  face  of  the  Almighty  assure 
Your  Majesty  that  your  daughter-in-law  is  inno- 
cent, and  her  conduct  unquestionable ;  free  from 
all  the  indecorums,  and  improprieties  which  ar6 

"  3  Y 
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no  other  riewl-^Why  il^  not  this  monstrous? 
that  one  female  should^  unsolicited,  nnasked, 
walk  out  upon  a  snowy  day  in  Noyamber,  force 
herself  as  it  were  into  the  house  of  another 
female,  and  all  this  with  a  pre-concerted  view  of 
making  her,  seven  months  afterwards^  the  deposi- 
tory and  confidante  of  her  own  enormities  ?  Now 
let  the  reader  observe  how  falsehood  always 
contradicts  itself.  Lady  D —  says — "  It  was  in 
''  May  <yr  June,  1802,  that  the  Princess  FIRST 
^*  talked  to  me  aboat  her  own  conduct  ;'*  and 
again,  having  nearly  committed  herself,  by  say- 
ing afterwards  that  in  March,  1802,  she  paid  a 
visit  to  ^ontague  House  for  a  foitnigbt,  which 
would  nave  extended  only  to  the  middle  of 
April  at  the  furthest,  she  tells  that  most  indelicate 
story  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Princess's 
situation  was  exposed,  while  breakfasting  M 
Lady  Willoughby's  in  ^*  Me^  or  Jtme^  1808," 
when  the  Princess  was  obliged  to  hide  her 
bosom  with  a  napkin,  &c.  Now,  though  May 
OR  June  viras  a  canoenient  way  of  putting  the 
case,  by  a  woman  who  was  conscious  of  the 
enormous  falsehood  she  was  swearing  to,  yet 
even  that  vague  description  could  not  save  her 
from  detecting  herself,  as  the  reader  shall  imme- 
diately see.  Lady  Douglas's  deposition  is  con* 
tinued  in  exactly  the  following  words : — "  While 
^'  I  wais  at  Montage  House  in  March,  I  was 
'^  with  the  (her  own)  child,  and  one  day  I  said, 
*'  that  I  was  very  sick ;  and  the  Pnncess  desired 
<'  Mrs.  Sander  to  get  me  a  saline  draught.  She 
**  then  said  that  she  was  very  sick  herself  and 


MKMOIRS  OF  CAROUNS.  553 

**  that  she  would  take  a  .saline  draught  too.  f 
*' observed  that  she  could  not  want  one,  and  1 
*<  looked  at  her.  The  Princess  said  fjret,  I  do; 
''  what  do  you  look  at  me  for  with  your  wicked 
^*eyes?  .You  are  always  finHing  me  out''' — 
^o  then^  it  was  neither  in  Mo^  nor  June^  but  in 
March  that  the  Princess  first  spoke  of  her  own 
situation  !-^But  it  may  be  objected  that  Lady 
Douglas  did  not  then^  in  March,  1802,  consider 
the  Princess  to  have  been  speaking  of  her  prq;- 
nancy.  But  observe  what  immediately  follows 
the  last  sentence  we  have  quoted : — '^  Mrs*  Sander 
*'  looked  very  much  distressed ;  she  gave  us  a 
"  saline  draught  each.  This  was  the  first  time 
*^  that  I  had  any  suspicion  of  her  being  with  ehiidy 

So  much  for  the  consistency  of  this  perjured 
woman :  and  yet  we  cannot  so  soon  part  with 
her.  Let  us  hear  how  her  ^'  statement/'  to  the 
then  Prince  of  Wales^  of  the  motives  which 
actuated  her  in  making  it,  beyond,  and  in  addition 
to,  the  duty  she  owed  to  him  as  their  Heir  Appa- 
rent— agrees  with  former  parts  of  her  conduct, 
and  declarations,  according  to  her  own  aheunng. 
There  shall  be  nothing  left  to  inference ;  but  to 
Lady  Douglas,  if  she  be  yet  living,  (it  is  saie2  that 
she  is  dead,)  we  will  venture  to  say,  with  the 
Apostle  of  old, — '*  Out  of  thine  own  mouth  will 
•we  convict  thee." 

Now  the  "  statement,'*  which  in  ''The Book" is 
maiked  B.,  after  reciting  that  Lady  Douglas 
felt  it  her  duty  to  obey  the  commands  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince,  proceeds  thus :  ''  I 
did  sc^,  because  I  conceived,  even  putting  asid' 
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the  rights  of  an  Heir  Apparent^  His  Royal  High* 
uess  was  justified  in  informing  himself  as  to  the 
actions  of  his  wife,  who,  from  all  the  information 
he  had  collected,  sefemed  so  likely  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country ;  and  it  appeared 
to  me  that^  in  so  doing.  His  Royal  Highness 
evinced  his  earnest  regard  foi"  the  real  interest  of 
the  country,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  such 
a  person,   from,    perhaps,   one  day  placing  a 
spurious   Heir  upon  the  English  Throne,  and 
which  his  Royal  Highness  has  indeed  a  right 
to  fear,  and  communicate  to  the  Sovereign;  as 
the  Princess  of  Wales  told  me,  '*.lf  she  were 
^'  discovered  in  bringing  her  son  into  the  worid, 
**  she  would  give  the  Prince  of  Wales  thfe  credit 
^*  of  it,  for  that  she  had  slept  two  nights  in  the 
*'  year  she  was  pregnant,  at  Carlton  House." 

'^  As  an  Englishwoman,  educated  in  the  highest 
respectful  attachment  to  the  Royal  Family ;  as 
the  daughter  of  an  English  oflBcer^  who  has  all 
his  life  received  the  most  gracious  marks  of 
approbation  and  protection  from  his  Majesty, 
and  from  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales ;  and  as  the  wife  of  an  officer,  whom  our 
beloved  King  has  honored  with  a  public  mark 
of  his  approbation,  and  who  is  bound  to  the 
Rojal  Family  by  ties  of  respectful  regard  and 
attachment,  which  nothing  can  ever  break,  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  make  known  the  Princess  of 
Waleit's  sentiments  and  conductj  now,  and  when- 
soever I  may  be  called  upon." 

This  statement  is  dated  3rd  December,  1805, 
ind  is  signed  by  Charlotte  Douglas,  and  John 
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Douglas.  Now,  the  deposition  of  Lady  Douglas, 
of  which  we  have  already  given  au  abstract, 
and  which  is  dated  Ist  June,  1806,  makes  it 
appear^  that  the  origin  of  the  intimacy  which 
subsisted  between  the  Princess  of  Wales  and 
Lady  Douglas,  was  an  interview  occurring  in  the 
month  of  November^  1801 :  that  in  a  fortnight 
after,  the  first  of  a  series  of  visits,  which  was 
unioterrupted  until  the  breach  occasioned  by  the 
letter  and  enclosure,  of  December,  1804,  was 
paid  by  Lady  Douglas,  to  the  Princess  at  Mon- 
tague House ;  that  Sir  John  and  Lady  D.  in  the 
course  of.  this  friendly  communication,  ^'were 
usually  kept  at  Montague  House^  later  than  the 
rest  of  the  party,  often  till  three  or  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;''  that  in.  March,  1802,  Lady 
Douglas  paid  a  visit  of  a  fortnight :  that  in  May 
or  June  following,  the  Princess  herself,  informed 
Lady  Douglas  of  those  facts;  which  have  been 
so  recently  submitted  to  the  reader:  that  the 
Princess  told  Lady  D.  she  was  with  child:  that 
Lady  D.  suspected  Sir  Sydney  Smith  to  be  the 
father ;  and  that  both  herself  and  Sir  John,  had 
constant  intercourse  with  the  Princess  from 
March  till  October ;  that  Lady  Douglas  said  to 
her,  she  '^wast^eiy  anocums  to  know  how  she, 
the  Princess,  would  manage  to  be  brought  to 
bed,  without  its  being  known;  and  hoped  she 
had  a  safe  person :"  that  the  Princess  then  dis- 
closed to  Lady  Douglas,  the  whole  of  her  ar- 
rangements^ for  the  purpose  of  concealing  the 
expected  birth:  that  the  Princess  was  present 
at  the  birth  of  Lady  Douglas's  child,  on  the  23rd 
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of  July,  1802;  that  in  January,  1803,  ha^y 
Douglasrvisited.tbe  Princes^  at  Monti^e  House* 
and  saw  there  a  child  lying  upon  a  sofa,  &c. : 
that  in  October,  1804,  Lady  D.  returned  from 
OevoDshire,  and  left  her  card  at  Montague 
House,  which  was  replied  to  by  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Vernon,  desiring  her  n^t  to  come  there  any 
more ;  that  Lady  Douglas  had  t^ever  at  this  timt 
mentioned  the  Princess's  being  with  child,  or  being 
delivered  of  a  child^  to  any  person,  not  even  to  Sir 
John  Douglas,  ^c. 

We  must  really  apologize  to  the  reader,  for 
recapitulating  so  much  of  a  deposition,  which  we 
hare  already  submitted  to  him  in  an  abridged 
state,  fiut  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  do  so,  in 
order  to  show  the  gross,  palpable,  but  at  the 
same  time,  unintentional  discrepancy^  between 
the  deposition  and  the  statement.  For  the 
reader  will  now  see,  that  this  Lady  Douglas, 
who  considered  herself '^justified  in  informing  his 
Royal  Highness  as  to  the  actions  of  his  wife 

who  seetned  so  likely  to  disturb  the 

tranquillity  of  the  country :" ^this  lady,  who 

was  of  opinion  ''  that  His  Royal  Highness  evinced 
his  regard  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  in 
endeavouring  to  prevent  such  a  person  from  one 
day,  perhaps,  placing  a  spurious  Heir  upon .  the 
English  Throne;" this  woman  who  calls  her- 
self ''  an  Englishwoman,  educated  in  the  liigheat 
respectful  attacfiment  to  the  Royal  Family, — the 
daughter  of  an  English  officer,  and  the  wife  of 
an  officer,  &c.  &c. ; — who  is  bound  to  the  Royal 

^Hmily  by  ties  not  to  be  broken,  and  who  there- 
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fore  feels  it  her  duty  to  make  kDOi;^n  tbe  Princess 
of  Wales's  conduct  and  sentiments^  whenever 

she    may  be    called  on:*' ^The    reader 

will  see  that  this  very  woman  professes  her- 
self to  have  been^  for  three  years  before,  the 
confidante  of  all  the  intrigues,  the  amours,  Ae 
vices,  the  disguises,  of  the  Princess  of  Wales; 
declares,  that  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Princess's  approaching  confinement^  she  was 
mixiouSj — she  hoped^ — that  she  would  have  a  safe 
person  to  deliver  her  in  secret; — acknowledges 
to  have  conferred  and  have  advised  wi&  the 
Princess,  upon  the  best  and  safest  means  of 
effecting  such  concealment;  deposes  to  having 
held  conversations  with  the  Princess,  so  gross^ 
that  a  prostitute  might  have  blushed  to  avow 
them ;  and  in  conclusion,  takes  credit  to  herself, 
that  dpwn  to  October,  1804,  she^had  never  men- 
tioned tbe  Princess's  being  with  child,  or  being  de- 
livered of  a  child, — ^to  any  person,  not  even  to  Sir 
John  Douglas !  Why,  where  was  all  this  boasted 
attachment  to  the  Royal  Family;  where  this 
imperative  sense  of  duty  to  his  Royal  Highness ; 
— where  all  this  lofty  feeling  of  the  daughter  and 
the  wife  of  Bnglish  officers ;  where  that  affec- 
tionate respect  to  royalty,  in  which  she  had  been' 
educated  ; — - — where,  it  will .  be  asked,  were 
all  these,  during  the  three  years,  in  which  she 
had  been  made  the  depository  of  so  much  crime, 
infamy,  and  obscenity  ? ^What  was  the  talis- 
man ;  what  the  magic  power,  which  conld' 
dissolve,  as  if  it  were  a  spell,  so  long/  sounre 
served;  §o  congenial  an  intimacy  ?  Can  \t/^ 
~                                3z 
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doabM  bf  a«j  reasoadble  man,  that  the  letter 
written  by  Mn.  Vem«n,  forbiddioi;  her  Mwtagoe 
House,  M  the  should  hare  been  forbidden  it 
before^wM  the  first  affi-ont  which  excited  the 
fiead-like,  the  headstropg,  the   immortal  y«i- 

geance  of  Lady  Douglas  ? A  womaa'a 

Teqgemice,  beot  upon  its  grattftcatioa,  at  the 
e^ence  of  truth,  honor,  modesty,^  in  short  of  all 
tb^  world  1 

itaving  rentured  to  submit  these  observatioBS 
Relative  to  the  depositions  of  Lady  Douglas,  we 
proceed  to  uotiGe  those  of  Robert  Bii^od^  and 
Wittiam  Cole.  And  indited  we  can  do  liisde 
more  than  notice  them,  seetng  that  they  ajro  so 
fully  and  so  efficientlly  replied  to  in  the  letter  of 
1^  present  Msyesty,  then  Princess  of  Wales, 
thaikt  we  ba^e  rather  to  refer  our  readers  to  those 
parts  of  that  letter,,  (merited  X»  and  which  will 
be  found  at  page  540,)  that  allude  to  these  mens' 
dqiositions,  than  to  offer  our  own  suggestions ; 
ijrhich,  howe? or  entirely  they  would  concur  widi 
the  sentiments  there  epcpressed  by  Her  Royad 
Hij^bness,  woukl»  no  doubt,  be  less  forcibly 
expressed. 

The  first  poisttg  to  which  BidgQod  deposes^ 
are,  meant  to  pi:oTs^  among  other  thingi^  ^  diat 
Sir  4phm  and  Lady  Douglas  were  in  the  habit;  as 
veU  as  Sir  Sydney  Smithy  whom  he  first  ohserred 
at  Montague  House  in  1802,  of  dining,  or  having 
luncheon^  or  supping  there  ev^ry  day/' — ^A  nMg 
testimooy  this,  to  the  hoMr,  the  gr^OUmde,  die 
devoted  uUaebm^  of  Lady  Dcwgla^^  to  that 
Bisyal  HMtess,  of  whose  boimty,  thus  afiMMy 
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extended,  sbc  wu  in  habits  of  daily  partirapattDD. 
Bat  to  come  to  the  principal  facts  of  which 
Bidgood  is  the  assertor.—lt  is  charged  by  iaa, 
tlMtone  day,  in  1802,  he  saw  Sir  Sydney  South 
in  the  Bine  Rochu.  at  11  o'clock  in  the  uomiag, 
which  was  very  early,— at  least  two  hours  befoie 
they  ever  expected  company.  Hereupon  he 
"  asked  the  servants  why  they  did  not  let  faim 
(Bidgood)  know  ?  They  said  they  bad  let  nobody 
in.  There  was  a  private  door  to  the  Pai^^  by 
which  he  might  have  come  io ;  for  he  could  not 
have  otherwise  got  into  the  Bine  Room  witbo«t 
passing  through  the  house  in  such  a  manner  tifut 
.  he  must  have  been  seen." — Now  die  reader  will 
here  observej  first  of  all,  the  gross  insinnation 
which  is  meant  to  be  conveyed  against  the 
Princess^  by  the  observation  that  Sir  Sydney  was 
seen  at  so  very  earfy  an  hour.  To  strengtheo 
tluB  tacit  accusation,  it  is  next  attempted  to  be 
ttewn  that  none  of  the  servants  knew  of  the 
gallant  officer's  being  there.  Why  this  circum- 
stance leaves,  literally,  nothing  to  be  infnred; 
it  amounts  to  a  direct  charge,  tbat  Sir  S.  Smith 
had  slept  that  night  at  Montague  Huuse ; — what 
can  it  be  made  of  but  this,  if  Mr.  Bidgood's 
statement  of  the  fact  be  correct,  and  if  his 
**  might," — bis  bold  conclusion  is  warranted  ? 
But  let  us  see  whether  this  conclusion, — viz. 
titat  Sir  Sydney  came  in,  as  Bidgood  infers  he 
nu^t,  "  if  he  had  a  key  tp  it,"  by  tbe  Park  door, 
foe  warranted  even  by  Bidgood's  statement. 
Bidgood  w*s  induced  to  suppose  that  Sir  Sydoe< 
must   have  entered    tbe    house    clandestii 


doev 
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becaufire^  being  surprized  to  find  hsm  in  the  Blue 
Room,  ^^  I  asked,"  (he  says)  '^the  senants,  why 
they  did  not  let  me  know  that  he  was  there." 
WelH — ^what  then  ? — and  the  footmem  iofosmed 
.  me  that  they  had  let  no  person  in."  Now  it  is 
most  apparent,  that  the  ground  of  Bidgood's 
'  inquiry  was,  a  suspicion  that  Sir  Sydney  had[  not 
entered  the  bouse,  by  the  usual  a^ccess,  (if  he  had 
indeed,  entered  it  that  morning  at  all.) — ^Un- 
doubtedly^ it  was  reasonable  enough  to  apply  to 
the  '^servants''  to  ascertain  whether  they  had 
admitted  the  individual  in  question,  and  their 
answer  mighty  perhaps,  as  reasonably  have  in- 
duced Bidgood  to  conclude,  according  as  it  was 
in  .the  affirmative  or  the  negative,  that  Sir  Sydney 
had  or  had  not  entered  by  the  uaual  door.  But 
the  reader  cannot  forget  that  the  household  of 
the  Princess  was  rather  a  large  one ;  that  it  con- 
sisted of  very  many  servants ;  many  of  whom,  it 
appears,  by  the  depositions,  were  females.  Now 
we  would  suggest  two  short  and  very  plain 
questions: — 1st.  Does  Mr.  Bidgood  mean  .to 
affirm  that  it  was  unlikely,  impossible,  or  extra- 
ordinary that  one  of  the  many  female  domestics 
of  the  Princess  might  have  opened  the  door  to 
Sir  Sydney,  or  to  any  body  else  ? 

2dly.  How  happens  it,  that,  whereas  he 
putthe  question  to  '^  the  servants''  generally,  the 
j^otmen  alone  answered,  and  are  alone  intimated 
even  to  have  answered?  (one  of  these  very  men 
was  William  Cole,  too,  of  whom  we  .shall  have 
next  to  speak. )  As  to  those  parts  of  Bidgood's 
vidence,  which  regard  the  occiq>ation^  &c.  by 
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the  Princess^  of  the  houses,  No.  7, 8,  and  9,  on  the 
Cliff,  atSouthend,  they  are  so  fully  met  and  refuted 
in  her  letter  (X )  that  we  should  be  doing  a  great 
injustice  to  say  a  word  more  upon  the  subject. 
For  every  thing  which  regards  Captain  M anby, 
we  would  msike  but  one  observation :  annexed 
to  the  letter  marked  (X)  the  public  will  find 
•the  deposition  of  that  gallant  and  meritorious 
officer :  and  after  the  direct,  solemn,  and  positive 
denial  which  he  there  gives  to  the  story  told  by 
Bidgood,  we  will  not  pay  the  reader  so  ill  a 
oDmpliment  as  to  suppose  he  would  hesitate  be- 
tween the  parties,  as  to  doubt  for  one  moment 
to  which  of  the  two,  the  preference  of  belief  is  to 
be  given.    And  so  much  for  Mr.  Bidgood. 

The  nex^' worthy  among  those,  whom  it  was 
made,  preposterously  enough,  a  subject  of  remon- 
strance to  the  Crown  to  have  termed  "  suborned 
traducers,''  and  whom  their  own  shewing  has 
proved  to  have  acted  and  deposed  as  nearly  as 
can  well  be  imagined,  in  the  same  manner  as 
suborned  traducers  would  have  done,  is  William 
Cole.  This  man,  whose  falsehood  is  the  only 
consistency  in  his  numerous  depositions,  is  at 
once  bold  and  unfortunate  ;  he  commences  by  a 
bold  inference,  and  in  the  next  sentence  advances 
that  which  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  what  has 
been  before  said  on  the  same  subject  by  Bid- 
good.  Bidgood  observes,  as  the  reader  has  seen, 
that  Sir  Sydney  "  might'''  have  come  in  by  the 
private  door  from  the  Park.  Cole,  however,  says 
— •*  he  **  must"  have  come  in  from  the  Park. 
''  But  these  worthy  brethren,  Castor  and  Pollux 
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are  aometimes  agreed  io  their  *' facto."    Take 
tim  for  a  specimen : — 

BiDOOOD.— ^^  There  was  a  private  door  to  the 
Park,  by  which  he  might  have  come  in,  if  he  kad 
a  key  to  it,  and  have  got  into  the  Bkie  Room 
withmU  any  of  the  senxmlM  pereehring  him.'' 

CoLB.    ''He  mast  have  come  in  from  the 
Park.    If  he  had  beoi  let  in  from  Blackheath, 
he  fnu8t  have  paseed  through  the  room  in  which  / 
tM$  waiting  r    To  do  Mr.  Goie  justice,  however, 
he  makes  no  pretensions  to  common  honesty  or 
c<mimon  manliness.    He  tells  a  story  of  seeing . 
a  man  about  1 2  o'clock,  wrapped  up  in  a  gnnt 
coat,  enter  the  house  from  the  Park.    He  was 
not  at  all  alarmed,  for  he  did  not  suppose  it  to 
be  a  thief.    Now  this  is  very  honorable  either  to 
his  courage,  which  uever  prompted  him  for  a 
moment  to  enquire  or  to  ascertain  who  or  what 
the  intruder  was ;  or^  as  he  had  no  fear,  it  is 
highly  complimentary  to  his  honest,  his  dirtifiil 
prudence,  which,  when  the  opportunity  of  detec- 
tion was  thus,  (to  believe  his  stetement,  for  an 
instent,)  in  bis  own  hands,  was  never  tempted  to 
intrude  upon  the  questionable  privacies  of  his  royal 
mistress,  whom  be  has  since  so  often  undergone 
examinations  for  the  purposes  of  vilifying  (so  far 
as  depended  on  himself;)  actuated^  no  doubt,  by 
the  same  ^^  dutiful  attachment"  which  has  been  so 
much  vaunted  by  Lady  Douglas.  We  should,  how 
ever,  forget  the  respect  due  to  the  reader  and  tQ 
ourselves,  if  we  detained  him  longer  upon  the 
evidence  of  a  man,  who  at  the  close  of  his  depo* 
sitions^  makes  this  sort   of  acknowledgment; 
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from  whence,  alone,  without  the  AOlenm  dental 
ofthe  honorable  and  illustrious  parties  themselres^ 
it  might  be  at  once  inferred  what  credit  was  to 
be  given  to  his  evidence.    *^  He,  Mr.  (now  Sir 
Thomas  Lawrence,)  has  been  there  as  late  as 
one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.    One  night 
1  saw  him  with  the  Princess  in  the  Blue  Room, 
after  the  ladies  had  retired.    Some  time  after- 
wards, when  I  supposed  that  he  had  gone  to  his 
room/  I  went  to  see  that  all  was  safe,  and  I 
found  the  Blue  Room  door  locked,  and  heard  a 
whispering  in  it,  and  I  went  away  T     Whe- 
ther most  to  admire  the  respectful  propriety  with 
which  Mr.  Cole  withdrew,  when  he  heard  the 
wbisperiug ;  or  the  exiremt  probability  that  those 
who  had  locked  the  door  by  way  of  precaution, 
should  have  neglected  to  speak  sufficiently  low ; 
or  the  uncommon  HkeRhood  of  the  Princess's 
choosing  for  the  scene  of  her  imputed  amours, 
a  room  in  which  she  was  accustomed  to  sit  every 
day^  ^nd  which  the  servant  was  accustomed,  like 
Mr.  Cole,  to  visit  the  last  thing  in  order  to  see 
that  all  was  safe  .....  we  profess  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  determine. 

As  for  the  letter  from  her  Royal  Highness  to  the 
li^kiug,  dated  12th  of  August^  1806,  and  written 
upon  the  occasion  a(  receiving  the  Reports  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners,  which  ought  to  have  been 
delivered  on  the  14th  of  July  preceding,  (a  delay 
altogether  unaccounted  for,)  we  shall  content 
ottrselyes  with  recommending  it  to  the  readeir^s 
most  serious  perusal.  It  bears  the  innate,  un- 
affected, indisputable  marks  of  innocence  and 
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rectitude.  The  remonstrance  upon  certain  parts 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lords.  Commissioners, 
are  not  only  just  and  reasonable  in  themseWes, 
but  are  expressed  in  terms  which  speak  the 
undisguised,  and  indignant  feelings  of  a  really 
injured  woman:  and  if,  among  features  of  so 
much  nobler  and  more  grave  a  character,  it  may 
be  permitted  to  remark  upon  the  style  of  the 
composition,  we  should  select  the  passage,  begia- 
ning  **  Oh !  gracious  king,"  as  one  replete  with 
pathos  and  natural  eloquence.  It  is  a  resistless 
appeal  to  the  judgment  as  well  as  to  the  hearty 
to  the  understanding  as  well  as  to  the  passions^  of 
the  good,  the  great,  the  venerable  sovereign  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  He  indeed  has  disap- 
peared from  a  nation  s  eyes,  which  had  long  been 
deprived,  while  living,  of  the  pleasure  of  behold- 
ing him  ;  he  has  been  snatched  from  their  affec- 
tionate solicitude,  of  which  he  was  unconscious^ — 
from  their  tears,  which  he  was  spared  the  anguish 
of  beholding — and  from  their  prayers,  which  were 
destined  to  be  unavailing.  But  all  bis  sorrows, 
— and  he  had  many  of  them, — his  cares, — which 
were  thickly  strewn  about  the  royal  couch, — his 
afflictions^ — and  there  were  many,  not  *♦  utter 
strangers  to  a  throne"  who  occasioned  him  severe 
ones,  all  these  things  are  now  buried  with  him, 
and  in  the  grave  he  has  found  peace  and  repose. 
There  are  those,  indeed,  who  born  to  wield  a 
sceptre^  and  called  to  sustain  it  by  the  voice,  the 
wish,  and  the  hereditary  custom.of  a  nation^  are  but 
the  more  persecuted  as  they  approach  thatthrone^ 
the  steps  of  which  they  must  ascend :  whose  newly 
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descended  royalty  falls  on  them,  not  like  the  gen* 
tie  dew  of  heaven,  grateful  and  refreshing,  nor  in- 
vests them  with  increasing  bonors,as  the  rising  sun 
irradiates  the  blushing  heavens ;  but  rather  breathes 
upon  tliem,  (like  the  sultry  and  consuming  Sirocco 
of  the  desert,  destroying  vegetation  and  human 
life  with  its  parching  and  pestiferous  heat,)  the 
poisonous  blasts  of  calumny  and  falsehood,  the 
destroying  pestilence  of  woman's  vengeapce, 
and  the  bitter  and  terjible  curse  of  domestic 
enmity ! 

Upon  the  letter  which  follows^  and  to  which,  we 
have  had  such  frequent  occasions  to  refer,  we 
have  much  to  observe;  but,  folio wiog  the  plan 
we  have  thus  far  adopted,  it  seems  more  advis- 
able that  we  should  offer  our  remarks,  after  the 
reader  has  been  put  in  possession  of  the  letter 
itself;  which  is,  in  fact,  a  detailed  and  general 
answer  to  the  whole  of  the  depositions  which  had 
been  enclosed  to  the  Princess,  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners.  It  will  be 
hardly  necessary,  and  perhaps  quite  unwarrant- 
able, for  us  to  describe  what  the  impression  was, 
which  its  perusal  produced  upon  our  minds ;  we 
shall  only  say',  therefore,  that  we  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  it  will  produce  an  efiect  precisely 
isimilar  upon  the  minds  of  our  readers.  A  more 
defined,  clear,  unshrinking  or  vigorous  defence, 
we  never  saw. 

There  is  not  one  fact,  adduced  by  the  witnMfles^ 
however  unfavorable  the  coloring  which  circum^- 
stances,  or  the  mode  in  which  the  witnesses 
have  deposed,  may  have  given  to  it,  that  is  not 

••  4  a 
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ininutel}r  examined,  considered  and  replied  ta^ 
Nothing  at  the  same  time  has  been  sacrificed  to 
making  what  is  technically  termed  **  a  good 
point;" — ^but  the  letter  is  altogether  simple^ 
spirited  and  energetic.  It. possesses  the  admir- 
able quality  moreover,  of  going  eouzctly  to  the 
charges — or  as  lawyers  say,  of  not  travelling  out 
of  the  indictment.  To  this  letter  we  shall  sub- 
join the  depositions  printed  in  Italics;  only 
requesting  the  reader  to  peruse  with  care,  what 
is  in  itself,  at  once  the  history,  and  explanation 
of  the  **  Delicate  Investigation ;" — the  reply  to 
the  depositions  ; — and  the  detection  of  the  false- 
hoods advanced  by  Douglas,  Bidgood,  Cole, 
and  others. 


(X.) 
TO  THE  KING  * 

"  Sire, 

"  Impressed  with  the  deepest  sentiments 
of  gratitude,  for  the  countenance  and  protection 
which  I  have  hitherto  uniformly  received  from 
"Your  Majesty,  I  approach  you,  with  a  heart  un- 
dismayed, upon  this  occasion,  so  awful  and 
momentous  to  my  character,  my  honor,  and  my 
happiness.  I  should,  indeed,  (under  charges 
such  as  have  now  been  brought  against  me,) 


His  Late  Majestj. 
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prove  myself  undeserving  of  the  continuance  of 
that  countenance  and  protection,  and  altogether 
unworthy  of  the  high  station  which  }  hold  in 
Your  Majesty's  illustrious  family,  if  I  sought  for 
any  partiality,  for  any  indulgence,  for  any  thing 
more  than  what  is  due  to  me  in  justice.  My 
entire  confidence  in  Your  Majesty's  virtues, 
assures  me,  that  I  cannot  meet  with  less. 

"  The  situation,  which  I  have  been  so  happy  as 
to  hold  in  Your  Majesty's  good  opinion  and 
esteem;  my  station  in  Your  Majesty's  august 
family ;  my  life,  my  honor,  and,  through  mine, 
the  honor  of  Your  Majesty's  Family  have  been 
attacked.  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  have 
attempted  to  support  a  direct  and  precise  charge^ 
by  which  they  have  dared  to  impute  to  me  the 
enormous  guilt  of  High  Treason,  committed  in 
the  foul  crime  of  Adultery,  in  this  charge,  the 
extravagance  of  their  malice  has  defeated  itself. 
The  Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners,  acting 
under  Your  Majesty's  warrant,  has  most  fully 
cleared  me  of  that  charge.  But  there  remain 
imputations,  strangely  sanctioned,  and  coun- 
tenanced by  that  Report,  on  which.  I  cannot 
remain  silent,  without  incurring  the  most  fatal 
consequences  to  my  honor  and  character.  For 
it  states  to  Your  Majesty,  that  *'  The  circum- 
stances detailed  against  me  must  be  credited, 
till  they  are  decisively  contradicted." 

*'  To  contradict,  with  as  much  decision,  as  the 
contradiction  of  an  accused  can  convey ;  to  ex- 
pose the  injustice  and  malice  of  my  enemies ; 
to  shew  the  utter  impossibility  of  giving  credit  to 
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tbeir  testimony;    and   to  vindicate    my    own 
ipnoceace^  Mrili  be  the  objects,  Sire,  of  tiib  letter. 
in  the  course  of  my  pursuing  these  objects,  I 
shall  have  much  to  complain  of,  in  the  substance 
of  the  Proceeding  itself^  and  much  in  the  manner 
of  conducting  it.     That  any  of  these  charges 
should  ever  have  been  entertained,  upon  testi* 
mony  so  little  worthy  of  belief  which  betrayed, 
in  every  sentence,  the  malice  in  which  it  origi- 
nated;  that,  even  if  they  were  entertained  at  all^ 
Your  Majesty  should  have  been  advised  to  pass 
by  the  ordinary  legal  modes  of  Inquiry,  into 
such  high  crimes,  and  to  refer  them  to  a  commis* 
sion,  open  to  all  the  objection,  which  I  shall  have 
to  state  to  such  a  mode  of  In<{uiry ;    that  the 
Commissioners,  after  having  negatived  the  prin- 
cipal  charge  of  substantive  crime,  should  have 
entertained     considerations    of    matters^    that 
amounted  to  no  legal  offence,  and  which  were 
adduced,  not  as  substantive  chaises  in  them- 
selves, but  as  matters  in  support  of  iht  principal 
accusation ;  that  through  the  pressure  and  weight 
of  their  official  occupations,  they  did  not»  per- 
haps, could  not,  bestow  that  attention  on  the 
case,  which,  if  given  to  it,  must  have  enabled 
them  to  detect  the  villainy  and  falsehoods  of 
my  accusers,  and  their  foul  conspiracy  against 
xfie ;  and  must  have  preserved  my  character  from 
the  weighty  imputation  which  the  authority  of 
the  Commissioners  has,  for  a  time^  cast  upon  it: 
but  above   all,   tliat  they  should,  upon  this  eso 
parte  examination,  without  hearing  one  word  that 
1  could  uf^e,  have  reported  to  Yoiur  Majesty, 
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an  Opinion  on  these  matters^  so  prejudicial  to  my 
honor,  and  from  which  I  can  have  no  appeal  to 
the  laws  of  the  Country^  (because  the  charges, 
constituting  no  legal  offence,  cannot  be  made  the 
ground  of  a  judicial  inquiry;) — ^these  and  many 
other  circumstances,  connected  with  the  length 
0f  the  Proceeding,  which  have  cruelly  aggra- 
vated to  my  feelings^  the  pain  necessarily  at- 
tendant upon  this  Inquiry; — I  shall  not  be  able  to 
refrain  from  stating,  and  urging,  as  matters  of' 
serious  lamentation  at  leasts  if  not  of  well- 
grounded  complaint. 

'^  In  commenting  upon  any  part  of  the  circum- 
stances, which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of 
this  Inquiry,  whatever  observations  I  may  be 
compelled  to  make  upon  any  of  them,  I  trust,  I 
never  shall  forget  what  is  due  to  officers  in  high 
station  and  employment  under  Your  Majesty. 
No  apology  therefore,  can  be  required  for  any 
reserve  m  my  expressions  towards  them.  But 
if,  in  vindicatii^  my  innocence  against  the  injus- 
tice and  malice  of  my  enemies,  I  should  appear 
to  Your  Majesty  not  to  express  myself  with  all 
the  warmth  and  indignation,  which  innocence, 
80  foully  calumniated  must  feel.  Your  Majesty 
will^  I  trust,  not  attribute  my  forbearance  to  any 
insensibility  to  the  grievous  injuries  I  have  sus- 
tained ;  but  will  graciously  be  pleased  to  ascribe 
it  to  the  restraint  1  have  imposed  upon  tnyself^ 
lest  in  endeavoring  to  describe  in  just  terms,  the 
motives,  the  conduct,  the  perjury^  and  all  the 
foul  circumstances  which  characterize  and  esta- 
tW9h  the  malice  of  my  accusers,   I  might  u^r 
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language,  which  though  not  unjustly  applied  to 

them,  might  be  improper  to  be  used  by  me,  to 
any  body,  or  unfit  to  be  employed  by  any  body, 

humbly,  respectfully,  and  dutifully  addressing 
Your  Majesty. 

^^That  a  fit  opportunity  has  occurred  for  laying 
open  my  heart  to  Your  Majesty,  perhaps^  I  shall 
hereafter  have  no  reason  to  lament.  For  more 
than  two  years,  1  had  been  informed,  that^  upon 
the  presumption  of  some  misconduct  in  me^  my 
behaviour  had  been  made  the  subject  of  investiga* 
tion,  and  my  neighbours'  servants  had  beea 
examined  concerning  it.  And  for  some  time, 
I  had  received  mysterious^  and  indistinct  inti* 
mations^  that  some  great  mischief  was  meditated 
towards  me.  And,  in  all.  the  circumstances  of 
my  very  peculiar  situation,  it  will  not  be  thought 
strange,  that  however  conscious  I  was,  that  I 
had  no  just  cause  of  fear,  I  should  yet  feel  some 
uneasiness  on  this  account.  With  surprize  cer- 
tainly^ (because  the  first  tidings  were  of  a  kind 
to  excite  surprize^)  but  without  alarm,  1  received 
the  intelligence,  that,  for  some  reason,  a  fonf^^l 
investigation  of  some  parts  of  my  conduct  had 
been  advised,  and  had  actually  taken  place. 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  announced  it  to  me.  He  announced 
to  me^ — the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  the  first  com- 
munieation  made  to  me  with  respect  to  this  pro« 
ceeding^  the  near  approach  of  two  Attornies  (one 
of  them,  I  since  find,  the  Solicitor  employed  by 
Sir  John  Douglas,)  claiming  to  enter  my  dwelling 
vitb  a  warranty  to  take  away  one  half  of  my 
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household,  for  immediate  examination  upon  a 
charge  against  myself.  Of  the  nature  of  that 
charge  I  was  then  uninformed.  It  nqve  appears, 
it  was  the  charge  of  High  Treason,  committed  in 
the  infamous  crime  of  Adultery.  His  Royal 
Highness,  i  am  sure,  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  I  betrayed  no 
fear,  that  I  manifested  no  symptoms  of  conscious 
guilt,  that  I  sought  no  excuses  to  prepare,  or  to 
tutor  my  servants  for  the  examination  which 
they  were  to  undergo.  •  The  only  request  which 
1  made  to  His  Royal  Highness  was,  that  he 
would  have  the  goodness  to  remain  with  me  till 
my  servants  were  gone;  that  he  might  bear 
witness,  that  I  had  no  conversation  with  them 
before  they  went.  In  truth.  Sire,  my  anxieties, 
under  a  knowledge  that  some  serious  mischief 
was  planning  against  me,  and  while  I  was 
ignorant  of  its  quality  and  extent,  had  been  so 
great,  that  I  could  not  but  rejoice  at  an  event, 
which  seemed  to  promise  me. an  early  oppor* 
tnnity  of  ascertaining  what  the  malice  of  my 
enemies  intended  against  me. 

*^  It  has  not  been,  indeed,  without  impatience 
the  most  painful,  that  I  have  passed  the  inter** 
val,  which  has  since  elapsed.  When  once  it 
was  not  only  known  to  me,  but  to  the  world, 
(for  it  was  known  to  the  world)  that  Inquiry  of 
the  gravest  nature  had  been  instituted  into  my 
conduct,  1  looked  to  the  conclusion,  with  all 
the  eagerness  that  could  belong  to  an  absolute 
conviction,  that  my  innocence,  and  my  honor,  to 
the    disgrace   and   confusion  of  my  accusers. 
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mrould  be  established ;  and  that  th«  groimdleM 
malice  and  irgustice  of  the  whole  chaise,  would 
be  manifested  to  the  world,  as  widely  as  the 
calutnny  had  been  circulated.  I  knew  that  the 
result  of  an  ex  parte  Inquiry ,  from  its  very  nature^ 
could  not,  unless  it  fully  asserted  my  entire  inno* 
cence,  be  in  any  degree  just.  And  i  had  taught 
myself  most  firmly  to  believe,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  that  any  opinion,  which  could  in  the 
smallest  degree  work  a  prejudice  to  my  honor 
and  character,  could  ever  be  expressed  ia  any 
termSj  by  any  persons^  in  a  Report  upon  a 
solemn  fonnal  Inquiry,  and  more  especially  to 
Your  Majesty,  without  my  having  some  notice, 
and  some  opportunity  of  being  heard.  And  I 
was  convinced^  that. if  the  proceeding  allowed 
me^  before  an  opinion  was  expressed^  the  ordi- 
nary means  which  accused  persons  have,  of  vin- 
dicating their  honor  and  their  innocence,  my 
honor  and  innocence  must,  in  any  opinion  which 
could  then  be  expressed,  be  fully  vindicated^ 
and  effectually  established.  What  then.  Sire, 
must  have  been  my  astonishment,  and  my  dismay, 
when  I  saw,  that  notwithstanding  the  principal 
accusation  was  found  to  be  utterly  false,  yet 
some  of  the  witnesses  to  those  charges,  whic^ 
were  brought  in  support  of  the  principal  accu- 
sation^— ^witnesses^  whom  any  person  interested 
to  have  protected  my  character,  would  easily 
have  shevm  out  of  4heir  own  mouths,  to  be 
utterly  unworthy  of  credit^  and  confederates  in 
foul  conspiracy  with  my  false  accusers,  and 
reported  to  be  ^^  iree  from  a,U  suspicion  of  un- 
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favorable  bias  ;'^  their  veracity,  '^  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Commissioners,  not  to  be  questioned ;'' 
and  their  infamous  stories  and  insinuations 
against  me,  to  be  ^'  such  as  deserve  the  most 
serious  consideration,  and  as  must  be  credited 
till  decisively  contradicted." 

"  The  Inquiry,  after  1  thus  had  notice  of  it, 
continued  for  above  two  Months.*  I  venture 
not  to  complain,  as  if  it  had  been  unnecessarily 
protracted.  The  important  duties  and  official 
avocations  of  the  Noble  Lords,  appointed  to 
carry  it  on,  may  naturally  account  for,  and  excuse, 
some  delay.  But  however  excusable  it  may 
have  been,  Your  Majesty  will  easily  conceive 
the  pain  and  anxiety  which  this  interval  of  sus- 
pense   has  occasioned ;     and     Your    Majesty 

will  not  be  surprised,  if  1  further  represent, 
that  I  have  found  a  great  aggravation  of  my 
painful  sufferings,  in  the  delay  which  occurred 
in  communicating  the  Report  to  me.  For 
though  it  is  dated  on  the  14th  of  July,  I  did 
not  receive  it,  notwithstanding  Your  Majesty's 
gtacious  commands,  till  the  IJth  of  August.  It 
was  due,  unquestionably,  to  Your  Majesty,  that 
the  result  of  an  Inquiry,  commanded  by  Your 
Majesty,  upon  advice  which  had  been  offered, 


*  The  time  that  the  Inquiry  was  paidiog,  after  this  notice  of 
it,  is  here  confounded  with  the  tkne  which  elapsed  before  the 
Report  was  communicated  to  her  Royal  Highness.  The  Inquiry 
itself  only  lasted  to  the  14th  or  l6th  of  July,  which  is  but  be^ 
tween  five  and  six  weeks  from  the  7th  of  June, 
••  4    B 
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touching  matters  of  the  highest  importj  should 
be  first  and  immediately,  communicated  to  you. 
The  respect  and  honor  due  to  the   Prince  of 
Wales,  the  interest  which  he  must  necessarily 
have  taken  in  this  Inquiry,  combined  to  make  it 
indisputably  fit,  that  the  result  should  be  forth- 
with, also  stated  to  His   Royal  Highness.     *1 
complain  not  therefore,  that  it  was  too  early 
communicated  to  any  one :  1  complain  only,  (and 
I  complain  most  seriously,  for  I  felt  it  most 
severely)  of  the  delay  in  its  communication  to  me. 
'^  Rumour  had    informed  the  worlds  that  the 
Report  had  been  early  communicated  to  Your 
Majesty,  and  to  His  Royal  Highness.     I  did  not 
receive   the  benefit,  intended  for  me  by  Your 
Majesty's  gracious  command,  till  a  month  after 
the  Report  was  signed.     But  the  same  rumour 
had  represented  me,  to  my  infinite  prejudice,  as 
in  possession  of  the  Report  during  that  monlli : 
and  the  malice  of  those,  who  wished  to  stain  my 
honor ;  has  not  failed  to  suggest  all  that  malice 
could  infer  firom  its  remaining  in  that  possession, 
so  long  unnoticed.     May  I  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  if  the  Report   acquits  me,   my  innocence 
entitled  me  to  receive  from  those,  to  whom  Your 
Majesty's  commands  had  been  given,  an  imme- 
diate notification  of  the  fact  that  it  did  acquit 
me.     That,  if  it  condemned  me,  the  weight  of 
such  a  sentence  should  not  have  been  left  to 
settle  in  any  mind,   much  less  upon  Your  Ma- 
jesty's, for  a  month,  before  I  could  even  begin  to 
prepare  an  answer,  which,  when  begun,  could 
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not  speedily  be  concluded;  and  that  if  the 
Report  could  be  represented  as  both  acquitting 
and  condemning  me,  the  reasons,  which  suggested 
the  propriety  of  an  early  communication  in  each 
of  the  former  cases,  combined  to  make  it  prop^ 
and  necessary  in  the  latter. 

'VAnd  why  all  consideration  of  my  feelings  was 
thus  cruelly  neglectec^ ;  why  I  was  kept  upon 
the  rack  during  all  this  time,  ignorant  of  the 
result  of  a  charge,  which  affected  my  honor  and 
my  life ;  and  why,  (especially  in  a  case,  where 
such  grave  matters  were  to.  continue  to  be  cre- 
dited, '*  to  the  prejudice  of  my  honor^  till  they 
were  decidedly  contradicted,")  the  means  of 
knowing  what  it  was,  that  I  must  at  least  en- 
deavour to  contradict,  were  withholden  from  me 
a  single  unnecessary  hour,  I  know  not,  and  I 
will  not  trust  myself  in  the  attempt  to  conjecture  ? 
On  the  11th  of  August,  however,  [  at  length 
received  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a  packet 
containing  copies  of  the  Warrant  or  Commission, 
authorizing  the  Inquiry, — of  the  Report — and  of 
the  Examinations  on  which  the  Report  was 
founded.  And  Your  Majesty  may  be  graciously 
pleased  to  recollect,  that  on  the  I3th  J  returned 
my  grateful  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  having 
ordered  these  papers  to  be  sent  to  me. 

^*  Your  Majesty  will  readily  imagine,  that  upon 
a  subject  of  such  importance,  I  could  not  venture 
to  trust  only  to  my  own  advice ;  and  those  with 
whom  1  advised,  suggested^  that  the  written 
Declarations  or  Charges  upon  which  the  Inquiry 
had  proceeded^  and  which  the   Commissioner 


.» 
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refer  to  in  their  Report^and  represent  to  be  the 
essential  foundation  of  the  whole  proceedings  did 
not  accompany  the  Examinations  and   Report ; 
and  also  that 'the  papers  themselves   were  not 
authenticated.     1  therefore  ventured  to  address 
Your  Majesty,  upon  these  supposed  defects  in 
the  communication,  and  humbly  requested  that 
the  copies  of  the  papers,  which  I  then  returned, 
might,  after  being  examined  and  authenticated, 
be  again  transmitted  to  me ;  and  that  1  might 
also  be  furnished   with   copies  of  the  written 
declarations  so  referred  to  in  the  Report.     And 
my  humble  thanks  are  due  for  Your  Majesty's 
gracious  compliance  with  my  request     On  the 
29tb  of  August  1  received  in  consequence,  the 
attested  copies  of  those  declarations,  and  of  a 
narrative  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Kent ;  and  a  few  days  after^  on  the  3rd  of  Sep* 
tember,  the  attested  copies  of  the  examinations 
which  were  taken  before  the  commissioners. 

*'  The  papers  which  I  have  received  are  as 
follow : 

''  The  narrative  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  dated  27th  of  December,  1805. 

"  A  copy  of  the  written  declaration  of  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas,  dated  3rd  December,  1805. 

'*  A  paper  containing  the  written  declarations, 
or  examinations,  of  the  persons  hereafter  enume* 
rated  ; — the  title  to  these  papers  is, 

**  For  the  purpose  of  confirming  the  statement 
**  made  by  Lady  Douglas,  of  the  circumstMices 
"  mentioned  in  her  narrative,  the  following  exa- 
''  minations  have  been  taken,  and  which  have 
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^*  been  signed  by  the  several  persons  who  have 
'*  been  examined." 

^*  Two  of  Sarah  Lampert ; — one  dated  Chelten- 
ham, 8th  January,  1806;  and  the  other  29th  of 
March,  1806.  One  of  William  Lampert,  Baker, 
1 14,  Cheltenham^  apparently  of  the  same  d^te 
with  the  last  of  Sarah  Lampert's.  . 

"Four  of  William  Cole,  dated  respectivelv,  1 1th 
January,  14th  January,  30th  January,  and  23rd 
February,  1806. — One  of  Robert  Bidgood,  dated 
Temple,  4th  April,  1806.  One  of  Sarah  Bidgood, 
dated  Temple^  23rd  April,  and  one  of  Frances 
Lloyd,  dated  Temple,  J  2th  May,  1806." 

[The  other  papers  and  documents  we  have 
already  recapitulated  at  Page  520.] 

*^  By  the  copy  which  I  have  received  of  the 
commission,  or  warrant,  under  which  the  Inquiry 
has  been  prosecuted,  it  appears  to  be  an  instru- 
ment under  your  Majesty's  sign  manual^  not 
countersigned,  not  under  any  seal. — It  recites, 
that  an  abstract  of  certain  written  declarations, 
touching  my  conduct  (without  specifying  by 
whom  those  declarations  were  made,  or  the 
nature  of  the  matters,  touching  which  they  had 
been  made,  or  even  by  whom  the  abstract  had 
been  prepared,)  had  been  laid  before  Your 
Majesty ;  into  the  truth  of  which  it  purports  to 
authorize  the  four  noble  Peers,  who  are  named 
in  it,  to  inquire,  and  to  examine  upon  oath,  such 
persons  as  they  think  fit ;  and  to  report  to  Your 
Majesty  the  result  of  their  examination.  By 
referring  to  the  written  declarations,  it  appears 
that  they  contain  allegations  against  me,  amount 
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ingto  the  charge  of  High  Treason,  and  also  other 
matters^  which,  if  understood  to  be,  as  they  seem 
to  have  been  acted  and  reported  upon,  by  the 
Commissioners,  not  as  evidence  confirmatory 
(as  they  are  expressed  to  be  in  their  title)-  of  the 
principal  charge,  but  as  distinct  and  substantive 
subjects  of  examination,  cannot,  as  I 'am  advised, 
be  represented,  as  in  law^  amounting  to  crimes. 
How  most  of  the  declarations  referred  to  were 
collected,  by  whom,  at  whose  solicitation,  undca- 
what  sanction,  and  before  what  persons,  magis- 
trates or  others,  they   were   made^    does    not 
appear.  By  the  title  indeed,  which  all  the  written 
declarations,  except  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas's 
bear,  viz.  *'that  they  had  bee^  taken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  confirming  Lady  Douglas's  statement," 
it  may  be  collected  that  they  had  been  inade  by 
her,  or  at  least  by  Sir  John  Douglas's  procure- 
ment.    And  the  concluding  passage  of  one  of 
theni,  1  me^n  the  fourth  declaration  of  W.  Cole, 
strengthens  this  opinion,  as  it   represents    Sir 
John  Douglas,  accompanied  by  his  solicitor,  Mr« 
Lowten,  to  have  gone  down  as  far  as  Cheltenham^ 
for  the  examination  of  two  of  the  witnesses  whose 
declarations  are  there  stated.    I  am,  however^  at 
a  loss  to  know  at  this  moment,  whom  I  am  to 
consider,  or  whom  1  could  legally  fix  as   my 
false  accuser.     From  the  circumstance  last  men- 
tioned, it  might  be  inferred,  that  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas,  or  one  of  them,  is  that  accuser. 
But  Lady  Douglas  in  her  written  declaration, 
so  far  from  representing  the  information  which 
she  then  gives,  as  moving  voluntarily  from  herself. 
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expr^^sly  states  that  she  gives  it  under  the  direct 
commaDd  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales^  and  the  papers  leave  me  without  infor- 
mation, from  whom  any  communication  to  the 
Prince  orignated,  which  induced  him  to  give 
such  commands. 

**  Upon  the  question  how  far  the  advice  is  agree-' 
able  to  law,  under  which  it  was  recommended 
to  Your  Majesty  to  issue  this  warrant,  or  com- 
mission^ not  countersigned"^  nor  under  seal,  and 
without  any  of  Your  Majesty's  advisers  therefore, 
being  on  the  face  of  it^  responsible  for  its  issuing, 
I  am  not  competent  to  determine.  And  un^ 
doubtedly  considering  that  the  two  high  legal 
authorities,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  tlie  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  consented  to 
act  under  it,  it  is  with  the  greatest  doubt  and 
difl^dence,  that  I  can  bring  myself  to  express 
any  suspicion  of  its  illegality.  But  if  it  be,  as  I 
am  given  to  understand  it  is^  open  to  question, 
whether,  consistently  with  law.  Your  Majesty 
should  have  been  advised  to  command  by  this 
warrant  or  commision^  persons  (not  to  act  in  any 
known  character,  as  Secretaries  of  State,  as  Privy 
Counsellors^  -as  Magistrates  otherwise  em* 
powered ;  but )  to  act  as  Commissioners^  and 
under  the  sole  authority  of  such  warranty  to 
inquire  (without  any  authority  to  hear  and  deter* 
mine  any  thing  upon  the  subject  of  those  inqui* 
ries),  into  the  known  (^rime  of  High  Treason,  under 
the  sanction  of  oaths,  to  be  administered  by  them, 
as  such  Commissioners,  and  to  report  the  result 
thereof  to  Your  Majesty ;  if^  I  say^  there  can 
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be  any  question  on  the  legality  of  such  a  warrant 
or  commission^  the  extreme  hardship  with  which 
it  has  operated  upon  me,  the  extreme  prejudice 
which  it  has  done  to  my  character,  and  to  which 
such  a  proceeding  must  ever  expose  the  object 
of  it,  obliges  me,  till  I  am  fully  convinced  of  its 
legality,  to  forbear  from  acknowledging  its 
authority ;  and  with  all  humility  and  deference 
to  Your  Majesty,  to  protei^t  against  it^  and  against 
all  the  proceedings  under  it. 

"  If  this,  indeed,  were  matter  of  mere  form,  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  urge  it.  But  the  actual 
hardships  and  prejudices,  which  I  have  suffered 
by  this  proceeding,  are  most  obvious.  For,  upon 
the  principal  charge  against  me^  the  Commis- 
sioners have  most  satisfactorily,  and  '^  without  the 
least  hesitation,''  (for  such  is  their  expression,) 
reported  their  opinion  of  its  falsehood.  Sir  John 
and- Lady  Douglas  therefore,  who  have  sworn  to 
its  truth,  have  been  guilty  of  the  plainest  false- 
hood ;  yet,  upon  the  supposition  of  the  illegality 
of  this  commission,  their  falsehood  must,  as  1 
am  informed,  go  unpunished.  Upon  that  suppo- 
sition^ the  want  of  legal  authority  in  the  Commis- 
sioners, to  inquire  and  to  administer  an  oath,  will 
render  it  impossible  to  give  to  this  falsehood, 
the  character  of  perjury.  But  this  is  by  no 
means  the  circumstance  which  I  feel  mostseverely. 
Beyond  the  vindicating  of  my  own  character,  and 
the  consideration  of  providing  for  my  future 
security,  I  can  assure  Your  Majesty,  that  the 
punishment  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  would 
afford  me  no  satisfaction.     It  is  not  therefore^ 
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trith  regard  to  that  part  of  the  charge  which  ts 
negatived,  but  with  respect  to  those,  which  are 
sanctioned  by  the  -  Report ;  those,  which,  not 
aiming  at  my  life,  exhaust  themselves  upon  my 
character,  and  which  the  Commissioners  have  in 
some  measure  sanctioned  by  their  Report,  that  I 
have  the  greater  reason  to  complain.  Had  the 
Report  sanctioned  the  principal  charge,  consti- 
tuting a  known  legal  crimen  my  innocence  would 
have  emboldened  me,  at  all  risks,  (and  to  more 
no  person  has  ever  been  exposed  from  the  malice 
and  falsehood  of  accusers)  to  have  demanded 
that  trial,  which  could  legally  determine  upon 
the  truth  Or  falsehood  of  such  chai^.  Though 
I  should  even  then  indeed  have  had  some  cause 
to  complain,  because  I  should  have  gone  to  that 
trialjUnder  the  prejudice  necessarily  raised  against 
me,  by  that  Report ;,  yet,  in  a  proceeding  before 
the  just,  open,  and  known  tribunals  of  Your  Ma- 
jesty's kingdom,  1  should  have  had  a  safe  appeal 
from  the  result  of  an  ex  parte  investigation.  An 
invest^ation,  which  has  exposed  me  to  all  the 
hardships  of  n.  secret  Inquiry,  without  giving  me 
the  hoiefit  ot$ecreaf;  and  to  all  the  severe  con- 
sequences of  a  puUic  investigation,  in  point  of 
injury  to  my  character,  without  affording  me  any 
of  its  substantial  benefits,  in  point  of  security. 
But  the  charges,  which  the  Commissioners  do 
sanction  by  their  Report,  describing  them  with  a 
mysterious  obscarity  and  indefinite  generality, 
— constitute,  as  I  atn  told,  no  legal  crime.  Hiey 
are  described  as  "  instances  of  great  impropriety 
and  indecency  of  behaviour,"  which  must  "  ocra- 
•*  4c 
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sibn  the  most  unfavourable  interpretations,'*  ^Hd 
they  are  reported  to  Your  M ajesty,  and  they  are 
Htated  to  be^  '*  circumstances  which  must  be  cre- 
dited, till  they  are  decisively  contradicted/' 

*'  From  this  opinion,  this  judgment  of  the  Com- 
missioners, bearing  so  hard  upon  my  character* 
(and  that  a  female  character,  how  delicate,  and 
how  easily  to  be  aftected  by  the  breath  of  calumny. 
Your  Majesty  knows)  I  can  have  no  appeal. 
For,  as  the  charges  constitute  no  legal  crimes,  they 
cannot  be  the  subject  of  any  legal  trial.  I  can 
call  for  no  trial.  I  can  therefore  have  no  appeal. 
I  can  look  for  no  acquittal.  Yet  this  opinion,  or 
this  judgment,  from  which  1  can  have  no  appeal, 
has  been  pronounced  against  me,  upon  mere  ex 
parte  investigation. 

''  This  hardship.  Sire,  I  am  told  to  ascribe  to 
the  nature  of  the  proceeding  under  this  warrant 
or  commission  ;  for  had  the  Inquiry  been  entered 
into  before  Your  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  or 
before  any  magistrates  authorized  by  law  as  sudi, 
to  inquire  into  the  existence  of  treason,  the  known 
course  of  proceeding  before  that  council,  or  such 
magistrates,  the  known  extent  of  their  jurisdic- 
tion over  crimes,  and  not  over  the  proprieties  of 
behaviour,  would  have  preserved  me  fromthepdd- 
sibility  of  having  matters  made  the  ^ubjectis  of 
Inquiry,  which  had  in  law  no  substantive  criminal 
character,  and  from  the  extreme  hardship  of 
having  my  reputation  injured  by  calumny  altog^ 
ther  unfounded,  but  rendered  at  once  nlore  safe 
to  my  enemies,  and  more  injurious  to  me,  by 
being  uttered  in  the  course  of  a  proceeding, 
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assumiog  the  grave  semblance  of  legal  form. 
And  it  IB  by  tbe  nature  of  tbis  proceeding,  (which 
could  alone  bave  countenanced  or  admitted  of 
this  licentious  latitpde  of  inquiry,  into  the  pro- 
prieties of  behaviour  in  private  life,  with  which 
no  court,  no  magistrate,  no  public  law,  has  any 
authority  to  interfere,)  that  I  have  been  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  that  entire  and  unqualified  ac- 
quittal and'  discharge  from  this  accusation,  to 
which  the  utter  and  proved  falsehood  of  the  accu- 
sation itself,  so  justly  entitled  me.  I  trust  there- 
fore, that  Your  M^esty  will  see,  that  if  this  pro- 
ceeding is  not  one,  to  which,  by  the  known  laws 
of  Your  Majesty's  kingdom,  I  ought  to  be  subject, 
that  it  is  no  cold,  formal  objection,  which  leads 
me  to  protest  against  it 

"  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  Sire,  from  tbe 
consequences  which  might  arise  to  the  public, 
from  such  misconduct  as  hath  been  falsely  im- 
puted to  me,  that  my  honor  and  virtue  are  of  more 
importance  to  the  state,  tbsm  those  of  other  wo- 
men. That  my  conduct,  therefore,  may  be  fitly 
subjected,  when  necessary,  to  a  severer  scrutiny. 
But  it  cannot  follow,  because  my  character  is  of 
more  importance,  that  it  may  therefore  be  attacked 
with  more  impunity.  And  as  1  know  that  this 
mischief  has  been  pending  over  my  head  for 
more  than  two  years,  that  private  examinations 
of  my  neighbours'  servants,  and  of  my  own,  have 
at  times,  during  that  interval,  been  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  charges  against  me,  not 
indeed  by  the  instrumentality,  of  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas  alone,  but  by  the  sanction,  and  in 
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the  presence  of  the  Earl  of  Moira ;  (as  your  Ma<» 
jesty  will  perceive  by  the  depositioD  of  Jooathan 
Partridge,)  and  as  I  know  also^  and  make  appear 
to  Your  Majesty  likewise  by  the  same  meaus^ 
that  declarations  of  persons  of  unquestionable 
credit  respecting  my  conduct,  attesting  my  inno- 
cence^ and  directly  falsifying  a  most  importaat 
circumstance  respecting  my  supposed  pr^nancy, 
mentioned  in  the  declarations  on  which  the  In- 
quiry was  instituted ;  as  I  know^  I  say,  that  those 
declarations,  so  favourable  to  me,  appear  to  my 
lignite  prejudice,  not  to  have  beeu  communicated 
to  Your  Majesty,  when  that  Inquiry  was  com* 
manded  ;  and  as  I  know  not  how  soon,  or  how 
often,  proceedings  against  me  ipay  be  meditated 
by  my  euemies,  I  take  leave  to  express  my  hum-? 
ble  trust,  that,  before  any  other  proceedings 
may  be  had  against  me,  (desirable  as  it  may  have 
been  thought,  that  the  Inquiry  should  have  been 
of  the  nature  which  has,  intiiis  instance,  obtained,) 
Your  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
require  to  be  advised,  whether  my  guilt,  if  I  were 
guilty,  could  not  be  as  effectually  discovered 
and  punished,  and  my  honor  and  innocence,  if 
innocent,  be  more  effectually  secured  and  erta* 
blisbed,  by  other  more  known  and  regular  modes 
of  proceeding. 

<^  Having,  therefore.  Sire,  upon  these  grave 
reasons,  ventured  to  submit,  I  trust  without 
offence,  these  considerations  upon  the  nature  of  the 
commission,  and  the  proceedings  under  it,  I 
will  now  proceed  to  observe  upon  the  Report, 
^nd  the  Exuninations ;  and,  with  Your  Majesty's 
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permission^  I  will  go  through  the  whole  matter, 
in  that  course  which  has  been  observed  by  the 
Keporl  itself,  and  which  an  examination  of  th6 
important  matters  that  it  contains,  in  the  order 
in  which  it  states  them,  will  naturally  suggest. 

^'The  Report,  after  referring  to  the  commission 
or  warrant  under  which  their  Lordships   were 
actings  after  stating  that  they  had  proceeded  to 
examine  the  several  witnesses,  whose  depositions 
they  annexed  to  the  Report^  proceeds  to  state 
the  effect  of  the  written  declarations,  which  the 
Commissioners  considered  as  the  essential  foun* 
dation  of  the  whole  proceeding.     ''That  they 
were  statements  which  had  been  laid  before  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess; 
that  these  statements  not  only  imputed  to  Her 
Royal    Highness,    great  impropriety,    and    m* 
decency  of  behaviour,  but  expressly   asserted, 
partly  on  the  ground  of  certain  alleged  decla-v 
rations    from  the  Princess's  own  mouth,  and 
partly  on  the  personal  observations  of  the  in- 
formants^ the  following  most  important  facts; 
viz.  ''that  Her  Royal  Highness  had  been  pregnant 
in  the  year  1802,  in  consequence  of  an  illicit 
intercourse  ;   and  that  she  had  in  the  same  year, 
been  secretly  delivered  of  a  male  child  ;   which 
child  had  ever  since  that  period,  been  brought 
up  by  Her  Royal  Highness  in  her  own  house^ 
and  under  her  immediate  inspection."     These 
allegations  thus  made^  had,  as  the  Commissioners 
found,  been  followed  by  declarations  from  other 
persons,  who  had  not  indeed  sppken  to  the  im<» 
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portant  facts  of  the  pregnancy  or  the  delivery  of 
Her  Royal  Highness,  but  hitd  related  other 
particulars,  in  themselves  extremely  suspicions, 
and  still  more  so,  when  connected  with  the 
assertions  already  mentioned.  The  Report  then 
states  that,  *'in  the  painful  situation  in  which  His 
Royal  Highness  was  placed  by  these  declarations, 
they  learned  that  he  had  adopted  the  only  course 
which  could,  in  their  judgment,  with  propriety 
be  followed^  when  informations  such  as  these, 
had  been  thus  confidently  alleged  and  particularly 
detailed^  and  had  in  some  degree  been  sup- 
ported by  collateral  evidence,  applying  to  other 
points  of  the  same  nature,  (though  going  to  a  far 
less  extent^)  one  line  could  only  be  pursued.*' 

**  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  Your  Majesty, 
and  of  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  required 
that  these  particulai^s  should  not  be  wiUiheid 
from  Your  Majesty,  to  whom  more  particularly 
belonged  the  cognizance  of  a  matter  of  state,  so 
nearly  touching  the  honor  of  Your  Majesty's 
Royal  Family,  and  by  possibility  affecting  the 
succession  to  Your  Majesty's  crown. 

**  The  Commissioners  therefore^  Your  Majesty 
observes,  going,  they  must  permit  me  to  say,  a 
little  out  of  their  way,  begin  their  Report  by 
expressing  a  clear  and  decided  opinion^  that 
His  Royal  Highness  was  properly  advised^  (for 
Your  Majesty  will  undoubtedly  conclude,  that 
upon  a  subject  of  this  importance.  His  Royal 
Highness  could  not  but  have  acted  by  the  advice 
of  others,)  in  referring  this  complaint  to  Your 
^ajesty,  for  the  purpose  of  its  undergoing  the 
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itivestigation  which  has  followed.  And  un* 
questionably,  if  the  charge  referred  to  in  this 
Report,  as  made  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas, 
had  been  presented  under  circumstances,  in 
which  any  reasonable  degree  of  credit  could  be 
given  to  them,  or  even  if  they  had  not  been 
presented  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impeach  the 
credit  of  the  informers^  and  to  bear  internal 
evidence  of  their  own  incredibility,  I  should  be 
the  last  person  who  would  be  disposed  to  dis* 
pute  the  wisdom  of  the  advice  which  led  to 
make  them  the  subject  of  the  gravest  and  most 
anxious  Inquiry.  And  Your  Majesty,  acting 
upon  a  mere  abstract  of  the  declarations,  which 
was  all^  that  by  the  recital  of  the  warrant, 
appears  to  have  been  laid  before  Your  Majesty^ 
undoubtedly  could  not  but  direct  an  Inquiry, 
concerning  my  conduct.  For  though  I  have  not 
been  furnished  with  that  abstract^  yet  1  must 
presume  that  it  described  the  ^criminatory  con* 
tents  of  these  declarations^  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  are  stated  in  the  Report.  And 
criminatory  parts  of  these  declarations,  if  viewed 
without  reference  to  those  traces  of  malice  and 
resentment^  with  which  the  declarations  of  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Douglas  abound ;  if  abstracted 
from  all  these  circumstances^  which  shew  the 
extreme  improbability  of  the  story,  the  length  of 
time  which  my  accusers  had' kept  my  alleged 
guilt  concealed^  the  contradictions  observablein 
the  declarations  of  the  other  witnesses,  all ' 
I  submit  to  Your  Majesty^  are  to  an  er 
cast  the  greatest  discredit  upon  the  truth 
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declarations ; — abstracted,  1  say,  from  these  cir- 
camstances,  the  crimioaiory  parts  of  them  were 
unquestionably  such,  as  to  have  placed  Your 
Msyesty  under  the  necessity  of  directing  some 
Inquiry  concerning  them.  But  that  those^  who 
had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  long  and 
malevolent  narrative  of  Sir  John  and  Lady 
,  Douglas,  should  not  have  hesitated  before  they 
gave  any  credit  to  it,  is  matter  of  the  greatest 
astonishment  to  me. 

' '  The  improbability  of  the  story,  would  of  itself, 
I  should  have  imagined,  (unless  they  believed  me 
to  be  as  insane  as  Lady  Douglas  insinuates,) 
have  been  sufficient  to  have  staggered  the  belief 
of  any  unprejudiced  mind.  For,  to  believe  that 
story,  they  were  to  begin  with  believing  that  a 
person  guilty  of  so  foul  a  crime,  so  highly  penal^ 
so  fatal  to  her  honor,  her  station,  and  her  life, 
should  gratuitously  and  uselessly  have  confessed 
it.  Such  a  person,  under  the  necessity  of  con- 
cealing her  pregnancy,  might  have  been  indis* 
pensably  obliged  to  confide  her  secret  with 
those^  to  whom  she  was  to  look  for  assistance 
in  concealing  its  consequences.  But  Lady 
Douglas,  by  her  own  account,  was  informed  by 
me  of  this  fact,  for  no  purpose  whatever.  She 
makes  me,  as  those  who  read  her  declarations 
cannot  fail  to  have  observed,  state  to  her,  that 
she  should  on  no  account  be  entrusted  with  tmy 
part  of  the  management  by  which  the  birth  was 
to  be  concealed.  They  were  to  believe  also^ 
th^t^  anxiouf  as  I  must  have  been  to  have  con* 
sealed  the  birth  of  any  such  child,  I  had  deter* 


HBHOIRS  OF  CAROLINE.  560 

mined  to  briug  it  up  in  my  own  house  ;  and  what 
would  exceed,  as  [  should  imagine,  the  extent  of 
all  human  credulity,  that  I  had  determined  to 
suckle  it  myself:  that  I  had  laid  my  plan,  if 
discovered,  to  have  imposed  it  upon  His  Royal 
Highness  as  bis  child.  Nay,  they  were  to  believe 
that  I  had  stated,  and  that  Lady  Douglas  had 
believed  the  statement  to  he  true,  that  I  bad  in 
fact  attempted  to  suckle  it,  and  only  gave  up  that 
part  of  my  plan,  because  it  made  me  nervous, 
and  was  too  much  for  my  health.  And,  after  all 
this,  they  were  then  to  believe,  that  haviDg  made 
Lady  Douglas  thus  unnecessarily  the  confi- 
dante of  this  most  important  and  dangerous 
secret;  having  thus  put  my  character,  and  my 
life  in  her  hands,  I  sought  an  occasion,  wantonly, 
and  without  provocation,  from  the  mere  fickle- 
ness and  wilfulness  of  ray  own  mind,  to  quarrel 
with  her,  to  insult  her  openly  and  violently  in 
my  own  house,  to  endeavour  to  ruin  her  reputa- 
tion, to  expose  her  in  infamous  and  indecent 
drawings,  enclosed  in  letters  to  her  husband. 
The  letters  indeed  are  represented  to  be  anony- 
mous, but,  though  anonymous,  they  are  stated  to 
have  been  written  with  my  own  hand,  so  undis- 
guised in  penmanship  and  style,  that  every  one 
who  had  the  least  acquitiiitancc  with  either, 
could  not  fail  to  discover  tln.'m.  and,  (asif  itwej 
through  fear,  lest  it  should  nut  be  sufficiep*^^ 
plain,  from  whom  they  came.)  that  1  had  » 
them  with  a  seal,  which  I  had  shortis 
used,  on  an  occasion  of  willing  to  herj 
All  this  they  were  to  believe  upon  the  d- 
»  4  1' 
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of  a  {jf&rson,   who^   with   all  that  loyalty    and 
attachment  which  she  expresses  to  Your  Majesty, 
and  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales^ 
with   all   her  obligation   to   the  whole   Royal 
Family^  (to  whom  she  expresses  herself  to  be 
*' bound  by  ties  of  respectful  regard  and  attach- 
ment, which  nothing  can  ever  break  ;**)  with  all 
her  dread  of  the  mischievous  consequences  to 
the  country  which  might  arise,  from  the  disputed 
succession  to  the  crown,  on  the  pretensions  of 
an  {Ultimate  child  of  mine,  nevertheless  con- 
tinued^ after  this  supposed  avowal  of  my  infamy, 
and  my  crime,  after  my  supposed  acknowledge 
ttient  of  the  birth  of  this  child,  which  was  to 
occasion  all  this  mischief,  to  preserve,  for  near  a 
twelvemonth^  her  intimacy  and  apparent  friend- 
ship with  me.     Nay,  for  two  years  more^  after 
that  intimacy  had  ceased,  after  that  friendship 
had  been  broken  off,  by  my  alleged  misbehaviour 
to  her^  continued  still  faithful  to  my  secret,  and 
never  disclosed  it  till  (as  her  declaration  states 
it,) '  "  the  Princess  of  Wales  re-commenced  a 
fresh  torrent  of  outrage  against  Sir  John :  and 
Sir  John  discovered  that  she  was  attempting  to 
undermine  his  and  Lady  Douglas's  character." 

''Those  then,  who  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  whole  of  this  narrative^  having  had  their  jea- 
lousy awakened  by  these  circumstances  to  the 
improbability  of  the  story,  and  to  the  discredit 
of  the  informer,  when  they  came  to  observe  how 
malicious  every  circumstance  that  imagination 
could  suggest,  as  most  calculated  to  make  a 
MToman  contemptible  and  odious^  was  scraped 
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and  heaped  up  together  in  this  narrative,  must 
surely  have  had  their  eyes  opened  to  the  motives 
of  my  accusers  ;  and  their  minds  cautioned 
against  giving  too  easy  a  credit  to  their  accusa- 
tion, when  they  found  my  conversation  to  be 
represented  as  most  loose,  and  infamous;  my 
mind  uninstructed  and  unwilling  to  learn ;  my 
language^  with  regard  to  Your  Majesty  and  the 
whole  of  your  Royal  Family,  foully  disrespect- 
ful and  offensive ;  and  all  my  manners  and  habits 
of  life  most  disgusting.  I  should  have  flattered 
myself,  that  I  could  not  have  been,  in  character, 
so  wholly  unknown  to  them,  but  that  they  must 
have  observed  a  spirit  and  a  coloring  at  least  in 
this  representation,  which  must  have  proved 
much  more  against  the  disposition  and  character 
of  the  informers,  and  the  quality  of  their  informa- 
tion, than  against  the  person  who  was  the  object 
of  their  charge.  But  when,  in  addition  to  all 
this,  the  declaration  states  that  1  had,  with  res- 
pect to  my  unfortunate  and  calamitous  separation 
from  His  Royal  Highness,  stated  that  I  had 
acknowledged  myself  to  have  been  the  agressor, 
from  the  beginning,  and  myself  alone ;  and  when 
it  further  states,  that  if  any  other  woman  had  so 
played  and  sported  with  her  husband's  comfort 
and  popularity,  she  would  have  been  turned  out 
of  his  house,  or  left  alone  in  it,  and  have  de- 
servedly forfeited  her  placein  society;  and  further 
still,  when  alleging  that  1  had  once  bean  desirous 
of  procuring  a  separation  from  His  Royal  High- 
ness, and  had  pressed  former  Chancellors  to 
accomplish    this    purpose,  it    flippantly    add^ 
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that  '*the  Chancellor  may  now,  perhaps,  be 
able  to  grant  her  request:" — ^The  malicious 
object  of  the  whole  must,  surely,  have  been  most 
obvious. 

''  For,  supposing  these  facts  to  have  been  all 
true ;  supposing  this  infamous  and  libellous 
description  of  my  character,  had  been  nothing  bot 
a  correct  and  faithful  representation  of  my  vices, 
and  my  infamy,  would  it  not  have  been  natural 
to  have  asked,  why  they  were  introduced  into 
this  declaration?  What  effect  could  they  have 
had  upon  the  charge  of  crime,  and  of  adultery, 
which  it  was  intended  to  establish?  If  it  was 
only  in  execution  of  a  painful  duty,  which  a  sense 
of  loyalty  to  Your  Majesty,  and  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  length 
reluctantly  drew  from  them,  why  all  this  mali- 
cious accompaniment?  *' His  Royal  Higlmess'' 
indeed,  they  say,  *'  desired  that  they  would  com- 
municate the  whole  circumstances  of  their  ac** 
quaintance  with  me,  from  the  day  they  first  spoke 
with  me  till  the  present  time ;  a  full  detail  of  all 
that  passed  duriug  our  acquaintance,"  and  **  how 
they  became  known  to  me ;  it  appearing  to  His 
Royal  Highness,  from  the  representation  of  Hia 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  that  His 
M&jesty^s  dearest  interests,  and  those  of  this 
country,  were  very  deeply  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion;*' and  '^  that  he  particularly  commanded 
them,  to  be  very  circumstantial  in  the  d  etail,  res- 
pecting all  they  might  know  relative  to  the  child 
that  I  affected  to  adopt." 

"  But  from  the  whole  of  this  it  iA  sufficiently 
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apparent,  that  the  particularity  of  this  detail  was 
required  by  His  Royal  Highness,  in  respect  of 
matters  connected  with  that  question,  in  which 
the  dearest  interests  of  Your  Majesty  and  this 
country,  were  involved-,  and  notof  circumstances 
which  could  have  no  bearing  on  those  interests. 
If  it  had  be6n  therefore  tme,  as  I  most  solemnly 
protest  it  is  not,  that  I  had,  iu  the  confidence  of 
private  conversation,  so  far  forgot  all  decency, 
loyalty,  and  gratitude,  as  to  have  expressed  my- 
self VFith  disrespect  of  Your  Majesty,  which  is 
imputed  to  me  ; — if  1  had  been,  what  I  trust  those 
who  have  lived- wHh  me,  or-  ever  have  partaken 
of  my  society,  would  not  confirm,  of  a  mind  so 
uninformed  and  uncultivated,  without  education 
or  talents,  or  without  any  desire  of  improving 
myself,  incapable  of  employment,  of  a  temper  so 
furious  and  violent,  as  altogether  to  form  a  cha- 
.  racter,  which  none  could  bear  to  live  with,  who 
had  the  means  of  living  elsewhere; — what  pos- 
sible progress  would  all  this  make,  towards 
proving  that  I  was  guilty  of  adultery?  These, 
and  such  insinuations,  as  false  as  they  are  mali- 
cious, could  never  have  proved  crime  in  me, 
however  manifestly  th^y  might  display  the  malice 
of  my  accusers. 

"  Must  it  not,  then,  have  occurred  to  any  one 
who  bad  seen  the  whole  of  this  narratirc^  if  the 
motive  of  my  accusers  was,  as  they  represent  it, 
merely  that  of  good  patriots,  of  attached  an<l 
loyal  subjects,  bound,  in  execution  of  a  painful 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  his  Royal  Iliglm' 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  disclose,  in  detail 
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the  fieicts  which  could  establish  my  guilty  that 
these  circumstances  would  never  have  made  a 
part  of  their  detail?  But,  on  the  other  hand,  |if 
their  object  was  to  traduce  me ;  if,  falsely  attri- 
butiug  to  his  Royal  Highness,  sentiments  which 
could  belong  to  no  generous  bosom^  but  jooiemr 
suring  his  nature  by  their  own,   they  thought 
▼ainly  and  wickedly  to  ingratiate  themselves  ¥ath 
him^  by  being  the  instruments  of  accomplishing 
my  ruin ;   if^    aiming  at  depriving  me  of  my 
rank  and  station,  or  of  driving  me  from  this 
country,    they    determined    to    bring    forward 
a  chaise  of  treason  against  me,  which,  .though 
they  knew  in  their   consciences  it  was    Adse, 
yet  they  might  hope  would  serve  at  least  as  a 
cover,  and  a  pretence^  for  such  an  imputation 
upon  my  character,  as,  rendering  my  life  in- 
tolerable in  this  country,  might  drive  me  to  seek 
a  refuge  in  another ;  if,  the  better  to  eiSectaate 
this  purpose^  they  had  represented  all  my  mis- 
fortunes as  my  faults,  and  my  faulU  alone,  drawn 
an  odious  and  disgusting  picture  of  me,  to  extin- 
guish every  sentiment  of  pity  and  compassion, 
which,  in  thegenerosity  not  only  of  Your  Majesty's 
royal  bosom,  and  of  the  members  of  your  Royal 
Famiiy,but  of  allthe  inhabitants  of  your  kingdom, 
might  arise  to    commiserate   the    unfortunate 
situation  of  a  stranger,  persecuted  under  a  charge 
originating  in  their  malice; — if  for  this,  they 
flung  out,  tliat  1  had  justly  forfeited  my  station 
in  society,  and  that  a  separation  from  my  husband 
was,  vvhat  I  myself  had  once  vHshed,  and  what 
he  Chancellor  might  now,  perhaps^  procure  for 
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me ; — or  if,  in  short,  their  object  was  to  obtain 
my  condemoatioQ  id  prejudice,  inflamed  by 
falsehood,  which  oever  could  be  obtaioed  by 
justice  informed  by  truth ;  then,  the  whole  tex- 
ture of  the  declajntion  is  consistent,  and  it  is 
well  contrived  and  executed  for  its  purpose. 
But  it  is  strange,  that  its  purpose  should  have 
escaped  the  detection  of  intelligent  and  impartial 
minds.  There  was  enough,  at  least,  to  have 
made  them  pause,  before  they  gave  such  a  degree 
of  credit  to  informations  of  this  description,  as 
to  have  made  them  the  foundations  of  so  im- 
portant and  decisive  a  step,  as  that  of  advising 
them  to  be  laid  before  Your  Migesty. 

'*  And  indeed,  such  seems  to  have  been  the 
^ect  which  this  declaration  at  first  produced. 
Becanse  if  it  bad  been  believed ;  the  only  thing 
to  have  been  done  (according  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Commissioners,)  would  have  been  to  have 
laid  it  immediately  before  Your  Majesty,  to 
whom,  upon  every  principle  of  duty,  the  commu- 
nication was  due.  But  the  declaration  was 
made  on  the  3rd  of  December,  in  the  last  year, 
and  the  communication  was  not  made  to  Your 
Majesty  till  the  very  end  of  May.  And  that 
interval  appears  to  have  been  employed,  in  col- 
lecting those  other  additional  declarations,  which 
are  referred  to  in  the  Report,  and  which  Your 
Majesty  has  likewise  been  pleased,  by  your 
gracious  commands,  to  have  communicated  to 
me. 

'*  These  additional  declarations  do  not,  I 
submit^  appear  to  furnish  much  additional  reason 
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for  believing  the  incredible  story.  They  were 
taken  ''  for  the  purpose,"  (for  f^ey  are  so  des- 
cribed,— ^this  is  the  title  which  is  prefixed  to  them 
in  the  authentic  copies,  with  which  I  have  been 
furnished,)  '^  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  the 
statement  made  by  Lady  Douglas,  of  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  in  her  narrative ;"  and 
they  are  the  examinations  of  two  persons,  who 
appear  to  have  formerly  lived  in  the  family  of 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  and  of  several 
servants  of  my  own ;  they  are  filled  with  the 
liearsay  details  of  other  servants'  declarations. 
And  one  of  them^  W.  Cole,  seems  to  have  been 
examined  over  and  over  again.  No  less  than 
four  of  his  examinations  are  given^  and  some  of 
these  evidently  refer  to  other  examinations  of 
his,  which  are  not  given  at  all. 

"  These,  1  submit  to  Your  Majesty,  are  ren- 
dered, from  this  marked  circumstance,  particu- 
larly undeserving  of  credit ;  because,  in  the  only 
instance  in  which  the  hearsay  statement  related 
to  one  servant,  was  followed  by  the  examination 
of  the  other,  who  was  stated  to  have  made  it, 
(I  mean  an  instance  in  which  Cole  relates  what 
he  had  heard  said  by  F.  Lloyd,)  F  Lloyd  does 
not  appear  to  have  said  any  such  thing,  or  even 
to  have  heard  what  she  is,  by  him^  related  to  have 
said^  and  she  relates  the  fact  that  she  really  did 
hear,  stripped  of  all  the  particulars  with  which 
Cole  had  coloured  it,  and  which  alone  made  it 
in  any  degree  deserving  to  be  mentioned.  Be- 
sides this,  the  parents  of  the  child^  which  is 
ascribed  to  me  by  Lady  Douglas,  are  plainly 
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pointed  out,  and  a  clue  is  afforded  by  which,  if 
followed,  it  would  have  been  as  easy  to  have 
aseertained,  that  that  child  was  no  child  of  mine^ 
(if  indeed  it  ever  had  been  seriously  believed  to 
be  so)  and  to  have  proved  whose  child  it  was, 
before  the  appointment  of  the  CommissioDers, 
as  it  has  been  found  to  be  afterwards. 

'*  So  far,  therefore,  from  concurring  with  the 
Commissioners,  in  approving  the  advice^  under 
which  His  Royal  Highness  had  acted^  I  conceive 
it  to  have  been  at  least  cruel  and  inconsiderate, 
to  have  advised  the  transmission  of  such  a 
charge  to  Your  Majesty,  till  they  had  exhausted 
all  the  means  which  private  luquiry  could 
have  afforded,  to  ascertain  its  falsehood  or  its 
truth; 

'^  And  when  it  appears  that  it  was  not  thought 
necessary,  upon  the  first  statement  of  it,  as  the 
Commissioners  seem  to  have  imagined,  forth* 
with  to  transmit  it  to  Your  Majesty;  but  that 
it  was  retained  for  near  six  months,  from  the 
beginning  of  December  till  near  the  end  of 
May;  what  is  due  to  myself  obliges  me  to 
state,  that  if  there  had  but  been,  in  that 
interval,  half  the  industry  employed  to  remove 
suspicions,  which  was  exerted  to  raise  them, 
there  would  never  have  existed  a  necessity  for 
troubling  Your  Majesty  with  this  charge  at  all. 
I  beg  to  be  understood  as  imputing  this  solely 
to  the  advice  given  to  His  Royal  Highness.  He 
must  of  necessity^  have  left,  the  detail  and  the 
determination  upon  this  business  to  others. 
And  it  is  evident  to  me,  from  what  I  now  know, 

•»  4  E 
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that  His  Royal  Highness  was  not  fairly  dealt 
with  ;  that  material  information  was  obtained,  to 
disprove  part  of  the  case  against  me»  which,  not 
appearing  in  the  declarations  that  were  trans- 
mitted to  Your  Majesty,  I  conclude  was  never 
communicated  to  His  Royal  Highness. 

"  Feeling,  Sire,  strongly,  that  I  have  much  to 
complain  of,  that  this  foul  charge  should  have 
been  so  readily  credited  to  my  great  prejudice, 
as  to  have  occasioned  that  advice  to  be  given, 
which  recommended  the  transmission  of  it  to 
Your  Majesty,  (who,  once  formally  in  possession 
of  it,  could  not  fail  to  subject  it  to  some  inquiry  ;) 
— I  have  dwelt,  perhaps,  at  a  tedious  length,  in 
disputing  the  propriety  of  the '  Commissioners' 
judgment,  in  thus  approving  the  course  which 
was  pursued.  And,  had  the  false  chaise  been 
delayed  till  death  had  taken  away  the  real 
parents  of  the  child,  which  Lady  Douglas  charges 
to  be  mine ;  if  time  had  deprived  me  of  those 
servants  and  attendants  who  have  been  able  so 
fully  to  disprove  the  fact  of  ray  alleged  preg- 
nancy; I  know  not  where  I  could  have  found 
the  means  of  disproving  facts  and  chaiges,  so 
falsely,  so  confidently,  and  positively  sworn  to, 
as  those  to  which  Lady  Douglas  has  attested. 

*'  Following,  as  1  proposed,  the  course  taken 
in  the  Report,  I  next  coma  to  that  part  of  it,  to 
which,  unquestionably,  I  must  recur  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction;  because  it  is  that  part, 
which  so  completely  absolves  me  of  every 
possible  suspicion  upon  the  two  material  charges, 
of  pregnancy  and  child-birth. 
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*'The  Commissioners  state  in  their  Report, 
that  they  began  by  examining  "on  oath,  the 
'*  two  principal  informants,  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas,  who  both  positively  swore,  the  former 
to  his  having  observed  the  fact  of  pregnancy, 
'^  and  the  latter,  to  all  the  important  particulars 
'^  contained  in  her  former  declaration^  and  above 
*^  referred  to.  Their  examinations  are  annexed 
to  the  Report,  and  are  circumstantial  and 
positive/*  The  most  material  of  "the  alle- 
"  gations,  into  the  truth  of  which  they  had  been 
"  directed  to  inquire,  being  thus  far  supported 
'*  by  the  oath  of  the  parties  from  whom  they 
"had  proceeded,"  they  state,  "that  they  felt 
*^  it  their  duty  to  follow  up  the  Inquiry  by  the 
"  examination  of  such  other  persons  as*  they 
"judged  best  able  to  afford  them  information,  as 
"  to  the  facts  in  question."  "  We  thought  it,*' 
they  say,  "  beyond  all  doubt,  .that  in  this  course 
"  of  Inquiry  many  particulars  must  be  learnt, 
*^  which  would  be  ntcesBarily  conclusvoey  on  the 
"  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  declarations.  So 
many  persons  must  have  been  witnesses  to  the 
appearance  of  an  actual  existing  pregnancy,  so 
"  many  circumstances  must  have  been  attendant 
"  upon  a  real  delivery,  and  difficulties  so  nume- 
^*  rous  and  insurmountable,  must  have  been 
'^  involved  in  any  attempt  to  account  for  the 
"  infant  in  question,  as  the  child  of  another 
"  woman,  if  it  had  been,  in  fact,  the  child  of  the 
"  Princess ;  that  we  entertained  a  full  and  con- 
"  fident  expectation  of  arriving  at  complete  proof, 
"  either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative  on  this  part 
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/'  of  the  dobject.    This  expectation^''  they  ih^o^ 
ceed  to  state,  **  was  not  disappointed.     We  are 
'*  happy  to  declare  to  Your  Majesty,  our  perfect 
'^  coDvicti<m  that  there  is  no  foundation  what* 
''  ever  for  believing  that  the  child  now  wkh  the 
^^  Princess,  is  the  child  of.  Her  Royal  Highness, 
**  or  that  she  was  delivered  of  any  child  in  the 
'^  year  1802 ;  nor  has  any  thing  appeared  to  us, 
*'  which  would  warrant  the  belief  that  she  was 
V  prqpnant  in  that  year,  or  at  any  other  period 
**  within  the  compass  of  our  inquiries." — ^They 
then  proceed    to  refer   to    the    cnrcunistantial 
evidence,  by  which  they  state  that  it  was  proved 
that  the  ghild  was,  beyond  all  doubts  bom  in 
Browolow-street  Hospital,  on  11th  July,  J  802, 
of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin,  and  brought  to  my 
house  in  th^  month  of  November  following. — 
^*  Neither  should'  we/'    they  add,    **  be  more 
'^  warranted  in  expressing  any  doubt  respectiag 
."the  sdleged  pregnancy   of  the  Princess,  as 
*^  stated  in  the  original  declarations;  a  fact  so 
*'  fully  contradicted,  and  by  so  many  witnesses, 
**  to  whom»  if  true,  it  must  in  various  ways  have 
*'  been  known,  that  we  cannot  thinkit  entitled  to 
'^  the  smallest  credit"    Then,  after  stating  that 
they  have  annexed  the  depositions  from  which 
they  have  collected  these  opinions,  they  add, — 
<'  We  humbly  offer  to  Your  Mi^esty,  our  clear 
^^  and  unanimous  judgment  upon  tlkem,  formed 
'^  on  full  deliberation,  and  pronounced  without 
*'  hesitation,  on  the  result  of  the  whole  Inquiry." 
*'  These  two  most  important  facts,  therefore, 
which  are  charged  against  me,  being  so  iuliy  and 
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satisfactoril^y  disposed  of,  by  the  unaniinoDS  and 
clear  judgment  of  the  Commissioners;  being  so 
fully  and  completely  disproved  by  the  evidence 
'which  the  Commissioners  collected^  I  might, 
perhapSi  in  Your  Majesty's  judgment,  appear 
well  justiBed  in  passing  them  by  without  any 
observation  of  mine. — But  though  the  obser- 
vations which  I  shall  make,  shall  be  very  few^ 
yet  I  cannot  forbear  just  dwelling  upon  this  part 
of  the  case,  for  a  few  minutes ;  because,  if  I  do 
not  much  deceive  myself,  upon  every  principle 
which  can  govern  the  human  mind^  in  the 
investigation  of  the  truth  of  any  charge,  the  fate 
of  this  part  of  the  accusation  must  have  decisive 
weight  upon  the  determination  of  the  remainder. 
^— I,  therefore,  must  beg  to  remark^  that  Sir  John 
Douglas  swears  to  my  having  appeared,  some 
time  after  our  acquainttoce  had  commenced,  to  be 
with  child,  and  that  one  day  I  leaned  on  the  sofa, 
and  put  my  hand  upon  my  stomacli,  and  said, 
**  Sir  John,  I  shall  never  be  Queen  of  England ;" 
and  he  said,  *'  Not  if  you  don't  deserve  it,''  and 
I  seemed  angry  at  first. 

^'  This  conversation  I  apprehend,  if  it  has  the 
least  relation  to  the  subject  on  which  Sir  John 
was  examined^  must  be  given  for  the  purpose  of 
insinuating  that  I  made  an  allusion  to  my  preg- 
nancy^ as  if  there  was  a  sort  of  understanding 
between  him  and  me  upon  the  subject,  and  that 
he  made  me  angry,  by  an  expression  which 
implied,  that  what  I  alluded  to,  would,  forfeit  my 
right  to  be  Queen  of  England. — If  this  is  not  the 
meaning  which  Sir  John  intends  to  be  annexed 
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to  this  conversation^  I  am  perfectly  at  a  loss  to 
eonceive  what  he  can  intend  it  to  convey.  Whe- 
ther at  any  time^  when  I  have  felt  myself  unwell^ 
I  may  have  used  the  expressioD,  which  he  here 
imputes  to  me,  my  memory  will  not  enable  me, 
with  the  least  degree  of  certainty,  to  state.  The 
words  themselves  seem  to  me  to  be  perfectly 
innocent ;  and  the  action  of  laying  my  hand 
upon  my  breast,  if  occasioned  by  any  sense  of 
internal  pain  at  the  moment,  neither  unnatural,  nor, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  in  any  way  censurable.  But 
that  I  could  have  used  these  words,  intending  to 
convey  to  Sir  John  Douglas  the  meaning,  which 
i  suppose  him  to  insinuate,  surpasses  all  human 
credulity  to  believe.  1  could  not,  however,  for- 
bear to  notice  this  passage  in  Sir  John's  exami- 
nation, because  it  must  serve  to  demonstrate  to 
Your  Majesty,  how  words,  in  themselves  most 
innocent,  are  endeavoured  to  be  tortured,  by 
being  brought  into  the  context  with  his  opinion 
of  my  pregnancy,  to  convey  a  meaning  most 
contrary  to  that,  which  I  could  by  possibility 
have  intended  to  convey,  but  which  it  was  neces- 
sary that  he  should  impute  to  me,  to  give  the 
better  colour  to  this  false  accusatiour 

^*  As  to  Sir  John  Douglas,  however,  when  he 
swears  to  the  appearance  of  my  pregnancy,  he 
possibly  might  be  only  mistaken.  Not  that  that 
mistake  will  excuse  or  diminish  the  guilt  of  so 
scandalous  a  falsehood  upon  oath.  But  for 
Lady  Douglas,  there  cannot  be  even  such  an  ex* 
cuse.  Independent  of  all  those  extravagant  con- 
fessions, which  she  falsely  represents  me  to  have 
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laade/she  states,  upon  her  own  observation  and 
knowledge^  that  I  was  pregnant  in  the  year  1802; 
Now,  in  the  habits  of  intercourse  and  intimacy^ 
with  which  I  certainly  did  live  with  her,  at  that 
time,  she  could  not  be  mistaken  as  to  that  fact. 
It    is    impossible,   therefore,   that  in  swearing 
positively  to   that  fact,  which  is  so  positively 
disproved^  she  can  fail  to  appear  to  Your  Ma^* 
jesty,  to  be  wilfully  and  deliberately  foresworn. 
*'  As  to  the  conversations  which  she  asserts  to 
have  passed  betiyeen  .us,  I  am  well  aware  that 
those  who  prefer  her  word  to  mine,  will. not  be 
satisfied  to  disbelieve  her  upon  my  bare  denial ; 
nor,  perhaps,  upon  the  improbability  and  extrava* 
gance  of  the  supposed  conversations  themselves. 
But  as  to  the  facts  of  pregnancy  and  delivery, 
which  are  proved  to  be  false,  in  the  words  of  the 
Report,  "  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  if  true, 
**they  must  in  various  ways  have  been  known," 
no  person  living  can  doubt  that  the  crime  of 
adultery  and  treason^  .as  proved  by  those  facts^ 
has  been  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon  me,  by  the 
deliberate  and  wilful  falsehood  of  this  my  most 
forward  accuser.  And  when  it  is  once  established> 
as  it  is,  that  my  pregnancy  and  delivery  are  all 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas's  invention,  [  should 
imagine  that  my  confessions  of  a  pregnancy  which 
never  existed ;  my  confession  of  a  delivery  which 
never   took    place;   my    confession    of  having 
suckled  a  child  which  I  never  bore,  will  hardly 
be  believed  upon  the  credit  of  her  testimony. 
The  credit  of  Lady  Douglaa,  therefore^  being 
thiis  destroyed,  I  trust  Your  Majesty  will  think 
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that  1  ought  to  scorn  to  answer  to  any  thmg 
which  her  examination  may  contain,  except  so 
far  as  there  may  appear  to  be  any  additiooal 
and  concurrent  evidence  to  support  it 

''  This  brings  me  to  die  remaining  part  of  the 
Report^  which  I  read^  1  do  assure  Your  Ms^esty, 
with  a  degree  of  astonishment  and  surprize,  that 
I  know  not  how  to  express.     How  the  C<»imis* 
sionera  could,  upon  such  evidence,  from  such 
witnesses,  upon  such  information,  and*  in  such 
an  ex  parte  proceeding,  before  I  had  had  the 
possibility  of  being  heard,  not  only  sufiw  th^n* 
selves  lo  form  such  an  opinion,  but  to  report  it 
to  Your  Majesty,  with  all  the  weight  and  autho* 
rity  of  their  great  names,  I  am  perfectly  at  a  loss 
to  conceive.     Their  great  official  and  judicial 
occupations,  no  doubt^  prevented  that  fiiU  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  wh  ich  it  required.     But  1  am 
not  surely  without  just  grounds  of  complaint^  if 
they  proceeded  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon 
my  character,  without  all  that  consideration  and 
attention,  which  the  importance  of  it  to  the  peace 
of  Your  Majesty's  mind,  to  the  honor  of  Your 
Royal  Family^  and  the  reputation  of  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales,  seem,   indispensably,    to  have 
demanded. 

''  In  the  part  of  the  Report  already  referred  to> 
the  particulars  of  the  charge^  exclusive  of  those 
two  important  facts^  which  have  been  so  satis* 
factorily  disposed  of^  are^  as  I  have  already  ob« 
served,  variously  described  by  the  Gommts- 
"^ioners ;  as,  ''  matters  of  great  impropriety  and 
indecency  of  behaviour;"  as^  "other  partieulivs 
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*'  in  themaelves  extremely  suspicious^  and  stiU 
*'  note  so,  when  connected  with  the  assertions 
'' alread]r.  mentioned;''  and  as  ''points  of  the 
''same  nature,  though  coming  to  a  much  less 
''  ezlettt*'  But  they  do  not  become  the  su)]9ect 
of  particular,  attention  in  the  R^K>rt^  till  aftw 
the  Commissieiiers  had  concluded  that  part  of  it, 
in  which  they  give  so  decisive  an  opinion^  against 
the.  jtruth.  of  the /charge  .upon  the  two  material 
facts.    They  then  proceed  to  state-r- 

«'  That, they  canuot  closfe  their  Report  there/' 
much.ae  they > could  wish  it;  that  besides  the 
Allegations  of  the  pr^oancy  and  delivery  of  the 
Piincess,  those  dediarations  on 'the  whole  of 
which  Your  Majesty  had  required  their  Inquiry 
and  Report,  contwi  other  partiMlars  respecting 
the, conduct  of  Her  Rojfol  Higkness,  such  as  must^ 
e^Nseiatfy  considering  her  eoudted  rank  and  station, 
neoessarify  gioe  occasion  to  very  unfavourahk 
interpretations.  That  from  various  depositioiis 
and  proofs  annexed  to  their  report,  partic^darfy 
froim  the  eaoanunations  of  Robert  Bidgood^  fV.  Cbie, 
F.  IJqjfdf  and  Mrs.  IasU^  several  strong  cireunh 
sUnfiees  (^  this  description^  have  been  positively 
sworn  to,  by  witnesses,  u>ho  cannot^  in  thejudgi- 
ment  of  the  Commissioners  ^  be  »ispected  tf.tmy 
ustfavorable  bias,  and  whose  veracity  in  -  TJHiS 
RESPECT^  they  bad  t^en  no  ground  to  question.'' 
They  then .  state  .that  "  cm  the  precise  bearing 
and  effect  of  the  facts,  thus  appearing,  it  is  not 
for  .them. to  decide  ;  thAse  they  submit  to  Your 
Majesty's  wisdom.  But  they  conceive  it  to  be 
their  duty  .40  report  oo  this  part  of  the  Inquiry,, 

«  4f 
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as  dioSinctly  ^  on  the  4inrHier  fc^ts^'Umt  «9, 
on  the  one  hand,  Ae  feete  of  fmgiMiej  4md 
ddiverjr  are,  in  tkeir  minik,  MAnkust^riiy  dis- 
firoved,  so  on  tfie  otlMr  hand  Aey  Hkiok^  CkM  <&e 
circumstances  to  it^khhtkqf  lum  riffisr,  partkmkurhf 
those  stated  fo  haoe  p^uied  hMufeen  H»  Skjfid 
Highness  and  Captam  Maniy,  fmtet^  tireiitBd, 
uatiltht^  shaU  reeewe  wme  deekwe  eonMsdktkmy 
and  if  true,  are  justfy  cnHUed  to  tiJe  motd  smrims 
consideration.^' 

**  Your  Majedty  will  not  fafl  to  observe  that  the 
Commissioners  have  entered  inte^  ttie  McsttmialMB 
of  tfUs  part  of  the  case,  and  have  repmrted  aqwn 
it^  not  merely  as  evidence  nrooti^matiom  of  flie 
chains  of  pr^nancy  had  ddirery,  which  they 
have  completely  negatived  and  dii^sed  of,  bat 
as  containing  substantive  mcMlers  ^  chaif^e,  >  in 
itself.  That  they  consider  it,  indeed,  as  relaliBg 
to  points  *'  of  the  same  nature,  bntf oing  to  amicfa 
less  extent,"  not  therefore,  as  constitolMg  aotual 
crime,  but  as  amounting  to  '*  improprietieg  and 
indecencies  of  behaviour,"  aggrairated  by  the 
exulted  rank  which  1  hold,  as  ^  occaaiGOiiiig  oit- 
fovonrable  interpretations,"  aad  as  ^^entMedfto 
tiie  most  serions  consideration/'  And  whea  they 
also  state  that  it  is  not  lor  theoi  to  decide  ^n 
iheir  precise  bearing  and  eiect,  I  think  I  sun 
justified  in  concluding,  thatlhey  could  not  daas 
them  under  any  known  head  of  crine;  an  in 
that  case,  upon  tiietr  beming  and  ^fect,  they 
would  not  have  been  ftiUy  eompetent  to  httte 
pronounced. 

**I  have,  toa:«tegiiee,  afaready  stiital  to  Yonr 


Mz^eKtff  Ae  unpimiedttted  hardship  to  which 
Ijeoaeme  myself  to  have  beea  exposed,  by  this 
erit  P&H0  ha^aisy  into  the  decorum  of  my  private 
coiiGhict*  1  have  already  stated  the  prejudice 
ckmeto  my  character,  by  this  recorded  censure 
Irom  which  I  ha?e  np  appeal ;  and  I  press  these 
oomsidevationa  no  fiuAer  opon  Yonr  M%|eiri;y,  at 
pveseai,  than  .to  poiiit  out,  inpaasiog  this  part 
«f  the  Report^  the  juat  foundations  it  affords  me 
for  making  the  complaint. 

<<  Tour  Migesty  will  also,  I  am  persuaded, 
AOt  -fidl  to  ramaric  the  straoge  obscurity  and 
reserve,  ttie  myaterioas  darkness  with  which  the 
Beport  here  expresses^  itself;  and  eTery  one 
must  feel,  how  tins  aggravates  the  severity  and 
cruelty  of  die  censure,  by  rendering  it  impossiUe 
disCmotly  and  specially  to  meet  it  The  Com- 
miasioners  stated  indeed,  that  some  things  are 
proved  against  use,  which  must  be  credited  till 
tbey  shidi  receive  a  decisive  cootrndiction,  but 
wh^  those  things  are^  they  do  not  state ;  they  are 
**  particulars  and  circmnstances  which,  especially 
cbtisideriBg  my  exalted  rank^  must  give  occa- 
sion to  the  motot  unfavorable  interpretations. 
There  are  several  strong  circumstances  of  this  de^ 
6cription ;"  "  tiiey  are,  if  true,  justly  des^^ing  of 
most  serious  consideration ;"  and  they  ''  mu^tbe 
credited  HH  decidedly  contradicted."  But  what 
are  these  circumstanccjs  ?  What  are  these  deeds 
without  a  name  ?  Was'  there  ever  a  charge  so 
firamefd  ?  Wa^  ever  any  one  put  to  answer  any 
charge,  and  decidedly  to  contradict  it,  or  submit  to 
have  it  credited  against  him,  which  was  conceived 
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ki  (HKth  terms,  without  Ae  OMU^of 
wbat  these  things  arei  (eiocept  as  coiyectiiM  nmj 
enable  me  to  suraMse,  to  what  parts  of  the  exami* 
nations  of  the  four  witnesses  on  whom  they  parti- 
GOlarly  rely,  they  attach  the  importance  and  the 
weight  which  seem  to  themi)  to  justify  these  dark 
and  amtnguous  censnres  on  my .  conduct  ?  Bat 
such  as  they  an»  and  whatever  they  may  be»  they 
mast.  Your  M lyesty  is  told,  be  credited*  unless 
they  are  decidedly  contradicted* 

''  Circumstances^  respecting  Gietptain  Manby 
indeed,  are  partienlarized ;  but  referrkig  to  th(e 
depositions  which  apply  to  hina^  they  eonftain 
much  matter  of  opinion,  of  hearsay,  of  su^cion. 
Are  these  hearsays,  are  these  opisions,  are  these 
suspicions  and  conjectuveq  of  these  witnesses,  to 
be  believed  against  me,  unless  decidedly  cenlya*- 
dieted  ?  How  can  I  decidedly  contradict  aaother 
perskm's  opimon?  I  may  reason  against  its  jus- 
tice, but  how  can  I  contradict  it?  Or  how  cai^  I 
decidedly  contradict  any  thing  which  is  not  pre- 
cisely  specified,  nor  distinctly  known  to  me  ? 

''Your  Ms^esty  will  aJso  observe,  that  the 
Report  states  it  is  not  for  the  Ck>mmissioners  to 
decide  upon  the  bearing  and  effect  of  these  facts ; 
these  are  left  for  Your  Majesty's  decision*  But 
they  add,  that  if  true,  they  are  justly  entkled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration.  I  ctuanot,  Sire^ 
but  collect  from  these  passages,  an.  intimation 
that  some  further  proceedings  may  be  meditated. 
And,  perhaps,  if  1  acted  with  prud^e^  seeing 
how  much /I  have  to  fear  fro|n  tbe  ihbrioations  of 
tlsehood,  I  ought  to  have  waited  till  i  ikaew  what 
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eoiitse^  oivil,  or  crimmal,  Your  Majesty  anigbt 
be  adwed  to  pursue,  before  i  ofiered  any  obser- 
vations or  answer.  To  this  alternative;  however^ 
I  am  driven ; — I  must  either  r^nain  sileat, .  and 
raserve  my  defence,  leaving  the  imputation  to 
<iperate  most  injuriously  and  fatally  to  my  eha- 
raeter;  or  L  must,  by  entering  into  a  defence 
against  so  extended  a  charge,  expose  myself  with 
much  greater  hasard  to  any  future  attacks.  But. 
the  fear  of  j»ossi6/e  danger^  to  arise  from  the  per- 
verted interpretation  of  my  answer^  cannot  induce 
.me  to  acquiesce  under  the  twtma  mischief  af 
the  uirjast  censure  and  judgment  which  stand 
againtit  me,  as  it  were,  recorded  in  this  Report 
I  shall  therefore,  at  whatever  baxard,  proceed  .to 
submit  to  Your  Majesty,  in  jwhose  justice  I  have 
Uie  mpst  satislaotory  reliance,: my  answer? and 
my  observations  *upon  this  part  of  the  case^      • 

''  And  here.  Sire,  I  cannot  forbear  i^in  pre- 
suming to  state  to  Your  Majesty^  that  it  is  not  a 
little  hard,  that  the  Commissioners  (who  stale  in 
the  beginning  of  their  Report^  that  certain  parlir 
culars,  in  themselves  extremely  suspicious^  were, 
in  the  judgment  which  they  bad  formed  upon 
them,  before  they  entered  into  the  particidars 
of  the  Inquiry,  rendered  still  more  suspicious^ 
from  being  connected  with  the  assertion  of 
pr^nancy  and  delivery,)  should  have .  made  *  no 
observation  upon  the  degree,  in  which  that  sus- 
picion .  must  be  pr<;4)ortionably  abated,  when 
those  Msertions. of  pregnancy  and  delivery  have 
been  completely  falsified  and  disproved;  that 
they,  should  make  no  remark  upon  tiie  fact,  that 
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itll  die'  witeesses,  (with  the  exoeptkm  of  Mm; 
UMt,)  on  whom  they  speeificuHy  re(y,  were  every 
one  of  them  brought  forward  by  the  principiJ 
fajformers,  for  the  pnipose  4>f  supporting  the  Mse 
etatement  of  Lady  Douglas ;  that  they  are  the 
witnesses  therefom  of  persons,  whom,  after  tbe 
entnplete  falsification  of  the  chai^>  I  am  jastiikid 
m  -describing  as  consfrirators,  who  have  beem 
dMected  in  supporting  their  conspiracy,  by  tbek 
own  perjury.  And  surely,  where  a  Conspiracy  to 
fix  a  charge  upon  an  individual,  has  been  plainly 
dketected,  the  witnesses  of  those  who  have  been 
90  detected  in  that  conspiracy^— witnesses  that 
are  brought  forward  to  support  this  false  diai|pe, 
cannot  stand  otherwise  fhan  considerably  alfected 
in  their  credit,  by  their  connectibn  with  thote 
who  are  detected  in  that  conspiracy.  BM 
instead  of  pointing  out  this  circumstan^,  as 
calling  at  least,  for  some  degree  of  caution  and 
reserve,  in  considering  the  testimony  of  these 
witnesses,  the  Report,  on  the  contrary,  holds 
them  up  as  worthy  of  particular  credit,  as  wit- 
nesses, who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commis^ 
sinners,  cannot  be  suspected  of  unfavourable  bias : 
whose  veracity,  in  that  respect,  they  have  seen 
no  ground  to  question ;  and  who  must  be  credited, 
till  they  receive  some  decided  contradiction. 

''  Now,  Sire,  I  fe^  the  follest  confidence  tbaf  1 
irtiall  prove  to  Your  Majesty's  most  perfect 
tatisfactton,  that  all  these  witnesses  (of  course,  I 
still  exclude  Mrs.  Lisle)  are  under  the  influence, 
nnd  exhibit  the  symptoms  of  the  most  unfhvorable 
its  ;-~tfcat  their  Veracity  is,  in  every  respect,  to 
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he  •  dmibtod ^^^and  that,  they  cannot,  by  any 
ca&dtd  and  attentive  miBd,  be  deemed  woilby 
of  the  least  degree  ef  credit  upon  this  ofaaige; 
Your  Majesty  vnll  easily  conceive,  how  gnaimy 
surprise  aud  astonishment  mast  have  been,  at 
this  pait  of  the  Report.  I  am  indeed  a  little  at 
a  loss  to  know  whether  I  understand  the  pass^igei 
which  I  have  cited  from  the  Reports  '*  The 
^'  witnesses,  in  the  Judgment  ^of  the  Comr 
'^  miesioners^  are  not  to  be  suspected  of  an* 
*'  favorable  biasv  and  th^  veracity,  m  that  re^pee^ 
^^  they  have  eeeu  no  reason  to  question."  TV  hat 
is  meant  by  their  having  seen  no  reason  to 
an^ect  their  veradty  m  that  respect  ?  Do  thity 
mean  what  the  qualification  seems  to  imply,  that 
Aey  have  seen  no  reason  to  questibn  it  in  other 
respects?  Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  they 
saw  reason  to  question  their  veracity,  not  .in 
ireepect  of  an  unfavorable  bias,  but  of  a  bias  in 
mf  fevor?  1  cannot  impute  to  them  such  au 
insinuation,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
Commissioners  would  never  have  intended  to 
insinuate  any  thing  so  cUrectly  contrary  to  the 
truth. 

'*  The  witn^fises  specifically  pointed  out,  as  thut 
particularly  deserving  of  credit,  are  W«  Coloi 
R.  Bidgood,  F.  lioyd,  and  Mrs.  Lisle.  With 
respect  to  Mrs.  Lisle^  I  trust  Your  Majesty  will 
pennit  me  to  make  my  observations  npon  hef 
examination^  as  distinctly  and  aeparately  as  I 
possibly  can,  from  the  oth^^s.  Because^  aa  I 
ever  had,  and  have  now  as  much  as  ejrer,  the 
most  perfect  respect  fov  Mrs.  Lisle,  I  would 
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avoid  the  possibility  of  h^mg  it  im^^ed  that 
such  observations,  as  I  shall  be  under  the 
ahsolnte  necessity  of  making  upon  the  other 
witnesses,  could  be  intended,  in  any  degree,  tp 
be  applied  to  her. 

^^  With  respect  to  Cole,  Bidgood,  and  Lloyd, 
they  have  all  lived  in  their  places  for  a  long 
time ;  they  had  lived  with  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  before  he  married,  and 
were  appointed  by  him  to  situations  about  me ; 
.Cole  aiid  Lloyd  immediately  upon  my  marriage, 
and  Bi^good  very  shortly  afterwards,.  1  know 
not  whether  from  this  circumstance  they  may 
consider  themselves  as  not  owing  that  undivided 
duty  and  regard  to  me,  which  servants  of  my 
own-  appointment  might  possibly  have  felt ;   but 
if  I  knew  nothing  more  of  them  .than  that  they 
had  consented  to  be  voluntarily  examined,  for 
the  purpose  of  stq[)porting  the  statement  of  Lady 
Douglas,  on  a  charge  so  deeply  affecting  my 
bonor,  without  communicating  to  me  the  fact  of 
such  examination.  Your  Mtyesty  would  not,  I 
urn  sure,  be  surprized  to  find,  that  I  saw  in  that 
circumstance  alone,  sufficient  to  raise  some/sus* 
pidions  of  an  unfayorable  bias.    But  when!  1  find 
Cole,  particularly,  subknitting  to  this  secret  and 
voluntary  examination  against  me,  no  less  than 
vouR  times ;   and    when  I    found,    during  the 
pendency    of   this    Inquiry    before    the    Com- 
missioners, that  one  of  them,  R.  Bidgood,  was 
so  far  connected  and  in  league  with  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Donglas,  as  to  have  communication 
with  the  latter,  I  thought  I  saw  the  proof  of  such 
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decided  hogtility  aad  confederacy  against  me^ 
that  1  felt  obliged  to  order  the  discontinuance  of 
bia  attendance  at  my  house  till  further  orders. 
Of  the  real  bias  of  their  miods,  however,  with 
respect  to  me,  Your  Majesty  will  be  better  able 
to  judge,  from  the  consideration  of  their  evidence. 

"  The  iniputations,  which  1  coUect  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  cast  upon  me  by  these  several 
witnesses,  are  too  great  familiarity  and  intimacy 
with  several  gentlemen, — Sir  Sydney  Smith,  Mr. 
Lawrence,  Captain  M^nby,  and  I  koow  not 
whether  the  same  are  qoi  meant  to  be  extended 
to  Lord  Hood,  Mr.  Chester,  and  Captain  More. 

'^  With  Your  Majesty's  permission,  therefore,  I 
will  examine  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  as 
they  respect  these  several  gentlemen  in  their 
order,  keeping  the  evidence  which  is  applicable 
to  each  case,  as  distinct  from  tha  others  as  I  can. 
And  I  will  begin  with  those  which  respect  Sir 
Sydney  Smith,  as  he  is  the  first  person  mentioned 
in  the  deposition  of  W.  Cole» 

"  W.  Cole  sayj?  "  that  Sir  Sydney  Smith  first 
visited  at  Montague  House  in  1802;  that  he 
observed  that  the  Princess  was  too  familiar  with 
Sir  Sydney  Sn^ilh.  One  day,  he  thinks  in 
February,  he,  (Cole)  carried  into  the  Blue  Room 
to  the  Princess,  sotpe  sandwiches  which  she  had 
0rdarfd,  ^nd  was  surprized  to  see  that  Sir 
Sy  Aey  ^as  there^  He  must  have  come  in  from 
the  flwdi.  If  be  bad  been  let  in  from  Bfack* 
heath,  fa«' must  b  aye  passed  through  the  room  in 
which  he  (Cole)  was  waiting.  When  he  had 
left  the  sandwiches,  he  returned,  after  some  time, 
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into  the  room,  and  Sir  Sydney  Smith  was  sitting 
very  close  to  the  Princess  on  the  sofa ;  he  (Cole) 
looked  at  Her  Royal  Highness,  she  caught  his 
eye,  and  saw  that  he  noticed  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  sitting  together,  they  appeared  both  a 
little  confused." 

*'  R.  Bidgood  says  also,  in  his  deposition  on  the 
fith  of  June,  (for  he  was  examined  twice)  "that 
it  was  early  in  1802,  when  he  first  observed  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  come  to  Montague  House.  He 
used  to  stay  very  late  at^iight ;  he  had  seen  him 
early  in  the  morning  there ;  about  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock.  He  was  at  Sir  John  Douglas's,  and 
was  in  the  habit,  as  well  as  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas,  of  dining  or  having  luncheon^  or  supping 
there  every  day.  He  saw  Sir  Sydney  Smith, 
one  day  in  180i2,  in  the  Blue  Room,  about 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which  was  full 
two  hours  before  they  expected  ever  to  see 
company.  He  asked  the  servants  why  they  did 
not  let  him  know  that  Sir  Sydney  Smith  was 
there;  the  footmen  told  him,  they  had  let  no 
person  in.  There  was  a  private  door  to  the 
Park,  by  which  he  might  have  come  in,  if  he  had 
a  key  to  it,  and  have  got  into  the  Blue  Room, 
without  any  of  the  servants  perceiving  him. 
And  in  his  second  deposition,  taken  on  the  3rd 
of  July,  he  says  he  lived  at  Montague  House 
when  Sir  Sydney  Smith  came.  Her  (the  Jhiu- 
cess's)  manner  with  him  appeared  very  fiMiliar; 
trtie  appeared  very  attentive  to  him,  but  he  did 
lot  suspect  any  thing  further.  Mrs,  Lisle  says 
hat  the  Princess  at  one  time  appeared  to  like 


BUKMOIRS  OF  CAEOLIKBr  595 

Sir  Jo]in  aad  Lady  Douglas.  ''  I  have  seen  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  there  very  late  in  the  evening,  but 
not  alone  with  the  Princess.  1  have  no  reason 
to  suspect,  he  had  a  key  of  the  Park  gate;  I 
never  beard  of  any  body  being  found  wandering 
about  at  Blackbeath." 

''  Fanny  Lloyd  does  not  mention  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  in  her  deposition. 

'^  Upon  the  whole  of  this  evidence  then,,  which 
is  the  whole  that  respects  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  in 
any  of  these  depositions^  (except  some  particular 
passages  in  Cole's  evidence^  which  are  so  im- 
portant as  to  require  a  very  particular  and  distinct 
statement,)  I  would  request  Your  Mfgesty  M 
understand  that^  with  respect  to  the  fact  of  Sir 
Sydney  Smith's  visiting  frequently  at  Montague 
House,  both  with  Sir  J/phn  and  Lady  Douglas^ 
and  without  them;  with  respect  to  his  being 
frequently  there,  at  luncheon,  dinner,  and  sup-i 
per;  and  staying  with  the  rest  of  the  company,  till 
twelve,  or  one  o'clock,  or  even  sometimes  later, 
if  these  are  some  of  the  facts  *'  which  must  give 
occasion  to  unfavourable  interpretations,  and 
must  be  credited  till  they  are  contradicted ;" 
they  are  facte  which  J  nevet  can  contradict,  for 
they  are  perfectly  true.  And  I  trust  it  will 
imply  the  confession  of  no  guilty  to  admit  that 
Sir.  Sydney  Smith's  conversation,  his  account  q£ 
the  various  and  extraordinary  events,  and  heroic 
achievements  in  which  he  had  been  concerned* 
amused  and  interested  me ;  aud  the  circumstance; 
of  his  living  so  much  with  his  friends,.  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas^  in  my  neighbourhood  on 


S96  THE  ItOYAL  WANDBRBRf  OR, 

Slackheathy  gave  the  opportunity  of  his  incfea^ 
iag  bis  acquaintance  widi  m6. 

'^  It  h^Lppened  also,  that  about  tiiis  time  1  fitted 
up,  as  Your  Majesty  may  have  observed,  one  of 
the  rootns  in  my  house,  after  the  fashion  of  a 
Turkish  tent.  Sir  Sydney  furnished  me  with  a 
pattern  for  it,  in  a  drawing  of  the  tent  Of  Murad 
Bey,  which  he  had  brought  over  With  him  from 
Egypt.  And  he  taught  me  how  to  draw  figyp- 
tian  Arabesques,  which  were  necessary  for  the 
ornaments  of  the  ceiling ;  this  may  have  occa* 
sioned^  while  that  room  was  fitting  up,  several 
visits,  and  possiWy  some,  though  I  do  not  recol* 
lect  them,  as  early  in  the  ftiornitog  as  Mr.  Bid- 
good  mentions.  1  believe  also^  that  it  has 
happened  more  than  once,  that  walkings  with 
my  ladies  lA  tfab  t^tk,  We  have  met  Sir  Sydney 
Smith,  and  that  he  has  coMe  in  with  u^,  thtough 
the  gate  from  the  Park.  My  ladies  may  have 
gone  up  to  t^ke  off  thei^  cloaks,  or  to  dress,  and 
have  left  tee  alone  with  him ;  and,  at  some 
one  of  these  times,  it  rtaay  very  possibly  have 
happened  that  .Mr.  Cole,  and  Mr.  BidgoOd 
may  have  seen  Mmy  wh^b  he  has  net  come 
through  the  WiatitSng  rocWt,  ilor  beefa  let  in  by  wiy 
of  the  foottn^n.  But  I  solemnly  declare  to  Your 
Majesty,  that  I  have  not  the  least  idea  or  belief 
tiiat'  he  h«Ld  a  key  of  the  gate  into  the  Park, 
or  thAt  hfe  evier  entered  in  or  passed  out  at 
thkt  gate^  ekcept  hi  company  \^ith  myself  and 
my  ladies.  As  fat  the  circumstance  of  my  per- 
mittihg  him  to  be  in  the  rooita  alone  with  me ;  if 
suffering  atnan  to  be  so  aloue^  is  evidence  of  ^uilt. 
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from  whence  the  €oniniissioners  caa  draw  any 
unfavorable   inference^  I  must  leave  them  to 
draw  it.     For  1  cannot  deny  that  4t  has  happened, 
and  happened  frequently ;  not '  only  with    Sit 
Sydney   Smithy  btit  with  many,  many  otheft*; 
gentlemen  who  have  .visited  me;  tradesmen  wh^ 
have  come  to  receive  my  orders ;  tnasters  whom 
I  have  had  to  instruct  me  in  painting,  in  mueicf, 
in  English,  &c.  tliat  I  have  received  them  witii'- 
out  any  one  being  by.    In  short,  1  trusty  I  mh 
not  confessing  a  crime,  for  unquestionably  it  is  a 
truth,  that  1  aeret-  had  an  idea  that  there  was 
any  thing  wrong,  or  objectionable,  in  thils  see^ 
ing  men  in  tbemOfnklg>  and  1  confidently  believ^^ 
that  Your  Majesty  Will  se^  nothing  in  it,  from 
which  any  guilt  can  be  inferred.     1  feel  cert^in^ 
that  there  is  nothing  immoral  in  the  thing  itself; 
and  J  have  always  nnd^rstoody  that  it  was  p^r^ 
fectly  customary  and  usual  for  ladies  df  the  Ursf 
rank^  and  the  first  character  in  the  country,  tb 
receive  the  visits  of  gentlemen  in  a  momihgi 
though  they  might  be  themselves  alone  at  th^ 
timef*     But  if,  in  the  opitoions  ntld  fashions  ik 
this  country^  there  should  be  morfe  impropriety 
tecrihed  to  it,  than  what  it  ever  ent^ed  into  my 
mind  to;  conceive^  1  hope  Yoar  Majesty,  and 
every  candid,  mind^  will  make  allowance  for  fh% 
difierent  notions  wbioh  my  fbreign  education^ 
and  fioreign  habits. may  have  given  me* 

'^  But  whatever  character  may  belong  to*  this' 
practice,  it  is  not  a  practice  which  commeneeMi 
aft»r^my  leaving  Oarilon  Housfe.  While  there, 
and  if omittiy  first  armal  in  this  country,  I  tras 
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accu$tomed>  with  the'  knowledge  of  EUs  Royaf 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  without  his 
ever  having  hinted  to  me  the  slightest  disappro- 
batioiit  to  receive  lessons  from  various  masters, 
for  my  amusement,  and  improvement;  1  was 
^attended  by  them  frequently,  from  twelve  o'clock 
till  five  in  the  afternoon  :^--Mr.  At  wood  for 
muttc,  Mr.  Geffadiere  for  finglisb,  Mr*  Tou- 
fronelli  for  paintings  Mr.  Tutoye  for  imitating 
marble,  Mr,  Elwes  for  the  harp*  I  saw  them 
all  alone;  aod^  indeed,  if  1  were  to  see  them 
at  all,  I  could  do  no  otherwise  than  see 
ibem  alone^  Miss  Galrth,  who  was  then  siib- 
govemess  to  my  Daughter,  livedo  certainly,  under 
the  same  roof  with  me,  but  she  could  not  be 
spared  from  her  duty  and  attendance  on  my 
Daughter.  1  desired  her  sometimes  to  come 
down  stairs,  and  read  to  me  during  the  time 
when  1  drew  or  painted,  but  my  Lord  Choi-- 
mondely  informed  me  this  could  not  be.  I  then 
requested  that  1  might  have  one  of  my  bed* 
chamber  women  to  live  constantly  at  Carlton 
f)ouse,  that  I  might  have  her  at  call  whenever 
1  wantCHl  hf  r ;  but  I  was  answered  tilot  it  was 
not  customai7,  that  the  attendants  of  the  Royal 
Family  should  live  with  them  in  town ;  so  that 
r^qujeat  could  not  be  complied  with.  But,  inde* 
pendent  of  this,^  1  never  conceived  that  it  was 
offensive  to  the  fashions  and  manners  of  tlie 
country,  to  receive  gentlemen  who  might  call 
upoq  me  in  a  morning,  whether  I  had  or  had  not 
V  one  with  me ;  and  it  never  occurred  to  me 
h|nk  that  there,  was  oitber  impropriety  or 


MEMOIRS  OF  CAROLtNS.  599 

indecorum  in  it^  at  that  time^  nor  in  continuing 
the  practice  at  Montague  House.  But  this  has 
been  con6ned  to  morning  visits,  in  no  private 
apartments  of  my  house,  but  in  my  drawing- 
room,  where  my  ladies  have  at  all  times  free 
access,  and  as  they  usually  take  their  luncheon 
witli  me,  except  when  they  are  engaged  with 
visitors,  or  pursuits  of  then*  own,  it  could  but 
rarely  occur,  that  I  could  be  left  with  any  gentle- 
man alone,  for  any  length  of  time,  tmless  there 
were  something  in  the  known  and  avowed  busi- 
ness, which  might  occasion  his  waiting  upon 
me,  that  would  fully  account  for  the  circum- 
stance. 

''  I  trust  Yonr  Majesty  will  excuse  the  leugth  at 
which  1  have  dwelt  upon  this  topic.  I  perceived  from 
the  examinations,  that  it  had  been  much  inquired 
after,  and  I  felt  it  necessary  to  represent  it  in  its 
tnie  light.  And  the  candor  of  Your  Majesty's 
mind  will,  [  am  confident,  suggest,  that  those 
who  are  the  least  conscious  of  intending  guilt,  are 
the  least  suspicious  of  having  it  imputed  to  them  ; 
and  therefore,  that  they  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  guard  themselves,  at  every  turn,  with  witnesses 
to  prove  their  innocence,  fancying  their  cha- 
racter to  be  safe,  as  long  as  their  conduct  is 
innocent,  and  that  guilt  will  not  be  imputed  to 
thera  from  actions  quite  indifferent. 

**The  deposition,  however,  of  Mr,  Cole,  is  not 
co^ifined  to  my  being  alone  with  Sir  Sydney 
Smith.  The  circumstances  in  which  he  observed 
us  together,  he  particularizes,  and  states  his 
opinion.     He  introduces  indeed,  the  whole  ""of 


^0  'I'^  ROYAL  WANI»IU»  ;  OR, 

his  evidence,  by  saying  that  1  \r&$  too  iamitiat 
with  Sir  Sydney  Smith ;  but  as  I  trust  I  am  not 
yet  so  far  degraded,  as  to  have  my  character 
decided  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Cole,  1  shall  not 
comment  upon  that  observation.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  describe  the  scene  which  he  observed 
on  the  day  virhen  he  brought  in  the  sandwiches, 
which  1  trust  Your  Majesty  did  not  fail  to  notice, 
/  had  myself  ordered  to  be  brought  in.  For  there 
is  an  obvious  insinuation  that  Sir  Sydney  must 
have  come  in  through  the  Park,  and  that  there 
was  great  impropriety  in  his  being  alone  with 
her.  And  at  least  the  witness's  own  story  proves 
whatever  impropriety  there  might  be  in  this 
circumstance,  that  I  was  not  conscious  of  it,  nor 
meant  to  take  advantage  of  his  clandestine  entry 
from  the  Park,  to  conceal  the  fact  from  my 
servants'  observation.  For  if  I  had  had  such 
consciousness,  or  such  meaning,  1  never  could 
have  ordered  sandwiches  to  have  been  brought 
in,  or  any  other  fact  to  have  been  done,  which 
must  have  brought  myself  under  the  notice  of 
my  servants,  while  I  continued  in  a  situation 
which  1  thought  improper,  and  wished  to  con- 
ceal.  Any  of  the  circumstances  of  this  visit,  to 
which  this  part  of  the  deposition  refers,  my 
memory  does  not  enable  me  in  the  least  degree 
to  particularize  and  recall.  Mr.  Cole  may  have 
seen  me  sitting  on  the  same  sofa  with  Sir  Sydney 
Smith.  Nay,  I  have  no  doubt  he  must  have 
seen  me,  over  and  over  again,  not  only  with  Sir 
Sydney  Smithy  but  with  other  gentlemen^  sitting 
>on  the  same  sofa ;    and  I  trust  Your  M^je^ty 
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will  feel  it  jAie  hardest  thing  ima§piua)ble,  that  I 
should  be  called  upon  to  account  what  corner  of 
a  sofa  I  sat  upon,  four  years  ago,  and  how  close 
Sir  Sydney  Smith  was  sitting  to  me.  I  can  only 
solemnly  aver  to  Your  Majesty,  that  my  con- 
science supplies  me  with  the  fullest  means  of 
confidently  assuring  you,  that  1  never  permitted 
Sir  Sydney  Smith  to  sit  on  any  sofa  with  me,  in 
any  manner,  which,  in  my  own  judgment,  was 
in  the  slightest  degree  offensive  to  the  strictest 
propriety  and  decorum.  In  the  judgment  of 
many  persons^  perhaps,  a  Princess  of  Wales 
should  at  no  time,  forget  the  deviation  of  her 
rank,  or  descend  in  any  degree,  to  the  famili- 
arities and  intimacies  of  private  life.  Under  any 
circumstances,  this  would  be  a  hard  conditioi) 
to  be  annexed  to  her  station.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, in  which  it  has  been  my  misfortune 
to  have  lost  the  necessary  support  to  the  dignity 
and  station  of  a  Princess  of  Wales>  to  have 
assumed  and  maintained  an  unbending  dignity, 
would  have  been  impossible,  and  if  possible, 
could  hardly  have  been  expected  from  me. 

'^  After  these  observations.  Sire,  I  must  now 
request  Your  Msgesty's  attention  to  those  written 
declarations^  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Report, 
and  which  I  shall  never  be  able  sufficiently  to 
thank  Your  Majesty  for  having  condescended^  ia 
compliance  with  my  earnest  request,  to  order  to* 
be  transmitted  to  me.  From  observations  upon 
these  declarations  themselves,  as  well  as  upon 
comparing  them  with  the  depositions  made 
before  the  Commissioners,  Your  Majesty  will 
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see  die  fitrongest  reason  for  discreditiiig  Ibe  le^^ 
timony  of  W.  Cole,  as  well  as  others  of  these 
witnesses,  whose  credit  stands  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners,  so  unimpeachable.  They 
supply  important  observations,  even  with  .respect 
to  diat  part  of  Mr.  Cole's  eridence  which  I  am 
now  considering,  though  ia  no  degree  equal  in 
importance  to  those  which  I  shall  afterwards 
have  occasion  to  notice. 

**  Your  Majesty  will  please  to  observe,  &aft 
there  are  no  less  than  four  diflferent  examinations, 
or  declarations  of  Mr.  Cole.  They  are  dated 
on  the  1  Ith^  14th,  and  30th  of  January,  and  on* 
the  2Srd  of  February.  In  these  four  different  de- 
clarations, he  twice  mentions  the  circumstance 
oi  finding  Sir  Sydney  Smith  and  myself  on  the 
sofa^  and  he ,  mentions  it  not  only  in  a  different 
manner,  at  each  of  those  times^  but  at  both  of 
them,  in  a  manner  whidi  materially  diflfers  from 
his  deposition  before  the  Commissioners.  In  his 
declwation  on  the  lUh  of  January  he  says, 
'^  that  he  found  us  in  so  famUiar  a  posture,'  as  to 
alarm  him  very  much,  which  he  expressed  by  a 
start  bach,  and  a  look  at  the  gentleman. 

'<  In  that  ^ted  on  the  22nd  of  February,  bow- 
ever,  (being  asked,  I  suppose^  as  to  that  which' 
he  had  dared  to  assert,  of  the  familiar  posture 
which  had  alarmed  bim  so  mnch,)  he  says, 
^'  there  was  notkmg  partictdar  in  our'  dress,  pom- 
turn  o{  legs,  or  arms,' that  was  extraordinary ;  he 
thought  it  improper  that  a  shigle  gentleman 
^hould  be  sitting  quite  close  to  a  married  lady^ 
i  a  sofa,,  and  from  that  situation,  ^^ndjbrmer 
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fAserwaiioM,  he  thought  the  thing  improper/'  In 
this  secoikd  acaxint;  thel^ore,  Yobr  Majesty 
perceives  he  was  obliged  to  bring  in  his  former 
observations  to  help  ont  the  statement,  in  order 
to  account  for  his  having  been  so  shocked  witii 
««vbat  he  saw,  as  to  express  his  alarm  by  ^'  start* 
ing  back."  But  unfortunately,  be  accounts  for 
it,  as  it  seems  to  me  at  least,  by  the  very  circum- 
stance which  would  have  induced  him  to  have 
been  less  surprised,  and  consequently  less 
Warded  by  what  he  saw ;  for  had  his  former 
observations  been  such  as  he  insinuates,  he  would 
have  been  prepared  the  mdre  to  expect,  and 
the  less  to  he  surprised:  at,  what  he  pretends  to 
havd  seen. 

^^Bnt  Ydiir  Majiesty  will  observe,. thtft  iii  his 
deposition  before  the  Commissiooers,  (recollect^ 
ing  perhaps,  how  awkwardly  he  had  aocomited 
lot  his  starting, .  ia  his  former  declamtion,)  he 
<trops  his  .starting  altogether. :  Instead  of  look^ 
mg  ait  the  gentleman  only,  he  looked  kit  oa  both ; 
llhat  I  caught  his  eye,  and  siiw  that  he  notwed 
the  manner :!in  which  we  were  sitting;  awl 
instead  of -his  own  starting,  or  any  description 
ef  the  mamier  m  which  he  exhibited  his  own*  ifeel- 
ings,  we  are  vepfesjeiited 'as  having  botb  appeared 
a'  Uttie  ttm^need.  Our  amjwiian  is  m  cutxim- 
stance,  Vhich,  during  Ms  four  declarations, 
whkh  he  maide  beftHre  the  appoiatmenft  of  the 
four-  Commissioners,  it  never  once  occarred  to 
him  to  recollect  *  And  now  he  does  recoUect 
it,  we  appeared,  he  says,  '^  a  Iittl6  confmed." 
A  little  confused !     The  Princes    of  Wales 
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detected  in  a  aituatioa  tach  as  to  aback  aad 
alarm  her  servant^  and  so  detected  as  to  be  sen* 
sible  of  her  detection,  and  so  conscsoas  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  situation,  as  to  exhibit  symp- 
toms of  confaeaon;  would  not  her  Qonfoaion 
Imjre  been  extreme  ?  would  it  have  been  so 
little  as  to  have  slipped  the  memory  of  the  wit- 
ness who  observed  it,  duriag  his  first  ipm  decla- 
rations, and  at  last  to  be  recalled  to.  his  reeoUec- 
tioa  in  such  a  manner,  as  to-  be  represented  in 
the  faint  and  feeble  way,  in.  which  he  here  de^ 
scribes  it  ? 

'^  What  weight  Your  Majesty  wiU  ascribe  to 
these  differences  in  the  accounts  given  by  tiiis 
wkness,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  But  I  am 
ready  to  confess,  that,  probably,  if  thore  was 
nothing  stronger  of  the  same  kind  to  be  observed 
in  other  parts  of  his  testimony,  the  iafereoce 
which  would  be  drawn  from  them,  would  de- 
pend very  much  upcm  the  opinion  previensty 
entertamed  of  the  witness.  To  me,  who  know 
many  parts  of  his  testimony  to  bd  false,  and  all 
the  colouring  given  to  it,  to  be  wholly  from  his 
own  wicked  and  maUcions  invention,  it  appears 
platnvthat  these  difien»cee  in  hi&repiesarti^ns, 
are  the  unsteady,  awkwwd  dnfffliea  and  i^re- 
vaneations  of  falsehood. — ^To  those,  if  ib&ce  be 
any  aneh,  who  from  {MreHHmceived  prejudices  in 
his  favor,  or  from  any  other  ciremstances,  think 
that  his  veracity  is  free  from  .all  suspiokm,  satis- 
tfactery  means  of  reeoncilii^  them  may  possflbly 
occur.  But  bcsfore  I  have  left  Mr.  Cole's  exami- 
nations, Your  Majesty  will  find  that  they  will 
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facive  much  more  to  account  for,  ami  much  more 
to  reconcile. 

^*  Mr.  Co}e'»  examination  before  the  Commis*- 
sioners  goes  on  thus:  **A  short  tkne  before 
this,  one  night  about  twelve  o'cioek,  I  saw  a  man 
go  into  the  house  from  the  Park,  wrapped  up  in 
a  great  coat.  I  did  not  gi?e  any  alarm,  for  the 
imjirdtsioii  on  my  mind  was,  that  it  was  not  a 
thief."  When  1  read. this  passage,  Sire^  I  could 
hardly  believe  my  eyes;  when  I /found  such  a 
fact  left  in  this  dark  state,  without .  any  further 
explanation,  or  without  a  traee  in  the  examina- 
tion, *«f  any  attempt  to  get  it  further  etxplained. 
How  he  got  this  impression  on  Ma  mind,  that 
this  was  not  a  thief?  Whom  he  believed  it  to  be? 
What  part  of  the  hbuse  he  saw  him  entqr?  If 
the  dxawing^room, '  oir  any  part  which  I  usually 
occttfty.  Who  was  there  at  the  time  ?  Whether  I 
was  there  ?  Whether  alone,  or  with  my^  ladies  ? 
Or  with  other  company?  Whether  he  told  ^aiy 
body  of  the  circumstance  at  the  tikne?  Or  .how 
long  after?*  Whom  he  told  ?  Whether  any  iiiqui* 
ries  Were  made  in  consequence?  These,  and  a 
thousfllnd  other  questions^  with  a  view  to  have 
penetrated  into  the  mystery  of  this  strangest 
story,  and  to  have  tried  the  credit  of  this  witness^ 
would,  I  should  Imve  thought,  have  occurred  t6 
any  one ;  but  certainly  must  have  oiKsnrred  to 
persons  so  experienced,  and  so  able  in  thet  exa- 
mination of  liOta,  and  the  trying  of  the  credit  of 
.witnesses,  as  the  two  learned  lords  uuquestion- 
ftbly  are,  whom  Your  Majesty  took  care  to  have 
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iDtroduced  into  this  ComiDissicm.  Tbey  never 
could  have  permitted  these  unexplained  and 
unsifted  hints  and  insinnations,  to  have  had'  the 
i^eigbt  and  eiiect  of.  proof;  Bnt,  anfortmiateljr 
tor  me,  the  duticfes  probably  of  their  respective 
fiituationi^^.  prevented  their  attendance  on  die 
examination  of  this^  and  dn  the  first  examination 
'  <>f  another  most  important  witness^  Mr.  Robert 
Bidgood. And  saieiy  Yonr  Ms^esty  will  per- 
mit me  here,  without  offence  to  complain,  that 
it  is  not  a  little  hard,  that  when  Ydur  Majesty 
had  shewn  your  anxiety  to  have  legal  accuracy, 
ind  legal  experience  assist  on  this  examination, 
the  two  most  important  witnesses,  in  whose  ex- 
aminations there  is  more  matter  for  unfavorable 
interpretation,  than  in  all  the  rest  put  together, 
should  have  been  examined '  without  the  benefit 
of  this  accuracy,  and  this  Experience.  .  And  I 
am  the  better  justified  in  making  this  'observa- 
tion, if  what  has  been  suggested  to  me  is  correct ; 
thai,  if  it  shall  not  be  allowsed  that  the  power  of 
administering  an  oatU  under  thia  warrant  or  com«- 
mission  is  questionable,  yet  it  can  hardily  be 
doubted,  that  it  is  most  questioiiable  whethei', 
according  to  the  terms  or  meaning  of  the  war- 
rant or  commission,  as  it  constitutes  no  qMVHMy 
Lord  Spencer  ahd  Lord  Perceval  could 'admi- 
nister an  oath,  or  act  in  the  iabsence  of  the  other 
Lords;  and  if  they  could  not,  Mr.  Cole-s  false- 
hood must  be  out  of  the  reach  of  punishment. 

^^  Returning  then  from  this  digression,  will 
Your  Majesty  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  I  am 
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to  understand  this  fact^  respecting  the  man  in  a 
great  coat,  to  be  one  of  those  which  must  neces* 
sarily  give  occasion  to  the  most  unfayourable 
interpretations  ?  which  must  be  credited  till, 
decidedly  contradicted?  and  which^  if  true,, 
deserve  the  most  serious  consideration?  The 
unfavourable  interpretations  which  this  fact  may 
occasion,  doubtless  are,  that  this  man  was  either 
Sir  Sydney  Smith,  or  some  other  paramour^  who, 
was  admitted  by  me  into  my  house  in  disguise,^ 
at  midnight,  for  the  accomplishment  of  my^ 
wicked  and  adulterous  purposes.  And  is  it 
possible  that  Your  Majesty,  is  it  possible  that 
any  candid  mind  can  believe  this  fact,  with  the 
unfavorable  interpretations  which  it  occasions, 
on  the  relation  of  a  servant,  who,  for  all  that 
appears,  mentions  it  for  the  first  time,  four  years, 
after  the  event  took  place ;  and  who  gives^  him- 
self, this  picture  of  his  honesty  and  fidelity  to, 
a  master  whom  he  has  served  so  long ;  that  he» 
whose  nerves  are  of  so  moral  a  frame,  that 
he  starts  at  seeing  a  single  man  sittii^g  ^t 
mid-day,  in  an  open  drawing-room^  on  the 
same  sofa  with  a  married  womai),  permitted^ 
the  disguised  midnight  adulterer,  to  apprpacH 
nis  masters  bed,  without  taking  any  notice, 
without  making  any  alarm*  without  offering 
any  interruption?  And  why?  (because,  as  h^' 
expressly  states,)  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  a 
thief;  and  because  (as  be  plainly  insinuates,)  be 
did  believe  him.  to  be  an  adulterer. 

^^But  what  makes  the  manner  .in  which  th? 
Commissioners  suffered  this  fact  to  reyipin  so 
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unexplained,  the  more  extraordinary,  is  this;^ 
Mr.  Cole  had  in  his  original  declaration  of  the 
11th  of  January^  which  was  before  the  Commis* 
sioners^  stated  '*that  one  night,  aboat  twelve 
o^clock,  he  saw  a  person  wrapped  up  in  a  great 
coat,  go  across  the  Park  into  the  gate  to  the 
Green  House,  and  he  verily  believes  it  was  Sir 
Sydney  Smith."  In  his  declaration  there,  (when 
he  was  not  upon  path)  he  ventures  to  state  **  that 
he  very  believes  it  was  Sir  Sydney  Smith.  When 
he  is  upon  his  oath^  in  hir^  deposition  before 
the  Commissioners^  all  that  he  ventures  to  swear 
is^  ^*  that  be  gave  no  alarm^  because  the  iropres* 
sion  upon  his  mind  was^  that  it  was  not  a  thief 
And  the  difference  is  most  important.  **The 
impression  upon  his  mind  was^  that  it  was  not  a 
thief!  !*'  I  believe  him  !  and  the  impression  upon 
my  mind  too  is^  that  he  knew  it  was  not  a  thief — 
that  he  knew  who  it  was — and  that  he  knew  it 
was  no  other  than  my  watchman.  What  incident 
it  is  that  he  alludes  to,  1  cannot  pretend  to  know. 
But  this  1  knoWj  that  if  it  refers  to  any  man,  with 
whose  proceedings  I  have  the  least  acquaintance 
or  privity^  it  must  have  been  my  watchman ; 
who,  if  he  executes  my  orders^  nightly^  and  often 
in  the  night,  goes  his  rounds,  both  inside  and 
outside  of  my  house.  And  this  circumstance, 
which  I  should  think  would  rather  afford  to 
most  minds,  an  inference  that  I  was  not  pre-^ 
paring  the  way  of  planning  facilities  for  secret 
midnight  assignatipn^^^has,  in  my  conscience, 
I  believe,  (if  there  is  one  word  of  truth  in  any 
Mrt  of  this  story^  and  the  whole  of  it  is  not  pure 


FIMirAal  bfSRave  Warwkk  Squa 


MKMOIRS  OF  CAROLINE.  ^9 

iavention)  afforded  the  handle,  and  suggested 
the  idea  to  this  honest,  trusty  man,  this  witness^ 
**  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  any  unfavorable 
bias,"  '*  whose  reracity  in  that  respect  the  Com- 
missioners saw  no  ground  to  question,"  and 
*^  who  must  be  credited  till  he  received  decided 
contradiction,"  suggested,  I  say,  the  idea  of  the 
dark  and  vile  insinuatiou,  contained  in  this  part 
of  his  testimony. 

"  Whether  1  am  right  or  wrongs  however,  in 
this  conjecture,  this  appears  to  be  evident;  that 
his  examination  is  so  left,  that  supposing  an 
indictment  for  perjury  or  false  swearing  would 
lie  against  any  witness  ^amined  by  the  Com- 
missioners, and  supposing  this  examination  had 
been  taken  before  the  whole  four : — if  Mr.  Cole 
was  indicted  for  perjury,  in  respect  to  this  part 
of  his  deposition,  the  proof  that  he  did  see  the 
watchman,  would  necessarily  acquit  him ;  would 
establish  the  truth  of  what  he  said,  and  rescue 
him  from  the  punishment  of  perjury,  though  it 
would,  at  the  same  time^  prove  the  falsehood 
and  injustice  of  the  inference  and  the  insinua- 
tion, for  the  establishment  of  which  alone,  the 
fact  itself  was  sworn. 

'^  Mr.  i:)ole  chooses  further  to  state,  that  he 
ascribes  his  removal  from  Montague  House  to 
London^  to  the  discovery  he  had  made,  and  the 
notice  he  had  taken  of  the  improper  situation 
of  Sir  Sydney  Smith  with  me  upon  the  sofa.  To 
this  I  can  oppose  little  more  than  my  own  asser- 
tions, as  my  motives  can  only  be  known  to 
myself. — But  Mr.  Cole  was  a  very  disagreeable 
^     '  4  I 
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servant  to  roe ;  he  was  a  man,  who,  as  I  always 
conceived,  had  been  educated  above  his  station. 
Re  talked  French,  and  was  a  mnsician,  playing 
well  on  the  violio.  By  these  qualifications, 
he  had  got  admitted  occasionally  into  better 
company,  and  this  probably  led  to  that  forward 
and  obtrusive  conduct,  which  I  thought  extremely 
offensive  aod  impertinent  in  a  servant/  I  had 
long  been  extremely  displeased  with  him ;  I  had 
discovered,  that  when  I  went  out,  he  would 
come  into  my  drawing-room,  and  play  on  my 
harpsichord,  or  sit  there  reading  my  books ; — 
and  in  short,  there  was  a  forwardness  which 
would  have  led  to  my  absolutely  discharging 
him  a  long  time  before,  if  I  had  not  made  a  sort 
of  rule  to  myself  to  forbear,  as  long  as  possible, 
from  removing  any  servants  who  had  been 
placed  about  me  by  His  Royal  Highness*  Be- 
fore Mr.  Cole  lived  with  the  Prince,  he  had 
lived  with  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  .and  I  bad 
reasons  to^  believe  that  he  carried  to  Devonshire 
House,  all  the  observations  he  could  make  at 
mine.  For  these  various  reasons,  just  before 
the  Duk^  of  Kent  was  about  to  go  out  of  the 
kingdom^  I  requested  his  Royal  H^hness  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  who  had  been  good  ^ough  to 
take  the  trouble  of  arranging  many  particulare  in 
my  establishment,  to  make  the  arrangem^rt 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Cole ;  which  was,  to  leave 
him  in  town,  to  wait  upon  tne^only,  when  I  went 
Carlton  House,  and  not  to  come  to  Montague 
Use  except  when  specially  required.  This 
ingement  it  seems^  offended  him.    It  certainly 
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deprived  him  of  some  perquisites ,  ivhich  he  had 
when  living  at  Blackheath  ;  but  upon  the  whole* 
as  it  left  him  so  much  more  of  his  time  at 
bis  own  disposal,  I  should  not  have  thought  it 
bad  been  much  to  his  prejudice.  It  seems,  how« 
erer,  that  he  did  not  like  it ;  and  I  must  leave 
this  part  of  the  case  with  this  one  observation 
more— iThat  Your  Majesty,  I  trust,  will  hardly 
believe^  that  if  Mr.  Cole  had,  by  any  accident, 
discovered  any  improper  conduct  of  mine,  to^ 
wards  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  or  any  one  else,  the 
way.  which  1  should  have  taken  to  suppress  his 
information,' to  close  bis  mouthy  would  have  been 
by  immediately  adopting  an  arrangement  in  my 
family,  with  regard  to  him,  which  was  either 
prejudicial  or  disagreeable  to  him :  or  that  the 
way  to  remove  him  from  the  opportunity  and 
the  temptation  of  betraying  my  secret,  whether 
through  levity  or  design,  in  the  quarter  where  it 
would  be  most  fatal  to  me  that  it  should  be 
known,  was,  by  making  an  arrangement,  which, 
while  all  his  resentment  and  anger  were  fl'esh 
and  warm  abont  him,  woald  {dace  him  frequently^ 
nay  almost  daily,  at  Carlton  House ;  would 
place  him  precisely  at  that  place,  from  whence, 
unquestionably,  it  must  have  been  my  interest  to 
have  kept  him  as  far  removed  as  possible  ? 

^^  There  is  little  or  nothing  in  the  examinations 
of  the  other  witnesses,  which  is  material  for  me 
to  observe  upon,  as  far  as  respects  this  part  of 
the  cQse.  It  appears  from  them  indeed,  what  I 
have  had  no  difficulty  in  admitting,  and  have 
observed  upon  before,  that  Sir  Sydney  Smith. 
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\9BS  frequently  at  Montagoe  House — ^that  they 
))ave  known  him  to  be  alone  with  me  in  tiie 
morning,  but  that  they  never  knew  me  alone 
with  him  in  ^an  evening,  or  staying  later  than  my 
company,  or  the  ladie9  ;*«-for  what  Mr.  Stikeman 
says^  with  respect  to  his  being  alone  with  me  in 
an  evening,  can  only  mean,  and  is  Only  reconcil- 
able withj  all  the  rest  of  the  evidence  on  this 
part  of  the  case,  by  its  being  understood  to 
mean^  alone,  in  respect  of  other  company,  but  not 
alone,  in  the  absence  of  toy  ladies.  The  depo- 
sition^ indeed,  of  my  servant^  S.  Roberts,  is  thus 
&r  material  upon  that  point,  that  it  exhibits  Mr. 
Cole^  not  less  than  three  years  ago»  endeavoring 
to  collect  evidence  upon  these  points  to  my 
pretjudice.  ^For  Your  Majesty  will  find  that  he 
says,  '*  I  recollect  fAr.  Cole  once  askii^  me,  I 
*'  think  three  y.ears  ago^  whether  there  were  any 
^*  favorites  in  the  family.  I  remember  saying, 
''  that  Captain  Manby  and  Sir  Sydney  Smith 
''  were  frequently  at  Blackheath^  and  dined 
^^  there  bffeener  than  other  persons."  He  then 
proceeds, — '^  I  never  knew  Sir  Sydney  Smith 
*'  6tay  later  than  the  ladies ;  I  cannot  exactly 
*'  say  at  what  time  he  went,  bift  I  never  remero- 
'^  ber  his  staying  alone  with  the  Princess." 

*'  As  to  what  is  contained  in  the  written 
deelaratioti  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamp^,  the  old 
servants  of  «Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  as  (from 
some  circumstances  or  other,  respecting,  I  cea- 

've,  either  their  credit^  or  their  supposed 
ortance)  the  Commissioners  have  not  thought 
^er  to  examine  them  upon  their  oaths,  I  do 
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not  imagine  Your  Majesty  would  expect  that  I 
should  take  any  notice  of  them.  And  as  to 
what  is  deposed  by  my  Lady  Douglas,  if  Your 
Majesty  will  observe  the  gross  and  horrid  in* 
decencies  with  which  she  ushers  in;  and  states 
my  confessions  to  her,  of  my  asserted  criminal 
intercourse  with  Sir  Sydney  Smithy  Your  Majesty^ 
1  ara  confident^  will  not  be  surprized  that  f  do 
^ot  desoend  to  any  particular  observations  on 
her  deposition.  One,  and  one  only  observation 
will  I  ihake,  which,  however,  could  not  have 
escaped  Your  Majesty,  if  I  had  omitted  it.  That 
Your  Majesty  will  have  an  excellent  portraiture 
of  the  true  female  delicacy  and  purity  of  my 
Lady  Douglas's  mind  and  character,  when  you 
will  observe  that  she  seems  wholly  insensible  to 
what  a  sink  of  infamy  she  degrades  herself^  by 
her  testimony  against  me.  It  is  not  only  that  it 
appears  from  her  statement,  that  she  was  con- 
tented to  live  in  familiarity,  and  apparent  friend- 
ship with  me^  after  the  confession  which  I  made 
of  my  adultery;  (for  by  the  indulgence  and 
liberality^  as  it  is  called,  of  modern  manners,  the 
company  of  adulteresses  has  ceased  to  reflect  that 
discredit  upon  the  cbarracters  of  other  women 
wbo  admit  of  their  society,  which  the  best 
kiierestit  of  female  virtue  may,  peirhaps,  require;) 
but  she  was  contented  to  live  in  familiarity  with 
a  woman,  who,  if  Lady  Douglas's  evidence  of 
me  is  true,  was  a  most  low,  vulgar,  and  profligate 
disgrace  to  her  sex.  The  grossness  of  whose' 
ideas  and  conversation,  would  add  Infamy  to 
the/  loWjDst,    most  vulgar,  and  most  infomous 
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proBtkute.  It  18  not^  however,  upon  lliisdrcwn-- 
stance  that  I  reeit  assured  no  reliance  obi  be 
placed  in  Lady  Douglas's  testimony ;  bat  after 
what  is  proved,  with  r^^d  to  her  evidence 
respecting  my  pregnancy  and  delivery  in  1 802, 
I  am  certain  tiiat  any  observations  upon  her 
testimony,  or  her  veracity,  must  foe  flung  away* 

*'  Your  Miyesty  has  th^efore  now  before  yoa 
the  state  of  the  charge  against  me,  as  fiur  as  it 
respects  Sir  Sydney  Smith.  And  this  is,  as  1 
understand  the  Report^  one  of  the  chai^gea 
whioh,  with  it$  unfavorable  mterpretaiianSy  tntcsf,  m 
the  opinian  of  the  Commiswmer^j  be  credited  6lt 
decided^  contradicted. 

''  As  to  the  facts  of  frequent  visiting  on  terms 
of  great  intimacy,  as  I  have  said  before,  they 
cannot  be  contradicted  at  all.  How  inferences 
and  unfavorable  interpretations  are  to  be  de- 
cidedly contradicted,  I  wish  the  Gommisfiioners 
had  been  so  good  as  to  explain.  I  know  of  no 
possible  way,  but  by  the  declarations  of  myself 
and  Sir  Sydney  Smith.  Yet  we  being  the 
supposed  guilty  parties,  our  denial,  probably, 
will  be  thought  of  no  great  weight.  As  to  uty 
own,  however,  I  tender  it  to  Your  Majesty,  in 
1||b^e  most  solenm  manner^  and  if  I  knew. what 
fact  it  was  that  I  ought  to  contradict,  to  deaiT 
my  innocence,  I  would  precisely  address  myself 
to.  that  fact^  as  I  am  confident  my  coraciwce 
would  enable  me  to  do,  to  any,  firom  which  a 
criminal  or  an  unbecoming  infeitence  could  be 

iwn.     I  am  sure,  however.  Your  Majesty  wiU 
\  foe  the  It^miliated  and  degraded  wtdiitkHi 
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to  which  this  Report  has  reduced  your  Daughter- 
iii«>la^,  the  Princess  of  Wales;  wheD  you  see 
her  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  either  risking 
the  danger,  that  the  most  unfavorahle  interpre- 
tations should  be  credited ;  or  else  of  stating,  as 
I  am  now  degraded  to  the  necessity  of  stating, 
that  not  only  no  adulterous  or  criminal,  but  no 
indecent  or  improper  intercourse  whatever,  ever 
subsisted  between  Sir  Sydney  Smith  and  myself, 
or  any  thing  whiclx  I  should  have  objected,  that 
all  the  world  should  have  seen.  1  say  degraded 
to  the  necessity  of  stating  it ;  for  Your  Majesty 
must  feel  that  a  woman's  character  is  degraded, 
when  it  is  put  upon  her  to  make  such  statement, 
at  the  peril  of  the  contrary  being  credited,  unless 
she  decidedly  contradicts  it.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  s 
absence  from  the  country,  prevents  my  calling 
upon  him  to  attest  the  same  truth.  But  I  trust 
when  Your  Majesty  shall  find,  as.  you  will  find, 
that  my  declaration  to  a  similar  efiect,  with 
respect  to  the  other  gentlemen  referred  to  in  this 
Report,  is  confirmed  by  their  denial^  that  Your 
Majesty  will  think  that  in  a  case^  where  nothing 
but  my  own  word  can  be  adduced,  my  own 
word  akme  may  be  opposed  to  whatever  little 
remains  of  credit  or  weight,  may,  after  all  the 
Above  dbservations^  be  supposed  yet  to  belong 
to  Mr^.'^Ciok^  to  his  inferences,  his  insinuations, 
or  Jii» facts.  Not  indeed  that  1  have  yet  fedshed 
my  observatiops  on  Mr.  Cole's  credit;  but  I 
must  reserve  the  remainder,  till  I  consider  his 
evidence  ivith  respect  to  Mr.  Lawrence;  and 
titl  I  b«ve  occasion  to  comment  upon  tiie  iesti«» 
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mooy  of  Fanny  lioyd.  Then  indeed^  I  shall  be 
under  the  oecesaity  of  exbibitiDg  to  Your  Ma- 
jeaty  these  witnesses,  Fanny  ^  Lloyd  and  Mr. 
Cole,  (both  of  whom  are  represented  as  so  un- 
biassed and  80  credible,)  in  flat,  decisive^  and 
irreconcilable  contradiction  to  each  other. 

'^  The  next  person,  with  whom  my  improper 
intimacy  is  insinuated,  is  Mr.  Lawrence  the 
painter. 

'  ^'  The  principal  witness  on  this  chai^  is  ako 
Mr.  Cole :  Mr.  R.  Bi^good  says  nothing  about 
him:  Fanny  Lloyd  says  nothing  about  him; 
and  all  that  Mrs.  Lisle  says,  is  perfectly  tme, 
a^d  i  am  neither  able,  nor  feel  interested  to  con- 
tradict it.  That  she  remembers  my  sitting  to 
Mr.  Lawrence  for  my  picture  at  Blackheatb, 
and  in  London ;  that  she  has  left  me  at  hie  house 
in  town  with  him,  but  she  thinks  Mrs.  Fitzger^d 
was  with  U8;«and  that  she  thinks  I  sat  alone 
with  him  at  Blackheath."  But  Mr.  Cole  speaks 
of  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  a  manner  that  calls  for  par* 
ticular  observation.  He  says,  ''  Mr.  Lawrence 
the  painter  used  to  go  to  Montague  House  about 
the  end  of  1801,  when  he  was  paintti^  the  Prin« 
cess^  and  he  has  slept  in  the  house  two  or  three 
flights  together.  I  have  oftenseen  him  alone  with 
the  Princess  at  eleven  or  twelve  o^dock  at  aighf. 
He  has  been  there  as  late  as  <me  aiullBiM>'clock 
in  the  morning.  One  night  I  saj 
Primc€98  in  the  Btue  Boom^ 
Hired.    Some  time  aflerwarde,  whjM  I 

had  gone  to  his  room^  I  wemt  to  sie^ 
f  and  I  found  the  Btue  Room  door  lodM,  tmd 


hiArd  M  toteporoy  ,m  it;  and^  t  I9M<.4I0^." 
Hem  again»  .Your  M&ijegty  ol^serves^  Hk^t,  Mr.^ 
Cole  dMl8<\ki9ideadlieait  h\6yfB  againgti  lay  chaw 
flkcter  by  iasiajiatidOii.  Aod  here  again, .  hia  insi* 
matiOii  is  kft  anaifted  and  unexplained.  Jiherer 
widcmtaod  him  ta  insiauate  that,  though  he  sup* 
posed  Mr;  Lawrence  to  have  gone  to  hisrotoittf 
he*wa»8tiU  where  he  bad  said  he » last  left  him^ 
and  that  the  lofc^ed  door  prevented  him  h&0^ 
seeing,  me  and. Mr.  Lawrence  alone  together, 
whoae,  whispoHng  however,  he,  notwithstapdingf 
overheacd.  ,    m 

*^  Before,  Sire,  <  i  come  to  my  own  explanation 
of  the  /act  iOfi  Mn*  Lawrence's  sleeping.  Kt  JMonta^ 
gue  House,  I  must  again  refer  to  Mr.  Cole's  origin 
nal  d6cbHratibna.i  I  must  again  examine  Mt: 
Cfole,  agftiosil;  Mr.  Cole;  which  I  cannot  help 
lametttkie  it  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to 
othefSx  to  have  done;  as  I  am  persuaded  if  i^ 
hAdi>hia  tpwvaricatioDS,  and  his  falsehood  cpuld 
nei^er  bajve , esc&ped  them.  They  wonld.then 
have  i  been  .able  to  have  traced,  as  Your  ]M[a}esty 
will  ino.w  do,  through  my  observations,  .by  what 
degr^ea .  he  :  hardened  himself  up  to  the*  infamy 
(£ftr>lican  ute  no  ol^ctr.  expression)  of  statii^g  this 
facti  by  wUch  he;moiiin8  to  insinuate  that  be  heard 
me  and  Mr.  Lawreuce,  looked  up  in  the  Blue 
Raom^  whi^periDg  togelb^,  and  alone.  I  am 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  drag  i  our  Majesty  through 
so  long  a  detail ;  but  I  am  qon^dent  Your  M  ^jeel^'s 
goodness  and  love  of  justice,  will  jexcuseit,  as  it 
i&easeotial  to  the  viudioi^tion  A^  my  cbarapteir^ 
^  well  40  the  illustration.  q(  Mr.  Cole's.-  « 

^  4  k 
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«*  Mr.  Otde'ii  examuatim,  w  coatniied  in  kb 
frst  wriften  declwattolfi  df  the  11th  of  Juisarj^ 
has  nOthiag  of  tbid.    I  taieim  not  to  Miy  tlnit 
it  has  nothing  concfeifniiig  Mr.  La«FMttoe^  ibr  it 
has  diuch,  which  '  is    calotilatad   ts  oocaiMi 
unfavourable  inter^etSfldkifis,  aiAd  giwn  ^wA  a 
new  to  that  ^hjeot.      fiut  ^al:  dreu&sla^jM^ 
as  f   submit  to    Your  Majesty,  matenn  the 
weight   of  my    observation.     Had  AeM  been 
nothing  in  his  first  dedaratito  about  Mr.  Law* 
rfence  at  all,  it  might  hare  be«a  imisginedy  tkat 
perhaps  Mr.  Lawrence  escaped  his  reeoUection 
altogether;  or  that  hk    declaration   had  he&i 
solely  directed  to  other  persons ;  bat  as  it  does 
contain  observations  respectmg  Mr.  Lawrenoe, 
but  nothing  of  a  locked  door,  or  the  wliiapering 
within  it  ;'^how  he  happened  at4hat  tiaoe  not  to 
recollect,  or  if  h)e  recollected,  not>>  itt»titi<Ni  ao 
very  striking  and  remarkable  a  oirGiiinataiiee, 
is  not,  I  should  imagine,  very  fiati0faeleirMy  to  be 
explained.     His  statemeat  in  thttt  fiwt  decdara- 
lion  runs  thus :  ^  In  ISOl/LaWfenee^  the  ]^aiiit«r, 
*^  was  at  Montague  House^  fbrfburor  Are  days 
^  at  a  time^  painting  the  l^riiieesis^^  pictare.  TfaAt 
^  he  was  frequently  aloiie  late  in^the  night  vriAiliM 
^  Princei^s,'  and  much  suspiciOfi  was  entettained 
**  of  him/'    My.  €<ile'is  nei^t  d^laration,  alt  least 
the   Wxt    which  *  appear   tiidionjg   the    wviltjaa 
declarations^  was  taken  on  the  14th  of  Jamaflpy; 
itIRoeta  -not  nlentiott  Mr.  LkWt^te"^  name,  Init 
''^fthas  this  passage.      When    Mr.  Cole    foatnd 
the  drawing-room,  1/vhich  led  to  the  stsuii>caae  ^ 
^  the  Princess's .  apartments,  Ibck^,  (whith  Yo«* 


M sgifllgr  kmm»  is  i\»  rano-Jirfaicb  -tha  ^itoMses 
call  tibe  Blue  RooiA^  he  dMa'aot  koow  whetlief 
WKf  ptraon  was  iHth  h^ ;  but  it  appeared  odd 
tDhim*  aa  Jm  had  Iwmed  Bome  auapkiona»^' 
!ISke  strikuif  and  importaat  Qhservatioa  oa  tiiis 
paaaagc  ia^  that-ivheii  h^finst  talks  of  the  dodr 
of  the  dtiviiMg-ro0m  wbnhig  lo^  «o  fyr  from 
Us  fnentioniiig  any  thing:  of  whiBpmitig. .  Ifemi 
mtetheatiy  bo*  oxpro^sly '  6fty3,  that  he  did  not 
knowtbat  aay  body^  waa^wttb  me«  The  paasage 
iat  Itikemad  desesriiig  Your  Majesty's  most 
HomMis  coDsidetfatioti  on  another  grauad«  For 
it  is  one  of  those  Mrbich'  shears « that  Mr.  Cole, 
though  we  have  four  soparate  declarations  made 
by  hott,  has  .oertaiply  made  other  stateiuoAt^ 
wfaicb'  baT4>  not'  btieU'  transmitted  to  Your 
Mi^estgn; .  for.  it  e^idedtly  tefors  to  somf thing 
wfaiidrihiB  hbd'iiaid  .befor^^  of  havii^  found  th^ 
draiviii^f  room  door  locked,  au4  uo  trace  pf  such 
aatatenieiit  isc&idoytpablo  in  the  prvsviou$i  eiitir 
jBMiatioa  of  Mr.  Cokw  as  1  have  oreeeivedi  it ; .  saA 
I  hmre  te  doubt»  Ibat  im  ^bediaiae  to  ^lOv 
Majesty's  icommandSf  I  have  at  leqgth  beioti 
fomishediMrkb  the  tfhokvr.  I.  don't  kAMr  inde?df 
. Aat  it  should  be  naltev.of  comfilaint  'frqin  iM, 
that  Your.  Majesty  h«l)  not  been  fomifl^  with 
^  Hue  stateiheiils  of  Mr.iCole,  beetAid^  fro^ 
thesauapfe. I  see« <of  tiietai,  \  caouot  suppose ihrtt 
asy  (rf  thaopL  could  .have  finished  any  thing 
fahrofable  to  me»  exeept.iiideed,  that* they  inight 
have  furnished  me  ifitb*fresh  means  of  coatradic- 
'tiiag^imby  himself 
.  ^^Vt^l^uff.  Majesty,  will  sfee  that  there  have 
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been  otker  statembntt' iiot  comnranicailmi ;  a 
enrcumetanee  of  which'  both  You^^Majestf  aad  i 
have  reason  to  comphml.  Bnt  it  may  he  out 
of  its  place  (nrther  to  notice  thatfKt-atpiesenL 

«« 1V>  retam  tkerdbre  to  Mr.  Coie;— ;ln  his 
third  declamtion,  dated  the  30th '  of  Jatraarjr, 
there  ia  not  a  word  about  Mr.'  LawKocok  In 
ilia  fourth  and  lafit^  which  is  dated  cbtbe  iSrd  of 
February,  he  says,  *'  the  person  who  iraa  alone 
^  with  the  lady  at  late  hours  of  the  Mght  twelve 
''^  and  one  o^clocki)  and  wiiom  he  left  eittiog  iqp 
**  after  he  went  to  bed,  was  Mr.  Lawrence,  winch 
«  happened  two  diflferent  nights/'  Here  la  tike- 
wise  another  trace  of  a  fornier  statement  which 
is  not  given ;  for  no  snch  person  is  mentioned 
before,  in  any  that  I  have  beenifiimisfaed  with. 

^^  Your  Majesty  th^  heie  observes,  that,  after 
havuig  given  evidence  in  two  of  his  declarations, 
respecting  Mr.  Lawmce  by  name,  in  whiob  he 
^Mutions  nothing  of  locked»4)ooffs>*HMMl  after 
liaviligih  another  debiantiM,  given  laaacmnnt 
^  a  locked  door,  bot  >  ejepressly  stated  &ast  he 
'knew  not  ^hMher  atiyione  was  with  me  w||ijn 
tit;  siad  said  4iOthiogiabo4rt  whispering  being^dvo- 
<hieiuNl;:bat^MQ(pliedIjF 'at 'feast,  negatived  itr^-^ 
^ther  tte^sitionf  befoie'  the  Compnissioiiers,  he 
(puts  att  these  tbiikgs'  together,  «id  has  the  hardi- 
hood ^to.*  add  to  them  ithat  remarkable  eircnm- 
^tantco','  which '  coaM  not  have  escaped  ^his  reool- 
leotioq  at  tiiie:  first,  'if  il  had -been  trae,  **^  his 
"  haviag  on  the  same  nighty  in  which  he.  tend 
'*  me  and  Mr.  Lawrence  alone,,  ^er  the* ladies 

were  gfoile  to  bed,  coDie  iag^n  t^tbeitoom, 


^*,  mbmre  he  thottght  Mr*  Lawrence  diuifc  -bil^^ 
^<  f^ired^  miA  Aiund  the  door  locked,  MMl 
«^  hMrd  the  whifiperiBg  ;*'  and  theki  agaiii  he 
giYM  avolher  instance  qI  bis  honesty,  and  upon 
ihe  jsame  principle  on  nfdiich  be  took  no  notice 
^tha  man  in  the  great  c<4t,  he  finds  the  door 
locked,  hears  the  whisperings  and  dien  he 
silently  and  contentedly  r^res. 

^'  And  this  wttnaw,  who  thus  not  obly^  varies 
iniUs  testimony,  but*  contradicts  himiself  in  sudh 
kmfkntant  particulars,  is  one  of  those  who  cannot 
•be  suspected  of  an  unfavorable  bias,  fOid  whose 
veracity  is  not  to  be  questioned,  and  whose 
eiiidence  most  be  credited  till  decidedly  con- 
tradicted. ' 

^^  These  observations  ni%ht  probably  be  deemed 
anfficientvupon  Mr.  Cole's  deposition,  as  iitr  as  it 
TCspects  Mr.  Lawr^ice ;  bat  1  (cafnoot  be  satis- 
fied without  explaining  to  Yoor  Majesty  all  the 
•tnith»>  aad  the  particulars  respecting  Mn  Law- 
mace,  which  I  recollect. 

**  What  I  recollect  then  is  as  follows.  He 
.began  si  large  picture  of  me  and  ifny  Daughter 
towards  the  lattar  end  of  the  year  1^800,  or  the 
beginMg  ^  i801.  Miss  Garth  and  Miss  Hay- 
man'  were  in  the  house  wilili  me  at  the  time.  The 
fui^tiire  was  painted  at  Montague  Home.  Mr. 
Lawnrence  mentioned  to  Miss  Hayman,  his  wish 
to  be  perakitted  to  remain  some  few  i^hts  in  the 
iiottse,  that  by  rising  early  he  might  begin' paint* 
Jog  on  the  pii^ture,  before  the  Prioeess  Chariotte 
.(wbose  residence  bang  at  •  that  time  at  Shooters 
Hill,  she  was  eimUedtocotne  vearly)  or  myself, 
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ascertaiofdl  w4i«t  Mn.  lisk  may  kare  left  itf 
doid>t?  The  Gommission^rs,  I  give  them  flie* 
fillkst:  credit,  were  mtiafiedi  that  Mrs:  liele^ 
iioti^ht  correctly  upon  this  fact^  and  that  Mn.: 
Fitzgerald,'  if  she  had  been  sent  for  again,'  would' 
so  have  proved  it,  and  therefore  that  it  would 
haf  e  been  troubling  her  to  no  purpose.  But  th]» 
it  is,  of  which  I  conceiYe  myself  tq  have  most 
veaaon  to  complain ; — ^that  the  eacaminaticHia  in 
several  instances  have  not  been  followed  up,  sa 
WB  to  remove  unfavourable  impressions* 

^'  I  cannot  but  feel  satisfied  that  the  Commis- 
sioners  would  have  been  glad  to  have  been  war- 
ranted in  negativing  all  criminality,  and  all  sus- 
picion on  this  part  of  the  charge^  as  completely^ 
and  hanorabfy  as  they  have  done  on  the  principal 
charges  of  pregnancy  and  ddivery .  They  traced 
that  part  of  the  charge '  with  ability,  sagacity, 
diligence,  and  perseverance ;  and  the  result  was 
the  complete  saCis&ction  of  my  innocence ;  com- 
plete detection  of  the  falsehood  of  my  accusers. 
Eoioouraged  by  thcSir  success  in  that  part  of  their 
Inquiry,  I  lament  that  ^hey  did  not,  (as  they 
thimght  proper  to  enter  into  the  other  part  of  it 
at  411,)  ^itE  similar  industry  pursue  it  Ifthey^ 
had,  I  am  confident  they  would  have  pmmtod  it 
with  the  same  success;  but  though  they  had 
convicted  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  of  ftdse- 
hood,  they  seein  to  have  thought  it  impoaiible  to 
9U9pect  of  the  same  falsehood,  any  other  of  the 
witnesses,  though  produced  by  Sir  John  and 
V  Douglas.  The  most  obvious  means^  there*' 
of  .trying  their  credit,  by  comparing  their 
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evidence  with  what  they  had  said  before^^seenis 
to  me  to  have  beea  omitted.  Many  facts  are 
left  apon  surmise  only,  and  insinuation ;  obvious 
meaos  of  getting  further  information  ou  doubtful, 
and  suspicious  circumstances,  are  not  resorted 
to ;  and,  as  if  the  important  matter  of  the  Inquiry 
(on  virhich  a  satisfactory  conclusion  had  been 
formed)  was  all  that  required  any  very  attentive 
or  accurate  consideration,  the  remainder  of  it 
was  pursued  in  a  manner,  which,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  pressure 
of  what  may  have  been  deemed  more  important 
duties — and  of  this  I  should  have  made  but  little 
complaint,  if  this  Inquiry,  where  it  is  imperfect, 
had  not  been  followed  by  a  Report,  which  the 
most  accurate  only  could  have  justified,  and  which 
such  an  accurate  Inquiry,  I  am  confident^  never 
could  have  produced. 

''  If  any  credit  was  given  to  Mr.  Cole's  story  of 
the  locked  door,  and  the  whispering ;  and  to 
Mr.  Lawrence  having  been  left  with  me  so  fre- 
quently of  a  night  when  my  ladies  had  left  us ; 
why  were  not  all  my  ladies  examined  ?  Why 
were  not  all  my  servants  examined  as  to  their 
knowledge  of  that  fact  ?  And  if  they  had  been 
so  examined,,  and  had  contradicted  the  fact 
fiwom  to  by  Mr.  Cole,  as  they  must  have  done, 
had  they  been  examined  to  it ;  that  alone  would 
.  have  been  sufficient  to  have  removed  his  name 
from  the  list  of  unsuspected  and  unquestionable 
witnesses,  and  relieved  me  from  much  of  the 
suspicion  which  his  evidence,  till  it  was  examined, 
was  calculated  to  have  raised  in  Your  Majesty's 

^  4  L 
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mind. '  And  to  close  this  statement^  and  these 
observations,  and  in  addition  to  tliem^  I  most 
solemnly  assert  to  Yont  Majesty^  that  Mr.  Law* 
rence,  neither  at  his  own  house  nor  at  mine,  nor 
any  where  else,  ever  was  for  one  moment,  by 
night  or  by  day,  in  the  same  room  with  me  when 
the  door  of  it  was  locked ;  that  he  never  was  in 
my  company  of  an  evening  alone,  except  the 
momentary  conversation  which  Mn  Lawrence 
speaks  to,  may  be  thought  an  exception ;  and 
that  nothing  ever  passed  between  him  and  me, 
which  all  the  world  might  not  have  witnessed. 
And^  Sire,  I  have  subjoined  a  deposition  to  the 
same  effect  from  Mr.  Lawrence. 

''To  satisfy  myself  therefore,  and  Your  Ma- 
jesty^ I  have  shewn,  I  trusty  by  unanswerable  ob- 
servations and  arguments,  ^  that  there  is  no  color 
for  crediting  Mr.  Cole,  or  consequently^  any  part 
of  this  charge  which  rests  sol^y  on  his  evidence. 
But  to  satisfy  the  requisition  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, 1  have  brought  my  pride  to  submit  (thoogh 
not  without  great  pain,  I  can  assure  Your  Ma- 
jesty,) to  add  the  only  contradictions  which  I 
com:eive  can  be  given,  those  of  Mr.  Lawrence 
and  myself. 

**  The  next  person  with  whom  these  examina- 
tions chai^  my  improper  familiarity^  and  yriA 
regard  to  which  the  Report  represents  the  evi- 
dence as  particularly  strong,  is  Captain  MaxAiy. 
With  respect  to  him>  Mr.  Cole's  examinatkm  is 
silent.    But  the  evidence  on  which  the  Ccmimis* 

oners  rely  on  this  part  c^the  casei  i»  Mr.  Bid- 

kI's,  Miss  Fanny  liojd'B,  and  Mffs.  Liale's. 
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It  trnpaois  my  conduct  at  tbree  different  places ; 
at  Montuf^e  House,  S^utbend^  and  Ramsgate. 
I  iftkaU  preserve  the  facts  aiid  piy*  observations 
more  distiucti  if  I  consider  tbe  evidence  as  appU* 
cabl0  lO'tbese  three  places^  separately  and  in  its 
ordfar;  and  I  i^refer  this  mode  of  treating  it,  aa 
it  will  enable  ne  to  consider  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  lisle  in  the  first  place,  and  consequently 
put  it  out  of  the  reach  of  the  harsher  observations, 
which  1  may  be  under  tbe  necessity  of  making/ 
upon  the  testimony  of  the  other  two*  For  though 
Mrs.  Lisle  indeed,  speaks  to  having  seen  Cap- 
tain Manby  at  East  Cliffy  in  August,  1803,  to  the 
best  of  hw  remembrance,  it  was  only  <Hijce;  she 
£(peaks.to  hiA  meeting  her  at  Deal  in  the  sanae 
sei^OB;  that  be  landed  there  witb  soma  boys 
whom  I  took  <aL  charity,  and  who  were  under 
h|S  ear^ ;  yei  she  speaks  of  nothing  there,  which 
can  leqww  a  wagle  obi^^c^tion  feom  me.  The 
material  parts  of  her  evidence  respect  ber  seeii^ 
him  ftt  Bla^kbeatb,  the  Christmas  before  sbe  had 
seen  him  at  East  Cliff.  She  says  it  iras  the  Christ* 
mas  after  Aft*  Aurtm's  child  came,  consequently 
the  Christmas  1803-3.:  He  used  to  come  to  dine 
there,  she  says;  be  always  went  away  in  her  pre«» 
9eiice,  and  she  Imd  no  reason  to  tiiiiik  ha  staid 
^tor  the  ladies  retired.  He  lodged  on  the  heath 
at  that  tisds ;  hiS'  ship  was  fitting  up  at  Deptford ; 
he  came  to  dinper  three  or  four  times  a  week,  or 
more«  She  supposes  he  might  b#  alone  with 
th4  Princess^  bot  that  she  was  in  the  habili  of 
seeing  gentlemen  and  tradesmen,  witboot  her 
bjeifig  piesent^    Shp  (Mrs.  lisle)  has  seeu  him  at 


628  '^HK  ttOTAL  WANMABlt^  Oft, 

luncheon  and  dinner  both-  The  bayaf  (twa  boytf) 
came  with  Him  two  or  Ihree  times;  *lrat  not  to 
dinner.  Captain  Manby  alwayid  sat  next  tiie 
Princess  at  dinner.  The  constant  company  were 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald  and  herself^  all  retired  wfthtbe 
Princess,  and  sat* in  the  same  room.  Captain 
Manby  generally  retired  about  eleven ;  and  sat 
with  ns  all  till  then:  Captain  Manby  and  tiie 
Princess  used,  when  we  were  together,  to  be 
speaking  together  separately,  conversing  aepa- 
rately,  but  not  in  a  room  alone.  He  was  a  per- 
son with  whpm  the  Princess  appeared  to  have 
greater  pleasure  in  talking,  than  wi&  her  ladies. 
Her  Hoyal  Highness  behaved  to  him  ONLY, 
as  any  woman  wotddj  who  Wees  JUrting»  She, 
(Mrs.  Lisle)  would  not  haoe  thought  tffijf  married 
woman  would  have  behaved  properfyj  who  behaved 
as  her  Royal  Highness  did  to  (Utptam  Mafiby. 
She  ean*t  say  whether  the  Princess  was  aUaeksd  to 
Captain  Manby,  only  that  it  was  a  flirting  cmidaet. 
She  never  saw  any  gallantries,  as  kissing  her 
hand,  or  the  like.*' 

"  I  have  cautiously  stated  the  whole  of  Mrs. 
liste's  evidence  upon  this  part  of  the  cas^;  and 
I  am  sure  Tour  Majesty,  in  reading  it^  wHl  not 
fail  to  keep  the  facts  which  Mrs.  Lisle  ispeaks  to, 
separate  from  the  opinion,  or  jndgiKient,  which 
she  forms  upon  them.  I  m«an  n6t  lo  speak 
disrespectfully,  or  dightingly  of  Mrs.  lisle's 
opinion,  or  to  ekpress  myself  as  in  any  di^gree 
indifferent  to  it.  But  ^atever  there  was  which 
^  observed  in  my  conduct,  that  did  npt 
^ome  a  married  wcmian,  **  that  was^@MLY  like 


a  woman  who  liked  flirtmg/'  and,  ''  ONLY  a 
flirting  conduct,"--^!  arii  GonTioced  Yow  M^estjr 
mast  be  satisfied  that  it  diust  have  heen  £u 
dbtant  Irom  affording  any  evidence  of  crime,  df 
vice,  or  of  indecency,  as  it  passed  openly  in  the 
company  of  my  ladies^  of 'whom  'Mrs.  Lisle 
herself  was  one. 

^*  The  facts  she  states  are,  that  Captain  Manby 
came  very  frequently  to  my  house;  that  he 
dined  there  three  or  four  times  a  week,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1802 ;  that  he  sat  next  to 
me  at  dinner;  and  that  my  conversation  after 
dinner^  in  the  evening,  used  to  be  with  Captain 
Manby,  separate  from  my  ladies.  These  are  the 
facts ;  and  is  it  upon  them,  that  my  character,  I  will 
not  say,  is  to  be  taken  away,  but  is  to  be  affected  ? 

*<  Captain  Manby  had,  in  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year,  been  introduced  to  me  by  Lady 
Townshend^  when  I  was  upon  a  visit  to  her  at 
Rainham*  I  think  he  came  there  only  the  day 
before  I  left  it.  He  was  a  naval  officer  as  I 
understood,  and  as  I  still  believe,  of  great  merit. 
"What  little  eicpence  in  the  way  of  chafity,  I 
am  aUe  to  afford,  I  am  best  pleased  to  dedicate 
to  the  education  of  the  children  of  poor^  but 
honest' persons ;  and  I  most  generally  bring"  them 
up  to  the  service  of  the  navy.  I  had  at  that 
time  two  boys  at  school,  whoiti  I  thought  of  an 
age  to  be  put  to  sea.  L  desired  Lady  ToNivo* 
ehend  to  prevail  upon  Captain  Manby  to  take 
them.  He  consented  to  it;  and  of  course  i  wa9 
obliged  loh)m«  i  ,.    : 

^'  About  this  time^. or. shortly  ^sfilierwards,  hf 
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was  appointed  to  the .  Afrieauie^  a  ship  whlcli 
Was  fittiiii;  up  at  Deptford.    To  be  sear  his  abip» 
as  I.imderetood  aod  bslieive,  he  todi:  lodgings  at 
Mackheath ;  and  as  to  the  saere  hct  4»f  his  baag 
so  frequently  at  my  house^ — his  iatiwacy  wid 
friendship  with   Lord    and  Lady  Townsbend, 
which  of  itself  was  assurance  to  me  of  his  res* 
pectability  and  character, — ^my  pleasme  in  shew- 
ing respect  to  them,  by  notice  and  attrition  to  a 
friend  of  theirs^ — his  undertaking  the  care  of  my 
charity  boys— and  his   accidental  resadeoce  at 
fitackheath,  will,  I  should  trust,  not  unreasonably 
account  for  it.    I  have  a  similar  account  likewise 
to  give^  of  paying  for  the  linen*  furniture  with 
which  which  bis  cabin  was  fur&isfaed.     Wishing 
to  make  him  some  return  for  his  trouble  with  the 
boyS)  I  desired  that  I  might  choose  the  paattem 
of  his  furniture.    1  not  only  cheee  it,.  IhA  had  it 
sent  to  him,  and  paid  the  bin ;  finding,  however, 
that  it  did  not  come  to  mfore  than  about  twenty 
pounds,  I   thought  it   a  shabby  preeent,  and 
therefore  added  some  trifling  present  of  plate- 
So  I  have  frequently  done,  and  I  hope  wilboiA 
oflfenoe  may  be  permitted  to  do  again,  to  any 
Captain  on  whom  1  impose  such  trouUek.    Sir 
Samuel  Hood  bas  now  two  o£  my  charity  boys 
with  him;     and  I  have  pisesentad  hin  with  a 
silver  epargne.    I  should  be  ashained  4e  notice 
such  thipigs,  but  You>  Majesty  perosives'  that 
they  are  piade  the  stt^fect  of  Inqimry  fsem  Mrs. 
Fitsgerald,  and  Mr.  ^tiketnan,  and  1  was  desirous 
that  they  should  not  appear  to  he  jni^Mlar  in 
tlie  ease  of  Claptaki  M^by.  . 


/       IBUQIU  OF  CARO&OiX.  ^1 

^  Bat  to  return  to  Mrs;  Usie'd  examkiatioiMi* 
Mm.  Lisle  says,  that  Captain  Manby,  when  he 
dined  with  me,  sat  next  to  me  at  dinner.  Before 
any  inference  is  drawn  from  that  fact,  I  am  smM 
Your  Majesty  will  observe,  that  in  the  next  line 
of  Mrs.  Lisle's  examination,  she  says,  *'  that  the 
constant  company  was  Mrs.  and  Miss  Fitzgerald, 
and  herself^  Mrs.  Lisle."  The  only  gentleman, 
the  only  peiBon  of  the  whole  party  who  was  not 
of  my  own  family,  was  Captain  Manby;  and 
his  sitting  next  me,  Hmder  such  circumstances, 
I  shonld  apprehend  could  not  possibly  afford  an 
inference  of  any  kind.  In  the  erening  we  were 
never  alone.  The  whole  company  sat  together ; 
nay,  as  to  bis  being  alone  with  me  of  a  morning, 
Mrs.  Lisle  seems  to  know  nothing  of  the  fact, 
but  from  a  conjecture  founded  upon  her  know- 
ledge of  my  known  usual  habit,  with  respect  to 
seeing  gentlemen  who  mig^t  call  upon  me.  And 
the  very  foundation  of  her  conjecture,  d^nouh 
strates  that  this  circumstance  can  be  no  evidence 
of  ai|y  thing  particular  with  regard  to  Captain 
Manby. 

'^As  to  my  conversing  with  Captain  Manby 
separately,  I  do  not  understand  Mrs.  Lisle  as 
meaning  to  eqpeak  to  the  state  of  the  conversation 
uninterruptedly,  during  the*  whole  of  any  of  the 
several  evenings  when  Captain  Manby  was  with 
me;  if  I  did  so  understand  her,  I  shoold  certainly 
most  confidently  assert  that  Ae  was  not  correet ; 
tiiat  in  the  course  of  the  evesing,  as  the  ladies 
were  ivoridng,  reading,  or  otherwise  amiMsridg 
kheiAselves,  die  conversation  was  sometimes  w^te 
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merit,  sorely,  and  not  Mrs.  Lisle's.  Mrs*  iisle^» 
jitd^entwaft  formed  upon  tkose  fWcts  which  she 
stated  to  tlie  Commissioners,  or  upas  oIlierrfiBicts* 
If  v|Mii  those  she  stated,  the  Comtttissicinera  and 
Your  Maje^yv  s^re  as  wdl  afche  to  form  the  judge- 
ment, npbh  them;  as  she  was.  If  apoa  other  fisds, 
the  GomnuBeftoacrs  sbouki  hare  hfeard  what  thoie 
othefr  fhcts  weoe,.  nnd  upon  them  haT.e  fiarmed 
and  n^orttd  (Ueir  jod^evt 

^*  I  am.  uwafe  indeed,  that  if  1  were  to  argue 
that  the  facts  which  Mrs.  J^isle  steteh,  affi^rd  the 
explahtttii6n  bi  whai  iht^  meane  hf  ^  only  flirting 
cooduet,'*  uod  by  '^.befaaviomr  usbecosEmi^  a 
married  woman;'*  namely,  that  it  cohsisted  ia 
hanogibe:same^^nfleikiah  to  dinewsti  me  three 
or*  four  timies  a  Week  ;-'4etting  Uib  sit  Bext  rot 
at  diimar;  wheni  there  were  no  other  strangers  in 
compaixy  ;-r-€oqfrer8iiiff  with  him  se][>anite1y,  and 
appearing  to  prefer  his  conversation  io  that  of 
tiie  fatdJes^-^  wotdd)  be  observed  probably,  that 
Ms  was  wot  all;  that  there  was  alwayft  si  certain 
ihiiescribablr  someUMig*  in  maimer,  which  gave 
tiife  chtoaeler  to  oondhct,  and  mnsEt  haire  entered 
maiAltp  into  such  a  judgment,  as  JlCrs.  Lible  has 
ktoe  pranodBced.. 

^Toaoestdindxtent  I  shosdd)  be  obliged  to 
agseet  tio.  thii.;.  b«it  if  I  am  to  have  any  {Prejudice 
(both  this  observatiott;  if  iifc  is  to  give  a  weight 
and  authority  to  Mrs*  ^le'i  judgm^t;  let  me 
have  the  advantage  of  it  also.  If  it  justifies  the 
conclusions  that  Mrs.  Lisle's  censure  upon  my 
^ohdiict  is  right,  it  requires  abo  that  equal  credit 
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l^^^  be.f^teo  to  tfae  quaJifioatioii^  tlie  limits 
smiitbe  rmtrictioo,  wbicb  sbe  herself  puto  npw 
thatQfloisiure. 

.''  fdK^.  Lisle,  i^eeiii^  all  the  facts  which  «h« 
relates,  and  observing  much  of  manner,  which 
{>f()r)¥lpa  J^he  could  not  describe,  liitiit9>theie£K|ilf^s- 
si^n  ''£liirtiqg  coiMluct/'  by  calling  it  'Vmiy 
flirting;"  trnd  says,  (upon  haviog  the  ^^Mstftaa 
asked  tp  her,  qo  doubt,  whether  from  the  whnU 
she  cQul4  collect,  that  1  was  attached  t^  Cap* 
tain  Manby) — ''  9he  could  npt  say  whether  1  waa 
attached. to  him>  my: conduct  was  not  of  a  nature 
that  proved  any  attachment  to  him,  it  was  only 
a  flirting  coinduct"  Unjust,  therefore,  as  I  think 
it,  that  any  imch  question  ahould  have  been  put 
to  Mnu  IMU9  or  that  her  judgment  should  have 
been  token  .at  all ;  yet,  wjbat  1  fear  from  it,  aa 
pressing  yrith  peculiar  hardship  upon  me,  is, 
tbat  though  it  is  Mrs.  Lisle^s  £nal  and  ultimate 
judgment  upon  the  whole  of  my  conduct ;  yet» 
when  delivered  to  Commiflsionera  and  Yoiya 
Msjesty,  it  becomes  evid^nca^  which,  conneoted 
with  all  the  iacts  on  which  Mrs.  Liyle  had 
formed  it,  n^ay  lead  to  still  furth^*  smd  fnore 
unfavorable  conclusions,  in  the  Qiinda  of  thnaa 
who  are  afterwards  to  judge  upon  it  ;*--!that  her 
judgment  will  be  the  foundation  of  other  jndg^ 
ments  against  me,  much  severi^  than  her  ownj; 
and  that  though  she  evidently  limits  her  apiniaii, 
and  by  payings  ''ONLY  flirting,'^  impliedly 
negatives  it  as  afibrdiug  any  indication  of  $my 
tbiqg  more  iinproper>  while  she  procaedaea|>r^M^ 
to  negative  it,  aa  affording  any  proof  of  attach* 
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ment ;  yet  it  may  be  tlioogllt  by  otherg,  to  jiMfify 
tbeir  considering  it  as  aspeeiestif  eooduct,  wbicb 
Bhewed  an  attachment  to  the  man  to  whom  it 
was  addi^ssed ;  which,  in  a  married  womaiii  was 
criminal  and  wrong. 

Wb^  Mm.  Lisle  exactly  means  by  anlyjlkrtmg 
eoftduct — what  degree  of  impropriety  of  conduct 
she  w^d  describe  by  it,  it  is  extremely  difficult, 
with  any  precision,  to  ascertain.  How  many 
wptflea  are  there,  most  virtaous,  most  truly 
modest,  incapable  of  any  thing  impure,  vicious 
or  immoral,  in  deed  or  thought,  who,  from  greater 
vivacity  of  spirits,  from  less  natural  reserve, 
firom  that  want  ef  caution,  which  the  very 
cofisdousness  of  innocence  betrays  them  into, 
conduct  themselves  in  a  mann^  which  a  woman 
ef  graver  character,  of  more^  reserved  disposition, 
but  not  with,  one.particle  of  superior  virtue^  Ainlcs 
too  incautious,  too  unreserved,  too  familiar ; 
and  which,  if  forced  upon  her  oath,  to  give  her 
opinion  upon  it^  she  might  feel  herself,  as  an 
hfoftest  woman,  bouud  Co  say  in  that  opiniott^ 
Iras  flirting  ] 

•  ''  But  whatever  sense  Mrs.  Lisle  annexfes  to  the 
word  '*  flirting,''  it  is  evident,  as  I  said  before^ 
tbat  she  cannot  mean  any  thing  criminal;  vicious, 
or  indecent,  or  any  thing  with  the  least  shade  of 
deeper  impropriety  than  what  is  necessarily 
expressed  in  the  word  *' flirting/'  She  never 
would  Wve  added^  as  she  does  in  both  instances^ 
tbiit  it  is  was  ONLY  flirting ;  if  she  had  tlioiight 
it'of  a  quality  to  be  recorded  in  .a  formal  Report, 

imongst  eircuoostances  whidi  muet  occasion  tiie 


••>  ^ 
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fMH  uiifevoiil*abl6  interpretations,  and  \v4iich 
deBened  the  most  serious  consideration  of  Your 
Majesty.  To  use  it  so,  1  am  sure  Your  Majesty 
must  see,  is  to  press  it  far  beyond  the  meaning 
which  she  would  assign  to  it  herself. 

^*  And  as  I  have  admitted  that  there  may  be 
much  iodescribable  in  the  manner  of  doing  any 
thing,  so  it  must  be  admitted  to  me  that  there  i^ 
much  indescribable,  and  most  material  also  in 
the  manner  of  saying  any  thing,  and  in  the  accent 
with  which  it  is  said.  The  whole-  context 
serves  much  to  explain  it ;  and  if  it  is  in  answef 
to  a  question,  the  words  of  that  question,  the 
manner  and  the  accent  in  which  it  is  asked; 
are  also  most  material  to  understand  the  pre* 
cise  meaning,  which  the  expressions  are  in-> 
tended  to  convey  ;  and  I  must  lament^  thwefore,* 
extremely,  if  my  character  is  to  be  affected  by 
the  opinion  of  any  witness,  that  the  questions  by 
which  that  opinion  was  drawn  from  her,  were 
not  given  too,  as  well  as  her  answers ;  and  if  this 
Inquiry  had  been  prosecuted  before  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Council,  the  more  solemn  and  usual 
coirse  of  proceeding  there,  would,  as  1  am 
informed,  have  furnished,  or  enabled  me  to  fui^ 
nish.  Your  Majesty  with  the  questions  as  well  as 
the  answers. 

*'  Mrs*  lisle,'  it  should  also  be  observed,  was  at 
the  time  of  her  examination  under  the  severe 
oppression  of  having  but  a  few  days  before  beard 
of  the  death  of  her  daughter ;  a  daughter  who 
had  been  happily  married,  and  who  had  lived- 
happily  with    her  husband,   in  mutual  attach* 
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meat  tiU  ber  denth.    The  very  circuaifstaiK^e  of 
her  tii^n  situation,  would  naturally  giye  a  graver 
and  teverer  c^st  to  ber  opinionA.    When  the 
question  was  proposed  to  her,  as  a  general  ques- 
tion, (and  1  presume  it  n^ust  have  been  so  put  to 
her)'wbetber  my  conduct  was  such  as  would 
become  a  married,  woman,    possibly  her  own 
dai]^bter*s. conduct,  and  what  she  would  have 
expected  of  her,  might  present  itself  to  her  mind. 
And  I  confidently  submit  to  Your   Majesty's 
better  judgment,  that  such  a  general  question, 
ought  not^  in  a  fair  and  candid  consideration  of 
my  case,  to  have  been  put  to  Mrs.  Lisle^  or  any 
other  woman.    For,  a^  to  my  conduct  being,  or 
not  being,  becoming  a  married   woman;    the 
same  conduct^  or  any  thing  like  it,  whicli  may 
occur  in  my  case^  could  dot  occur  in  the  case  of 
a  married  woman,  who  was  not  living  in  my 
unfortunate  situation ;  or,  if  it  did  occur,  it  must 
occur  under  circumstances  which  must  give  it, 
and  most  deservedly,  a  very  different  character. 
A  married  woman,  living  well  and  happily  with 
her  husband »  could  not  be  frequently  having  one 
gentleman  at  her  table,  with  no  other  .com|Muiy 
but  ladies  of  her  family ;  she  could  not  be  spend- 
ing her  evenings  frequently  in  the  same  society, 
and  separately  conversing  with  that  gentlemai^ 
unless  either  with  the  privity  and  consent  of  her 
husband,  or  by  taking  advantage,  with  some 
management,  of  his  ignorance  and  his  absence ; 
if  it  was  with  his  privity  and  consent,  that  very 
circumstance  alone  would  unquestionably  alter 
the  character  of  such  conduct ;  if  with  manage* 
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radnt  fitke  airoideci  liis  knowledge,  that  very 
raanagemant  woold  betray  a  bad  motive,  llie 
cases  tlierefore  are  not  parallel;  the  illustration 
is  liot  jnst  ;-^nd  the  question  which  called  for 
such  V  an  answer  from  Mrs.  Lisle,  ought  not^  in 
candour  and  fairness,  to  have  been  put. 

"1  entreat  Your  Majesty  however,  not  to 
misunderstand  me;^ — I  should  be  ashamed  in- 
deed to  be  suspected  of  pleading  any  peculiar 
or  unfortunate  cirtiomsts^ice,  in  my  situation,  as 
an  excuse  for  any  criminal  -or  inclecent  act. 
With  respect  to  subb  acts,  lAost  unquestionably 
such  circomstance  can  make  no  difference ; — > 
can  aflbrd  no  excise.  They  itiusf  bear  their 
oWn  oharabter  of  disgrace  and  infamy  Under  all 
circumstance.  But  there  are  acts,  which  are 
unbecoming  a  married  woman,  which  ought  td 
be  avoided  by  her,  from  an  apprehension  lest 
they-  should  render  her  husband  uii^asy,  i%ot 
because  they  might  give  him  any  reiason  to  dls^ 
trust  her  chastity;  her  virtue,  or  her  mdrals,  Inii 
because  they  might  wound  his  feelibgs^  by  indi- 
cating a  preference  to  the  society  of  another 
man  oT^r  his^  in  a  case  where  she  had  the  ofrtion 
of  both.  But  surely^,  as  to  such  acts,  they  must 
necels^arAy  bear  a  very  difi%f ent  character,  and 
receive  a  very  diflie^ent  constructiobi  in  a  ^ase 
whrdre,  unhappily,  there  can  b^  no  such  appre- 
hension, and  wtiere  there  is  ho  such'  option.  I 
nmst. therefore  b^  exeased'  f6r  dwelling  so  much 
upon  diis  part  oi  ^  case;  and  I  am  sure  Yotir 
Ma^ty  will  feel  me*  vrarranted  itt  saying,  what 
I  say  iiidi  a  confidence  e^tactlj  proportioned  to 
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'<  But  my  Qomplaint  k  the  ^annf  ^  to<(t  ptrticn- 
larlr  M^-  .  liale'«  opiokw,  but  «ay  penoa'0 
apinioiBw  set  up,  u  it  wer^  in  jadgmeoft  agtmst 
the  prafurbty  of  my  private  conduct.  Hour  wa«)d 
it  be  ^duredi  that  the  judgment  of  one  nun 
diouLd  be  <a8fced,  and  recorded  m  a  aoteiim 
Beport,  against  the  conduct  of  another,  either 
«ith  respect  to  his  behaviour  to  his  childreD,  or 
to  his  wifev  or  to  any  other  relatiyel  How 
If  <Mild  il  be  endured  in  genial,  and  I  trust  that 
my  case  ought  oot,  in  thia  reape<^,  te  form  aa 
txfleption,  that  one  woman  should,  in  a  aimilar 
manner  be  placed  in  judgmralb  vpon  the  condnct 
of  another?  And  that  judgment  be  r^orted, 
where  her  character  was  of  must  iinpoituice.to 
her^  as  amongst  thintgs  which  must  be  credited^ 
till  decidedly. contradicted?  Let  every  one  put 
thtfse  questions  home  to  their  owu  breasts*  and 
before  they,  impute  1  blame  to  me  fiir  protesting 
against  the  iaimess,  and  justice  of  this^rocedm^ 
asb:  how  they  would  feel  upop  it,  if  it  were  thsh* 
j^wnoase? 

^'  But,  perhaps^  th?y  cannot  bnng  their 
imaginations  to  conceive  that  it  would  €wer 
become  their  own  case.  A  few  moiitha  a^i,  I 
qould  not  have  believed  thU;  it  wouM  have  been 
jHiiiie. 

^^  But  the  just  ground  of  my  conplamft,  may 
imrhaps*  be  more  ea^^Iy  appreciated  and  Mt, 
by  supposing  a  more  lamiiiar,  but  an  analogous 
.case.  The  High  Treason,  with  which  1  was 
chargod,  was  supposed  to  be  ooauaEUttdd  m  the 
foul  crime  of  Adultery.      What  w«dd  bo  the 


impranioit  of  Your  Majesty,  whal  woold  be  the 
imprefiskm  iipob  the  mind  of  any  one^  acquainted 
witk  the  excellent  laws  of  Your  Majesty's  king- 
dom^ alid  the  admirable  adminislration  of  them» 
if,  upon  a  Conmiissian  of  this  kind^  secretly  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  any  man,  upon  u 
charge  of  High  Treason  against  thie  state,  tlve 
ComnisBioners  should  not  only  proceed  to 
inqait^  wfaefhet,  in  the  judgment  of  the  withes^ 
the  conduct  of  the  accused  was  such  as  became 
a  loyal  subject:  but,  when  the  result  of  tUe 
Inquiry  obliged  them  to  report  directly  against 
the  charge  of  Treason,  they  nevertheless,  should 
fecord  an  imputation  or  libel  against  his  diil- 
racter  for  loyalty,  ^  and  reporting  as  part  of  the 
evidence^  the  opinion  of  the  witness,  that  the 
elmduct  of  the  accused  was  such  as  did  not 
Vteome  m '  loyal  sul^ect,  should  furtfi€fr  report, 
that  ^e  efMeUce  cf  that  witness,  witiiout  spec^ 
fyiilg  any  part  of  it,  must  be  credited  till 
decidedly  Contradicted,  and  deserred  the  most 
serious  conmlefation?  How  could  he  appeal 
from  that  Report  ?  How  could  he  decidedly  con- 
tradict the  opinion  of  the  witness  ?  Sire,  there 
is  no  diHerence  between  this  supposed  citse  and 
mine,  but  this."— That  in  the  case  of  the  man, 
acharact^  for  loyalty,  however  injnred,  couM 
not  be  destroyed  by  siich  an  insinnaticin.  His 
lutuife  life  might  give  him  abundant  opportmiit^ 
ti  ftklsiiying '  the  justice  of  it  But  h  female 
chan^ter,  once  so  blasted,  what  hopei  or  chance 
hte  it  olP  recovery  ?    • 

**  Your  Majesty  will  net  MX  to  perceive,  that  I 
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have  pressed    this   part  of  the  case,  whfa    an 
earnestnesss  which  shews  that  I  have  felt  it.     1 
have  no  wish  to  disguise  from  Your  Majesty, 
that  I  have  feit  it,  and  felt  it  strongly.    It  is  the 
only  part  of  the  case  which  I  conceive  to  be  in 
the  least  degree  against  me,  that  rests  upon  a 
witness  who  is  at  all  worthy  of  Your  Majesty's 
credit.     How  unfair  it  is,  that  any  thing  she  has 
.  said  should  be  pressed  against  me,  I  trust  T  have 
sufficiently  shewn.    In  canvassing^  however^  Mrs. 
lisle's  evidence,  I  hope  I  have  not  forgot  what 
was  due  to  Mrs.  Lisle.     I  have  been  as  anxious 
not  to  do  her  injustice,  as  to  do  justice  to  myself. 
I  retain  the  same  respect  and  regard  for  Mrs. 
Lisle  now,  as  I  ever  had.    If  the  unfavorable 
impressions,  which  the  Commissioners  seem  to 
suppose,  fairly  arise  out  of  the  expressions  she 
jias  used,  I  am  confident  they  will  be  understood 
in  a  sense,  which  was  never  intended  by  her. 
And  I  should  scorn  to  purchase  any  advantage 
to  myself,  at  the  expense  of  the  slighteist  impu- 
tation, unjustly  cast  upon  Mrs.  Lisle  or  any  ene 
^Ise. 

*^  Leaving,  therefore,  with  these  observations, 
Mrs.  Lisle's  evidence,  I  must  proceed  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Bidgood.  The  parts  of  it 
which  apply  to  this  part  of  the  case,  I  mean'  my 
conduct  to  Captain  Manby  at  Montague  House, 
I  mean  to  detail.  They  are  as  follows.  i*  I  first 
observed  Captain  Manby  come  to  Montague 
House,  either  the  end  of  1805,  or  the  beginniilg 
1804.  I  was  waiting  one  day  in  the  anti- 
>m ;  Captain  Manby  had  bis  hat  in  his  hand, 
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and  appeared  to  be  goingaway ;  he  was  a  long 
time  with  the  Princess,  and  as  I  stood  on  the 
stqps  waitmg,  I  looked  into  the  room  in  which 
they  were,  and  in  the  reflection  of  the  lookingi^- 
glass, :  I  saw  them  salute  each  other.  I  mean 
that  they  kissed  each  other's  lips.  Captain 
Maoby  then  went  away.  I  then  observed  the 
Princess  have  her  handk«chief  in  her  hands, 
and  wipe  her  eyes,  as  if  she  was  crying,  and 
went  into  the  drawing-room."  In  his  second 
deposition,  on  the  3rd  of  July,  talking  of  his  sus- 
picions of  what  passed  at  Southend,  he  says, 
*'  they  arose  from  seeing  them  kiss  each  other, 
as  I  mentioned  before,  like  people  fond  of  each 
other; — ^a  very  close  kiss/' 

*^  In  these  extracts  from  his  depositions,  there 
can  undoubtedly  be  no  complaint  of  any  thing 
being  left  to  inference.  Here  is  a  fact,  which 
must  unquestionably  occasion  almost  as  un- 
favourable interpretations,  as  any  fact  of  the 
greatest  impropriety  and  indecorum,  short  of  the 
proof  of  actual  crime.  And  this  fact  is  positively 
and  affirmatively  sworn  to.  And  if  this  wit- 
ness is  truly  represented,  as  one  who  must  be 
credited  till  he  is  decidedly  contradicted; 
and  the  decided  contradiction  of  the  parties 
accused,  should  be  considered  as  unavailing,  it 
constitutes  a  chaige  which  cannot  possibly  be 
answered.  For  the  case  is  so  laid,  that  there 
is  no  eye  to  witness  it,  but  his  own ;  and  there- 
fore there  can  be  no  one  who  can  possibly  con- 
tradict him,  however  false  his  story  may  be,  but 
the  persons  whom  he  accused.    As  for  me.  Sire, 
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there  kr  no  mode/  the  moat  Mlemn  tfaat  can  be 
•densed,  in  which  1  shall  not  be  anxious  and 
hmpi>jr  to  contradict  it.  And  I  .do  heM  DMwt 
aolemnly,  in  the  £BU*e  of  Hearen^  tnoat  directly  and 
pofliliTely'  aflfarm^  that  it  is  as  fbul^  malieiona,  and 
wieked  a  ftdsehood^  as  ever  ivas  invented  by  the 
malice  of  man.  CSaptain  M anby,  to  vAtom.  I 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  a|ipl]riog  for 
Ihat  pinrpose,  in  the  deposition  which  I  nnnez, 
most  directly  and  positively  denies  it  also. 
Beyond  these  oar  two  denials^  there  is  notlwif 
which  can  by  possibiiity  be  iScndhf  oppeaed  to 
Mr.  Bidgood's  evidence.  All  that  remains  te  be 
done,  is  to  examine  Mr.  Bidgodd's  credit^  and 
to  see  how  far  he  deserves  the  cbaraeter  vrhich 
the  Commissioners  give  to  him.  How  nnfonnd- 
^ly  they  gave  such  a  chafacter  to  Mr.  Gide, 
'Yonr  Majesty,  I  am  sati^&ed,  must  be  fidly 
<M>nvioced. 

'  y  I  suppose  tibere  must  be  some  mistake,  I  will 
not  call  it  by  any  harsher  name;  for  I  think 
It  can  be  no  more  than  a  mistake  in  Mr.  Bid- 
good's  saying,  that  the  first  time  he  knew 
Oaptain  Manby  ^me  to  Montogve  House,  was 
ift  the  end  of  1803,  or  the  beginning  of  1804 ;  im 
hft  first  came  at  the  end  of  the  former  year;* 
nnd  the  fiust  is,  that  Mr.  Bidgood  must  b*ve  seen 
him  then.  But  however,  the  date  is  eompaca- 
ttvdy  immaterial,  the  Csct*  it  is,  thAt  is  im- 
portant. 
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j\tid  ,here,  Sire,  «wre^  I .  luive  tli^  sfone  4coiii* 
pla^Ht  whiqh  I  hfivf  sp  ^en.  mged.  -  I  ^n9n}4. 
Bsk  Your  M^ijestx,  nvhether  1^  ^ot  {^  a  Prioo^fif 
Qf  Wales^  but  a  party  .aqqused^  h^d  not  a  nshj^U^ 
be  tboughty  and  to  be  {Resumed  innocent^  til), 
I  was  proi?ed  to  be  gqiity  ?  Let  me  ask,  if  tberf^ 
ever  could  e^st  a  case,  in  .wbicb  the  credit  of 
the  wi|ttt^i4  ought  to  have  beeo  niore  ae¥eFe)y. 
aift^d  and  tried?  The. fact  rested  solely  vp(fm 
his  single  assertion.  Howler  faisoi  it  coulii 
Mt  ))#ss^bly  veceiYe  fiootradictioii,  bat  froo  tb^ 
fmrtieR.  Tbe  story  itse^  surely  ia^  not  ¥f»iy 
frpbabl^.  My  chamcter  can&ot  be  con|;ideri4 
a4  tmder  Inquiry;  it  is  already  gone,  and  da-- 
cided  nffiQVL  by  those,  if  there  are  any  such,  who 
think  sfich  a  stovy  probable.*^Tbat  in  a  roovw 
witb  thp  door  open,  and  a  servant  kuowu  to  b^ 
waiting  ju^t  by,  we  should  have  acted  si|ch  a 
scs^ne  of  gross  indecency.  The  indiacxetipn.  jtt 
lea^W  ioight  have  re^deired  it  iniprobabie,  e^ea 
tQ  tbos^  whose  prejudices  aga^ist  me,  niigbt  bit 
pp^psiired  to  conceive  nptbing  imprgbable  iq  tbft 
indeqeaey  of  it.  Yet  this  seems  to  have  beeo 
received  as  i^  fact  that  there  was  no  reason  to 
question.  The  witness  is  assumed  without 
besitatioQ,  to  be  the  witness  of  truth,  of  qq* 
i|uestmutble  veracity>  Not  the  faioitest  trace  is 
these  to  be  foaud,  of  a  single  question  put  to 
hivii  to  try  and  aUt  the  credit  which  was  duQ  to 
biiHf  or  to  his  story. 

^*  Is  be  asked,  as  I  suggested  before  should 
bave  be€^  done  with  regard  to  Mr.  Cole^ — ^to 
wb^m  be  told  thi*  fact  before  ?    When  he  told 
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it?  What  was  done  in  consequence  of  this 
infonnatjon?  If  he  never  told  it,  till  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  Lady  Douglas's  statement, 
how  could  he,  in  his  situation^  as  an  old  serrant 
of  the  Prince,  with  whom  as  he  swears,  he  had 
lived  twenty-three  years,  creditably  to  himself^ 
account  for  having  concealed  it  so  long  ?  And 
how  came  Lady  Douglas  and  Sir  John  to  find 
out  that  fid  knew  it,  if  he  never  had  communi- 
cated it  before?  If  he  had  communicated  it, 
he  would  then  have  been  useful,  to  have  heard 
how  far  his  present  story  was  consistent  with  hiit 
former;  and  if  it  should  have  happened  that 
this  and  other  matters,  which  he  may  have 
stated,  were  at  that  time  made  the  subject  of 
any  Inquiry ;  then  how  far  that  Inquiry  had 
tended  to  confirm  or  shake  his  credit.  His  first 
examination  was^  it  is  true,  taken  by  Lord 
GtWvillie  and  Lord  Spencer  alone,  without  the 
aid  of  the  experience  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  Lord  Chief  Justice ;  this,  undoubtedly^  may 
account  for  the  omission;  but  the  noble  Lords 
will  forgive  me  if  1  say^  it  does  not  excuse  it, 
especially  as  Mr.  fiidgood  was  examkied  again 
on  the  3rd  of  July,  by  all  the  Commissioners,  atid 
this  fact  is  again  referred  to  then,  as  the  foun^ 
dation  of  the  suspicion  which  he  afterwards 
entertained  of  Captain  Manby  at  Southend. 
Nay,  that  last  deposition  affords,  on  my  part, 
another  ground  of  similar  complaint  of  the 
strongest  kind.  It  opens  thus : — **  The  Princess 
**  used  to  go  out  in  her  Phaeton  vrith  coachman 
^*  and  helper,  towards  Long  Reach»  eight  or  ten 
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^*  times/  cttrryihg  Ittneheon  and  wiiiie ;  irit|t  )mf^ 
when  Captoin  M^nbj'ssbip  was  at 'Long  R^acK 
alwtgfs  Mn.  FUzgertdd  toith  her.  She  wodIkI 
^'  go  out  at  one,  and  return  about  fire  or  six, 
*'  sometimes  sooner  or  later." 

^'  The  date  when  Captain  M anby's  ship  was 
lying  at  Long  Reach ,  is  not  given ;  and  there^r 
fore,  whether  this  was  before  or  after  the  scene 
of  the  supposed  salute,  does  not  appear.    But 
ibr  what  was  this  statement  of  Mr.  Bidgood's 
made?    Why  was  it  introduced?     Why  were 
these  drives  towards  Long  Reach  with  luncheon, 
coilnected  with    (^aptain    Manby's    ship  lying 
there^  at  the  time  examined  to  by  the  Commis- 
sioners?   The  first  point,  the  matter  foremost 
in  their  minds,  when  tbey  call  back  this  witness 
for  his  re-examination^  appears  to  have  been  these 
drives  towards  Long  Reiaoh.^-^Can  it  have  been 
for  any  purpose^  but  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
insinuation^  to.  leave  it  open  to  be  inferred,  that 
those  drives  were  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
Captain  Manby  ?   If  this  fact  was  material,  why^ 
in  the  name  of  justice,  was  it  so  left  ?    Mrs. 
Fitzgerald,  was  mentioned  by  name,  as  accom- 
panying me  in  them  all;  why    was    not   she 
called?    She   perhaps  was  my  confidant;   no 
troth  could  bavebeea  hoped  for  from  her ; — still 
there  were  my  coachman  and  helper,  who  like- 
wise   accompanied   me;    why   were   they    not 
called  ?    They  are  not  surely  confidants  too.«-* 
But  it  id>  for  what  reason  1  cannot  pretend  to 
say,  thought  sufficient  to  leave  this  fact,  or  rather 
this  insiiiiiation,  upon  the' evidence  of  Mr.  fiid- 
«  4  o 
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gobd>  v^h<^  only  saw^  or  could  am  the  way  I 
went  when^  1  set  out  upon  my  drive,  inatead  of 
having  the  fact  from  the  personi  who  coald 
apeak  to  the  whole  of  it ;  to  the  places  I  went  to ; 
to  the  persons  whom  1  met  with, 

**  Your  Majesty  will  think  me  justified  in 
dwelling  upon  this^  the  more  from  this  circum- 
Btunce,  because  I  know^  and  will  aliew  (o  Your 
Majesty,  on  the  testimony  of  Jonathan  ParUid^ 
which  I  annex,  that  these  drives,  or  at  least  one 
of  them,  have  been  already  the  object  of  previous, 
and  I  believe,  nearly  cotemporary  investigation. 
The  truth  is,  that  it  did  happen  upon  two  of 
these  drives,  that  I  met  with  Captain  Manby; 
IN  ONE  of  them  that  he  joined  roe,  and  went 
widi  me  to  Lord  £ardley's,  at  Belvidere,  and 
that  he  partook  of  something  which  we  had  to 
eat; — ^that  some  of  Lord  Eardley's  servants  were 
examined  as  to  my  conduct  upon  this  occa^on ; 
— and  I  am  confidently  informed  that  the 
servants  gave  a  most  satisfactory  account  of  all 
that  passed ;  nay,  that  they  felt,  and  have  ex- 
pressed, some  honest  indignation  at  the  foul 
suspicion  which  the  examination  implied.  On 
the  other  occasion,  having  the  boys  to  go  on 
board  the  Africaine,  I  went  with  one  of  my 
ladies  :to  see  them  on  boards  and  Captain  Manby 
joined  us  in  our  walk  round  Mr.  Calcraft's 
grounds  at  Ingress  Park,  opposite  to  Long 
Reach^  where  we  walked,  while  my  horses  were 
waiting.  We  went;it)to  no  bowe,  and  on  that 
occasion  had  nothing  to  eat. 

"  Perfectly  unable  to  accoMot  vJiy. these  facts 
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irore  not  more  folly  iftqiiii^d  iuto^Jdf  jdtoitglrt 
proper  to  be  inquired  into  at  alKd  retiur6  ;agaiii  U> 
*Mr  Bidgood's  evideace. '  -  As  for  m  it  regards 
my  conduct  iat  Montague  HouBe^  itisidonfiftAd  to 
the  circumitances,  ir^ich  1 '  have  already,  mcfti^ 
tioned.  And»  upon  those  oireumstaacw^^C'hav^ 
no  further  obsenration^  which  may  tenxl'to  illusf 
trate  Mr.  Eiidgood's  credit,  to  offer.  But/;Ilir«ift 
if,  from  other  parts  of.  his  evidence,  -Y/cwtf-iMa* 
jesty  sees  traces  of  the  strongest  .  prejudioeil 
against  me,  and  the  most  scandalous  infenincei 
drawn  from  circimnstaEn^esv  ^vhith  :Qatn/la:SO 
degree  support  them,*  Your  Mnjefity.  ivilLitKeii 
be  able  jtistly  to  appreciate  thle ;  CirfMljt  >  duq  tta 
every  part  of  Mr.  fiidgoodfs  evidenpei.  1>  I »  ;• .; 
.  *'  Under  the  other  head  Into  whiclf  iL'havIe 
divided  this  part  of  itbe  base,  I  mian  :*iy(  dont 
duct  at  Southend,  as  relativt;  to  Captain  Manbyi 
Mr..  Bidgood  is  more  •  substantial'  an4  partiieUlan 
His  statement  on  this  head  beginsi  l^y '  i^ewiii]^ 
that  I  was  at  Southedd  tittout  six  wa^ks  b^f^ra 
the  Africaine^  Captain  r  Mai6y's  slptpi  ^mve/i^i 
That  Mn  Sioard  waaSookingfMitiforrheksirpillil^ 
asifshei  was  expecfedl  lAnd  fts'i!biis<my})pra0-i 
tice  to  require  ds  constant  a;CQl'|[)eispobiienc^}jtf( 
be  kept  up  with  my  charity ibo^s^.Avlien.of^  b99^ 
of  ship,  asth^  nature  of  their  vsitus^^iQP  *m()}} 
admit  of;  and  as  Mr.  Sicard  is.  tUQ/p^(ppp:  yf\}9t 
manages  all  matters  concemifig{th«pfi;afl|l{9nt€m 
into  their  interests  with  the:ii[|Q8l;li»en4^y.9iayi€^3(y 

ft 

lie  certainly  was  apprized;  of  thepvoji^bllity  <tC 
tha  shipV  arrival  off  Southend^  bef((Mr^  9})e .  fj^ini/^l 
And  here  I  may  as  well  perbaps^  b}(^tM  ^^9 
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remorl:^  lihat  as  thw  loerreBpondoKe  'with  the 
boys  tfi^alwaysiindeip.covseit  to  theOaptaiii;  this 
«irauta8t4nee  may  Account  to  Your  MnJBSbf  ionr 
the^fM^i^ieh  is  staMd  by^aonelbfrthe  mtnesaes, 
of  aevfral  leUem  bfeiiigif|fyat  into  the  post  by 
fiicdrl,  ftome  of  "vnbick  bb  may  hare  reeeiTed 
from  m*^  1  ^faich  were  directed  to  Captain 
Mivttttyi;'^:     .'t    ' - 

- »^ ^' SaKMi/ after  the' aitiVal  of  .the  Afncaine, 
fao^ver^  :Bidgood  aays*  the  Captain  put  off  in 
hi»'  bofttiJ    8i<{ard  went  to<meet  Urn,  and  imaie- 
diatelyibrDiii^bt  bimrupc  to  me  and  my  ladifes ; — 
be  ditied  tbbmthieii;  aiid  came  fnaqqcptly  to  see 
Hie.    lltJWotrM'hiBtveibeea  ap  caadid,  if  Mr.  Bid- 
good  had  r<^rebetited!  tbe  ^facias  it  really  was, 
tbedgl  pet4iffpg- the  cincamstaineei  is.dot  very 
matertal  :-^tbait  itfae^- Captain  bnnight  the    two 
bpy»  hk  eh<Mis  ^^ilh  him  to  «ee  me,  and  this^  aa 
well  ai^  m^riy  otUeMcirctimstances^iobnected  jintti 
these  bey$^  tbe  e^^stence of  whom,  aaacconirir 
mg  iA  ^hy  degree  -for  the  interconrse  -betwMm 
die  dtid  Captain . M ailby^  odnld >  never  ha^te  beeta 
eblteoted  fnetln  ^eut  ofotftidgo6d-8  depdeitiomr, 
Siea«d  wto«dd  bai'et  eliatedi  if  tl^e  Commiaaioiiers 
had  estahlhK^d  himto  iti    But  though  he  is  thus 
^efetted  iOi  tlhough  ttis  name  ie  mentioped  about 
ihe  \dtl&*tf  iMstit  to  Captain  Manbyjr  he  does  n<rt 
Appear  to  hbveibeen  examined  to  an^  of  them,  and 
all  that?  h^  appedrs  to  hare  been  asked  isi  aa  te  his 
r^itafembering  Captain  Manby  visiting  at  lion* 
UtgdiH&iintfji  and  io  diy  pajjfiag  the  expense  of 
th«  linen  fu^iii^lortiii  cabin.   Bnt  Mr^  Sicavd 
tIfM,  I»iipt)68e,li^l«tebted  by  my  enemM»4o:bea 


oonfidaat,  from  whom  no  troth  could  be^xtraetedj 
and  therefore  thM  it  was  idle  Svaitte  <tf*  tinie  td 
exaiiriDe  him  to  *  suck  points ;  apid*  M  upqtie»J 
tmaUt  he^  and  e? efy  •  other  hoMat  servant'  \\ti 
my  femily^  who  could  be  soppoeedieknoMr  .»iiy 
thio^  on  the  subject,  mtere  sfure  to  hi  represented 
bjr  those^  whoee  conspiracy  dndl  fideehood;  theh^ 
honesty  and  troth  n^ere  the  best  m^ans.  of  detect- 
ing.  The  conspiratcHrs  however,  l^d-  Ihe  Brst 
word,  and  nnfoitonately  their  reracity  wa»  not 
questioned,  nor  their  unfavembl^  bias  suspected: 

''Mr.  BtdgMid  then  proceeds  to' state  the 
sitnation  of  the  houses,^  two  of  whichy  with  a 
part  of  a  ^ird,  I  had  a;tiSoutliend.  lie  describes 
No^  9  as  the  hoase  in  which  I  srlept ;  No  8*,  ad 
tbat  in  which  we  dined  \  and  Noi7,f  as  containing 
a  dm  wing-room,  to  which  werkinerd  alter  dinner: 
And  he  says,  '^  I  have  several  itimes  seenllh^ 
'^  PriocesSi  after  having  gone  -to  No«  7  with 
*^  Captain  Manby  and  the  rest  of  the  company; 
*'Mtiiie  with  Captain  Manby  from  No«  7,  through 
'*  No.  8^  to  No.  9,  which  was  the'  hojuse  where 
^^tbe  FrincesB  slept/  I  suspeet  that  CapMin 
^^Manby  slept  very  frequently  in  the  honse. 
"M  Hints  were  given  by  the  servants;  and  I  beltev^ 
^  tibat  others  saspected  it  as  w^H  as  myself. '^-^ 
What  those  hints  were,  by  what  sevvants  given; 
are  things  which  do  not  seem ^ to*  have  been 
thought  neceiisary  wattero  of  inquiry.  At  l^ast^ 
tbsw  is  no  traee  in '  M r«  Bidgood  %  or  any  other 
witsiess*-*  toamioaition,  afi>aay  saieh  inqm^ 
liaMli{g!be(eninade*  .    <•!   i      1  :    ., 

"^'itk'  his  seesad.  deposition,  wiiiahl  applies  td 
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from  &e  op^ortnility  of  kiidwiQi^  wkac  was  go* 
ingon  at. No.  9^  wa8|iait  ^  a  loog  meditated 
iM^heme^  as  be  would  represent  A,  plamied  and 
tbought  of  six  weeks  before  it  could  be  execu* 
ted;  and  whicb,  when  it  was  execnted,  Your 
Majesty  will  recollect,  according  to  Mr.  Bid- 
good's  evidence,  there  was  so  little  contrivaoce 
to  conceal,  that  the  basins  and  towels  which  the 
Captain  is  insinuated  to  ha^e  used,  were  exposed 
to  sight,  as  if  to  declare  that  he  was  there.     It  is 
tedious  and  disgusting.  Sire,  I  am  well  aware, 
to  trouble  Your  Majesty  with  such  particulars; 
but,  it  doubtless  is  true,  Aat  I  bid  him  not  take 
the  candles  away  from  No.  9.    The  candies 
which  are  insed  in  my  drawing-room  are  consi- 
dered as  his  perquisites.    Those  on  the  contrary^ 
which  are  used  in  my  private  apartment,  are  the 
perquisites  of  my  maids.     I  thoi:^ht  that  upon 
the  whole  it  was  a  fairer  arrangement,  when  1 
was  at  Southend,  to  give  my  maid  the  perquisites 
o£  the  candles  used  at  No.  9. ;  and  I  made  the 
aitangement  accordingly,  and. ordered  Mr.  Bid- 
good  to  leave  them*    This,  Sire,  is  the  true 
account  of  the  fact  respecting  the  candles ;  an 
arrangement,  which  very  possibly,  Mr.  Bidgood 
did  not  like. 

«<  But  die  putting  out  the  candles  myself,  was 
not  the  only  thing  from  which  the  iuference  is 
drawn,  that  Captain  Maahy  slept  at  my  bouse, 
at  No.  9,  and  as  is  evidently  insinuated,  if  not 
stated,  tin  my  bed  room.  There  were  water-ji^, 
and  basins,  and  towels  left  in  Hke  passage,  which 
Mr.  Bidgood  never  saw  at  other  times.  At 
what  other  times  does  he  mean  ?  At  other  times 
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from  me,  cotitams'  (kewbole  of  his  deposition  as 
far  aB' respects  Captain  Manby.  .  And,.Sire^  as 
to  the  fact  of  retiring  through  No.  8,  from  No.  7^ 
to  No.  9y  alone  with  Captain  Af  anby,  I  have  no 
recollection  of  ever  having   gone,  with  Captain 
Manby  though  but  for  a  moment^  from  the  one 
room  in  which  the  company  was  sitting,  through 
the  dining  room  to  tke  other  drawing  room.     It 
is  however,  now  above  two  years  ago,  aiid  to 
be  confident  that'  such  a  circumstance  might  not 
have  happened,  is  more  than  I  will  undertake  to 
be.     But  in  the  only  sense  in  which. he  uses  the 
expression,  as  retiring  alone,  coupled  with  the 
immediate  context  that  follows,  it  is  most  false 
and  scandalous.    I  know  no  means  of  absolutely 
proving  a  negative.    If  the  fact  was  true^  there 
must  have  beeii  other  witnesses^  who  could  have 
proved  it,  as  vvell  as  Mr.  Bidgood.     Mrs.  Fitz- 
gerald is  the  only  person  of  the  party  who  was 
examined,  and  her  -evidence  proves  the  negative^ 
so  far  as  the  negative  can  be  proved  ;   for  she 
says, .  '*  he    dined   there,   but  never  staid  late. 
*'  She  was  at  Southend  all  the  \ime  1  was  there^ 
**  and  cannot  recollect  to   have<  seen   Captain 
'*  Manby  there,  or  know  him  to  be  there,  later 
'^  than  nine  or  half  past  nine."     Miss  Fitzgerald> 
and  Miss  Hammond,  (now  M  rs.  Hood)  are  not 
called  to  this  fact ;  although  a  fact  so  extremely 
important,  as  it  must  appear  to  Your  Majesty; 
nor  indeed  are  they  examined  at  all. 

^  As  to  the  putting  out  of  the  candles,  it  seems, 
he  says, .  I  gave  the  orders  as  soon  I  went  to 
Southend^'  'which  was  six  weeks  before  the  Afri- 
caine  arrived;  liio  this  plan  of :excUidiDg<bim 
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circamBtances  of  such  notoriiety,  that  it  was  iro- 
possible  that  any  of  my  female  attendants,  at 
least,  should  not  have  known  it.    Their  duties 
were  varied  on  the  occasions ;  they  had  to  sap- 
ply  basins  and   towels,    in.  places  where  they 
never  were  supplied,  except  when  prepared  for 
him ;  and  they  were  not  only  purposely  so  pre- 
pared, but  prepared  in  an  open  passage,  exposed 
to  view,  in  a  manner,  to  e^tcite  the  suspicion  of 
those  who  were  not  admitted  into  the  secret. 
And  what  a  secret  was  it,  that  was  thns  to  be 
hazarded!   No  less  than  what,  if  discovered, 
would  fix  Captain  Manby  and  myself  with  High 
Treason !  Not  only,  therefore,  must  I  have  been 
thuB  careless  of  reputation,  and  eager  for  infamy ; 
but  I  must  have  been  as  careless  of  my  life,  as  of 
my  honor.    Lost  to  all  s^nse  of  sbame^  surely  I 
must  have  still  retained  some  regard  for  life. 
Captain  Manby  too,  with  a  folly  and  madness 
equal  to  his  supposed  iniquity,  must  then  have 
put  his  life  in  the  hands  of  my  servants,  and 
depended  for  his  safety,  upon  their  fidelity  to 
me,  and  their  perfidy  to  the  Prince  their  master. 
If  the  excess  of  vice  and  crime  in  all  this  is  be- . 
lieved,  could  its  indiscretion,  i^  madness,  find 
credulity  to  adopt  it  almost  upon  any  evidence? 
But  what  must  be  the  state-of  that  man's  mind, 
as  to  prejudice,  who  could  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  bdieviug  it,  from  the  fact  of  some  water- 
jugs  and  towels  being  found  in  an  unusual  place, 
in  a  passage  near  my  bed-room  ?    For  as  to  his 
suspicioii  b^ing  raised  by  what  he  says  he  saw 
in  the  looking  glass,  if  it  was  as  true  as  it  is  false. 


MBIIDISS  OF  CAROLINE.  059 

that  could  not  occasion  his  believiog,  oo  any 
particalar  night,  that  Captain  Manby  slept  in  my 
house ;  the  situation  of  these  towels  and  basiiA, 
is  what  leads  to  that  belief. 

*'  But,  Sire,  may  I  ask,  did  the  Commissioners 
believe  this  man's  suspicions  ?  If  they  did,  what  . 
do  they  mean  by  saying  that  these  facts  of  great 
indecency  &c,  went  to  a  much  less  extent  than 
the  principal  charges  ?  And  that  it  was  not  for 
them  to  state  their  bearing  and  ejOTect?  The 
bearing  of  this  fact  unquestionably,  if  believed, 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  principal  charge; 
namely,  to  prove  me  guilty  of  High  Treason. 
They  therefore  could  not  believe  it.  But  if  they 
did  not  believe  it^  and  as  it  seems  to  me^  Sire, 
no  men  of  common  judgment  could^  on  sucli  a 
stetement,  how  could  they  bring  themselves  to 
name  M  r.  Bidgood  as  one  of  those  witnesses,  on 
whose  unbiassed  testimony  they  could  so  rely  ? 
Or  how  could  they^  (in  pointing  him  out  with  the 
other  three^  as  speaking  to  facts,  particularbf  with 
respect  to  Captain  Manby,  which  must  be  credited 
till  decidedly  contradicted)  omit  to  specify  the 
facts  which  he  spoke  to^  that  they  thus  thought 
worthy  of  belief,  but  leave  the  whole,  including 
this  incredible  part  of  it,  recommended  to  belief, 
by  their  general  and  unqualified  sanction  and 
approbation. 

*'  But  the  falsehood  of  this  charge  does  not 
rest  on  its  incredibility  alone.  My  servant  Mrs. 
Sander,  who  attended  constantly  on  my  person, 
and  whose  bed-^room  was  close  to  mine,  was 
examined  by  the  Commissioiiers ;  she  must  have 
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known  this  fact  if  it  had  hmn  true ;  she  poni* 
tively  8wears,  that  she  did  not  know:  ar  believe, 
that  Captain  Manby  staid  till  rery  late  hovra 
with  me;  that  she  never  suspected  there  was 
any  inproper  familiarity  between  us/^  M. 
Witooa,  who  made  my  bed,  swears^  thatsbe  had 
been  in*  the  habit  of  making  it  ever  since  she  lived 
with  me,  that  anodier  maid,  whose  name  was  Ann 
Bye^  assisted  wit^  her  in  making  it^  smd  swears 
from  ik^bat  she  observed,  she  never  had  any  rea- 
son to  believe  that  two  persons  had  slept  in  it. 
Referring  t)ios  by  name,  to  her  fellow  servant* 
who  made  the  bed  widi  her;  but  that  servant, 
why,  I  know. not,  is  not  examined. 

^*  A«  Year  Majesty  then  finds  the  infer^ce 
drawn  by  Bidgood.to  amount  to  a  fact  so  apenly 
and  nndisgaisedJy  profligate,  as  to  outrage  all 
4)redibility ;  as  Your  Majesty  finds  it  negatived 
by  the  evidence  of  three  witnesses,  one  of  whom, 
in  particular,  if  such  a  fact  were  true,  must  have 
known  it;  as  Yoor  Majei^y  finds  one  witness 
^ipealing  to  another,  ,irha  is  panted  out  as  a 
person  w;ho  must  have  been  able  vrith  equal 
m^ans  ef  knowledge,  to  have  confirmed  her  if 
she  spoke  <trae^  and  to  have  contradicted  faer  if 
^he  spoke  false ;  and,  JSire,  wh^n  adided  to  all 
this.  Your  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  io  recoK 
lect  that  Mr.  Bidgood  was  one  of.  those,  who, 
tlioagh  in  ray  service,  submitted  tfaemadves 
volunftarily  to  be  examined  pneffioas.  to  .the 
appoiqtHEienit  oC  Oomraissioners,  in  conl^nnatiofi 
of  Lady  Douglas's  statement;,  witfaout  informiug 
me  of  tb«  fitct;  and  adheai  state  ta  Your.Ma- 
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jesty,  upoa  the  eyid^nce  of  Pbjlip  RrMk^erand 
Robert  £aglegtOBe^  vrtose  {lepositioq  I  Mttiej^v 
that  this  uDbiassed  witness,  dut^ng  th^  peodtear jr 
of  tb^se  exaiydu^tioJiB  before  th^  Cpmmi^siODers^ 
was  seen  to  be  in  confereof^e  a^  comiaiuDica^ 
tion  with  Lady  Doagla0>  my  po^t  ostensible 
accuser^  do  I  raise  my  expectations  too  high, 
when  I  confidently  trust  thi^t  hh  malice  and 
his  falsehood,  as  well  as  his  connectioa  with 
this  conspiracy  against  my  bo^or,  my  station 
in  this  kingdom,  wd  my  life^  will  appear  too 
plainly  to  Your  JMajesty  for  hioi  to  r^eiFje  any 
credit,  either  in  (his,  or  in  uny  other  pan  of  his 
testimony? 

''  The  other  circumstai3^es  to  wbieh  be  speaks, 
are  comparatively  too  triifling,  for  m^  to  troid^le 
Your  Majesty  with  aoy  more  obseryafieos  upon 
bis  evidence.  The  remaining  part  of  the  case; 
which  respects  Captain  Manby,  relates  to  my 
conduct  at  East  Ciiff.-r- 

*'  How  little  Mrs.  JUisle's  eKaminalioii  affi>rdt 
for  observations  jipoD  tibis  part  of  the  ease,  esDcept 
SIS  shewing  how  very  seldom  Captain  ^  Manby 
called  upoa  me  while  I  was  there,  I  ha v^. already 
obperved.  Mn  Cole  says  notfaiog  upon  this 
part  of  the  case ;  nor  Mr.  Bidgood.  The  only 
witness  amoi^t  the  four^  whose  testimonies  are 
dtsttoguish  ?d  by  the  Commissioneirs  as  most  ma« 
terinl,  and  as  those  upon  which  they  partioulady 
rely,  who  says  any  thing  upop  this  part  of  the  caae, 
is  Fanny  Lloyd;  her  depMition  is  aa  follows  ir-^r 

''Ivraa  at  Bamagato*  nvith  .  ithe  Prsheeps  im 
^'  1898.    One  mtfriiing  when  we  men  in  the 
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**  house  at  East  Cliffy  somebody,  I  don't  recol-* 
lect  whO)  knocked  at  my  door,  and  desired  me 
to  prepare  breakfast  for  the  Princess.  This 
t¥as  about  six  o'clock ;  I  was  asleep.  During 
"  the  whole  time  1  was  in  the  Princess's  service, 
"  I  had  never  been  called  up  before  to  make 
**  the  Princess's  breakfast.  1  slept  in  the  house- 
'^  keeper's  room,  on  the  ground  floor.  I  opened 
•'  the  shutters  of  the  window  for  light.  1  knew 
*<  at  that  time,  that  Captain  Manby's  ship 
**  was  in  the  Downs.  When  1  opened  the 
*^  shutters,  1  saw  the  Princess  walking  down 
the  gravel-walk  towards  the  sea.  No  orders 
had  been  given  me  over  night,  to  prepare 
'^  breakfast  early.  The  gentleman  the  Princess 
was  with,  was  a  tall  man.  '  I  was  surprised  to 
see  the  Princess  walkiug  with  a  gentleman  at 
*'  that  time  in  the  morning.  I  am  sure  it  was  the 
**  Princess/' 

'^  What  this  evidence  of  Fauny  Lloyd's  applies 
to,  I  do  not  feel  certain  that  I  recollect.  The 
circumstance  which  she  mentions  might,  I  think, 
have  occurred  twice  while  I  was  there ;  and  which 
time  she  alludes  to,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  I 
mean  on  occasion  of  two  water  parties^  which  I 
intended^one  of  which  did  not  take  place  at  all,  and 
the  other  not  so  early  in  the  day  as  was  intended, 
nor  was  its  object  effected.  Once  I  intended  to 
pay  Admiral.  Montague  a  visit  at  Deal.  But, 
wind  and  tide  not  serving,  we  sailed  much  later 
than  we  intended ;  and  instead  of  laading  at 
Deal^  the  Admiral  came  on  board  our  vessel, 
and  we  returned  to  Eqst  Cliff  in  the  evenings  on 
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yfhioh  occasion  Captain  Manby  was  not  o1  the 
paity,  nor  was  he  iu  the  Downs ;  bot  it  is  /ery 
possible^  that  having  prepared  to  set  off  eaiy,  I 
might  have  walked  down  towards  the  sea  and 
been  seen  by  Fanny  Lloyd.  On  the  other.»c6a- 
sion,  Captain  Manby  was  to  have  been  c  the 
p$irty,  and  it  was  to  have  been  on  board  h^Bhip. 
1  desired  him  to  be  early  at  my  honse  i  the 
roomings  and  if  the  day  suite^jpie^  we  wovdgo. 
He  came ;  I  walked  with  him  towards  tb  sea^ 
to  look  at  the  morning;  I  did  not  lih  the 
appearance  of  the  weather,  and  did  not  goo  sea. 
Upon  either  of  these  occasions,  Fanny  Lloyd 
might  have  been  called  up  to  make  bri^kfas^ 
and  might  have  seen  me  walking.  Aflto  the 
orders  not  having  been  given  her  over  i^ht,  to 
that  I  can  say  nothing. 

''  But  upon  this  statement,  what  infecece  can 
be  intended  to  be  drawn  from  this  fact?  t  is  the 
only  one  in  which  F.  Lloyd's  evidence  can  in 
any  degree  be  applied  to  Captain  Mopyj  and 
she  is  one  of  the  important  witnesses  retired  to^ 
as  proving  something  which  must,  paicularly 
as  with  regard  to  Captain  Manby,  be  credited 
till  contradicted,  and  as  deserving  te  most 
serious  cdnsideration.  From  the  examiation  of 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  I  recollect  that  she  vis  asked, 
whether  Captain  Manby  ever  slept  in  le  house 
at  East  Cliff,  to  which  she,  to  the  fast  of  her 
knowledge^  answers  in  the  negativi  Is  this 
evidence  then  of  Fanny  Lloyd's^  relii  upon  to 
afford  an  inference  that  Captain  Many  slept  in 
my  house?  or  was  there  at  an  imprper  hour? 
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«r  icn  intoHiftf,  and  und^r  direiimetanoes,  which 
affbried  rel^ebif  for  nnfe^oamble  interiireffatioiis  ? 
if  th[»  were  so,  dan  it  ^e  bdieved  that  I  wotild» 
nude  dilch  drcofftstaitces,  having  taken  a  step, 
(frucbts  eatUilg  for  breakfast  at  an  uAiisual  hour,) 
whidmtist  have  made  the  Aict  more  noforious 
and  eftikrkable,  and  biought  the  atteirtian  of 
the  srvatitSj  \Vho  must  have  waited  at  the  breaks 
fUst,  «ore  patticolarly  and  pointedly  td  it  ? 

'*  Bt  if  there  is  any  thing  which  rests  or  is 
Isuppoed  to  redt,  upoA  the  credit  of  this  witness 
— tho^  she  is  one  of  the  four,  whos^  credit 
Your  lajesty  will  recollect  it  has  been  stated^ 
that  thre  was  no  reason  to  question,  yet  she 
stands  i  a  predicament  in  which,  in  general  at 
least,  liad  understood  it  to  be  supposed,  that 
the  cred  of  a  witness  was  not  otily  qiiestion- 
able,  bt  materially  shaken;  For,  towards  the 
beginni^  of  her  examination,  she  states,  that 
Mn  Mis  attended  her  for  a  cold;  he  asked 
ber,  if  t£  Prince  came  to  Blackheath,  backvi^ards 
dtidfor»ds;  or  something:  to  that  effect;  for 
the  Priness  was  with  child  ;  or  looked  as  if  she 
was  witi child.  This  most  fadye  been  thrte  or 
four  yi?ai  ago.  She  thought  it  must  be  s^ome-^ 
time  befte  the  child  ( W.  Austin)  was  brought 
to  the  lincess.  To  this  fkct  she  positively 
swears,  ^d  in  this  she  is  as  poiiitiTely  contra- 
dicted hy]/lt.  Mills ;  for  he  swekrs,  in  his  depo- 
sition bef<0  the  Commissioners,  that  be  lierer 
did  say  to\er,  or  any  one,  that  the  Piineess  was 
with  child! or  looked  as  if  she  was  with  child ; 
that  he  ne?V  thought  so,  ftor  surmised  any  filing 


.       MIW0IB3  OF  CAROiD^R.  QQ5 

dr  the  kind.  Mr.  Mills  bae  a  partner^  Mr.  £d* 
meads.  The  Gommisaioners  therefore,  conceiv- 
iog  that  Fanny  Lloyd  might  have  mistaken  one  of 
the  partners  for  the  other,  examine  Mr*  £dmeadB 
also.  Mr.  Edmeads,  in  his  deposition,  is  equally 
positive  that  he  never  said  any  such  thing-f-ao  thq 
matter  rests  upon  these  depositions ;  and  upon  that 
state  of  it,  what  pretence  is  there  for  sayings  that  a 
witness  who  swears  to  a  conversation  with  a  medi- 
cal person,  who  attended  me,  of  so  extremely  im- 
portant a  nature ;  and  is  so  expressly  and  decid- 
edly contradicted  in  the  important  fact  which  she 
speaks  to,  is  a  witness^  whose  credit  there  appear^ 
no  reason  to  question  ?  This  important  circum- 
stance must  surely  have  been  overlooked^  whea 
that  statement  was  made. 

''  But  this  fact  of  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Ed* 
meads's  contradiction  of  Fanny  Lloyd*  appears 
to  Your  Majesty  for  the  first  time,  from  the 
examination  before  tlie  Commissioners.  But 
this  is  the  fact  which  1  charge  as  having  been 
known  to  those  who  are  concerned  in  bringing 
forward  this  information,  and  which,  nevertheless, 
was  not  communicated  to  Your  Majesty.  The 
feet  that  Fanny  Lloyd  declared,  that  Mr.  Mills 
told  her  the  Princess  was  with  child,  is  stated  in 
(he  declarations  which  were  delivered  to  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  by 
bim  forwarded  td  Your  Majasty.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Mills  denied  ever  having  so  said>  though 
kvowo  at  the  rame  time,  is  not  stated. 

^^  That  I  may  not  appear  to  have  represented 
90  strange  a  fact,  without  sufficient  i^nthority,  I 
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'subjoin  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Mills,  and  the 
deposition  of  Mr.  Edmeads,  which  prove  it. 
^anny  Lloyd's  original  declaration,  which  was 
delivered  to  His  Royal  Highness,  is  dated  on 
the  12th  of  February.  It  appears  to  have  been 
taken  at  the  Temple ;  1  conclude,  therefore^  at 
the  chambers  of  Mr.  Lowten,  Sir  John  Douglas's 
Solicitor^  who,  according  to  Mr.  Cole^  accom- 
panied him  to  Cheltenham^  to  procure  some  of 
these  declarations.  On  the  13th  of  February, 
the  next  day  after  Fanny  Lloyd  s  declaration^ 
the  Earl  of  Moira  sends  for  Mr.  Mills  upon 
pressing  business.  Mr.  Mills  attends  him  on 
the  1 4th ;  he  is  asked  by  his  Lordship  upon  the 
subject  of  this  conversation ;  he  is  told  he  may 
rely  upon  bis  Lordship's  honor^  that  what  passed 
should  be  in  perfect  confidence;  (a  confidence 
which  Mr.  Mills,  feeling  it  to  be  on  a  subject 
too  important  to  his  character,  at  the  moment 
disclaims ;) — ^^that  it  was  his  (the  Earl  of  Moira's) 
duty  to  his  Prince,  as  his  Councillor,  to  enquire 
into  the  subject,  which  he  had  known  for  some 
time.  Fanny  Lloyd  s  statement  being  then 
related  to  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Mills,  with  great 
warmth,  declared  that  it  was  an  infamous  false- 
hood. Mr.  Lowten,  who  appears  also  to  bave 
been  there  by  appointment,  was  called  into  the 
room,  and  he  furnished  Mr.  Mills  with  the  date, 
to  which  Fanny  Lloyd's  declaration  applied. 
The  meeting  ends  in  Lord  Moira's  desiring  to 
see  Mr.  Mills^s  partner,  Mr.  Edmeads,  who,  not 
being  at  home,  cannot  attend  him  for  a  few  days. 
He  does,  however,  upon  his  return,  attend 
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on  the  20th  of  May ;  on  his  attendance,  instead  of 
Mr.  Low  ten,  he  finds  Mr.  Conant  the  magistrate^ 
with  Lord  Moira.     He  denies  the  conversation 
with  Fanny  Lloyd ,  as  positively  and  peremptorily 
as  Mr.   Mills.     Notwithstanding,  however,   air 
this,  the  declaration  of  Fanny  Lloyd  is  delivered 
to  His  Royal  Highness,  unaccompanied  by  these 
contradictions,  and  forwarded  to  Your  Majesty, 
on  the  29th.    That  Mr.  Lowten  was  the  Solicitor 
of  Sir  John  Douglas  in  this  business,  cannot  be 
doubted ;  that  Ije  took  some  of  those  declarations 
which  were  laid  before  Your  Majesty,  is  clear ; 
and  that   he   took   this    declaration   of  Fanny 
Lloyd's  seems  not  to  be  questionable.    That  the 
Inquiry    by    Earl    Moira,    two    days  after   her  ^ 
declaration  was  taken,  must  have  been  in  con- 
sequence of  an  early  communication  of  it  to  him, 
seems  necessarily  to  follow,  firom  what  is  above 
stated;  that  it  was  known  on  the  14th  of  May 
that  Mr.  Mills  contradicted  this  assertion ;  and 
on  the  20th,  that  Mr.  Edmeads  did,  is  perfectly 
clear ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  fac( 
that  Mr.  Edmeads  and  Mr.  Mills  contradicted  it, . 
seems  to  have  been  not  communicated  to  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales;  for  he, 
as  it  appears  from  the  Report,  forwarded  the 
declarations  which  had  been  delivered  to  His 
Royal    Highness,   through  the    Chancellor   to 
Your  Majesty;    and  the  declaration  of  Fanny 
Lloyd,  which  had  been  so  falsified,  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Earl  Moira  and  of  Mr.  Lowten,  the 
Solicitor  for  Sir  John  Douglas,  is  sent  in  to  Your 
Majesty  as  one  of  the  documents,  on  which  you 
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were  to  ground  your  liaqUiry,  utiaccompaaied  li^ 
its  falsification  by  Mills  and  Edtneads ;   at  lea^t, 
no  d^larations    by  thetn,  are'  amongst  those 
which,  are  transmitted  to  me^  ^  coi^ies  ef  the 
original   declarations   which    were  laid   befow 
Yout   Majesty,     I  know  not  whether  it  was 
Lord  'Moira  or  Mr.  Lowten,  who  should  have 
commonicated  this  circumstance  to  His  Royal 
Highness  ;  but  that,  ih  all  fairness,  it  ought  iln'^ 
questionably,  to  have  been   communicated  hy 
some  one.     I  dare  not  trdst  myself  with  any 
ihieretiftes'  from    this    proceeding;     I    content 
myself  with  Remarking,  that  it  must  now  be  felt, 
that  I  was  justified  in  saving,  that  neither  His 
Royal  Highneils,  nor  Your  Majefety>  any  more 
thaa  fnyself,  had  been  fairly  dealt  with,  in  not 
being  filliy  informed  upon  this  important  fact; 
and  Your  Majesty  will  forgive  a  weak,  unpro- 
tected woman,  like  myself,  who,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances,   should    apprehend   that,   however 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  may    appear  my 
ostensible  accusers,  I  have  other  enemies,  whose 
ill-will  I  may  have  occasion  to  feaf,  without 
feeling  myself  assured,  that  it  will  be  strictly 
regulated  in  its  Jii-oceeding  against  me,  by  the 
principles  of  fairness  and  of  justice. 

**  I  have  now,  Sire,  gone  through  all  the  evi- 
dence which  respects  Captain  Manby,  whether 
at  Montague  House,  at  Southend,  or  East  CliflT; 
and  T  do  tfust  that  Your  Majesty  will  si^e,  upon 
the  whole  of  it,  how  mistaken  a  view  the  Com- 
misstob^rs  have  taken  of  it.  The  pressure  of 
tthet  dutiet^  efigro^sing  their    tiiHi^  and    their 
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attention,  has  made  them  leave  the  important 
duties  of  this  investigation^  in  many  particulars, 
imperfectly  discharged  : — a  more  thorough  atten- 
tion to  it,  must  have  given  them  a  better  and 
truer  insight  into  the  characters  of  those   wit«- 
nesses,  upon  whose  credit,  as  1  am  convinced 
Your  Majesty  will  now  see,  they  have  without 
sufficient  reason  relied.    There  remains  nothing 
for  me,  on  this  part  of  the  charge,  to  perform  ^ 
but,    adverting    to  the   circumstance  which  is 
falsely  sworn  against  me  by  Mr.  Bidgood,  of  the 
salute,  and  the  false  inference  and  insinuation 
from  other  facts^  that  Captain  Mauby  slept  in 
my  house,  either  at  Southend,  or  East  Cliff,  on 
my  own  part  most  solemnly  to  declare,  that  they 
are  both  utterly  false ;  that  Bidgood's  assertion 
as  to  the  salute  is  a  malicioud,  slanderous  inven- 
tion, without  the  slightest  shadow  of  truth  to 
support  it;  that  his  suspicions  and  insinuations, 
as  to  Captain  Manby's  having  isleptinmy  house, 
are  also  the  false  suggestions  of  his  own  malici- 
ous mind ;  and  that  Captain  Manby  never  did, 
to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  sleep  in  my  house  at 
Southend,  East  Cliff,  or  any  other  hoits6  of  mine 
whatever ;  and  however  often  he  may  have  been 
in  my  company,  I  solemnly  protest  to  Your 
Majesty,  aii^  I  hav6  done  in  the  former  cases^ 
that  nothing  ever  passed  between  him  and  me^ 
that  I  should  be  ashamed  or  unwilling,  that  all 
the  world  should  have  seen.    And  1  have  also, 
with  great  pain,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  wounded 
delioacy,  applied  to  Captain  Manby  to  attest  to 
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the  same  truths,  and  I  subjoin  to  this  letter  bin 
deposition  to  that  effect. 

^^  I  stated  to  Your  Majesty,  that  I  should  be 
obliged  to  return  to  other  parts  of  Fanny  Lloyd's 
testimony.     At  the  end  of  it,  she  says,  "  I  never 
told  Cole  that  M.Wilson,  when  she  supposed 
the  Princess  to  be  in  the  library,  had  gone  into 
the  Princess's  bed-room,  and  hdd  found  a  man 
there   at   breakfast  with  the  Princess;   or  that 
there  was  a  great  to  do  about  it^  and  that  M. 
Wilson  was  sworn  to  secrecy,  and  threatened  to 
be  turned  away,  if  she  divulged  what  she  had 
seen."    This    part    of   her    examination,  Your 
Majesty  will  perceive,  must  have  been  called 
from  her,  by  some  precise  question  addressed 
to  her^  with  respect  to  a  supposed  communica- 
tion from  her  to  Mr.  Cole.     In  Mr  Cole's  exa- 
mination^ there  is  not  one  word  upon  the  subject 
of  it.     In  his  original  declaration  however^  there 
is;  and  there  Your  Majesty  will  perceive,  that 
he  affirms  the  fact  of  her  having  reported  to  him 
Mary  Wilson^s   declaration,   in  the  very  same 
words  in  which  Fanny  Lloyd  denies  it,  and  it  is 
therefore  evident   that  the   Commissioners,   in 
putting  this  question  to  Fanny  Lloyd,  must  have 
put  it  to  her  from  Cole's  declaration.    She  posi- 
tively denies  the^fact:  there  is  then  a  flat  and 
precise  contradiction^  between  the  examination 
of  Fanny  Lloyd  and  the  original  statement  of 
Mr.  Cole.    It  is  therefore  impossible  that-  they 
both  can  have  spoken  true.  The  Commissioners, 
for  some  reason,  don't  examine  Cole  to  this  point 
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at  all^  don't  endeavour  to  (race  out  this  story  ;  if 
they  had,  they  must  have  discovered  which  of 
these,  witnesses  spoke  the  truth  ;  but  they  leave 
this  contradiction  not  only  unexplained,  but 
uninquired  after,  ^  and  in  that  state,  report  both 
these  witnesses,  Cole  and  Farmy  Lloyd,  who  thus 
sppak  to  the  two  sides  of  a  contradiction^  and 
who  therefore,  cannot,  by  possibility,  both  speak 
truth,  as  witnesses  who  cannot  be  suspected  of 
partiality,  whose  credit  they  see  no  reason  to 
question,  and  whose  story  must  be  believed,  till 
contradicted. 

''  But  what  is,  if  possible,  still  more  extraor- 
dinary, this  supposed  communication  from  F. 
Lloyd  to  Cole,  as  Your  Majesty  observes,  relates 
to  something  which  M.  Wilson  is  supposed  to 
have  seen  and  to  have  said ;  yet  though  M.  Wil- 
son appears  herself  to  have  been  examined  by 
the  Commissioners  on  the  same  day  with  Fanny 
Lloyd,  in  the  qopy  of  her  examination  as  deli- 
vered to  me,  there  is  no  trace  of  any  question 
relating  to  this  declaration,  having  been  put 
to  her. 

^'  And  I  have  not  l^ss  reason  to  lament,  than  to 
be  surprised,  tliat  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  see  the  necessity  of  following  this 
Inquiry  still  further.  For,  if  properly  pursued, 
it  would  have  demonstrated  two  things,  both 
very  important  to  be  kept  in  mind,  in  the  whole 
of  this  condideration.  First,  how  hearsay  repre- 
sentatioiMi  of  this  kind,  arising  out  of  little  or 
nothing,  i>ecome  magnified  and  exaggerated  by 
the   circulation    of    (irl^judiced,    or    malicious 
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reporters  ;>  9nd  f^condly,  U  w^uld  have  shewn 

the  industry  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bid^^oody  aa  well 

2U9  Mr.  Cole,  in  coHeqting  ioformatioQ  in  support 

of  Jjady  Douglas's  statement,  and  in  iipproving 

what  they  collected  by  their  false  colourings,  and 

malicious  additions  to  ^  it    They  would  have 

found  a  story  in  Mrs.  3idgQod's  declaration,  as 

well  as  in  her  husband's  (who  relates  it,  as  having 

heard  it  from  his  wife,)  which  is  evidently  the  same 

as  that  which  W.  Coles  declaration  contains. 

For  the  Bidgoods'  declarations  state,  that  Fanny 

Lloyd  told  Mrs.  Bidgood  that  Mary  Wilson  had 

gone  into  the  Princess  s  bed-roomt    and  had 

found  her  Royal  Highness  and  Sir  Sydney  in 

tlie  most  criminal  situation ;  that  she  had  left  the 

room,  and  was  so  shocked,  that  she  fainted  away 

at  the  door.     Here  then  are  Mrs.  Bidgood,  and 

Mr.  Cole,  both  declaring  what  they  had  beard 

Fanny  Doyd  6ay»  and  Fanny  Uoyd  denying  it. 

How  extraordinary  is  it,  that  Ihey  were  not  all 

confronted!  and   Your    Majesty  will  see  pre* 

sently,  how  much  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  they 

were  not.     For,  from   Fanny   Lloyd's  original 

declaration^  it  appears  that  the  truth  would  have 

come  out :  as  she  there  states,  that  ''  To  the 

best  of  her  knowledge  Mary  Wilson  said,  that 

she  had  seen  the  Princess  and  Sir  Sydney,  in  ike 

Blue  Roomy  but  never  heard  Mary  Wihon  say, 

she  was  sp  alarmed  as  to  be  in  a  fif    If  tben^ 

on  confronting  Fanny  Lloyd,  with  Mrs.  Bidgood 

and  Mr-  Cole,  the  Commissioners  had  /Goond 

Fanny   Lloyd's  story«  to  be  what  she.relatBd 

before,  and  had  then  put  the  questioBL  to  Mary^ 
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WilftOD,  and  hiid  heard  rrom  her  what  it  really 
was,  which  she  had  se^i  and  related  to  Fanny 
Lloyd,  they  could  not  have  been  at  a  loss  to 
bare  discovered  which  of  these  witnesses  told 
the  truth.  They  would  have  found,  I  am  per- 
fectly coofideut,  that  all  that  Mary  Wilson  ever 
could  have  told  Fanny  Lloyd,  was,  that  she  had 
seen  l^r  Sydney  and  myself,  in  the  filue  Room, 
and  they  would  then  have  had  to  refer  to  the 
maliciouSy  and  confederated  inventions  of  the 
Bidgoods  and  Mr.  Cole,  for  the  conversation  of 
the  Blue  Room,  into  the  bed-room ;  for  the  vile 
slander  of  what  M.  Wilson  was  supposed  to  hav^ 
seen,  and  for  the  violent  etkct  which  this  scene 
had  upon  her.  1  say  confeierattd  inoentions,  as 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  they  could  have 
been  concerned  in  inventing  the  same  additions 
to  Fanny  Lloyd's  story,  unless  they  had  com^ 
mnnicated  together  upon  it.  And  when  they  had 
once  found  Mre.  Bidgood  and  Mr.  Cole,  thus 
conspiring  together,  they  would  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  connecting  them  both  in  the  same 
conspiracy  with  Sir  John  Douglas,  by  shewing 
how  connected  Cole  was  with  Sir  John  Douglas, 
and  how  acquainted  with  his  proceedings,  in 
collecting  the  evidence  which  was  to  support 
Lady  Douglas's  declaration. 

**  For,  by  referring  to  Mr.  Cole's  declaration, 
made  on  the  23rd  of  February,  they  would  have 
seen  that  Mr.  Cole,  in  explaining  some  obser- 
vation about  Sir  Sydney's  supposed  possession 
^  a  key  to  the  garden  door,  says  that  it  was 
what  **  Mr.  Lsiknpert,   the  servant  of  Sir  John 

•  4  R 
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**  Douglas,  mentioiied  at  Cheltenham  to  Sir  Jofaii 
**  Douglas  and  Mr.  JLowten." — How  should  Mr. 
Cole  know  that  Sir  John  Douglas  and  Mr.  Low*- 
^en  had  been  down  to  Cheltenham,  to  collect 
evidence  from  this  old  servant  of  Sir  John 
Douglass?  How  should  he  have  known  what 
ihat  evidence  was«  unless  he  had  either  accom- 
panied them  himself,  or  at  least  had  had  such  a 
communication  either  with  Sir  John  Douglas,  or 
Mr.  Lowten,  as  it  never  could  have  occurred  to 
any  of  them  to  have  made  to  Mr.  Cole ;  unless, 
instead  of  being  a  mere  witness,  he  were  a  party 
to  this  accusation?  But  whether  they  bad  con- 
vinced themselves^  that  Fanny  Lloyd  spoke  true, 
«nd  Cole  and  Mrs.  Bidgood  falsely;  or  whether 
they  had  convinced  themselves  of  the  reverse, 
it  could  not  have  been  possible,  that  they  both 
could  have  spoken  the  truth  ;  and  consequently, 
the  Commissioners  could  never  have  reported  the 
veracity  of  both^  to  be  free  from  suspicion,  and 
deserving  of  credit. 

'^  There  only  remains  that  I  should  make  a 
few  observations,  on  what  appears  in  the  exami- 
nations relative  to  Mr.  Hood  (now  Lord  Hood,) 
Mr.  Chester,  and  Captain  Moore.  And  I  realty 
should  not  have  thought  a  single  observation 
necessary  upon  either  of  them,  except  that  what 
refers  to  them  is  stated  in  the  examinaticMis  of 
Mrs.  Lisle. 

'^  With  respect  to  Lord  Hood,  it  is  as  follows: 
-^^^  I  was  at  Catherington  with  the  Prifltceas, — 
'^remember  Mr*  (now  Lord)  Hood  there,  and 
^Uhe  Princess  going  out  airii^  with  him,  alene^  in 
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"  Mt.  Hood's  little  whiskey ; — and  his'  servant 
<>  was  with  them ;  Mr.  Hood  drove,  and  staic^ 
V  out  two  or  three  times ;  more  than  otice^-^three 
*^off  four  times.  Mr.  Hood  dined  with  us  several 
*'  tim^s ; — one  or  twice  be  slept  in  a  house  in  thq 
^'garden;  she  appeared  to  pay  no  attention  to 
*^  him,  biitthat  of  common  civility  to  an  intimat^ 
"  acquaintance."  Now,  Sire,  it  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  1  drove  out  several  times  with  Lord 
Hood,  in  his  one  h;orse  chaise,  and  some  few 
times,  twice  I  believe  at  most,  without  any  of  my 
servants  attending  us ;  and  considering  the  time 
of  life,  and  the  respectable  character  of  my  Lord 
Hood,  I  never  should  have  conceived  that  i 
incurred  the  least  danger  to  my  reputation,  in  so 
doing.  If  indeed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Com* 
missioners  to  inquire  into  instances  in  my  con* 
duct,  in  which  they  tnay  conceive  it  to  have  been 
less  reseifved  and  dignified,  than  what  would 
properly  become  the  exalted  station  which  I 
hold  in  Your  Majesty's  Royal  Family,  it  is  pos* 
siUe  that,  in  the  opinions  of  some,  these  drives 
with  my  Lord  Hood  were  not  consistent  with 
that  station ;  and  that  they  were  particalarly 
improper  in  those  instances  in  which  we  were 
jiot  attended  by  more  servants,  or  any  servants 
of  my  own.  Upon  this  t  httye  only  to  observe, 
that  these  instances  occurred  after  I  had  received 
the.  news  of  the  lamented  death  of  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Brother,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.  1  was 
at  that  time  down  by  the  sea  side  for  my  l^^ljtb. 
I  did  not  like  to  forego  thd  advantage  of  tiiji:  and 
.eftcereise,  for  the'  short  replainder  of  the  |Ume 
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which  I  Had  to  stay  there ;  and  I  putpoedy  chose 
to'  go  out,  not  in  my  own  cftiriage,  and  un- 
attended^ that  I  might  not  be  seen  and  known^ 
to  be  driving  about  (myself  and  my  attendants 
out  of  mourning,)  while  His  Royal  Highness 
was  known  to  have  been  so  recently  dead. 
This  statement  however,  is  all  that  1  have  to 
make  upon  my  part  of  the  case,  and  whatever 
indecorum  or  impropriety  of  behaviour,  the  Com- 
missioners have  fixed  upon  me  by  tiiis  circnm* 
stance,  it  must  remain ;  for  I  cannot  deny  the 
truth  of  the  fects,  and  have  only  the  above 
explanation  to  offer  of  it.  As  to  what  Mrs. 
Lisle's  examination  contains  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Chester  and  Captain  Moore,  it  is  so  con-* 
nected,  that'  I  must  trouble  Your  Majesty  with 
the  statement  of  it  altogether. 

*'l  was  with  Her  Royal  Highness  at  Lady 
Sheffield's,  at  Christmas,  in  Sussex;— I  inquired 
what  company  was  there  when  1  eame, — she 
said,  only  Mr.  John  Chester,  who  was  thm« 
by  Her  Royal  Highnesses  orders;  that  she 
could  get  no  other  company  to  meet  her,  on 
account  of  the  roads,  and  the  season  of  the  y^ur« 
He  dined  and  slept  there  that  night ;  the  next 
day  other  company  came — Mr.  Chester  remainedl. 
1  heard  Her  Royal  Highness  say  she  had  been 
ill  in  thd  nighty  and  catne  oat  for  a  light,  audi 
lighted  her  candle  in  her  servant's  room.  1 
returned  frotti  Sheffield  Place  to  BlackheaA 
with  the  Princess ;  Captain  Moore  dined  there ; 
I  left  him  and  the  Princess  twice  alone^  far  a 
%h(kt  time ;   he  might  be  alone  half  an  hour  mUk 
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heir  in  th^  iooin  Mow,  io  which  we  had  be«a. 
sitting.  I  went  to  look  for  a  book,  to  complete 
a  set  Her  Royal  Highness  was  lending. 
Captain  Moore.  She  made  him  a  present  of  an 
inkstand,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  He: 
waa  there  one  momiiig  in  January  last^  on  the. 
Princess  Charlotte's  birth-day;  he  went  awayi 
beft>re  the  rest  of  the  company.  I  might  be 
about  tweqty  mitmies  the  second  time  1  was 
away,  the  night  Captain  Moore  was  there.  At 
Lady  Sheffield's,  Her  Royal  Highness  paid  nsorQ 
attention  to  Mr.  Chester  than  to  the  rest  of  the 
company.  I  know  of  Her  Royal  Highness 
walking  out  alone,  twice,  with  Mr.  Chester  in 
the  morning ;  once,  a  short  time^  it  rained,— the 
other,  not  an  hour^  not  long.  Mr.  Chester  is  a 
pretty  yoang  man ;  her  attentions  to  him  were 
not  iincommon;  not  the  same  as  to  Captain 
Manby.*' 

*'  And  first.  Sire,  as  to  what  relates  to  Mu 
Cheater.  If  there  is  any  imputation  to  be  cast 
upon  my  character  by  what  passed  at  Sheffield 
Place,  with  Mr.  Chester,  (and  by  the  Com* 
misttoners  returning  to  examine  Mrs.  Lisle  i:q>on 
my  attention  to  Mr,  Chester,  my  walking  out 
wMi  him>  and  aboire  alU  ^-  as  to  his  hekkg  a 
pi^tty  young  man,"  I  conceive  it  to  be  so 
intended)  i  am  sure  Your  Majesty  will  see  that 
it  is  the  faardert  thing  imaginable  upon  me,  that» 
upon  an  occurrence  which  passed  in  JLady 
{Sheffield's  house,  on  a  visit  to  her,  iiady 
Sheffield  herself  was  neyer  exammed ;  for  if  shf 
had  been,  I  am  aoavinced  tfaiat  the  Noble  Lords; 
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the  Coimnisfiionefs,  nerer  eoufd  have  pot  me  to 
the  paiofiil '  degradatioD  of  stating  any .  thing 
iipon  this  aoigect 

i  ^' The- statement  b^ns  by  Mrs.  lisle's  uqui* 
ring  what  company  iras  there  1  and  Lady  Shef* 
field  saying,  '*  only  Mr.  John  Chester,  who  was 
^re  by  Her  Royal  Higfaness's  orders;  that  she 
oould  get  no  other  company  on  accoont  of  the 
aoads/'  Js  not  this.  Sire,  li^  open  to  the 
inference,  that  Mr.  John  Cheefter  was  4he  only 
person  who  had  been  invited  by  my  orders! 
If  Lady  ^efield  had  been  examined,  she  would 
have  been  able  to  have  produced  tbk  very  letter 
in  which,  in  answer  to  her  Ladyship's  request, 
tliat  I  wouid  let  her  know,  what  company  it 
would  be  agreeable  for  me  to  meet,  I  said,* 
'^every  thing  of  the  name  of  North,  all  the 
Legges  and  Cheaters,  William  and  John,  &c« 
kc.  and  Mr.  £Ujott.''  Instead  of  singling  out, 
therefore,  Mr.  John  Chester,  I  included  him  in 
.the  enumeration  which  1  made  of  the  near 
relations  of  Lady  Sheffield ;  and  Your  Majesty* 
from,  this  alone^  cannot  iail  to .  see  how  folise  a 
colour,  even  a  true  fact  can  assume^  if  it  be  not 
sufficiently  inquired  into  and.  explained. 

**  As  to  the  circumstance  of  my  having  been 
taken  ill  in  the  night,,  being  obl%ed  to  get  up^ 
and  light  my  candle ;.  why  this  feet  should  be 
Hocorded,  1  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  concttve^ 
All  the  circumstances,  however,  req>ecting  it^ 
connected  very .  much  as  th,ey  are,  with  the 
particular  disposition  .of  Lady  Sheffidd's  house, 

vonld  have  been  fully   explained,  if  thought 
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material  to  have  been  inquired  after  by  Lady 
Sbeffield  herself;  and  I  riiould  have  been 
relieved  from  the  painful  degradation  of  alluding 
at  all  to  a  circumstance,  Mrfaicfa  I  could  not 
further  detail,  without  a  d^^ree  of  indelicacy; 
«nd  as  I  cannot  possibly  suppose  that  such  a 
detail  can  be  necessary  for  my  defence,  it 
would,  especially  in  addressing  Your  Majesty, 
be  wholly  inexcusable.  With  respect  to  the 
attention  which  I  paid  to  Mr*  Chester,  and  my 
walking  out  twice  alone  with  hhrn  for  a  short 
Itme,  I  know  not  how  to  notice  it  At  this 
distance  of  time,  I  am  not  certain  that  I  cbh^ 
with  perfect  accuracy,  account  for  the  cireum* 
stance.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  ^ny  morn- 
ing; it  was  on  the  27th  or  28th  of  December; 
and  whether,  wiping  to  take  a  walk,  1  did  not 
desire  Lady  Sheffield,  or  Mrs.  I^isle,  or  any 
lady  to  accompany  me,  in  doing  what,  in  such 
a  morning,  1  might  think  mtgfat  be  disagreeable 
to  them,  I  really  cannot  precisely  state  to  Yoqr 
Majesty. 

**  But  here  again  perhaps,  in  the  judgment  of 
some  persons,  may  be  an  instance  of  familiarity, 
which  was  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales ;  but  surely  prejudice  against 
me  and  my  character,  must  exceed  all  natural 
bounds  in  tbose  minds,  in  which  any  inference 
of  crime,  or  moral  depravity,  can  be  dravm  frmn 
(Rich  a  fact.  As  to  Captain  Moore,  it  seems  he 
was  left  alone  with  me,  and  twice  in  one  after* 
nocm  by  Mrs.  lisle ;  he  was  alone  with  me  half 
an  hour    The  first  time  Mrs.  Lisle  left  us^^her 


exasiiiiiatioii  says  it  was  to  Uok  fet  a  book, 
which  1  wishsd  to  lend  to  Gaptaki  Moorst  How 
long  she  was  abaent  on  diat  ocoasioii  she  is  net 
asked,  but  it  could  have  been  bat  ten  aaintttos, 
as  she  appears  to  have  been  absent  twenty 
minutes  the  second  time.  The  Commissionefa, 
thojsgh  they  particttlarly  return  to  the  Idqitiry 
with  respect  to  the  length  of  time  of  her  second 
absence^  did  not  require  her  to  tdl  them  the 
occasion  of  it;  if  they  had^  she  would  hvfe  told 
tiiem  that  it  was  in  search  of  the  aame  book ; 
that  having  on  the  first  occasion  looked  for  k 
in  the  drawing-room,. she  went  afterwards  for  it 
in  Mrs.  Fitsgerakl's  room.  But  I  made  him  a 
present  of  an  inkstand .  I  hope  Your  Majesty 
will  not  think  i  am  trifling  with  your  pati^ice^ 
when  1  take  notice  of  aach  trifles.  But  it  is  of 
such  trifles  as  these  that  the  evidence  consists, 
when. it  is  the  evidence  of  respectoble  witoesses 
speaking  to  facts^  and  consequently  speaking  only 
the  truth.  Captain  Moore  had  conferced  on  me 
what  I  felt  as  a  considerable  obligaticm  My 
Mother  is  very  partial  to  the  lale  Dr.  Moore's 
writings.  Captain  Moore,  as  Your  M^iesty 
knows,  is  his  son,  and  he  promised  to  Imd  me^ 
ibr  the  purpose  of  seadiog  it  to  my  Mother^  a 
manuscript  of  an  unpublished  work  .of.  4be 
Doctor's.  In  return  for  this  civility^  I  begged 
kis  acoeptance  of  a  trifling  present 

There  is  one  circumstance  alluded. to  in  tiiMe 
examinations,  which  1  know  not  how  to  notieet 
4uad  yet  ieel  it  imposaiUe  to  ooiit^  I  taieaA  what 
respects  certain  anonymous  papers  or  letters, 
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marked  A.  B.  and  C.  to  wlricli  Lwd'  GkcrinoiK 
deley  appears  to  hare  been  examiiied,  upon  Aft 
rapposilioii  of  their  being  my  hand**writuig»    A 
letter  marked  A.  appears,  by  die  ejcawioation  ti 
Lady  Douglas,  to  hare  been  prodhiced  by  her  j 
and  Ike  two  papers  marked  B.^  and  a  cover 
mlirked  C,  appear  to  have  been  produced  b^ 
1^  John.    These  papers  1  have  never  seen ;  inst 
1  collect  them  to  be  the  same  as  are  alluded  to 
hi  Lady  Douglas's  original    declaration,   smI,. 
ftom^^er  representation  of  them,  they  are  moitt 
infemous  productions.    From  the  style  and  lam 
gnage  of  the  letter,  'fAe  says  Sir  John  Douglas, 
Sir  Sydney  Smith,  and  herself,  would  have  no 
manner  of  hesitatton  in  swearing  point  blank, 
(for  that  is  her  phrase)  to  their  b^ng  in  my  hand<> 
writing ;  and  it  seems,  from  the  sbttement  of  His 
Boyal  Highness  the  Duke   of  Kent,   that  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  had  been  imposed  upon  to  believe 
that  these  letters  and  papers  were  really  written 
and  sent  to  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  by  m«, 
I  cannot  help,  however,    remarking  to  Your 
Majesty,  that  though  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas 
produce  these  papere,  and  mark  them,  yet  neitiier 
the  one  nor  the  other  swears  to  their  b^ief  of  my 
hand* writing ;  it  does  not  indeed  appear,  that 
they  were  asked  the  question ;  and  when  it  once 
occurred  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  material  to 
inquire  whose  hand-writing  these  papers  were, 
I  should  have  beat  much  surprised  at  their  not 
applying  to  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas  to  swesir 
it,  as  in  their  original  declaration,  they  oferedto 
do,  if  it  had  not -been  dmt,  by  that  time  1  suppose^ 

4s 


the  Cfominitaiajlev*  Ji4td  «fttjafibdjtblsQ|*e|v^.  oi 
tlie;trae  falM-af  Sic  iokuBmA  liB4y  Doug^'a 
cmtiiB,  aad  thbre&re  did  not  thinks  it  iWocMi  whUa 
to  aak  then  any  fiirther  qneation^* 

/'  Ilia  Royal  HighnMB  the  Digike  of  Kl^nt^  aa 
appears  by ifais  narratiTe,  was  coaTiiieed  by  Sir 
Sydhey  Smifth^  (hat  thede  letters  came  from  fne« 
iUA  Hoyal  Highoeaa  had  been  applied  to  by.nae; 
itf  consequence  of  my  having  recefved  a  liHfliai 
note  from  Sit  John,  ^dy  Dong^as^  alid  Sir 
Sydney  Snutb,  reqaeating  an  andience  knaM* 
diately;  tins  was  soon  after  my  having  desirnd 
tn  ^e  nt>  more  of.  lady  Douglas.  I  ctaceiTed 
therefoife,  the  audience  was  reqidred  for  the  port 
pose  of  mmonstrance,  and  explanation  upon  this 
chrcumsianee^  and  as  I  was  determined  not  to 
alter  my  resolntion,  nor  admit  of  any  disowsion 
upon  it,  I  requested  His  Royal  Highoess,  who 
happened  to  be  acquainted  with  Sir  Sydney 
SmHiii  to  try  to  prereat  my*  having  iany  Authsr 
trouble  upon  the  subject  His  Royal  Highness 
maw  Sir  fijrdney  Smilb,  and  being  iia|>K8sed  by 
iiim  with  the  belief  of  Lady  Ikniglae's  story,  that 
i  neas  the  author  of  these  anonymous  fettere^<he 
4id  tiiat  which  naturally  becamehim^  under  such 
belief;  he  endeavoured,  for  the  peace  of  Your 
Majesty,  and  the  honor  of  the  Royal  Family,  to 
ioebp  from  the  knowledge  of  the  wioiid,  what, 
if  it  had  been  true^  would  have  jusdy  reflected 
suck  infiaite  disg^ce  upon  me :  and^  it  seems 
4otn  the  narrative,  that  he  procured,  throu{^  Sir 
Sydney  Smith,  Sir  John  Douglas's  aasumn/se 
^liat  he  .would,  under  existing  cimmstanoes. 


KmM  quiet,  if  lieft  itmn0leflte<jL^'*'TJbis  result 
(Hk  Royal:  HighnmB  says)  he  ^cdmioimicatet} 
to  ma  theMtowiig  day,  and  I  sMtned  satiifieii 
with  k.'^    And  ulidoitbtddly,  a&^  liie  ody  t^lmt 
mmkiattd;  tbe.r^aiittito  bm^  lii^oUM^not Ijie^oiher^^ 
yme  JtbadioBtiisied';*  f»r<as  ail  thttt  1  w9ntediW4ii> 
n6t'  to  fae;  pbliged  tdffMe  ^ic  John  jand'  lAdy 
Dbuj^laflH  and  'adt  t#»tbe:  ttoabled  iby :  tb^m .  aiif 
mftfe^the.reMilA  of  1^ 'Rbryjal  Higbflofeisa 3 interr 
fiBfteooy  threugJb£liF  SyKlney^Salith^  Wa$.to  pfto-' 
eare  Ine  all  AsM  I  wanted-     I  .do. not  wonder 
that  Hifi  Royal  Highnaas  did  not  'taeatiQii  io  mb 
the  pajrtlcttlara  of  thtee  mfambus  lfattea-i|  and 
dMwinfs,  whinb  w^ro  ateribed  t^  me?  &ff  %ft 
Wag  aB>hie' believed  <ibe|r.  #ero  inae»  aiidoubMdlSl 
it  itraa  ai  subject  whioh  hemuat  hdwe-  wiah^d'-M 
aT«id;  bat  I. lament)  as  it  happeaa/tliiiihe^did 
not^  ab  J  ahoQU  bave  aatisfiad'blm,  aa  iia"M 
Watty  aaafay  aateartWrn  ]o£miBje  eoaU  ba^vesatisi 
fiedr  bim,.by  declaring  to  bii»y;ad  Ido  n^w  otoat 
a^lemniy,  tbaitithe.  letter  ia  not  ainat  and  ihbti 
know  nothing  wbatercr  of  ittie  conteateiof  i<^  m 
of  Ibe  other'  papera ;  and  1  traat :  tbat ;  Hisr-  RoyaA 
Highneia^  and  •frery  ooeietee  wbo  ma^  Ua/ve 
takm  upany ifaWeiriipresflian  coneemiiig tiMtaHi 
to  my*  pr^jndiee,  from  tbe  •aaaeitioii  of  Sir  J<^n 
wd  Lady  IWuglaa,  y^W,  upon  my- aoaertion^  ami 
tbe  eridawe  of  Load  Chohnondeley,  remb^a 
Iran  theur  misda   tfaia  .balnamious  fabebobdv 
t?bkli^  with  many  othar i^,  tbe  ihaliee  of  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas  bat  endeaToumd^  to  faat« 
iqMmnoe. 
''  To  all  these  paptes^  Lady  Dionglas  stdtoam 
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ber  declaratioii,  that  rmt  (My  helMlf  aad  Sir 
John  Douglas,  but  i9ir   Sydney  8iiiifth,  wattld 
bare  no  beaitatioii  in  afweariog  to  be  in  my  Jbaad* 
writing; — ^Wb^t  aaya  Lord  Cbolmotideley  ?— ^^-- 
'*  Tbat  he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  my  nmiuier 
of  writilig.    Letter  A.  ia  not  of  my  baad^^vniting  ; 
that  the  two  papers  marked  B»  appear  to  htt 
wrote  ini  a  dkiguiaed  hand ;  that  some  of  the 
Istlers  in  them,  remarkably  resemble  nnne,  b«tf 
because  of  the  dtsgnise,  be  cannot  say  wheftet 
they  are  or  not;  as  to  the  cotct  marked  €.,  he 
did  not  aee  the  same  resemblance."  .  Of  these 
felir  papers,  (all  of  which  are  stated  by  Lady 
Doaglas  to  be  so  cleariy  and  plamly  mine^  dtet 
there  can  be  no  hesitation  upon  the  sofcyect)  twt^ 
boar  no  resemblance  to  it ;  and  al  Aongh  the  other 
two,  wtttUm  in  a  disgused  hand,  hai^  seme 
letters  remarkaUy  resembling  mine,  yet,  I  trast 
r  shall  not,  Q|>on  soch  e?idefioe,  be  snbjaeled  to 
so  base  an  imputation ;  and  really.  Sire,  I  kntfw 
aot  bow  to  account  for  the  Commissiooefs  esa- 
minmg  and  reporting  upon  Uhs  subject,  in  tkis» 
manner.    For  I  undtfstand  from  Mrs*  Fitsge«* 
raid,  that  these  drawings  were  produced  by  the 
Commmsioners  to  her;  and  that  she  was  esca^ 
mined  as  to  her  knowledge  of  themy  and  aato  the' 
battd*writing  upon  them ;  that  she  was  satisfied^, 
and  swore  that  they  were  not  my  hamd^wrking, 
and  that  she  knew  noUiing  of  them,  and  did  not 
belief  e  Ibey  could  possibly  cMoe  from  any  lady 
in  my  house.    She  was  shewn  the  seal  also, 
which  Lady  Douglas  in  htt  declaratasB  says, 
was  the  *<  identical  one  wiA  which  I  had  sum- 
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Mailed  Sir  Ji^  DopglM  to  lunchaMW  To  tin 
seal,  though  it  so  much  resembled  one  that  ber- 
leaged  to  herself,  as  to  make  her  hesitate  till  she 
had  particttlariy  observed  it;  she  was  at  last; as 
pesitive,  as  to  the  hand-wrkiiig ;  and.. having 
•KfMessad  heiaelf  with  some  feeling  land  iodigim- 
titfi  at  the  suppositkMii  that  either  hemelf,  ot 
any  of  my  ladies,  oouVd  be  guilty  of  so  JTool  a 
tnmsactioa,  th*  Commissioiiers  toll  her^  they  wens 
satisfied,  and  believed  her ;  and  there  is  ^aot^Nif 
word  of  all  this  related  in  her  examinationt 
Now^  if  thehr  Lordships  were  satisfied  firom  tlmu 
or  any  other  circumstance,  that  these  irttsn 
weee  jnot  my  writing,  and  did  not  come  from  me^ 
I  can  account  for  their  not  preserving  any  tm«e 
of  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  evidence  on  this  point,  and 
leaving  it  out  of  their  inquiry  akogethor ;  but,  if 
ttiey  thoDght  proper  to  preserve  any  evideMJB 
upon  it,  to  sMtke  it  the  snivect  of  any  examinatiott, 
sarely  they  should  not  have  left  it  on  Lord  Chel- 
mi^ndeley's  slope;  but  I  ought, to  have  had  the 
benefit  of  Mis.  Fitzgerald's  evidence  also.  But,  as 
I  said  before,  they  take  no  notice  of  her  evidence  ; 
nay>  they,  finish  their.  Report,  they  execute  it 
according  to  the  dato  it  bears,  upon  tlM  Uth.  of 
July,  and  it  is  not  until  two  days  aAerwasdst 
aamrty,  on  the  Iddit  Ihat  they  exasMoe  Locd  Choi- 
mondeley  to  the  haod^writing— *with  what  view,  • 
and  for  what  purpoee!,^  1  cannot  even  surmise ;  buli, 
with  whate?er  view^  and  for  whatever  purpose,, 
if  these  letters  are  at  all  to  be  alluded  to  in  the 
Report,  or  the  examinati<ms  accompanying  it, 
surelv  I  ouaht  to  have  had  the  braefit  of  the 
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flilberevidMoe,  wliidi  lUdpnaxtidiOky  oooiiletfltai 

.  '^  i  hate  Muvdi,  Siire^goiie  tliMugh  all  tbtf  ikMlteM 
eoiiteibefil  iaifae  eKaAidaliaii^  4m  ndiich.  I  thaU 
it  im  iatiy  ^  d^give  necraMry^  to^-^roabld*  Yo«f 
MMieBty  witfi  any  observalioaB j  •  £or  lMito.<|he 
cQcaminatianoC  Mrs«  Td wnkyt  thp  .iwtshcriti^niMi^ 
if  ikafiplaes  at  alU  it ndutit ihave  beleai iqteaded to 
kaxw  ^ilbciedi  etideflca  of  my  pp^gnaiicy  aod 
piscanriage;.  Aiid  whether  the  icircuttiataiiee 
ahe.Bpfialsji  tOK,  waa  ocoasiooed  by  .lay  hMfiif^ 
baea  bled,  with  leeehes^  or  wbethev -ah.  a«taal 
■meakTii^  did  take  plate  in  my  ftorily,  iftAd  by 
aameimeaBa  ttneii  beloognigtto  mes  waa  pibctted 
and  tiapd  tqxm  the  OQcaaioD ;  or.towhaiav^arotfier 
eieemnataiiee  itis  to  be  meribed^  aftc^  the-mannar 
in  'inhich  the.  CovMnififiiottew  have  etepaoawod 
Aair  .opiniQD,  oa  the  part  of  the^aae^fespectiag 
ny  siippoaed  *  pregaan/Dy,  and  aftar  thei  evi^- 
dmce  on  whicbthey  formed  theif'  opiotoii,  I  lia 
not  conceive  myaelf -called' upon  to  aay  «Kby  thmg 
apoD  it;  OP  that  any  thing  I  ^oiild  say  oolild  be 
more  sattaftictory,  than  pepeatipg  the  opinioii  of 
the  Cominissionera,  as  atated'  in  <;heir  H^povt, 
viz.  <*That  nothing  had  appehredto  the»/«liMh 
wonld  vmnraat  the  belief  that  I  was'  piegnaatan 
that  yeair,  (f808)  or  at  4ay  other  period  within 
the  oampasB  of  their  inqnitiea*-4hat  thffiy  iMmld 
not  be  watranted  in  •  eJcpreaaingt  aiiy  dotdrt 
reapectN^g  the  all^^ged  pMgfnancy  of  thvPrkioMa, 
aa  stated  in  the  original  dMlaratfoa^  a  laot  so 
fully  ocKntradicted,  and  by  ao  many  witneiseq*  th 
whom^  if  true,  it  mniit  in  vations  ways^have  bemi 
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ticked  ,  in  tbei  ^etiginal'  4aoifnitii9bs,'  wkiofe  I 
itiiefat  4ifi9e  fo^ad  it'mbcmMtf  ta  aiiMKm>i<^>{)fBt 
Imt  eift -title  CkHmmisttoilenr  do!  not*  appear  ^e-  heif^ 
ei^^fed  iato  any  exafmnatkxD  witb  le^ieict  to 
tbtm^  |vcoiil»nt  nydelf  trith  thkikiog,  th^lhej 
haid  fo^und  the:0|eaM  of  sattsfyk!^  tbemaelves  bt 
the  utteir  ftileehobd  of  those  partknlaFs,  and 
tb jprefore  tfaat'they  can  jr^quire  no  coatra^ictidB 
or  pbff rv^ftkm  ftom  me.  ^> 

r  '<  On  the  -det^lafatioiis,  tbwefope;  and  *Hb 
evideocey  1  have  i  nothing  fuvther  to  temwtki 
Aod,  €OD«ek)ils  of  the  l«qgth  M  which  I  hare 
trespassed  on  Your  Majesty's  imtimoe;  I  viU 
^Miear  .to  waste  yo««  time  hy  any  endeavdiir  to 
recqpitnlate  what  I  have  said .  >  Sowe  .ft  w .  dbain^ 
▼Ationa,  however,  jbefi)^  I  oooifiliide,  I  nuast  ho^& 
to  be  permitted  to  aohjoin. 
.  f^-In  many  of  the  observations  which  I*  ha^ 
fMde,  Your  Maj^y  will  observe  that  I  htmte 
noticed  what  baure  appealed  to  me  to  be  great 
omissions  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners^  in 
the  manner  of  takihg  tbeir  exan^nations;'  in 
feibeariiig  to  put  any  questions  to  the  witneitees, 
in  4he  nature  pf  a  oross-'exanrination  of  them  ;-^ 
to  confront  them  with  each  other ;  and  to  call 
Other  witnesses^  whose  testimony  must  either 
have  confirmed  or  falsified,  in  important  paff- 
ticulans,  the  examinations  as  they  >  have  taken 
them.  It  may  perhaps  occnr^  in  consequence  of 
s«ueb  observations,  that  •  I  am  desirous  that  this 
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missioneni  should  recommence  their  taboim, 
aad  that  they  aboald  proceed  to  rappiy  the 
defbcts  in  their  preViom  examinatioiiSy  fay  a 
fiiller  encolxoii  of  their  duty.  I  tiierefore  think 
it  necessary,  most  distinctly  and  emphaticidly  to 
state,  diat  I  have  no  sach  meaning :  and  iwhat^ 
ever  may  be  the  risk  that  I  piay  incur  of  being 
charged  "with  betraying  a  coMcionsness  of  guilt, 
by  thus  flyiag  from  an  extension  or  repetition  of 
^s  Inqwiry,  I  must  distmctly  state,  that  so  flur 
from  requesting  the  revival  of  it,  I  humbly  request 
Your  Majesty  woald*  be  graciously  pleased  to 
understand  me  as  reroonstmting  and  protesting 
against  it,  in  the  strongest  and  most  solemn 
manner  in  my  power. 

^  I  am  yet  to  learn  the  legality  of  such  a  Com* 
•mJBsion  to  inquire,  even  in  the  case  of  Bigh 
TVeasen,  or  any  other  crime  known  to  the  laws 
of  the  country.  If  it  is  lawful  ^  in  the  case  of 
'High  Treason,  supposed  to  be  cononitted  by  me, 
surely  it  must  be  lawfol  also  in  the  case  of  li%h 
Treason,  supposed  to  be  committed  by  other 
subjects  of  Your  Majesty. 

*'  That  there  is  much  objection  to  it,  in  reason 
and  principle,  my  understanding  asrares  nie» 
That  such  inquiries,  carried  on  upon  ex  |Mrfs 
examination,  and  a  -Report  of  the  result  by 
persons  of  high  authority,  may,  nay  must^  bttvea 
tendency  to  prejudice  the  character  of  the 
parties  who  are  exposed  to  them,  and  thereby 
influence  the  iurther  proceedings  in  their  case>«^ 
that  are  calculated  to  keep  back  from  notice,  and 
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ill  iBMority^  the  person  of  a  fiUse  accuser;,  and  to 
leave  the  accused  ia  the  predicament  of  neither 
being  able  to  look  forward  iot  protection  to  an 
acquittal  of  himself,  nor  for  redresil^  to  the  eon«> 
Ticdon  of  his  Accuser: — that  these  and  many 
other  objections  occur  to  such  a  mode  of  pro** 
ceeding,  in  the  case  of  a  crime  known  to  the 
laws  of  this  country,  appears  to  be  quite  obvious. 
•s^Bot  if  CSommissioners  acting  tmder  such  a 
power,  or  Your  Majesty's  Privy  Council » or  any 
regular  Magistrates,  when  tbey  have  satisfied 
themselves  of  the  falsehood  of  the  principal 
charge,  and  the  absence  of  all  legal  and  substati- 
tive.offeace,  are  to  be  considered  as  empowered 
to  proceed  in  the  examinaiiofi  of  the  particulars 
of  private  life ;  to  report  upon  the  proprieties  of 
domestic  conduct,  and  the  decorams  of  private 
behaviour ;  and  to  pronounce  their  opinion  against 
the  party,  upon  the  evidence  of  dissatisfied 
servants,  whose  veracity  th^y  are  to  hold  up  as 
nnimpeai^able ;  and,  to  do  this  without  pef« 
mitting  the  penson  whose-  condaet  is  inqokred 
into^  to  snggtest  one  word  in  explanation^  or 
contradiction  of  the  matter  with  which  they  are 
charged;  it  would^  I  submit  to  Your  Majesty, 
pMve  such  sfn  attack  i^>on  the  confidence  ami 
sacnrity  of  domestic  life,  such  a  means  of  record- 
ings trader  the  sanction  of  great  names  and  high 
aothorities,  the  most  malicious  and  foulest 
imputations,  that  no  character  could  possibly 
be  secure;  aaul  would  do  more  Co  break  in 
upon  and  undermine,  the  happiness  and  com-* 
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fort  of  life,  than  any  proceeding  which  covld  be 
imagined. 

"  The  public  in  general  perhaps,  may  feel  not 
much  interest  in  the  establishment  of  such  a  pre- 
eedent,  in  my  case.  They  may  think  it  to  be  a 
course  of  proceeding  scarcely  applicable  to  any 
private  subject;  yet»  if  once  such  a  court  of 
honor,  of  decency  ,and  of  manners,  was  establish- 
ed, many  subjects  might  occur,  to  which  it 
be  thought  advisable  to  extend  its 
beyond  the  instance  of  a  Princess  of  Wales*  But 
should  it  be  intended  to  be  confined  to  me.  Your 
Majesty,  I  trusty  will  not  be  surprised  to  find  tiiat 
it  does  not  reconcile  me  the  better  to  it,  should 
1  learn  myself  to  be  the  single  instance  in  yoar 
kingdom,  who  is  exposed  to  the  scrutiny  of  so 
severe  and  formidable  a  tribunal.  So  far  there- 
fore,  from  giving  that  sanction  or  consent  to  any 
fresh  Inquiry^  upon  similar  principles,  which  I 
should  seem  to  do^  by  requiring  the  renewal  of 
these  examinations,  I  must  protest  agahast  it; 
protest  against  the  nature  of  the  proceeding, 
because  its  result  caonot  be  fair.  I  must  protest, 
as  long  at  least  as  it  remains  doubtful,  against 
the  legality  of  what  has  already  passed,  as  well 
as  against  the  legality  of  its  repetition. — If  Uie 
course  be  legal,  I  must  submit  to  the  laws, 
however  severe  they  may  be*  But  I  trust  new 
law  is  not  to  be  found  out,  and  applied  to  my 
case.  If  I  am^  guilty  of  crime,  I  know  I  am 
amenable,  (I  am  most  contented  to  continue  so,) 
to  the  impartial  laws  of  Your  Majesty's  kingdom. 
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and  I  fear  no  charge  brought  against  me,  in  open 
day,  under  the  public  eye,  before  the  known 
tribunals  of  the  country,  administering  justice 
under  those  impartial'  and  enlightened  laws. 
But  secret  tribunals,  created  for  the  first  time 
for  me,  to  form  and  pronounce  opinions  upon 
my  conduct ,  without  hearing  me ;  to  record,  in 
the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  which  they  report^ 
imputations  against  my  character,  upon  ex  parte 
examinations^ — till  I  am  better  reconciled  to  the 
justice  of  their  proceedings,  I  cannot  fail  to  fear, 
^nd  till  I  am  better  informed  as  to  their  legality, 
I  cannot  fail  in  duty  to  my  dearest  interests, 
most  solemnly  to  remonstrate,  and  to  protest 
against  them. 

**  If  such  tribunals  as  these,  are  called  into 
action  against  me,  by  the  false  charges  of  friends 
turned  enemies,  of  servants  turned  traitors,  and 
acting  as  spies ;  by  the  foul  conspiracy  of  such 
social  and  domestic  treason,  I  can  look  to  no 
security  to  my  honor,  in  the  most  spotless  and 
cautious  innocence.  By  the  contradiction  and 
denial,  which,  in  this  case,  I  have  been  enabled 
to  procure^  of  the  most  important  facts  which 
have  been  sworn  against  me  by  Mr  Cole  and 
Mr.  Bidgood; — by  the  observations,  and  the 
reasonings,  which  I  have  addressed  to  Your 
Majesty,  I  am  confident  that,  to  those  vi'hose 
sense  of  justice  will  lead  them  to  wade  through 
this  long  detail,  I  shall  have  removed  the  impres- 
sions which  have  been  raised  against  me. — >fiut 
how  am  I  to  insure  a  patient  attention  to  all  this 
statement?     How  many  will  hear  that  the  Lord 
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High  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chief  Jtistiee  of  the 
King's  Bench,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy, 
aud  one  of  Your  Majesty's  principal  Seeretuies 
of  State,  have  reported  against  me,  upon  evidence 
which  they  have  declared  to  be  unbiassed  aod 
unquestionable ;  *who  will  never  have  the  oppor* 
tunity,  or  if  they  had  the  opportunity,  might  not 
have  the  ioclinationj  to  correct  the  error  of  that 
Report,  by  the  examination  of  my  statement. 

*'  I  feel  therefore,  that  by  this  proceeding,  my 
character  has  received  essential .  injury.  For  a 
Princess  of  Wales  to  have  been  placed  in.  a 
situation,  in  which  it  was  essential  to  her  honor 
to  request  one  gentleman  to  swear,  that  he  was 
not  locked  up  at  midnight  in  a  room  with  her 
alone ;  and  another,  that  he  did  not  give  her  a 
lascivious  salute,  and  never  slept  in  her  house^ 
is  to  have  been  actually  degraded  and  disgraced. 
1  have  been,  Sire,  placed  in  this  situation,  I  have 
been  cruelly,  (Your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  say 
so,)  cruelly  degraded  into  the  necessity  of  making 
such  requests.  A  necessity  which  [  never  could 
have  been  exposed  to,  even  under  this  laquiry, 
if  more  attention  had  been  griven  to  the  examipa^ 
tion  of  these  malicious  charges,  and  ef  the  evi-> 
dence  on  which  they  rest.  Much  solicitude  is 
felt,  aud  justly  so,  as  connected  with  this  Inquiry, 
for  the  honor  of  Your  Majesty *s  illustrious  family. 
But  surely  a  true  regard  to  that  honor,  should 
have  restrained  those  who  really  felt  for  it,  from 
casting  such  severe  reflections  on  the  character 
and  virtue  of  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
*'  If,  indeed^  after  the  most  diligent  and  anxious 
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Inquiry,  penetrating  into  every  circumstaace  con- 
nected with  the  charge^  searcbing  every  soarce 
from  which  information  could  be  derived^  and 
scrutinizing  with  all  that  acutenesa,  into  the 
credit  and  character  of  the  witnesses,  which  great 
experience^  taient,  and  intelligence  could  bring 
to  such  a  subject ;  and  above  all,  if,  after  giving 
me  some  opportunity  of  being  heard,  the  force  of 
truth  had  at  length  compelled  any  persons  to  form 
as  reluctantly^  and  as  unwillingly  ais  they  would, 
against  their  own  daughters  the  opinion  that  has 
been  pronounced  ;  no  regard,  unquestionably  to 
my  honor  and  character,  nor  to  that  of  Your 
Majesty's  family,  as  in  some  degree  involved  in 
mine,  could  have  justified  the  suppression  of 
that  opinion,  if  legally  called  for,  in  the  course 
of  official  and  public  duty.  Whether  such  cau- 
tion and  reluctance  are  really  manifest  in  these 
proceedings,  I  must  leave  to  less  partial  judg* 
ments  than  my  own  to  determine. 

'*  In  the  full  examination  of  these  proceedings^ 
which  justice  to  my  own  character  has  required 
of  me,  1  have  been  compelled  to  make  many 
observations,  which  I  fear  may  prove  offen- 
sive to  peftons  in  high  power.  Your  Miu<^ty 
will  easily  believe^  when  1  solemnly  assure  yoii» 
that  1  have  been  deeply  sorry  to  yield  to  the 
necessity  of  so  doing.  This  proceeding  mani* 
festa  that  I  have  enemies  enough ;  1  could  not 
wish  unnecessarily,  to  increase  their  number^  or 
their  weight.  1  trust  however,  I  have  done  it. 
I  know  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  do  it,  in  a 
manmr  as  little  offensive  as  the  justice  due  to 
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myself  would .  allow  of;  but  I  have  felt  that  t 
have  been  deeply  injured  ;thLt  I  have  had  much  to 
complain, of;  and  that  my  silence  now^  would 
not  be  taken  for  forbearance^  but  would  be 
ascribed  to  me  as  a  confession  of  guilt.  The  Re- 
port itself  announced  to  me,  that  these  things 
which  had  been  spokeu  to  by  the  witnesses, 
**  great  improprieties  and  indecencies  of  conduct^^* 
^'  necessarily  occasioning  most  unfavorable  inter- 
*^  pretations,  and  deserving  the  most  serious  con- 
'*  sideration,  must  be  credited  till  decidedly  con- 
'^  tradicted.'*  The  most  satisfactory  disproof  of 
these  circumstances,  (as  the  contradiction  of  the 
accused  is  always  received  with  caution  and 
distrust)  rested  in  the  proof  of  the  foul  malice  and 
falsehood  of  my  accusers  and  their  witnesses. 
The  Report  announced  to  Your  Majesty  that 
those  witnesses,  whom  I  felt  to  be  foul  confede- 
rates in  a  base  conspiracy  against  me,  were  not 
to  be  suspected  of  unfavorable  bias,  and  their 
veracity,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners, 
not  to  be  questioned. 

*'  Under  these  circumstances,  Sire,  what  could 
I  do  ?  Could  I  forbear,  in  justice  to  myself,  to 
annodnce  to  Your  Majesty  the  exidtence  of  a 
conspiracy  against  my  honor,  and  my  station  in 
this  country  at  least,  if  not  against  my  life ! 
Could  1  forbear  to  point  out  to  Your  Majesty, 
bow  long  this  intended  mischief  had  been  medi- 
tated against  me  ?  Could  I  forbear  to  point  out 
my  doubt,  at  least,  of  the  legality  of  the  Commis- 
sion, under  which  the  proceeding  had  been  bad  ; 
or  to  point  out  the  errors  and  inaccuracies,  into 
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ivhich  the  great  and  able  men»  \rha  were  oained 
in  this  CommiBsiou,  under  the  hurry  and  pressure 
of  their  great  official  occupations,  had  fallen,  in 
the  execution  of  this  duty  ?  Could  1  forbear  to 
state  and  to  urge,  the  great  injustice  and  injury 
that  had  been  done  to  my  character  and  my 
honor,  by  opinions  pronounced  against  me  with- 
out hearing  me?  And  if,  in  the  execution  of  this 
great  task^  so  essential  to  my  honor,  I  have  let 
drop  any  expressions  which  a  colder,  and  more 
cautious  prudence,  would  have  checkied^  I  ap- 
peal to  Your  Majesty's  warm  heart,  and  generous 
feelings,  to  suggest  my  excuse,  and  to  afford  my 
pardon. 

''What  I  have  said,  I  have  said  under  the 
pressure  of  much  misfortune,  under  the  provo- 
cation of  great  and  accumulated  injustice.  Oh! 
Sire^  to  be  unfortunate,  and  scarce  to  feel  at 
liberty  to  lament;  to  be  cruelly  used,  and  to 
feel  it  almost  an  offence,  and  a  duty  to  be  silent, 
is  a  hard  lot;  but  use  had,  in  some  degree, 
inured  me  to  it :  but  to  find  my  misfortunes  and 
my  injuries,  imputed  to  me  as  faults;  to  be 
called  to  account  upon  a  charge  made  against 
me  by  Lady  Douglas,  who  was  thought  at  first 
worthy  of  credit,  although  she  had  pledged  her 
veracity  to  the  fact,  of  my  having  admitted  that 
1  was  myself  the  aggressor  in  every  thing  of 
which  I  had  to  complain, — ^has  subdued  all 
power  of  patient  bearing ;  and  when  1  was  called 
upon  by' the  Commissioners,  either  to  admit  by 
my  t^ilence,  the  guilt  which  they  imputed  to  me, 
or  to  enter  into  my  defence,  in  contradiction  to 
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.  it  :-^--iU)  longer  at  liberty  to  remain  silent^  I  per- 
haps have  not  known,  how,  with  exact  propriety, 
to  limit  my  expresftions. 

**  1b  happier  days  of  my  life,  before  my  sfArit 
had  been  yet  at  all  lowered  by  my  misforton^, 
1  should  have  been  disposed  to  have  met  such  a 
charge  with  the  contempt  which,  1  trust,  by^  this 
time  Yonr  Majesty  thinks  due  to  it ;   I  should 
have  been  disposed  to  have  defied  my  enemies 
to  the  utmost,  and  to  have  scorned  ta  answer  to 
any  thing  but  a  legal  charge^  before  a  competent 
tribunal ;  but,  ia  my  present  misfortnnes,  such 
fovce  of  mind  is  gone.     I  oilght  perhaps,  so  far, 
to  be  thankful  to  them,  for  tlieir  wholesome 
lessons  of  hmnility.    1  have,  therefore,  entered 
into  this  long  detail,  to  endeavour  to  ramove,  at 
the  first  possible  opportunity,  any  unfavorable 
impressions ;  to  rescue  myself  from  the  dangers 
which  the  continuance  of  these  suspicious  might 
occasion,  and  to  preserve  to  me  Your  Majesty's 
good  opinion,  in  whose  kindness,  hitherto,  1 
hase  icMemd  infinite  consolation^  and  ta  whose 
justice,  under  all  eircamstances,  I  can  confidently 
apfMaL 

'<  Under  the  impression  of  these  sentiments,  I 
throw  myself  at<  Your  Majesty's  feet.  I  know, 
that  whatever  sentiments,  of  resentmait;  what- 
ever wish  for  redress,  by  the  punishment  of  my 
false  accusers,  I  ot^ht  to  fee),  Yoiir  Majesty,  in 
the  father  of  a  stranger,  smarting  under  false 
accusation,  as  the  head  of  your  illustrions 
House^  dishonored  in  me,  and  as  the  great 
guardian  of  the  lawa  of  yomr  kingdom,    thus 


MEMOIRS  OF  CAROLINB.  097 

foully  atteTDpted  to  Have  been  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  injastice,  will  not  fail  to  feel  for 
me.  At  all  events,  I  trust  Your  Majesty  will 
restore  me  to  the  blessing  of  your  gracious 
presence,  and  confirm  to  me,  by  your  own 
gracious  words,  your  satisfactory  conviction  of 
my  innocence. 

I  am, 
Sire, 
With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  loyalty. 
Your  Majesty's  most  affectionate 
^'  and  dutiful  Daughter-in-law, 
"  Subject  and  Servant. 

Montague  House,  2nd  October,  1806» 


*  • 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Edmeades,  of  Greenwich; 

Surgeon  and  Apothecary. 

I  am  a  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  at  Greenwich) 
and  was  appointed  the  Surgeon  and  Apothecary 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  1801.  From  that 
time  I  have  attended  Her  Royal  Highness  and 
her  household.  I  knew  Fafioy  Lloyd  who 
attended  in  the  cdffee-room  at  the  Princess's.  I 
frequently  attended  her  for  colds.  I  do  not 
recollect  that  I  ever  said  any  thing  to  her 
respecting  the  Princess  of  Wales.  It  never 
once  entered  my  thoughts  while  I  attended  the 

^*  4  u 
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Pr^ic^^  tbiit  she  M^as  pregf>aot.  I  never  said 
slue  W8S  90  to  Fanny  IJoyd.  I  have  bled  the 
Princess  twice ;  the  second  bleeding  was  in  1802, 
and  it  was  in  the  June  quarter,  as  appears  by  the 
book  I  kept  I  don't  know  what  she  was  bled 
for — ^it  was  at  her  own  desire — it  was  not  by  any 
medical  advice.  If  1  recollect,  she  complained 
of  a  pain  in  her  chest,  but  1  don't  remember  that 
she  had  any  illness.  I  did  not  use  to  bleed  her 
twice  a'  year.  I  certainly  saw  her  Royal  Ii%h- 
nessiu  Nov.  1802.  Isaw  her  on  the  ]6th«  of 
November,  but  I  had  not  any  idea  of  her  bong 
then  with  child.  I  did  not  attend  her  on  the 
10th  of  Noveipber^  but  I  saw  her  then ;  1  was 
visiting  a  child  (a  male  child^)  from  Deptf<»d.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  the  ihnncess 
in  October,  1 802.  The  child  must  have  been 
from  three  to  five  months  old  when  I  first 
saw  it.  1  have  no  recollection  of  the  Princess 
having  been  ill  about  the  end  of  October,  1802. 
I'have  visited  the  child  very  often  smce^  and  I 
have  always  oadeiMood  it  to  be  the  same  child. 
The  Princess  used  sometimes  to  send  for  leeches^ 
imd  Md  them  fron  me:  1  don't  think  that  I 
attended  tbe  Princess^  or  saw  her  oAem  io  the 
mmmas  iE»nd  aitfpnm  of  1802.  I  hM  not  the 
0ole  'CMe  of  the  PrincefsW  health,  dQiiii^<^ti^ 
time  I  have  spoken  ^.  Sir  Fraaucis  MiUman 
her  pctfasioayBily. 

THOMA&  EDMEADES. 
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Deposition  of  Samuel  C^Ulam  AfiUs,  of  Gfemwkk, 

Surgeon. 

I  am  a  Surgeon  dt  Greenwich ;  have  been  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Edmeades  since  1680. 
Before  he  was  my  partn^r^  I  attended  th6  ^rincMi^ 
of  Wates^s  femily,  from  the  time  of  her  coining^ 
to  Blackh^ath  from  Charlton.  I  was  ap^inte<l 
by  the  PriAcess,  her  Stirgeon,  in  April,  1801^  by 
a  written  appointment^  and  from  that  time  I- 
never  attended  Her  Royal  Highness,  w  any  of 
the  servants,  in  n^y  medical  capaeiiy,  except  tlmt 
I  once  attended  Miss  Gonch^  and  once* Miss 
Millfield.  There  was  a  child  bron^t  to  the 
Princess  While  I  attended  her;  I  iras  oaltod* 
upon  to  eidfiiAine  Hie  child.  It  tiras  k  g^ri.  It 
mnst  have  been  in  1^1,  or  thereabonts.  Thie 
child  aft^r^ards  had  the  measles,  and  1  atteMed 
her.  When  first  I  saw  the  ^ild,  I  Mik  it  mufti 
have  been  about  ten  months  old.  It  must  hav« 
been  prior  to  Aprils  1801.  T  nndeMto^d  tfiift  thd 
child  #as  taketo  Hirongh  i^liarity.  I  rem«MA>dr 
tbatther^  was^^  ftniale  fif^^aht,  iK^ateded'ifl 
tbe  coffee-robm.  I  Htl^if  said  t^  that  Woilian,  ^ 
to  any  otbei^  persori,  Oidt  ti»«  Prin6eSss  iifa#  i^ 
dhild,  or  ifodked  as  if  iht  Was  wi^  dhild ;  a«d  1 
never  thought  so,  or  i^iiritaflsed  ariy  tliibg  of  (h« 
kind.  I  was  once  seMTot'  by  H^r  R6jral  Higfr' 
nesir  to  bleed  hei^.    I  #i(s'  n6t  dt  home,  and  Mr. 
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Edmeades  bled  her.    I  bad  bled  her  two  or  three 
times  before ;  it  was  by  direction  of  Sir  Francis 
Millman.    It  was  for  an  inflammation  she  had 
on  the  lungs.     As  much  as  I  knew,  it  was  not 
usual  for  the  Princess  to  be  bled  twice  a  year« 
I  don't  know  that  any  other  medical  person 
attended  her  at  the  time  that  I  did,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  there  did.      I  don't  know  that  Sir 
Francis  MiUman  had  advised  that  sh^  should  be 
blooded,  at  the  time  that  I  was  sent  for^  and  was 
not  at  home,  nor  what  was  the  cause  of  her 
being  then  blooded.     I  do  recollect  something 
of  having  attended  the  servant  who  was  in  the 
eofiee^oom^  for  a  cold^  but  I  am  sure  I  never 
said  to  her  that  the  Princess  was  with  child,  or 
looked  as  if  she  was  so.    I  have  known  that  the 
Princess  has  frequently  sent  to  Mr.  Edmeades 
for.  leeches.    When  I  saw  the  femalf  chil^t  Mr& 
$aiider  was  jn  the  room^  and  some  «pther  ser^ 
vant9«  but  I  don't  recollect  .who.    I.w^  i^ent  for 
to  see  whether  thjere  wan  aay  diseape«ajiaut  the 
child — ^to  see  whether  it  wes  a  he^l(^2^.<^d,  a$ 
Her  Royal  Highness  mna^t  to  tfd^e  ^.inii^r  her 
patreoage.    The  cluld.  cqulfl  ji^  w.i^k  sdc^ae. 
I  saw  jthe  child  frequei|%faflwwai^.   l^  wa»; 
at  one  tim^  with  Bidgopd.  and  f^thf^  time 
wji^  Gjoeden  and  his  yiite.    I  don'tr^Qol|f9ct  t^^i 
lijbe  PHu^ss  was  by,  al^ftpy  (time  when  I  «awi 
theichildf    I  iiever  «B^  :tfa(9  child  in.  ||d(qntague^ 
House  ^hen  I,alit«Qd|^it:«i8.$t  pa|ieji(,  but.  wti^ 
1  9fs^&mt^nt,ff>T^,U^Jtf^.  i(,  the  cly^.^d  ^y, 
diaQ«fe»  it.^S:iAiMfln|j9gi^,Hoi^e.  v..,.  i 
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The  Depositions  of  Frances  Lbyd. 

I  HAVE  lived  twelve  years  with  the  Princesg 
of  Wales  uext  October*  I  am  ia  the  coffee* 
room.  My  sitaat|on  in  the  coffee-room,  doesh 
not  give  me  opportunities  of  seeing  the  PHneess. 
I  don't  see  her  sometimes  for  mooths.  .  Mr. 
Mills  attended  me  for  a  cold.  Be  ftsked  me  if 
the  Prince  came  to  Blackheatb  backwards  and 
forwards^  or  something  to  that  effect;  for  the 
Princess  was  with  child,  or  looked  as  if  she  wsu^ 
with  child. .  This  must  have  been  three  oj  fou^ 
years  ago.  It  may  have  been  five  years  ago*  j( 
thiokit  must  have  been  some  time  before  the  ci^ild 
was  brought  to  the  Princess.  I  remember  th(9 
child  being  brought.  It  was  brought  into  my  to<v(qu 
I  bad  orders  sent  to  me  to  give  the  mother  arrow 
root^  with  directions  how  to  maj^e  it,  tp  wean  the 
ehild^  and  I  gave  it  to  theqaotheri  ^d  shj^  topl^ 
the  child  aw^y.  J^exyr^x^B  the  mpther.  bri^ght 
the  child  back  again.  Wiiether  it  was  a  ^ecjk,  tea 
days,  or  a  fortnight,  I.capnot  s^y,  but  it.  might 
be  about  tluit.time.  The  second  time  the  mother, 
hroi^ht  the  child,  l^h^;  brought  it  into  my  roonu 
1  asked  her,  how  a  inotber  .qaulcl;part  with  hei:^ 
child.  I  am  not  sure  which  time  I  asli^ed  this/ 
The  mother  cried,  an4  ^^^^  ^^^  could  not  affoixt. 
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to  keep  it.  The  child  was  said  to  be  about  four 
moaths  old  when  it  was  brought.  I  did  Dot  par- 
ticularly observe  it  myself. 

FRANCES  LLOYD. 

I  was  at  Ramsgate  Mrith  the  Princess  in  1803. 
One  morning  when  we  were  in  the  house  at  East 
Cliff,  somebody,  I  don't  recollect  who,  knocked 
at  my  dooi^,  and  desired  me  to  get  up  to  prepare 
breakfast  for  the  Princess.  This  was  about  six 
o'clock :  I  was  asleep.  During  the  whole  time 
I  was  in  the  Princess's  service,  I  had  never  been 
called  up  before  to  make  breakfast  for  the 
Princess;  I  slept  in  the  housekeeper  s  room  on 
the  ground  floor.  I  opened  the  shutters  of  the 
window  for  light.  I  knew  at  that  time,  that  Cap- 
tain IManby's  ship  was  in  the  Downs.  When  I 
opened  the  shutters,  I  saw  the  Princes^  walking 
down  the  garden  with  a  gentleman.  She  was 
walking  down  the  gravel  walk  towards  the  sea. 
No  orders  had  been  given  me  over  night  to 
prepare  breakfast  eariy.  The  gentlemito  tfce 
Princess  was  walking  With,  was  a  tall  man.  I 
was  4snrprised  to  see  the  Princess  walking  wiAi  a 
gentleman,  at  that  time  in  the  moniifig.  I  am 
sure  it  was  the  Princess.  While  we  were  at 
Blackfaeath,  a  woman  at  OharHon,  of  the  name 
of  Townley,  told  me  that  she  had  some  linen  to 
wash  from  the  Princesses  house.  That  the  lineto 
was  marked  with  the  appearance  of  ♦  *  *  •  *. 
The  Woman  has  since  leAf  Charlton,  btai  sh^  has 
friends  there.    1  think  it  must  k«v^  b^en  before 
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the  cl^ild  ivas  bcooght  to  the  Princess,  that  th^ 
woipan  told  us  thb.  1  know  all  the  women  in 
the  Princess's  house.  I  don't  think  that  any  of 
them  were  in  a  state  of  iH'egnancy,  and  if  any 
had,  I  think  I  must  have  known  it  I  never  told 
Cole  that  Mary  Wilson,  when  she  supposed  the 
Princess*  to  be  in  the  library,  had  gone  into  the 
Princess's  bed-roomi  and  had  found  a  man  there 
at  breakfast  with  the  Princess ;  or  that  there  was 
a  great  to-do  about  it,  and  that  Mary  Wilson  was 
sworn  to  secrecy,  and  threatened  to  be  turned 
away,  if  she  divulged  what  she  had  Men. 

FRANCES  LLOYD. 


The  DeposUian  of  Mary  Ann  fVUaan. 

I  BELIEVE  it  will  be  ten  years  next  quarter, 
that  I  have  lived  with  the  Princess  of  Wales,  as 
house-maid ;  I  wait  on  the  ladies  who  attend  the 
Princess.  I  remember  when  the  child,  who  is 
now  with  the  Princess,  was  broi;|ght  there.  Be- 
fore it  came,  I  heard  say  it  intB  to  come.  The 
mother  brougl^t  the  child.  It  appeared  to  be 
about  four  qionths  pld,  when  it  ^as  brought.  I 
remember  twiips  bei^g  brought  to  the  ^rincess» 
before  this  child  was  birought  I  never  noticed 
ibfi  Princess's  shape  to.  be  different  in  that 
ye^r,  .froiQ.wh*^  it  was  be6>re«  I  never  had  ^ 
thought .  that  the  Princess  was  with  child.  I 
hftve  Jipand  it  reported.    It  is  a  good  while  ago. 
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I  never  myself  suspected  her  being  widi  child. 
I  think  she  could  not  have  been  with  child,  and 
have  gone  on  to  her  time  without  my  knowing  it. 
I  was  at  Southend  with  the  Princess.  Captain 
Manby  used  to  visit  the  Princess  there.  I  make 
the  Princesses  bed,  and  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  it,  ever  since  1  lived  with  Her  Royal 
Highness.  Another  maid^  whose  name  is  Ana 
Bye,  assisted  with  me  in  making  the  bed.  From 
what  I  observed,  I  never  had  any  reason  to 
believe  that  two  persons  had  slept  in  the  bed. 
I  never  saw  any  particular  appearance  in  it. 
The  linen  was  washed  by  Stike^nau's  wife. 

MARY  WILSON. 


THm  DeposUum  of  Charlotte  Sander. 

I'  HAVE  liVed  with  the  Princess  of  Wales 
eleven  years.  I  am  a  native  of  Brunswick,  and 
came  with  the  Princess  from  Brunswick.  The 
Princess  has  a  little  boy  living  with  her,  under  her 
protection.  He  had  a  mark  on  his  hand^  but  it  is> 
worn  off.  I  first  saw  him  four  years  ago,  in  the 
autumn.  The  father  and  mother  of  the  child  are 
still  aliv«.  I  have  seen  them  both.  The  fiither 
worked  in  the  dock-yard  at  Deptford,  but  haa 
now  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs.  The  lather^s  name 
is  Austin.  The  mother  brought  the  child  to  ^e 
Princess:  when  he  was  four  months  old.  I  Was 
present,   when  the  child  was  brought   to    the 
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Princem.  She  was  in  her  own  room  up  stairs  wben 
the  child  was  brought.  She  came  out  and  took 
the  child  herself.  1  understood  that  the  child 
was.  ex|iected»  before  it  was  brought  I  am  aore 
that  I  never  saw  the  child  in  the  house^  befi>re  it 
appeared  to  be  four  mcHiths  old.  The  PriocesH 
waa  not  ill  or  indisposed  in  the  autumn  of  1609< 
I  was  dresser  to  her  Royal  Highness.  She 
canld  not  he  ill  or  indisposed  wittumt  my  know^ 
iag  it.  1  am  sure  that  she  was  not  confined  lo  her 
room  or  to  her  bed,  in  that  antomi.  Theve  was 
net  to  my  knowledge  any  other  child  n  the  h6iise. 
It  is  hardly  possible  there  conU  have  been  a  child 
there,  without  my  knowing  it.  I  havenoreeoUec^ 
tioa  that  the  Princess  had  grown  biggjor  m  the  year 
i  8^  than  usuaK  I  am  sure  the  Princess  was  not 
pregnant.  Being  her  dresser^  I  must  have  seen  if 
she  was.  I  solemnly  andpositively  swear,  I  have  no 
reason  to  know  or.  believe,  Hiat  the  Princess  of 
Wales  has  been  at  any  time  pregnant,  dutingthe 
time  I  have  lived  with  her  Royal  Highness  at  Mon« 
tague  House.  I  may  have  said  to  Cole  that  the 
Princes^  was  grown  much  thinner,  but  1  don't 
recollect  that  I  did.  i  never  heard  any  body 
say  any  thing  about.tfae  Prtncess  being  pregnant 
till  I  came  here  to-day.  I  did  not  expect  to  be 
asked  any  question  to-*day  respecting  the  Princess 
being  pregnant.  Nobody  came  over  to  th^ 
Princess  from  Germany,  in  the  autumn  4>f  1802 
to  my  knowledge.  |Ier  Royal  Highness  was 
generally  blooded  twice  in  a  year,  but  not  lately. 
l  never  hadr  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
Princess  received  the  visits  of  ahy  geiitlemen  at 
••  4  X 
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improper  hoars*  Sir  Sydney  Smith  vudied  fcer 
frequeatiy^  and  almost  daily.  He  was  there  very 
late,  sometimes  till  two  o'clock  ia  the  moraing. 
I  never  saw  Sir  Sydney  Sn.ith  in  a  room  alose 
with  the  Piincess  late  at  night*  I  never  saw  may 
thing  which  led  me  to  suppose  that  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  .was  on  a  very  familiar  footing  with  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  I  attended  the  Princess  of 
Wales  to  J9ootheud.  She  had  two  houses  No; 
9f  and  No.  8.  I  knew  Captain  Manby :  heooBDH 
maaded  the  Afrieaine.  He  visited  the  Prinosss. 
While  bis  ship  was  there,  he  was  frequently  wkh 
the  Priftoess.  I  don't  know  or  believe,  a&d  I 
ba(Ve  no  reason  to  believe,  that  Captain  Manby 
ataid  till  very  late  hours  with  the  Princess.  1 
never  suspected  that  there  was  any.  improper 
fiimiliarity  between. them.  -  I  never  expressed  to 
any  body  a'  wish,  that  Captain  Manby's  visite 
w<ere  not  so  frequent  If  the  Princess  had  com- 
pany, 1  vfM  nev&t  present.  The  Princess  vras 
at  Bamsgate  in  1803.  I  have  seen  Captain  Man- 
by  there  frequently.  :  He  came  to  the  Princess's 
house  .  to  dinner.  He  never  stayed  tiU  late  at 
night  at .  the  Princess's  house.  1 .  was  in.  Dev(»- 
$hii!e  with  the  Princess  lately.  There  was  no  mie 
officer  that  she  saw  when,  she  was  in  Devonshire, 
m^re  than  the.  rest  I  never  heard  from  the 
Princessv  that  she  apprehended  her  conduct  was 
questioned.  When  I  was  brought  here,  I  thought 
I  might  be  questioiied  respecting  the  Princess's 
conduct,  and  1  was  sorry  to  cojne*  I  doa't 
knpw  ^hy  I  thought  so.  I  never  saw  iiny  thing 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Princess,  while  I  lived  with 
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her,  which  would  have  made  me  uneasy  if  I  bad 
beea  her  husband.     When  1  was  at  Southend,  1 
dined  in  the  steward's  room.    I  can't  say  whe- 
ther I  ever  heard  any  body  in  the  steward's  room, 
ttsy  any  thing  about  the  Captain,  meaning  Captain 
M anby  •    It  is  so  long  ago,  ]  may  have  forgot  it.    I 
have  seen  Captain  Manby  alone  with  the  Princess 
at   No.  9,  in  the  drawing-room  at  *  Southend 
I  have  seen  it  only  once  or  twice.  *  R  Was  at  two 
or  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  never 
later.    I  slept  in  a  room  next  to  the  Princess^  in 
the  house  No.  9,  at  Southend.     1  never  saw 
Captain  Manby  in  any  part  of  that  house,  but 
the  drawing-room.      I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
he  was  in  any  other  room  in  the  hoQse.  *  I  was 
at  Catherington  with  the  Princess.    She  was  at 
Mr.  Hood's  house.     I  never  saw  any  familiarity 
between  her  and  Mr.  Hood.     I  have  seen  her 
drive  out  in  Mr.  Hood's  carriage  with  him  alone. 
It  was  a  gig.    Thej  nsed  to   be    absent  for 
several    hours.    A    servant   of  the    Princess's 
attended  them.     I  have  delivered  packets  by 
the  order  of  the  Princess^  which  she  gave  me 
seated  up  to  Sicard,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to 
Ciqitain  Manby.     The  birth-day  of  the  child 
who  lives  with  the  Princiess  is  the  11th  of  July, 
as  his  mother  told  me.    She  says  that  he  waa 
christened  at  Deptford.     The  child  had  a  mark 
on  the  hand.    The  mother  told  me  that  it  was 
from  red  wine.    I  believe  the  child  came  to  the 
Princess  in  November. 

C.  SANDBR. 
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Depesitian  of  Sophia  Ausim. 

1  KNOW  the  child  which  is  now  with  th^ 
Princess  of  Wales.  I  am  the  mother  of  it  I 
yvas  -delivered  Qf  it  four  years  ago  the  1  ]  th  of 
July  next,  at  Brownlqw  Street  'Hospital,  I 
have  lain  in  three  times  there.  William,  who 
is  with  the  Princes^^  is  the .  second  child  I  laid 
in  of  thece.  Lt  was  marked  in  the  right  hand 
with  red  wine.  .  My  husband  was  a  labourer  in 
the  Dock  Yard  at  Deptford.  When  peace  was 
proclaimed,  a  number  of  the  workmen  were 
dischai^ed^  and  my  husband  was  one  who  was 
discharged.  1  went  to  the  Princess  vrith  ^ 
petition  on  a  Saturday,  to  try  to  get  my  huslMmd 
restored.  I  lived  at  that  time  atDeptford  N«w^ 
Row,  No.  7)  with  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bear* 
block.  He  was  a  milkman.  The  day  I  went 
to  the  Princiess  with  the  petition,  was  a  fortnif^t 
before  the  6th  i>f  November.  Mr.  Beunet  a 
baker  in  New  Street^  was  our  dealer,  and  I  took 
the  child  to  Mr.  Bekmet  s  when  I  went  to  ri^cevre 
my  husband's  wages  every  week,  &6m  the  time 
I  left  the  Hospital,  till  I  carried  the  child  tb  the 
Princess.  1  knew  Mr.  Stikeman  only  by  having 
seen  him  once  before,  when  I  went  to  apply  for 
a  letter  to  Brownlow  Street  Hospital.  When  I 
went  to  Montague  House,  I  desired  Mr.  Stike- 
man  to  present  my  petition.     He  said  they  were 
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denied  to  do  such  things^  but  seeing  me  with  a 
baby  he  could  do  no  less.    He  then  took  the' 
child  from  me,  and  was  a  long  time  gone.     He 
then  brought  me  back  the  child^  and  brought 
half-a-guinea  which  the    ladies  sent  me.     He 
said  if  the  child  had  been  younger,   he  could 
bave  got  it  taken  care  of  for' me,  but  desired  that 
1  would  come  up  again.    I  went  up  again  on 
the  Monday  following,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Stikeman. 
Mr.  Stikeman  afterwards  came  several  tinles  to 
us,  and  appointed  me  to  take  the  child  to  Mon«* 
tague  House  on  the  6th  of  November,  but  it 
rained  all  day,  and  I  did  not  take  it.  Mr.  Stike- 
man came  down  to  me  on  the  Saturday  the  6th 
of  November^  aud  I  took  the  child  on  that  day  to 
the  Princess's  house.    The  Princess  was  out. 
I  waited  till  she  returned.    She  saw  the  child^ 
and  asked  its  age.    I  went  down  into  the  coffee- 
room^  and  they  gave  me  some  arrow-root  to 
wean  the  child ,  for  I  was  suckling  the  child  at 
this  time ;  and  when  I  had  weaned  the  child,  i 
was  to  bring  it  and  leave  it  with  the  Princess. 
I  did  wean  the  child^  and  brought  it  to  the 
Princess's  house  on  the  15th  of  November^  and 
left  it  there,  and  it  has  been  with  the  Princess 
ever  since.    I  saw  the  child  last  Whit-Monday^ 
and  t  swear  that  it  is  my  child. 

SOPHIA  AUSTIN. 
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Letter  from  Lady  WUloughby  to  Earl  Spencer, 

My  Lord^ 

In  obedience  to  %he  commaQd  contained  in 

yoar  Lordship's  letter,  communicated  to  me  bj 

Lord  Gwydir,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoo, 

that  1  have  no  recollection  whatever  of  the  fiaict 

staled  to  have  taken  place^  daring  a  breakiiBist  at 

Whitehall  in  May  or  June,  1802;  nor  do  I  bear 

in  mind  any  particular  circumslancesy  relative 

to  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Walesa 

at  the  period  to  which  you  allude. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

WILLOUGHBY. 

Jufte,2l8t,  1806. 
Earl  fencer. 


It  is  presumed  that  little  apology  will  be 
necessary^  for  having  laid  before  our  readers  tfie 
preceding  most  important  documents^  at  full 
length.  It  is  not  merely  that  they  form  an 
important  feature  in  the  Memoirs  of  an  Illustrious 
Personage,  whose  life  has  been  so  strangely 
chequered  by  the  extraordinary  circumstances, 
out  of  which  their  publication  arose;  but  as 
matter  of  historic  importance,  and  curious  bio- 
graphy,  unquestionftly  every  succeeding  year 
may  reasonably  be   expected   to    make  dieir 
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pertMal  more  difficolt,  and  themeeWes  by  con** 
Mquenoe^  pafiars  of  greater  value.    The  esttreme 
^gth  to  which  these  smgolar  details  are  carried 
in  that  scarce  political  tracts  (for  such  it  must  in 
future  be  considered)  THE  BOOK,  renders  it 
impossible  for  us,  consistently  with  the  limits  we 
have:  prescribed  to  ourselvip,  to  submit  them 
here  to  the  notice  of  the  Public;    It  is  very 
necessary  to  be  kuown^  howevet^»  that  annexed 
to  the  letter  of  her  present  Iffajesty^  which  we 
have  so  recently  transcribed^  there  follow  in  the 
originate  the  depomtiQUs  of  Captain    Thomas 
Maiiby  of   Hit  Majesty's  Navy,    and   of  Mn 
I^wrence/  of    Greek    Street,^  Soho,    Portrait 
Painter^now  Sir  Thomas.  Lawrence  of  Russell 
Square)^    The  former  contains  a  most  unquali* 
fied  and  direct  denial  of  the  assertions  advanced 
by   Robert  Bidgood^    particularly  as  to    the 
salute^  alleged  to    have    passed    betweeu'^he 
Captain  and  Her  Royal  Highness ;  (see  p.  si^*) 
and  die  statement  of  Captain  Manby's  having 
slept  frequently  at  the  Princess's  house.     The 
Captain^  upon  his  oath,  not  only  solemnly  avers 
both  declarations  to  be  most  gross  falsdioods, 
li^  also  afiraia,  that  neither  such,  nor  any  other 
liberty  ever  took  place ;  and  that  he  never  slept 
ia  any  honse  whmU»er^  belonging  to,  or  occupied 
hji  the  Princess  of  Wales.    The  deposition  of 
Sir  ThoMas  Lawrence  is  equally  solemn^  explicit, 
and  .direct^  as  to  the  asseverations  of  that  other 
worthy,  William  Cole. 

The  reader  cannot  foil  to  perceive  that  the 
declarations  of  Mr.  Edmeades  sAd  Mr.  Mitls^ 
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beth  5f  Gradgiwiefa,  Sargepnai  are  of  tbut  JbMMirr 
aUe  and  gentUwiiily  cbtra^w,  vbiphi.  wb^ 
die^  at  once  ofentbMw  tliei.tiilaqn4jed,  gial»?iO^ 
lent,  and  most  ii»del)cate.  mmtr,  or  jnventiODt  of 
Frandea  LIpyd,  leave. u  unpleaattit  impreMioo, 
as  to  some  attemi^ted  tanq^enng  vi^them,  upoo 
the  part  of  a  noble  vidividnal,  the  general  tenor 
of  whose  public  character  at  least*  ssigms  to  have 
l^n  influenced  by  more  rigid  notions  of  steict 
and  nndeviating  h«ior,  than  eaa  be  wall  elicitod 
from  any  part  of  bis  condactr  ap<»  tbe.occaaioa 
in  question.  ThtvefysigmJkmdO^miwtfiYrhkh 
Mr.  Edmeades   deposes^  when  aaaamed  by  a 
great  man  interfering  personally  in  so  dedicate  a 
a  matter  as  that  wferred  to«.  does  net  s^em  either 
unexceptionable  in  point  o£  conduct^  or  veiry 
<H»isistent  with  that  sexupulous*  and  almost  chi- 
valrous integrity^  the  pra|pe  of  minch  bus  been 
so  lavishly,  dad  often  justly  bestowed npon  hkn 
by  his  friends. 

Of  the  depositions  of  Frances  lioyd.(at  pages 
701  and  702)  it  will  not  be  requisite  tosaj.mnch. 
The  main  fact  spriusi  to  by  ber^  Mgasds  a  qswstioa 
said  to  have  been  put  to  her  by  Air.  MiUsy  of  a 
particular  nature.  This  is  clearly  ctisproved  fay 
Mr.  Mills  himselfi  As  to  the  beamay  iafipiaui- 
tion  received  from  the  wommrTMvnlny,  it  wonki 
be  a  matter  ^f  great  difficulty^  and  of>  litfie 
moment  .to  decide,  whether  ene  .shonM  more 
admire  and  wonder  nt,  the  sagacity  of  the  LoMa 
Commissioners,  who  could  dream  oft^tfmog 
such  evidence,  so  ebfreet,  ao  dnumitmitMs  so 
a6so/u/e;r— of  such  a  ucoax^   sucii  a   wnmuAV 


d^cHpfion:    or/  the   generosUyf   the    cMfcoey^* 
the  -  manfy  feelings   the  favmesM,  Ub^raUty,   at 
equity,    o(  a   ficitrtiny    iromeai^    termed,    *^a 
JDeKcate  Invntigation/'  into  ti^  4rtate  of  dirty. 
Kneii^  at  a  distance  of .  three  years ;  these  ob-i . 
servations  are 'of  course,  equally  applicable  to 
tiie  evidence  of  the  woman  Townley  herself. 
Next  comes  the  deposition' of  Mary  Ann  Wilson; 
and  without  endeavoring  to  give  any  color  to  h^T) 
evidence,   because  it  is  so  exculpatory  of  the 
lllnstrious  Defendant  in  this  imporfiint  cause,  we 
would  ask  any  one  of  common  candor,  whether^ 
the  plain,  short,  and  simple  story  that  she  tells, - 
is  not  stamped  with  the  impress  of  troth?    The 
depositions  of  G4iarlotte  Sander,  and  of  Sophia 
Austin,  (the  latter  being*  the  mother  of  the  child, 
who  has  been  the  innocoBt  •  cause  of  so  much 
unmerited  suffering  and  persecution ;)  are  given 
with    tbat  simplicity  of  detail,  that   clearness 
of  fact,    arid    are,    as    truth   is,    always    with, 
iteelf,  so  consistent  with  each  other,  that  we 
should  wrong  the  iatc^ty,  thougii  we  coidd 
not    prejudice   the    vetacity  o(  ^he  witnesses, 
and     we    should     insult    the    understanding, 
thoi^h  we  could  not 'Mas  the  decision  of  the 
readet  upon  the   question    of  their  truth,  by 
offering  a  single  comment  upon  them.    .They 
are  indeed  in  every  light,  important  documents ; 
such  docomeiits  as  most  carry  conviction  to 
every  ndnd  not  warped  by  prejudice,  not  inti* 
midated  by  threats,  not  inifluenced  by  authority^ 
not  ccMTupted  by  money.     They  go  the  length 
of  cleuflng  up  the  mystery,  beyoad  doubt  or  dis*» 

»  4   Y 
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Tliis  also  mfty  be  the  beet  fUmce  for  obsenr- 
mg,  that  we  haye  to  acknowledge  .with  p«at 
pleasure,  the  maoy  friendly  conmimicatioBs 
and  inaportaDt  papens  with  which  we  hare  been 
fiKvered;*  principally  indeed^  through  unioMom 
^hmmele.  At  the  same  time  we  must  express 
oar  regret,  that  while  the  unforeseen  accumula^ 
lion  of  matter,  joioed  to  the  extraordinary  public 
interest  which  these  sheets  hate  excited,  makes 
it  necessary  for  us,  rductaotly,  but  most  un- 
avoidably, to  exceed  our  purposed  limits  by 
more  than  one  hundred  pages ; — yet  we  cannot 
consistently  with  our  own  feelings  of  propriety^ 
or  with  that  sense  of  gratitude,  which  the  spon- 
taneous and  liberal  patronage  extended  Xo  .us, 
has  most  deeply  impressed  us  with,  so  for 
epcroach  upon  the  patience,  and  the  iavor  of  our 
readers,  as  to  insert  more  than  a  very  small 
portion  of  the  valuable  communications,  of  our 
declared,  and  unrecognized  friends. 


CHAPTER  11. 

Wn  propose  in  this  chi^fiter,  briefly  to  con* 
aider  the  many  circumstances,  whidi  make  the 
existing  state  of  the  relations  between  two 
illustrious  personages,  a  matter  of  deep  and 
reasonable  r^ret  to  the  people  of  these  king^ 
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floras;  the  benefits  which  would  arise  from  a 
re-establisbraent  of  that  social  compact,  between 
them',  (the  partial  dissolution  of  which,  even 
among  private  individnalB,  is  at  all  times  a 
subject  of  painful  contemplation);  and  the  hap^ 
piness  which  they  have  it  in  their  power,  even 
now,  by  jointly  sacrificing  their  irritated  or 
offended  feelings,  to  confer  upon  tfaose^  vrhom 
they  are  called  to  the  high  destiny  of  govenrin^. 
And  their  brave  and  affectionate  subjects  are  the 
more  anxious  and  concerned  upon  this  point,  as 
they  cannot  biit  remember  with  grateful  and 
fond  regard,  the  admirable  example  of  conjugal 
fdicity,  and  domestic  virtue^  which  was  ever 
manifested  in  the  private  life  of  his  late  rereved 
Majesty.  The  reader  cannot  be  less  disposed 
than  ourselves,  to  doubt  for  a  moment  the  lively 
concern  and  interest^  which  his  present  Majesty 
must  of  course  entertain  for  the  welfare^  and 
happiness  of  this  nation ;  and  the  same  sense  of 
zeal  for  its  prosperity^  must  render  him  no  doubt, 
eager  to  consult  its  sentiments,  and  to  conciliate 
its  affections.  The  first  year  of  a  Monarch's 
reign,  it  has  been  frequently  remarked,  can 
commence  under  no  auspices  more  prosperous, 
than  when  it  is  signalized  by  some  distinguiriied 
and  memorable  act  of  grace,  by  some  concession 
to  popular  opinions,  by  some  advantage  to  the 
cause  of  public  liberty;  or  by  some  sacrifice  to 
national  feeling.  Now  it  must  be  apparent  to 
those  who  have  studied  the  history  of  mankind, 
or  the  history  of  particular  kingdoms,  (and  the 
latter  is  only  a  more  contracted  and  isolated 
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view  of  the  same  facts) ;  that  misfortuoe  is  at  all 
times,  the  strongest  claim  upon  onr  sjrmpathies, 
and  the  best  security  for  our  support  and  fevor« 
But  this  is. especially  tru^  of  those^  whose  high 
birth  or  talents,  or  great  atchievements^  or  on* 
merited  sufferings,  have  shed  a  kind  of  lustre 
around  their  misfortunes.  For  this  latter  reason^ 
and  because  she  comes  within  the  latter  descrip- 
tion  of  persons,  the  British  Public  have  been  at 
all  times  the  warm  advocates,  and  zealous 
fiieads  of  the  Illustrious  Lady,  whose  cause  we 
have  ventured  to '  advocate  in  this,  the  second 
part  of  our  labours.  Reverting,  therefore,  to 
what  we  have  just  observed,  as  to  the  fortunate 
commencement  of  a  new  reign,  we  should  be  at 
a  loss  to  select  from  the  whole  records  of  civilia^ed 
'  niattions,  any  one  single  period^  at  which  it  has 
been  in  the  power  of  a  new  sovereign  more 
effectually  to  secure  his  own  greatness^  by  meet* 
ing  the  desires  of  his  subjects,  tipon  a  fitvorite, 
and  momentous  topic  of  public  interest,  than  it 
now  lies  in  the  first  personage  in  this  kingdom 
to  do. 

And  first,  as  to  the  deep  and  reasonable  regret 
entertained  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  in 
regard  to  the  differences  of  royalty.  It  seems 
necessary  first  to  define  the  office,  authorities, 
and  properties  of  a  Queen  Regent^  as  tb^y  are 
laid  down  in  that  celebrated  book,  which  we 
would  rather  term,  the  digest  of  the  liberties  of 
Bnglishmen,  than  their  laws ;  exceptmg,  indeed, 
that  it  has  kUherto  been  their  boast  to  have,  iden- 
tified those  laws,  with  that  liberty.    We  speak 
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of  Blackdtone's  CommeDtaries  upon  the  Laws  of 
England.*  **  The  firsts  and  most  considerable 
'^branch  of  the  Ring's  Royal  Family,  regarded 
••  by  the  laws  of  England,  is  the  QUEEN." 
This  is  the  very  first  sentence  in  his  fourth 
chapter,  (book  Ist)  entitled,  '*  Of  the  King's 
Royal  Family."  So  that  from  hence  it  is  pretty 
clear,  that  a  people,  whose  proudest  boast  it  is, 
to  support  entire  and  undiminished,  each  of  the 
three  great  component  parts  of  their  constitution, 
have  many  grounds  for  regret  and  apprehension, 
when  they  see,  '^  the  first  and  most  considerable 
''^  branch  of  the  Ring's  I^oyal  Family/' — not 
sharing  the  dignities  of  her  Royal  Consort, — not 
receiving  the  gratifying  homage  of  a  free  and 
faithful  people,  but  a  stranger  to  the  land  where 
her  throne  is  founded;  a  Wanderer  in  foreign 
states,  where  her  just  and  necessary  honors  are. 
refiised  her : — and,  excepting  only  by  her  mis- 
fortunes, a  comparatively  obscure,  and  unrecog- 
nized individual,  in  kingdoms  where  her  rank 
and  power  should  command  the  respect  and 
attention,  as  matter  of  right  on  her  part,  and  of 
necessity  on  theirs, — which  are  now  insolently 
withheld  firom  her  as  matter  of  courtesy,  by 


*  By  a  aiDgular  coineicleQce  of  circumstances,  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone  was  Solidtor-Oeneral  to  her  late  Majesty;  and  the 
publk  may  indulge  a  reasonable  hope,  that  the  Solicitor-General 
to  her  present  Majesty,  (Mr.  Denman)  will  prove  no  unworthy 
successor  of  this  great  man,  as  he  has  afaready  proved  himsdf 
equally  devoted  to  the  strict  observance  of  our  constitutional 
laws  and  privileges. 

«  4  Z 
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those,  who  speculate  upon  their  ability  to 
do  so^  with  perfect  impunityi  now  or  hereafter. 
''  The  Queen  Consort,  is  the,  wife  of  the 
*'  reigning  King ;  and  she,  by  virtue  of  her 
''  marriage,  is  participant  of  divers  preroga^ 
*'  tives  above  other  women.  And  first,  she 
'Ms  a  public  person,  exempt  and  distinct 
''  from  the  King;  and  not  like  other  married  wo* 
*'  men,  so  closely  connected,  as  to  have  lost  all 
''  legal  or  separate  existence  so  long  as  the  mar- 
<<  riage  continues.  For  the  Queen  is  of  ability 
^'  to  purchase  lands,  and  to  convey  them,  to 
make  leases,  to  grant  copyholds,  and  do  other 
acts  of  ownership,  without  the  concurrence  of 
'*  her  lord ;  which  no  other  married  woman  can 

^'  do :  a  privilege  as  old  as  the  Saxon  era." 

''  The  Queen  of  England  hath  separate  courts 
*^  and  offices  from  the  King's,  not  only  in  matters 
*^  of  ceremony,  but  even  of  law ;  and  her  Attor- 
*'  ney^  and  Solicitor-General^  are  entitled  to  a 
*^  place  within  the  bar  of  His  Majesty's  Courts, 
'^  together  with  the  King's  counseL  She  may 
**  likewise  sue^  and  be  sued  alone,  without  join-* 
**  ing  her  husband.  She  may  also  have  a  sepa- 
rate property  in  goods,  as  well  as  lands,  and 
has  a  right  to  dispose  of  them  by  will.  In 
''  shorty  she  is  in  all  legal  proceedings,  looked 
*'  upon  as  3. feme  solcy  and  not  as  ^feme  covert; 

"  as  a  single,  not  as  a  married  woman." 

^*  The  Queen  hath  also  many  exemptions  and 

minute  prerogatives:" ^^  also  some 

pecuniary  advantages,  which  form  her  a  dis- 
"  tinct  revenue." '' But  further;  though 
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"  the  Queen  is  in  all  respects  a  subject,  yet,  in 
'*  point  of  the  security  of  her  life  and  person,  she 
'*  is  put  on  the  same  footing  with  the  King.  It  is 
'*  equally  treason,  by  the  statute  of  Edward  the 
'^  Third,  to  compass  or  imagine  the  death  of  our 
''  Lady  the  King's  companion^  as  of  the  King 
'*  himself;  and  to  violate  or  defile  the  Queen  Con- 
**  sort,  amounts  to  the  same  high  crime ;  as  well 
*'  in  the  person  committing  the  fact,  as  in  the 

"  Queen  herself,  if  consenting." *'  If, 

^'  however,  the  Queen  be  accused  of  any  species 
^^  of  treason^  she  shall  (whether  consort  or  dowa- 
*'  ger)  be  tried  by  the  peers  of  parliament,  as 
*^  Queen  Ann  Boleyn  was,  in  28  Henry  8." 

Upon  this  last  extract,  two  observations  natu- 
rally present  themselves;  the  one  regarding  the 
worthy  Lady  Douglas,  whom  we  have  so  often 
been  compelled  to  inflict  upon  the  reader ;  the 
other,  relative  to  the  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales*s  conduct.  Lady  Douglas  brought  a 
direct  charge  of  adulterous  intercourse,  and  of 
the  secret  delivery  of  an  illegitimate  child, 
against  Her  Royal  Highness.  Had  the  tribunal, 
to  whom  the  case  might  have  been  finally  referred 
for  judgment,  been  of  opinion  that  that  charge 
was  established,  the  Princess  of  Wales  must 
have  incurred  the  penalty  of  death ;  for  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Blackstone  goes  on  to  observe,  that  ''  the 
heir  apparent  to  the  Crown,  and  his  Royal  Con- 
sort, stand  precisely  in  the  same  situation  with 
the  King  and  Queen,  in  regard  to  those  acts  of 
high  treason,  which  have  been  just  mentioned. 
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But  it  has  been  proved,  to  the  conTictioa  •eveo  of 
her  enemies,  that  those  alleged  facts  of  Lady 
Douglas,  i¥ere  absolute  and  manifest  fals^oods. 
May  it  not  therefore-,  be  safely  pu^ested^  that 
had  this  injured  Princess  been  folly  righted  at 
the  time,  Lady  Douglas  would  have  been  ane- 
nable  to  an  indictment  for  high  treasoo,  seeing, 
that  by  falsely  accusing  her  Royal  Hi^binew  of 
certain  crimes  punishable  by  deaths  she  did  in 
effect, ''  imagine  the  death  of  our  Lady  the  King's 
companion  ?"  The  other  observation  which  we 
would  hazard,  is  occasioned  by  the  extraordinary 
nature  of  the  Commission,  appointed  under  the 
sign  manuel,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Her 
Royal  Highness,  and  to  report  thereon.  It  will 
be  remembered,  that  the  Gommissioujers  were  90 
authorized,  principally  for  the  purpose  of  inqi|i- 
ring  into  the  truth  of  certain  written  dedaratiMS ; 
many  of  them  going  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
charges  we  speak  of.  Those  written  declara- 
tions were  amply  sufficient  to  have  founded  a 
legal  trial ;  which,  for  any  species  of  treason;  (it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that  though  Princess  of 
Wales  on]  y ,  she  wa  s  to  be  tried  the  same  as  a  Queen 

ia  this  particular :) must  be,  as  Bladcst^ne 

observes,  '\  by  the  Peers  of  Parliament"  Instead 
of  this,  a  Commission  was  resorted  to,  which* 
even  supposing  it  to  have  been  appointed  with  all 
those  considerate  views,  whose  humanity  we 
should  be  inclined  to  appland  was  y^t  calculated 
tp  produce  only  one  of  two  effects :  inthe  event  of 
actual  guilt  having  been  proved,  as  :^gain8t  Her 
Royal  Highness, — to  have  entirely  deuf^oy^  the 
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possibility  .of  making  a»y  defence  nt  a»y  ^dttn 
trial :  or^  in  the  contrary  case  of  :het  innoccvffe 
being  manifesteil,  as  it  bappenedt'^*^-^of  leaving 
Her  without  power  to  prosecute  the  deteoted 
peijury  of  her  traducers,  beoauae  they  were 
committed  under  a  Conmassion,  not  recognised 
by  the  legai  tribuimls  of  the  Idogdom.  In  short, 
it  was  a  form  of  proceeding,  calculated  to  leave 
Her  Boyal  Highness  in  the  one  case^  without 
hope^  and  in  the  other,  without  redress ! 

We  return  to  the  consideration  of  the  reason- 
able regret,  exciied  m  these  kingdomst  by  the 
existii:^  state  of  the  relations  between  Her  Royal 
Highness,  and  her  Illustrious  Consort..    It  has 
been  already  remarked  by  us,  that  her  present 
Majesty,  long  dbce  popular  by  her  amiabls 
manners  and  extensive  charities,  has  now  be- 
come doubly  so,  from  the  pecnliar  hardship  of 
her  i^esent  situation,  and  from  the  contrast  of 
her  newly  descended  greatness,  with  the  actual 
indignities  to  which  she  is  exposed.    It  has  been 
contended,  and  we  are  ourselves  decidedly  dis* 
posed  to  believe,  that  those  privations  and  vexa- 
tions to  which  she  has  been  so  long  subjected, 
have  not  emanated  from  that  Illustrious  quarter, 
whence  we  would  gladly  indulge  the  hope,  that 
the  olive  branch  of  peace  will  be  soon  extended. 
We  trust  that  this  is  true;  but  from  whatever 
quarter  the  hostility  proceeds^  the  effect  of  these 
contending  feelings  in  the  public  mind,  irritation 
at  the  persecution  which  by  some  means  or  other 
pursues  Her  M^esty ;  commiseration  for  those 
peculiar  hardships,  and  esteem  for  those  virtues^ 
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annot  but  be  in|aiiou8  to  some  of  the  best 
intere^rts  of  His  Majesty^s  £inpire,  seeing  Aat 
the  public  mind  is  kept  in  a  state  of  agitation, 
by  no  means  congenial  to  that  healthy  calmnessr 
wbich  is  the  best  symptom  of  domestic  satisfkc- 
tion.    In  addition  to  this,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  repeat  a  maxim  so  trite  as  that,  which  relates 
to  the  force  and  influence  of  example.    But  it  is 
a  maxim  of  truth ;  and  its  best  illustration  was  to 
be  found  in  the  general  and  happy  regard  of  that 
conduct,  which  most  ensures  conjugal  felicity^ 
that  was  the  consequence,  in  a  very  greatdegree, 
of  the  noble  and  shining  pattern,  which  the  throne 
exhibited  under  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty. 
We  are  far  from  meaning  any  thing  either  in- 
vidious or  personal  by  this  remark,  and  we  doubt 
not,  as  loyal  subjects,  that  the  throne  of  his 
present  Majesty  will  be  filled  in  such  a  manner, 
as  shall  reflect  glory  upon  himself,  honor  upon 
his  ancestors,  and  prosperity  upon  his  kingdom ! 
But  we  do  say^  and  firmly  believe,  that 

some  arrangement,  which  shall  restore  to  his 
Royal  Consort  those  honors  and  dignities,  which 
are  not  less  the  free  award  of  a  high-spirited  and 
mighty  people,  than  the  privilege  of  her  rank — 
is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  this  happy  state  of 
of  things.  This,  at  any  rate  is  our  firm  and  ccm* 
scientious  opinion ;  the  public  must  be  the 
judge ;  and  the  event  will  decide  the  trudi  of 
its  judgment. 

We  proceed  to  consider  the  benefits  which 
would  arise  from  a  re-establishment  of  that 
social  compact^  which  appears  to  be  at  present^ 
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unhappily,  in  a  state  of  decay ;  but  whicdH  we 
trusjt  to  see  faithfully  and  firmly  renewed  between 
them. 

2ndly.  As  to  the  benefits  which  would  arise 
from  such  a  re-union  as  we  speak  of,  tfacfy  are  at 
least  as  obvious  as  the  existence  of  the  unfortu^ 
nate  differences  in  question  is.  Until  scxma 
anucable  arrangement  shall  have  been  effected, 
th^  result  of  which  may' be  to  Connect  the  public 
interests  at  any  rate,  of  the  Royal  Parties,  it  is 
clear  that  that  great  party  who  espouse  and 
warmly  advocate  the  cause  of  their  absent  Queen, 
will  by  no  means  consent  to  cooperate  in  die 
measures  of  His  Majesty^s  Ministers,  even  wbeve 
they  regard  matters .  of  a  personal  nature,  and 
arrangements  which  may,  perhaps^  affect  the 
personal  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  Sove- 
reign. Of  the  two  great  national  ^^  paities,''*-*- 
if  we  may  so  term  them, — ^it  will,  hardly  be 
denied  that  the  Whigs  are  more  generally  the 
supporters  or  the  friends  of  the  present  Queen ; 
while  the  Tories  either  entertain  unpleasant 
impressions,  arising  out  of  the  Delicate  Investi- 
gation, or  are  more  easily  induced,  from  being 
most  immediately  connected  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country^  to  side  with  the  Supreme 
Head.  Now  supposing  for  a  moment  that  some 
sort  of  amicable  agreement  were  effected  between 
this  Illustrious  Pair,  the  consequence  must  be 
that  all  moderate  men  would  unite  ;  that  the  most 
vehement  leaders  of  the  Opposition^  would  feel 
bound,  not  less  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  King, 
than  of  delicacy  to  the  Queen^  to  waive  the  points 
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at  pifewnt  at  issue  ^  beiwMn  tbemselres  and 
MiDistenB;  smA,  that  as  the  Whigs  and  Tories 
stand  in  this  singular  predicament,  that  many 
of  the  latter  aire  pledged  to  go  out  of|  and  mssay 
of  tiie:  fomer  must  come  into  adminiitrationy  in 
tbs  eVent  of  such  agreement ;  therefore^  w^e  say, 
we  OHty  reasonably  expect  in  that  case,  that  His 
Mi^esty  wiH  be  'served  by  thts  widest,  the  best, 
and  the  most  osefoi  ministers,  whom  this  conatry 
will  have  seen  for  a  long  time,  indeed  I 

BefcHPe  wepraeeed  to  consider  the  Srd  division 
of  oar  afguraent,  we  shall  introduce  the  foUowi^ 
docuBOtteBils,  (foming  the  Heat  chapter, )  becaase 
thty  are  necessary  to  elucidaHe  the  ohserrations 
we  have  next  to  sobmit  We  hare  .now,  then, 
to  lay  before  the  reader,  the  genuine,  uamutilltt^d 
copies  of  the  note  written  in  his  present  Majesty's 
owtt.hand,  from  Windsor  Castle,  dated  90di 
Apbril,  1.796^  announcing  his  determination  to 
separate  himself  from  her,  and  the  aanswer  thereto, 
of  her  present  Majesty :  who,  being  at  that  time, 
little  couTersant  with  the  English  )aog<uage,  has 
drawn  the  note  up,  it  will  be  seen  in  French. 
The  reader  is  nuM  eamestfy  requested  very-  tare- 
Jidfy  and  aUentib^  to  pemse  their  contents. 
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Note  from  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 

Wyviwr  Caatky  90lhofAprU,  17d6. 

I 

* 

"  Madam^ 

"As  Lord  Cholmondeley  informs  me  that 
you  wish  X  would  define,  in  writing,*  the  terms 
upon  which  we  are  to  live,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  explain  myself  on  that  head,  with  as  much 
''  clearness^  and  with  as  much  propriety,  as  the 
'^  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit.  Our  incli* 
"  nations  are  not  in  our  power,  nor  should  either 
^'  of  us  be  held  answerable  to  the  other,  because 
*^  nature  has  not  made  us  suitable  to  each  other. 
'^  Tranquil  and  comfortable  society  is,  howeiar, 
"  in  our  power ;  let  our  intereourse,  thereforey 
"  be  restricted  to  that,  and  I  will  distinctly  sub- 
**  scribe  to  the  condition  f  which  you  required. 


*  The  substance  of  this  letter  had  been  prei^oosly  conveyed 
in  a  message  through  Lord  Cholmondeley,  to  Her  Royal  Highness^ 
But  It  was  thought  by  H^r  Ro^l  Highness,  to  be  infinitely  too 
ittpoftint  to  rest  isettly  ilpon  a  terbd  eottmunicsdion,  nmi 
therefore  she  desired  that  His  Royal  IIighiiesDS  pleasuns'  upon  it^ 
AohM  be  camitiiiiiieilted  to  he#  ih  writing* 

f  Upon  tk»  feoript  of  te  nctoage  altnded  tto,  in  the  forfegoiiig 
Boiet  Hef  Bofdl  Highnestff  tholi^  she  had  ooHiing  to  do,  but 
to  submit  to  Uie  arrangement  which  His  Rnjal  Highncai  might* 

"  6  a 
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^'  through  Lady  Cbolmondeley,  that  even  in  the 
^'  event'  of  any  accident  happening  to  m  j 
*'  daughter,  which  I  trust  Providence  in  its 
'*  mercy  vill  avert,  1  shall  not  infringe  the  terms 
•*  of  the  restrictioD,  by  proposing  at  any  period, 
'*  a  connection  of  a  more  partictilar  nature.  I 
"  shall  now  finally  close  this  disagreeable  cor- 
*'  respondence,  trusting  that,  as  we  have  com- 
'^  pletely  explained  ourselves  to  each  other,  the 
*^  rest  of  6ur  lives  will  be  passed  in  uninterrupted 
ti^anquility, 

^'  I  am,  Madam, 
"  With  great  truth, 
*'  Very  sincerely  your's 
(Signed)  "GEpHGEP.^ 


<r 


.  And  to  this,  letter  the  Princess  of  Wales  sent 
the  following  aaswer :~- 

,  '^L'aveu  de  votre  converaation  avec  Lord 
^'  Cholmondely,  ne  m'6tonne,  ni  ne  rn'offeose. 
**  C'^toit^  me  confirmer,  ce  que  vous  mavez 
^'  tacitement  insinu^  depuis  une  ann^e.  Mais  il 
*'  y  auroit  apr&  cela^  un  manque  de  delicatessen 
'^  ou^  pour  mieux  dire,  one  bassesse  iadigq^  de 

^■■■■■■1  ■         Ml.  I  .w.        ■■■»  , ■  ■  »     •.       - 

detennine  upon,  de8ire4  it  might  be  uadcwtood,  that  she  shoyU 
insist  that  any  such  arraogement  if  once  made,  should  be  coo* 
wdercd  as  final.  And  that  His  Royal  Higbn«»  thonldnotietaia 
the  right,  fiom  time  to  time,  at  hk  picatnte,  or  iindef  any  ckw 
danatanoes,  to  altar  it 


it 
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*^  roe*  plaindre  des  conditions^  que  yoi^s   voas 

*'  imposez  a  vous  Qi&me. 

*'  Je  ne  yous  aurois  point  fait  de  r6ponse,  si 

**  voire  lettre  n'^toit  con^he  de  mani^re  k  faire 

**  douter,  si  cet  arrangement  vient  de  vous,  ou 

*^  de  moi ;  et  vous  savez  que  vous  en  avez  seul 

*^  riioftneur.      La  lettre  que  vous   m'annoncez 

*'  comme  la  derni^re,  m'oblige  de  communiquer 

^^  au  Roi,  comme  k  mon  Souverain,  et  ;l  men 

"  Pire^  votre  aveu  et  ma  reponse.    Vous  trou- 

verez  ci-incluse  la  copie  de  celle  que  j'ecrisaa 

Roi.    Je  vous  en  pr^viens  poor  ne  pas  m'attifer 

de  TOtre  part,  la  .moindre,  reproche  de  dupli- 

''  cit^.    Comme  je  n'ai  dans  ce  moment,  d'antra 

*'  protectenr  que  Sa  Majesty,  je  m*en  rapporte 

*'  uniquement  k  lui.    £t  si  ma  conduite  m^rite 

*'  son  approbation,  je  serai  du  moins  en  partie, 
^'  consolee.  ^ 

/'  Du  reste,  je  <:on8erve  toute  la  reconnoissaoce 

possible  de  ce  que  je  rae  tronve  par  vdtre 

moyen,  comme  Princesse  de  Galles,  dans  wie 

situation  a  ponvoir  me  livrer  sans  constrminte* 

A  une  vertu  ch^re  il  mon  coeur,  je  vienx  dire  1^ 

^*  bteniaisance.  Ce  s^ra  pour  moi  an  devoir 
d'agir  de  plus  par  un  autre  motif,  savoir  celoi 
de  donner  I'exemple  de  la  patience,  et  de  ia 

*'  resignation    dans    toutes    sortes    d'^fMreuves. 

**  Rendez-moi  la  justice  de  me  croire^  que  je  ne 
cesserai  jamais  de  faire  des  vcbuX  pour  votre 
bonheur^  et  d'etre  votre  bien  d^vou^*" 

(Signed)  *^  CAROLINE.'' 

^'GeedeMai,  )706.'' 


« 
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TRANSLATION. 

'  *^  Ti^E  avowal  of  your  coQveraatioii  with  Lord 
CrbQlmondeley,  neither  surprises^  nor  offends 
me.  It  meirely  confirms  what  you  have  tacitly 
ii»iHQuated  ^r  thin  twelvemonth.  But  after  this, 
H  woald  be  a  want  of  deli^acy^  or  rather  aa  on* 
worthy  ly^annesa  in  oie,  were  I  to  complaia  of 
thoae  coaditions  which  you  impose  upon  your- 
aeif. 

'  "  I  shonM  have  returned  do  answer  to.  your 
lettar*  if  it  b»A  not  been  conceived  in  terms  to 
wake  it  doubtful,  whether  this  arrai^eCQent  pro- 
eaeds  from,  you,  or  from  me,  and  you  are  aware 
tbat  the  credit  of  it  belongs  to  you  alone* 
^  *^  The  letter  which  you  announce  to  me  as  the 
last^  obliges  me  to  communicate  to  the  King,  as' 
to  my  Sovereign  and  my  Father,  both  your  avowal 
and  my  answer.  You  will  find  enclosed  the 
copy  of  my  letter  to  the  King.  I  apprize  you  of 
itv  ihat  I  may  not  incur  the  si^btest  reproach  of 
da^dicity  from  you.  ;As  I  have  at  this  moment 
no  psDtedor  but  His  Majesty,  I  refer  myself 
solely  to  him  upon  this  subject,  and  if  my  con- 
duct meets  li»  approbation,  i  shall  be  in  some 
degree' at  least  consoled.  I  retain  ereiy  senti- 
ment' of  gratitude  for  the  situation  in  wbicli  I  find 
myself^  as:  Princess  of  Wi^Ies,  enabled  by  your 
means,  to.  indulge  in  the  ftee  exorcise  of  a  viitue 
dear  to  my  heart,  I  mean  charity. 

^'  It  will  be  my  duty  likewise  to  ad  upon 
another  motive,  that   of  giving   an  example  of 
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patience   avid    reagafttipn,    imdaf    ev^ry 
Do  me  die  jostice  to  belieye>  tb|t|  I  shall  ii^4r 
cease  to  pray  for  your  baiH^iQess,  and  to  h^ 

Yow  taiiieh  deiole^^ 
(Uh  of  Man,  1796.  ''  CAR0I4NE." 


^UUerJTim  Her  Ro^  Highmen  the  Primemtf 

fVateSj  to  the  King. 

SlRE^ 

''  1  TRUST  Your  Majesty^  who  knows  my  con- 
stant affection,  loyalty,  and  duty,  and  the  sure 
confidence  Mith  which  I  readily  repose  my 
honor,  my  character,  my  happiness,  in  Your  Ma- 
jesty's hands,  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  any 
disrepectful  or  unduteous  impatience,  when  I 
thus  again  address  myself  to  your  royal  grace 
and  justice. 

"  It  is.  Sire,  nine  weeks  to-day,  since  my  count- 
sel  presented  to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  niy 
letter  to  Your  Majesty,  containing  my  observations 
in  vindication  of  my  honor  and  innocence,  upon 
the  Report  presented  to  Your  JV^'ajesty  by  the 
Commissioners,  who  had  been  *  appointed  tq 
examine  into  my  conduct.  The  Lord  Chancel- 
lor informed  my  Counsel^  that  the  letter  should 
be  conv^ved  to  Your  Majesty  on  that  very  day ; 
and  further,  was  pleased,  in  about  a  week  or  ten 
days  afterwards,  to  communicate  to  my  Solicitor^ 
that  Your  Majesty  had  read  my  letter,  and  that 

*  Thb  was  written  subsequently  to  the    letter  to  be  found 
at  page  MSyimrked  X. 


it  had  been  tranMditted  to  his  Lordship  wAb 
direotioM  that  itshoald  be  copied  for  the  Ck>in« 
misaiotiefs,  and  Aat  when  snch  copy  had  been 
taken,  the  original  sbMild  be  returne'd  to  Your 
Mi^esty. 

'^  Your  Majesty's  own  gracious  and  royal  mind, 
will  easily  conceive  what  must  have  been  my 
stale  of  anxiety  and  suspense,  whilst  I  have  been 
fondly  indulging  in  the  hope  that  every  day,  as  it 
passed,  would  bring  me  the  happy  tidiogs,  that 
Your  Majesty  was  satisfied  of  my  innocence;  and 
convinced  of  the  unfounded  malice  of  my  enemies, 
in  every  part  6f  their  charge.  Nine  long  weeks 
of  daily  expectation  and  suspense  have  now 
elapsed ;  and  they  have  brought  me  nothing  but 
disappointment.  I  have  remained  in  total  igno- 
rance of  what  has  been  done,  what  is  doing,  or 
what  is  intended  upon  this  subject.  Your 
Majesty's  goodness  will  therefore  pardon  me,,  if^ 
in  the  step  which  I  now  take,  1  act  upon  a  mis- 
taken conjecture  with  respect  to  the  fact.  But 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor's  communication  to 
my  Solicitor,  and  from  the  time  which  has 
elapsed^  I  am  led  to  conclude,  that  Your  Majesty 
had  directed  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  be  laid 
before  the  Commissioners,  requiring  their  advice 
upon  the  subject;  and  possibly,  their  official 
occupations,  and  their  other  duties  to  the  state, 
may  not  have,  as  yet,  allowed  them  the  opportu* 
ftity  of  attending  to  it.  But  Your  Majesty  will 
permit  me  to  observe,  .that  however  excusable 
this  delay  may  be  on  their  parts,  yet  it  operates 
most  injuriously  upon  me;    my    feelings    are 
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severely  tortared  bj  the  smpeBse,- while  my  tdm^ 
racter  is  sinking  in  the  opinion  of  the  pnblic. 

'*  It  ia  known  that  a  Report^  though  acqoittiiiy 
me  of  crime,  yet  imputing  matters  h^ly  dtsM.* 
putable  to  my  honor^  has  been  made  to  Your 
Mcyesty; — ^that  that  Report  has  been  com- 
municated to  me; — that  1  have  eodeaToured 
to  answer  it ;  and  that  I  •still  remaio»  at  At 
end  of  nine  weeks  from  the  delivery  of  my 
answer,  unacquainted  with  the  ju^ment  which,  is 
formed  upon  it.  May  I  be  piermitted  to  observe 
on  the  extreme  prejudice  which  this  delay, 
however  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  numeious 
important  occupations  of  the  Commissioiiers; 
produces  to  my  honor?  The  worlds  in  total 
Ignorance  of  the  real  state  of  the  facts,  begins  to 
infer  my  guilt  from  it.  I  feel  myself  aJready 
sinking  in  the  estimation  of  Your  Majesty's  subt 
jects,  as  well  as  of  what  remains  to  me  of  my 
own  family^  into  (a  state  intolerable,  to  a  mind 
conscious  of  its  purity  and  innocence)  a  state  in 
which  my  honor  appears  at  least  equivocal ,  and  my 
virtue  is  suspected.  Froin  this  state,  I  humbly 
entreat  YourMajesty  toperceive,that(  canbaveno 
hope  <)f  being  restored  ^until  either  Your  M^iesty's 
favorable  opinion  shall  be  graciously  notified  to 
the  world,  by  receiving  me  again  into  the  royali 
presenoe,  or  until  the  full  disclosure  of  the  facts,^ 
shall  expose  the  malice  of  my  accusers,  and  do 
away  every  possible  ground  for  unfavorable  infe-» 
rence  and  conjecture. 

«'.Tbe  yarions  eal^mities  with  which  ithas' 
pleased  God  of  late  tpi /afflict  me,  X  h^ve  «ndea* 
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vour^  to  bear^  aad  1  trust  I  have  borne  with 
humble  mkigiiatioA  to  tbe  Dime  wUl,    But  the 
«fibet  of  thit  ittfiunom  charge,  and  tbe  d«lay 
whidh  haa  sdipeiided  its  fiaal  tenainatioi),  by 
deprivkfg'  me  df  tbe  conaohrtkni  whic^  I  ehoiiid 
hate  recetted  from  Yomr  Majesty's  presence  imd 
kmdaeSB,  have  given  a  heavy  addition  to  tbem 
all;    tod  surely    lay   bitterM;  enemies  coald 
hardly  vdsh  Miat  Aey  shoald  be  increased.    But 
on  this  topio,  as  possibly  not  much  aflbcting  the 
justice,  though  it  does  the  hardship  of  my  case, 
I  fbrbear  to  dwell. 

^<  YoW  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 

i^ecoHect,  that  an  occasion  of  assenibling  tbe 

tloyal  FaMly  and  your  sabjecta,  in  dutiM  and 

happy  eomikiemoratiQn  of  ttet  Majesty's  Uith- 

day,  is  now  near  at  handi    If  <he  iaoreased 

occupations  which  tbe  approach  of  Parliament 

may  occasion,  or  any  other  cause,  should  prevent 

tbe  Commissioners  from  enabling  Your  Majesty 

to  communicate  your  pleasure  to  me  beibre  that 

tinie ;  the  vrorld  will  iaMUbly   conchide,  (in 

their  present  state  of  iguomnce,)  -Uiat  my  answer 

fnnst  have  p^ovM  unsatisfhetoiy,  and  that  the 

infamous  charges  hiive  been  thought  to  be  bot 

too  true.    These  consideiations,   Sire,  will,   1 

trust,  in  Your  Majesty's  gracious  ophiioo,  resoie 

this  address  from  all  imputation  of  impatience^ 

For^  Your  Majesty's  sense  of  honorable  deling 

will  naturally  suggest,  boW  utterly  tntqiossible  it 

is  that  I,  conscious  of  my  own  innooenee,  and 

believing  that  the  malice  of  my  enMSies  has  been 

completely  detected,  can,  withont  ahandonii^f 
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alt  regard  to  my  interests^  my  happiness^  and  my 
hoaar,  possibly  be  coDtented  to  perceive  the 
appMach  of  sach  utter  rain  to  my  character,  and 
yet  wait  with  patience,  and  in  silence,  till  it  over- 
whrims  me.  I  ^erefore  take  tbf9  liberty  of 
throwing  myself  again  at  Your  Miyesty's  feet, 
and  entreating  and  imploring  of  Yoar  Majesty's 
goodness  and  jnstice,  in  pity  for  my  miseries, 
whicli  this  delay  so  severely  aggravates^  and  in 
justice  to  my  innocence  and  character^  to  urge 
the  GommiBsioners  to  ai)  early  commmucatioii  of 
their  advice. 

''  To  save  Yonr  Majesty  and  the  Cami- 
missioners  all  unnecessary  trouble^  as  wrtl  as  to 
obviate  all  probability  of  farther  delay,  I  have 
directed  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  to  be  pMparedi 
and  have  setit  one  copy  of  it  through  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  another  through  Colonel  Taylor, 
to  Your  Majesty. 

''  I  am, 

/'  With  every  sentiment  of  gmti^ude  and  loyaUy> 
*' Ypur  Majesty's  most  affiH:ti<umte 
"  And  dfitifi»l>  Daai^rteMtttlaw, 
''  SwUeot  And  Servant 
•'C.  P." 

Montague  House,  6tk  December,  1806. 
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MINUTE  OF  THE  CABINET. 
January  ^th,  1807; 

Dpmning  Street,  Jamuajf  25<A^  1 807, 


TIU  LORD  CUAKCELVOB 
LORD   PRESIDENT 
LORD   PRIVY    8BAL 
BARL  SPENCER 
RARL  OF   liOlRA 
I<OBD'Ii£NRY   PKTTY 


PRESENT 

LORD   VISCOUNT 

HOWICK  . 
\  LORD  ^RENVILLE 
LORD   ELLSNBOROUGH 
MR.   SECRETARY 

HAM 
MR.  GRENVILLE 


Your  Majesty's  confidenti^kl  servants^  liave 
given  the  most  diligent  and  attenlive  consider- 
ation to  the  matters  on  which  Your  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  require  their  opinion  and  advice. 
They  trust  Your  Majesty  will  not  thiiik  that  any 
apology  is  necessary  on  their  part  for  the  delay 
which  ha^'-attefiMled  their  deliberations,  on  a 
subject  of  subh  extreme  importance,  and  which 
they  have  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  difficuky 
and  embarrassment  They  are  fully  convinced 
that  it  never  can  have  been  Your  Miyesty's 
intention  to  require  from  them,  that  they  ^ould 
lay  before  Your  Majesty,- a  detailed  and  circum- 
stantial examination  and  discussi<m  of  the  various 
arguments    and    allegations    contaioed   in  ike 
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letter  snfaiiiitted  to  Your  Majesty,  by.tbe  Law 
Advkers  of  the.  Princess  of  Wales.  And  they 
beg  leave  with  all  humility,  to  represent  to  Your 
Majesty  that  the  laws  and  constitution  of  tbeir 
country,  have  not  placed  them  in  a  situation  in 
which  they  can  conclusively  pronounce  on  any 
qiiestida  of  guilt  er  innocence  affecting  any  of 
Your  Marty's  subjects,  much  less  one  of  your 
Royal  Family.  They  have  iudeed  no  power  or 
authority  whatever  to  enter  on  such  a*  course  of 
inquiry,  as  could  alone  lead  to  any  final  results 
of  such  a  nature.  > 

The  main  question  on  which  they,  had  con- 
ceived themselves  called  upon  by  tbeir  duty  to 
submit  tbeir  advice  to  Your  Majesty,  was^tbis : 
whether  the  circumstances  wMdh  bad,  by  Your 
Mf^ty's  comitaands,  been  brought  before  them, 
were  of  a  nature  to  induce  Your  Majesty 
to  order  any  farther  steps,  to  be  taken  upon 
them  by  Your  Majesty's  gov eranient?  And 
on  this  point,  they  humbly  submit  to  Your  Ma« 
jesty^  that  the  advice  which  they  offered  was 
clear  and  unequivocal.  Your  Majesty  has 
since  been  pleased  further  to  require,  that 
they  should  submit  to  Your  Majesty,  their 
ofHnions  as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  by  Your 
Majesty,  to  the  reqijlest  contained  in  the 
Princess's  letter,  and  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  answer  should  be  communicated  to  Her 
Royal  Highness. 

They  have,  therefore,  in  dutiful  obedience 
to  Your  Majesty's  commands,  proceeded  to 
reoousider  the  whole  of  the  subject,  in  this  new 
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view  of  it;  and  after  much  deKberatioiii  they 
have  agreed  hombly  to  recommend  to  To»r 
Majesty,  the  draft  of  a  mesaage)  which  if  ap>» 
prof  fed  by  Yo^r  Majesty^  they  woold  humbly 
si^lgeat  Your  Majesty  might  send  to  Her 
Ri»yal  Highness  through  the  Lord  GhaoieeUcv'. 
Haiiiig|before  humbly  svbmftted  to  Yonr  Mi^esty 
thsfir  opimon^  that  the  facts  of  the  caae  dkl  not 
warrant  their  advising  that  any  tether  slep^ 
llho«W  be  tslen  npon  it  by  YOnr  Bli^esty « 
goTerariieBt,  Aey  have  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  advise  Your  M s^esty,  any  longer  to  dediae 
recaivifig  Hie  Princess  into  Yomr  Royai  pre- 
fitfne^  <  Bnt  the  result  of  the  whole  case,  ctoes, 
in  their  judgment,  render  it  inditopeBsable  that 
Ymnr  AfejMy  should,  by  a  serious  mdwaamHim^ 
convitfy  to  Her  Royal  Hi^^ess  You?  M srfesty^ 
npeetation  that  Her  Royal  Highness  should  be 
more  eireumspect  io  her  future  conduct;  and 
they  trubt  that  in  the  terms  in  wbidi  they  have 
advised  that  such  admonition  should  be  con- 
veyed. Your  Majesty  will  not  be  of  opinion,  on 
a  fall  consideration  of  the  evidence  and  answer, 
thay  they  can  be  conaiderod  as  having  at  aU 
exceeded  the  necessity  of  the  case,  as  arising 
out  of  the  last  referMce  which  Yow  Mi^jesty 
has  been  frieased  to  itiake  to  them. 


• 
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*'  Thb  Lord  Chancellor  bw  Ih^  hMor  to. {ire* 
MMt  Ws  most  hudible  daty  to  the  PiiftccM  tof 
Walts,  aod  to  transaoit  to  Hw.  RoyaLHigk«M» 
the  amoflipanyiiig  taeimge  ;froai  tbe  Kin^i; 
wfaMb  Ber  Royal  HigfaBeas  will  obaerre^  ko  luia 
Hia  Majeaty's  oommaads.to.oMsniiiUfiato  to 
Her  Royal  Higlnesa.  The  Lond  Cbajlcellor 
frotthd  baTe  done  himaetf  the  ha&lKr  to  bam 
waited  peraonally  upon  Her  Royal  '  HighiiMi^ 
and  hai^e  delitered  it  faianaelf ;  but  h^  conaidam^ 
the  aeoditig  it  sealed,  aa  mora  reapeatfal .  and 
acceptable  to  Her  -Royal  Highness.  Tkt  L&id 
Ghbncellor  received  die  onigiaal  paper  jfimm.tbe 
Kmg  yesterday,  and  made  the  copy  now  aaotiin 
his  own  hand/'       ' 

•  •      •  .         • 

.  Jmumy  28, 1807. 

To  Her  M»yal  High$iat  the  iVkees*  nfW^im. 


^m,    .1-.         ■■■■-»         »i> 


-•     I...  •,      *m     ■■.      ■       ..■■  afcl  ■  I  ** 


**  The  King  having  rdisrred  to  his  eonfideotiHl 
servaato,  the  proceedings  and  papers  relative 
to  the  wUtbsa  dsclaratioas,  whidi  facKl  iM^en 
before  Eiis  Majesty,  respectiag  the  conduct  of 
the  Princess  of  WalcF,  has  been  apprized    by 
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them,  that  after  the  fullest  consideration  of  the 
examinations  taken  on  the  subject,  and  of  the 
observations  and  affidavits  brought  forward  by 
the  Princess  of  Waies^s  legal    advisers,    they 
agree  in  the  opinions  submitted  to  His  Majesty 
in  the  original  Report  of  the  four  Lords,   by 
whom  His  Majesty  directed  that  the  matter 
sh5rald3  in  the  first  instance,  be  inquired  into ; 
and  that  in  the  present  stage  of  the  bnainess, 
upon  a  mature  and  deliherative  view  oi  this  mont 
important  snl^ect,  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings, 
it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  fieicts  of  this  case,  do 
not  wairant  their  advising  that  any  .further  step 
shonld  be  taken  in  the  business  by  l^is  Majesty's 
government,  or  any  other. proceedings  instituted 
npen  it,  except  such  only  as  His  Miyesty's  law 
servants  may,  on  r^rence  to  them^  think  fit  to 
recommend,  fiirthe  prosecution  of  Lady  Douglas, 
on  those  parts  of  her  depositions  which  may 
appear  to  tfiem  to  be  justly  liable  thereto. 

^*In  this  situation.  His  Majesty  is  advised,  that 
it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  him  to  decline  receiv- 
ing the  Princess  into  his  royal  presence. 

*'  The  King  sees  with  great  satisfaction,  the 
agreement  of  his  confidential  servants  in  the 
decided  opinion  expressed  by  the  four  Lords^ 
upon  the  falsehood  of  the  accusations  of  pr^* 
nancy  and  delivery^  brought  forward  against  the 
Princess  by  Lady  Douglas. 

'*  On  the  other  matters  produced  in  the  course 
of  this  Inquiry^  the  King  is  advised,  that  none  of 
the  facts  or  allegations  stated  in  preliminary 
examinations,  carried  on  in  the  absence  of  the 
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parties  interested,  can  be  considered  as  legally^ 
or  conclusively  established.     But  in  those  exa- 
minations, and  evai  in  the  answer  drawn  in  the 
name  of  the  Princess  by  her  legal  advisers,  there 
have  appesv^d  circnnsstances  of  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  Princess,  which  His  Majesty  never 
could  regard   but  with  serious  concern.     The 
elevated  rank  which  the  Princess  holds  in  this 
country,  and  the  relation  in  which  she  stands  to 
'  His  Majesty  and  the  Royal  Family,  must  always 
deeply  iiivolve '  both  the  interests  of  the  state, 
and  the  personal  feelings  of  His  Mitjesty^  in  %he 
propriety  and  correctness  of  h»  conduct.    And 
His  Majesty  caiinot  therefore  forbear  toejcpress** 
in  the  conclasion  of  the  biidness^  his'  desire  and 
expectation,  that  such  a  conduct  may  in  fntuto 
be  observed  by  the  Princess^  as  may  fully  justify 
those  iiiarks '  of  paternal  regard  and  aiection^ 
which  the  King  alwa3rB  wishes  to  shew  to  every 
part  of  his'  Royal  Fanuly.  ^ 

'*  His  Majesty  has  directed  that  this  tnessage 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  Princess  of  Wales^ 
by  his  Lord  Cbancellw;  and  that  copies  of  the 
proceedings  which  had  taken  place  on  ^e  sub* 
ject,  should  also  be  comtainiiicated  to  bis  deady 
beloved  son,  the  Prince  of  Wale».*^ 


*  * 


♦  »  •  I. 
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ti 


StftE, 


<<  I  HA8TBN  to  aekflowledgfi  the  feoeipt  of  the 
ptper,  which,  by  Your  Mtjooty'a  dimctiM.  i^9* 
yesterday  trammitted  to  me  by  the  Lord  Cboa- 
eellor^  and  to  express  the  uofeigned  h^ppWMo, 
which  I  have  derived  from  one  parfe  a(  iL  I 
mean  that,  which  infonne  me  that  Yoar  Mpj^sty '$ 
Gonfidastial  servants  hltve»  at  Imgth,  thought 
proper  to  commuoieate  to  Your  Majesty,  their 
idvice,  '^that  it  is  no  lotigtr  neeessary  for 
Your  Ms^jesty  to  dediot  nceivSng  me  into 
yonr  royal  presence/'  And  I  tfaerrfiirs  hilBlbly 
hope,  that  Your  Majesty  will  he  gra«w>fN4y 
pleased  to  receivis  with  laver,  the  oovsmuninp^on 
at  my  intestion  to  avail  myself,  siitb  Yovr 
IfitJHrty's  pemrissioD,  of  lh4t  adwice,  fat  the  pur- 
pose of  waiting  npen  Year  Majesty  op  MMd«.y 
neat,  if  that  day  shoold  not  be  inionf  enioat ; 
when  1  hope  again  to  faaare  the  ha|i(rine0s  of 
throwing  myself,  in  filial  duty  and  affectioo,  at 
Your  Majesty's  feet. 

^^Your  Majesty  will  easily  conceive,  that  T 
reluctantly  name  so  distant  a  day  as  Monday ; 
but  1  do  not  feel  myself  sufficiently  recovered 
from  the  measles,  to  venture  upon  so  long  a 
drive  at  ah  earlier  day.    Feeling,  however,  very 
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anxious  to  receive  again  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  blessiAg,  of  which  I  have  been  so  long 
deprived^  if  that  day  shoald  happen  to  be  in  any 
degree  inconvenient,  I  humbly  Entreat  and 
iomlpxe  Ypuf  Miuesty'ft'  gracious'  t^d  paternal 
goodn^s,  to.aaiae  some  crther  day,  as^arly  aa 
possible,  for  that  puipose. 

'*  I  aiQ,  &c. 
(S«ned)  •  ".C:  R". 

TatkeKmg. 


WindMk  (kalk,  m&^mmthf,  1807. 


» • _- 

< 


'*  Ths  .  King  has  tUs  •SKNwnt .  received  die 
Priooesb  of  Wafes^kkMer,  in  irhaeb  she  isdmates 
her  intenlioB  of  cdiQia^  to  Wiodaor  on  MoMk]^ 
next;  and  His  M^esty^  wiriiing  not  to  put  the 
Princess  to  Ae  incoiiveiiieBo*  of  coming  to  thiis 
place  so  ioMDediately  after  her  illness,  hastens  to 
acquaint  her,  that  he  shall  prefer  to  receive  her  in 
London,  upon  a  day  subsequent  to  the  ensuiiig 
week,  which  will  also  better  suit  His  Majesty, 
and  ef  which  be  will  not  fail  to  apprize  the 
Princess. 

(Signed)  <<  GEORGE  R." 

To  the  Princess  offVales. 


1 
■  ■     •  '  "  •  ■  .  ' 

"  5  c 
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Windwr  CasOe,  lOth  February,  1807. 

^*  As  the  PrinceM  of  Wales  amy  hare  be^n  led 
td  eypett  from  the  Kiog^s  letter  to  her,  that  lie 
would  fix  an  eariy  day  fer  aeem^  ber,  His 
Majesty  thinks  it  right  to  acquaint  her,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  upon  receiving  the  several 
documents^  which  the  King  directed  his  Cabinet 
to  transmit  to  him,  made  a  formal  communicatioB 
to  him,  of  his  intention  to  put  them  into  Uie 
hands  of  his  lawyers ;  accompanied  by  a  request 
that  His  Majesty  would  suspend  any  fturther 
steps  in  the  bwineis,  unti)  Hie  Prklce  of  Wales 
should  be  enabled  to  submit  to  him,  the  state* 
Bitot  which  he  proposed  to  make*  Hie  King 
therefore;  ctmsidefs  it  iacuoibeBt  upon  Iraa^  to 
defcr>  naming  a. day  to  the  Pimeess  of  Wtries, 
until  the  tether  result  of  the  Prince's  mtendott 
sb&U  hare  been  made  known  t».  him.    . 

(Signed)  *'  OfiORGB  R.' 

To  the  Prmceft  of  fVtOea. 


ir  • 


Montague  Howe,  12th  febtuaiy,  J  807. 
Sire,  . . 

"  I  HECEivBD  yesterdaj,  and  with  inexpmriUe 
pain.  Your  Majesty's  lart  coinina^cattion.  Tlw 
daty  of  Btatiog,  in  a  represaitation  to  Your 
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M^JMtjTt  the  Twfo)i8  grounds  upon  which  I  feel 
the  hafdfhip  of  my  cas^;  aad  vpM  which  1 
confidently  think  that  upon  a  review  of  it.  Your 
Majesty  will  he  disposed  to  recall  your  last 
del^rmiMlion,  19  a  datytl  ow^  to  myself;  and  I 
cannot  forbeav.  at  the  moment  when  1  acknow- 
ledge Your  Majesty's  letter,  to  announce  to 
Your  Majesty,  that  I  propose  to  execute  that 
duty  without  delay.  .  . 

''  After  having  suffered  the  punishment  of 
banishment  from  Your  Msyesty's  presence,  for 
seven  months,  pending  an  Inquiry  which  Your 
Migesty  had  directed  into  my  conduct,  affecting 
both  my  life  and  my  honor; — after  that  Inquiry 
had  at  length  terminated  in  the  advice  of  Your 
Ifitfap&jf^  co^fide|iti(^t  a^d  sworn  serv wits,  that 
tbffse  was  ^fkO:  longer  .my  v^ason  for  .Yomr 
M^)e#ty'i(i  d^^Uning  ^to  receive  me; — ^if,  after 
YfO^r  M^}^y'aipiiacM>a3  coinmuoication,  whict]^ 
led  me  tOcHesttiai^iir^d  tb^tyour  Majesty  w4>o)4 
appoinit  anearly.dayitq  r^c^ve  me.v^iC  after  al) 
this,. by  aT#9aw^d  apfdicati^n  qm  ^he^part  of  the 
Prince  of  W^les,  l^>Q^  who^e  comi^avication 
the  firsjt  Ipquiry  bad  been  directed,  I  now  find 
that  th^;pfii^ih«ieiit  whjyQh  has  been  inflicted, 
pending  a«,  seven  im$mtb!s  Inquiry  before  the 
determifpaJtion,  should^  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  Your  Mi^es(y*a  servants, ,  be  continued  alter 
diat  determinatiop,  to  aw^it  the  result  of  some 
nevf  prpqeedingv  to  be  suggested  by  the  lawyesa. 
<|ff  tl)e  Pnpce  pf  :Wf4e8;-THt  is,  impwpsible.tb^t  ^ 
oap  isAl  fto :  wweytf  t^  Your  Majesty,  with  f 


^ect  dae  4o*  truths  thftti  am,  itf  tlie^coil0€iiiQ»* 
mess  of  myittuocence,  and  with  a  stiOBg  wnaotrf 
my  anmerited  safferiogSy 
'^  Yoaf.  Majesty's  roost  dotifuU  and  most 
'*  affectionate,  but  much  iajarad  Sufejeet, . 

'^  and  Daiightep-i»4aw^ 
(^goed>  «  C.  P." 

4 

To  the  King. 


tf 


SlRBj 


'<  By  my  short  letter  ta  Yoar  MaJMty  of 
the  J  2th  ioBt  in  answer  to  Your '  AfcjestyVr 
oommuoication  of  the  1 0tii,  I  notified  my  inten- 
tiod  of  representing  to  Your  Afi^esty,  the  ^arioob 
grounds  on  which  I  feltthe  hardship  of  my  case; 
and  a  review  of  which,  l.confidentfjr  hoped; 
^ould  dispose  Yoar  Majesty *to  recall  your  de* 
termination  to  adjonm  to  sin  indefinite  period, 
my  reception  into  your  royal  preseiiQe;  a  deter^ 
mination,  which,  in  addition  to  all  the  odi^ 
pain  tvhich  it. bronght  along  with-it,  aChttedmei 
i^ith  the  disappointment  of  hopeswhiiSlrl'lNMl 
fondly  cherished,  with  the  roost  peribct  confi-- 
dtoce,  because  they  rested  on  Your  Mafesty's^ 
gracions  assurance.  Independai^y,  however, 
of  that  communication  fron  Your  Mi^esty,  I 
should  have  felt  myself  bound- to  have  trMbled 
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YiMlnM^isttf  ^itbiniiefa  6f  Chfr  cbntents  of  the 
fmmmk  iMken  '    m  i  •  . 

MUpdh^itlKr  receipt  of  the  fiaper  \?hicb,  by 

Yoiip  M ignty 's  oomimiids,  was  traasmitted  to 

me  tiy  the  Lord  ChancellDr  on -the  38th  of  last 

montb,  -ami  ^ which    cpmmiimcated  to   me  the 

joyM  tntdl^ence,    that    Yoiir    Majesty   was 

^*  advised;  that  it  was  no  lodger  neeessary  for 

you    to  decline  reeeiviBg  me  *  nite .  year  royal 

preseiice/'  I  conceited  ihytelf  oecessafrily*  called 

npoa'to'send  an  idnaaMkta  answer  to  so  much 

of  it;  >a8i  leapeeted  thatriikt^lUgenoe.    I  oeuld  nbt 

wail  the  time  wlncfa.  it^  tvoobl  hare  reqoareii,  ta 

state* tik»e:ob8ek>vation^,  which  it  was> impossible 

for  me  to  refrain  ftbni  mnJ^ngj  at  sotme  period, 

Iipon>«h0< other. iflopotoint  particulars  which  that 

paper)  dontained.*    Accordingly^  1  answered  it 

imaoediet(ly';  and,  ab  Your  Majesty's  gracious 

nd/instattt  reply  off ^lafeit  Thuriiday  fortnight 

anaeikiieedl  to  me  your  .pleasure  that  1  fchbiild  be 

reiseited  bf'  Yow  Majesty,  on  a  day  subsequent 

to*  the  then  ensuing  week j  1  was  led  mostcon-^ 

fldently  to  assure  myself)  that  the  last  week 

wMiJd  not    haveF' passed    without  my  having 

reeeif  ^d>tllat*satiMB«tion .   I  therefore  defermined 

toi  wak  kfpatieace/ without  further  intrusion  upon 

YwF  Majesty^  till  I  might  have  the  opportunity 

ofgaariKng  tnyself  from  the  possibility  of  being 

arisAndofbtood^  by  personally  explaining  to  Your 

Ma^a4ty/  that,  whatevchr  observations  1  had  to 

make  updti  the-  paper  ^  so  eommtokated  to  me, 

on.  ttie  detfa  liltRDo,  and .  whatever  complaints 

respecting  the  delay,  and  the  many  ennelcir'^ 
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cttmstances  wUeh  liad  attended  the  mkM  erf  t&e 
proceedings  against  me,  and  the  tmuniiiiiitteijf 
state  in  which  they  were  at  length  1^  by  that 
lest  commiiaication,  they  were  obeervatleBa  and 
0O«iplaiiits  which  affected  those  only^  mder 
whose  adTioe  Yoar  Majesty  had  acted«  aad 
were  not  in  any  degree,  intended  to  intirinte 
even  the  meet  distant  inshmatioD  agaitist  Yoor 
Migesty's  justice  orkindnees. 

'^  That  paper  estaUished  the  opinion  whieh  i 
certainly  (had  ever  conAdenlly  ^iteitained,  bnt 
the  justness  of  which  f  had  not  before  sny  decn* 
ment  to  establish  that  Yonr  Majesty  had^  ftmn 
the  firsts   deemed  th»i  proceedieg  a  higfa  and 
important  nrntter  of  slate,  in  the  censiileralion  of 
which,  Yoer  Majesty  had  not  felt  yosnelf  at 
libferty  to  trdst  to  yonrown  generons  •  fteUnge, 
and  to  your  own  royal  and  gilicioas  judgment 
I  nerer  did  faelte?e,  that  4he  cmet  etate  of  aitzicty 
in.  which  I  fafcd  been  kept,  e?er  since  the  driitrery 
of  my  answer,  (for  at  leas^  sitteea  weeks)  conid 
be  at  all  attributable  to  Yow  MiQesty;  it  was 
most   unlike :  every  tiling    which    1   had  evw 
experienced  from  Your  Majesty's  condescctasteii, 
feeling  and  justice ;  and  I  fonmi  from  tint  paper, 
that'itw^ato  yoAr  confideitfial  sernsnta  I  wan 
to  ascribe  the  length  of  banishment  from  yeltar 
presence^    which  they  at   last  advieed    Yonr 
}dajesty,  it  was  no  l<Miger  necessary  skeidd  be 
oontinoed.    1  perceive,  therefore,  what 4  always 
believed,  that  it  was  to  them,  and  to  them  only, 
that  I  owed  the  protracted  conlinnance  of  my 
nff^ings  and  of  my  disgrace ;  and  that  Your 
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t  Mtjwtyi  ooMideriiig  ^  whote  of  thb  proceediog 

f  to  have  been  inalitated  and  condocted,  onder  the 

I  grare  respondibiKty  of  Yonr  Majesty's  servantl^, 

I  had  not  thought  proper  to  take  any  step,  or 

I  express  any  opini<m  apon  any  part  of  it,  but  sack 

,  as  'wa»*.  recommended  \^   their  advice.      In^ 

I  flueoced  by  tiiese  sentiments,  and  aoxious  to 

,  have  the  opportunity  of  conveying  them  with  the 

overflowings  of  a  grateful  heart  to  Your  Majesty; 

what  were  my  sensations  of  surprise,  mortifica- 

,  tion,  and  disappointment,  on  the  receipt  of  Your 

Majes^'s  letter  of  the  tOth  inst.  Your  Majesty 

may  conceive,  though  1  dim  utterly  unable  to 

express. 

•  **  Tbaiilettcfr  announces  to  me,  that  His  Royal 
HighilMs  the  Prince  of  IVales,  upon  receiving 
the  seireral  documents  which  Your  Majesty 
directed  your  caUnet  to  transmit  to  htm^  made 
a  personal  communicationr  to  Your  Majesty,  of 
his  intention  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  his 
lawyers,  aoconpanied  by  a  request^  that  Your 
Majesty  would  suspend  any  further  steps  in  the 
business,  until  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  be 
enabled  to  »(riinutto  Your  Majesty  the  statement 
which.  :lie  pfopteed  to  make;  and  it  also 
announces  to  me,  that  Your  Majesty  therefore 
coMidesed  it  inemoibent  on  you,  to  defer  naming 
a  day  to  me,  until  the  further  result  of  the  Prince 
of  Walei's  intention  should  have  been  made 
Jtmown  te  Your  Alsjesty.  ^  This  determination 
of  Your  M^jestyi  on  Ais  request  made  by  His 
^  ftoyal  Hig^ese^  1  bnmbly  trust  Your  Majesty 

will   permit  me  to  entreat,  you,  in  yow  most 
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gcadoua  jiistipe^  tore-cowidcii;.  y omr  M^fwtjr, 
(  am  coQviaoedy  must  h^jre :  baeii,  9iujpri#ed .  at 
the  tirne^  ^nd  prevail^  >iippp  l^y  the  iq^MMtooMy 
of  the  Prioce  of  Ws^es^to  ^t^io^  ^thiadelenniBa* 
tioD  aeoeisary,  or  Your  M^^^fiy's  gooeresity 
and  justice,  would  neverr  have.adopted.it  And 
if  I  cau  satisfy  Your  Msyesty  of  th§  unp^raUelad 
iiyfistiqe,  and  cruelty  of  this  iaterpositioa  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  at  such,  a  time,  apd  uader  auch 
circumstances,  I  feel  the  m^fit  peifecA  <¥>B6diwce 
that  Your  Majesty  will  hastsp  to  recall  it* 

''  I  should  basely  be  wantjngito  my.  ^wn  inlciieBt 
and  feelings,  if  I  did  not  plainly  state  my«sfiiae 
of  that  injustice  and  cruelty;  and  if  1  .did  iH>t 
most  loudly  complain  of  it  Your  M^jyaalTf  will 
better  perceive  the  jQit  grounds  of  9iy.ciNSftp}^iit 
when  I  retrace  the  course  of  the^^  proceedings 
from  their  commencement. 

^'  The  four  Noble  Lords  appointed  by  Your 
Majesty,  to  inquire  into  the  charges  brought 
against  me,  in  their  Report  of  the  14th  «f  J^ly 
laat,  after  having  stated  that.Hia  tU>fzliii^ 
ness  the  Prince  of  Waks  had  hM.  ]^4  ^Iqm 
him,  the  charge  whidi  waii  niade  i^faiqfstiae  by 
Xady  Donglasr  and  thc^epfacfrtiOB  in  MppiHt^ 
it,  proce^sd  in  the  ibllowi«g  viamiec : — 

n  t^  painful  aitoationM^vdiicb  &»  B<0|wl 
Highness  w^s  plaoed  \xy  tbesQ  .ea«imispi«atioiiti 
we  learnt  that  His  Royal  Highness  had  a4lf>t94 
tike  ofi<^  coune  which  cooJi),  iaofirjvdigineal, 
with  propriety  be  iblipY^d, .  Wk^  infamna- 
tions  such  as  these,  had  been  thnp  coi|fi|[)kad]r 
alleged,  and  pArticalavly  detailed^  and  kfi^d 


if  n 


it 
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**  been  iu  some  degree  supported  by  collateral 
't  evideBce,  apfdying  to  other  facts  of  the  same 
''  aature^  (thoagh  going  to  a  far  less  extent,)  one 
^  ASne  onljf  could  be  pursued. 

"  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  Your  Majesty^ 
*^  wpd  of  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  required 
^'  tkat  these  particulars  should  not  be  withheld* 
''from  Your  Majesty,  to  whom  more  particu- 
*^  larly  belonged  the  cognizance  of  a  matter  of 
'^  state^  so  nearly  touching  the  honor  of  Your 
*'  Majesty's  Royal  Family,  and,  by  possibility, 
'<  affecting  the  succession  of  Your  Majesty's 
**  crown. 

Your  Majesty  had  been  pleased,  on  your 

part,  to  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light. 
^^  Considering  it  as  a  matter,  which,  on  every. 
«<  account,  demanded  the  most  immediate  inves- 
<*  tigation^  Your  Majesty  had  thought  fit  to 
<<  commit  into  our  hands  the  duty  of  ascertaining, 
'^  in  the  first  instance,  what  degree  of  credit  was 
<^  due  to  jthe  information,  and  thereby  enablii^ 
''  Your  Majesty  to  decide  what  further  conduct 
'*  to  adqpt  respectisig  them." 

''  His  Royal  Highness  then  pursuing,  as  the 
fbur  Lords  say,  the  tndy  course  which  could,  in, 
their  judgment,  with  propriety  be  pursued,  sub? 
the  matter  to  Your  Majesty. — Your 
directed  the  Inquiry  by  the  four  noble 
Lords. — The  four  Lords  in  their  R^ort  upon 
the  case,  justly  acquitted  me  of  all  crime,  and 
^^ressed  (I  will  not  wait  now  to  say-  how 
unjustly)  the  credit  which  they  gave,  and  the 
consequence   they    ascribed  to  other  matters, 

^  6  D 
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which  they  did  not,  however,  chartfcterke  as 
amounting  to  any  crimie. — To  tbid  Report,  I 
made  my  answer. — That  answer,  togetheif . with 
the  whole  proceedings,  was  referred  by  Yonr 
Majesty  to  the  same  four  noble  Lords,  and 
others  of  Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants. 
They  advised  Your  Majesty,  amongst  much 
other  matter,  (which  mutst  be  the  subjeict  of 
further  observations)  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  reason  why  you  should  decline  receiv- 
ing me. 

"  Your  Majesty  Will  necessarily  conceive  tiiat 
I  have  always  looked  upon  my  banishment  from 
your  royal  presence,  as  in  fact  a  punishment, 
and  a  severe  one  too.  I  thought  it  soficiently 
hard/ tbat  I  should  have  been  suffering  that 
punishment,  during  the  time  that  this  Ifiquir^ 
has  been  pending,  while  I  was  yet  only  tmder 
accusation,  and  upon  the  principles  dfthe  jttst 
laws  of  Your  Majesty's  kingdom,  ^ntJfcled  to  bt? 
presumed  to  be  innocent,  til!  I  was  proved  to  be 
guilty.  But  1  find  this  does  not  appeal*  to  be 
enough,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ftince  of  Wa#eri, 
Fot  now,  when  'aft^  this  long  Inquiry  iiito 
matters  which  required  immediate. investigation, 
I  have  been  acquitted  of  every  thing  which 
could  calf  for  my  banishment  from  your  royal 
presence; — after  Your  Majesty'is  confidential 
servants  have  thus  expressly  advised  Your 
Majesty,  that  they  see  no  reason  why  you  iSAidJild 
any  longer  decline  to  receive  nre  into  yani 
presence  ;^^after  Your  Majesty  had  graciously 
notified  to  me,  your  determination  to  receive  me 
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at  an  early  d^y,  His  Royal  Highness  interposeti 
tihe  dejoand  of  a  bew  delay;  desires  Your 
Majesty  iiot  to  take  aay  step ;  desires  you  not 
to  act.iqpoa.tbe  advice  which  your  own  confiden- 
tial servanta  have  given  you,  that  you  need  no 
longer  decline  seeing  me ; — not  tp  execute  your 
iateiUioD,  and  assurance^,  that  you  would  receive 
m»  .at  an  early  day ; — because  h^  has  laid  the 
documents  before  fa^s  lawyers;^  and  intends  to 
prepare  a  further  statement  And  the  judgment 
ojf  Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  is*  as  it 
were,  appealed  fropi  by  the  Prince;  of  Wales, 
(whom,  fraa^  this  tin^e,  ^i  least,  I  must  be  per*- 
mitted  to  consider  as  assuming  thp  character  of 
mj  accuser); — ithe  justice, due  to  me  is  to  be  sus- 
pended, while  the  judgment  .of  Your  Majesty'^ 
sworn  servants,  is  to,  be  submitted  to  the  revision 
pi  my  accuser's  Coiinael ;  aj^d  I,  though  ac- 
qiiitted^ip  the  opin^oa  of  Your  Msyesty's  con- 
fidftntial  se^yant8>  of  all  that.shoujld  ipi4u<;e  Ypuf 
M^c»(y  to, d^Une. seeing me^  am , M> have  that 
puDi«hmei|t^.  which  ha4  been,  indicted  uppp  ipe 
doriiig  th^  Jqqairys  contii^ued  after  that  acquittal, 
till  a  freeAi :  statement  is  preparedi  to  l^e  agaui 
submitted:,  for  aught  1  know^  to  another  Inquiry, 
of  a?  efcte^ded  a  continuance  as  that  which  has 
just  terminated.. 

'VC^  it  be  said  that  the  pro(;eedings  of  the 
four  aoble  iiords,  or  Your  Majesty's  oon^dentia) 
9erva»t9,.  h^ve  been  so  lenient  a^d  conyider^i^ 
towwd's,  me,  andjoy  feelings,  as  to. induce  a 
suspicion  that  I  have  been  \oo .  favorably  dealt 
yritb  by.tlibfin?    A^^d  that  the  advice  y^hiffh  IfkSf 
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heen  given  to  Your  Majesty^  that  Your  Majesty, 
need  no  longer  decline  to  receive  me,  was  hastily 
and  partially  delivered  ?     I  am  confident  that 
Yonr  Majesty  must  see  the  very  reverse  of  this 
to  be  the  case — ^that  I  have  every  reason  to 
complain   of  the  inexplicable  delay  which  iso 
long  withheld  that  advice.       And  the  whole 
character  of  the  observations  with  which  they 
accompanied    it^    marks   the%  reluctance   with 
which  they  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  giving 
it      For   Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
advise    Your  Majesty^    *'  that  it  is  no  longer 
^<  necessary  for  yon  to   decline   receiving  me 
^'  into  your  royal  presence."      If  this  is  their 
opinion  and  their  advice  now^  why  was  it  not 
their  opinion  and  their  >ad vice  four  mondis  ago, 
firom  the  date  of  my  answer?  Nay,  why  wm  it 
not  their  opinion  and  advice,  from  the  date  even 
of  the  original  Report  itself?    For  not  only  bad 
they  been  in  possession  of  my  answer  for  above 
tbaeen  weeks^  which  at  least  fnmished  them'with  all 
the  materials  on  which  this  advice  at  length  was 
given;  but  further^  Your  Majesty^s  confidential 
servants  are  forward  to  state,  that  lifter  having 
read  my  observations^  and  the  affidavits  which 
they  annexed  to  them,  they  agree  in  file  ^$pmum$ 
(not  in  any  single  opinion  upon  any  particnlar 
branch  of  the  case,  but  in  Me  opmums  gemenlif) 
which  were  submitted  to  Your  Majesty,  in  the 
original  Report  of  the  four  Lords.     If,  thefefwe, 
(notwithstanding    their  concurrence  in  aU  the 
opinions  contained  in  the  Report)  they  have 
nevertheless  given  to  Your  Majesty  their  adviee. 
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^'  that  ki  no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  decline 
Keeping  me ;"— nrhat  could  hare  prerented  their 
offiering  that  ad?ice,  even  from  the  14th  of  July, 
the  date  of  the  original  Report  itself?  Or  what 
could  have  warranted  tlie  withholding  of  it,  even 
for  a  single  moment  ?  Instead,  therefore,  of  any 
tifacei)eing  observable^  of  hasty,  precipitate,  and 
partial  determination  in  my  favor,  it  is  impos* 
wkAe  to  interpret  Aheb  conduct  and  their  reasons 
tc^ther^  in  any  other  saise,  than  as  amounting 
to  an  admission  of  Your  Majesty's  confidential 
servants  themselves,  timt  1  have,  in  consequence 
of  their  withholding  that  advice,  been^  unneces* 
sarily  and  cruelly  banished  from  your  royal 
presence,  from  the  14th  of  July^  to  the  28&  of 
January,  iacludtng  a  space  of  id>ove  six  months ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  interposition  of  the  Prince, 
is  to  prolong  my  sufferings  and  my  disgrace, 
under  the  same  banishment^  to  a  period  perfectly 
indefinite. 

*'  The  principle  which  will  admit  the  effect  of 
such  interposition  now,  may  be  acted  upon 
'again;  and  the  Prince  may  require  a  further 
prolongation,  upon  fresh  statements,  and  fresh 
charges^  kept  back  possibly,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  from  time  to  time,  conveniently  interposed, 
to  prevent  for  ever  the  arrival  of  that  hour,  which, 
displaying  to  the  world  the  acknowledgment  of 
unmerited  sufferings  and  disgrace,  may,  at  the 
same  time,  expose  the  true  malicious  and  unjust 
«|uality  of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  so 
long  carried  on  against  me. 

^' This  unseasonable,  unjust,  and  cruel  interpo- 
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sitioii  of  His  Royal  fiighnrea,  w  I  wwt  ever 
deem  it,  has  po^evoiled  npon  Your  M«o4b^  Uf 
recall,  to  my  prejodice,  your  g^raeioas  purpose 
of  leoeiving  me,  in  puri^uaitce  of  the.  advice  of 
your  aewants.  Do  I  then  flatter  myaelf  too 
much,  when  1  feel  assured,  tbat  myjuBt  entreaty, 
founded  upon  the  reasons  which  1  urge,  and 
<tirected  to  counteract  duly  the  effect  of  &at 
w^uBt  interpoisitioni  M^ill  induce  Your  Majesty  to 
Tetom  to  your  origioal  determination  ?    . 

.  *^  Restored,  howeveri  a^  I  should  feel  myself  to 
a  state  of  comparative  security  as  wfeil  .as  cre<tit> 
by  being  at  length  permitted,  upon  Your  Msgesty's 
gracious  re-consideratioci  of  your  last  determioa* 
tiOD,  to  have  access  to  Yodr  M^^esty ;:  yet,  und^r 
all  the  circumstances  tmder  which  I  should  now 
receive  that  mark  aqd  coufirmation  of  Your 
Majesty's  opiuion  of  my  innocence,  my  character 
would  not,  I  ff  ar,  stand  cleared  in  the  ^iblic 
opinioni  by  the  mere  fact  of  Your  Majesty's 
reception  of  me.  This  revoci^tion  of  Your 
Majesty's  gradous  purpose,  has .  flung  an  addi- 
tional cloud  about  the  whole  proceedii^,  mad  the 
inferences  drawn  in  the  public  mind  from  this 
circumstance,  so  mysterious,  and  so  perfectly 
inexplicable  upon  any  grounds  which  are  open 
.to  their  knowledge,  has  made,  and  will  leave«  so 
deep  an  impression  to  my  prejudice,  as  scarce 
any  thing  short  of  a  public  exposure  of  all  that 
has  passed,  can  possibly  efface. 

''The  publication  of  all  these  proceedings  to 
the  world  then^  seems  to  me,  imder  the  pres^it 
circumstances,  (whatever  reluctance  I  feel  against 


such  a  ttieasure,  and  however  1  regret  the  hard' 
Necessity  which  drifts 'me  to  it)  to  be  almost  the 
only  remaining  resotirce,  for  the  vindication  of 
ray  honor  and  character.  The  falsehood  of  the 
accusation,  is  by  no  means  all  that  vi'ilLby  such 
publication,  appear  to  the  credit  and  clearance 
of  my  character;  but  the  course  in  which  the 
wbole  proceedings  have  been  carried  on,  or 
rather  delayed  by  those,  to  whom  Your  Majesty 
referred  the  consideration  of  them;  will  shew, 
that,  whatever  measure  of  justice  I  may  have 
ultimately  received  at  their  hands,  it  is  not  to  be^ 
suspected  as  arising  from* any  mercifal  and  indul- 
gent consideration  of  me,  of  my  feelings,  or  of 
my  case. 

"  It  win  be  seen  how  my  feelnigs  had  been* 
harassed,  and  my  character  and  honor  exposed; 
by  the  delays  which  have  taken  place  in  these 
proceedings :  it  M\\  be  seen  that  the  existence  of 
the  charge  against  me,  had  avowedly  been  known 
to  the  public,  from  the  7tb  of  June  in  the  last 
year.  I  say  known  to  the  public, — because  it 
was  on  that  day  that  the  Commissioners,  acting; 
as  I  am  to  suppose,  (for  so  they  State  in  theh^ 
Report)  under  the  anxious  wish'that  their  trust 
should  be  executed  with  as  little  publicity  as 
possiblcf;  authorized  that  unnecessary  insult  and 
outrage  upon  me,  as  I  must  always  consider  it, 
which,  however  intended,  gave  the  utmost  pub-' 
licity  and  exposure,  to  the  existence  of  these 
chaises.  I  mean  the  sending  two  Attomies, 
armbci  with  their  Lordship's  warrant,  to  my  house, 
to  bring  before  them  at  once,  about  one  half  of 
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my  hoiisebold  for  examination.  The  idea  of 
privacy  after  an  act,  so  much  calculated  fron> 
the  extraordinary  nature  of  it,  to  excite  the 
greatest  attention  and  surprise.  Your  Majeisty 
must  feel  to  have  been  impossible  and  absurd  ; 
for  an  attempt  at  secrecy,  mystery^  and  conceal- 
ment, on  my  part,  could,  under  such  circunw 
stances,  only  have  been  construed  into  the  fear- 
fulness  of  guilt. 

<«  It  will  appear  also,  that  from  that  time,  I 
heard  nothing  authentically  upon  the  subject 
till  the  11th  of  August,  ^irhen  I  was  furnished  by 
Your  Majesty's  commands,  with  the  Report, 
The  several  papers  necessary  to  my  understanding 
the  whole  of  these  charges,  in  the  authentic  state 
in  which  Your  Majesty  thought  it  proper  gra- 
ciously to  direct  that  I  should  have  them,  were 
not  delivered  to  me  till  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber. My  answer  to  these  various  charges,  though 
the  whole  snbjecft  of  them  was  new  to  those, 
whose  advice  i  had  recourse  to,  long  as  that 
answer  was  necessarily  obliged  to  be,  was 
delivered  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  forwarded 
to  Your  Majesty,  by  the  6th  of  October ;  and, 
from  the  6th  of  October,  to  the  28th  of  January, 
I  was  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  the  effect  of  that 
answer.  Not  only  will  all  this  delay  be  apparent, 
but  it  will  be  generally  shewn  to  the  world,  how 
Your  Majesty's  servants  had,  in  this  important 
business,  treated  your  Daughter-in-law,  the 
Princess  of  Wales ;  and  what  measure  of  justice 
she,  a  female,  and  a  stranger  in  your  land,  ha& 
experienced  at  their  hands. 
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^  Uadoubtedly  agaimt  such  a  prDceediog  I 
hare  ever  felt,  and  still  feel,  an  almost  invincible 
repugnance.     Every  sentiment  of  delicacy,  with 
which  a  female  mind  must  shrink  from  the  act  of 
briiiging  before  the  public  such  chargesV  however 
conscious  of  their  scandal  and  falsity,  and  how-^ 
ever  clearly  that  scandal  and  falsity  may  be 
manifested  by  the  answer  to  those  charges ; — ^tha 
respect  still  due  from  me,  to  persons  employed 
in  authority  undei'  Your  Majesty,  however  little 
respect  1  may  have  received  from  them; — ^roy 
duty  to   Hia ;  Royal   Highness    the    Prince  of 
•Wales ;— my  regard  for  all  the  members  of  your 
august  family; — my  esteena,  my  duty,  my  gratitude 
to  Your  Majesty^ — my  affectionate  gratitude  for 
all   the  paternal   kindness,  which   1  have  ever 
experienced  from  you ; — ^my  anxiety,  not  only  to 
avoid  the  risk  of  giving  any  offence  or  diS|^easure 
to  Your  Majesty,  bat  also,  to  fly  from  every 
occasion  of  creating,  the  slightest  sentiment  of 
uneasiness  in  the  mind  of  Your  Majesty,  whose 
happiness  it  would  be  the  pride  and  pleasure  of 
my  life  to  consult  and  to  promote ;   and  these 
various  sentiments  have  compelled  me  to  submit;- 
as  long*  as  human  forbeatance  could  endure,  to 
all    the    unfavorable    idferences    which   were^ 
through  this,  delay,  daily  inereasing  in  the  public 
mind.  .  What  the  stremgtb  and  efficacy  of  these 
moti;eea  have  been^  Your  Majesty  will  do  me  the 
jiistice  to. feel,  when  you  are  pleased ,  graciously 
to  consider^  bow  long  I  have  been  contented  to 
suffer  those  suspicions  to  exist  against  my  inno^ 
cence,  which  the  bringing  before  the  public,  of 
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mj  auccittsatiqn.  and  my  defence  to  it^  wovA&wo 
iadbpiitably  and  iraipediately  ha?e  dispelled*  -  . 
^^  The  measure,  ho weyer,  of  making  these  pf» 
ceedings.  public,  whatever  mode  I  caH  adopt 
(coQsideriug  especially  the  absolute  impossiJHUty 
o£  siif&riBg  ahy  partial  produotion  of  them,  and 
the  Becessity  that,  if  for  any  purpose  any  part  of 
them  should  be  produced^  the  whole  mast  be 
brought.before  the  public,)  remains  suxronn^ed 
with  all  tlie.objectiQQs  which  1  have  enumerated  ; 
and  npthing  could  ever  have  prevail^  upon  m^,  or 
can^now  even  prevail  upon  me  to  have  recourse 
to .  it^  but .  an  impedous  sense  of  iqdispensable 
duty,  to  my  future  safety,  to  my  present  character 
and  honor,. and  la  theieelings,  the  character,  and 
(he  interests  of  my  c^ild. .  1  had  flattered  myr 
self,  when  qnce  this  loag  proceeding^faonld  have 
terminated,  in  my  reception  into  Your  Majesty's 
presence, .  th^t  that  circumstance,  alone  would 
have  so  strongly  implied  my  innoc^ice  of  all  that 
had  be^n  brought  again&A  me,  as  to  have  been  per«> 
fectly  suffipiientformy  honor  and  my  security; 
but  accompanied  as  it .  ntow:  must  be»  with  the 
knp.wledge  of  ihe  hctf  thni.Yaax  .Majesty  has 
b^e^  braughitio  hesitate  upon  its.  propriety,  and 
;K)CAiDp^i^d  also,  with;  th^v.  yery  . aojustifiable 
pb£^eiryatioa8g;as  they  appeal  ,tp  me,bon  which  I 
shall  presently  proceed,  to .  remark ;.  and  vrfaieh 
were  (nade  by  Your  JVfs)jesty!B  servants^  at  the 
time  lyhe^  they  gave  you  itheir  .advice:  to  reoeiv^ 
me;  1  fe^L.myse]f  in  a  situation,  in  which  I 
deeply  regret  that  1  cannot  rest  in  silence,  with* 
out  an  immediate  reception  into  Your  Majesty's 
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pf^s^nce ;  nor  indeed,  with  that  reception,  unleto^ 
it  be  attended  by  other  circiitn^tances,  wbi^h* 
may  mark  my  ftatisfactory  acquittal  of  the 
charges  which  have  been  brongbt  against  me. 

*'it  shall  at  no  time  be  said,  with  truth,  that  t 
shriink  back  from  these  infamous  cbat*ges ;  that  I 
cronched  before  my  enemies  and  courted  th^m, 
by  my  submission  into  moderation  I  'No  I  I  have: 
ever  boldly  defied  them;  I  have  eVer  felt/ahd 
still  feel,  that  if  they  should  think  either  of  pur- 
suing these  accusations,  or  of  britigtng  ibrward* 
any  other 'which  the  wickedness  of  Individ tials' 
may  devise,  to  affect  my  honor;  (since  my  con-' 
science  tells  me  that  they  must  be,  as  l>ase  and 
groundless  as  those  brought  by  Lady  Douglas,) 
while  the  witnesses  to  the  iiinocence  of  thy  con- 
duct are  all  living,  I  shoald  be  able  to  disprove 
tbem  all ;  and  whoever  may  be  my  accusers,  to 
triuifaph  over  their  wickedhess  and  malice.    But^ 
shcnild  these  accusations   be  reqewed;  or  any' 
other  be  brought  forward  at  any  future  time, 
death  may,  I  knoW  not  how  soon,  remove  from 
my  innocence    its  best.  secuYity^  and  deprivie. 
me  of  the  me4n9  of  my  Justification,  and  my 
defence. 

**  There  aire  thwefore  other  niMsures,  which  I 
tfust  Your  Majesty  will  think  indii^pensable  to 
bb  tak^ta  for  my  Konbr,  aiid  for  my  seciurity/ 
Amoiigsti these,  I  most  humbly  subqiit  to  Yotlr; 
Majesty  'my  most  earnest  fent^eaties  ihii  the 
prodeedii^s,  incliidtngaiot  ohly  my  first  answer/ 
and  my  fetter  of  the  8tii  of  December,  but  tbis^ 
letter  also,  may  be  4ireoted  by  Your  Mtaia^yUfi 
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be  60  preserved  and  deposited,  as  thai  tiiey  majt 
all  of  them/  securely  remain  permanent  antheatic 
documents  and  memorials  of  this  accusation, 
and.  of  the  manner  in  which  1  met  it;  of  my 
defence,  as  well  as  of  the  chai^.  That  they 
may  remain  capable  at  any  time,  ofbeing  resorted : 
to,  if  the  malice  which  produced  the  charge  ori- 
ginally^  $hall  ever  venture  to  renew  it. 

<^  Beyond  this,  I  am  sure  Your  Majesty  will 
think  it  but  proper  and  just  that  1  should  be 
restored,  in  every  respect,  to  the  same  situatiou, 
from  whence  the  proceedings,  under  these  false 
charges,  have  removed  me.  That,  besides  bemg 
graciously  received  again  into  the  bosom  of 
Your  Majesty's  Royal  Family,  restored  to  my 
former  respect  and  station  amongst  them,  Your 
Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  either  to 
exert  your  in^uence  with  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  I  may  he  restored  to 
the  use  of  my  apartment  in  Carlton  House,  which 
was  reserved  for  me,  except  while  the  apartments 
were  undergoing  repair^  till  the  date'  of  tbese 
proceedings;  or,  to  assign  to  me  some  apart- 
ment in  one  of  your  royal  palaces.  Some 
apartment  in  or  near  London  is  indispensably 
necessary,  for  my  convenient  attendance  at  the 
drawiug-room.  And  if  I  am  not  restored  to  that 
at  Carlton  House,  I  trust  Your  Majesty  will 
gvacioiifl^y  perceive  bow  reasonable  it  is,  that  I 
should  i^uest  that  some  apartonent  shovld  be 
asttgned  to  me,,  suited  4o  *iny  dignity  aoid  situa- 
tion, which  .may  mark,  mjr  receptibo'  aad 
AcknowledgmeDt,  as   <me;of  Your   M^yesty's 
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Family,  and  from  which  my  attendance  at  th^ 
drawing-room,  may  be  easy  and  convenient. 

''If  these  measures  are  taken,  I  shoald  hope 
tinat  they  would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  public 
mind,  and  that  I  may  feel  myself  fully  restored 
in  public  estimation,  to  my  former  characler. 
And  should  they  prove  so  satisfactory,  I  shall 
indeed  be  delighted  to  think  that  no  farther  step 
may,  even  now  appear  to  be  necessary  to  my 
peace  of  mind^  my  security,  and  my  honor.*  But 
Your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  if  the* 
next  week,  which  will  make  more  than  a  month- 
from  the  time  of  Your  Majesty's  informing  me. 
that  yon  would  receive  me,  should  pass  without: 
my  being  received  into  your  presence,  and  vrithout: 
having  the  assurance  that  these  other  requests 
of  mine  shall  be  complied  with^  1  shalK  be  uridJer 
the  painful  necessity  of  considering,  them'  as 
refused.  In  which  case,  I  shall  feel  myself  com- 
pelled)  however  reluctantly,  to  give  the  whole  of 
these  proceedings  to  the  public ;  unless  Your 
Miqesty  can  suggest  other  adequate  means. of 
securing  my  honor,  and  my  life^  from  the  effect 
of  the  continuance  or  renewal  of  these  proceed-* 
ings,  for  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present.  For 
I  entreat  Your  Majesty  to  believe,  that  it  is  dmiy 
in  the  absence  of  all  other  adequate  means,  that 
I  can  have  resort  to  that  meaaure.  That  I  con- 
sider it  vrith  deep  .  regret ;  that  I  regard  it  withr 
serious  apprehension ;  by  no  means  so  much  on 
account  of  the  efiect  it  may  bajre.  upon  myself,; 
as  on-  account  of  the  pain  which  it  may /give  to 
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Your  Majesty,  your    a»gust  femiljr,  and  your 
loyal  Bubjects. 

^^  As  far  as  tnsyelf  am  concerned,  I  am  aware 
of  the  observatiims  to  wliich  this  publication 
wtH  expose  nie.  But  I  atn  placed  in  a  situatiou' 
in  vhich  I  bave  the  choice  only  of  two  most 
unpleasant  alternatives.  .  And  I  am  perfectly 
confident,  that  the  imputalaons  and  the  loss  of 
character  which  must,  under  these  circumstances, 
follow  from  my  silence,  are  most  itrjurions  and 
unavoidable ;  that  my  silence,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  lead  inevitably  to  my  utter 
infiimy  and  ruin.  The  publication,  on  the  other 
band,  will  expose  to  the  world  nothing,  which  is 
spoken  to  by  any  witness  (whose  infemy  and 
discredit  is  not  unanswerably  exposed  and  esta- 
blished) which  can,  in  the  slightest  d^^ee,  aflfect 
niy  character  for  honor,  virtue,  and  delicacy. 

**  There  may  be  circiinistances  disclosed,  ma- 
nifesting a  di^ree  of  condescension  and  familia* 
rily  in  my!  behaviour  and  conduct,  which,  in  the 
opinions  of  many,  may  be  considered  as  not 
flofficiently  guarded,  di^fied,  and  reserved. 
GifciMnstances  however,  wfafdi  my  foreign 
education,  and  foreign  habits^  thisled  me  to 
think,  in  the  humble  and  retired  situMioh  in 
which  it  was  my  fate  to  liv^,  and  where  I-  hted 
no  relation,  no  equal,  nto  friend  to  advisfe  *  me, 
were  wholly  free  from  offimce.  -  But  wfaeti  thejr 
have  been  dragged  forward,  irom  tiie  scenes  of 
private  life,  in  a  ^rave  proceeding  dn  a  'chaise 
of  high  treason  and   adultery,    drey  seem  to 


10BIIGaB&  OF.  CAROLINE.  ^ggf 

.denre.a  color  and  character^  from  the  nature  of 
the:  charge^,  which  they  are  brought  foriirard  to 
su{q>ort.  And  I  camiot  but  believe^  that  thejr 
have  been  used  for  no  other  purpose  thad  to  afford 
a  cover^  to  screen  from  view  the  injustice  of  that 
charge ;  that  they  have  been  taken  advantage  o^ 
to  let  down  my  accusers  more  gently ;  audi /to 
deprive  me  of  that  full  acquittal  on  the  Report 
of  the  four  X«ords,  which  my  innocence  of  all 
offence  most  justly,  entitled  me  to  receive. 

'*  Whatever  opinion  however  ntety  be  formed 
upon  any  part  of  my  conduct,  it  must  in  Justice 
be.  formed,  with  reference  to  the  situation  in 
whiebl  was  placed ;  if  I  am  judged  of  as  Fjuncess 
of  Walesy  with  reference  to  the  high  rank  of 
that  station,  I  must  be  judged  as  Frinceib  at 
Wales^  banished  ftom  the  Prince,  unprotected 
by  the.support  and  countenauce  which  .belong  to 
that  station ; « and;  if  I  atn  guided  of  fa  my  private 
character  ms  a  married  woman,  I  nmst^  be  judged 
of  asa  wife.banished  from  her  husband  i.or  liviifg  in 
awidowedseclosioafrom  him,  and  retirementfrom 

"  ft 

the  world*  This  last  consideration  leads  me  to 
recur  to  an  expreiiuonin  Mrs.  lisle  ^examination, 
Hrhic^  describes  t^y  conduct,  in  t^  fipdqiaency 
and  in^bct  manner  of  my  receivpgitbe  visits  of 
Captain  Maaby^  though  always  inabef>re8^e 
of  my  ladies^  as  unb^oming  a  married  woaiati« 
Upon:  the  extreme  injiistiee  of  setting: up  the 
opimnoi  one  woman^  as.  it  were^  in  judgm^t 
upon  the^  conduct  of  anoth^*;  as  weli^  as  of 
^timating'the  conduct  of  a  person  in  my  ui 
tunate -situation,  by  reference  to  that^  whtof^'^ 
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m  fenera)  be  ^expected  from  a  married  woman, 
Jiving  happily  with  her  hasband,  I  have  before 
generally  remarked :  but  beyond  these  general 
temarks  in  forming  any  Estimate  of  my  conduct. 
Your  Majesty  will  never  foiget  the  very  peculiar 
^circumstances  and  misfortunes  of  my  situation. 
<Your  Majesty  will  remember  that  I  had  not 
been  much  above  a  year  in  this  country,  when  I 
received  the  following  letter  from  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
i  [For  this  letter,  together  with  that  of  the  Prin- 
i^ess  of  Wales  8  answer, see  Pages  729  and  731.] 
.  '  '*  The  date  of  His  Royal  Highnesses  letter  is 
the  30th  of  Aprils  1796.  The  date  of  our  mar- 
riage, Your  Majesty  will  recollect,  is  the  8th 
of  Aprils  in  the  year  1795,  and  that  of  the  birth 
of  our  only  child  the  7th  of  January,  1 796.  On 
the  letter  of  His  Royal  Highness,  I  offer  do 
comment.  I  only  entreat  Your  Majesty  not  to 
understand  me  to  introduce  it  as  affording  any 
supposed  jui4ification  or  excuse,  for  the  least 
departure  from  the  strictest  line  of  virtue,  or  the 
gUghtest  deviation  from,  the  most  refined  delicacy. 
Xh^  crime  which  has  been  insinuated  against  me, 
would  be  equally  criminal  and  detestable ;  the 
indelicacy  imputed  to  m)Si  would .  be  equally 
odious  and  abominable,  whateyei!  renunciation 
of  coigugal  authority  and  afiectiop»  the  above 
letter  of  His  Royal  Highpess  migh^  in>aiiy  cpn« 
struction  of  it,  be  supposed.^ to  'have  conveyed. 
Such  crimes  and  fdqlts,  derive  not  their  guilt 
from  the  consideration  of  the  conjugal  virtuea  e/t 
the  individual,,  vvho  may  be  the  most  iiyured  by 
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them,  however  itiucb  such  virtues  may  aggravate 
their  enormity.  No  such  letter,  therefore,  in  any 
construction  of  it,  no  renunciation  of  conjugal 
affection  or  duties,  could  ever  palliate  them. 
But  whether  conduct  free  from  all  crime,  free 
from  all  indelicacy,  (which  I  maintain  to  be  the 
character  of  the  conduct  to  which  Mrs.  Lisle's 
observations  apply,)  yet  possibly  not  so  measured, 
as  a  cautious  wife^  careful  to  avoid  the  slightest 
appearance  of  not  preferring  her  husband  to  all 
the  world,  might  be  studious  to  observe ;  whe- 
ther conduct  of  such  description^  and  possibly, 
in  such  a  sense,  not  becoming  a  married  woman^ 
could  be  justly  deemed,  in  my  situation,  an 
offence  in  me,  I  must  leave  to  Your  Majesty  to 
determine.  . 

"  In  making  that  determination,  however,  it 
will  not  escape  Your  Majesty  to  consider,  that 
the  conduct  which  does  or  does  not  become  a 
married  woman,  materially  depends  upon  what 
is,  or  is  not  known  by  her  to  be  agreeable  to  her 
husband.  His  pleasure  and  happiness  ought 
unquestionably  to  be  her  law ;  and  his  approba- 
tion, the  most  favorite  object  of  her  pursuit. 
Different  characters  of  men,  require  different 
modes  of  conduct  in  their  wives ;  but  when  a  wife 
ean  no  longer  be  capable  of  perceiving  from  time 
to  time,  what  is  agreeable  or  offensive  to  her 
husband,  when  her  conduct  can  no  longer  con- 
tribute to  his  happiness,  no  longer  hope  to  be 
rewarded  by  his  approbation,  surely  to  examine 
that  conduct  by  the  standard  of  what  ought^  in 

*^  6  F 
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general^  to  be  the  conduct  of  a  married  ^omaii, 
is  altogether  unreasonable  and  unjust. 

*'  What  then  is  my  case?  Ydur  Majesty  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  remark,  that  in  the  above 
letter  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  there  is  not  the 
most  distant  surmise^  that  crime,  that  vice,  that 
indelicacy  of  any  description,  gave  occasion  to 
bis  determination ;  and  all  the  tales  of  infamy 
and  discredit,  which  the  inventive  malice  of  my 
enemies  has  brought  forward .  on  these  charges, 
have  their  date^  years  and  years,  after  the  period 
to  which  I  am  now  alluding*  What  then,  let  me 
repeat  the  question,  is  my  case?  Alter  the 
receipt  of  the  above  letter,  and  in  about  two  years 
after  my  arrival  in  this  country,  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune entirely,  to  lose  the  support,  the  coun- 
tenance, the  protection  of  my  husband. — ^I  was 
banished  as  it  were,  into  a  sort  of  humble  retire 
ment,  at  a  distance  from  him,  and  almost 
estranged  from  the  wholcf  of  the  Royal  Faimly; 
I  had  no  means  of  having  recourse,  either  for 
society  or  advice,  4o  those,  from  whom  my  in*- 
experience  could  have  best  received  the  ad<- 
vantages  of  the  one,  and  with  whom  I  could  most 
becomingly  have  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  the 
other ;  and  if  in  this  retired,  unassisted,  and  un** 
protected  state,  without  the  check  of  a  husband's 
authority,  without  the  beoefit  of  his  advice,  with* 
out  the  comfMt  and  support  of  the  society  of  Ins 
family,  a  stranger  to  the  habits  and  flusbions  mi 
the  country,  I  should,  in  any  instance,  under 
the  influence  of  foreigd  habits  and  foreign  educa-^ 
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tioiii  have  observed  a  coocbict,  in  aiiry  degree 
deviating  from  the  reserve  and  severity  of 
British  manners^  and  partaking  of  a  cojtideBcen- 
sion  and  £ajniliarity>  which  that  reserve  and 
severity  wovld^  perhaps,  deem  beneath  tht 
dignity  of  my  exalted  rank^  i  feel  confident, 
(since  such  deviation  will  be  seen  to  have  been 
ever  consistent  with  perfect  innoceqce^)  that 
not  only  Your  Msyesty's  candour  a^d  lotdul^ 
gence,  but  the  candour  and  indulgcn^ee,  whftdi^ 
notwithstanding  the  reserve  and  severity  of 
British  manners,  always  belong  to  the  British 
public,  will  never  visit  it  with  severity  or 
censure. 

''  It  remains  for  me  now  to  make  some  remarks 
upon  the  further  contents  of  the  paper^  which 
was  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Lord  Chancellor) 
on  the  28th  ultimo.  And  i  cannot  in  passing, 
omit  to  remark,  that  that  paper  has  ^neither 
title,  date,  signature,  nbr  attestation ;  and  unless 
the  Lord  Chancellor  had  accompanied  it  with  $ 
note^  stating,  that  it  was  copied  in  his  own  hand 
from  the  original,  which  his  Lordship  had 
reo^ved  from  Your  Majesty,  1  should  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  have  perceived  any  single  mark  of 
authenticity  belonging  to  it ;  and  as  it  is,  I  am 
wholly  unablje  to  discover  what  i»  th^  true 
character  which  does  belong  tp  it.  It  contaiis 
indeed,  the.  ad  vice  which  Your  Majesty's  ser^ 
vants  have  offered  to  Your  Majesty,  and  the 
message,  w^hich,.  according  to  that  advice,  Your 
M^esty  directed  to  be  delivered  to  me. 

*'  Considering  it  therefore,  ir holly  as  their  aot^ 
Your  Majesty  will  excuse  and  pardon  me^  if, 
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deeply  injured  as  I  feel  myself  to  have  been  by 
them,  I  express  myself  with  freedom  apon  their 
conduct.  Imay  speakj  perhaps,  with  warmth^ 
because  I  am  provoked  by  a  sense  of  gross  in« 
justice;  I  shall  speak  certainly  with  firmness 
and  with  courage,  because  I  am  emboldened  by 
a  sense  of  conscious  innocence. 

"Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  say, 
'*  they  agree  in  the  opinions  of  the  four  Lords,'' 
and  they  say  this,  *'  after  the  fullest  consideration 
of  my  observations,  and  of  the  affidavits  which 
were  annexed  to  them."    Some  of  these  opinions, 
Your  Majesty  will  recollect,  are,  that  **  William 
Cole,  Fanny  Lloyd,  Robert  Bidgood,  and  Mr&. 
Lisle,  are  witnesses  who  cannot,"  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  four  Lords,  "  be  suspected  of  any 
unfavourable  bias ;"  and   *'  whose  veracity,  in 
this  respect,  they  had  seen  no  ground  to  ques- 
tion;" and  ''that  the  cirCtimstances  to  which 
they  speak,  particularly  as  relating  to  Captain 
Manby,  must  be  credited  until  they  are  decisively 
contradicted."    Am  1  then  to  understand  Your 
Majesty's  confidential   servants  to '  mean^  that 
they  agree  with  the  four  Noble  Lords,  in  these 
opinions  ?    Am  I  to  understand,  that  after  having 
read,  with  the  fullest  ccmsideration,  the  observa- 
tions which  I  have  offered  to  Your  Majesty; 
aftar  having  seen  William  Cole  there  proved  to 
have  submitted  himself,  five  times  at  least,  to 
prvvate,  unauthorized,  voluntary  examinations, 
by  Sir  John  Douglas's  Solicitor,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  confirming  the  statement  of  Lady 
Douglas,  (of  that  Lady  Douglas,  whose  statement 
and  deposition,  they  are  convinced  to  be  so 
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malicious  and  false,  that  ,they  propose  to  insti^ 
tute  such  prosecution  against  her^  as  Your 
Majesty's  law  officers  may  advise^  upon  a  refe- 
rence, now  at  length,  after  six  months  from  the 
detection  of  that  malice  and  falsehood,  intended 
to  be  made) — after  having  seen  this  William 
Cole^  submitting  to  such  repeated  voluntary 
examinations  for  such  a  purpose,  and  tboagli 
he  was  all  that  time  a  servant  on  ray  establish- 
ment, and  eating  my  bread,  yet  never  once  com*- 
municating  to  me,  that  such  examination  was 
going  on ;  —  am  I  to  understand,  4hat  Your 
Majesty's  confidential  servants  agree  with  the 
four  JDords  in  thinking,  that  he  cannot,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  suspected  of  unfavorable 
bias?  That  after  having  had  pointed  out  to 
them  the  direct^  flat  contradiction  between  the 
same  William  Cole  and  Fanny  Lloydi^  they 
nevertheless  agree  to  think  them  both  (though 
in  direct  contradiction  to  each  other,  yet  both 
witnesses,  whose  veracity  th^  see  no  graunfl  to 
question  ?  After  having  seen  Fanny  Lloyd 
directly  and  positively  contradicted,  in  an  asser- 
tion most  injurious  to  my  honor,  by  Mr.  Mills 
and  Mr.  Edmeades^  do  they  agree  in  opinion 
with  the  four  noble  Lords,  that  Uiey  see  no  ground 
to  question  her  veracity  ? — After  having  read  the 
observations  on  Mr.  Bidgood's  evidence ;  after 
having  seen  that  he  had  the  hardihood  to  swear^ 
that  he  believed  Captain  Manby  slept  in  my 
house/  at  Southend,  and  to  in«inuate  thai  he 
slept  in  my  bed-^room,  Rafter  having  seen  that  he 
founded  himself  on  this  most  false  fact^  and 
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most  fool  and  wickfid  inauiuatixNi,  upon  the'cir* 
cojufitance  of  obswviiig  a  bttin  aod  some  towels 
where  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  be  plated ; 
after  having  seen  that  this  fact  and  this  insioua- 
tion  were  disproved  before  the  Ibiir  noble  Lords 
themselves,  by  two  maid,  servants^  who  at  that 
time  lived  vritb  me  at  Soathead,  and  whose  dvAies 
about  my  person  and  my  apartments,  must 
have  macie  them  acquainted  with  this  fact,  as 
asserted,  or  as  insinuated,  if  it  had  happened ; 
afker  jhaving  observed  too,  in  coafirmatioD  of 
their  testimony,  that  one  of  them  mentioned .  the 
name  of  another  female  servant  (who  was  not 
examined ),  who  had>  from  her  situation,  equal 
means  of  knowledge  with  themselves — ^1  ask 
whether,  after  all  this  decisive  weight  of  contra^ 
diction  to  Robert  Bidgood's  testimony,  1  am  to 
undenitand  Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
to  agree  with  the  four  Noble  Lords,  in  thinking 
that  Mr.  Bidgood  is  a  witness,  who  camui  be 
suspected  of  wtfuvaurable  bias^  and  that  there  is 
no  ground  to  gueeti^n  hie  veracity?  If,  Sire,  1 
were  to  go  through  all  the  remarks  of  this 
description^  which  occur  to  me  to  make^  I  should 
be  obl^ed  to  repeat  Aesurly  aU  my  former  obser- 
vations, and  to  make  this  letter  as  long  as  my 
original  answer ;  buit  to  4hat  answer  I  coafidentlf 
appeal,  and  1  wiU  venture  to.  challenge  Year 
JBilia^esty's  confidential  servants  to  find  a  single 
impartial^  and  honorable  ma^,  unconnected  in 
feeling  andintareeit  with  the.  parties,  and  uncoa^ 
nected  in  council,  ^ith  those  who  have  already 
pledged  (hemselvaa  to  an  oj^ion  upon  1U$  snbt 
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ject,  i¥.bo  will  lay  his  band  upon  hia  heart,  and 
say  that  these  witnesses,  on  whom  that  Report 
so  mainly  relies^  are  not  to  be  suspected  of  the 
grossest  partiality,  aad  that  their  yeracity  is  not 
most  fundamentally  impeached. 

Was  it  then  noble,  was  it  generous,  was  it 
manly,  was  it  just,  in  Your  Majesty's  confi- 
dential servants,  instead  of  fairly  admitting  the 
injustice,  which  had  been  inadvertently,  and 
unintentionally,  no  doubt,  done  to  me,  by  the 
four  Noble  Lords  in  the  Report  upon  the 
evidence  of  these  witnesses^^^to  state  to  Your 
Majesty,  that  they  i^ree  with  these  Noble. JU>rds  ' 
in  their  opinion,  though  they  caimot,  it  seems, 
go  the  length  of  agreeing  any  longer  to  withhold 
the  advice  which  restores  me''  to  Your  Majesty ^s 
presence  ?  .  And  with  respect  to  the  particulars 
to  my  prejudice,  remarked  updn  in  the  Report 
as  those  *'  which  justly  defeerve  the  most  serious 
''  /Consideration,  and  which  must  be  credited  till 
**  decisively  contradicted,"  instead  of  £ftirly 
avowing,  either  that  there-  was  originally  no 
pretence  for  such  a  remark,  or  that^  if  there  had 
been  originally,  yet  that  my  answer  had  given 
that  decisive  contradiction  which  was  sufficient 
to  discredit  them ;  instead,  I  say,  of  acting  this 
just,  honest,  and  open  part,  to  take  no  notice 
whatsoever  of  those  contradictions,  and  content 
themselves  with  staying,  that  ^'  none  of  the  fifete 
^^  or  allegations  stated  in  pveKmintfy 
'f  tions^  carried  on  in  the  ^absea^e* 
^'  interested,  could  be  ioonsidetediiV' 
*'  eottc/l|i6|tt>e^  establish^d%r  v*   .^>ir 
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**  They  agree  in  the  opinioii  that  the  fact,  or 
allegations,  though  stated  in  prelinuDwy  exami- 
nation, carried  on  in  the  absence  of  the  parties 
interested,  tnuatbe  credited,  till  det^woebf  contra- 
dieted^  and  deserve  the  moat  eerioue  comeideratian. 
They  read  with  the  fullest  consideration  the 
contradiction  which   I  have  tendered  to  them ; 
they  .roust  hav.e  known  that  no  other  sort  of  con- 
tradiction could,  by  possilnlity,  from  the  natnre 
of  things,  have  been  offered  upon,  such  subjects ; 
they  do  not  question  the  truth,  they  do  not  point 
out  the  insufficiency  of  the  contradiction,  but  in 
loose,  general,  indefinite  terms,  referring  to  my 
answer,  consisting  as  it    does,  of  above    two 
hundred  written    pages,  and  coupling^it  with 
those  examinations  (which  they  admit  establish 
nothing  against  an  absent  party),  they  advise 
Your  Majesty,  that  '^  there  appear  many^  circum* 
stancf^s   of  conduct,    which    could   not   be 
rc^rded  by:  Your  Majesty   without  serious 
''  concern  ;"  and  that,  as  to  all  the  other  facts  and 
allegations,  except  those  relative  to  my  pr^- 
nancy  and  delivery,  .they  are  not  to  be  consi- 
dered, as  ''  legalfy  and  canclusioefy  eetabliehedf'^ 
because  spoken  to  in  preliminary  examinations, 
not  ^carried  on  in  the  presence  of.  the  parties  con- 
cerned.    They  do  not- indeed,  expressly  assert 
that  my  contradiction  was  not  decisive  or  satisr 
factory  :  they  do  not  exinressly.  state.,  that  they 
think  the  facts  and  allegations  wai)t    nothing 
towards  their  legal  and  conclusive  establishment^ 
but  a  rercxamination  in    the  presence  of  the 
parties  interested^  but  they  go  far  to  imply  such 


opiniMB.  >  Tbiit  th#«c)  opimons  am  ntterigr 
untenable,  agtfintst'tlfe  obaemltionf  I  imVe  made 
npon  the  ci'edit  and  Clbm^iicter  of  those  twitaieatea; 
1  shBAY&^at  lAoat  ^otifid^tly  nkairttaia*;  but  that 
those  t>bdervation8^  lear^  Uheir  credits  wboli|^ 
unaflfected,  and  did  not  deserve  the  least-notiMf* 
fh^ni  Yotrr  Mi|esty's  aervants^  Jt  is*  iropossifalti 
that  anjr  bondnlUe  man  di^n  asMit^  or  aoy  fair 
and  nnph^JddiceAt  wind  believe. 

**  I  now  proceed,  Sire^toobaerve/very  aborlL^ 
npon  the  advice  farther  given  to  Your  Majast^ 
at  contained  in  fhe  remaining  patt  of  the  piper ; 
which  has  reptes^n'ted  that,  both  in  tiieexamit 
nalions,  and  e  venlb  my  answer,  there  have  apf^eared 
many  dircnmstitnces  of  conduct  which  couldlnat 
but  be  regarded  but  with  serious  concern,  and 
which  haveauggested  the  expression  of  a'de8it*eaiid 
expectation;  thdt  ijiich  a  conduct  may  in  futore 
be  observed  by  me,  as  may  fully  justify  thoat 
marka  of  paternal  regard  andi  affection,  which 
Your  Majesty  wishes  to  shew  to  all  Your  Royal 
Family. 

"  And  here,  fiRre,  Your  Majesty  will  graclooslt 
permit  me  to  notice  the  hardship  of  the  advice, 
which  has  suggested  to  Your  Majesty,  to  convey 
to  me  this  reproof.  '  T  complain  not  so  much  for 
what  it  does,  as  for  what  it  does  not  contain ; 
1  meaii  the  absence  of  all  particular  nlentton  tui 
what  it  is,  that  is  the  object  of  their  blame.  The 
ctrcumstaaces  of  conduct,  which  appeaf  in  tMsib 
examinations,  and  in  my  answer  to  whieft  lihe^ 
allude  as  those  which  may  be  supposed  to  jus- 

■^  6  G 
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tjfy  the  advice,  whioh  h«ta  led  to  this  wproof^ 
since  Your  Majesty's  serraate  liave  ootpaxtica* 
lariy  mentioaed  them,  IiCitaaotbe  certain- that  I 
kno^.  Boi  1  will  venture  ^ponfideiitlj  to  repeat 
the  asBertion  which  I  have  alveary  made,  that 
thete  ai^  nd  circumstances  of  candnct  spoken  to 
by  any  witness,,  (whose  infamy  and'discn^it  aie 
not  unanswerably  exposed  and  established,)  nor 
any  where  apparent  in  my  answer,  wbiph  have 
the  remotest  approach  either  to  crime»:  or  to 
itide)ic£icy, 

^'  For  ttiy  future  conduct,  Sii^^  impressed  with 
every  sense  of  gratitude  for  all  former  kindness^  1 . 
shall  be-  bounds  unquestionably,  by  sentiment  as 
well  as  duty,  to  study  Your  Majesty's  pleasure. 
Any  advice  which  Your  Majesty  may  wish  to 
give  to  m^,  in  respect  of  any  particulars  of  mj 
eonduct,  I  shall  be  bounds  and  be  anxious  to 
ebey  as  my  law.     But  I  mu^  trust  that  Your 
Majesty  will  point  out  to  me  the  particulars 
which  may  happen  to  displease  you^  and  which 
you  may  wish  to  have  altered.     I  shall  be  as 
faappy^  in  thus  feeling  my^lf  safe  from  blame 
under  the' benefit  of  Your  Majesty's  advice,  as  I 
am  now  in  finding  myself  secured  from  danger, 
under  the  protection  of  your  justice. 
.    ''  Your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  add  one  word 
more.     Your  Majesty  has  seen  what  detriment 
my  character  has,  for  a  time  sustained,  by  the 
false  and  malicious  statement  of  Lady.  Douglas, 
and*  by  the  depositions  of  the  -  witnesses  who 
WOTe   examined  in  support  of  her  etatement. 
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Your  Majesty*  has  seen  how  many  enemies  I  havej 
and  how  little  their  malice  has  been  restrained  by 
any  regard  to  truth,  in  the  pursuit  of  my  rain: 
Few,  as  it  may  be  hoped,  may  be  the  instances  of 
such  determined  and  ui^fovoked  malignity^  yet 
I  cannot  flatter  myself  '^tbat  the  world  does  not 
produce  other  persons,  who  may  be  swayed  by 
similiir  motives  to  similar  wickedness/'  Whether 
the   statement  to  be  prepared  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  is  to  be  confined  to  the  old  charges,  or  is 
intended  to  bring  forward  new  circumstances,  I 
cannot  tell  \  but  if  any  fresh  attempts  of  the  same 
nature  shall  be  made  by  my  accusers^  instructed 
as  they  will  have  been  by  their  miscarriage  in 
this  instance,  I  can  hardly  hope  that  they  will 
not  renew  their  charge,  with  an  improved  artifice, 
more  skilfully  directed,  and  with  a  malice,  in*' 
flamed   richer  than  abated,   by  their  previous 
disappointment.     1  therefore  can  only  appeal  to 
Your  Majesty's  justice,  in  which  I  confidently 
trust,   that  whether   these    charges    are   to  be 
renewed  against  me^  either  on  the  old  or  on 
fresh  evidence ;  or  whether  new  accusations^  as 
well  as  new  witnesses^  are  to  brought  forward^ 
Your  Majesty,    after  the  experience  of  these 
proceedings,  will  not  suffer  Your  Royal  mind 
to  be  prejudiced  by  ex  parte  secret  examinations, 
nor  my   character    to   be  whispered   away   by 
•insinuations  or  suggestiotas,  which   I   have  no 
opportunity  of  meeting.      If.  any  charge,  which 
the  law  will  recognise,  should  be  brought  against 
me  in  ah  open  and  a  legal  manner,  1  should  have 
no  right  to  complain,  nor  any  apprehension  to 
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taMt>  it.  But  tUl  I  may  h&Te  an  oppoitviity  of 
80  mMtiiig  it,  I. trust  Your  Mi^eti^  will  not 
suffer  it  to  excite  even  aqugpidon  to  my  prgu* 
dice.  I  musjt  claim  the  benefit  of  the  presump* 
tion  of  innocence  till  I  am  proved  to  be  guilty ; 
for^  without  that  preramptipn,  against  the  effects 
of  aecret  insinuation  and  ex  parte  examinations^ 
the  purest  innocence  can  make  no  defence^  and 
can  have  DO  aeeority. 

*^  Surrounded,  as  it  is  now  proved,  that  I  have 
been  for  years,  by  doqiestic  spies,  Your  Majesty 
must,  I  trust,  fi^el  eonvinoed,  tliai  if  I  bad  been 
guilty^  thjsre  could  pot  have  be^  wanting  evi- 
dence to  have  proved  my  guilt  A^4i  that  these 
spies  have  been  obliged  to  have. resort  to  their 
own  invention  for  the, support  of  the  charge,  ia 
thestrongest.demonstration  that  the  truth  undis* 
guised,  and  correctly  represented,  could  furnish 
them  with  no  handle  against  me.  And  when  I 
consider  the  nature  and  malignity  of  that  conspi- 
racy, which  I  feel  confident  1  have  completely 
detected  and  exposed,  1  cannot  but  th^ik  of  that 
detection  with  the  liveliest  gratitude^  as  the  spe- 
cial blessing  of  Providence,,  who,  by  confounding 
the  machinations  of  my  enemies,  has  enabled  me 
to  find;  in  the  very  excess  and  extravagance  of 
their  malice,  in  Uie  very  weapons  which  they 
fabricated  and  sharpeqed  for  tfOLj  destruction, 
the  sufficient  guard  to  .my  innpcence^  and  the 
effectual  means  of  my  justification  and  defiepce* 

''  I  trust,  therefore,  Sira,  ,tl^t  I  may  now  close 
this  long  letter,  ipi.  confide^e  tb^t  many  days 
will  not  elapse  before  I  shall  leceive  from  Your 


miiQIli  Of  CiBOUMt 


981 


MBJesty,  that  assurance  that  my  just  requests 
may  be  so^  eompletely  granted »  as  may  render  it 
possible  for  me,  (which  nothing  else  can)  to  avoid 
the  painful  disclosure  to  the  world  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  that  injustice^  and  of  those  un- 
merited sufferings,  which  these  Proceedings,  in 
the  mano^r  in  which  they  have  been  canducted, 
hare  brought  upopa  me.. 

*'  I  jpemaio.  Sire; 
''  With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude, 
,V  Your  MsJMty*s  most  dtttifiil, 
.    .  '*  Moat  submissive  Danghter-iti-law; 

.  '^5ubject  and. Servant, 
(Signed.)  C-  P* 

Montague  House,  February  l6th,  1807. 


^^  As  th^se  observations  apply  not  only  to  the 
official  communication  through  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, of  the  28th.uUimo ;  but  also  to  the  private 
letter  of  Your  Majesty,  of  the  12th.  inst  I  have 
thought  it  most  respectful  to  Your  Majesty  and 
Your  Majesty^s  servants,  to  send  this  letter  in 
duplicate,  one  part  through  Colonel  Taylor,  and 
the  other  through  the  Lord  Chancellor^  to  Your 
Majesty. 

(Signed)  -C.  P." 

To  the  King. 
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'^  When  I  last  troubled  Yoar  Majesty  upon 
my  unfortunate  business^  I  had  raised  my  mind 
to  hope  that  I  should  have  the-  happiness  of 
hearing  from  Your  Majesty,  and  receiving  your 
gracious  commands,  to  pay  my  duty  in  your 
royal  presence,  before  the  expiration  of  the  last 
week.    And  when  tiiat  hope  was  disappointed, 
(eagerly  clingiQg  to  any  idea,  which  offered  me 
a  prospect  of  being  saved  from  the  neceseity  of 
having  recourse,  for  the  vindication  of  my  cha- 
racter,  to  the  publication  of  the  Proceedings 
upon  the  Inquiry  into  my  conduct,)  I  thought  it 
just  possible,  that  the  reason  for  my  not  )iaving 
received  Your  Majesty's  commands  to  that  effect, 
might  have  been  occasioned  by  the  circumstance 
of  Your  Majesty's  staying  at  Windsor  through 
the  whole  of  the  week.    I  therefore  determined 
to  wait  a  few  days  longer,  before  I  took  a  step, 
which,  when  once  taken,  could  not  be  recalled. 
Having,  however,  now  assured  myself,  that  Your 
Majesty  was  in  town  yesterday — as  I  have  re- 
ceived no  command  to  wait  upon  Your  Majesty, 
and  no  intimation  of  your  pleasure, — 1  am  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  abandoning  all  hope^ 
that  Your  Majesty  will  comply  vnth  my  humble, 
my  earnest,  and  anxious  requests. 

*•  Your  Majesty,  therefore,  will  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find,  that  the  publication  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings alluded  to,  will  not  be  withheld  beyond 
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Monday  next.^  As  to  any  consequences  which 
may  arise  from  such  publication,  unpleasant  or 
hurtful  to  my  own  feelings  and  interests,  I  may^ 
perhaps,  be  properly  responsible;  and^  in  any 
event,  have  no  one  to  complain  of  but  myself, 
and  those  with  whose  advice  I  have  acted  ;  and 
whatever  those  consequences  may  be,  1  am  fully 
and  unalterably  convinced,,  that  they  roust  be  in- 
calculably less  than  those,  which  1  should  be 
exposed  to  from  my  silence :  but  as  to  any  other 
consequences^  unpleasant  or  hurtful  to  the  feeU 
ings  and  interests  of  others,  or  of  the  public,  my 
conscience  will  certainly  acquit  me  of  them  ;— 1 
am  confident  that  t  have  not  acted  impatiently 
or  precipitately.  To  avoid  coming  to  this  pain; 
ful  extremity,  I  have  taken  every  step  in  my 
power,  except  that  which  would  be  abandoning 
my  character  to  utter  infamy,  and  my  station  and 
life* to  no  uncertain  danger,  and,  possibly,  to 
no  very  distant  destruction. 

'*  With  every  prayer  for  the  lengthened  con- 
tinuance of  Your  Majesty's  health  and  happiness ; 
for  every  possible  blessing,  which  a  Gracious 
God  can  bestow  upon  the  beloved  Monarch  of 
a  loyal  people,  and  for  the  continued  prosperity 
of  your  dominions,  under  Your  Majesty's  propi- 
tious reign,  I  remain, 

"  Your  Majesty's 
'^  Most  dutiful,  loyal,  and  affectionate, 

^*  But  most  unhappy,  cmd  most  ipjured 
"  Daughter-in-law,  Servant  and  Subject, 
Montague  House^  Sth  of  March,  I»07      *'  €.  P." 

To  the  King. 
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"Sire,* 

^^  In  discharge  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  myself, 
and  the  great  duty  1  owe  to  Your  Majesty  and 
your  illustrious  family,  I  have  herewith  trans- 
mitted a  statement,  which  I  confidently  trust, 
will  appear  to  prove  me  not  unworthy  of  the 
protection  and  favor,  with  which  Your  Majesty 
has  pleased  to  honor  me.  To  be  restored  to 
that  favor  and  protection,  in  consequence  of  a 
conviction  in  Your  Majesty^s  mind  of  my  inno- 
cence, produced  by  the  papers  I  now  humbly 
lay  before  Your  Majesty,  is  the  first  wish  of  my 
heart. 

''  Grieved,  Sire,  deeply  grieved,  as  I  cannot  but 
be,  that  Your  Majesty  should  be  exposed  to  so 
much  trouble,  on  so  painful  an  occasion,  and  on 
my  account,  it  is  yet  my  humble  trust  that  Your 
Majesty  will  graciously  forgive  me,  if  extreme 
anxiety  about  my  honor,  and  Your  Majesty's 
favorable  opinion,  lead  me  humbly  to  solicit, 
a$  an  act  ofjttsttce^  that  scrupulous  attention  on 
Your  Majesty's  part    to   these    papers,  which 


i'  ■ 


*  This  letter  aecompanied  the  PrinceBB's  Answer  to  the  Cem- 
missionen'  Report 
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cannot  fail,  I  think,  to  produce  in  Your  Majesty's 
mind,  a  full  convictioa  of  my  ionocence,  and  a 
due  sense  of  the  injuries  I  have  suffered. 

**  One  other  prayer  I,  with  all  possible  humi- 
lity and  anxiety,  address  to  Your  Majesty  ;  that, 
as  I  can  hope  for  no  happiness,  nor  expect  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  fair  reputation  to  which 
1  know  I  am  entitled,  till  I  am  re-admitted  into 
Your  Majesty's  presence,  and  as  I  am  in  truth 
withontguilty  suffering  what  to  me  is  heavy  punish* 
ment^  whilst  I  am  denied  access  to  Ydur  Majesty. 
Your  Majesty  will  be  griaciously  pleased  to  form 
an  early  determination,  whether  my  conduct  and 
my  sufferings  do  not  authorise  me  to  hope  that, 
the  blessing  of  being  restored  to  Your  M9jesty's 
presence,  may  be  conferred  upon^ 

Sire, 
''  Your  Majesty's  dutifully  attached, 
*^  Affectionate,  and  afflicted 
*^  Daughter-in-law,  and  Subject, 

(Signed)     ^  *'  CAROLINE/* 

Blaekheath,  2nd  October.  |806. 

To  the  King. 
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MINUTE  OF  COUNCIL, 

April  22fuf,  1807. 

PRESENT. 


lord  chancellor 

(eldon) 
lord  president 

(camden) 
lord  privy  seal 

(westmorland) 
the  duke  of  portland 
the  earl  of  chatham 


THE  EARL  OF  BATHURS'^ 
VISCOUNT   CASTLE.- 

REAGU 
LORD  MULORAVE 
MR.  SECRETARY  CAK- 

NING 
LORD  HAWKESBURY 


,  Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  have^  in 
obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  commands,  most 
attentively  considered  the  original  charges  and 
Report,  the  minutes  of  evidence,"  and  all  the 
other  papers  submitted  to  the  considieration  of 
Your  Majesty,  on  the  subject  of  those  charges 
against  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 

'*  In  the  stage  in  v?hich  this  business  is  brought 
;  under  their  consideration^  they  do  not  feel  them- 
selves called  upon  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
ceeding itself  or  to  the  mode  of  investigation  in 
which  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  conduct  it. 
But  adverting  to  the  advice  vrhich  is  stated  by 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  have 
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directed  his  conduct.  Your  Majesty's  confiden- 
tial senrants  are  anxious  to  impress  upon  Your 
Majesty  their  couTiction  that  his  Royal  Highness 
could  not,  under  suchadvice^  consistently  with  his 
public  dqty,  have  done  other  wise  than  lay  before 
Your  Majesty,  the  statement  and  examinations 
which  were-submitted  to  him  upon  this  subject. 

After  the  most  deliberate,  consideration, 
howeter,  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  brought 
before  the  Commissioners,  and  of  the  previous 
examination,  as  well  as  of  the  answer  and 
observations  i^hich  have  been  submitted  to 
Your  Msyesty  upon  them,  they  feel  it  necessary 
to  declare  tiieir.  decided  concurrence  in  the 
clear  and  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commis*^ 
(Honera,  confirmed  by  that  of  all  Your  Majesty's 
late  confidential  servants,  that  the  two  main 
chai^  salleged  against  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,  are 
completely  disproved ;  and  tiiey  further  submit 
to  Your  Majesty,  their  unanimous  opinion,  that 
all  other  particulars,  of  conduct  brought  in  accu- 
sation against  Her  Royal  Highness,  to  which  the 
character  of  criminality  can  be  ascribed,  are  satis- 
facUnily  contradicted^  or  rest  upon  evidence  of  such 
a  nature,  and  which  was  given  under  such  circum- 
stances, as  render  it,  in  the  judgment  of  Your  Ma- 
jesty's confidential  servants,  undeserving  of  credit. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants,  there* 
fbre«  concurring  in  that  part  of  the  opinion  of 
your  late  Jiervaats,  as  stated  in  their  minute  of 
Ike  26th  of  January,  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
nec^askty  fof  Your  Majesty  being  advised  to 


decline  recdiviog  the  PriDceas  iato  ybmt  royri 
presenoe,  humbly  submit  to  Your  M^eatj^  that 
it  is  essentially  necessary,  m  jwMoeMHw  Bagftd 
Highness  J  and  far  <A6  KoImt  ami  tftfaresl  of  Yam- 
Mdjetity's  iUu^riau8  famify,  that  Htf  Royal  Higfa^ 
ness  the  PriRcesB  of  Wales,  shauU  he  admiUed, 
with  09  UUle  deUgf  as  poaaibkf  mto  Your  Mqfesfy's 
T0yal  fteaencej  and  that  $he  tkoM  he  tecnoed  in 
a  ffMHiiier  due  to  heit  rank  and  stefMi,  m  Ymar 
M^Vs^'s  oimtt  and  farniHg^ 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  also 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  Your  Mi^ty,  that  oon* 
sidering  that  it  may  be  necessary  that  Your 
Majesty's  goTemment  should  possess  the  means 
of  rearing  to  tiie  state  of  this  tnmsaction,.  i^  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that^  these  docmiseBts, 
demonstrating  the  ground  en  whkh  YourMiy eity 
has  proceeded,  should  be  prasenred  in  safe 
custody ;  And  that  for  that  j^rpdse  the  originals, 
or  authentic  eopieA  tff  all  these  papav,  ahonld 
be  sealed  up  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  Your 
Majesty's  principal  Secretsry  of  St^le. 


OHAPTER  HI. 

We  hardly  kn6w  how  to  corroborale  the 
observations  which  we  prdpoeed  to  omselvea  to 
Jay  before  the  render,  upon  the  third  and  last 
division  of  the  position  We  aMumed  hi  the  codir 
mencement  of  the  secofnd  chapter,  (Part  IL)  vis. 
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^^^'  tlie  bappiifeeflra  which  a  state  of  thitogB,  diffmsnt 
ffom  thtt  at  present  subsiatiog  between  two 
lUtiatriorts  personages,  would  necessarily  confer 
upon  their,  subjects ;" — we  hardly  know  how  to 
do  this,  we  say,  withont  introdociag  the  letter 
of  Her  Royal  (lighness  to.  hii»  late  Majes^ 
dated  the  8th  December,  1800.  The  readet 
will  there  see,  (which  no  doubt  has  been,  to  4 
certain  degree,  the  melancholy  fact^)  that '  the 
then  Princess  of  Wales  comi^bins^  that  the  dilay 
of  being  received  into  the  royal  prcAsence;  of 
rendering  the  honors  dne  to  her  rank,  Icc.^g 
extremely  prejudiciid  to  b^  honor;  that^'the 
world,  in  total  ignosance  of  the  real  SgiCtB  »has 
begun  to  infer  her.  guilt  from  the  delay  which 
had  occurred  irf  dommunieatittg  to  her  the  judg^ 
itnent  of  the  erown,  upMi  her  reply  Uk  the  chaif^es 
brought  against  her ;  and  that  she  was  sinking, 
in  consequence,  into  a  state  in  which  her  honor 
appeared  at  least  equivocal,  and  her  virtue 
suspicious. 

This  single  remtok  embodies^  in  emphatic 
terms,  all  that  we  could  wiih  to  impfess  upon 
the  reader's  Atteiltion*  Every  body  is  aware  of 
the  delicate  and  susceptible  testure  of  a  womau^s 
1)0(ior.  It  is  a  sort  of  sensitive  plant,  which 
shrinks  from  the  tMiib  of  rudeness,  and  too  often 
withers  beneath  the  baleftil  breath  of  slander  I 
There  is  no  (met  more  true,  and  none  riiore 
deplorable  than  thia ;  that  neither  a  long  life  of 
anoalumaiated  innoeence ;  nor  the  general  tenor 
of  a  spatfaiss  ehararter,  nor  uointerfupted  acts  of 
paivate  charity   and-  fmblic  benevolence;   nor 
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fanner  reputation,  war  present  nerits»  sometimes 
avail  female  honor,  against  a  single  Msehood 
bceathed  by  the  most  contemptible,  the  most 
worthless,  or  the  most  malicions  of  mankind: 
Facts  and  proofa  in  sach  a  case^  are  things  of 
DO< account;  it  too  often  ocenrs,  that  it  is  eoongfa 
for  the  slander  to  have  been  breathed,  (no  matter 
horn  &lMly>  no  matter  by  whom)  to  be  ^ectire. 
The  veason  is  received  by  the  malevolent  with 
exttltalion,  by  the  indifferent  ynfith  a  careless 
belief,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  community  with 
indolent  pity  :--4ike  a  snow^^ball  it  increases  in 
wei^  and  importance  as  it  moves  along,  and 
oan  only  be  dissipated  by  tkesan  of  Trnlh.  Bnt 
bow .  maoy  clouds  intercept  its  genial  raya:  the 
pestilent  vapovs  of  detraotiout  the  dark  ck^ds  of 
suspicion,  the  chilling'mistft  of  doubt,  all  impend 
over  the  devoted  female,  and  all  eondsne  to 
obscure  that  pure  and  healthy  light,  vnthout 
which  the  beauty  of  character  decays,  and  1k» 
primrose  of  happiness  is  blighted  for  ever ! 

ThuSi  has  it  not  happened  that  up  to  a  certain 
period  of  her  life^  the  greatest  knowledge  which 
the  British  •  Public  possessed  of  her  present 
Majesty,  then  Princess  of  Wale^,  was  derived 
Irom  the  £Bsne  of  her  dooMstic  virtdes,  and  of 
her  extensive  dbarities  ;-~tiiat9  tired  with  the 
repetition  of  the  sUent  bat  confirmed  aAMsce 
bestow^  npaa  her  by  a  great  and  reasoning 
I^ation^  Female  Envy  at  length  detenuined  to 
ruin  a  repnlation  which  was,  (like  some  species 
^  vegetable  oils  are  to  certain*  venemousreptiles)^ 

woa  to  a  corrupted  faifid  ^that»  liar  this  puv^ 


lOMOIBS  or  CAROUMI.  fgi 

pose,  she  dmiaei  a  plot  more  extensive  thma 
iBgseBiOtts;  more  daring  than  extensive^  and  y«t 
mure   diabolical  than   daring;    that — -but  we 
most  leave  retrospect  altogether.     The  return  •£ 
Her  Majesty  may  now  be  expected  within  a  very 
few  days;  the  comitry  impatiently  expects  her; 
and  whatever  may  have  been  the  reamns  which 
Imve  induced  cemin  individuals^  whd  calLtiiem* 
selves  her  firiends^  to  persuade  her  to  continue 
ber  stay  abroad, — her  best  wishers  are  sensible 
that  her  return  must  be  immediate  to  be  effectual ; 
< — to  be  effectual  is,  to  put  down  calumny  and 
malice ;  to  defeat  the  impudence  of  aceusatton, 
and  expose  the  craftiness  of  the  plots  which  h«M 
been  laid  against  her  life,  iMsr .  fame,  and  hotor.* 
Where  female  inaocence  is  in  jeopardy^ — and  it 
is  it's  cruel  fate,  that  to  be  lu»used  is  alone  to  be 
in  jeopardy, — whatever  be  the  dangers  which 
may  threaten,  or  the  insidious  acliemes  which 
may  circumvent  her  ltfe,--H9he  can  haveno  choice 
left  between  security  and  inevitable  destructio» 
even.      But  what  simUd  retard  Her  Mafesty? 
Nothing,  we  are  persuaded,  mil  do  so ;  for  we 
are  so  confident  of  the  triamphwit  manner  in 
which  she  will  vindicate  the  d%nity  of  her  inno* 
cedce,  that  we  feel  equally  certain  she  will  but 
so  £Etr  prejudice « the  merits  of  her  own^cause ;  as 
to  give  her  enemies  the  *  slightest  color  for  pre-- 
tending  that  the  treatment  which  she 'has  received, 
has  been  that  whieh  her  subsequeot  conduct,  in 
postponing  her  i;etiini»  has  rendeted  justifiaUe* 

We  must  m^w  peifom  the  remaining .  part  of 
our  promise  of  laying  before  the  rsader,  tim 
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tmIoob  docaments  which  are  ieeessfR-j  to  com^ 
pl^te  these  Memoirs ;  and  io  takiog  our  leave  of 
the  Public,  we  can  only  observe,  diat  we  have 
eodeavoared  to  lay  before  them,  dispassionately 
and  faithfully,  in  this  second  part  of  our  Memoirs, 
all  that  is  publicly  and  authentically  known  of 
the  legal  proceedings,  accusations,  &c.  relative  to 
this  Illustrious  Lady.     Our  opinions  upon  the 
sttfaject^  we  hope,  have  been  delivered  upon  much 
reflection^  and  with  a  perfect  absence  of  prejudice. 
Stioh  as  they  are,  we  leave  them  in  the  consider- 
ation of  an  intelligent  Public,    and  can  only 
claim  the  merit  of  spealcing  with  perfect  firmness. 
It  was,  indeed,  our  principal  endeavour  to  avoid 
that  general  error,  which  is  to  be  remarked  in 
tiie  observations  of  almost  all  those  who  have 
written  upon  this  paijiful  topic ;  namely : — that, 
(whtlethe  unhappy  differenceiE^ between  Illustrious 
Peraanages,  if  not  originally  daused,  have  been  at 
least,  manifestly  fermented  by  other  persons,) 
Ihej  have  universally  endeavoWd  to  elevate  the 
claims  and  character  aud  cause  of  the  one  Royal 
Individual  at  the  expence  of  the  other.    In  con- 
clusion^ we  would  say,  that  we  feel  ourselves  to 
have  spoken  with  perfect  impartiality  between 
thefai;    and  while  we  once  more  assert  Her 
Majesty  to  be  a  most  injured  and  deeply-wronged 
woman  ;-f-whilst  we  would  vindicate  her  claim 
to  the  constitutional  participation  of  those  honors, 
which  are  her's  of  right  ;•  (and  of  which  nothing 
but  the  formal  aad  legal  declaration  of  her  guilt 
"tan  evf  r  deprive  her) ;  whilst  we  solemnly  protest 
a^inst  the  aspersions  which  have  been  cast  upon 
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her  iooocMice,  belieTing  it  to  be  unspotted  aod 
most  slandered ; — yet,  so  iar  from  throwing;  into 
the  other  scale,  a  proportionate  share  of  that 
calumny  and  vitnperation  which  have  been  so 
plentifully  lavished  upon  a  certain  high  and 
Illustrious  Personage,  by  some  of  our  cotem- 
poraries,  we  must  express  our  deep  and  serious 
jQonTiction,  that  nothing  would  be  more  felicitous 
to  themselves,  more  honorable  to  the  character  of 
the  Throne,  more  fortunate  for  the  wel&re  of  the 
People,  than  that  the  King  and  Queen  of  this 
■  Great  Empire  should  live  together  in  that  union 
of  society  and  sentiment,  which  have  always  been 
hailed  in  these  dominions,  not  merely  as  the 
most  glorious  ornament  of  the  sovereign  authority, 
but  as  the  harbinger  of  peace,  tranquillity,  and 
greatness  to  the  state  1 


«  I 
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We  Jiave  now  to  commepce  a  series  of  anedoteisy 
public  documents^  declarations  &c.  by  way  pf 
illustration  of  tbe  preceding  Menjoirs :  and  we 
shall  begiii  therefore,  with  the  celebrated  ma^if^^to 
issued  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  the  father  of 
Per  Prejsent  Majesty, — i^pon  the  jentpan^e  of  th^ 
Allied  Army  into  France. 


Declaration  by  the  Duke  ofBrunswiek  Lunenburg, 
commanding  the  combined  armies  of  their 
Majesties  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  France^ 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  France. 

Their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  and  the  Kin^ 
of  Prussia,  having  entrusted  me  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  combined  armies  assembled  on  the 
frontiere  of  France,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform 
the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom,  of  the  motives 
which  have  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  two 
Sovereigns,  and  of  the  principles  by  wldch  they 
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are  goMed;  After  arbitrarily  suppressing  tbe 
rights^  mad  invading  tbe  ppfiseseions  4»f  the  Oer^' 
man  Plinces  in  Alsace  and.  Lorraine;  after 
liaving;  disturbed  and  otrerthrown  in  tkt  int^nor 
part  of  the  kingdom,  all  order  add  lawloi 
gOYemment ;  after ,  having  bete  giiilty  of  tbe 
Bost  daring  attackti,  and  havkig  -  had  necoorse 
to. the'* most  .vkdeni  measutfee,  which  are  stili 
'daily  fenewed  against  the  sacred  person  of  the 
King,  and  agakrat  hia  aagust  f ami1y,-*-*tTTtho0e 
mhb  have  seiaed'  on  the  reins  of  government 
have,  at  leo^fa,  filled  the  measure  of  Uieir  guilty 
by  declaring  an  unjust  war  agaiust  his  Majesty 
the  Emper^,  and  by  invading  his  provinces  of 
tbe  low  countries.  Some  of  the  postessions 
belonging  to  the  German  Empire,  have  beeq 
equally  azipMed  to  the  same  oppression;  aind 
manr  othwa  hate  only  avoided  the  d^nger^  by 
yielding  to  the  imperious  threats  of  the  domh* 
nteBing  party.'ai^d  their  emissaries. 

His  Majttsty^  the  King  of  Prussia,  united  with 
bia  Imparual  i  M faj  esty  in  the  bands  of  the  strieteai 
defensive  olliaiDdey  and  as  a;  preponderant  member 
himself  of  the  Germaaie  bpdy,  eould  only  refuse 
^avchingto  the .  assistauace  of  his  ally  andbf  Jiis 
€0-estatte«:  It  is  under  ibis  xlouble  relation,. that 
be  iHidertakeB  the  defence  of  that  monareh  and 
of  Germaaiy.  To  these  high  intereste  is^  added 
another  important  object,  and  whiah  ^faotb  tb# 
Swereigna  have  most  cordially  in  .vieWy  which  ia 
to  put  an  end  to  tbat  monarchy  which  prevails 
in  tbeintevfor  part  of  Praace,  (o  put  i;a  stop  to 
the  attacks  mad^  on  the  throne  and  the  altar^  to 
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restore  the  King  ^  to  his  legiitaiate  pMrer,  to 
liberty  and  to  safety,  of  which  be  is  now 
deprived,  and  to  place  hiai  in  sacb  a  sitiiatioii, 
that  he  may  exercise  that.  Intimate  autbocky .  to 
which  be  is  entitled  • 

Coavinced  that  the  sober  part  of  .the  natiaa 
detest  the    excesses  of  a  faction    which    has 
enslaved  them,  and  that  the  nugorityrotf   the 
inhabitants  wait  with  patience  the  oaoment  when 
sttccours    shall   arrive^   to   dechure 
openly,  against  the  odious  enterprises  ^of 
oppressors, — ^.His  Majesty  the  Ensperer^  and 
His  Majesty  the    King    of  Prussia  eamesliy 
mvite  them  to    return  without  delay  into  the 
paths  of  reason  and  of  justice,  of  order,  aod  of 
peace.  n     ' 

It  is  with  this  view  that  I,  the  mder  wiittoi 
general  commuidant  in  chief  of  the  two  amies, 
do  declare, 

1st.  That,  drawn  into  the  present  war  by 
irresistible  circumstances,  the  two  alfied  ^^ouits 
have  no  other  object  in  view  thanithe  weUare 
ai  France,  without  any  pretence  to  enriok  4hesi* 
selves  by  making  conquests* 

2dly.  That  they  do  not  mean  to  meddle  with 
the  internal  government  of  Franee,  but  that  they 
simply  intend  to  deliver  the  King,  the  Queen, 
and  the  royal  family,  from  thdr  captivity,  and 
to  ensure  to  his  most .  Christian.  Ms^esty*  that 
sajfety  which  is  necessafy  for  his  makJag 
without  danger  and  without  obstacles,  such 
convocations  as  he  >shaU  judge  pxoper^  nad  ftr 
ende^^vouring  to  ensure  the  welfne  of  his  sub* 
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jectB  according  to  his  promises,  and  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power. 

Sdly.  That  the  combined  armies  shall  protect 
the  towns,  burghs,  and  villages,  as  well  as  tiie 
persons  and  property  of  all  diose  who  shall 
snbmiit  to  the  King ;  and  that  they  will  concur 
in  the  immediate  restoration  of  order  and  police, 
throaghont  all  France; 

4tbly.  That  the  national  guards  are  called  upon 
to  preserve,  provisicmally,  tranquillity  in  towna 
and  in  the  country,  to  provide  for  the  personal 
safety  and  property  of  all  Frenchmen,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  belonging  to  their  Imperial 
and  Royal  Majesties,  or  until  orders  be  given  to 
the  contrary,  00  pain  of  being  personally  res* 
ponaible:  that,  on  the  contrary,  auch  national 
gnhrds  as  shallfight  against  the  troops  of  the  two 
allied  cowts,  and  who  ahall  be  taken  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  shall  be  treated  as  enemies,  and 
pumshed  as  rebels  to  their  King,  and  as  dis- 
turbers of  the  public  peace. 

6thly .  That  the  general  officers,  the  subalterns, 
and  soldiers  of  the  Fr^ich  regular  troops,  are 
equally  called  upon  to  return  to  their  former 
allegianee,  and  to  submit  immediately  to  the 
King,  their  legitimate  Sovereign. 
'  4tfaly.  That  tiie  members  of  departmrats, 
districts^  and  municipalities,  shall  be  equally 
responsible,  on  pain  of  losing  their  heads  and 
their  estates,  for  all  the  crimes,  all  the  cOnflagra* 
tkoa,  ^11  the  murders,  and  the  pillage  which 
<tfetey  shdU  sufier  to  take  place,  and  which  they 
shall  not  have  in  a  public  manner,  attempted  to 


pi^veDt  wkhin  their  respective  tertitorks  ^ikattiaicf 
shall  also  be  obliged  to  continue  their  fiimckiaiM 
until  bis  most  Cbt^istttni  Majesty,  whea  set  at 
fuU  libertj,  shall  make  further  arrangements,  or 
tin  fenhef  ordem  be  given  in  his  name. 

Ttfaty.  That  tiie  inhabitants  of  towbs,  borgiiBi 
attd' vill^es,  who  shall  dare  to  defend  thassselves 
against  the  troops  of  their  imperial  tmd  Boyal 
Majesties,  and  to  fire  npon  them  either  in  opea 
country^  or  thrangfa  half  open  doors  or  windowitf 
of tiieir  houses/shaH  be  pmished  instantly  aecord^ 
ing  to  the  rigorous  rules  of  war>  or  their  hotisen 
tfhail  be  demolished  or  burned.  On  the  conn 
trary,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said,  -tovtam, 
bMghs^  and  villages,  who  shall  raadfly  submit  m 
tiieir  King,  by  opeaing  their  gates  to  the  tMop« 
Monging  t0  their  Majesties/  shall  be-qmnisiiii 
jMiely  ttnder  their  safeguard  ^Tifd  preteolion,  tlieir 
estates,  their  property,  and  their  persons  shall 
be  secured  by  the  laws,  and  eaeh  land  ail  of 
them  shall  be  in  full  safety.  '  -    *  « 

8thly.  The  city  of  Paris  and  all  its  inhabitants, 
witfiont  distinction,  shall  be  called  upon  to  snbp 
mit  instantly  and  without 'd^y  to  the  Kmg,  to 
set  that  prince  at  full  liberty,  and  to  ensure  to  bis 
and  to  all  the  royal  persons,  that  inviolability 
^d  respect  which  ftre  dne  by  the  laws  ofnatnie 
And  of  natioiis  to  sovereigns ;  tdieir  Imperial  aad 
tioyai  Majesties  making  persobaUy  respumiUe 
for  all  events  en^paiik  of  toeing  their  faiads^  fmt* 
Mant  to  milittry  trials,  without  hiope  of  paidiaii> 
All  the  inembers  of  thei  nati^nsl  assembly^  of  tli* 
depsfrtment,  of  the  dist^ict«  pS  the  ttQuieipakty» 


aod  of  kbe  nalionitl  gu^trds  of  Vm»f  in^M»$^^ 
peace^  and  otbets  whom  it  m^y  cowsismi  md 
thtirlmpdrialftrid  Royol  Majesties  f«rtb(ard6clfM?e 
cm  iheit  faith  and  word  .of  Emperot*  and  Kiqg^ 
that  if  the  palace  of  the  Thuillaries  be  fo^oeA  or 
insulted;  if  the  least  violeii^ee  be  o0fqed,*;th» 
least  outrage  be  done  to  their  Mtyestien  the  lining, 
aad  Queen,  m  the  royal  (amily ;  if  they  be  mt 
immediately  placed  io  sa&ty  aii4  set  at  liberty, 
^ey  will  ioflict  mi  those  wlio  shall  dei^erve  it^  the 
most  ezemplairy  and  ever  memorable  avaaging 
punisfameBt,  by  giving  up  the  city*  of  Paris  to 
military  executioa,  and  exposing  it  to  total  diQib- 
trai^on ;  and  the  rebels  who  ahall  be  gaiUy  <of 
illegal  resistance,  shall  suflfor  the  punishmenls. 
which  they  shall  hare  deserved* 

Their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majeftiea  psomise  on 
^e  coatrary,  to  all  the  infaabitonts  of  the  city  (oi 
Paris,  to  em|rfoy  their  good  offices  with  his  mast 
Christian  Ma|esty  to  procure  lor  them  a  pasdm 
4bi  ithdr  insults  and  errovs,  and  to  ado^  the 
most  v^oroaa  measunes  for  the  security  <^  their 
piersoBs  apd  inroporly,  provided  they  speedily 
and  atrictly  oonicnrm  to  the  above  kqunptions.    . 

Wijudly.  Their  Majasties,  BotJ)eing>at  liberty  to 
acknowledge  any  .other  laws  in  Etanca  eicce|Nt 
those  which  ahaU  be  derived  fri$m  the  King  whMi 
at  full  liberty,  protest  beforehand  against  thiP 
authenticity  of  all  kind  lof  dddaralioaa  which 
may  be  issued  in  tba  nafne  of  the  King,  60  long 
as  his  sacred  person,  and  that  of  the  Queen  and 
the  princes  of  Ih6  wfiiob  royal  family,  9hall  not 
be  in  foil  si^y :  and;  with  Ihia  vinw  their  Impe* 
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iad  Royal  Majesties,  invite  and  entreat  his 


Majenty  to  name  a  town  in  his  kingdoip,  nearaat 
to  the  frontiers,  to  which  he  would  wish  to  remove, 
together  with  the  Queen  and  Ae  royal  family, 
under  a  strong  and  safe  escort,  which  shall  be 
sent  for  that  purpose,  so  that  his  most  Chiistian 
M sgesty  may,  in  perfect  safety,  send  for  sadi 
ministers  and  counsellors  as  he  shall  be  pleased 
to  name,  order  such  convocations  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  and  provide  for  the  restoration  of  order, 
and  the  regular  administration  of  his  kingdom. 

in  fine.  I  declare  and  promise  in  my  own  in* 
dividual  name,  and  in  my  above  quality,  to  cause 
to  he  truly  observed  every  where,  by  the  troops 
nn^der  my  command,  good  and  strict  discipUne, 
promising  to  treat  with  mildness  and  moderation 
those  well-disposed  subjects  who  shall  submit 
peaceably  and  quietly,  and  to  employ  force 
against  those  only  who  shall  be  guilty  of  lesis- 
tance,  or  of  manifest  evil  intentions. 

I  therefore  call  upon  and  expect  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  kingdom,  in  the  most  earnest  and 
forcible  manner,  not  to  make  any  opposition  to 
the  troops  under  my  command,  but  rather  to 
suffer  them  every  where  to  enter  the  kii^om 
freely,  and  to  afford  them  all  the  assistance,  and 
show  them  all  the  benevolence  which  circum- 
stances may  require. 
Owen  at  General  Quarters 

at  Cohkntz,  Jufy  25IA,  1792. 

(Signed) 
CHARLES  GUILLAUME  FERDINAND, 
Due  de  Brunswick  Lunenburg. 


VUfOniS'  W  GAIIOUNB.  SOI 


•  J 


The  Correspondence  between  the  Speaker  of  the 

'    Htmmjof  Commom,  (mv>  Lord  CokheeUr)  and 

Uerlhm  Roy^l  Highness  the  Prineeoe  of  Wales. 

A  docament  of  importaDce  is  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  JEUg^t  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Priucess  of  Wales, 
in  which  Her  Royal  Highness  called  for  an 
investigation  oFher  conduct,  before  judges  known 
to  the  constitution,  in  order  that  she  might  either 
be  declared  to  be  innocent,  or  proved  guilty. 
A  copy  of  this  letter  was  also  transmitted  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

Immediately  upon  tne  meeting  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  March  2nd.  the  Speaker  ros<i 
and  observed,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint 
the  House,  that  in  the  afternoon  of  yesterday^ 
he  had  received  a  paper  which  purported  to 
be  a  letter  from  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princeds 
of  Wales,  the  contents  of  which  it  would  have 
of  course,  been  his  duty  to  communicate  to  the 
House ;  but  as  it  was  delivered  merely  to  ouq 
of  the  door-keepers,  he  forbore  to  take  any 
steps  on  the  receipt  of  it,  until  it  was  properly 
authenticated*  In  90  apti^g*  he  trusted  he  had 
not  so  iQterp<ised  as  to  prevent,  or  iinproperly  to 
f^e^y,  fb^  s^p^oach  pf  i^uch  a  document  to  the 
consider^tjpu  .of  tbp.  Qouse  of  Commons.  Thi^ 
moifnjng,  the  letter   in   question  wa^*  authen- 
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ticated;  be  had  received  a  diqpUcafte  of  il, 
inclosed  in  another  letter  from  Her  Royal 
Highness,  and  both  of  these  letters,  witb  the 
permission  of  the  House,  he  should  now  read  to 
them.    • 

The*  House  having  signified  its  asswty  the 
Speaker  proceeded  to  read  die  first  letter,  which 
was  to  the  following  efiect ;    ■ 

Attmtagm  HausCj  March  2mL 

*^  The  JPrincess  of  Wales  begs  to  inforqi  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  by  her  own  desire,  as  well  as  in 
consequence  of  the  advice  of  her  Counsel,  she 
yesterday  transmitted  to  him  a  letter,  the  con- 
tents of  which,  she  was  anxious  should  be  made 
known  to  the  House  of  Commons;  and  with 
that  view,  Her  Royal  Highness  now  incloses 
herewith  a  duplicate  of  that  letter.^' 

The  euclosiire  was  as  follows ; — 

•  _ 

MtnUague  House,  Blackheath^ 

l8t  Match,  1813. 

^*  The  Princess  of  Wales  informs  (Mr. 
Speaker)  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  she  has 
receiWd  frorb  the  Lord  Viscount  Sidmontb,  a 
Copy  of  a  Report  made  to  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent^  by  a  certain  nurahar  of  the 
members  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  whom  it  appears, 
tlJat  His  Royal  Highness  had  been  ad vi^  to 
r^fer' the*  Consideration  of  documents,  and  other 
evidence,  respecting  her  character  and  conduct. 

'^  The  Report  is  of  siich  a '  nature^  that  Her 


fioyttl  Hi^MBft' feeb  persuaded,  no  person  caii 
wad-  it'  tnfitboat  oonsidering  it  as  cMveying 
tmpeniaaB^pom  Imr;  wid'  although  tbeinragno^ 
tt^ss  raDdeit  Hb  imposuble  •  to  diricoVer  pvecisely 
what  is  meant,  or  even  what  she  has  beeH 
cliai^ed  with ;  yet,  as  ^be  Princess  feels  con- 
scious of  no  oAbnce  whatever^  she  thinks  it 
due  to  herself,  to  the  illuslrious  houses  witi 
which  she  is  connected,  by  blood  and  b}L 
marriage,  and  to  the  *people,  among  whom  she 
holds  so  distinguished  a  rank,  not' to  acqniesce 
for  a  moment,  in  aiiy  imputation  affecting  he^ 
honor. 

*^  The  Princess  of  Wales  has  '  not  been 
permitted  to  know  upon  what  evidence  the 
members  of  the  -  Privy  Council  proceeded, 
still  less  tot  be  heard  in  her  defence.  She 
knew  only  by  eommon  rumours  of  the  inquiries 
which  they  have  been  carrying  on,  until  the 
result  of  those  inquirieef  was  communicated 
to  her,  and  she  has  nomeaos  now  of  knowing 
whether  the  members  acted  an  a  b«K}y/tO'  whi^tt 
she  can  appeal  for  redress,  at  least  for  la 
b<5aiing ;  or  only  in  their  indivaduai  capaoiiles^ 
persons  selH^ted  to  make  »  Report  bpbn^  her 
dondnot. 

''  The  Princess  is  therefore  compelled  t<Kthra|w 
herself  upon  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  and  to  desire  that  the  fullest  investigation 
may  be  instituted  of  h^r  whole  conduct  durii^ 
the  period  of  her  residence  in  this  country. 

""The  Princess  fears  no  scrutinyj  howf^vtf 
steict,  provided  she  may  be  tried  Iqi  if^^artijfl 
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jodg««,  Jowwnlfr  the  donilitWiM^  4il4  In  ibe 
ittr.  «od]opeii  «iaiui««  .wlticfa  Ibe.Jbw  «of  tfa« 
Itod  presdnhoB*  Har.^adj  dMre  is,  dwk  ahe 
9tay«itherbe  teeated  4«  MnoQent  ot  pmvedto 
hef^iUy. 

"  The  Princets  deakte  Mr.  Speaker  <tiM  lord 
Chaaodlor)  to  .commnnictle  thie  icAter  to  the 
Novse  of.GonHM>BB,(er  Lord*)." 

^  Tbis  letter  having  beea  read,  iome  ^oa^ema* 
tioD  took  plao«  between  Mr.  WWtluread  m4 
Sisrd  Caiklaeagh  on  the  subject ;  birt.Mthepto^ 
miaed  motion  of  Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstonef  i^taod 
lor  Ibe  14th  Of  March,  here  the  iMtter  leeled 
fo  the  present. 

.  This  letter  was  act  commnnicaled  to  the  Hcmee 
of  Lordey  the.  Lord  Ghaaeellor  conceiving  that 
he  was  restrained  by  a  .sense  of  dnty^  fMwa  wad- 
mg  it  to  that  House« .    . 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Cochrane  Jphhit4»e 
proceeded  to  bfisig  on  his  motion  and  the 
Speakep^aTiag  called  OBhilii»  Mr^  Ly^ou  mowitA 
Ihe.  stisadiag  order  of  the  -House^  andt  oooae- 
qawtly,  the  doors  were  c)o(ied«  and  all  strattgon 
excluded.  .  The  sitting .  being  th«s  rendofed 
secret,  Mr.  Bennett  moyed  an  adjoumiMnt^ 
«pon .  whichL  the  Bouse  divided : 

Ayes fldtf 


Noes %48^ 

M«Bority-r-^  108 


•  • 


<^a«i 


s  Notion  of  tbis  motion,  on  the  subject  of  Her  Rojal  HiglmeM 
the  Prinoeis  6f  Wales,  was  ghwfl  by  tbe  Hoootd»i€  Okdinne 
MfMoae;  «t  tlM  ftsfb  of  FabmMy,  ISIS. 


ymf'CMMmaim  t  ggs 

Hie  ttdjoimniMit  bmag  ^tmk  JM^t^ted/fMr.: 
€SMtifM»:JiiiiMtone  tvd/  ti»t  ha  irottM  follnr 
tke  cawmple  tff  <ke  bonondble  BMntor,  /vifxo  iMd 

right  also  of  not  bringing  forward  the  motien  #f 
wUdi  he  ted  gtrea  4i«tio6« 
:  The  pMCMdk^  in  the  iloiite  of  ^kmrnotts  on^ 
the  Olh  -of •  Mardi  appear  to^  hafe  hd^i^  of  ^tte 
highest  importaacej,  sfnee  they  amMnted  ito  d 
dompleteirhidioatioii  and-acqwltal^iifthfe  PtidOttM' 
of  Waleai  not  only  from  all  the  charges,  batfralB 
ail  the  laspetsions,  that  have  been  thrown-  oaf 
'  against  Her  Royal  Highness.  Upon  the  meetii^ 
of  the  HonM  this  day,  Mr.  Lygdo  moved  thM 
itnngers  shonld  net  be  admitted,*  ftftef  Hie  dHfP 
siofe  en  the  Brecon  C^nal  Bill)  And  Mr.  Bennett 
nfOTWl  an  adjournment^  toest&bUsh  his  right  of 
meMMg'the'  deaiteg  of  the  gallery  on  sndh 
ground.  *  He  did  aot^  howeveri  persist  in  ditid-' 
mg  upon  the  question.  t 

Mr.  'Goehrane  Johnston^  then  rose  in  pufst-* 
mee^of  his  notice  amd  said,  that  it  was  the  un^ 
tetibted  rigt^  of  the  honorable  member  (MFr^ 
Lygon)  to  act  as  he  had  done,  in  4^eariif g  tll# 
House  of  straogers ;  if,  however,  ihis  f^rbcftution 
bad' been  taken  under  the  impression  thhtamy 
Umig  be' had  to  say;  should  be  tttbeeotoiiifg'tli^ 
respect  he  owed  to  that  House>,or  locoasisteAt 
wMi  whiat  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  every  branch 
of  tile  royal  family;  such  apprehensions  were 
utterly  unfounded.  He  thought  it  a  duty  he 
owed,  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  to  declare  that  for  the  motion -he^  wtt 


allnit4a*firimft»  im  bnd.wi  aattoiilgr  fton  her; 
tkttt  be  hM  4»4.iio  comiBMMiMtkmirifli-aisy  p^* 
mm  or  paraon*  wlMitibevw»  «id  4hat  the  fweoee^ 
ing   origtMifaed  Mebtrndy.  mid  eMslusivdy  wiik 

The  hoDonble  member :  iMrottMiled  to  ^ibsMm^ 
<iuit  it  WM  Jtfcili  lGQO#h^  tbat  a  cotnmMioii  had 
bdvi.graoted  by  the.  King  ioi  1906,  to  fbur  Noble 
Loi48i  GrMTiUe,  Spencer,  Bmkine,  and  Ellen* 
boronght  toi^xamiae  into  oeitain  all^f^tioBli  that 
had  bean  preferred  againatrth^  Prinoeas  of  Wales^ 
He  thw  read  the  whole. of  the*  Report  made  bjr 
^  Cominiafioaers  above  atated,-  containhig'the 
moat  unqualified /OpiQioii,  that  the  ehaige  prb* 
dia0»d  by -Sii^  Johniaadi  lUady  Donglte,  .agamk 
^  FriacMr  of  Wftlei,  bf  having  been  deliaered 
of  a'ohild  inth^^yeartieoSi  waa  utterly,  dealitate 
of  truth,  it  added,  thatihe  fajfthand  i»al  mMher 
of  the  cbildi  »aaid  to  have,  boeit  bdm  ,o£'4ho 
Princesa,  had  been  proved. beyond  all  poaaibiKtiy 
of  doubt;  The  .Report-  caneladea'  with  aMne 
objeetiona.  made  by  the  CommiaaioneM,  ito  Ae 
taaimers,  or  \U>  faiwfy  of  .maottem,  apoki  difiieaeBtl 
oecaaioaa»  in  the  Priiu^aaBii  .  ,    . .       r 

The  honorable  mamb^  next  proceeded  ftf 
atate,  that  the  paper  he  ahaald  how  read,  waa^^it 
doeumentmtoA  he  wa^  reitdj^  to  prMe  at  lAe  tet^ 
ff  the  Home,  tcae  dt^Cafed  6y  Lord  BUtm  Mt. 
Perceval,  and  Sir  Thomas  Plomer*  thoc^h  aigMd 
by  the  Princess  of  Wales ;  it  was  a  letter  wiittetiy 
or  purporting  to  be.  written,  by  Her  tloyal  High* 
'oaa  to  the  Kii^,  on  the  Otb  of  October,  1808^  aa 
protest  against  the  Report  of  the  Comndaiioneia; 
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jttst  dfteiled ;  tlie  letter  beiag  nad  at  laigftb, 
ai^ared  to  be  a  fonnal  and  elalKHrate  criticiam 
upon  tbe  nature  of  the  ComnMaaioa,  uader  wbidb 
her  condact  had  beea  reviewed;  it  asserted  io 
the  most  unqualified  terms  her  own  ioMcence^ 
and  called  the  chaifeii  of  her  aoenaers,  a  fiiuX 
undfaUt  coMptrograMde  e9>pmru^  and  afibadin^ 
DO  appeal.  Upon  this  letter  being  read,  the 
honorable  member,  obsenred,  that  ht  fully  con* 
^orred  in  the  seatinients  it  expinesfed  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Conmiission,  and  ttAt  he  insisted 
that  the  chai^  against  Uie  Princess  before  the 
tribunal^  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  was 
nothing  short  of  freiison;  that  if  the  Commis- 
sionevs  had  power  to  aeqnit  Her  Royal  Highness 
of  the  crime  charged^  they  had  equally  the  power 
to  cottf  ict  her :  what  was  thestato  of  that  .oanatry 
in  which  suchathingweKevenpossible?  Besides^ 
he  inquired,  what  became  of  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas  ?  If  he  were  rightly  informed,  they  still 
persisted  in  the  same  story ;  if  all  they  maintained 
were  so  notoriously  false^  vhf  were  tlugf  wA 
prueeuted  1  The  hononble  member  went  on  to 
remark,  that  he  understood  no  proceedings  of 
Ae  late  Privy  Council,  except  the  Report,  had 
bean  transsutted  to  the  Princess  of  Wales.  This 
was  the  case  in  1808,  but  he  submitted  that 
copies  ^  all  those  examinatioos  should  be  givai 
to  her.  The  hQnerable  member  then  concluded 
by  moving,  first,  a  very  long  resolution,  coittain- 
ing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Report  of  the  Com* 
missioners  in  1806>  with  his  own  reasomng  upon 
the  illegaUty  of  such  a  Oommissioat  and  tenqi- 
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ii4tiii^  Mth  expm68iii$t  the  eoipedmtcf  0(  a 
0nd  4i0kfeM  trial  0f,  or  inquiry  into,  tk^  Mine 
ftitfbjecl ;  the  «eco*d  mofion  was,  for  a  variety  of 
papers  coniiected  with  th»  subject,  from  1800  to 
tlie  pMaeat^tkoei  ' 

A^'  viery  animated  debate  ensoed,  4a  which 
Lord  Castleieagh,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Shf  Samuel 
Romilly,  were  the  principal  speakers. 

Upon  the  qhestion  being  pot^  Mr.  Cochrane 
J6fa«M|Me*s  motion  was  NEGATIVED  WITH- 
OUT A  DIVISION.    Thus  terminated,  for  the 
pH&sent,  this  memerdble  debate^  which  involved 
Tottsequeocei  of  tb^  Isst  importance  to  the  nation. 
From- these  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Com- 
liioas,  may  be  iifferfed  a  perfect  acquittal  of  Her 
Royal   Higbness.    No  afctual  orinioality  waa^ 
or  coaki  be^  imputed  to  Her  Royal  H^neea  ;  pa 
case'  Whatever  was  made  out ;  no  matter  existed 
against  Her  Royal  Highness  to  become  tbe  sub- 
ject of  Inquiry^  and  therefore  fhrtbet  ink]uiry  waa 
accounted  superflnoufe. 

Notwithstanding  this  decjttion  however,  on  the 
16Mi  of  March,  Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notice  in 
the  House  of  Commons^  of  hia  inteiition  to  asove 
on  the  t7tb  of  this  month  fsr  aii  address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  praying  His  Royal  Highness 
to  order  a  prosecution  to  be  institated  against 
Lady  Douglas,  for  the  evidence  given  by  her 
Ladyship,  respeeting  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons 

on  the  18th.  inst*  after  the  transactiop  of  sosae 

outine  business,  Mr.  Whitbread  issid^  ^*  I  hold 

I  my  hand  a  petvtion  that  1  nceived  just  before 
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my  arrival  in  this  House,  which  I  was  requested 
to  lay  before  it.  On  perusing  it,  I;  fipd  that 
it  is  worded  in  a  maftner  perfectly  respectful, 
and  1  therefore  told  the  individual  who  delivered 
it  into  my  care,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  as  a  mem* 
ber  of  parliament,  to  present  it.  It  is  the  petir 
tion  of  Major-Generrtl  Sir  John  Dotiglas,  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  Charlotte  Lady  JPoug4as, 
his  'wife.  I  remarked  that  the  fbrm  of  the 
signature  was  not  perfectly,  regular;  butl  added, 
that  I  did  concieive,  that  notwithstanding  this 
informality,  the  House  would  receive  it  as  the 
petition  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  though  not  te'the 
joint  petition  of  himself  and  bil^  wife.  I  there^ 
fore,  move  for  leave  to  bring  up  this  petition. 

The  question  having  been  put,  Mr.  Wbitbread 
brought* up  the' petitioA,  which  was  read  by  the 
clerk,  nearly  in  the  following  words : 


I 

I 


.'*'To  the  Honorable'  the  Cotomons  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  &c."  > 

*' The  hdmble  petition  (%f  MAjor^O^nefal .  Sir 
John  Dbugta^,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Char<* 
lotte  Lady:  Douglas  his  wife  .  .  '. 

<'  Sheweth-^That  your  pekitioBers  are  advised 
that  the  depositiousi  ikey  made  on  their  oaths, 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  appointed  by 
His  Majesty;  for  investigating  the  conikiot  of  fler 
Royal  Highness  the  PrincesS'  of  Wdles,  on  or 
about* the'li^t  of  Jaiiuary,  1^800^  were  not  tnade  on 
SQcti  judicial  proceedifngs;  on  or  hefove  PQoh  a 
tribunal  as  could  l^ally  support  a  prosecution 
for  petjury  against  thefm.^ 

»*  6  L 
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my  Ic^tter,  and  it  tvnfi'  read  from*  the  chair. 
Td  my '  inexpressible  gr^tifieation  I  }iaTe>  baeo 
informed,  that,  although'  no  proceeding  was 
instituted  according  to  my  recjoest^  c«tam 
discussions  which  took  place  in  that'honoraUe 
House,  have  resulted  in  the  complete^  and 
unequivocal,  and  universal  acknovdedginent 
of  my  entire  innocence,  to  the  satii£a43tion  of 
the  worfd,  1 

"  Allow  me,  Sir,  to  •  say  l»  Yowr  Royal 
Highness,  that  I  address  you  n0W|  relieved  fiiMD 
a  load  of  distress  which  has  pressed  opbn  me 
for  many  years.  1  was  always  conscious  that  1 
was  free  from  reproadh.  I  am  now  known  to 
be  so,  and  worthy  Co' b^ar  the  exalted  title  of 
Princess  of  Wales.  •   . 

'*  On  the' subject  ifP  the  ^onfivmation*  of  Ae 
Princess  €harldtte,  i  boW,  as  becomes  me,  and 
with  implicit  deference  to*  the  opinion  expressed 
by  His  Maj^stj^,  ^uow  ifkaci  I  havi^  been  made 
acquainted  with  if.  *  Hii  ftfajesty^tt^^wisiMi  I 
must  always  r^atid'  as  "Sa^red. 

*«  To  such  restrit^ns^  il9  Yowltoy«l  Righneat 
shall  Ifhink  fit  to  iinpo^  upon  the  iatercourse 
between  the  t^rincfessObarlotte  and  myself,  as 
arising  out  of  Ibe  acknowledged  exercise  of  yoor 
parental  and  royal  authority,  1'  submit  without 
observation,  but  I  throw  myself  upon  the  OMS^ 
passion  of -Your  Royal  Aighness,  not  to  abridge 
more  than  n^ay  be  nH^^ssary  niy  gveafeeat^ 
indeed,  my  only  pleasure.     > 

**  Your  Royal  Highness  itoay  be  assured,  that^ 
"*  the    selection   of  society  for  the    Prinetsm 
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Chftilotte,  when  oD.hei*  visits  td)«i^>  w$ire  leiS^  to 
my  disoretioii,  it  would,  be,  a^l  it ;  alwaya , )ia» 
been;  nnexceptionfilble  for  k^nk^and  <^batac|er; 
if  Your  Royal  Highness  wpo)d  cpii)f}^ceudi  Sir, 
to  ffiatne- the  Bociaty  yourMfi  yOut  lojunctionA 
sbould.be  strictly  adhered  to/  ,i        « 

'^1  vri]}  not. detail!.  Yddr  Rayal  Hi^hness^l 
thirow.  myself  ^agaia  .on;  your  iroyil  jii9tiGe  at^d 
compassion;  ajui  1  Ifti^bscfibe  myself*  vitb  pei'f^tjt 
sincerityf.and  in  the  bappy.  feelings  of  justifled 
ionoceii^e,  Your.Hoiyaltiigbnfis&s&c.i&c*  &c%" 

''  Mr.  Whitbread  cQAcludeti  by  putting  in 
copies  of  the  Morning  Heraldi  of  Saturday  and 
Monday  tloit,  the  parts iQCAvJiioh  alluded.  t9^  wen? 
entered  a6d  rea4>  aind  then^nplHbd  lan  humbjie 
addtfess  td  the  Rrinoe  Ri^nt^inxpi^Ssive  of  tb^e 
derpjcoBpirt]  and»i»d%da^o(L>Ai1hieh'  the  Housfi 
fett:atpttblicaticuli^>o£  s6i  gnuss-andti^candalous  ^ 
nature^  so  painful  to  the  feelingdidfiHis^  Royal 
Highbe^,  ^and  .all  the  .other  :  bvanohes  of.  his 
IlhntiMDSi  (BanUly; « and .  pray ittg-itkat  >  His  Rpyat 
Highness  would  hieipleaiBed  to  order  measures  to 
bettaken  for  briigingi/tOi/uatice  all  the  persQM 
concerned  iii  iso  scandalous  a  bii$^9»»  ^d  path 
ticularly  for  preventing  the  contiunance  or  repe- 
tition of  so  high  an  offence. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Lord 
Castlereagh,  the  Noble  Lord  charged  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  ''  with  indulging  in  illiberal^  unfair^  and  as 
he  (Lord  Castlereagh)  thought  imparliamentary 
observations  on  the  conduct  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  himself."  Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved 
that  the  words  of  the  Noble  Lord  be  taken  down. 
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This  being'  agreed  to,  Mr.  Wbitbread  dictated  the 
words  nsed  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  Noble 
Lord  declined  to  make  any  alteration  thereon. 

Some  further  discussion  took  place,  and  at 
length  Lord  Castlereagh  proceeded  with  his 
speech.  The  debate  was  then  continued,  in 
which  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Bathurst,  Mr.  Stephen, 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Sir  Thomas  Plomer,  and 
Mr.  Tiemey  bore  the  principal  share. 

Mr.  Tierney  (at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech) 
moved  an  amendment,  to  which  Mr.  Whkbread 
consented.  This  amendment,  upon  the  original 
motion,  was,  ''  That  the  printer  and  publisher  of 
the  Morning  Herald,  and  of  the  Morning  Post^ 
should  be  called  to  the  bar  joi  the  House  to- 
morrow^ (the  19th  inst.)  to  answer  by  whose 
authority  they  had  published  the  depo6itk»8 
before  tiie  Privy  Council,  and  from  whom  thejr 
had  received  >thfim." 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  I^der,  Mr.  C. 
Wynne^  and.  Mr.  Gannuig,  Mr,  Wldtbmd  cai»« 
sente<l  to  withdraw  his  original  motion,  and 
Mr.  Tiemey's  AMENDMENT  was  then  piit» 
and  NEGATIVED,  without  a  division. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

June  ^rd,  1814.^-*The  Speak<er  read  a  letter 
to  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  stating  the  prohibition  she  had  received 
from  the  Queen  to  go  to  Court,  and  asking  their 
advice  and.  protection.  A  copy  of  the  royal 
coirespondence  was  produced.  Mr.  Methueu 
commented  on  various  passages,  and  remarked 
that  the  Minute  of  Council,  April  10th,  1807, 
acquitted  the»Princess  of  Wales  of  all  criminality, 
and  recommended  that  she  should  be  restored  to 
the  privileges  of  her  rank  and  statioti.  He  next 
adverted  to  letters  written  by  her  Father,  before 
the  Battle  of  Jena,  expressing  his  conviction  of 
her  innocence,  and  earnestly  recommending  her 
to  the  protection  of  His  Majesty,  &c.  &c.  ;-^ 
Mr,  Methueu  moved  an  humble  address  to  the 
Regent,  praying  him  to  acquaint  the  House  who 
were  the  advisers  of  this  step. 

Bragge  Bathurst  contended  that  there  was  no 
prohibition ;  only  an  intimation  that  the  Regent 
would  not  meet  her  at  the  drawing-room.  He 
also  stated,  that  the  Minute  of  Council  made  a 
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a  distinction  between  criminality  and  minor 
charges.  The  acquittal,  therefore,*  was  not 
complete. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  gentleman  had  used 
great  dexterity  in  trying  to  persuade  the  House 
she  had  not  been  interdicted.  It  was  true, 
the  Queen,  after  long  persecuting  Her  Royal 
Highness,  had  received  the  Princess  of  Wales 
at  Court, — by  the  command  of  the  King,*  who 
was  no  longer  able  to  protect  her.  He  called 
upon  the  House  to  exert  their  dignity.  The 
Prince  delared  he  would  not  meet  the  Princess  ; 
yet,  when  he  should  be  called  to  the  throne, 
they  must  meet  to  be  crowned  together.  This 
difficulty  could  not  be  overcome,  anless  some 
black  designs  were  brooding  against  her. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley,  Mr.  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Elliot, 

with  a  full  conviction  of  the  injustice  done  to  iht 

Princess,  opposed  the  motion  as  unparliamentary; 

.  Mr.  Ponsonby  approved  of  the  publication  of 

the  correspondence,  but  objected  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Tiemey  maintained  the  right  to  exclude 
from  a  drawing*room  might  exist;  he,  tliought 
the  House  might  shew  their  sense  of  the  treat* 
ment  of  the  Princess,  by  increasing  her  usual 
allowance,  and  giving  her  a  separate  efitablish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Methuen  withdrew  his  motioo. 

June  23d. — Mr.  Methuen  lamented  the  neces^ 
sity  of  addressing  the  House.     The  necessity 
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of  SO  dmng  he  attributed,  to  their  not  taking 
smj  'steps  to :  anieliorate  her  situation.  What 
must  the  SoTereigas;  think  of  the  geneifosity  of 
the  notion^  nrfaeni  thi&y  were  toM  thait  her  alloivr- 
attce:i¥as'8o  parambnions,  it  did  not  pentait  the 
Priircess  topaytheoLtfaecommofi  attentionof  a 
finriBalyiiit.  TfaePHncess^  onhermatTiag^^waS- 
attowed  .170002.  in  .addition  to  her  own  50002.  It: 

« 

was  afterwards  .reduced  to  1 20002.  on  account, 
of  ihie  Prioce's  circttitt&rt:auces.  She  bad  .boen 
under  tiie  necessity  of  contracting  debts,  which» 
in  lB<A,;tbe  Prince  paid,  to  the  amount  of  40,0002.. 
$he:  had  thaa  beau  obliged  to' Hve  ou.  a  less' 
ifiiioilie  than  when  at  Garltoh  House.  Slie  had' 
radnred  her  establishment  to  sieven  doiftestics — : 
parted  with  iD^iy  of  her  bot^es,  and  given  «p- 
sedng  compaay;  till  Mrs.  St.  Leger^  Lady  Caerr; 
narvoTi;.Lady  iGlenbervie  iand  others  refused  the 
uatial.  ailbwanc^s.  Sy  these  sacrifices  she  had 
tibe  satisfaction  to  know  she  did  not  now  owe  a^ 
shilling  ; — he  moved  that  Her  Ro^^  flighness'si 
CQrcespo&dehcesho'uld  betakenintocohsiideration 

r 

€01  Tuesday  next. ' 

Xord  Castlereagh  said,  if  the  advisers  of  the 
Princess  had  declared  edrlier  thili  an  Jnoreased) 
pravision  was  their  ol\ject,  something  might  hdve 
been  done ;  his  Lordship  noticedtbat the  marriager 
lietween  the  Princess  Charlotte  and  the  Prince 
of  Grange  was  broken  off,  but  denied  that  it  was> 
in  consequence  of  her  mother's  excltution  from, 
court  ;-^afilfor  the  supposed  right  to  appear  zt  the 
drawipg^room,  if  thd  subject  could  approach  the 

5  m 
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court  at  the  will  of  fMurliameDt,  or  of  a  inmistar^  it 
would  be  degrading  thie  court  It  was  notpteluqiB 
known  that  a  separation  betwera  die  Prinite  ^and 
Princess  had  taken  place  wbi6h  might  be.  con- 
sideKd  final.  •'  The  King  had  beeo  so  conTinced 
there  tierer  could  be  any  reconciliation^  he  only 
thought  how  things  could  be  managed  to  give 
the  least  pain  to  the  parties.  With  this  view 
a  solemn  deed  of  sepssr^tton  was  drawn  and 
signed  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales 
in  1800,  to  which  was  added  the  signature  of 
the  King  and  most  of  his  Cabinet  Minfeters* 
The  Princess  then  declared  hersdf  satisfied; 
but  he  was  certain  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the 
Regent  sheshould  feel  any  pecuniary  embanraibs- 
meats.  Her  Royal  Highness  had  been  made 
the  vehicle'  of  direct  insult  on  ^e  character 
and  conduct  of  the  Prince  R^ent.  ( &c. }  He 
must  resist  the  present  motion,  but  on  m  fiitnre 
day  would  consent  to  such  addition  as  might 
seem  reasonable. 

Mr.  Methuen  was  glad  of  the  disposition  to 
increase  her  income,  but  would  not  give  up  her 
claim  to  appear  at  the  drawing-room — he  would 
consent  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  denied  that  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  obtain  money ;— he  entered  with 
enei^  and  reeling  into  the  situaticmof  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  contrasted  the  insidtslieapednpon 
her  with  the  virtue  of  her  character,  fie  con- 
sidered her  an  injured  woman,  deserted  by  her 
natural  protectors,  and  peculiarly  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  that  House. 
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Mf.  Grattaa  approred  the  motion,  and  was  in- 
fietTOur  of  an  increase  of  income. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  concurred  in  this  opinion. 

Jufy  4th. — Mr.  Yansittart^  Chancellor  of  the 
fixclM^uer,  moved  that  the  Hoose  resolve  into  a 
committee  on  the  documents  respecting"  the 
Princess  of  Wales. 

Lord  Gastlereagh  said,  if- it  were  expedient 
tO'  make  an  addition  to  her  inccmie^  he  was 
empowered  to  give  the  royal  assent. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said  it  was  now  evid^it  no 
deed  of*  separation  between  the  Prince  and 
Prihcess  had  taken  place^  and  had  any  soch 
document  been  presented  to  Her  Royal 
Highness^  she  would  not  have  signed  it.  What 
hiMl  been  fidsely  called  a  deed  of  separation, 
was  only  an  arrangement  for  the  increfl($e  of 
tbe  Princess^  income  from  lS>00(tf.  to  17,000/. 
per  annum. 

Lord  Caatlereagh  then  proposed  an  increate 
of  her  income  to  50,0002.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declared  solemnly,  the  Princess 
was  now  content;  and  had  never  authorized, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  proposition  for  its 
increase-^he  resolution  was  agreed  to% 

Jufy  5th.  The  Princess  of  Wales,  in  a  letter  to 
tfao  Speaker,  thanked  the  Hottse,  but  declined 
accepting  more  than  35»000£.  per  annum* 

{N.  B.  Tki»  fi9f|^Eoa(iofi  mm  received  erith  im- 
meme  and  genetal  iqtidimeeJ) 
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The  following  UiMaslon  iook  place    in   the 
HOUSE  OF  LORD& 

dnbf  19th,  1814.  The  Duke  of  3iissexpat  tbeCol- 
lowing  qnestious  to  iiord  LivuprpooL  1st  Whether 
the  Princess  Charlotte  had  ha4  the  sane  liberty 
of  communication  with  her  Meads  ^nee  hec  %nt* 
v.al  at  Carlton  Hous^, .  as  whea  she  was  at  War- 
wick House?  This  question  being  repeated)  the 
Duke  said  if  the  Earl  did  not  aasw^r,  he  skoiild 
consider  his  silence  an  admission  .of  tb^  .&ct» 

2d.  Whether  the. PriojcessCharJUfette  had  .bad 
the  same  communication. by  writingtoir  by  letter? 
the  same  use  of  pisn,  ink*  and  paper? 

3d.  Whether  she  had  h^en  in  Ihe^saipkefiftate  of 
liberty »  as  a  person  not  in  confineatait  would 
be  in  ? 

4tb.  Whether  the  same  r^ommeiidallQit  had 
been  made,  last  year,  to  Her  Royal  Htghnes^ 
as. to  the  use  pf  sea-baths,  aa  tbis.yo^? 

5th.  Whetber  the  Pripcess.  Charlotte,  being 
now  ]  8,  yeai:s  and  a  half  old^  and  past  t]lie  age 
M^ben  Pairliament  antboiisQd  :th^.  Qsn^rci^e.pf  thie 
fitpQtions  of  .g^veffimentj  wto  aboiU;  to  hanr^  wk 
establishment;?    . 

Lord  Liverpool  tef^iTed  to  the  Acmse .whether 
Sttch  question^  04ight  to  be.  put^i  ai»d  whedier 
they  ought  to  b^apd^^Mfedi^r— rth^  Prince.  Re- 
gent acting  for  M^  'MajestytDAmt  h^.  icoteiitefed 
the  father  of  the  family>.  an^  it  b^Lopged  to  his 
prerogative  to  regulate  the  education  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte ;  there  was  no  precedent,  nor 
md  any  grounds  been  produced  for  inteiference ; 
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he  skoold  cODclude,  therefore,  tbeRegeothad 
done  nothing,  but  for  herb^iefit;  hisiLordrinp 
spokes^of  the  Regent's  gceat  >  aflfection/ &c;  and 
was  sure  he  should  not  do  hlis-  own  duty^ittor  con** 
suit  the  feeUngs  of  the  Hociae^  if  he  replied  a.  ivovd 
in^answer  to  those  questions. 

The  l>icke  of  Sussex  disclainled  any  dnitepeot 
towards  a  certain .  quarter.  Not  being  satisfied 
with  what  had.  Mtem  from ' the  EavW  he  gave 
notice  he  should  bring  forward  a  motion  on.  the 
subject  next  Friday.  < 

The  Lord  Chancellor  saM  if  the  Bar!  had 
replied  to  those  questions^/  (mrticularly  tbe^first; 
he^/rould  have  betrayed  every  iduty  he  owed  to 
that  quarter  he  alluded  to— the  Earl  and  he  wpiri^ 
never  have  conve^aed  together  agaih,  &c.  St^l 

Juhf  20th.  On  account  of  illness  the  Duke  of 
Sussex's  motion  was  postponed — Lord  Lauder- 
dale was  unable  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  motion. 
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/i%  304^,  1 814.  Sf  r.  Timi^y  (addK€S8iqg  Loi^ 
Gastlereagh)  said  he  had  heard :  A  rupmouc, 
that,  the  Princess  of  Wales  had  applied  ffxf  |^er- 
missidii  to  retum  to  the  Coirtin wt.  ,  In  any  light, 
he  viewed  this  step^  with  i^fet;  but.  if  I^d 
Gaatlereiigh  wotaldtake  the  preeaqtion  to  insure 
her  speedy  return,  he  wduld  not.objept.,  iHe 
would  n^t  havfe  votdd  ^  increase  <>f  iUcOjne* 
but  to  iriio^  she  poflisessed  the  countenance/ of 
the  House — and  io^  support  her  <Ugnity;  in  this 
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country.     He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  ma  Be 
party  in  thi^  scheme. 

.  Lord  Caetleceegh  replied  he  was  uafortuEate 
iir  selecting  the  persoa  of  ^hom  to  ask  tfabMe 
qoestioQs — Mr.  Whitbread  (not  then  present) 
was  more  in  her  confidence  than  himself;  he  was 
sure  Parliament  had  no  intention  to  imprison  Her 
Royal  Highness  in  this  oonntry. 

Mr*  Rose  termed  Mr.  Tiemey's  CQuduct  im- 
proper, if  not  absnr4 ;  and  a|l(ed  what  right  die 
House  had  to  interfere  ? 

Mc  Tierney— said,  every  maamust  feel  an  in- 
terest on  the  sttlyect— and  said  witfa^  respect  to 
Mr.  Whitbread,  his  advice  was  contrary  to  die 
proposal. 

for  this  year  drops  the  subject* 


PRIVATE  ANECDOTES. 

We  here  subjoin  a  number  of  private  anecdotes 
and  memoranda  relating  to  Her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales,  &c.  which  we  doubt 
not  will  prove  highly  interesting  to  our  readers : 
:-~to  render  them  as  much  so  as  possible^  we 
have  arranged  them  ia  a  chronological  Mder. 

1. — ^The  Princess  of  Bnms  wick  was  bora  May 
17th,  1708.  A  near  relation  of  her^s  was  v«7  des- 
piotic  in  his  own  household,  and  is  said  to  have 
exercised  a  sort  of  anger  towards  the  Duchess, 
^rom    disappointment   in    not   receiving    some 
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appMitment  of  gift,  which  he  conoeiTed  he  wiets 
to  have  had  throagh  hia  marriage  with  the  sister 
of  a  late  King — ^he  is  said  to  have  carried  this 
temper  so  far  as  to  oblige  the  Dachess  to<  sit  at 
table  with  those^  whom  the  scandal  of  the 
day  termed  bis  mistresses;  and  treated  her 
with  something  like  contemptuous  harshness. 
During  the  last  four  years  that  they  lived  under 
the  same  roof,  they  occupied  separate  apartr 

ments. When  the  Duchess  came  to  end  her 

days  in  England,  the  King  received  her  kindly ; 
other  branches  of  his  family  neglected  her, 
and  she  was  not  upon  very  intimate  terms  widi* 
them. 

2. — On  the  28th  December^  1794,  Caroline  o£ 
Brunswick  became  Princess  of  Wales  by  con- 
tract :  Lord  Cholmondeley  acting  as.  proxy  for 
the  Prince ;  on  the  30th  she  left  Brunswick  with 
Lady  Cholmondeley  and  others. 

3* — 1795.  Mrs.  Harcourt,  as  also  LordMalmesr. 
biiry^  went  to  Brunswick  to  escort  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  England.  * 

4. — ^On  the  7th  April,  1795,  the  Princess  landed 
at  Greenwich  from  His  Majesty's  ship  Jupiter^ 
Commodore  Payne,  Commander,  on  board  which 
vessel  she  had  s^led  from  Cuthaven.  Her  Royal 
Highness  was  met  at  the  Governor's  house  by 
the  Countess  of  Jersey,  who  took  dresses  from 
London,  that  the  Princess  might  appear  in  the 
Eogjiish  costume.  ' 

5.-^On  the  8th  their  Royal  Highnesses  were 
married. — Nothing  particular  occurred  at  this 
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splondsd'  cmmony  ^2  4sbiD6  triiitig  error  id  siaiid- 
mg  or  kneelitigf,  at  wcn^mfpertiMe  oc€«ri>ei : — 
it  vsas  bdwever  set  nghit^  «im1  di^treKtao&y  pro- 
ceeded <  "witboat  iwtbev  kiterraptidtft.     • 

i  They  received!  tiiecompliments  of  the  Govtrt  in 
thedrasving^roomt  then  proceeded  with  the  royal 
family  to  Buckingham  House^  where  a  splendid 
sapper  was^  prepared, — «aA  at  12  retired  to  Gkri- 
ton  lioase. 

'  6.*-r^D  the  20th  they  went  to  Covent  Garden 
Theatre ;  i  it  \rad  then  remarked  tbatthe  Princess 
received  the  congratulations  of  a  British  Audi- 
ence, *^  with  the  moat  enchanting  slilability  and 
condescension."  The  play  was  •*  Life's  Vaga- 
iies,"  with  **  Windsor  Castle." 

•  7* — On  the  2 1  st,  their  Majesties  gave  a  ball  and 
sapper  at  Frogmore  to  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales.  i70  persons  sat  down  at  J  2 'o'clock  to  an 
elegant  entertainment.  The  ball-room  was  hand- 
somely decorated,  tlie  ceiling  painted  in  imitation 
of  theS  firmament^  tlie^eflfe^t  of  which  was  nncoiir- 

ft  • 

moiily 'fiiie  ^---in  the  middle  was  a  white  and  sil- 
vet^^feaitber,  with  the  initials  G:  C.  P. 
r6i-^l^96  6P^\l!i3iB  Princes^  Of  Wales,  accdm- 
pamed  by  the  Princess  Charlotte,  welit  on  a  visit 
fo  »yV4ndsor,  when  Ws  M^ajesty  gave  the  Princess 
two 'fine  Arabian  horses ;  and  also  made  a  present 
to  his  little  gi^and-daugbter  of  a-  tea*servic^  of 
gdld'plate, ; 

9. — 181 1,  Feb.  5.  The  present-King  was  swdm 
in  as  Regent.     '  ^  * 

10.-1814,  August  I.    The  grand  Park  Fete, 


at  which  the  Princess  of  Wales  vats  not  present, 
and  to  which  she  was  never  invited. 

lL-*rQn  the  9tb  August,  1814,  the  Princess 
quitted  England.  See  ''Travels/'  &c.  at  the  end; 
of  the  Appendix. 

We  subjoin  the  following  '^extract!'  from  the 
Princess's  letter  to  her  lUostrions  Consort  of  the: 
14th  January/ 1813^  as  a  proof  not  nterely  of  her 
painful  situation,  but  of  the  sQund  and  constita* 
tional  ppindples  entertained  by  Her  Royal 
Highness.  Those  expressions  which  regard  ihe 
education  of  a  late  lamented  Princess,  ^re  such 
as  all  Monarchs  «Yirould  do  well  to  read. 


ISsctractySfc. '    . 

''  The  feelings,  Sir,  which  ai:e,  natural  to  my 
unexampled  sitiic^tion>  roust  justify  me  in  the 
gracipiiH  judgment  of  Your  Royal  Hjighn«si^ 
had  i.  np  other  motives  for  addressing  yo^but 
9^ch  as. relate  to  myself.  Bat  I  will  no|:.di»- 
guise  frpin  Y  pur  Roy^l  Highness  w^at  I  caiiiiot 
fpt  a  iapm/f|it  eoi^c^  frpm  mys^f,  that  Vbq 
sei^qusi  iLnd  )t  soon  m$ty  be^  the  irrepariible 
iojury  which  my  JDi^ugl^ter  sustains  from  tb(^ 
pUfi  fit  presei>t;  pursQed,  fa^  done  more  in  over- 
ceq^ng.my  reluctance  to  intrnde^  upon  Y^ai. 
Royal  Highness^  than  any  suJPEerings  ofrayown 
cou(d  aGcomplisfa ;  and  if  for  her  sake  I  prespme 
to  call  away  Your  Rpyftl  Higbness'9  attention 
fr<w  tjia  otl^^  c^r/es.  of  yojir.  e^ciilted , sjalioB,  i 
feel  ooiy^dent  I  api  not  claiming  it  foy  a  matter  cf 
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mferior  importance,  either  ta  yourMlf  or  to  yoor 
people. 

'^Tbe  powers  with  which  the  constitotioii 
of  these  realms  vests  Your  Royal  Highness 
ia  the  regulation  of  the  royal  Ikmily*  1  know, 
because  I  am  so  advised,  are  ample  And  unqaes- 
tionable.  My  ^peal»  Sir,  is  made-  to  your 
excelleDt  sense  and  liberality  of  mind  in  tbe 
exMcise  of  those  powers ;  and  I  willingly  hope 
that  yoar  own  parental  feeling,  ^ill  lead  yoa 
to  ezcnse  the  anxiety  of  mine,  fojr  impelliag  me 
to  represent  the  unhappy  conseqnebces,  which  the 
present  system  must  entail  upon  our  beloved 
child. 

*^  It  is  impossible,  Sir,  that  any  one  can  have 
attempted  to  persuade  Your  Royal  Highness, 
that  her  character  will  not  be  injured  by  the  per* 
petual  violence  offered  to  her  strongest  affections 
— ^tbe  studied  care  taken  to  estrange  her  $rdm 
my  society,  and  even  to  interrupt  all  communi- 
cation between  xtB.  That  her  k>ve  for  me,  with 
whom,  by  His  Majesty's  wise  and  graciou^ 
arrangements,  she  passedthe  yews  of  her  infiuxcy 
and  childhood,  never  can  be  extingukhed,  I 
well  know,  and  the  knowledge  of  it  forms  tbe 
greatest  blessing  of  my  existence. 

*^  But  let  me  implore  Your  Royal  Highness 
to  reflect,  how  inevitably  all  attempts  to  abate 
this  attachment,  by  forcibly  separating tis,  if  they 
succeed,  must  injure'  my  child's  principle8'--if 
they  fail,  must  destroy  her  happiness.  * 

^*  The  plan  of  excluding  my  daughter  from 
trti  intercourse  with  the  world,  appears  to  my 
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4 

humble  jadgment  ||>ecaliarly  uafoitunate.  $he, 
who  is  destined  to  be  the  Sovereign  of  this  great 
country,  enjoys  none  of  those  advantages  of 
society^  which  are  deemed  necessary  for  impart- 
li^  a  knowledge  of  mankind  to  persons,  who 
have  infinitely  less  occasion  to  learn  that  impor- 
tant lesson ;  and  it  miiy  so  happen^  by  a  chance, 
%rhich  I  trust  is  very  remote,  that  she  should  be 
ealled  upon  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  crown^ 
with  an  experience  of  the  world  more  confined 
than  that  of  the  most  private  individual. .  To 
the  extraordinary  talents  with  which  she  is 
blessed,  -and  which  accompany  a  disposition 
as  singularly  amiable,  frank,  and  decided,;  I . 
willingly  trust  much;  butbeyond  a  certain  point, 
the  greatest  natural  endowmentf  cannot  struggle 
against  the  disadvantages  of  circumstances, 
and  situation.  It  is  my  earnest  prayer,  for  her 
own  sake,  as  well  as  her  country's,  that  Your 
Royal  Highness  may  be  induced  to  pause  before 
this  point  be  reached. 

''  Those  who  have  advised  you^  Sn^,  to  delay 
so  long  the  period  of  my  Daughter's  commen^ng 
her  intercourse  vnth  the  world,  amd  for  that 
purpose  to  make  Windsor  her  residence,  appear 
not  to  have  regarded  the  interruptions  to  her 
education  which  this  arrangement  occasions ;  both 
by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  attendance 
of  proper  teachers,  and  the  time  unavdidaUy 
consumed  in  the  frequent  journies  to  town,  which 
she  must  make,  unless  she  is  to  be  secluded 
from  all  intercourse,  even  with  Your  Royal 
Highness  and  tiie  rest  of  the  royal  family.    To 
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the  samd  ndfbrtunate  coaosels,  I  aiK^e  tf 
dccttmatiuice  in  every  way  so  distres^tlf  both  to 
mj  parental  and  reli|ptoii6  feeluo^e;  that  my 
Dai^^bter  aas  never  yet  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
oonfirmation^  although  above  a  year  older  than 
the  age  at  which  all  the  other  branches  of  the' 
royal  family,  have  partaken  of  that  aolemnity^ 
May  i  earnestly  coigure  yon,  Sir/ to  hear  my 
entreaties  upon  this  serious  matter,  even  if  ybu^^ 
sho>a1d  liMen  la  other  advisers  on  things  of  les» 
neair  coi^bmmeht  to  the  welftre  of  our  child. 

The  pain  with  which  I  bave  at  length  formed* 
thsv  isolation  of  addressing  myself   to  Yodr 
Royal  Highness^  is  sueh  as  1  should  in  vaiu 
nUempt  to  expren.  '    If  I   could  ade<^iiately 
describe  it^  yon  might  be  enabled^  Sir,  to  estimate 
the  strength  of  the  motives  which  have  made  me 
anfaimit  to    it.     They  are  the'  moat  poweHiil 
feelitagGi  of  affliction,  ahd  the  deepest  impressions 
of  duty  towardi^  Your    Royal    H^itesd,  my 
beloved  child,  and  the  country,  which  Idevotedly 
hope  she  may  he  preserved  to  govern^  sibd'to 
shew,  byanew  example^  the  liberal  afibction  of 
a  free  ftud  genert>us  people  to  a  virtuous  and 
constitutional  Monarchy 

'*  I  am,  Sir,  wilh  prtfiound  respect,  And  an 
allachm^dt  which  nothing  can  alter^ 

'« Yonr  Royal  Highness'^  . 

^*  Most  devoted  and  mfost  aflfectioBate 
*'  Ckinsoft,  Cousin,  and  Sitbject, 

(Signed)  >' CAROLINE  LOUISA  ' 


<!►* 
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Various  Cabinet  meetiDgs  and  proceedings 
succeeded  ibis  letter  almost  immediately. 

We  must  now  advert  to  another  circumstance 
connected  i^ith  the  investigation.  The  Princess 
Charlotte  having  been  indisposed  previously  t^ 
the  f^te  given  by  the  Prince  Regent,  at  Carlton 
House,  on  the  5th  of  February^  and  this  illness 
afterwards  increasing,  Her  Royal  Highness  was 
necessarily  obliged  to  defer  her  return  to  Windsor. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales^ 
on  the  6th  of  February^  addressed  herself  to 
Lord  Liverpool,  desiring  that  he  would  communi- 
cate to  the  Prince  Regent  Her  Royal  Highnesses 
intention  to  visit  the  Princess  Charlotte  at 
Warwick  House.  Lord  Liverpool  replied,  that 
he  was  happy  to  announce  the  Princess  Charlotte 
so  much  better,  th^t  Her  Royal  Highness  Mfould 
be  able  to  visit  the  Princess  of  Wales,  at 
Kensington  Palace,  on  the  following  Thorsdayi^ 
February  the  1  Ith.  On  that  rooming,  the 
Princess  of  Wales  received  information  that  the 
iPrincess  Charlotte  was  refused  coming. 

Upon  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales  again 
addressed  Lord  Liverpool  to  know  the  reason, 
none  having  bden  asfengned,  for  the  Princess 
Charlotte's  being  thus  suddenly  prohibited  from 
giving  the  meeting  to  her  roysJ  mother,  and 
when  and  bow  soon  Her  Roykl  Highness  nnght 
expect. to  see  the  Princess  Charlotte.  To  this 
inquiry,  the  Princess  of  Wales  received  the 
following  reply  from  Lord  Liverpool  :—r 
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Fife  Home,  lAtk  February,  1813. 

'*  Lord  Liverpool  has  the  honor  to  iDfbrm 
.Your  Royal  Highness/  that  in  consequence  of 
the  publication  in,  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the 
10th  inst.  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Your  Royal 
Highness  to  the  Prince  Regent,'  His  Royal 
Highness  thought  fit^  by  the  advice  of  his  con- 
fidential servants,  to  signify  his  commands^  that 
the  intended  visit  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to 
Your  Royal  Highness,  on  the  foUovring  day, 
should  not  take  place." 

'*  Lord  Liverpool  is  not  enabled  to  make  any 
further  communication  to  Your  Royal  Highness^ 
on  the  subject  of  Your  Royal  Highnesses  note/ 

To  this  letter,  the  Princess  of  Wales  com- 
manded  Ladjr  Anne  Hamilton,  her  lady  m 
vraiting,  to  reply  as  follows  to  Lord  Liverpool; 

Montague  House,  Blackheaikf 
1S(A  Febraary,  ISIS. 

t 

^^Lady  Anne  HABiiLtON  is  commanded  by 
Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales 
to  represent  to  Lord  Liverpool  that  the  imadioi» 
insinuation,  respecting  the  publication  of  the 
letter  addressed  by  the  Princess  of  Wales,  on 
the  I4th  of  January,  to  the  Ptince  Regent, 
conveyed  in  his  Lordship's  reply  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  is  as  void  of  foundation,  and  as  false 
fts  all  the  former  accusations  of  the  traducers  of 
Her  Royal  Highness'iS  honor  in  the  year  1806. 
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^*  Lady  Anne  Hamilton  is  further  commanded 
to  say,  that  dignified  silence  would  have  been  the 
line  of  conduct  the  Princess  would  have  preserved 
\ipon  such  insinuation  (more  than  unbecow- 
log  in  Lord  Liverpool,)  did  not  the  effect  arisitag  ' 
from  it,  operate  to  deprive  her  Royal  Highness 
•of  the  sole  real  happiness  she  can  possess  in  this 
world — that  of  seeing  her  only  child.  And  the 
cotifidential  servants  of  '  the  Prince  Regent 
ought  to  feel  ashamed  of  their  conduct  towards 
th^  Princess,  in  aVowing  to  her  Royal  Highness  - 
their  advice  to  the  Prince  Regent,  that  upon 
unauthorised  and  unfounded  suppositions,  a 
mother  and  daughter  should  be  prevented  from 
meeting — a  prohibition  positively  against  the  law 
of  nature.  Lady  Anne  Hamilton  is  commanded 
further  to  desire  Lord  Liverpool^  to  lay  this 
paper  before  the  Prince  Regent,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  may  be  aware  into  what  errors  his  con- 
fidential servants  are  leading  him,  and  will  in- 
volve him^  by  counselling  and  signifying  such 
commands." 

Here  closed  the  correspondence* 

The  Cabinet  meetings  still  continued  to  be 
.  held,  and  ihe  Princess  of  Wales  not  being  in- 
formed concerning  the  nature,  form^  and  object 
t>f  their  proceedings,  Her  Royal  Highness  on  the 
27th  of  February,  addressed  the  subjoined  letter 
to  the  Earl  of  Harrowbv. 
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Copy  of  a  LMer  addressed.^  the  Princess  of  Walen 

to  the  Earl  qf  Harrousby. 

27th  Ftbruarx,  1813. 

*^The  Priocess  of  Wales  has  received  reports 
from  various  quarters  of  certain  proceediogs 
lately  held  by  His  Majesty's  Privy  Council  res- 
pecting her  Royal  Highness ;  and  the  Princess 
has  felt  persuaded  that  these  reports  must  be 
unfounded^  because  .she  could  not  believe  it  pos- 
sible that  any  resolution  should  be  tal^en  by  that 
most  honorable  body  in  any  respect  affecting  Her 
Royal  Highness,  upon  statements  which  sh^  has 
had  no  opportunity  of  answering f  explaining^  or 
even  seeing^ 

^^The  Princess  still  trusts  that  there  is  no 
truth  in  these  rumours ;  but  she  feels  it  due  to 
herself  to  lose  no  time  in  protesting  against  ady^ 
resolutions  affecting  her  Royal  Highness,  whic^ 
may  be  so  adopted* 

'<  The  noble  and  right  honorable  pensons  who 
are  said  to  have  been  selected  for  these  proceed- 
ingSi  are  too  just  to  decide  any  thing  touching  her 
Royal  Highness,  without  affording  her  ati. oppor- 
tunity of  laying  her  case  before  them.  Hie 
Princess  has  not  had  any  power  to  <:hoose  the 
judges  before  whom  kny  int]uiry  may  be  carried 
on  \  but  she  is  perfectly  willing  to  have  her  whole 
conduct  inquired  into  by  any  persons  who  may 
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be  selected  by  her  accusers.  The  Princess  only 
demands  that  she  may  be  heard  in  defence  or  m 
explanation  of  her  conduct,  if  it  is  attacked ;  and 
that  she  should  either  be  treated  as  innocent,  or 
proved  to  be  guilty.** 

A  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  honorable  the 
Privy  Council,  having  been  laid  before  the  Prince 
Regent,  was  transmitted  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
by  Viscount  Sidmouth,  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
on  which  the  above  letter  was  sent  ;— 

The  Report  is  as  follows: — 

To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 

The  following  members  of  His  Majesty^s  most 
honorable  Privy  Council,  viz. 

His  Gnce  the  Archbishop  of  Caoterbuty 

Tbe  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  High  ChanceUor 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York 

His  Grace  the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal 

Hie  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  .     i  . 

The  Eari  Bathurst 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool 

Hie  Earl  of  Mulgrave 

The  Viscount  MeWIle  ' 

The  Viscount  Sidmouth  -     > 

The  Viscount  Castlereagfa        .         * 

The  .Right  Honorable  tlie  Lord  Bishop  of  London 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Eilenborough,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 

the  Court  of  King*s  Bench 
The  Right  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
The  Right  Honorable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
»  5  O 
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The  Rii^lit  Honoiable  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 

His  Honour  tbe  Master  of  the  Rolk 

Tbe  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of'  the  Coifrt  of 
"^  Connmi  Pleas* 

The  Right  Honoiable  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  CkMut  of 

Exchequer. 
The  Right  Honorable  the  Judge  of  the  High  Court'  of  the 

Admiralty, 
The  Right  Honorable  tbe  Dean  of  the  ArdMa ; 

Having  been  summoned  by  command  of  Your 
Royal  Highness  on  the  19th  of  Febraary,  to 
meet  at  the  office  of  Viscount  Sidmouth,  th^* 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Borne  Departm^t, 
a  communication  was  made  by  his  Lordship 
to  the  Lords  then  present,  in  the  following 
terms : — 


*•  My  Lords^^-I  have  it  in  command  from  Hin 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent^  to  acquaint 
your  Lordships,  that  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the  Prince  R^eat 
hating  appeared  in  a  public  papet,  which  lettei^ 
refers  to  the  proceedings  which  took  place  ih  an 
Inquiry  instituted  by  command  of  His  Majesty^ 
in  the  year  1806;  and  contains  among  otbw 
matters,  certain  animadversions  upon  the 
manner  in  which  tbe  Prince  Regent  has  eler<i4ee4i 
his  undoubted  right,  of  regulating  the  conduct 
and  education  of  his  Daughter  the  Princess 
Charlotte ;  and  His  Royal  Highnesa  having  t^ken 
into  his  consideration  the  letter  so  published,  and 

•  * 

*  Hie  Chief  Jnstice  of  the  Conrt  of  Commoa  VUm  was  pre- 
vented  by  mdiqiosition,  from  attending  during  aiiy  patt  of  these 
proceedings. 
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adverting  to  the  difeetions  heretofore  given  by 
His  Majesty,  that  the  documents  relating  to  the 
said  Inquiry  should  be  sealed  up^  and  deposited, 
in  the  office  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretary 
of  8tate,  in  order  that  His  Majesty's  government 
should  possess  the  ine^ns  of  resorting  to  them  if 
pecessary.  His  Royal  Highness  has  been  pleased 
to  direct,  that  the  said  letter  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales^  land  the  whole  of  the  said  documents, 
together  with  the  copies  of  other  letters  and 
papers,  of  which  a  schedule  is  annexed,  should 
be  Fefen*ed  to  Your  Lordships,  being  members 
of  Mis  Majesty's  most  honorable  Privy  Councfl^ 
for  your  consideration ;  and  that  you  should 
report  to  His  Royal  Highness  your  opinion^ 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
ft  be  fit  and  proper  that  the  intercourse  between 
the  Princess  of  Wales  and  her  Daughter  the 
Princess  Charlotte,  should  continue  to  be  subject 
to  regulations  and  restrictions. 
'  Their  Lordships  adfourned  their  meetings 
to  Tuesday,  the  23rd  of  FelM-uary;  and. the 
intermediate  days  having  been  employed  in 
perusing  the  documients  referred  to  them,  by 
command  of  Your  Royal  Highness,  they  pro- 
ceeded on  that  and  the  following  day,  to  the 
further  consideration  of  the  said  documents,  and 
have  agreed  to  report  to  Your  Royal  Highness 

as  follows ; 

*^  In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Your 
Royal  Highness^  we  have  taken  into  our  most 
serious  consideration^  the  letter  from  Her  Royal 
{lighness  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  Your  Royal 
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HighnesSi  which  has  appeared  m  the  pubKe 
papers^  and  has  been  referred  to  us  by  Your 
Royal  Highness,  in  which  letter  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  amongst  other  matters,  complains  that 
the  intercouse  between  Her  Royal  Highness, 
and  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princes^  Charlotte, 
has  been  subjected  to  certain  restrictions." 

**  We  have  also  taken  into  oar  most  serious 
consideration,  together  with  the  other  papers 
referred  to  us  by  Your  Royal  Highness,  all  the 
documents  relative  to  the  Inquiry  instituted  in 
1806,  by  command  of  His  Majesty,  into  the  truth 
of  certainrepresentations,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
which  appear  to  have  been  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  Your  Royal '  Highness,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  advice  of  Lord  Thurlow,  and  upon 
grounds  of  public  duty;  by  whom  they  were 
transmitted  to  His  Majesty's  consideration;  and 
Your  Royal  Highness  having  been  graciously 
pleased  to  command  us  to  report  our  opinions  to 
Your  Royal  Highness,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case^  it  be  fit  and  proper, 
tliat  the  intercourse  between  the  Princess  of 
Wales^  and  her  Daughter  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
should  continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation  and. 
restraint: 

*'  We  beg  leave  humbly  to  report  to  Your 
Roy^l  Highness,  that  afler  a  full  examination  of 
all  the  documents  before  us,  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  is 
highly  fit  and  proper,  with  a  view  to  the  welfare 
of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Char]d)tte, 
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in  wbich  are  equally  involved  the  happiness  of 
Your  Royal  HighnesSi  in  your  parental, and 
royal  character,  and  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  state, — that  the  intercourse  between  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte^ 
should  continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation  and 
restraint' 

'^  We  humbly  trust  that  we  may  be  permitted, 
without  being  thought  to  exceed  the  limits  of 
the  duty  imposed  on  us,  respectfully  to  express 
the  just  sense  we  entertain  of  the  motives  by 
which  Your  Royal  Highness  has  been  actuated 
in  the  postponement  of  the  confirmation  of  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte;  as  i^ 
appears,  by  a  statement  under  the  hand  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  that  Your  Royal  Highness 
has  conformed  in  this  respect  to  the  declared 
will  of  His  Majesty ;  who  had  been  pleased 
to  direct,  that  such  ceremony  should  not  take 
place  till  H^r  Royal  Highness  i^hould  have  com- 
pleted he^  eighteenth  year. 

'*  We  also  humbly  trui^t  that  we  may  be  further 
permitted  to  notice  some  expressions  in  the  letter 
of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
which  may  possibly  be  construed  as  implying 
a  charge  of  too  serious  a  nature,  to  be  passed  over 
without  observation.  We  refer  to  the  words — 
*'  fiuborned  traducers."  As  this  expression,  from 
the  manner  in  which  It  is  introduced,  may, 
perhaps,  be  liable  to  misconstruction  (however 
impossible  it  may  be  to  suppose  that  it  can  have 
been  so  intended,)  to  have  reference  to  some 
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part  of  Ibe  conduct  of  Your  Royal  Higbness ; 
we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  not  to  omit  Uiis 
opportunity  of  declaring,  that  the  documents 
laid  before  us,  afford  the  most  ample  proof,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  such  an 
aspersion. 

(Signed) 


C.  CANTUAR, 
ELDON^ 
E.  EBOB, 
W.  ARMAGH^ 

harrowby  p.  c^ 

we8tmorelandc.  p.  s. 

buck|1«ghamshire, 

bataurst, 

liverpool^ 

mulgravb, 

melVille/ 


SIDMOUTU, 
I    J.  LONDON, 
BLLENBOROUGH, 
CHARLES  ABBOT, 
N.  VANSITTART;, 
C.  BATHURST, 
^W.  GRANT, 
A.  MACDONALO, 
lir.  SCOTT, 
J.  NICHOL. 


Cantinuatitni^  of  Private  Anecdotes. 


12.— 1813.  Grand  fete  at  Vauxhall.  The 
Regent  it  was  said  did  not  go,  because  the 
Princess  of  Wales  was  there. 

13.— 1814.  The  Princess  Charlotte, -who  had 
not  seen  her  mother  for  a  long  tim.e^  was  allowed 
to  dine  with  her  on  the  7th  of  January^  accom-' 
panied  by  the  Duchess  of  Leeds. 

14. — May  6th.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  and 
the  King  of  Prussia  landed  at  Dover  from  the 
Impregnable  and  Jason. 
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15. — May  11th.  The  Regent  and  th^  royal 
visitors  weiit  to  the  -Opera  at  the  end  of  the 
second  act; — the  Princess  of  Wales,  accom- 
panied by  Lady  C.  Campbell,  entered  the 
Princess's  box  on  the  opposite  side.  She  was 
received  with  great  applause — upOD  which  the 
Regent  and  Sovereigns  arose^  and  bowed  to  her» 
She  retamed  their  salutation  most  gracefully. 

16. — On  the  general  thanksgiving  day  for  the 
Peace,  the  Princess  was  excluded  from  goiug  to 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

17. — May  2nd,  1816.  In  the  official  annun- 
ciatioD  of  the  marriage  of  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales^  she  is  stated  to 
be  the  daughter  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Regent, 
&c.  &c.  no  notice  being  taken  of  her  having.a 
mother. 

18.— The  Will  of  the  late  Duke  of  Brunswick 
bears  date.  May  5th,  1813,  in  this  country; 
there  are  two  codicils,  the  first  dated  as  the  will; 
the  second  at  Brunswick,  4th  May^  1815. 
Probate  granted  lUh  December  to  the  Prince 
Regent^  Barl  of  Liverpool,  and  Count  Munster, 
Executors.  The  Prince  Regent's  appointment 
contained  in  a  codicil,  the  other  two  in  the  wilK 
The  Duke  has  bequeathed  his  property  here 
(under  100,00<M.)  to  his  two  sons,  Carl  and 
Wilhekn  equally^ 
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Memoranda  Relative 

^TO  THR 

PRINCESS  OF  WALES'S  TRAVELS. 

Her  Royal  Highness  left  Eogland  on  the  9tb 
August,  18  J  4.  She  embarked  at  Laucing  near 
Worthing  on  board  the  Jason  Frigate,  Captain 
King,  ticconipanied  by  Lady  Charlotte  Lindsey 
and  the  youag  boy. 

'  She  visited  her  brother  at  Brunswick;  then 
proceeded  to  Italy,  and  fixed  for  the  ensuing 
winter  at  Naples. 

2. — In  August  1815,  the  Princess  of  Wales 
bought  a  fine  seat  belonging  to  General  Pino — 
on  the  picturesque  lake  of  Como;  it  is  about 
twenty  miles  from  Milan,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  spots  in  the  universe. 

3. — After  the  Princess  of  Wales  found  that 
her  presence  was  not  desired  at  the  nuptials  of 
her  Daughter,  she  declared  her  intention  to  divert 
her  mind  by  a  visit  to  the  Greek  isles  in  the 
Archipelago  early  in  the  ensuing  spring. 

4. — May  1810,  the  Princess  of  Wales  arrived 
at  Tunis  the  beginning  of  thi^  month  ;  from  which 
place  she  embarked  shortly  for  Constantinople. 

6. — The  Princess  of  Wales  stopped  at  Pera 
(Constantinople)  ten  days,  and  on  the  17th 
embarked.     Her  Royal  Highness  received  from 


Ihe'  €Miid  Seignior,  ^e^iieMte  vala&d  lit'lft^oiM) 

{Mastres.    The  Princess  stiiled  for  Bi^bi^,  tlits 

'ttlid^ttttdpifal  df  tile  6t(oA()ra!ii*&fDpiirein  Asia, 

<h>m^(hetiM  «heiiitfendied  to  fifdceed^^  to  Jei'utta- 

letti  Aiid  Egypt.  .         ?  .  | 

e.-^lkiieraber.  The  Princess  ^  6f  ^ales  paid 
tt  visit  t€^  the  Exs-Etaptess  Maria  Lotiifta  at  Pat*- 
roa,  and  reiQain^d  some  weeks  at  Milan. 

7.— 15th  February*  .18.17.  The  Princess  of 
Wales  paid  a  visit  to  the  Ring  of  Sardinia  at 
at  Turin. 

8. — Vienna,  12tb  .A{>fil.  The  unexpected  arri- 
val of  the  Princess,  of  Wales  on  the  9th  inst.  pro* 
duced  a  general  iseh^ation,  and  embarrassed 
gK«at ofv^bQivi  t  S^e  put  w  *t  tt^^  l)^el  callfsd  t^ 
Empress  of  Austria,  having  found  ffobody  at  home 
at  the  hotel  of  Lord  Stewdrt/  wbdre  she  wished 
to  alight.  Lord  I^CMrart,  Ihfe  moknent  be  heard 
of  the  intended  arrival  of  ihe  Princess,  se:t  off, 
viritb  all  biB  .familj»  to .  the  couoitcy ;  a  qoadfict 
.Mfhicb  the  {^rincesfb  ^»  we^  a#  the  Aostitiaii  pali- 
iiCi^ '  took  ip^  very  ill  part*  The  miBistw  of  tb« 
kiiji^^om  o£'HaQiover<Aley«n4erCopiit  Har<M^ 
^TK)  followed  bis  eacaiqple.  The  Court  Ma(  t^ 
lief  %  phamberlaki  to  wait  upon  her ;  and  ^tbQug^ 
s^e  observed  tb?  strictest  incognito,  the  PriiiciQ«i# 
paid  :  a  i  yimt  to  the  Emprejss.  The  Princeif « 
jcomplained  openly  at  her  tabl^^  iq  very  stroAjg 
tenm  of  Lprd  Stewart ;  and  declared  ^Uhat&li^ 
would  inform,  faer  JJaughtor  of  it,  and  wouldhfirT 
U^tnevfii  forgive  bim  for  this  behaviour/'  :  /  .  . 

9.r^^^)e.  Tke  Princess  of  Wales  at  Bpme) 
The  Palace  of  Ffesca^i  is  »qid  to  Mve  beea  put'- 

••  5  p 
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chased  for  jHer  Royal  Higbnewi:  8be  l^^f  1#9% 
conference  with  the  Pppe* 
.  10.— July  2d.  The  Prmoese  qf  Wales  I^  lUpne 
for  Bologna ;  between  which  place  and  the^riUa,^ 
the  Lago  del  Como,  she  has  cootinued  to.  take 
her  residence ;  but  is  now,  it  is  saidt  (May^ 
1820)  at  Lyoq^,  on  her  w^y  to  England. ,  . 


.  SXTIUCT  FROM 

A  STATEMENT  OF    FACTS. 

THteCtaiLD 

A^to  under  Ike  protettitm  of  Her  Royal  HSgkneso 

THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 
(From  «  The  Bool(.r) 


<mm^ 


Soon  after  the  memorable  Inveildgation  of 
1806-7,  it  was  currently  rumioured*  for.  wailt  of 
evhiencb  on  the  subject,  that  the  chikl  which 
*Her  Royal  Highness  had  adopted,  was,  m  fSKt^ 
her  own  son.  General  as  this  report  was^  rery 
considerable  doubts  arose  in  the  mind  of  ^the 
writer,;  as  to  its  authenticity.  In  order  to  remore 
these  doubts,  and  to  obtain  satisfitctory  inlbrma<» 
tion  relative  to  this  circumstance,  he  iostitoted 
a  diligent  inquiry  concerning  the  routed  motftrer ; 
confident  that  by  these  means,  he  should  pro- 
cure a  complete  proof  of  the  fioict ;  at  least  so  f^ 
as  proof  could  be  obtained,  without  witnessing 
the  actual  birth  of  the  child.     His  inquiries  were 
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s»ttcoefiSsful ;  abfd  sen' interview  was  hud  with  the 
molfhei' ^f •  the  chifcl,^hd  ifirsftill  living! 

'^e' Writer  beiiig  a  perfect  stranger  to  this 
wdftian,  he  ihtroducfed  Umself  to  her^  by  femark- 
ing  ho#  fortunate  she  was  to  be  known  to  H^r' 
]t6yal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales.     The^ 
mother  acquiesced- in  this  obaenration,  and  said 
that  Her  Royal  fligfahei^  had  been  so  good  as 
t6  take  under  her  care  one.  of  her  children,  a* 
little  boy   named    William ;  tfeat  i  Her  RoykI ' 
Hf^hhebs  had  kept  the  dhild  in  her  pc^ssesston- 
for^sorte  years-*^yer   Wnce    18MJ      He  'Bfelet' 
inquired  the  reteksdn  of  Hei'  Royal  Highne^'fa^^ 
talcing  a  fbticy  to  the  child*;  she  thto  det^il6# 
some  particulars  ^lative  to  'this  alKh';  Mid  *  lie 
left  her;  promising,  hoW^er,  to  reneiir^  hib  -iriiit^^ 
Mh^  wished  to  ^^ut  some  JTurtlher  qUetifionai  to'^ 
li«^.    And  thi(i,''^e   ^ritlr^'obkeiyM;  he'>Was' 
th^Hpore  aniioiid  to  do ;  hftting  heski^Pk  refiai^UHl' 
th&t  doubts  we»^^iiteftatii<^d  as  iH  her  beiiig^We ' 
moMferof  "(hfe  ch»d/l  9K«''wet>t,  tind  Mi'd'^A^^ 
had  hersietr  Kelard  rl>p6r&  of  that  itefo^ 
sl^!  could  ndCtJiiih^  wiiat-  ti6uld  be  th^'  osdm^'. 
oTKhesedcMbtb!;  tl^l'fah^waa]M>sitite  at(  td  iV^ 
foiiina  her  ow4i  chilcf  f  and  coul^prore  tins  tisl&t,^^ 
by  bringing '  itf^ralrd  several  (Person  -  #ht> '  had  - 
knowti  the  chiHf  ^rom[  fh^tifaie  of  its  birth". '  '^  >'  > 
l^me  few  daiy9  after  this  interview^  the  wiiteir 
paid  another  risit  to  the  mother,  at"  which  time 
b6  also  saw  her  husband  and  conversed  with 
thefn  both.    He  then  signified  a  desire  to  see  the 
clnld :  but  wari  informed  it  was  at '  Boctor  Btir- 
ney*8  8chM>lat  Oreenwidi,  and  that  the  mother' 


Highness  f^.^j^pi^e^l^  or  >JKM8^w^>»i  «»d 

p?iflf5«^  ^flstj^w^  ii-  «»rf*»bi*«!Bw^«^<*a».- .  saw 

t^uCfgi^  ^W(?ne«;«^M  t^«.'  Wilites  roigVft.  %^  the 
MWpJijeaMKesslfo^r  t)){»  j)awwfi^  J^ift-  t«j|«,.  >  the- 

and  mM  Mqiir^ >if»<il#ilH^W4P.<4i|ll^ 
fHl)|^,aq<i  s^jlHll^t<HMF  «^^^(^  IfuiltJtbi^tHM 

V«MtWH,theiiiiyxMr*^«i>r«m«fl  Jii«^  . 


p^j^eot) J  c<^iH1icQd  -the  iros  tb«  naoUbwf.  «C  tite. 
ch^jd .  4ben, .  «9fl  fKKti^  niulflr  t¥e.  .iHr0t^timi  of 
Her  Royal  HigbDess.  Any  {Mwom . .  iadatdK: 
eii4|9«rf<)  wUft  tlM^  HaI^^PWK:.  :0f  jigkJU.  twurti  on 
se€We'fl>9)  v^^her.a^  ^:  cUiil4,:boi  nsfulitlgD 
struck  ^Ukii^_  jmrh^  Jltfi9MiMt»<»  h^iitrfi^ 

OA  tbin  i^iMoti;  fitvl  Sfudi  i£  lie  ¥h9M0d  he  ^Ktictlid 
tvAii)>lo  of  eolwnittiiif;  tboal-  4o;|Hqiei:,.  tb»iii'(Mild> 
c((pjt9||  t}te\vikalo  p««ti(tiilahl  -.of!  Hert:Ao|a^ 
Hi|j|^ufl«4-^  .4al0«||  i^e..ctittdji«Qd.tu)(tefi/':tbat: 
sJM  (liipllt^  it/4fic(  to  Il4ciR4yna .  H«likiBf%'«hd£ 

pMn(i'\.  Q9;to<M)nUi^y  ircotfi  do^»  fnM»/ha# 
o]iKft;  jHMmM^  -Ui^  tfdkMMriogr :  iMterniia^'  JfiiiHjM 
rf|j9lKTi«lK>tl»>|o tfioohiM* «nd  to 'ilrsy  AuflfinijiBdr) 

^ii«P|c;x  AiEsiiiK,  tho  CithiM  of  WUIianit  0kBr. 
c^i\4i  i)fliw  vnd^r  <^.|wottcliaa  «E..B«nnRoj|rftl''. 
Hi|^¥Mes9,.  «iiwl;«fte}/fii%MC  o^  (Mi.tiiirf«Ap<v)i«'«Mr 

boc«  f^  WfttUngtlm  i»  llk<t.GottQ*y.otS0aiteraak9> 
and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  JL^dia;  AauHaa^.  pooi^- 

bitt  .iiidjNt|;ifpi9tlHM>0)ot«Cll»atetoviK 

yWhff^  5<liV  jTonn^  be  !«a«:  kufioted  mlo,tbia 
f%(bfii*j^q«««Mflk.  tWbiob  waftt  tbM.ofi  a  /Woflli 
cftQibeii4;  ba|.b^  MiT  WiUiiifftm  «t  •A.iMly^.agdv 
a^d*  ve«lrto  .i^^d^  •litWiil(>9».;m  tb»2Q<Kii^.o£ 
Wilts.  ,H«re!i(  nftflV  likiAgi  for~Mip«>9ean^  .«Dd 
woi^Qg  m  biafaidbe..b«.m«rni,<M&Afs(|lCf.i^  of 
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tw^ntyHMie^  iSHjpMft,  tke  dabghter  of  BmM  md 
Isabella  Whitmani^  also  pooir  uidaArioas  peofrfe, 
of  tbe  jdame  tMm.    This  event  took  place  on ! 
the  let  of  A|^,  17gt»  Se^ihia  ^being  then  m  her 
twentf-^finrt  year.    . 

^  Samiiel  aiid  Sophia  JiiistiB  continiiied  at  Wilton 
tuitilthey  had  two  children,  Daniel  and  tViUiion, 
trhii^  latter  died  at  tlfe  age  of  nitte  months. 

Soon  after  the  breaking,  oat  of  the  war  on  the 
CoQtinwt»  tb&  dotliiog  bnsinei^  became  r^rj 
siiek,  atid  Anitin  detmnined^  to  remove  tt> 
Ltmd^  at  which  place  he  atiived  ;in  the  month 
of  Febniary,  178|B  ;«^€a¥iDg  hi»  wife  and  two 
children  with  her  friends  in  the  Coiikitry;'  Here 
he  engaged  himself  bb  a  'tport«r>  wi^  a^  Mr. 
Ytnmgf »  broker  in  .Lombard  Court, iSeveiil>ialB.^ 
Sburtly  afterwards^  his  wife  followed  tfm/lea^Hof ' 
the !  yonn^ett  child<  with .  her '  ftiemfe  at'  Wilton.^ 
Ufkmnhecnmralm  town,  findingtbU;  hei^lMsbaiid' 
cottld  hardly  earn '  a  sufteiency  i6  >  maiMkiii 
himself,  she  resolved  to  go  into  seiffiee;  and 
ateordingly  engaged  herself  with  a  ^Afr«  G(M|kr, 
a!  coal  merchant  of  Villien  Street,  inlhe'Stktmd ; 
leaiaiig  the  child  she  brofigkt  with  h»,  to  the 
OdMs  of  a^  relation.  Sophia  remafilwd  in  thk^  filace 
aJlKKit  twelve  months. 

Austin  being  much  afflicted  with  tfle  iheotna-^ 
tiMi^  was  incapable  of  continuing  Idng  in  Mr. 
YbuDg*s  emph^.'  '  He  was  afterwsMta'^witiii  a 
oh«esQmongn<  In  CAimdos  fifrsee,  bnt  wai  soon 
oblige  -to  leave  this  siitattion  also,  •  on  •  the  same 
account;  0e  next  entered  into  the  service-  of 
lift.  Q$fmA^glUmr  a  hatter  in  PiccHditly ;  but 
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fcavrng;  sooft  after  he  had  taken  ttns  ei^agemteiit^ 
a  a^era  attack  of  hia^'old  oMiplaiiit,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  Mr.  CiuminghaHk  Anstin  dkeh 
lited'aa  footman  witfa  Ae  Ducheas  ofGnmber- 
kuad,  where  he  stayed  bat  for  a  short  period, 
owiDg'  to  a  retom  of  hiB  rheomatic  aiflfecfion.  • 

Mrs.    AoBtm,    after    quoting  Mr.    CooperVi 
service,  filled  the  office    of  norse    ia  several 
families.  Ikirii^  the  greater  part  of  this  titiie;'Bhe . 
and  her  hoaband  lived  separately^irom  eachothtf  . 

On  the  12tfa. of  March,  1800,  Mrs.  Aofttili 
had  another  son,  who  was  named  SamueL  Of 
this  child  she  lay  in  at  the  Brownlow  Street 
ilospital;  having  been  recommended  thither  by 
a  A6r.  ABhUn^  of  Behon  Street. 

Id  the  ensuing  August,  Mrs.  .  Austin  was 
employed,  to  take  care  of  a  house  #or  Mr. 
Wo^J^d,  her  husband's  uacle  at  Deptfard,  with 
n^Mim  she  •remained  above  twelve  months.  Iter- 
iug  some  part  of  this  time,  her  husband  lived 
chiefly  in  London,  in  various  places  of  sesiuce ; 
s6on  after  his  *  wife's  removal  to  Deptfbrd, 
Austin  went  to  live. with  her  at  that  place,  and 
at  a  subsequent  period,  obtained  employment 
in  his  MigeBbfs^tkidc  Yiord^  as  a  labourer  at  ISs. 
per  week,  and  an  allowance  of  It.  8d.  for  chip 
.money.  Hatving  continued  in  this  situation  about 
fifteen  months^  he  was  dischaqpad  with  many 
others,  attfaetime.of  the  general  peace  in  1602; 

Being  now  out  of  employ,  Austin  and  his  wife 
were  in .  much  distress ;  <  and  on  one  occasion, 
some  little  difierence  arising  between  them,  he 
proposed .  that  she   and  *  her   children  .  should 
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,xp^9^y  00  lo99f^  ^  Mh€  tDdBoile  to  wmrki  ami 
i^omld  get  JMr  bimid  ;  but  (IrofMsed  io  t^mb  of 
ii^^M^Ann^  Mid  to  iMhredie  odawrlolthe^cim  6f 
ll^  iiijU3b««i4«    To  tbis,  hbveiw-,  AiMtM  obJ6Cte4, 
znd.i^  A«r;  -tol  dkidiii^^&e  okiiY  ooARtcm 
ii^d^F  4hiyJmd  kfit^  betwei^D  tbeitt.:  NjMcty  a 
!£pji4:mffl^tt)M^l^s<^<3lbefoi^Mf&  Aottiki  reeieived 
Q|iy  tidlBigs  0f  her  bnsfasiut;   vheii  h«  israA  a 
^pefiari  for  Jiis  dodbes,  bat  tikse  »be  lefuiieil  to 
4diirib.r..  Alistih  mow  tetimiid,  toid  again  uiged 
hertfr^  eeek  imrDcbial.. relief  vfotir  bendf  aadhdr 
imn  ^hiMrea ;  but  das/  howeTer^  she  a^min  posi- 
tiUf^iy  mfated  to  do»  on  the  grounchi  before  stated. 
Mrs.  Austin  haivhig  again  bdoome  pnegaanft, 
mid  hwf;  within  two  aMmths  of  her  deMery^  tshe 
Wvis  d^giiroiis  0i  oblainiiig  a:  letter  mi  recoionaHi- 
ilMioA  :tb  be  tigain  admittod  late  the  Bnind6w 
•Stiktet^Jiospiial.    Being  scqosiiited  with  a  pder 
iwoilah  of  tlie  nlLme  of  Ldile^,  witpased.  to 
obtaim  the  farokeo  fneiit»  ilce.  frMi  11«^ 
fiotrw,  the  re&lence  of  Ber  Royal  HtghnsM 
the  Priabesi  bi  Wales, 'Mrs.  Aaatiii  requtelM 
iMhi.  Lal^'io  eiDdeav4>r  ito^procnre  a  tetter  tsf 
recommendadoh  from   sbn^a  vof  the  ladieiEi  te 
Ottendaticet  for  .adnittaace   iato   the  hospitiA^. 
She  made  apphcatidii^  bat. was  not  atocoeostet, 
Feaiing,  Jio\te9rer,  that  Mrs.  Austin  wonld  aitia- 
pect  tjbltt  8be< 'had  not  apipKed  for  b^,.sbe  pto.** 
pOiied  that:  Mm.  Ai&stin  should  accotnpanjr  her 
to   Montague  .  Bouse.     To   ifais'  Mrs.    Antin 
n^r^ed,  and  on  the  Monday  following  tteykept 
the  appointment;     Mia.  Austin  remaining^  oo 
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the  beatiiit  while  her  ccHnpahion  nveeit  iato  the 
house.  , 

AA'S.  Ladejf  ioquired  for  Mr.  Stikeman,  the 
page,  thinkiDg  him  the  moat  likely  person  to 
succeed  with  the  ladies ;  bnt  he  not  being  in  th« 
house  at  the  time^  they  returned.  Meeting 
Mr;  Stikemau,  however,  as  they  were  crossing 
the  heath,  Mrs.  Lasley  spoke  to  him  and  said, 
*'  this  is  the  poor  woman  for  whom  I  solicited  a 
letter  of  recommendation  into  the  hospital'' 
Mr..  Stikeman  observed^  hie  was  very  sorry  he 
could  not  .obtain  one  for  her ;  but  said  the  ladies 
would  give  her  a  letter  to  be  attended  at  home. 
Mrs;  Austin  told  him  she  had  once  before  Uu'ta  10 
at  the  Bro^nlow  Street  Hospital,  and  would  like 
to  go  there  if  she  could,  it  not  being  so  con- 
venient, for  her  to  lay  in  at  home.  ^  He  said  be 
^ould  be  happy  to  serve  her  if  hecculd*  but  in 
this  casie  he.  could  not,  as  he  had  already  asked 
the  ladies,  the  i^uestion.    . 

Being  tmsuccessfol  in  procuring  a  letter  from 
Montagde  House,  she  ap^i^lied  to  a  fiiend  in 
town  .of  the  name  of  i^i^son,  who  obtained. one 
for  her. from  Mr.  HQave^.  the  banker,  in  FUet 
^Hxretl : .  aod  was  admitted  into  the  Hospital  on 
JSunday  the.  i  1th  of  July,  1802.  On  this  pay^ 
.Mrs.  Austin  was  ddiaered  of  a  stm^  who  was 
baptized  at  Ihe  house. of  the  Institution  j  on  the  35  th 
of  the  same  manUhj  and  named  William. 

A  few  days  after  its  .birth,  the  child  was 
observed  to  have  a  mark  of  red  wine, on  its  right 
iiand^  completely  encircling  the  thumb ;  but  this 
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mark  has  since^adually  disappeared ,  and  is  nc^ 
at  present  discernible. 

Mrs.  Austin  -continued  in  the  Hospital  unti^ 
the  29th  of  July,  at  which  time  she  left  it,  and 
returned  with  her  son  to  Deptford;  calling  in 
her  way  at  Mr.  Hoare's,  to  leave  a  letter  of 
thanks,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

Austin  being  still  out  of  employ,  and  his 
wife  hearing  that  several  persons  had  made 
successful  application  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  to  procure  a  reinstate- 
ment in  His  Majesty's  Dock  Yard,  she  was 
advised  to  try  this  expedient  on  behalf  of  her 
fau^batid.  Mrs.  Austin  proposed  to  him  to  write 
apetition,  and  she  would  take  it  to  Her  Royal 
Highness,  and  endeavor  to  get  him  replaoed 
in  bis  former  situation.  Austin,  however,  hesi- 
tated for  some  time  to  embrace  his  wife's  off^ 
conceiving  that  the  attempt  would  be  quite 
fruitless.  At  length,  to  satisfy  Mrs.  Austin,  he 
consented  to  the  measure.  His  wife  accordingly 
took  the  petition,  and  went  with  the  child 
(William)  in  her  arms,  on  Saturday,  the  23rd  of 
October,  1802,  to  Montague  House.  Here  she 
i(K)uited  for  Mr.  Stikeman,  whom  she  had  seen  but 
once  only  before,  when  she  applied  for  ^  letter  of 
recommendation  to  the  Brownlow  Street  Hospital. 

Mr.  Stikeman  appearii^,  she  requested  him 
to  present  the  petition,  stating  that  the  object  of 
it  was,  to  get  the  husband  reinstated  in  the 
Dock  Yard^  from  whence  he  had  been  lately  dis- 
charged  with  many  others.      He   said   hf  was 
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'*  denied  doing  such  things  ;  having  applications 
of  a  similar  nature  almost  daily."  She  urged 
her  great  distress,  telling  him  she  had  another 
child  at.  home,  and  no  prospect  of  any  provision 
for  tbenij  her  husband  being  quite  destitute  of 
employment.  He  then  gave  her  a  shilling,  took 
the  petition  and  put  it  into  his  pocket,  observed 
she  hxid  a  fine  child  in  her  arms^  and  asked  how 
old  it  was :  Mrs.  Austin  answered,  abdut  three 
months.    1Mlr.  Stikeman  replied,  if  it  had  been 

about  a  FORTNIGHT  OLD,  HE  COULD  HAVE  GOT  IT 

TAKEN  CARE  OF  FOR  HER ;  slie  obscrvcd  to  him 
that  she  thought  it  a  better  age  to  be  taken  from 
the  mother,  than  if  it  were  younger ;  he  answered, 
•* -4A,  true''  He  then  turned  up  the  child's 
clothes  and  looked  at  its  legs,  saying^/^/(  is  a 
fine  chUdt  give  it  to  me."  He  accordingly  took 
the  child  into  the  house,  and  as  he  went  along 
the  passage,  danced  it  up  and  down,  talking  to  it. 


(Want  of  room  compels  us  to  omit  the  remain- 
der of  this  statement ;  which,  however  minute, 
is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  description,  and 
amply  and  decidedly  sets  at  rest,  for  ever,  the 
question  of  young  Austin's  identity.  Imbuing 
that  it  would  be  pleasing  to  the  reader^  to  have 
the  latest  intelligence  of  Ithe  Illustrious  Lady, 
who  has  long  occupied  the  sympathizing  atteif* 
tions  of  the  British  public,  we  subjoin,  (from  one 
of  the  public  and  recognized  sources  of  authentic 
information)  the  latest  iptelligence. 
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While  the  remains  of  bis  late  re?ered  Majesty 
were  yet  uncommitted  to  tlie  tomb  of  bis  great 
ancestors,  letters  were  received  by  certain  quar- 
ters^ from  Her  Majesty,  of  which  the  following^ 
are  extracts. 


Extract  of  a  lett^  from^Her  Royal  Highness  th^ 
Princess  of  fVales^  dated  Afarseilles. 

Dec.  26th,  mw. 

'•During  the  five  years  of  my  long  absence 
from  thy  dear  Old  England^  I  can  assure  you  it 
has  been  the  first  real  happy  moment  I  felt, 
having  received  such  satisfactory  informatioo 
respecting  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  England 
towafds  me.'  It  has  been  the  most  gratifying 
communication  to  my  mind,  and  I  trust  to  hea- 
ven I  shall  ever  continue  to  deserve  their  good 
opinion.  My  traducers  and  enemies  in  England 
have  again  held  isecret  inquisitions  at  Milan, 
through  the  means  of  spies  and  many  old  ser- 
^taihts,  who  have  been  sent  from  the  house  for 
bad  <!onduct. 

^*  A  Mr.  C,  M.  H.,  a  Colonel  B.^  and  Lord  S., 
have  been  making  all  sorts  of  inquiry  into  my 
private  conduct.  My  legal  advisers  were 
iilformed  of  this  in  April  last,  and  I  should  have 
gone  to  London  al  that  period,  had  I  not  been 
otherwise  advised,  it  being  the  wish  of  my  legal 
advisers,  tliat  they  should  first  see  nle  in  Fitence. 
came  to  Lyons  for  thai  purpose^  and  after  wait-. 
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ihg  anxiously  their  arrival  for  some  weeks,  1 
found  they  could  not  meet  me.  The  air  being 
too  cold  for  my  health,  I  took  the  resolution  of 
fixing  my  winter  residence  at  Marseilles^  where 
1  have  been  two  months,  and  expected  to  see 
my  legal  advisers,  but  I  have  been  again  disap- 
pointed^ and  Heaven  knows  when  they  wiU  be  ^ble 
to  meet  me.  1  have  been  much  alarmed  about  a 
rumour  relating  to  our  ever-beloyed  and  lamented 
'King's  health ;  and^  on  the  event  of  any  thing 
happening  to  our  revered  monarch,  I  put  my  only 
trust  in  the  generosity  of  the  great  nation,  tQ 
protect  me  from  the  hands  of  my  enemies.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  y6u,  that  all  my 
debts  in  England  and  Italy  have  been  paid. 

"CAROLINE, 

•'  Princess  of  Wales P 


Extract  ofn  letter  from  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  of  fVales^  dated  Marseilles, 

Jan.  Qth,  1020. 
.  '*  1  should  not  have  taken  up  my  pen  so  sooji 
to  trouble  you,  if  I  had  not  received  this  naorn- 
ing  a  letter  from  Paris  from  a  particular  friend; 
which  communication  stated  to  me  that  the  En- 
glish Ambassador  mentioned  the  impossibility  of 
.  his  paying  me  due  respect,  and  assured  my  friend 
that  the  government  at  Paris,  he  feared,  would 
make  my  residence  there  fv  from  agreeable,  and 
ray  friend  advised  me  not  to  visit  Paris  under 
such  circumstances.  1  never  had  any  vrish  to 
visit  that  metropolis,   but  the  *  desire  alOne  of 
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seeing  my  legal  advisers,  and  that  was  the  sole 
object  of-  my  travelling  into  France.     I  am  so 
uncomfortable  here  under  such  a  goveroment, 
'  that  1  intend  leaving  Marseilles  on  the  20th  of 
this  month,  and  shall  return  into  Italy. — In  case 
my  presence  should  be  necessary  in  England,   I 
will  come  by  sea,  and  not  expose  myself  to  the 
possibility  of  being  badly  received  by  the  family 
of  the  Bourbons.     The  present  king,  when  in  a 
distressed  situation,  was  well  received  by  my 
late  father^s  Court  at  Brunswick  Palace,  and 
every  comfort  was  offered  to  him ;  but  such  great 
personages  have  the  talent  to  forget  where  they 
have  received  civilities.     In  a  strange  country  I 
think  the  daughter  shcuild  at  least   have  been 
kindly  received,  without  pomp  or  parade,  but  in 
a  friendly  vvay ;  that  was  all  I  expected,  as  I  tra* 
veiled  incognito. 

CAROLINE, 

"  Princess  of  fVales:' 


Mr.  Sicard^   Her  Majesty's  steward,  on  the 
death  of  the  late  King,  proceeded  to  Leghorn 
to  inform  her  of  that  event.     He  arrived  before 
Her  Majesty^  and  when  she  reached  that  place, 
iie  executed  his  mission.     He  was  then  sent  back 
by  Her  Majesty  to  this  country  with  instructions 
to  her  legal  advisers,  and  still  remains  here.    The 
next  intelligence  received  from  Fler  Majesty  was 
communicated  in  the  following  article,  publi^ed 
1  a  journal  known  to  be  in  Her  Majesty's  in- 
^rest,  and  under  the  influence  of  her  friends : — 
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"THE  QUEEN." 

* 

''  Letters  have  been  received  in  Town  from 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  x)f  England^  dated  Rome, 
the  16th  ult.  Her  Majesty  complains  of  not 
having  received  any  messenger  from  government,  « 
announcing  the  demise  of  our  late  lamented 
Sovereign,  Her  Majesty  states,  that  the  Hano*' 
verian  Minister  and  British  Consul,  and  aU'per- 
sons  connected  with  the  British  government, 
treat  her  with  great  indignity.  They  continue 
to  call  her  Princess  Caroline  of  Brunswick. 
Her  Majesty  also  expresses  great  dissatisfaction 
at  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  government ;  she 
had  always  a  guard  allowed  her  as  Princess  of 
Wales,  but  that  has  been  refused  her  since  she 
became  Queen,  because  the  British  government 
has  not  acknowledged  her  under  that  title.  Her 
Majesty  expresses  a  great  wish  to  have  Bucking* 
ham  House  for  her  palace ;  she  desires  that  the 
discharged  servants  of  the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  or 
those  in  the  service  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Leopold,  may  be  employed  for  her  in  pre- 
ference to  any  others;  and  Her  Majesty  also 
desires,  in  the  event  of  the  refusal  of  the  govern- 
inent  to  find  her  a  palace^  that  a  house  may  be 
taken  for  her  near  Dover."  '  \ 

This  was  followed  soon  afterwards  by  the 
pnblication  of  ah  abstract  of  a  letter  received 
from  Her  Majesty,  dated  Rome,  the  16th  of 
March^  C9ntaining  a    stateineut  of  grievances  i 
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experienced  duriag  her  residence  on  the  Con- 
tinent. The  ab&tract  in  question  was  as  follows : 
'•  During  my  residence  at  Milan,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  infamous  behaviour  of  Mr.  Omp- 
teda  (be  having  bribed  my  servants  to  become 
the  trad ucers  of  my  character^)  one  of  my  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  challenged  him.  The  Ajustriaa. 
government  sent  off  Mr.  Ompteda.  1  wrote  my- 
self to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  requesting  his 
protection  against  spies,  who  employed  persona 
to  introduce  themselves  into  my  house,  axMl: 
particularly  into  my  kitchen,  to  poison  the  dishes 
prepared  for  my  t/ible.  I  never  received  any 
answer  to  this  Letter.  After  this,  I  was  obliged 
to  go  into  Germany,  to  visit  my  relative  the. 
Margravine  of  Baden,  and  the  Margravine  of 
fiarei'ith;  the  shortest  road  for  my  return  to 
Italy  was  through  Vienna^  and  I  took  that  road, 
with  the  flattering  hope  that  the  Emperor  would 
protect  me.  Arrived  at  Vienna,  1  demanded 
public  satisfaction  for  the  public  insult  1  had 
received  in  Lombardy  ;  this  was  refused  me,  and 
a  new  insult  was  offered.  The  Emperor  refused 
to  meet  me,  or  to  accept  my  visit.  Lord  Stewart, 
tfaei.JBoglish  Ambassador,  having  received  a 
letter  from  me,  informing  him  of  my  intentioD  of 
returning  by  Vienna,  and  of  taking  possession.of 
his  house  there  (as  it  is  the  custom  of  foreign  Atttf 
bassadors  to  receive  their  Princesses  into  their 
houj^es,  when  traveljing,)  absolutely  refused  me 
his  bouse,  left  t\\e  town,  and  rqtir^d  into  the 
-country.     Lord  Stewart  afterwards  wrote  a  very 
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